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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India

INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

New Delhi, 4 February 1960

Public meeting of the thirty-fifth session of the Indian
Historical Records Commission was held at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi on Thursday, 4 February 1960 at 10,00 AM. The session was
inaugurated by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India.
and was presided over by Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Minister for Education,

Government of India.
A list of members present will be found at the end of the

Proceedings.

On arrival at the Vigyan Bhawan, the Prime Minister was
received by Dr. K. L. Shrimali and the Secretary of the Commission.
The Secretary then introduced the members of the Commission to
the Prime Minister after which a group photograph was taken.
The Prime Minister, Dr. K. L. Shrimali. Shri K. G. Saiyidain,
Chairman of the Research and Publication Committee and the mem~
bers of the Commission then entered the Vigyan Bhawan hall in a

The

procession.
Dr. Shrimali then requested the Prime Minister to inaugurate

the session.
Inaugural Address of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India

Mr. President and Friends: I feel somewhat lost because of the
subject.of this conference. Everybody knows the importance of
historical records. It does not require argument for these to be kept
put I know nothing about the actual subjects that you probably
discuss about these records, how to preserve, how they may be avail-

able to historians, eic.

Tt is obvious that any country, any society which does not take
an- interest in its past loses roots or it has not got deep roots. Now
that interest in the past can be rather precise, historical more or
less. interest of actual facts ascertained or as ofte~ as we find it.
Sentimental bonds. which is a very powerful bond, based not on
precise history but on certain popular adaptation: of tradition which
takes the place of history as in India and which probably, are true
or not, have had a most powerful influence on human being genera-~

tion after generation.
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India, in the strict sense of the word, has not been a country
vaying much attention to history like the Arabs, like the Chinese
ind like others and we have satistied oursclves in the past by more
or less traditional accounts of great happenings, great rulers and
the like. Well that may have some virtue occasionally, but it is
clear that in the modern age that is not adequate. Anyhow, it never
was fully adequate and more so now.

So it is a good thing that in India our attention is veering more
and more to what might be called the scientific study of history
and for that of course records are needed. But what exactly do you
mean by historical records? In the old days you might have said
the records of kings, rulers, important men. what they thought, what
they did, documents. important documents and all that. That is.
that history was supposed to be largerly dependent on the personal
whims of a king or an emperor ov somebody else who played an
important part. Well, 1 presume that that is not the viewpoint now.
Apart from the fact that such kings and rulers become fewer and
fewer in the world, history is governed by other factors, not so
much by the individual, although the individual counts, and even if
the individual couats. he himself counts not as an old ruler, old
type of ruler. but #s snmething entirelv new. as a representative
of mass opinion.

T suppose a very important document from the historical record
point of view about an old ruler may be his love letters or his
personal life because so much is dependent on that ruler’s whims
and vagaries.

Now, that type of influence may not be completely absent but is
less obviously and you have to deal with entirely new types of mass
opinion. mass formation of sacietv and a new society developing
where the individual counts far less. And on the one side, there is
a mass, the democratic mass if you like. on the other a technological
society is developing with its own urges and momentum, so that the
whole texture of historv is changing.

If some future historian wants to write the history of our day,
what kind of documents would he like? It is a good test. Probably
there will be documents. let us say, of India today, documents of
what the Planning Commission is doing and how it is bringing
about an industrial revolution here. Many of you may or may not
agree with it. Many of you presumably are what might be called
professional historians with your eyes rather turned towards the
past, to some extent to the present.

The centre of things changes. The most important thing today
in India is the transition of India into a technological society. That
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is an important thing, not .of the individual functions' here, what
Jetters he wrote or did not write. And any process which makes us
realise the changes coming about, t.hese technological changes,
‘becomes important from the point of view of history, not the indivi-

dual at all.

And how are you to judge again history today? It is the history
of masses, it is the history, not of the individual so much, although
again 1 do not deny the importance of the .indivi'dual, but it is a
history of a mass and sometimes a mass without a definite clear
face about it. We have moved intp entirely new r‘egions of his-
torical functioning. A historical writing must adapt' itself to it and
I fear that the historian of past ages will have. to shift his emphasis
and his understanding of events because he is too used to indivi-
duals functioning on an important stage; what happened in a battle,
.a ruler—what he wrote, what orders he gave; it was important of
course in those days, but it becomes unimportant, much less import-
ant today. Other factors come in. The whole shift of emphasis

presumably changes. )

1 am merely putting some thoughts before you to consider. I
.ani no historian. I have interest in history and if I may say so, I

_am interested in history, not at all or very little as some kind of

“dry-as-dust outlines of events in the past—it does not interest me in

the slightest. The period of history that interests me is a period
-when I can identify myself with it, in a greater or lesser measure,
at any rate for that moment, when I am dealing with it, reading or
‘writing.

Now that leads to another conclusion. Personally speaking, as
-an amateur, I imagine that a historian can only write effectively
about a period if he can for the moment become a part of that
period. It does not matter what you write about it, what you write
about the Vedic Age or some subsequent period in India. You
must adapt yourself to that period and feel the urges, the impulses,
-the dangers, disasters, the joys, sorrows, then to some extent, of
course only to some extent, you become part of that period and
‘begin to get some vague understanding. It has to be vague, it can’t
‘be real but still some vague understanding of what people lived
‘like and moved, what their hopes and difficulties were.

Once yon_ do that you become part of that period for the time
being. Immediately you cease to be or you tend to cease tq be
.completely objective historians, you function just like an individyal
in the present context who presumes to write absolutel
‘as if he was some distant observer of the current
in the world or in India. Well he can give a large py

¥y objectively,
€vents today
mber of dates
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and events, this happened and that happened but only a professional
historian will be able to read what he has written, completely-
uninteresting to any body except as a reference book if you like..

If you want to give some flesh and blood to your conception of
history, you must live it in the present or in the past. If you are
apart from it, it is a dry stuff, not very much, of human value
except as a reference thing. Therefore if you identify yourself with-
the period, whether the past or the present, you must have mused
about that period. )

The historian is not supposed to be a blank mind incapable of
human feelings, desires, urges, aspirations, just reflecting somebody
else’'s mind. I say this because there is so much talk about the
objective view of doing things. Well, if I may say so with all hu-
mility, there is no such thing in the wide world as an objective view
except for the objective fool. Any man who has any guts in him,.
has views. Yes. He should suppress them. He should not allow
them to distort his vision. That is true. But if he has absolutely
no views at all on problems that agitate humanity, he can never
enter into the spirit of humanity. He must have views and the
stronger the views the more he can identify himself. Of course it
they are too strong he may topple over and intellectually topple-
over.

So this difficulty comes in. If you remain intellectually quite
apart from the event you are dealing with, you do not wholly
appreciate it, you cannot write about it with that warmth which
good writing should contain. If you identify yourself more or less
to some extent you will get the warmth at the cost of objectivity.

I prefer the latter any day because there is life in that writing
and life in that thinking even. Then there are bare records of
events without anything that moves you. If you are not moved, if
the writer is not oved, how can the reader be moved. It is obvious
if the writer feels no deep interest or passion in what he is writing,
obviously he cannot convey something he has not got, he cannot
convey to his readers. He may write text-books for students to pass.
an examination but it is not a book that people will read with
pleasure.

So there is this difficulty about this business of history and now
when the material of history is not the individual but society as
such—in the biggest possible way—what records do you keep in
vour archives? It is all very well to talk about ancient records.

You may have a letter of Akbar or an edict of Ashoka which is of’

the highest importance. It is all right. What records do you keep
today of events because everything is important. Every pamphlet
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that somebody issues is important from the point of view o the
historian. Probably that little pamphlet may give you an isighg,
into some thing or some poster will give you insight into som#hing,
which you may not get from the fat tomes of history.

This is the material for future historians. Then you come 1P to.
this difficulty that the material is coming so fast that it is ttally
impossible for anyone to grasp it. You may spend your li® in
examining one tiny part of it and you may get some idea, you Mmay
become an expert in that tiny part, but understanding a tiny part
does not mean understanding a picture at all, the picture of himan
{ife. the picture of man striving successfully or unsuccessully.
going forward and all that. You may write about a certain priod.
as I see, sometimes the syllabuses of Universities, European hStory
from 1789 to 1914, and so on and so forth, whatever it is.

Not having myself studied it, how it is done. I find it very diffi-
cult to understand or appreciate how anybody can understand the
movement of the human race by studying history in this way of
course, one can specialise in a particular period but only wher You
know something about an entire picture, then vou can look closely-
with a microscope into a small part of it. If you look at the small
part all the time all your life, then you shrink to that small part
and keep apart from the wider picture yourself. That is the

difficulty.

And now with this vast amount of material, every newspaper
every book. all this material for future history, how am I to read a
hundred thousand books, billions of pages, newspapers and others.
nobody can do it. So that curiously enough while on the other.
hand. the historians live completely in the present and cannot trans-
port themselves into the past.of which they write. Also it loses
much significance.

So you must have as a historian a dual personality which partly
lives in the present, and partly in the past and if the two arcf_not
integrated, the past and the present, inside you, you may ‘get nto
trouble with yourself. So these difficulties arise. .

Now not being a historian at all and only a person interest¢>d in
the development of human society and interested also in indivi(luals
who have played an important role.in it, I can presume to spe: K 10
you because only two types of persons can speak about a suk ject;
one is the person who knows a good deal about it: the other 1S @
person who is comoletely ignorant about it. I belong to the 1 atter
type. ‘Therefore I have presumed to speak about this. Well, he Ving
explained my own presence here, I gladly inaugurate this confer €nCe-
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After the Inaugural Address by the Prime Minister, Dr. K. 1,
‘Shrimali delivered his Presidential Address. )

Presidential Address of Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Minister for Education,
Government of India.

Mr. Prime Minister, Members of the Commission, Ladieg

and
Gentlemen,

It is my privilege to welcome you on behalf of the Government
of India to the thirty-fifth session of the Commission. During the
last year we lost some eminent scholars of Indian history—Dr. G. S.
Sardesai, Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, Brig. H. Bullock and Dr. A. S Altekar,
Dr. Sardesai’s death, following so soon after the death of Dr. J. N.
Sarkar, has created a void which will not be easy to fill, An
acknowledged authority on Maratha history, he was one of the very
first who used the hitherto untapped vast source materials of Maratha
history brought to light by Rajwade, Khare and Parasnis. He had
an almost unbroken association with the Indian Historical Records
Commission from 1923 to 1957, when he felt he was too old to be
of much use to the Commission. Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, Professor
of Lucknow University, was a member from 1948 to 1952 and Brig.
H. Bullock, former Judge Advocate General of India, was a member
from 1942 to 1947. Dr. Altekar, Director, K. P. Jayaswal Research
Institute, Patna, was an authority on Ancient Indian History and
it came as a great shock when he passed away on the eve of the
twenty-second session of the Indian History Congress at Gauhati
aver which he was to preside. The loss of these distinguished
scholars is irreparable.

This is the second time that the Commission is meeting at Delhi.
which has always occupied a pride of place in Indian history. For
ages it has seen the foundation and flowering of successive empires
and been the hub round which the fate of the greater part of Indi,
revolved. The mounds and ruins of its thirteen cities bear visible
testimony to the dramas that were enacted here, and indeed, each
particle of its dust may be said to be surcharged with history. The
tradition has been maintained, almost unbroken, to the present. ang
indeed the current drama is more absorbing than &ll those that
preceded it. Proximity and familiarity tend to make us oblivious
of this fact, but occasions such as this offer an opportunity of recal-
ling the stirring times of the bygone as well as of the present age.

Though the flow of accessions to National Archives of India has,
as during the past few years, suffered from want of space, the
Department drew up an extensive programme for acquiring docu-
ments of historical importance in private custody either by way of

Dr. Ko L. Shrimali,
Union Minister for Education
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gift or by purchase. An Advisory Committee was appointed by the
‘Government to assist the Director of Archives in assessing the valud
of documents offered for sale. This programme has made som
headway and the Department has been able to acquire some valu
able documents and manuscripts. The documents received by way
of gift include a collection of personal letters of Dr. N. B. Khar:
containing letters exchanged between him and other national leader:
like Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Pandit Jawaharla
‘Nehru and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee; a manuseript in Lal
Lajpatrai’s handwriting containing “recollections of his life anc
-work for an Independent India while living in U.S.A. and Japan'
from the New York Public Library; and three Persian document
" from Dr. Saiyid Fakhrud-Din of Baroda. A total of 170 document
and manuscripts has been p_urchased, among these mention may b
made of a farman of Emperor Akbar in Persian; Muntakhabut
Twarikh, a manuscript in Persian throwing light on the late
Mughals and the East India Company’s dealings with the Nawab
of Oudh. Khulasatul-Akhbar, a general history in Persian from th
creation of the world down to 905 AH. (1499-1500 AD.) written i
1032 A.H. (1622-23 AD.); and Munshat-i-Madho Ram, dated 1110 A H
(1699-1700 A.D.), a collection of letters in Persian from th
‘well-known Munshi to the Emperor Aurangzeb, members of th
royal family, nobles and chiefs. Besides. microfilm copies of som
~valuable documents including Rozramcha-i-Bahadur Shah, belong
ing to Naziria Public Library, Delhi, and 91 documents includin
farmans, sanads, and parwanas of the Mugha! Emvpercrs and thei
nobles available in the Delhi Fort Museum have been acquired.

Closely linked with the programme of acquisition of document
.and manuscripts is the scheme of the compilation of a Nationa
Register of Records in private custody. The greatest difficulty i
implementing the scheme is our lack of information about suc
.documents. In a huge country like India, such information can b
gathered only through the active cooperation of the State Govern
ments who can avail of the assistance of the State or District Record
*Survey Committees or learned institutions in their respective area:
As a token of its interest in this matter, the Government of Indi
. have decided to sanction grants to such State Governments whic
might undertake to collect information about documents in privat
-hands for the proposed National Register. So far five State
including Rajasthan, Madras, Orissa, Punjab and U.P. have draw
. up schemes for the contemplated drive.

Besides its current scheme of microfilming records in th
"National hives of India the Department has drawn up 2 prc
-gramme O microfilming records of national importance. and th
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Government have decided to ceposit a copy each of such ricrotilmg

in four selected libraries in different parts of the country as a pre-

caution against their possible loss. The Government are also trying
to obtain microfilm copies of records from foreign countries. Orders.
for microfilms of Dutch records from 1732 cnwards have already
been placed.

The accessions during 1959 inciuded 156 reels of microfilms of
Additional Manuscripts and Egerton Manuscripts from the British
Museum; 1 reel from the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris; and 48 reels
from the U.S.A. under the Wheat Loan Programme.

The publication programme has made good progress during the
year under review. Six volumes—Volumes VI, IX and XIII of the
Fort William—India House Correspondence, Volume X of the
Calendar of Persian Correspondance, and Browne Correspondence
each of them running into 500 pages or more, and the introductery
purt of the guide to the Records in the National Archives of India
and two pamphlets—one on preservation and another on Indian
Seals hLave already been published. Further, the printing of one
volume consisting of three reviews of the State of Education in India
com'piled in 1862, 1867 and 1872, is almost complete.

The programme of repair and rehabilitation of records has also.

been receiving the attention of the Archives. Besides attending tc
the requirements of the records in its own custody, the Department
has repaired and laminated some important manuscripts in the
custody of private persons and institutions. These include Mahatma
Gandhi's papers collected by the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, a complete
set of files of ‘Indian Opinion’. and a folio of Shri Magan Lal Gandhi’s
correspondence.

The National Archives of India has recently embarked upon a
new project of cataloguing the seals found on the documents in its

custody. Besides, the Mughal and British seals and the seals of -

various local rulers, there are to be found the seals of Afghanistan.
Iran, Muscat, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet, Malaya ete. In view
of the great value of these seals as a primary source material of
Indian history, it is hoped that this pioneering venture will open up
new vistas of research and insnire other archival repositories in the
country to embark upon similar enterprises.

I must also apprise you of the progress made towards the pro-
posed enactment of a law pertaining to the administration of
archives. As recommended by the Commission at its last session
in January 1959, the Government of India appointed in Ausust 1959
a Committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. Tara Chand to advise
the Government on the proposed legislation. The Committee is
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‘finding ways and means of placing the administration of records on
.a sound footing and ensuring the preservation of the archival wealth
.of the country for posterity. The Government will take necessary

.action when the report is submitted. p

In order to give more encouragement to the students to conduct
.research in the National Archives of India, the Research Fellowship
.Scheme of the Department was revised and the value of research

‘tellowships has been raised.

The Training Scheme of the Department was also revised. The
number of stipends has been increased. In addition, provision has
been made to give special monthly allowances to ‘candidates
sponsored by State Governments and Central Government Offices

Yocated outside Delhi.

Access to original material and freedom of expression have
opened fresh avenues to research scholars and it is a matter of some
satisfaction that in the post-independence period there has been
considerable interest in historical research. The rumber of research
scholars working in the National Archives increased from 63 in 1947

to more than 150 in 1959.

We are at present so much engrossed with our own immediate
gocial and economic problems that we are apt to overlook the
importance of the patient and humble labours of the researcn
scholars who spent most of their life-span in digging into the past -
and making avallable to future historians facts which may throw
light on some ol our contemporary problems. In our country we
have not yet fully realised that history can play a very impprtant
role in guiding us to solve many of the baffling and complicated
problems which confront us tocay. History is not a simple chronicle
of past events; it is also an explanation of thosg events in the light
of the present. It inspires people to noble deeds and helps them to
avoid those pitfalls which have led humanity many times on the
path of destruction. History develops a balanced and rational
attitude towards the past. It saves us from either imitating the past
slavishly or rejecting it altogether; and in this way the study of
history. guards us aginst making mistakes in the social and political

life of our own times.

There are a vast number of historical events covering many
centuries, the explanation and understanding of which will serve as
beacon light in the stormy weather which we are facing today. If
history is to serve as an effective guide for proper understanding of
the problems of the day, it will have to be re-written by the histo-
rians. This is not to underestimate the importance of historians who
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have made vafuable contributions to the understanding of our
civilisation. The need for re-writing history arises from the fact
that however objective and scientific a historian may try to be, he
cannot be free completely from the values and ideals, the prejudices
and conflicts of his own age. He may try to subordinate the desire
for moral judgment to the need for accuracy, but, being human he
cannot help cherishing a secret hope of influencing the political
events of the day and expressing some kind of personal predilection
in the use of "his material. The histories written by the older
generations of historians cannot reflect the hopes and aspirations.
the tastes and preoccupations, the urges and struggles of our own
generation and however valuable old documents may be for
research scholars, they do not in themselves throw much light on

On the 4th evening the Education Minister was ‘At Home’ to the:
s of the Commission at Hyderabad House.

Members Present
Dr. K. L. Shrimali (President) Dr. B. A. Saletore
Dr. Tara Chand \ Dr. V. R. Peoras
Prof. Mohd. Mujeed Dr. S. C. Misra
Shri V. K. Bawa Dr. Hari Ram Gupta
Dr. H. K. Barpujari Prof. R. P. Patwardhan
Dr. P. M. Joshi Shri A. R. G. Tiwari
Shri Fida Mohammad Hassnain Dr. H. L. Gupta
Dr. Ram Mohan Sinha Dr. .N. K. Sahu
Shri T. Balakrishnan Nayar Shri N. B. Roy

member

Shri R. Subba Rao

the problems of today. In order that history may serve as an
inspiration for the present, the past must be revivified and recreated
by the creative vision of the historian so that its relationship and
link with the present may be clearly established. This is a tre-
mendous task and a formidable challenge to the present as well as
future historians.

Dr. M. Seshadri
Shri P. S. Raghavan
Shri V. S. Suri

. Shri N. R. Khadgawat

Shri G. N. Chandra

Shri G. H. Khare
Shri S. B. Bhat
Prof. D. V. Potdar
Dr. A. K. Majumdar

Dr. K. K. Datta Dr. R. R. Sethi
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D;f. A. L. Srivastava Dr. Sukumar Bhattacharya
Prof. S. Nurul Hasan Dr. P. Saran

Dr. O. Ramachandrayya Dr. S. B. Chaudhuri

Shri P. K. S. Raja Dr. V. G. Dighe

Tjr. H. R. Ghoshal Dr. Raghubir Sinh

Dr. N. K. Sinha Shri Mohibbul Hasanr Khan:
Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad Dr. P. C. Gupta

Dr. G. C. Pande Dr. Amalesh Tripathi

Shri 8. C. Sarkar Dr. M. Abdulla Chaghatai
Shri K. G. Saiyidain (Ministry of Education)

Shri P. N. Kirpal (Ministry of Education)

Shri K. D. Bhargava (Secretary).

In the end I have to thank the members of the Commission for
accepting our invitation to hold this session in Delhi in spite of
difficulties of accommodation and other inconveniences which they
have to face in Delhi. I am particularly grateful to the Prime
Minister that in spite of his preoccupations he has found time to
inaugurate this Conference. His presence on this cccasion is a
source of inspiration to us since he has not only discovered the past.
of India with the insight of a true historian but is also now respons-
ible for shaping the destiny of new India. It is in the fitness of
things that this gathering of distinguished historians should be
addressed by one who has already made an indelible imprint cn the
history of our times and who has also contributed signi}‘icantly to
the writing of history.

An exhibition of historical records, documents, maps, photographs:
etc. was organised in connection with the session of the Indian
Historical Records Commission at Vigyan Bhawan. The exhibition
was opened by Dr. K. L. Shrimali on the 4th February after the
Public Meeting, where the Prime Minister was an interested ’
spectator. A large number of interesting exhibits were displayed at
the exhibition, which included documents etc. from the National
*Archives of India, and from the State Archives Offices of Andhra,
Bihar, Bombay and Punjab.

In the afternoon of the 5th February twenty-two papers were
read and discussed. The session was presided over by Prof. D. V.
Potdar.
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL
RECORDS COMMISSION

‘The Minister for Education, Government of India—ex-officio
President.

The Educational Adviser to the Government of India, Ministry
of Education, New Delhi, ex-officio Chairman: (i) Research
& Publication Committee, (ii) Local Records Sub-
Committee.

The Director of Archives, Government of India, National

Archives of India, New Delhi, ex-officio Secretary, (i)
Indian Historical Records Commission, (ii) Research and
Publication Committee, (iii) Local Records Sub-Committee,

ORDINARY MEMBERS
Government of India
*Dr. Tara Chand. M.A., D. Phil, M.P, 8, Tughlak Road, New
Delhi.

*Dr. S. N. Sen, M.A.. Ph.D. D.Litt(Oxon), 6, Ekdalia Place,
Calcutta-19. ‘

*Dr. R. C. Majumdar, M.A,, Ph.D., 4, Bepin Pa! Road, Cal-
cutta-26.

*Prof. Mohd. Mujeeb, Vice-Chancellor, Jamia Millia Islamia,
Delhi.

*Dr. M. L. Roonwal, Director, Zoological Strvey of India, 34,
Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta-12.

State Governments

*Shri V. K. Bawa, .AS., Director, Central Record Office,
Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad.

*Dr H. K. Barpujari, M.A,, Ph. D(London), Head of the Depart-
ment of History, Cotton College, Gauhati. '

*Dr. P. M. Joshi, M.A,, Ph.D., Director of Archives & Historical
Monuments, Secretariat Record Office, Bombay.

*Sri Fida Mohammad Hassnain, M.A.,, Director of Records,
Government of Jammu & Kashmir, Srinagar.

*Dr. Ram Mohan Sinha, M.A, Ph.D., Reader in History,
Mahakoshal Mahavidyalaya, Jabalpur (M.P.).

*Shri T. Balakrishnan Nayar, M.A, Principal, Presidency
College, Madras.

*Also members of the Research and Publication Committee.
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*Dr. M. Seshadri, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Director of Archaeo-
logy, Government of Mysore, Mysore.

*Shri P. S. Raghavan, M.A,, Professor of History & Politics,
University College, Trivandrum.

#Shri S. C. De, Curator, Orissa State Archives, Bhubaneswar.

*Shri V. S. Suri, M.A., Keeper of Records of the Government
of Punjab, Punjab Government Record Office, Patiala.
*Shri N. R. Khadgawat, M.A., Director of Archives, Govern-

ment of Rajasthan, Jaipur.
Dr. Ram Prasad Tripathi, M.A, D.Sc, 8, Mall Avenue,
Lucknow.

_*Shri G. N. Chandra, Keeper of Records of the Government of

West Bengal, Writers’ Building, Calcutta.

RESEARCH AND PUBLTCATION COMMITTEE

Dr. K. K. Datta, M.A., Ph.D., Director of Archives, Government
of Bihar, Patna.

Dr. G. N. Saletore, M.A.. Ph.D., Keeper of Archives, Govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh, Central Record Office, 53 Mahatma
Gandhi Marg, Allahabad.

Universities
Dr. A. L. Srivastava, M.A,, Ph.D,, D.Litt., Professor of History,
Agra College, Agra.

Prof. S. Nurul Hasan, M.A., Head of the Department of History,
Muslim University, Aligarh.

Dr. B. P. Saksena, M.A.,, Ph.D,, Head of the Department of
History, Allahabad University, Allahabad.

Dr. O. Ramachandrayya, M.A., Ph.D,, Reader in History &
Politics, Andhra University, Waltair. .

Shri P. K. S. Raja, M.A,, M Litt,, Reader in History, Annamalat
University, Annamalamagar

Dr. R. S. Tripathi, M.A,, D.Litt., Head of the Department of
History, Central Hindu College, Banaras.

Dr. H. R. Ghoshal, M.A,, Ph.D., Head of the History Depart-
ment, L. S. College, Muzaffarpur (Bihar).

Prof. William Coelho, M.A,, 46-A, Kotwadi, Bombay-186.
Dr. N. K. Sinha, M.A, Ph.D.,, Head of the Department of

History, University of Calcutta, 47-A, Ekdalia Road,
Calcutta-19.

*Alsé?n';nbers of the Research an-' Publications Committee.
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Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, M.A,, D.Litt., Head of the Department
of History, University of Delhi, Delhi.

Dr. G. C. Pande, Head of the Department of Ancient History
& Culture; Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur.

Dr. S. L. Katare, M.A., Ph.D., Director, Institute of Languages
& Research, University of Jabalpur, Jabalpur.

Shri S. C. Sarkar, M.A. (Oxon), Professor & Head of the
Department of History, Jadavpur University, Calcutta-32.

Dr. B. A Saletore, M.A., Ph.D. (London), D. Phil (Giessen),
Director, Kannada Research Institute, Dharwar.

Dr. N. L. Chatterjee, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt., Head of the Depart-
ment of History, “Kali Sadan”, P.O. Sundarbagh, Lucknow.

Dr K. K. Pillai, M.A.. D.Phil, Professor of Indian History,
Madras University, Madras.

Dr. S. Srikanta Sastri, M.A., D.Litt., Professor of History,
Maharaja’s College, Mysore.

Shri J. R. Desai, C. N. Vidyalaya, Ambawadi, Ellisbridge, _

Ahmedabad.

Dr. V. R. Deoras, M.A., Ph.D., Professor of History, Nagpur
University, Nagpur. '

Dr. S. C. Misra, MA., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda, Baroda—-2.

Shri K. A. Sajun Lal, M.A., Sajun Lal Street, Secunderabad.
Dr. Hari Ram Gupta, M.A.. Ph.D.. D.Litt., Head of the Depart-
ment of History, Punjab University, Hoshiarpur,

Prof. R. P. Patwardhan. LES, (Retd), 800. Bhandarkar
Institute Road, Poona-4.

Shri A. R. G. Tiwari, M.A., Professor of History & Political
Science, Vithalbhai Patel Mahavidyalaya, Vallabn

- Vidyanagar, Via Anand (W. Railway).

Dr. H. L. Gupta, M.A., D.Phil., Head of the Department of
History. University of Saugar, Saugar (M.P.).

Dr. N. K. Sahu, M.A,, Ph.D., Lecturer in History, Ravenshaw
College, Cuttack.

Shri M. N. Kaul, M.A., Principal, Government Degree College,
Ratlam.

Shri N. B. Roy, M.A,, Professor of Islamic History, Visva-
Bharati University, Santiniketan (West Bengal).

Institutions
Shri R. Subba Rao, M.A., Honorary General Secretary, The

Andhra Historical Research Society, Rajahmundry, Andhra
Pradesh.
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Shri Jogesh Chandra Bagal, Bangiya Sahitya Parishad, 120/2,
Upper Circular Recad, Calcutta-9.

Dr. U. N. Ghoshal, M.A,, Ph.D., (The Asiatic Scciety) 35,
Ramananda Chatterjee Street, Calcutta-9.

Shri G. H. Khare, Curator, Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka
Mandala, 313(A) Sadashiv Peth, Poona.

Dr. D. C. Ganguly, M.A,, Ph.D. (London), Secretary & Curatc
Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta—16.

Shri S. B. Bhat, Honorary Secretzyy, Reiwade Sanshodhan
Mandal, Dhulia.

Shri S. L. Poplai, M.A., Secretary General. Indian Council of
World Affairs, Sapru House, New Delhi.

Prof. V. K. N. Menon, Director, Indian Institute of Publje
Administration, 6, Bhagwandas Road, New Delhi.

Shri S. H. Askari, M.A., (Bihar Research Society) Professor of
History, Patna College, Patna. .

Shri D. G. Landge, Vidharbha Samshodhan Mandal, Uttar
Ambajhari Marg, Nagpur.

Dr. G. M. Moraes, M.A,, Ph.D., (Asiatic. Society of Bombay)
9. New Marine Lines. Bombay.

Prof. D. V. Potdar, (Indian History Congress), “Lokakalyan”,
77 Shanwar Peth, Poona.

Dr. A. K. Majumdar, M.A., Ph.D., Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Curzon Road, New Delhi.

Shri R. S. Panchamukhi, ‘M.A., Chief Ecitor, Karnatak Histori-
cal Society, Dharwar.

Dr. S. Gopal, M.A, D. Phil (Oxon), Director, Historical
Division, Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi.

Dr. Y. K. Deshpande, M.A., D.Litt.,, Sharadashram. Yeotmal
(M.P)).

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS (In India)
1. Dr. Rama Rao, M.A.,, Ph.D., Professor of History, S.V.
University College. Tirupati.

2. Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, M.A,, Ph.D., Vice-Chancellor, Gauhati
University, Gauhati.

3. Dr. K. K. Basu, M.A,, Ph.D,, Professor of History, T.N.J.
College, Bhagalpur (Bihar).
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arch Insti
Darbhanga (Bihar). nstitute,

. Shri S. R. Sharma, Principal, D.A.V. College, Chandigarh

(Punjab).

- Dr. R R. Sethi, MAA,, PhD., 103, Golf Link New Delhi.
. Shri A. Ghosh. Director Genaral of Arch

acolo -
ment of 'ndia, New Delhi. 8y, Govern

. Dr. Sukumar Bhattacharya, M.A., Ph.D,, Edﬁcation Officer

University Grants Commission, Old Mil] Road, New Delhi

. Dr. P. Saran, M.A,, Ph.D., Reader in History, Delhi Univer-

sity, Delhi,

Dr. S. B. Chaudhuri, MA., PhD,, Editor, Gazetteer Unit
Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs New'
Delhi. )

Dr. V. G. Dighe, M.A,, Ph.D, Senior Research Officer,

History of Freedom Movement Unit, C /o National Archives
of India, New Delhi

Dr. Raghubir Sinh, M.A, D.Litt, M.P.. Raghubir Niwas
Sitamau (M.P). '

Shri A. H. Nizami, M.A., Professor of History, Thakur '

Ranmat Singh College, Rewa (M.P.). .

Shri S. Gopalan, Honorary Secretary, Tanjore Maharaja
Serfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.

Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, M.A., Professor of Indology
Maharaja’s College, Mysore. '

Dbr. K. N. V. Sastri, M A., Ph.D.,, Ravi Nivas, 90, West Park
Road, Maleswaram, Bangalore—3.

Dr. Hare Krushna Mahtab, Chief Minister,
Bhubaneswar. )

Dr. Ganda Singh, M.A., Ph.D., Retired Ditrector of Archivés
The Mall, Patiala. '

Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan, M.A., Reader in Hj
Muslim University, Aligarh. story,

Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan, D.Litt, Pro-Vice Chan
» ' - 11
Muslim University, Aligarh. ceor

Dr. A. C. Banerjee, M.AA., PhD., 5. Jadu Mit \
Calcutta—4. ‘8 Lane,

Dr. P. C. Gupta, M.A,, PhD, 125, Rashbehari Avenue,

Orissa,

Calcutta.

. Dr. 5. P. Sen, D.Litt,, 5A, Motilal Nehru Road, Calcutta.
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94 Dr. Amalesh Tripathi, M.A., Ph.D., Professor of History,.
Presidency College, Calcutta.

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS' (Outside India)

Australia
Mr. H. L. White, Librarian, Commonwealth National Library,

Canberra.
Belgium
Mr. C. Tihon, 58, rue Monrese, Brussels, 3.
Mr. Et. Sabbe, Archiviste Gener_al du Royaume, Brussels.

Burma i
Prof. U. Ba Nyunt, M.A, FRHistS, FRAS. (London),
Professor of History, University of Rangoon, Rangoon.

Ceylon :
Dr. G. C. Mendis, Ph.D., Reader in History, University of.

Ceylon, Peradeniya.

Dr. Gunwardana, Ph.D. (London), Lecturer in History, Uni-
versity of Ceylon, Peradeniya. A

Dr. Arasaratnam, Ph.D. (London), Lecturer in History, Uni--
versity of Ceylon, Peradeniya.

Ceylon, Colombo. ‘ : '
Mr. G. D. Ramasinghe, Assistant Government Archivist,.

China \
Mr. Wu Pao Kang, Head of the Department of Historical
Archives, Chinese People’s University, Peking.
Mr. Shah Yueh, Head of the Teaching & Research Section on
Chinese History, Chinese People’s University, Peking.

'Denmark
Dr. Axel Linvald, Director, Rigsarkivet, Copenhagen.
Mr. Kristoff Glamann, Arts Magisteriat, Lecturer, University
of Copenhagen, Copenhagen.

Egypt
Dr. Ibrahim Noshi, 4, Ahmed Nessim Street, Giza, Orman.
~ Mr. Hassan Osman, Institute of African Studies, Faculty of
Arts, Cairo University, Dokky, Giza.
Dr. Ahmed Ezzad Abd EL Kerim, Professor of Modern History,.
' Ain Shams University, Cairo.
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v, M. Chafig Chorbal, 52, Sh}sria EL Mir
Cairo. /

Dr. M. Mahdi Allam, Dean of the Fa
University, Cairo.

Germany

Prof. G. W. Sante, Director of State Archives,
Mainzerstrasse 80.

ghany, Holipolis.

culty of Arts. Ain Sams

Wieshaden,
Dr. G. Winter, Director of Federal
Koblenz, Am Rhein 12.

Dr. John Papritz. Director of State Archives,
Fridrichplatz.

Government Archives,

Marburg,

Indonesia

Dr. Pengeran Arie Hossein, Kebon Sirih 115e, Djakarta.

Dr. R. Soekanto, Professor of Faculty of Arts, University of
Indonesia, Djalan Dipanegra 82, Diskarta

Iran ,
Prof. Saeed Nafissi, Professor of History, Universty of Tehran
8 Member, Anjuman-e-Iran, Shenasai, Tehran.
taly '

Prof. Armando Lodolini, Superintendent of Ceniral Archives,
Government of Italy, Rome.
Japan
Dr. Taro Sakamoto, Litt, D., Directar & Professor of Historio-
graphical Institute, Tokyo University, Tokya.
Malaya Federation

Mr. C. Northeote Parkineon, Professor, Summer School of Arts
& Science, University of Harvard, Cambridge, Mass
(USA). :
Mr. L. M. Harrod, Director, Raffles National Library, Singa-
pore.
Mauritivs ‘

Dr. A. Toussaint, Ph.D. {London}, Chief Archivist,
ment of Mauritiue Port Louis,

Govern-

Netherlands

Mr. H. Hardenberg, Director General of the State Archiv

es,
Blijenburg—7, The Hague.

Madam Maria Jurriaanse, Archivist of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, The Hague. -
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Mrs. M. A. P. Melink-Roelofsz, Chartermaster, Algemeen
Rijksarchief, Blijenburg—7, The Hague.

Pakistan
Mian Mohammad Sadullah, P.C.S., Keeper of Records, Govern-
ment of West Pakistan, West Pakistan Civil Secretariat,

Lahore.
Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah, Professor, Islamic History & Culture,
University of Dacca, Dacca.

Dr. M. A. Chaghatai, 15-F, Gulbarg, Lahore.

Dr. Riazul Islam, Reader in History, University of Sind,
Karachi.

Mr. S. M. Jaffar, Director of Archives, Central Record Office,
Peshawar.

United Kingdom ,
Prof. C. H. Philips, Professor of Indian History, School of
Oriental & African Studies, University of London, London.

Dr. C. C. Davies, Reader in Indian History, Balliol College,
University of Oxford, Oxford.

Miss L. S. Sutherland, Principal, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford.

Mr. D. L. Evans, Deputy Keeper of Records, Public Record
. Office, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2.

Prof. V. T. Harlow, Beit Professor of Colonial History, Univer-
sity of Oxford, (Balliol College), Oxford.

Dr. K. A. Ballhatchet, School of Oriental & African Studies,
London, W.C. 1.

Dr. T. G. P. Spear, M.A,, Ph.D. (Cantab), Selwyn College,
Cambridge.

Sir Theodore E. Gregory, D.Sc., C/o Anglo-American Corpora-
tion of South Africa Ltd., London S.W. 3.

Sir Hilary Jenkinson, CB.A., Arun House, Horsham, Sussex.

Mr. S. C. Sutton, Librarian, India Office Library, Common-
. wealth Relations Office, White Hall, London.

Dr. Solon J. Buck, 321A, Street S.E., Washington 3, D.C.

Dr. Wayne C. Grover, Archivist of the United States General
Services Administration, National Archives & Records
Services, Washington 25, D.C.
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Lt. Col. Arthur E. Kimberley, Wright Air Development Centre,

. Holden Furber, Professor of South Asian Re

Air Research & Development Command, United States
Air Force, Wright Petterson Air Force Base, Ohio.

. Lester K. Born, Alban Towers, 3700, Massachusetts

Avenue, N.W., Washington 16, D.C.

gional Studies,
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Peena.

. Ernst Posner, Director, School of Social Sciences & Public

Affairs, American University, Washington, D.C.

. V. N. Shumilov, Chief of the Department of the State

Archives of the Ancient Acts of the U.S.S.R.,, Moscow.

. V. V. Makaskov, Head of the Chair of History & Organisa-
- tion of Archives, Moscow State Historical Archivis

t Ins-
titute, Moscow:. .
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

New Delhi, 5 February, 1960

The twenty-ninth meeting of the Research and Publication Com-
mittee was held at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi at 11-0 o.m. on
Friday, 5 February, 1960. The meeting was presided over by Shri
K. G. Saiyidain, Educational Adviser to the Government of India

‘and ex-officio Chairman of the Committee.

The list of members who attended the meeting will be found at

the end of the proceedings.

Welcoming the members Shri Saiyidain said that the Govern-
ment of India were very thankful to all the members of the Re-
search. and Publication Committee for the help and advice that they
had been extending to the National Archives of India from time to
time in implementing its various programmes. Referring to the
agenda of the meeting, the Chairman said that the policy of the
Government. of India in implementing the various proposals -sug-
gested therein would depend largely on the availability of money
and suitable personnel. The Government, he added, were particu-
larly handicapped by a recent directive from the Ministry of Home
Affairs which restricted the recruitment of additional staff to the
barest minimum. There was, therefore, need for the Committee to
formulate its proposals as realistically as possible with due regard
to priorities. v ‘

\

Referring to the Publication Programme of the National Archi-
ves of India, Shri Saiyidain said that the programme which was
formulated as far back as 1942, and was originally meant to be a
Five-year Programme had not been, completed. Though the tempo
of work had increased recently, he was told that the work would
take five or six years more to complete. That, he added, would in-

dicate that there was need to be more realisitic in our future plan--

ning and far more vigorous implementation.

Shri Saiyidain further said that in so far as implementation of

the various programmes recommended by the Research and Publi-
cation Commitfee was concerned, he had observed that the pro-

gress in the States was unfortunately slow. This, he said, might be

largely due to the fact that these items of work were in most cases

-given a low priority. He, therefore, '/appealed to all the members

that whenever any decision of the Research and Publication Com-
mittee was referred to the States, Universities etc., they should use
their influence to ensure that proper attention was paid to them and
they were expeditiously implemented,



22

1. Review of action taken on the resolutions passed at the twenty-

eighth and some previous meetings.
(Please see conspectus).

Action taken was recorded.

2. Review of progress made in the Publication Pr

ogramme of the
National Archives of India

A tabular statement reviewing the progress made in the Puhli-

cat.on Programme of the National Archives of India for 1959 is
given in Appendix ‘A’.

Under Scheme I. an Editor is to be abpointed for Volume XII of
the Fort William-India House Correspondence in place of late Dr.
S. N. Das Gupta. The Commitiee may suggest a name.

Under Scheme I1. the Sub-Committee for Publication appointed
by the Research and Publication Committee has recommended that
the Sir John Shore’s Minutes need not be published in view of the
fact that many of the important minutes have already heen brought

out. Please see recommendation No. (2) of the Second Meeting of
the Sub-Committee (Appendix G.).

Dr. Raghubir Sinh enquir
the National Archives of Ind
Fort William—Indiq House C

ed how much time it would take for
‘a to fix the price of Volume I of the
orrespondence.

The Secretary replied that th
recently decided to fix the price of
fixing the price of the volume was
in question being quite volumino

e National Archives of India had
the volume at Rs. 32. The delay in
due to the fact that the publication
us, the original cost of the volume

e volumes should not exceed Rs. 20.
ho tried to fix the price at Rs. 25. The Government of India did not

agree to th's. Ultimately he had to agree to Rs. 32 ag 5 compromise
The Volume would be placed on sale soon.

Dr. R. R. Sethi enquired whether it would n
the National Archives of India to sel

rates to the members of the Indi

ot be possible for
these volumes at discount
an Historical Records Commissian.

The Secretary replied that the

price of the volumes w
by the Manager of Publics

ere fixed
auons, who also solg them.

After some discussion the following resolution was passed:

Resolution ‘I.~Resolved that the publicationé brought cut by the
National Archives of India under its Publication Programme may
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. ian Historical Records Commission
mbers of the Indian
be sold to the,me
at concessiondi rates.

Raghubir Sinh then proposed that the name of the Officer who
Dr. Rag 1

ian Correspondence should be
i he Calendar of Persian
actually =dited t

. in the volumes.
prmet said that these did not form part of fch»e regular
The Secretary mme of the National Archives of India, but was
Pubhca?l?lr;tifgorfan old series started by Sir E. Denison Ross
i n
e bir Sinh said that there was some justiﬁcat‘ion for Sir
Dr. Raght int -his name as he himself was a Persian scholar.
Denison Ross ' Is)ll;bsequent Directors most of them did not know
But .among tthhe re was, therefore, all the more reason for them it
Pers:{an ir}i(ei nafnes of the Officers who actually edited the Calendar
mention
g respondence.
of Per Sm?L CO:e:f Prasad said that he was not sure whe.ther n
b B-l shgs \iv f the Government of India it was essential that
the pubhcati'onlal ?‘ne members of the staff who were responsible for
th(.a e ! ablication of a volume should be mentioned. In the
editing andt ppuublications either no name was given, or only the
S;r\r’leel"r;;nf}llle Head of the Department was printed.

ir Si . P. M. Joshi said that for the
P _ Raghubir Sinh, Dr. P. :
,Sl.lp},)_ .Ortm%thlile Bombay Record Office the State Government’s
puﬂb.hcatlons.(iwavs to prnt the name of the scholar who actua.lly
pgl Ci; e f:mev This. accordng to him, gave hoth recognition
edited a voC . : e :
and encouragement to the scholars.

- i in the Fort William—India House Cor-
The Secretdri};ssa;? x:/}}lliz}x the Director of Archives, Government
Tespoﬂdence Se}f éeneral Editor, the names of the Honorary Editors
of India, was ! : ted. In the Preface to these vo'umes he had also
were.always S eeé of the membears of the staff who had assisted
n%ent‘foned_t‘he f;f: volumes. The same principle was followed bhv
}}:'lm lrrll t;ditg:‘%wne Correspondence and Calendar of Persian Corres-
im i e 1
pongzzzilding the discussion the Chairman said that this would
urpose adequately.
Ser‘;lrtih; pM.pHassnain‘said that according to Resglut{on V of tbe
twentv-se;/enth meeting of the Research onid 'Puv?:,\l_?atmn Comm(xit.—
tee th"e Editcrs ete., were roguiniad 1o o ;113‘ o r work exiehz
tiously. From the statement of the. Publication Pr(?grammc
found that publication of the Marathi Letters and Elphinstone Cor-
respondence had not so far been completed {hough the worl;\.; were
entArusted to the Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala Xand agpur
University more than ten years ago.
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Shri D. V. Potdar replied that so far as the Marathi Letters
were concerned, these were published some three or four years
back. But according to the contract the Bharata Itihasa Samsho-
dhaka Mandala had also to publish English summaries of those letters
with notes ete. It was here that the Mandala was facing financial
difficulties. He said he had a discussion with the Director of Archi-
ves, Government of India on the matter and hoped something would
be done in this regard.

As regards Elphinstone Correspondence, Dr. R. M. Sj i

, - R. M. Sinha said
that before he left Nagpur University, the major portion of the
Volume was already printed and only about 50 pages remained to
be set on print.

Dr. V. R. Deoras, representative of the Nagpur University said
that the delay was mainly on the part of the press. He, however
asspred the Committee that necessary action would be ta]:cen by the,
University in expediting the printing.

W%th regard to the Hindi Letters the Secretary said that Volume
I, which was being edited and published by the Allahabad Universi-
ty, was expected to come out of the press shortly. As regards
Xlolum}f II, which was being published by the Government of Rajas-
prig,r es: asked Shri N. R. Khadgawat to throw some light on its

Shri N. R. Khadgawat said that he was not a
position. All that he knew was that the manuscrigtiriv:fetgleﬂolziiﬁ
sometime in 1944 and some funds were provided by the GOVEl';lp t
of Rajasthan for the publication of the Volume. He had anm:;:
that sometime in 1954 or 1955 Dr. M. L. Sharma, who was ed'ic' .
thg volume, was asked by the State Govemment’ to hand ov l ?ﬁg
editing work to some body else, e

Shri V. S.. Suri said that this was a very sorry state of affairs anad
some remedial measures might be taken.

After some discussion it was decided th

at Dr. M. L. Sh
s§1otulcihbe req}l{xesbed through the Government of Rajasthan to 111;1;3
plete the work within a specified period, otherwi .
be taken away from him. rivise the work should

With regard to Ochterlony Papers, Dr.- N. K. Si i

: \ , Dr. N. K. Sinha said th
Calc'utta University had been assured of some grant Dby theatUtr}::
versity Grants Commission, and as such the University would b
able to undertake the publication of the volume. ©

The question of appointment of an Honorar i
ar y Editor for Vol
XII of the Fort William.—India House Correspondence in plac:r[:;

late Dr. S. N. Das Gupta was then taken up for consideration. The

names of Dr. H. L. Gupta and Dr. A. Tripathi were proposed

" ment at Annexure
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ussion in which Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, Dr.

After a short disc
Chairman participated, the following resolu-

N. K. Sinha and the
tion was passed:

Resolution IL.
Records Commission,
with the Chairman ©

__Resolved that the Secretary, Indian Historical
may take necessary action in consultation
f the Research and Publication Committee to
appoint an Honorary Editor for Volume XII of the Fort William—
India House Correspondence in place of late Dr. S. N. Das Gupta.

3. Resolution by Shri R. P. Pat.wa'rdhan regarding appointment of
additionat staff for the National Archives of India to expedite

its Publication Programme
«The Committee notes that the progress of the publication of the
volumes of the Fort william—India House Correspondence under
the Publication Programme of the National Archives of India is dis-
appointingly slow, and requests the Secretary of the Indian Histori-
cal Records Commisson to move the Government of India to sane-
tion additional staff and funds to the Department to enable the work

to be carried out more expeditiously”.

note—Every effort is being made to expedite the
various volumes under the Publication Programme
1 Archives of India. As will appear from the state-
I, three volumes of Fort William—India House
Correspondence have peen printed since the Commission met last
in December 1958 and two more volumes are in various stages of
printing. Under Scheme II, Browne Correspondence has also been
printed this Year. This shows a decided improvement on the pro-
gress made in the previous years. As was explained several times
in the past, the slow progress in printing the volumes could be
attributed mainly to the additional work that had to be done after
they were received from the Honorary Editors and the difficulties
that the National Archives of India had to face in selecting suitable
press to undertake the work of printing. Appointment of additional
staff for National Archives will no doubt help in expediting the
Publication Programme, but this may not be feasible for sometime to

Secretary’s
publication of
of the Nationa

come.

The following resolution was passed:

Resolution III.—This Committee recommends that the Govern-
ment of India may be moved to sanction additional staff and funds
to the National Archives of India to expedite its Publication Pro-
gramme. :

4 Recommendations of the Sub-Committee for Publication

The Research and Publication Committee at its twenty-sixth
meeting held at Bhubaneswar in March 1958 appointed a Sub-Com-
mittee to reassess the Twenty-Year Publication Programme of the
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National Archives of India. The Sub-Commitiee held three meet-
ings on the 1st September, 8th and 30th December, 1958 respectively.
The proceedings of the meetings of the Sub-Committee will be found

in Appendix G- The main recommendations of the Sub-Committee
are: —

(1) that the present scheme of publishing letters to and from
the  Court of Directors in extenso may be given up
for the period after 1809. Instead, selected records
alone may be published in the same series;

{'1) thai a detailed scheme for publishing selected documents
may be prepared by the National Archives of India
relatng 1o post-1858 period. In the first place, docu-
ments relating to Land Revenue, Finance, F
and Foreign Relations should be published

(1ii) that some items under the new scheme ma
by the National Archives of
ones by various Universities;

(iv) that the publication of Sir John Shore’s Minutes need not
be undertaken since most of the
have already been published; and

(v) that the National Archives of India should not undertake

any new programme until the present Publication Pro.-
gramme is completed.

iscal Policy
¥y be taken up
India and the remaning

important minutes

The details of the records proposed to be
of the recommendations of the Sub-Commi
the Research and Publication Committee,

After the implications of the main recommendations of the
Sub-Committze were explained by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, Dr. N. K.
Sinha said that Land Revenue, being more or less of local interest,
need not be included under the proposed Publication Programme,

published on the basis
ttee were placed before

The recommendations of the Sub-Committee for Publication were
endorsed by the Research and Publication Committee subject to the

change suggested by Dr. N. K. Sinha, and the fnllowing resolution
was passed unanimously.

Resolution IV.—The Research and Publication Committee endorses
the following recommendations of the Sub-Committee
Publication :

(i) that the present scheme of the National Archives of Indir
of publishing letters to and from the Court of Directon

in extenso may be given up for the period after 1800,

instead, selected records alone may be published in the
same series;

for
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i F'inange, Fiscal
i i t place, documents relating to ee,
(11) thalg;?ict;eaigs F%reign Relations should be published;

] be taken up
item under the new scheme may n
a thst St(;xr:el\ll;iional Archives of India and the remaining
v - g .
I i sities;
ones by various Univer |
i he National Archives of India should nct undprtgke
(o ther enew programme until the present Publication
any :
Programme is completed; and |
he publication of Sir John Shore’s Mmuie.:s need not
v thit t edIe)rtaken since most-of the important minutes have
e un .
already been published. /

ds Land Revenue records, the following resolution was
ards La

fs ree f Shri S. Nurul Hasan :

he suggestion 0
passed att. Vg_Resolved that the S“cate' vael'nments may be
Resolution V. rogramme of publication of Land Revenue
to undertake 4 @ custody, and that the National Archives
ielp to the State Governments by offering
ds as may be required by the State

uested :
rReci:ords in their respecfclv
of India should extend its
microfilm copies of such recor
Governments in this regard.

St d tblicdtion of records
i _ R. M. Sinha, regarding D
5. Resolution by blzz;'ring o Indis Military History
ication of documents
‘ be taken for the publica ' :
. Resowe&;&i r;tjelisary history available in the National Archives
bearing on

and other Record Offices.”

Explanatory note—The publication of these documents will provide
Jrplana

tunities for investigations in a comparatively neglected field of
oppor

historical studies. - |
11 is timely and may be taken into
Secretary,s nOt?;fi}:Ieg Sgglz‘zsc?)lrnlrilendati}:)ns of the Sub-Committee
or ok 'Whl'le COHTS‘L ehands of the National Archiveg of India are f‘ull
fo_l' p"lbhcatlgr?i: Pub?ication Programme and it will not be in a position
:‘(I)ITnEert):ise any new programme for publication at present.
i i ior’ . M. Sinha enquired whether it would
notlvllo(:ew;cis}illfierescfx}uttlllanD;‘;ioljlal Archives of India to include it in
its existing Publication Programme.

i ) lained by him the hands
t replied that as alreafiy exp ; :
of Tt};li S;:::i:rgl grchives of India were full. Besides, the

recommendations of the Sub-Committee which were endorsed by the

icati i lier, specifically recommended
d Publication Committee earlier,
ﬁle:f a:}fz algepartment should not undertake any fresh programme
until its present Publication Programme was completed. .
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Dr.+Raghubir Sinh said that since most of the records were
with the Union Ministry of Defence, it would be appropriate for that
Ministry to undertake a programme of publication of India’s Military
history. Such assistance as might be required of the National
Archives of India would, he thought, be easily available. It was
pointed out that in this matter it would be necessary to obtain the
views of the Ministry of Defence.

The following resolution was passed :

Resolution VI—Resolved that the Union Ministry of Defence may
be moved to consider the feasibility of undertaking the publicaticn
of records available with the Government of India bearing on India's
military history. ‘

6. Survey of records

The annual reports of the work done in the year 1958-59 were
received from the Regional Records Survey Committees functioning
in the States of Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala,
Madras and Uttar Pradesh. These are placed on the table. The
Survey Committees of West Bengal and the Union Territory of Delhi
have not sent their reports. The State Committee of Orissa Temained
dormant during the year 1958-59, and reports from Punjab ang
Tripura showed that they could not do any appreciable work,

During the period under review the Survey Committees in. the
States of Andhra Pradesh, Madras, Mysore and Orissa were
reconstituted and the Union Territories of Manipur and Tripura set
up their own Committees. The Government of Rajasthan and the
Administration of Himachal Pradesh have decided to get up Survey
Committees in their respective territories. The other states in which
the Survey Committees are functioning are Bihar, Bombay, Delhj
Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. The'
Governments of Madhya Pradesh and Punjab have been requested
to set up Survey Committees. The term of the Assam Regidnal
Record Survey Committee expired on Ist September 1959.

The report was recorded.

7. Resolution by the Government of Kerala re
annual reports of the Survey Committees to Stat

“Steps be taken by the National Archives of
and compiling the annual reports regarding the
Regional Records Survey Committees in the St

the publication be supplied to the State Govern
and learned institutions free of cost.”

garding sup'ply of
es and Universities

India for collecting
work done hy the
ates and copies of
ments, Universities
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Ezxplanatory note.—Regional Records Survey (T‘ommit‘tees have .
been constituted in almost all the States of the Indian Union py the
State Governments and are also recognised as C(?m})etent bodies for
advising the State Governments and Universities on all matters
with respect to the collection and prgservation of reco?ds.. These
Committees are manned on the advice of the Commission. The
resolutions passed by this Commission and recommended to the State
Governments and Universities for implementation have not been
implemented in toto by the States. The Commission has suggested
various methods for the preservation of the records owned by the
State Governments and for enabling Post-graduate students to
conduct research. But the Regional Records Survey Committees
constituted in some of the States are dormant. In order to maintain
a uniformity of work and in order to induce the State Governments
and Universities to implement the Tresolutions passed by the
Commission, it is essential to review the work done every year by
the various Regional Records Survey Committees in India.

Secretary’s mote—Annual reports are invited every year by the
Secretary. Indian Historical Records Commission. from_ all the
Regional Records Survey Committees in the States. Such reports
as are received are placed before the Research and Publication Com-
mittee every year. Summaries of these reports are printed in the
annuai Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commission.
The Survey Committees may, however, supply copies of their annual
reports to all the State Governments, Universities and various
mstitutions, free of cost, as proposed.

In view of the Secretary’s note, Shri P. S. Raghavan, representa-
tive of the Kerala Government. withdrew the resolution.

8. National Eegister of Records

On the recmnmendation of the twenty-sixth meeting of the
Research and Publication Committee held in March 1958. the Govern-
ment of India have made a financial grant amounting to Rs. 42000
for the vear 1959-60 for disbursement to such State Governments
as may E:o-operate with the National Archives of Tndia in the
compilation of the proposed National Register of Records. A total
sum of Rs. 7,500 has been distributed to the Governments of Madras,
Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. The State Govern-
ments concerned have been requested to furnish a quarterly report
of the progress made by them in collecting information for the
Register.

" The Government of India have also appointed a Committee to
review the progress of work done and advise the National Archives
of India on the ways and means for the proper and speedy imple-
mentation of the Scheme.
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Shri N. R. Khadgawat said that a general directive should be
given to all the State Governments by the Committee for National
Register appointed by the Government of India. He also added that
the financial grants which were given by the Government of India
to the States were inadequate and this should be raised,

Supporting Shri Khadgawat, Shri V. S. Suri said that the grants
were also reteived quite late. :

The Chairman assured that he would look into the matter an
would see that the grants for the next year were paid in time.

9. Resolution by Dr. R. C. Majumdar regarding preparation of a list
of documents in the National Archives of India bearing upon
Indid’s relations with China. Tibet and NEFA '

“That a detailed list be prepared of the documents in the National
Archives of India bearing upon India’s relations with China, Tibet
and the hill tribes of the North-eastern Frontier.”

}Secretary’s note—The National Archives of India is at present
engaged in compiling an up-to-date Hand Book of Records in itg
custody. Listing of records of various series is also being done,
These will take a long time to complete. Preparation of 3 list of
records bearing uvon Incia’s relations with China, Tibet and the
tribes of the north-eastern frontier will mean scrutiny
nation of records of various Departments. This wil] mean g
stupendous task, which the National Archives of India with itg
present strength and assignment, will not be in a position to
undertake.

and exami-

The resolution was taken up for discussion in

the absence ot
Dr. R. C. Majumdar.

The Chairman said that his impression was th
records on the subjects were with the Ministry of
and it would be necessary to consult them before
taken on the resolution.

at most of ‘the
External Affairs,

any action wag

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that this question should be left to the Union
Ministries of External Affairs, and Defence. He personal'y felt that
such lists should not be prepared and printed at this time.

Dr. S. Gopal said that so far as the Ministry of External Affairg
were concerned. they had prepared such lists for their own use
But they were of current importance and could not be released fox;
security reasons. If at any suitable time the Government of India
thought it necessary to release them. the Ministry of Externg® Affairsg
would be glad to hand them over to the National Archives of India.

d
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10. Resolution by Dr. H. L. Gupta regarding :

f family records of the former Princes '
“Resolved that the Government of India be gpproach'e.d to acquire
e§0 ¥ family records of the former ruling families of India
;he I?J;‘;izees aof historical research either by persuasion or by
or

purchase.”

Explanatory note.—The private family recormds of.the foriner Indla;
Princes are expected to prove very useful for hlStOI’lCZ.i rI(iIs'eetirc .
. i1l throw light on some very obscure aspect.s of' Indian His o.ry.
They wil uisition of those records for their scientific preservation
Hence't‘he 'a(:ll research will be of tremendous benefit to the cause
”a?idhulzr‘;rcﬁ For this reason it is very necessary to acquire them
;efore it becomes too late.
e—The question of proper maintenanpe o(fi rsco:}tlis

e ruling Princes was reviewed by the
in the perso:iml13 C&?ic;?ii’)nozz};rxmittee several times in the past (vide
R anIV ul4t}/1 meeting, May 1949 and Resolution XI, 16th
ReSOI-umm} 1 ’1950) The Government of India in 1959 had on its
meeting, ‘utyd all ;che former Rajpramukhs etc. by name to offer
-owr} req}l o el records as a gift to the nation. Resolution XI of the
then‘ pe}llson:eting which recommended proper maintenance and
;suft.efz nfc mf recérds in the personal custody of the Rulers, was
u'tlhtatlcn fo arded by the Government c¢f India to all the
s1mllal‘ly k}?r‘zf Part ‘B’ States and the Chief Commissioners of Part
wl‘%aiprar?u 'i‘he Government of India also intimated their willingness
,tfof?et: tehséir advice to the Rajpx:amukh's for thg upkeeo and scier'l‘tiﬁc
4reatment of those records. For Il'ephe%: regelved from the various
States etc., please see pp. 73-76, Indian Historical Re.!cord.s Commlss'lon
Proceedings Volume XXVII, Part .I. The questlon is now being
examined by the Archival Legislation Committee.

The Chaifman said the Report of the Archival Legislation Com-
mittee might be awaited.

(i) acquisition 0

Secretary’s not

. (ii) collection of records relating to the Revolt of the Indian Navy
in 1945

“Resolved that for a comprehensive study of the political eyents
’ﬂeadiné to transfer of power in 1947, the Government of India be

" wmoved to collect from the official as well as private custody all the

velevant papers relating to the Revolt of the Navy in Borpbay
4n 1945 and to preserve them in the National Archives of qula at
New Delhi.” .
Explanatory note.—The revolt of the Navy in Bom.b.ay was
wolitically a very significant event which opened the British eyes
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to the spread of new awakening even among the defence forces whiche
could boldly think of open defiance in their fight for rights. This
was one of the important factors which influenced the British ming
to give a realistic approach to the political problems in India and
to think of transfer of power as a piece of political wisdom. The
records relating to this event will help in the study of the history
of the freedom struggle on the eve of its fruitful culmination.

Secretary’s note—The official recor
the Navy are presumably with the
records will be transferred to the Nat
course. As regards collection of priv

gift of such paper will be gratefull
Archives of India.

ds relating to the Revolt of
Ministry of Defence. These
ional Archives of India in dque
ate papers on the subject the
Yy accepted by the National

\

The Chairman said thig again concerned the Ministry of

Defence.

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad said that records relating to

the revolt
of the Indian Navy were not with the Ministry of Defen

ce.
The Secretary said the

¥ were not in the custody of the Nationat
Archives of India.

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that as far as he knew they were not in the
custody of the Government of Bombay cither.

The Chairman suggested that the Secr
Records Commission, should make an enquiry from the Central

Ministry of Home Affairs and the Commissioner of Police, Bombay
regarding the whereabouts of those records, '

etary, Indian Historical

11. Resolution by Shri S. R. Sharma regarding throwing open .of
records in the National Archives of India upto 1950

“In view of the fact that several works on
purporting to be based on contemporary offi
materia’s have been already published. the Research and Publica-
tion Committee of the Indian Historical Records Commission
recommends to the Government of India that the records on thig
period may be thrown open for study.”

the period 1930—50
cial and non-official

Secretary’s note.—All records of the Govern
than forty years old are available for bong fid
subject to the condition that excerpts taken f
records of the post-1901 period are to be scruti
Ministries. The Ministries of External Affairs
have also generally agreed to these conditions

ment of India more:
€ research purposeg
fom the confidentia?
nized by the owning
and Home Affairs
subject to certain
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' i ds of later date
ieti he scholars can have access io recor er da
I(‘(IeStmi:::r?S;}O ze:rs old) with the prior permission of the Ministries
ess

rned. ' '
conIce the absence of Shri S. R. Sharma and in view of the Secre-
'tarvf; note the resolution was not moved.

} d daring .and
i Shri S. Nurul Hasan regarding calen :
1 Il{iesiz)rllgt:)?‘nreggrds in the custody of the Central and State Archives

: Jari i e of the proper utilisation of the
s “C(.ms‘ldermgdsﬂ:; 31;1;3 Of';?;lcand 18th (I:)enﬁxries, other than the
historical ricmiilast India Company. resolved that a Sub-Committee
records (.)fttde to prepare a scheme for the calendaring and li§ting
b :hpp(:;)lofre-mentioned records in the custody of the National
j\frchi(\eles or the Archives of the various States.”

ini i ion further Shri Nurul Hasan said that
Explalnlngl hlse iisr(r)llll::xl'o:f records of the 17th and 18th centuries
here were aharfecords of the East India Company in the custody
other than' ' el Archives of India and various State Record Offices.
e ripts were listed and catalogued a wvast fund of
o ouch manuiic 'pformation would be made available to scholars.
knowle'dge o0 lnhe suggested that a small Committee consisting
o e pur'ptl)iste ersons be formed with representatives from States
o ;e{’](;r;voerrse}lt%es 'fo draw up a detailed programme for the purpose.
an

i D. V. Potdar said that the work would be of great magnitude

e 1& téke many years to complete. Most of the.State Recqrd

gr;li :\S/oltllave their own Hand-books of records in their respective
c

custody.
Shri Nurul Hasan said that his resolution referred to the records

other than those of the East India Company.

The Chairman said that there was no harm in exploring the
feasibility of the proposal.

After some discussion the following resolution was passed :

Resolution VII.—Resolved that a Sub-Cpmmittee consisting c?f Fhe
following members be appointed to examine the p1yposal c§>f hstfng
and calendaring of historical records ojf the 17th an‘d 18th ent:imesé
other than the records of the East India Company, in the custody o
the Central and State Record Offices :

Dr. Tara Chand, New Delhi (Chairman)
Prof. D. V. Potdar, Poona

Dr. B. P. Saksena, Allahabad

Dr. N. K. Sinha, Calcutta
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Prof. 8. Nurul Hasan, Aligarh
Dr. K. K. Pillai, Madras
Dr. P. Saran, Delhi
" Shri V. K. Bawa, Hyderabad
Shri N. R. Khadgawat, Jaipur
Dr. H. R. Gupta, Hoshiarpur
Director of Archives, Government of India—Secretary
The Sub-Committee should submit its report to the Research ang
Publication Committee.

13. Resolution by Shri V. K. Bawa regarding classification ang
cataloguing of Persian records in Madras Record Ojjice

“Resolved that the Madras Government be requested to implement,
the Resolution No. IX, (ii) passed by the Indian Historical Recorcs
Commission, at their Sixth Session, held at Madras in 1924, relating
to the classification and cataloguing of the Persian Records of the
Carnatic.”

Explanatory note—In the Sixth Session of the Indian Hisml'ical
Records Commission, held in 1924, at Madras, a Resolution No. IX) (i)
was passed relating to examination and classification of Pe1:sian
Records of the Carnatic deposited in the Madras Records Office. An
enquiry was made as to how far the above Resolution was imple-
mented. The Madras Record Office has intimated in reply that there
has been no cataloguing and classification of the aforesaid records
and that some of the papers were being listed in English more thar;
30 years ago by a clerk of the Madras Record Office. who knew
Persian. After his retirement in 1924, no Persian knowing eclerk
was appointed and there was a stagnation. The Madras Record Office
has stated that the question of resuming the work is ungep their
consideration.

Secretary’s note—The Government of Madras have taken up the
work of listing and cataloguing of Persian Manuscripts ip the
custody of Madras Record Office and Government Museum, and have
appointed the Assistant Professor of Urdu of Presidenc
an Urdu-knowing clerk for the purpose. The State Go
propose to publish the Catalogue.

Shri T. Balakrishnan Nayar said that as pointeq out
Secretary in his note, the work of cataloguing the Persian
in Madras Record Office had already been undertaken by th
Government. He would like to know what was being done by
Government about the Persian and Marathi records in the
of therr Record Office.

Shri V. K. Bawa replied that Ryderabad Record
preparing descriptive hand-lists of Mughal and Asafia
the work could continue undisturbed. and if these recor

¥ College ang
vernment later

by the
records
e State
Andhra
custody

Office was
records. If
ds were not

o=
a9

divided, he hoped the listing would be completed within another
two years. As regards Marathi and Modi records, Shri Bawa said
that he was facing some difficulties as he was unable to get suitable
staff who knew old Marathi and Modi scripts. '

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that it was desirable that all the Record
Offices, which had Persian records in their custody, should have
Persian knowing staff.

Dr. Raghubir Sinh said that there might be similar need for
Marathi and Modi knowing staff for ’Record Offices which had such
records in their custody. \

After some discussion the following resolution was passed :

Resolution VIII.—Resolved that Record Offices in India who have |
records in regional languages. in their respective custody, should.‘
appeint special staff knowing those languages. ..

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair
proposed by Shri S. Nurul Hasan and seconded by Dr. Bisheshwar
Prasad. |

MEMBERS PRESENT : B

Shri K. G. Saiyidain, Chairman
Dr. Tara Chand

Prof M. Mujeeb

Shri V. K. Bawa

Dr. H. K. Barpujan

Dr. P. M. Joshi

Shri F. M. Hassnain

Dr. R. M. Sinha

Shri T. Balakrishnan Nayar
Dr. M. Seshadri

Shri P. S. Raghavan

Shri V. S. Suri

Shri N. R. Khadgawat
Shri G. N. Chandra

Dr. K. K. Datta

Dr. G. N. Saletore

Dr. A. L. Srivastava

Prof. S. Nurul Hasan

Dr. O. Ramachandraiya
Shri P. K. S. Raja



Dr. H. R. Ghosal
Dr. N. K. Sinha

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad
Dr. G. C. Pande
Prof. S. C. Sarkar
Dr. V. R. Deoras

Dr. S. C. Misra

Dr. H. R. Gupta
Prof. R. P. Patwardhan
Shri A. R. G. Tiwari
Dr. H. L. Gupta

Dr. N. K. Sahu

Shri N. B. Roy

Dr. B. A. Saletore
Shri R. Subba Rao
Shri G. H. Khare
Shri S. B. Bhat

Shri S. H. Askari
Shri D. G. Landge
Prof. D. V. Potdar
Dr. A. K. Majumdar
Dr. S. Gopal

Dr. M. A. Chaghatai (Pakistan,

Dr. R. R. Sethi

Dr. S. Bhattacharya
Dr. P. Saran

Dr. S. B. Chaudhur;i
Dr. V. G. Dighe

Dr. Raghubir Sinh
Dr. Ganda Singh
Shri M. H. Khan
Dr. P. C. Gupta
Dr. A. Tripathi

Shri K. D, Bhargava, Secretary.

36

,

s Corresponding M

embersg

tow

IONS OF
TION TAKEN ON THE RESOLUT
COI\ISPEC’I‘USE CI)DFI‘{EIA“J(:IOUS MEETINGS OF THE RESEARCH AND
SOME OF TH PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

94th Meeting, Mysore, January, 1955

that in view of the importance of

Resp luti.o " Vélﬁgiesgiviie Survey of India, the Commission

the Historica tﬁe Government of India that all the 'volumes

'recommends. to' 1 Records of the Survey of India”, published by

entitled “HIStO;}i?llimore under orders of the Surveyor General of

Coclionele.pﬁéed ;t Rs. 20/- per copy for general sale, but for
India, be !

: i ical Records Commission, Professors
[ dla HlStOI‘lC
-members of the Indian

holars, the above
. ized Colleges and research sc

of blli']St?'rzl okfer:cc)?dgn;ea concessional price of Rs. 10/- only per
publicatio

wolume.

ia (Ministry of Scientific Research and
~The Gove?“?egzvzfdle’l?éid( that copies of volume IV of the
'Cultur.al Aﬁalrsd of the Survey of India may be sold at a conces-
HiStorlcal.Recor SR 12:50 nP. per copy to bona fide Research
sional price of ss‘of History of recognized Colleges and members
Scholars. P?Ofesl?rtorical Records Commission. certified either by
of t1}\1/[e' 'Ixﬁ;a?)f Eﬁucation'or the Indian Historical Records Commis-
the Minis
sion: 25th Meeting, Patna. 1956
in modification of Resolution V
Kesolution Iéf}-;Riizle\;?:g thoaft the Research and Publication
-passed. . theh State Governments be requested to arrange through
Cor.nmltte-& ¢ i' and Research Institutions for compilation and
thelr. UmverSIflegibliographies of their regions for use of students
publications o f History and copies of these may be supplied to all
and sf:holars ° Rlecord Ofﬁces: Universities, and Research Institu-
or ganized S;late resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to
3? nsfnt::-uétxiiirsity Board for being circulated to the Universities
the -
i the cour11;er'desh —1It is proposed to entrust the work of the
i ?:ri’;;:atigz of .the resolution to the Regional Records Survey
imp .
Corgr;;ifiUtkal University will take.steps for implemen.tation of
the resohlxtion when instructions in this rega?d .are received by
the;n from the Inter-University Board of India.
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Vid

. ya Peeth.—The rvesoluti

implemented at present as the University Librar lﬁn~ Tannot be
necessary equipment. 7 S not got the

Vikram University.—~The resolution is under considerati
lon.

26th Meeting, Bhubaneswar, 1958

Resolution IV.—This Committee re
Becord Offices and Universities be placgzmorgertl}(jes f;:at th'e.Indian
in respect of publications authorized by the Govermrel malllpg tist
:and the State Governments on the basis of the marer'erllt ° India
by the Board of Editors for compilation of the Histu‘r vla | poected
Movement in India and by the State Committees ¥ of Freedom

Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, and Rajasthan.—Accept the resolutio

n,

Jammau and Kashmir, and Punjab.—The resolution
sideration |

1s under con-

2ith Meeting, New Delhi, September, 1958

Resolution II—Resolved that in order t :
scholars the heads of the Record Offices and t}(l)e I?reolfessg;e areh
universities should collaborate with the National ArchivS ° fVarlogs
to prepare for publication in the ‘Indian Archives’ 2 listecs)fo Ir'ldla’
on which researches can be undertaken together with i SUbJe.Cts
about the availability of material on them nformation

State Governments:

-Madras, Bombay, Andhre Pradesh, Punjab, U.P. ang Bi}
Accept the resoiution. Madras. Punjab and Bihar h;VQ thar —
subjects for research, sent lists of

Universities:

Poona, Maharaja Sayaji Rao University, Bar ;
na, ' ¢ SitY, oda. Rajast :
Osmania University.—Accept the resolulion. Ra]‘a]stSh:r?n o

Osmania Universities have sent lists of subjects for research and

Agra—-The resolution has been forwarded to th
., . . e Pr .
History, in all the affiliated colleges of the University rofessors of

Gujarat, and Jammu and Kashmir.—In the absence of post graduat
- ate-

departments in History, it is not possible for the Universitj
implement the resolution. Gujarat University has hov;es to-
forwarded the resolution to its nominee for necessary a,ction ever,.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Vidye Peeth, Jadavpur, and Squ ar
Universities are not in/a position to suggest any subject forqr .—The
at present. esearchp;

Kesolution IV.—Resolved that for having a comprehensive:
jan , Freedom Struggle in the last phase, the
Government of India (Ministry of Defence) be requested to collect
all materials relating to the activities of the Indian National Army
and its leader Shri Subhas Chandra Bose from all sources whether

picture of the ind

in or outside India.

The Ministry of Defence and the Board of Editors for the com--
pilation of the History of Freedom Movement have made valuable
collections of source materials connected with Indian National Army
and its leader Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. The former is also
endeavouring to collect materia’'s which may be in the possession of
Defence Services. The Government of India are also making an
effort to collect similar materials from outside India through Indian
Embassies and Missions abroad. An appeal has been issued through
d A’l India Radio to persons who might be in possession
he activities of the Indian National Army
he Nation to be preserved in the National

the press an
of materials relating to t
to offer them as-gifts to t

Archives of India.
Resolution V.—Resolved that in order to expedite the work of

editing the records in the National Archives of India. consistent with
efficiency and convenience, 2 large number of scholars should be
utilized whenever possible for accelerating the progress of work.

Government of India have accepted the resolution in principle.

solution VI—Resolved that the Record Offices in India should

compile lists of their publications and reprint such of the publica-
tions as are out of print and for which there is still a demand from

research institutions and research students.

Re

Government of India.—Accept the Resolution in principle.

West Bengal.—Accept the resoliution.

Madras.—The State Government published a catalogue of pub-
lications of the Madras Record Office in 1942, which was reprinted
in 1954. Copies of the Catalogue were suppiied free to all
concerned. ‘

As regards these publications sufficient numbers are available
in the Record Office for reference purposes. Reprinting of these
publicationé will be taken up when the Government Press, Madras,
is in a position to take up the printing.

Mysore.—The resolution has been noted.

Andhra Pradesh.—Accept the resolution.

Uttar Pradesh.—Agrees to the publication of a list of publica~
tions. So far as the reprinting of out of print publications is con-
cerned the State Government have noted the resolution.
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Resolution VII.—Resolved that the Secretary,
_Publication Committee, should collect up to date inf
their archival assets from ‘all the State
tion of a Hand-book of Indian Archival

Research ang
ormation about
Governments for publica-
Repositories.

The information has been received from t
of Bombay, Madras, Mysore,
Himachal Pradesh and Laccadive,

‘ he State Governmentg
Punjab and Administrations of
Minicoy and Amindivi Islands.

Resolution VIII--This Committee recommends that {he heads
of the State Record Offices be authorized by their respective State
- Governments to release, as far as possible without scrutiny excerpts
from all the records upto 1916 to bona fide research students.

Andhra Pradesh.—Have no objection to release
the records of the State Government whj
The date 1916 need not be fixed. The right of scrutiny cannot,
however, be dispensed with, as this may lead to possible contro-
versies on live problems which may embarrass the Government

and effect public interest There is no delay in the scrutiny of
-excerpts.

of excerpts from
ch are forty years old.

Bihar—Excerpts taken by research schol
tial records of the State Governments whj
years old are not subjected to scrutiny.

ars from non-confiden-
¢h are more than fifty

Kerala.—Action will be taken on the resolution w

hen an A ives
Office is established in the State.

Madras.—There is absolutely no delay in sc
<cerpts. The scrutiny is made to prevent collecij
on matters not relevant to the scope of subject
matters relating to private claims which may in
in litigation or embarrass them otherwise,
do not, therefore, consider it desirable to dis
of excerpts taken by the research scholars,

rutinisin, . ex-
on of infoinw on
of research m mn
volve Government
The State Government
pense with the scrutiny

Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Mysore,

Orissa, ang Rajasthan.—
. Accept the resolution in principle.

Uttar Pradesh.—Accept the resolution
collected from the records does not cause a
ment to the State Government.

brovided information
dministrative embarrass-

West Bengal.—The Resolution is under Consideration

Bombay —Records upto 1916 have been th
search. The State Government have not m
garding the rqlease of excerpts without scrut

TOWn  open for re-
entioned anything re-
ing.

41

28th Meeting, Trivandrum, 1958

This Committee recommends to the State Goverp-»
ol lished records of historical importance in
Archives of different States or in District Record Offices be

‘he Archiv

t e

Resolution 1. 4
nents that the old unpu

necessar ]
National Archives of India.

d The State Government are already publishing the-
Madras.—

records of historical importance.

The resolution will be kept in view while carrying:

Bombay. amme of old records.

he publication progr ‘ _
o ehp Pradesh, Mysore, Punjab.—Accept the resolution, which
Andhra ’

] j e!!ketltEd.
is alSO bemg n‘npl
l e tate Government hd e drawn up a phased
an____’]'h S \Y%

Rajasth n of their records.

programme for publicatio

. resolution.
Bihar —Aceeh! tT}‘l; Committee reiterates its past recomme_nda-_
Resolution H.‘Ft. :‘1 of the District, Divisional and Sub-Divisional
tions for Centrahzallrxm\aving open of records io bona fide resea?cb
records and for ¢ r(t)s the State Governments to .inform the Indian
scholars 13;1{(:(::;?32 eZ‘ommission of the action taken to implement the
Historica

above recommendations.

Bihar, and Madras.—Accept the resolution.

jasthan——Accept the resolution
. h. Mysore, and Rajas : tion
Aﬂdh? aleprgg: Si;’s irgplementation will take time due to various:
in principié, )
ractical difficulties. | |
’ Bombay.—The resplution is proposed to be implemented under
ombay.—

the third five year plan of the State

Punjab.—The resolution is under consideration.

ngai.— v for the centralization of
W _Bengal.—Necessary steps raliz
d; t ':t reccfrcslys will be taken when the State Archives has been
istr1

hifted to the new building acquired for the purpose with adequate
shifte

accommodation. | N | N
Resolution [II—Resolved that the Archives th.ces, hbrar;ga,..
o uand other institutions in India should cf)mplle and publish
1’12;2?;1;1;5 of persian documents in their respective custcdy.
c

Bihar, Rajasthan, and Madras.—Accept the resalution.

Bombay.—The resolution is not applicable as there are no
persian documents in the Secretariat Record Office.



.
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Andhra Prodesh.—The resouution is engaging the attention of
the State Government. It will, however, take some time to brin
out a descriptive catalogue. &

Punjab and Mysore.—The resolution is under consideration

West Bengal.—The State Government will try to appoint an
expert in persian in course of the ensuing re-organizati
xpeit in ganization of State

Resolution IV.—Resolved that the National Archives of Indi
should make an attempt to microfilm important documents in t}ia
custody of various institutions, societies and private persons a 3
that the Regional Records Survey Committees in the various St trl
should extend their assistance and cooperation to the N t'aes
Archives in this behalf. ational

The National Archives of Indiu has drawn up an extens;
programme for microfilming documents of national and histgrilc\;el
1mportance in private custody. Under this programme microfil
?0p1es of such documents will also be kept in four selected libr 'm
in India to prevent their possible loss. aries

Madras, Bombay, Rajasthan and Punjab.-—A i
in princinte. jab.—Accept the resolut}on
Item 10 regarding reduction in the cost of i |

> typescript copi
-excerpts taken from the National Archives of India. Phcopies of

It has not been found possible to reduce th .
o .. . e typln rat . .
of the rising prices and costly living in Delhi. g rates in view

Item 13 regarding acquisition of the origi ) ’
: : S ginal manuscript of
Panjah .(Jalhfanwala Bagh) Enquiry Committee Report (1913)0) thh;
was written in Gandhiji’s handwriting. ) h

The manuscript has not been traced so far
. Eff . . .
made in this regard. orts are still being

PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION OF
THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION

New Delhi, 4 February 1960

The thirty-fifth annual meeting of the Indian Historical Records
Commission was held at 3-0 p.M. on Thursday, the 4th February

1960 at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi. The meeting was presided over
py Dr. K. L. Shrima'i. Union Minister for Education and ex-officio

President of the Commission.

The list of members present will be found at the end of the

proceedings.

1. Motion of condolence on the death of Dr. G. S. Sardesai. Brig.
H. Bullock, Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, and Dr. A. S, Altekar

Dr. G. S. Sardesai died on 29 November 1859. A renowned author
of several monumental works on Maratha history, Dr. Sardesai had
a long association with the Indian Historical Records Commission
almost since its inception. He attended the third session of the
Comumission held at Bombay in 1921 as a representative of the
Baroda State, was an Ordinary member from 1927 to 1929, a Corres-
ponding member in 1930, and again from 1936 to 1940. He was again
appointed an Ordinary member in 1952 as one of the nominees of
the Government of India and continued till 22 November 1957. when
he resigned for reasons of health. |

Brig. H. Bullock, who expired on 19 November 1959, was appoinr-
ed an Ordinary member in 1942 when the Commission was reconsti-
tuted as one of the nominees of the Government of India and served
the full term of five years. He was the Judge Advocate General in
the pre-Tndependence India, and later joined the British High Com-
mission in charge of the British monuments, graves etc. He was a
great scholar of military history.

Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, tbe Head of the Department of History of
-the Lucknaw University, died on 21 February 1959. He was appoin-
‘ted a Corresponding member of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission in 1948 and an Associate member in the same year
representing the Lucknow Universitv. He continued as such till
"March 1852

Dr. A. S. Altekar. wha expired on 22 November 1959, was not
associated with the Indian Historical Records Commission. He was,
however, a renowned historian and an eminent scholar of Political
Sejence. He was the President-elect of the Session of  the Indian
History Congress held at Gauhati in December 1959.

43 e % nw:
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The members present stood in silence for two minutes as a mark
of respect to the memory of Dr. G. S. Sardesai, Brig. H. Bullock..

Dr. S. N. Das Gupta and Dr. A. S. Altekar, and passed the following.
resolution:

Resolution I—The members of the Indian Historical Records.
Commission deeply mourn the death of Dr. G. S. Sardesai, Brig. H
Bullock, Dr. S. N. Das Gupta and Dr. A. S, Altekar and request the
Secretary to convey to the bereaved families messages of condolence:
and sympathy on behalf of the Commission.

2. Review of action taken on the resolutions passed at the thirty--

fourth and some previous sessions of the Indian Historical
Records Commission

(Please see Conspectus of action taken)

Drawing attention to a resolution passed by the Commission in-
1956 (Research & Publication Committee), Dr. N. K. Sinha enquired’
whether the hand-list of microfilm copies of records of Indian
interest obtained by the National Archives of India from foreigm.
countries had since been compiled, and if so, when the same would’
be supplied to the State Record Offices, Universities and research
institutions.

The Secretary replied that an abstract hand-list of
films was prepared and distributed to all Record Offices
1957 and to such other institutions as required them., The detailed
hand-list was under preparation and was expected to be completed
soon. The list would thereafter be printed and distributed as re--
commended by the Research and Publication Committee. As regards:
the reference made by some State Directors etc. that the abstract

list was not received by them, the Secretary assured that he would’
look into the matter.

such miecro--

3. Review of progress made in the Development Py
National Archives of India during 1959

A report on the progress made in the Development Programme-
of the National Archives of India during 1958 was placed before the
thirty-fourth session of the Indian Historical Records Commission
held at Trivandrum on 1st January 1959. The report for 1959 s
given below:—

ogramme of the-

Acquisition of microfilms of records from abroad.
year under review the National Archives of India rec
containing 156 reels of microfilm copies of Additional Manuscripts
and Egerton Manuscripts from the British Museum, London. and 1.
reel relating to Melanges Colbert from the Bibliotheque Nationale,.
Paris. 18 reels of microfilm copies of records pertaining to India
were also received from U.S.A. under the Wheat Ioan Programme..

eived one case

in India i’

—During the .
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In addition, 105 reels of microfilms of Dutch records of Indian
interest covering the period 1732-42 costing Rs. 11,000 are expected
to be received shortly from Algemeen Rijksarchief, The Hague.
Another order for Rs. 10,000/- for microfilms of the same series
covering the period 1742-96 has been placed during the current
financial year (1959-80).

Acquisition of privately owned historical manuscripts:

(a) During the year the response from the owners of private
collections was very satisfactory. 352 manuscripts and documents
were assessed by the Historical Manuscripts Purchase Committee,
and out of them 170 were purchased by the National Archives of
India for Rs. 3,595/-. Important among them are: a farman of
Emperor Akbar in Persian dated 10 Rabi IT 987 A. H. (6 June 1569);
Muntakhabut-Tawarikh in Persian, throwing light on the later
Mughals and East India Company’s dealing with the Nawabs of
Oudh; Khulasatul-Akhbar (in Persian), dated 1032 A. H. (1622-23
A.D); a general history from the creation of the world down to 905

~ A-H. (1499-1500 A.D.); and Munshat-i-Madho Ram, dated 1110 A, H.
. (1699-1700 A.D.), a collection of letters in Persian from the well-

known munshi of Emperor Aurangzeb, the royal family, nobles and
chiefs. The Department also purchased 65 documents of Indian
interest written in English from Mr. Edward Hall of England.
Among the important documents received as gifts mention may be
made of a collection of personal letters of Dr. N. B. Khare, which
include correspondence exchanged between Dr. Khare and other
national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru and late Dr. S. P. Mookerjee. Another valuable
addition which deserves mention is a manuscript volume written in
late Lala Lajpat Rai’'s own hand containing his recollections of his
life and work for an independent India while living in the U.S.A.
and Japan, 1914-17. This was received as a gift from the New York
Public Library. The Department also received three Persian docu-
ments as a gift from Dr. Saiyid Fakhrud-Din Husain Khan of Baroda.
Besides, microfilms of some valuable documents, which include

-Roznamcha-i-Bahadur Shah belonging to Naziria Public Library,

Delhi, and 81 documents belonging to the Delhi Fort Museum pre-
pared by the Mobile Microfilm Unit of this Department were added
to its collection. The latter include Farmans, sanads and parwanas
of the Mughal Emperors and their nobles. Accessioning of these
documents was continued. 800 index cards of the documents ete.
were also prepared. In addition, the National Archives also extended
technical advice and assistance to a number of owners of private
collections for preservation and rehabilitation of their documents.

(b) The Regional Records Survey Committees for Andhra Pra-
desh, Madras, Mysore, and Orissa were reconstituted during the
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year. Rajasthan, who had set up a number of District Survey Com-
mittees, have now decided to set up a Centra] Committee for their
State. The Union Territories of Manipur and Tripura have also set
up Survey Committees for their respective territories and Himachal
Pradesh has agreed to do so soon. (For reports relating to the work
of salvaging private records done by the various State
Committees please see item 6 of the Proceedings of the twent
meeting of the Research and Publication Committee).

(¢) In pursuance of the recommendation of the twenty-sixth
meeting of the Research and Publication Committee, the Govern-
ment of India have sanctioned Rs, 42,000/~ in 1959-60 for distribution
to such State Governments as might like to co-operate with them
in the compilation of the National Register of Records. So far only
five State Governments have agreed to co-operate with the Govern-
ment of India for the compilation of the proposed Register. A sum
amounting to Rs. 2,000/- was given to the Government of Rajasthan
while the Governments of Madras, Punjab and Orissa were paici
Rs. 1500/- each and Uttar Pradesh Rs. 1,000/-. The State Govern-
ments concerned have been requested to furnish the Government of
India with a quarterly statement of the work done by them and the
exp‘endiFure incurred in respect of the grant-in-aid during the pre-
cedln.g quarter. The additional staft required by the National
Archives of India for the purpose was not. however, sanctioned by

th_e Government of India during 1959-60. Tt is hoped that some staff
might be sanctioned during 1960-61.

Prevention of destruction or export of historical manuscripts.—
Please see item 4 of the Proceedings.
Acquisition of microphotographic copies of
abroad:

(a) The work in respect of
Parliamentary Papers from U,

(b) During the financia
Rs. 25300/-, Rs. 5,300/- in

Survey
y-ninth

rare . publications from

acquisition of microfilm copies
K. is proceeding.

1 year ending March 1959. a total of
the Budget of the Department
pment P/fogramme under

of

and
Second Five

1,175 volumes were acquired during 1959,

purchased and the vest acquired by way of ex
tion.

of which 850 were
change and presenta-

Access to microfilm copies for bona-fids
copies to scholars and institutions:

The microfilm copies of records and
abroad are made available by the Nation

research and Supply of

rare books obtained from
al Archives for bona-fide
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vesearch. Copies of these microfilms can also be obtained by re-
search scholars, libraries and research institutions at the usual rates.
As to microfilm copies of records of national importance prepared
by this Department, it has been decided to deposit copies of these
with four selected libraries in India as a precaution against their

possible loss.

" Air-Conditioning of muniment rooms of the National Archives of

India:

The detailed estimates for air-conditioning the remaining stack
area and a part of the proposed annexe have been scrutinised by the
Government, and administrative approval for the work has been

accorded.

Lamination of records—The laminating Press of the National
Archives of India has been in operation during the year. The work,
however, continued to be affected by the shortage of the requisite
quality of tissue paper. Efforts are being made to get the material
manufactured in India. Pending such production, steps have been
taken to import the material to meet the present requirements.
During the year 1,31,225 sheets of documents, 4 plans, 3 paintings
and 726 maps were laminated with the help of the laminating press.

Training in Archives Keeping.—During the year under review.
the Training Scheme of the National Archives of India was revised
in accordance with the recommendations of the Estimate Committee.
As a result of this the number of stipends has been increased from
two to five and their value from Rs. 125/- each to Rs. 150/- each.
'it‘has also been decided to make a provision of special monthly
allowances of Rs. 75/- per month each to the candidates sponsored
by Central or State Governments, or other Government Departments
located outside Delhi. the number of such stipendiaries being limited
to eight. The revised Training Scheme commenced from 1 Septem-
ber, 1959 with nine trainees on the roll. Of these, four were spon-
sored by the Government of U.P., Bihar, Bengal, and Rajasthan
respectively. Of the stipends, three have been awarded to the candi-
dates on the basis of their performance in the interview, and the
remaining two will be awarded on the basis. of a written test.
Besides these changes, some improvement has also been made in
the training syllabus. which now: includes topics on the Administra-.
tive history of India as well.

Publications.—Please see review of the Publication Programme of
the National Archives of India in the Proceedings of the Research and
Publication Committee (Item 2).

- Construction of Annere—The negessary expenditure sanction
for the construction of an annexe to the National Archives of India
Building has been accorded by the Government of India. The con-
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struction work is expected to be taken up by the Central Public
Works Department soon.

Acquisition of equipments—During the year 1,117 carton boxes
and 1,350 plywood boards have been acquired. Indent for the
supply of 3,500 more plywood boards has been placed with the
Director General, Supply and Disposals. Indent for addi
ply of 2,650 carton boxes has also been finalised.

Accessioning of Records.—The accession of the non-
records of the Government of India was greatly hampered due to
acute shortage of space in the National Archives of India. In spite:
of this, accession had to be made of such records as were required
to fill in the gaps in the series already transferred. In this way
were received about 6,132 files and 18 index volumes of the different
agencies of the Government, including records relating to Civil
Honours and Awards (1863-1958) from the Prime Minister’s Secre-

tariat. In addition to the above, 125 authenticated copies of Bills
relating to different States were also received for custbdy.

Map Collection.—During the year two old maps on India prepared
in C. 1720 were purchased from Oslo, Norway. Preparation of 3
detailed index to the Survey of India Historical Maps was taken up
“and 2,798 index slips were prepared. Dictionary catalogue slips o{’
the printed maps in the custody of the Department have been
revised and made moré comprehensive. The work of checking,

arrangement, repairing and supply of maps to the research scholars
was continued.

tional sup-

current

Listing and arrangement of records.—Fur

in the listing and arrangement of records.
are: '

Home Department:

(i) Establishment Branch, A, 1896-191¢ .. 3,921 files
(ii) Establishment A, B & Deposit 1899-
1939 (Confidential) 196 files

(iii) Political Branch, 1921-39 4,872 files
(iv) Public and Political Deposit, 1908-13, 165 files.
(v) Political Branch, 1905-22 (Confidential), 590 files.

The progress made in checking and re-arrangement of the records
has been satisfactory. The Department completed during the period

under review the consolidation of about 37,940 files, 78,406 Original
Consultations and 5,859 volumes.

ther progress was made
The records thus listed

The records surveyed durin
Health and Lands Department
1860), Military Department (178
dency and Bundelkhand Agenc

g the year include those of Education,

(1861-1947), Home Department (pre-
6-1859) and the Late Hyderabad Resi-
y. After completion of the survey and
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listing of records, material was collected on the organisational history
of the above Departments.

In addition to the Development Programme, the National Archives
‘has other schemes, a report of which is given below: —

(a) The exhibition of records, seals and historical manuscripts in
‘the Department is proving quite popular with the general public and
the students.

(b) The National Archives of India Research Fellowship Scheme
was revised. The value of research fellowships was raised from
Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 per month each. The selection of candidates was
confined to the students of only such Universities as undertook to
publish of the approved theses within a period of one year. Only
four fellowships out of the sanctioned five were awarded, two to

.candidates sponsored by the Universities of Punjab, and one each to

those sponsored by the Universities of Saugar and Lucknow.

(c) The Bindery of the Department could not be equipped with
up-to-date rhachinery this year also due to import restrictions and
ffreign exchange difficulties. Indigenous sources are being tapped for
suitable substitutes of the same.

During the year 2,008 volumes were bound and 726 maps mounted.
68,827 Original Consultations and 168 le-tters were repaired and docke-
ted. Repairing of the bulk of Gandhiji’s papers so far forwarded to
the National Archives by Gandhi Smarak Nidhi has been completed.

(d) The microfilming programme of the National Archives con-
tinued to make satisfactory progress and records from the Home
Ecclesiastical, Home Revenue and Home Judicial Departments were
microfilmed. The microfilming of rare manuscripts in the Raza
Library, Rampur, was continued, and 383 manuscripts were microfilm-
ed. As usual photo duplication service was rendered to scholars, in-
stitutions and Government Departments. These include some foreign
institutions also among whom mention may be made of the Asiatic
Society of Pakistan, University of California, International Red Cross,
and Fonds Nationale, Bruselles.

Dr. N. K. Sinha enquired whether the National Archives of India
was building up a Manuscript Library.

The Secretary replied that the National Archives of India had been
collecting manuscripts for a long time either as gift or by purchase.
A large number of manuscripts had thus been acquired by the Depart-

. ment. It was not, however, the intention of the National Archives

to build up a Manuscript Library of its own. The manuscripts were
proposed to be kept in the National Archives till a sujtable repository

‘was established. ’
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Shri P. N. Kirpal said that the policy of the Government of India
in this connection had been that manuscripts of historical value only

which were needed by Research Scholars would be purchased by the
National Archives of India.

Dr. Raghubir Sinh said that it would be difficult to draw a line

between historical and non-historical manuscripts.

Shri Kirpal replied that a manuscript copy of Bhagwat Gita would
be of no use to the National Archives. Similarly, documents of purely
literary importance would not be acquired by the Archives. The
manuscripts and documents which had bearing on the Medieval and

Modern periods of Indian history would be purchased by the National
Archives.

Shri Nurul Hasan said that the National Archives of India would
be following a right policy if they acquired manuscripts which dealt
with the history of the country from 1600 A. D. onwards.

Rounding up the discussion Shri P. N. Kirpal said that the question
whether there should be a separate librar
distinet from archives could be decided later. The National Archives

should continue to acquire and, keep these manuscripts till such time

as a separate Manuscript Library was set up by the Government of
India’

On an enquiry made ‘by Dr. N. K. Sinha, th:

4 2 Secretary mentioned
the names of the following libraries where microfilm coples of records
of national importance were proposed to be deposited:

1. Adyar Library, Madras.

2. Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona.
3. Calcutta University Library.

4. Maharaja Sayaji Rao Oriental Research Institute, Baroda.

On the suggestion of Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad i
microfilm copies of private manus
Commonwealth Office Library,
the National Archives of India.

t was agreed that the
cripts relating to India in the
London, might also be obtained by

4. Legislation on Archives

In pursuance of the recommendation of the thirty
of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at
January, 1959, the Government of India appointed in August, 1959
a Committee to advise the Government on the proposed archival legis-
lation with Dr. Tara Chand as the Chairman. The C i

lated a questionnaire to all the States soliciting inf
administration, maintenance, preservation, utilisatio

of records. Opinions were also invited from the

-fourth session
Trivandrum in

ormation on the
n and publication
Universities and

y for the manuscripts as. |

51

i i i : Commission on these
dian Historical Record.s _
members 'CI)'E thCeorIJ;umittee held several meetings at New Delhi and
m.a-tters- Sfates of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Madhya
visited th;[ dras, Mysore, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthar}, U.P., and .West
Pradesh, Da ing’the visits to the States the Committee held d1§cus-
Bengal._ l’s}rl State Government officials, members of the Reglonal
sfons witt i Committees, and eminent persons intenssted in the
Recorfd S;"ei‘;;;lfsy They also examined the present state of public re-
use o .
in the States. _ .
Cor(]i)s lr';‘ara Chand said that the report of the Committee was expected
r.
to be ready within two or three months.
uiry made by Dr. N. K. Sinha whether the report of the
on e enqoulc}l’ be placed before the Indian Historical Rgcords Com-
Cqmmltt;)er v;’heir comments, the President assured that this would be
mission
donSel.u'i F. M. Hassnain enquired why the Committ‘ee did not include
Kashmir e.md Kerala in its tour itinerary. ‘ -
hri P. N. Kirpal replied that the Committee had no intention of
> 'n a;n .discrimination between one State a.nd' another. It
Sho‘llc’lnslit vi}srit those two States because the time at the disposal of the
cou vo
Committee was very limited.

d i Archives
5. International Council on '
The fourth International Congress of Archives and the eleventh
I eatignal’Congress of Historical Science will be held at Stock—
ntlems den, from 17 to 20 and 21 to 28 August 1960 I‘eSpechVe:ly_
1%%:1 int:/;iati(;nal Congress of Arch_ives will discuss the following
items: ‘ .
' (a) The Archives of the States and their organisation,
. i i ed since
thods, Materials and Practices introduce
®) Nelg5(;n§1 the field of Restoration (documents and seals),
Preservation (maps and plans) and Photography,

(¢) The Archives and Modern Economic and Social Research.

The Secretariat of the International Council on Archives has c'ircu-
lated a ques’;ionnaire on these subjects to all the member countries to
elicit information on them.

The International Congress cf Archives has invited the Indian

"Historical Records Commission to send, its representative to attend

the fourth International Congress. The Indian Histgrical Recor(.is
Commission is an Institutional member of the International Council.
The Secretary of the Commission attended thfz secon-d angress held
at the Hague in 1953 on behalf of the Indian Hlstorlcal Recox:ds
Commission. The Commission may now nominate its representative
to the fourth Congress.
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{

6. Conference of International Scholars int
and Cwilization of the Peoples of Asia.
The Philippine Historical Association is sponsoring a Conferenc'e
of International Scholars who are interested in the History and Civi-
lization of the Peoples of Asia. This will be held at Manila from 25
to 30 November, 1960. The objects of the Conference are two-fold:

(i) to afford the scholars an opportunity to come together for
an exchange of views, ideas and information ete., as to
what is being done in the Asian countries towards the
improvement of historical knowledge relative to their
respective countries and to the pzople of Asia; and

(ii) to consider the possibility of organizing an association of
scholars living in Asian countries, having for itg objec-
tive the enhancement of the usefulness of history for the
promotion of world peace, goodwill and understanding.

The Association has expressed g desire t
abroad should present papers at the Confer
pose of the Conference. They have ext
participation in the conferznce to the Ministers of Education of all
the Asian Countries and also to persons and institutions interested in
the study of history and civilization of the peoples of Asia. The
present invitation has come to the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission through the Union Ministry of Education. The Commission
may consider the desirability of nominating its representative to the
International Congress.

Resolution by Shri V. K. Bawa re

erested in History

]

\

hat some delegates from
ence relevant 1o the pur-
ended an invitation for

garding deputation of the Heads of
d Offices to attend international
Conferences

Conferences afford a forum
for exchange of information between scholars and archivists of
several countries and participation

in these Conferences by the
Director of Archives,

National Archives of India, and the State
Archivists would afford immense opportuni

ties not only for exchange
of information on common problems of archives but for the develop-
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i k ding in the vast field of histori-
ment of c-0peranion ?fir::llg: rzzaxj‘\rc}ivists and Historians of the
cal research. The 'cl? would contribute not only to the develop;
Indian Oceap ; Spem?o };’ration but would lead to the developn;:n’cD(;
ment of rgglonalf(c)g tﬁe Indian Ocean area, as was proposed by Dr.
region?é }';‘I:flc;:;,int in the ‘Indian Archives’ recently.

Augus

i 6 of the Proceedings
> —Please see items 5 and : :
Secretmyesctrilgrtxe. T};e suggestion deserves consideration by the
in this conn . ‘
Central and State Governments

i i i P. N. Kirpal said that normally the
Initiating ¢ Id Iggzszle(;l;:tignﬂi Ic\ileleggc)es for international con-
Government o 2 resent case they thought that they would take
ferenceS: In the P ert body like the Indian Historical Records Com-
the qunlon o églofrz{riission, he added, might suggest a name, or
mitsliu;rils.e ;Il"ltePresident to take necessary action in the matter.
autho

i hange difficulties
i id that there were foreign exc ) ‘
The Fresigen eszilzdof India were restricting sending d‘elegatn?n
i ﬂ(;e %Zve;:)]\fvnever. added that the proposal might be accepted in
abroad. .

‘principle.

' 2 i ight be
; <i id that the Government of Indu‘a mig
Shr; g tlj'sizi'f:l(?lf;ESCO and other foreign fellowships for the
requeste v
purpose.

Shri D. V. Potdar said that so far as the states were concerned
r1 . .

h erally received such invitations independently. Bombay
. they gene ¥

i tatives to the In-
xample, deputed their represent
Gover?melrlt(’:dﬁ)grrjss oprrchives on previous occasions. Othex: State
grnatfgints might take similar action independently. This was

over
agreed to. .
After some discussion the following resolution was passed:
i dian Historical Re-
i —Resolved that the President, In :
Resglutzglribsgon may be authorised to select a representative of
COl“d&(i: 0mission to attend the Fourth International Congress of
tile hi\?:;n;t Stockholm in August, 1960, and the Conference of Inter-
Arc

national Scholars interested in History and Civilisation of the
Peoples of Asia at Manila in November, 1960.

7. Resolutions by Shri V. K. Bawa regarding:

(i) Opening of Branch Offices of the National Archives of India
“Resolved that the National Archives of India open Branch Offices

‘to cover the various regions of the country in order to take care of

the records produced by the Regional Agencies of the Government

of India”.
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Explanatory note—The National Archives of India has thus far
confined its attention mainly to the records produced at Delhi by the
Government of India. Some records of the Government of India
are to be found in State Record Offices. Many important offices of
the Government of India are located outside Delhi and some of these
have accumulated archives of considerable value to
example, the Geological and Zoological Surveys of India at Calcutta
the Survey of India at Dehra Dun, the Office of the Governmeni’;
Epigraphist for India at Ootacamund, etc. There are also the records
produced by important offices of the Government of In
those of the Iron and Steel Controller at Calcutta, the T
missioner at Bombay, the Collectors of Customs, the Income Tax
Department, the Accountants General, the Defence Department (re-
cords of the various Commands) etc. The Indian Historical Records
Commission has passed resolutions requesting the State Governments
to establish District Record Offices. The Government of India with
its larger resources and the technical facilities at its command should
give the lead in this matter to the State Governments many of which
have not set up even State Record Offices. The Regional Offices of
the National Archives may be located in the headquarters of the
Zonal Councils. The activities of these offices would also serve to
popularise among State Governments and private Institutions the
use of modern techniques of preservation, classification, in

and perform various services such as microfilming an
records in the regions.

Secretary’s note—The Estimates Committee of th
has also recommended the opening of Branch Offices of
Archives of India in four different zones. The
examined by the Archival Legislation Committee,

In view of the Secretary’s note Shri V. K. Bawa
resolution. '

esearch, for

dia such as
extile Com-.

dexing etc.,
d repair of

e Parliament
the National
question ig baing

did ﬁot press his

(ii) Establishment of Oriental Manuscript Libraries in the States

“Resolved to the State Governments the establishm
tal Manuscript Libraries in the various State Capitals.
of the State Governments lacking the necessary funds,
ment of India may be requested to take up the esta
Manuscript Libraries”.

ent of Orien-
In the event
the Govern-
blishment of

Explanatory note—The distinction between Archives and Manu-
scripts Libraries is widely recognised among Archivists and Librariang
in the West. Schellenburg in his recent book “Modern Archiveg”
points out the distinction between archives, which are produced by
the Government in the course of its busi
do not form part of a series and which

are valued ag units, and noet
by virtue of their position in a series ,

ness, and manuscripts, which

- An Oriental Manuscript

-
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ipt material by the Regional His@ncal
: rr;lia:c?:::rolf) the States and by other agencies has:
£ their location. If thefyt }a;\rel lgga;cleil{ ilsl‘:o:l'n
the Secretary of the India -
A e Ofﬁccle (?r?i::iiieieieggy to the = resolution b‘y Shr;i G.. N..
cal Records ©-0%0 biect at the 34th Session of the Indian Historical
Chandva 2 th? S;t)nj) they will necessarily receive only the secon-
Becord® COlfrlmlS; the’ archivist. The State Governments would: be
dary attentio” O'd ecial staff and facilities for these manuscripts.
reluctant o Provee 50 s Library such as the one at Madras will on
i ergies to the preservation, catalogu--
the other hap‘d t('ier\: Ootfe silihltrsn::usfript materials, which will furt.her
ing and pubm?l(;?arship all over the country. Secondly, manuscripts
the cause o7 'Sc‘d d among the University, the State Library, the Re-
at present d1v1de ther private and public institutions can all be cen-
corc? Ofﬁ_ce, an Olace convenient for access by research scholar.s.
tra.hsed m fmi P ersons will be encouraged to donate th.elr
Third®: 'p}zgl‘g aninstitution which devotes its exclusive attention
manuscri

to manuscripts.
. M o Archivists and
ibraries will give employment. to .
L'bL:Sit;i,s :::ieg bi; Archives, and thus give an impetus to archival
prar

work in the country. ) t .
’ — esolutionr appears to be premature, thoug

S'e e Zoitte ‘is T;éidr. It is premature because the number of
e ldea'bf hlr2>llec’ced by Regionél Records Survey Committees ete.,
e ot larg Se(r:mugh to warrant establishment of a separate library to
is rllfggf ethem where there is none. A separate organisation wlith
noeocessary staff a’md equipment will involve heavy expenditure w;nch
is hardly justified in the present state of the problem. Where there
are Manuscript Libraries, the state Governr.nent concerned .cgn
direct newly unearthed or acquired manuscripts to b'e deposited
there. Where there is none, the manuscripts to be kept' in the State
Archives or wherever else the Stafce G(?vernment cons1d’er‘ ﬁt: The
manuscripts etc., which are dep031tf:d in the State repositories by
the Regional Records Survey Comm1tt‘ees are given as _m}mh c.are as
is bestowed on the records, a care which, under the existing circum-

stances, can be given only by the Record Offices.

The collection ©
Records Survey Com
raised the problem ©

i i id that the resolution strictly speak- "
Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan sa.1d t ( n str .
ing did not come within the purview of the Indian Historical Reé¢ords

Commission.

Shri D. V. Potdar said that he did not agree with this view. The -
manuscripts were also raw materials of history anfi they were
scattered all over the country in great numbers. Considerable por-
tions of these manuscripts were of great historical importance. 1f
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history was to be treated as one, there was greater need for preserv-
ing this wealth also.

The President said that, as stated earlier, the National Archives

of India was collecting manuscripts and documents of historical
importance. Similar action, he understood, was being taken by
various State repositories also. In his opinion the collections in the
National Archives of India or in the State Archives Offices were not
'so big as would warrant the establishment of separate Manuscript
Libraries. ,

Dr. Bisheswar Prasad said that the resolution in question referred
to the States and might be forwarded to them for such action as they
might consider necessary.

Shri N. R. Khadgawat intervening in the discussion said that the
resolution, as it had been worded, was not quite clear. It should
state in unambiguous terms whether the manuscripts were to be
kept separately from archives, and again whether the manuscripts of
historical importance were to be separated from those of

literary
importance, as otherwise difficulties might crop up later.

Dr. Tara Chand said that both manuscripts and archives had their
distinctive qualities. Theoretically speaking they should be kept
separately, and Archives Offices should keep only archives and
archival materials. However, as the Central and State Governments
werz not in a position to establish their own Manuscript Libraries
the Archives Offices might collect and keep the manuscripts in their
respective custody. The State Governments might, however, be re-
quested to set up such libraries as early as possible.

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that the heads of the S
should be allowed to use their discretion

scripts would be collected and preserved in

tate Record Offices
in deciding what manu-
the Archives Offices.

After some discussion the following resolution was passed:

Resolution III (a) Resolved that the National
and the State Record Offices should coll
ments which might be of use to researc
history and preserve them separately in
such time as the Central and State Go
Manuscripts Libraries,

Archives of India
ect manuseripts and docy-
h scholars and students of
their respective custody till
vernments set up their own

(b) Resolved, further, that the Govern
State Government should set up Manuscri
date where all the manuscripts now in the
Archives of India and respective State Archi
transferred,

ment  of India and the
pt Libraries at an early
custody of the National
ves are to be ultimately

(iii) Recovery of records from Pondicherry
“Resolved thai the Government of India may be requested to
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e the Frenc 0V SCE, y eps for restoration
mov h Go ernment to take necessar .St .

f the old rec()rds taken away from the Pondl(:herry Archlves, en
0 b

bloc on the eve of their departure from India, wdich was a violation
o

of International Law.” o y
— importance of the old records depcsite
. Ea:plan‘g_o E/ rnOtfb;rcEi}ifes wr;s brought to the notice of the Indian
mn the P%l 1cr§S;'yin 1941, by Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan, Professor of
H‘lstory (;)ng nia University, and Curator, Central Record Office,
H]Storyi) dsnzldhra Pradesh. Subsequently he visited Pondicherry
?r?’; er;idae ,a selection of some documents bearing on the history of

South India and Hyderabad. Photographic copies of some documents

lso obtained. On the departure of the French from Pondicherry,.
were a's med that these archives, which have a bearing on local
i T pr'estu‘ had been handed over to the successor Indian
Indian His '(c)ryr; accordance with International Law, based on the
Go.vernmenf lres ect des fonds established over several centuries
Prmc}ples ) d ef:tended all over the world. Queriés made in this
- Europe anveral concerned quarters, however, have revealed that
resp;ct lnhsehad taken away all the papers en bloc. The claim of
:1}11: Ggslr;inment of India to these ret.:ords is very strong, and as the
de jure transfer of the French possessions has not yet tafken place, the
tter should be taken up urgently. Many of the Rgs1der}Cy records
b b lost to India because of the lack of attention given to the
:f::fciere:tn the time of the transfer of power in British India and the
Indian States. The same mistake can be prevented by taking prompt
action in this case. .

Secretary’s note—The question of Pondicherry records was de-
cided by Article 33 of the “Agreement between the Government of
India and the Government of France for the settlement of the ques-
tion of the future of the French Establishm'ents .in Inflia.” Under the
terms of this agreement the records of ‘hxstomca?’ 1mportanc|'e were:
to be the property of the French Goverr.lment, wh11(-a the ‘administra-
tive’ records relating to the administratlor‘l of Pondlch-err'y etc., were-
to be retained by the Government of India. The ‘historical’ records
have since been removed to Paris, but the French Government have
agreed to give the India Govegnment photocopies of these records,.
but they have informed that before these can be prepared the records
will have to be arranged and catalogued. A complete catalogue,.
when prepared, will be sent to the Government of India to enable
them to select documents of Indian interest which are to be photo-
copied. '

It was decided that the French Government should be requested‘
to expedite action in the matter.

(iv) Widening of the scope of membership of the Indian Historical
Records Commission
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“Resolved that the scope of membership of the Indian Historical
Commission be widened to include political scientists, economists,
sociologist, anthropologists and scholars from other fields”,

Explanatory Note—The Indian Historical Records Commission
‘has all along been serving as a forum for historians to present their
views to the Government on archival matters which vitally affect
historical research. In recent years the field of historical research
in India has acquired new dimensions. The development of social
science like Economics, Politics, Sociology and Anthropology have
made possible the use of historical material for these studies. The
wealth of material in record offices has to be used not only to
establish historical events but also to interpret the laws of human
behaviour as portrayed by historical events. Archives have already
been used in the construction of economic history. Statistics of ports,
shipping lists, census records—all these contain material that is of
import for economic history. The study of social sciences can be
-enriched by taking into consideration the wealth of material in
historical repositories such as newspaper collections and archives,
Apart from these, the use of records, current and semi-current, is of
considerable value for research in specialised fields of public adminis-
tration. In a sense history includes all knowledge and the study
-of history itself would be deepened and strengthened by the
behaviourial approach of the social sciences. The scope of Indian
Historical Records Commission needs to be widened by drawing upon
‘the experience of social scientists and others, Inviting scholars from
other fields of knowledge to serve in the Indian Historical Records
‘Commission will be a step towards the integration of knowledge
which is one of the objects of scholarship. It will
use of records by persons with different disciplines.
enrich the flelds of historical research by giving
‘opportunity to see the records from a dynamic and fu

Secretary’s note.—All research includes a study o
past. In this sense all scholars are historians in t
fields. But this commonness of approach would hardly justify
bringing them together on a common platform. Moreover, there are
special organisations for social sciences like Political Science
Economices etc. The mover’s purpose can be served by establishiné
liaison with such organisations. This can be achieved by allowing
them to send a representative each to the Commission, in the same

manner as Indian History Congress and some other institutions are
represented.

ensure a varied
This will also
historians an
nctional angle,
f the recorded
heir particular

The President said that he was
resolution as it might ultimately lead
‘Commission losing its individuality.

personally not in favoyr of the

It would be better, the thouoht.

to the Indian Historical Records -
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issi ) itself to the main purpose for

mmission should confine itse : .

th}?'t 1?11: lgl?i been constituted. Besides, it would be demrgble to awa}t

rli 1crecommenda’cion of the Archival Legislation Committee in this
e .

regard. This was agreed to. o
(x) Establishment of an Institute of Historical Research

i istori ds Commission might

« lved that the Indian Historical Recor . : |
, io%:i; consider the establishment of an Institute of Historical
;e;search.to ensure that only the highest standard of research

preveil tablishment of an Institute of Historical
— establishmen

' Explanatorgi;ﬁ;tlei-se(;r ‘:)1; Ramsay Muir in his letter to the Secretary
Researe Wzxs'nmen'c of India, Department of Education, and extract
to the' (}::O:,as published in the ‘Indian Archives’. The arguments put
of “;thtf Muir hold good even today. The critical study of material
f;::ed 03171 a training in historiography which ‘was one of the objects
of Ramsay Muir’s Proposals is not as w1dened. as ‘one would

ish. Archivists and Research Scholars, along W1t}}. Library haye
g t in the maintenance of high standards of intellectual life
in ;}?zezzintry. Research at present is the past-time of a few and
izcks a sound foundation due to the absence of a broadbased tr"adition
of research in the Universities. Tl.le establishment of an Institute of
Historical Research will ensure hlgh sfcandard of research.' .

Secretary’s note.—The suggestion given by Ramsay.Mulr' was 19
connection with the question of establishment of the Indian Hls!;orlcal
Records Commission. There is no doubt abhout the necessuy.of
raising the standard of research in the. country. .But the Indian
Historical Records Commission which is an advisory ?oody only
cannot undertake this task.. It can draw atteotion .to Fhls and can
even suggest ways and means for achiev.ing 1:'h.1‘S objective. But the
matter is primarily the concern of the Universities and other research
institutions and the Inter-University Board is the proper forum for
discussion of this question. The National Archives of India has been
doing what it can in order to promote the object of this resolution.
Its Research Room is visited by students from all over India. Besides,
there are scholars approved by the Government of India under{ a
Research Fellowship Scheme. All these scholars carry on their
research under the guidance of their respective professors. But the
National Archives of India extends to them arll the help and
guidance that it can with its limited resources to put them on the
right track.

In view of thé Secretary’s note, Shri V. K. Bawa did not press his
resolution.

8. Resolution by Dr. H. L. Gupta regarding : —

(i) preservation in the Bhopal Office of the National Archives of
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India of the historical records of Madhya Pradesh and records
of the former Madhya Bharat Princely States

“Resolved that in view of the importance of local records for
compiling regional histories, the historical records of Madhya Pradesh
and of the Princely States incorporated in it, which the Government
of Madhya Pradesh have proposed to offer to the National Archives

of India, be preserved in the Regional Office of the National Archives,
at Bhopal.”

Explanatdry note.—Research work in regional histories can best
be done at the Regional Record Offices which may be easily accessible
to research scholars of the region. Therefore, preservation of local
historical records of the Madhya Pradesh Government and also of
Gwalior, Indore, Rewa and other Princely States in the regional office
of the National Archives at Bhopal will be in the best interests of
the research scholars of the Universities of Madhya Pradesh and its
contiguous States. This will obviate the difficulties of finding out
more space at the National Archives, New Delhi.

Secretary’s note—A proposal that the National
take over the princely records of the former Mad
(Gwalior, Indore and Rewa) and preserve them i
at Bhopal has been accepted by the Government

The final reply from the Government of Madhya
awaited.

Archives of Indig

n its regiona! office
of India in principle.
Pradesh, however, is

Dr. H. L. Gupta did not press his resolution
Secretary’s note.

(i1) framing of uniform rules for weeding of Central and State
Government records— .

in view of the

-

4 “In view of the lack of uniformity in the rule
records by the Central and State Governments

resolved that the Director of National Archives and the Directors/
Keepers of State Records be authorized to frame ‘rules for thig
purpose and place them before the next meeting of the Records
Commission for consideration and finalization,

may be forwarded to the State Governments by

Secretary’s note.—In so far as weeding of the Central Government
records is concerned, a Sub~-Committee was appointed by the Local
Records Sub-Committee to examine all the problems connected with
it. The Sub-Committee recommended that the Director of Archives
Government of India, should frame a set of rules for weeding of’
Central Government records in consultation with the Mirﬁstry of
Law (vide Appendix E, Indian Historical Records Commission Pro
ceedings Volume XXXIV, Part I). The question is now being examin, c}
by the Archival Legislation Committee, The rules, wWhen ﬁnauey

s for weeding of
the Commission

The rules so framed
way of advice.”

hya Pradesh States _
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‘ ] t . . p. N
d.I‘a n ] '

eral pattern for more or less similar rules all over the country.
gener

me uniform weeding rules for the States was
The'pré)%osi;ezo}{fgsearch and Publication Committee at its seven-
prst I};alseeeﬁ“r}lg held at Nagpur in December 1950 and also at its
‘C?eﬂt :‘:h meeting at Jaipur in December 1951. The whole question
3]1;1: fsviewed by the Indian Historical Records.Commis‘sion at its
twenty-ninth session at Bhopal in Fe:b}"uary 1953. In view gf the
practical difficulties involved in examining the rul_es for weeding of
records of the State Governments and the great dlvergeqee betvx{een
the rules of different State Governmex?ts, and.betwee_n the various
Departments of the same Government in weeding their records, the
Commission decided that the matter need not be pursued.

In view of the Secretary’s note Dr. Gupta did not press his

resolution
o

9. Resolutio;b’ by Shri G. N. Chandra regarding transfer of Residency
' records relating to the States to States’ concerned

“The Commission recommends to'the Government of India that
the local Government records relating to Indian States, both
current and non-current, which were separated in 1937 in conneec-
tion with the inauguration of provincial autonomy and removed to
the Residencies concerned and subsequently centralised in the
National Archives of India along with the Residency Records in
pursuance of Resolution XIII of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mnission in 1948 on the dissolution of the Residencies be restored to
the State Governments concerned in the changed set-up as a result
of the merger of the former States into the States in the Indian
Union.

Explanatory mnote—The ‘consideration on which the States
records were separated and removed from the autonomous Pro-
vinces no longer exists and these records are required for complet-
ing the series of records of the Local Governments concerned in
accordance with the archival principles as also for the administra-
tion of the States so merged. -

Secretary’s note—The dismemberment of records which form part
of a series is against archival principles. But the records referred
to were created by the Provincial Governments in exercise of powers

conferred on them by the Governor General of India, and so they do

not form part of the records of the Local Governments. True, after

‘the lapse of paramountcy such State Governments as were in posses-

sion of Residency records were allowed by the Government of India

‘o retain them either on quasi-permanent loan or as long as they were
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required by the States concerned for their administrative purpose .
But this does not change the basic position.

The Commission accepted the Secretary’s note in thig regard.

10. Resolution by Shri S. C. De regarding development of States
Archives under Five-Year Plans

“The Commission strongly recommends to the States that have
not so far taken up the development of Archives as a part of the
Five-Year Development Plan to include the subject in their develop-
ment programme without delay and requests the Government of
India to render financial assistance to such States as have no organised

Archives at present for the equipment and development of such,

Inctitution.”

Explanatory note—There is no gainsaying the fact that an orga-
nised Archives is on asset to a Government from administrative point
of view. The activities of the Government in different spheres and
the experiences gained therefrom, are preserved in the form of official
records for use in connection with the current and future administra-
tive purposes. Smooth and successful running of the administration
depends, in a great measure, upon the scientific classification ang
arrangements of records ensuring their ready availability for
adrinistrative use and also upon the preservation of records for their
future use. Viewed from this angle, the development of the Archives
so vitally connected with administration should appropriately form
a part of the development programmes of the States o the Centre.
In some of the States the question of development of the Archives
has not been taken up as a part of the Five-Year Development Pro-
gramme. So it is necessary that such States be urged to give due
importance to the question and take it up as a part of their Programme
immediately. Some States may find it diffieylt to develon their
Archives to the desired extent on account of financial difficulties.
In such cases financial assistance from the Government of India (as in
case of development of Museums) will help much in the develop-
ment of the Archives in the States, specially those that have ng
organised Archives, at present.

Secretary’s note—A similar and more comprehensi
was passed by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its thirty-
fourth session held at Trivandrum in January 1959 (mide Resolution

ITI, Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings Volume |

XXXIV, Part I, pages 52-53). For action taken by the State Govern-
ments please see conspectus.

In the absence of Shri S. C. De and in view of
note the resolution was not moved.

Ve resolution.

the Secretary’s.
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11. Resolution by the Government of Kerala regarding ulilisation »F\
' se;*vices of trained personnel for the State Archives

“The State Governments may be requested to avail themselves
of the services of the Officers in the respective ‘States, who heve
ot training in the National Archives of India in the preservation
(g)f records, for the improvement of the Archives under the control

of the State Governments.”

Explanatory note—It is neted that .several persons who have
undergone training in the Natlonal' Archives .o.f Indle are now serv-
ing the State Governments in various capacities quite .u.nconnecte_d
with the profession for which they have undargone training. Their
services can be utilised effectively by the State Governments for
maintenance and preservation of valuable archives owned by them.
The State Governments, where trained personnel are available, may
bz requested to make the best use of their services.

Secretary’s note—The Indian Historical Records Commission at
its twenty-seventh session held at Nagpur in December 1950 recom-
mended (Resolution IIT) that all State Governments should recog-
nise archives administration as technical work and appoint Diploma
holders from the National Archives of India to their respective
repositories. Non-utilisation of the services of trained personnel
means a wastage of the time and energy spent by them on receiving
training and is certainly to be deplored.

The following resolution was passed:—

Resolution IV.—The Commission reiterates its previous recom-
mendation that the State Governments should appoint trained
personnel in their respective Record Offices, and request that the
State Governments may avail of the services of the Officers in their
respective States, who have received training in the National Archives
of India for the improvement of their Archives Offices.

12. Resolution by Shri N. B. Roy regarding grant of honorarium
to contributors of papers

“Resolved that the Union Ministry of Education be requested to
grant honorarium, as token of respect to the contributors_of papers,
approved for publication in the Proceedings of the Indian Historical
Records Commission.”

Secretary’s note—The main purpose of the Indian Historical
Records Commission in inviting papers for being read at its annual
sessions is to encourage scholars to bring to light unpublished records
in public and private custody for their mutual benefit. No ques-
tion of respect is involved. '

Shri N. B. Roy withdrew his resolution.
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13. Resolution by Shri R. Subba Rao regarding iransfer of records
or copy thereof relating to Andhra from Madras Record Office

“Resolved that since Andhra Pradesh Government have consti-
tuted Central and Regional Committees for collection, preservation
and use of records in the State, such of the records or copies of the
same as are collected and preserved in Madras Record Office be sent
to Hyderabad for use there.”

Secretary’s note.—Division of original records following division
of a State is against archival principle. In such circumstances the
newly created State can ask for copies of records in which it is
interested. For copies of records relating to Andhra, the question
may be decided by the two State Governments by negotiation.

Shri R. Subba Rao said that he could see from the Secretary’s
note that original records could not be transferred to Hyderabad.
He suggested that microfilm copies of records relating to Andhra
could be supplied by the Madras Record Office.

Shri T. Balakrishnan Nayar replied that copies of records were
supplied to Andhra Pradesh whenever required by them.

The President said that the guestion of obtaining microfilm copies
of records from Madras Record Office could be easily settled by the
Governments of Andhra and Madras by negotiation, and there was
no need to pass a resolution.

14. Resolutions by Shri S. B. Bhat regarding:

(i) publication of a complete history of Indian Historical Records
Commission

Resolved that the history of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission from its inception till to-day be written and published with
reference to the original records available in the Archives of India
as well as other official and non-official sources. For purposes nf
preparing such a History, a Committee consisting of the Secretary,
Indian Historical Records Commission, and two other m-embe;s
(who are non-officials) be appointed, which may be called the
Editorial Committee. That the Secretary of the Indian Historical
Records Commission may be appointed the Chief Editor. And that

the work of writing be finished within a period of one year from
this date.

Explanatory mote—The Indian Historical Records Commission
has been in existence for about 35 years or so. It was started in the
British period and continuad its existence after Independence. Tt
is but natural and it would also be interesting for the members 6f
the Commission as well as the public in general to know as to how
the Commission came into existence and what were the objects of
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the British rulers to bring such a Commission into existence, Further,
it would also be interesting to know as to what work ‘has ' en
Tone d achieved by the Commission. Apart from the intentions
d? ntiear};rjtjsh rulers, it appears that the research work in the ﬁeld
Zf History was taken up at Government level by bringing it into
existence. Therefore, it would also be interesting to find ‘out what
results have followed from such Government action: In. view of all
this, it is submitted that a history of the Indian Historical Records
Commission from its origin up to the present be written with refer-
ence to all the original records available'in‘the National Archives

of India as well as in other places.

Secretary’s note—A brochure entitled “The Indian Historical
Records Commission—A retrospect, 1919—48” containing the history
of both the Indian Historical Records Commission and the National
Archives of India since their inception was published in 1948 during
the Silver Jubilee Session of the Indian Historical Records Commis-
sion. Another volume “The Resolutions of the Indian Historical
Records Commission, 1919—48” was also published in the same
connection. The question of making it up-to-date will be taken up
on a suitable occasion.

The Secretary’s note was accepted by the Commission,

(ii) visit to historical research institutions in States by Minis-
ters and other high officials

“The Indian Historical Records Comrniss;'on recommends that all
the Ministers and high officials in all States in India may be request-
ed by the Indian Government that they should as a rule pay visits
to historical research Institutions when they visit the cities in
which such institutions are located with a view to ascertain their
work and encourage them and to create enthusiasm and respect in
the mind of the public in general for the work done by such
institutions”. \ |

Explanatory mote—That historical research work and preser-
vation of historical records is now encouraged by the State Govern-
ments and it can now be said that it is now a matter of policy of
the Indian State Governments. It is also true that in every State
research work is going on and research institutions are coming into
existence. But these institutions are privately conducted with
Government aid wherever available. But as the work is being
carried on by private institutions, and the State Governments have
no direct connection with them, proper attention is not given to such
institutions by the Ministers and high officials of different States.
In view of the fact that the Indian Government is taking such an
interest in the work of preservation and historical research, it ig
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suBmitted that the attention of different States in the country be

focussed on such institutions, by requesting the Government Officials -

and Ministers to pay visits to such institutions when they visit the
cities in which such institutions are located.

Secretary’s mote—It is a matter for consideration by the State
Governments and the persons concerned. It will hardly be proper
for the Government of India to issue instructions of this kind.

In view of the Secretary’s note. Shri S. B. Bhat withdrew his
resolution. :

15-16. Resolutions by Dr. R. C. Majumdar and Dr. G. M. Moraes
regarding microfilming of old newspapers

(i) Resolution by Dr. R. C. Majumdar:

“That a Committee be appointed to explore the feasibility of and
suggest ways and means for preparing microfilm copies of important
newspapers published in India during the 19th Century.”

(ii) Resolution by Dr. G. M. Moraes:

“Whereas scholars of Modern Indian History are taking increas-
ing interest in economic, social and cultural history, and are increas-
ingly using newspapers. perindicals and pamphlets (both in English
and various regional languages) as source materials for their
researches; and

“Whereas the importance of such ephemeral material is not wide-
ly recognised among the general public, with the result that
irreplaceable newspapers, periodicals and pamphlets are being allow-
ed to disintegrate with age or are discarded as useless; and

“Whereas such materials are often bulky, occupying valuable
storage space, and are costly to bind, laminate, or otherwise preserve
from cracking and disintegrating;

“It is, therefore, resolved that a comprehensive scheme for the
microfilming of newspapers, periodicals and pamphlets published in
Tndia in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries be put into opera-
tion as sovon as practicable; and '

“that as a first step the most perishahle material in the following
three collections be microfilmed, viz., the Bharata Itihasa Samsho-
dhaka Mandala in Poona, the collection of K. Sajunlal in Secundera-
bad and the collection of Hemendra Prasad Ghose in Calcutta—

emphasis being laid on the Marathi, Urdu and Bengali holdings in
those respective collections; and

“that, to avoid duplication of existing microfilm files, a compre-
hensive check list of such files be compiled by the Natinnal Archives,
and that this check list be revised and brought up-to-date at the
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_of source materials,
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“ . her resolved that in view of the rapidly growing
;inte;lt‘e}sl.‘? tirittgi fs‘?:golarly study of modern Indian History in foreign
countries (especially in the US.A,, thie U.S.S.R., J apan and couptnes

nastern and Western Europe), this microfilming \be made 1nte5c-
zitlif:al in scope, positive copies of all microfilms being made avail-

able to libraries or individual scholars in thesz countries, preferably

on a subscription basis; and

“that in view of the great cost of microfilming such a large body
and the limited contributions which subsqribmg
libraries (both in India and abroad) can be expected to make, finan-
cial support for this scheme bg requested from UNE;SCO, from
philanthropic foundations, and if necessary from foreign govgrn-

ments; and
“that further a sub-committee of three members be appointed

" to put the above scheme into immediate eftect, to supervise its work-

ing, and a report 10 this body on its progress.e

Secretary’s mote—The National Archives of. Ipdia has. a pro-
gramme of microfilming of documents etc. of national and historical
interest. It would be a good idea if important newspapers of the
19th and 20th centuries are included under that scheme. Necessary
information could be collected from *various State repositories,
important libraries and other institutions and individuals. As
already stated in the Review of the Development Programme of the
National Archives of India, copies of microfilms of important docu-
ments are proposed to be kept in four selected libraries in India
to prevent their possible loss. The microfilm will be accessible to
scholars under the same conditions as records.

Both Dr. R. C. Majumdar and Prof. G. M. Moraes were absent.
Dr. K. K. Dutta, however, took up the resolution and said that it
was a very important matter and needed serious attention. There
were many important newspapers which might decay and be lost to
posterity if immediate steps were not taken for their preservation.
In any case they should be microfilmed without any further delay.

The President said that a Committee might be appointed to go
into the details of the problem as suggested by the movers.

This was agreed to and the following resolution was unanimously
passed. '

 Resolution V.—Resolved that the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission may appoint a Sub-Committee to explore the feasibility of
and suggest ways and means of preparing microfilm copies of impor-
tant newspapers published in India during the 19th and early 20th

f‘"?’l‘f‘.""‘- A7,
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17. Ili)eslolution Zy' Shri R. S. Panchamukhi regarding inclusion of
alaeogrephy and Calligraphy i
colleges. graphy in  the syllabus for schools and

“This meeting recommends to t ini i
and Central Governments, that th;1 est}\l/g;nsatr% ﬁai}icil;lcapon’ State
graphy and Calligraphy be included in the syllabf mf Pa_laEO-
standards in the secondary schools and under—graduateS of higher
grad\.labe courses in the Colleges as that will facilitate thand p(?st-
anq interpretation of old documents, manuscripts and i . r.eacéhng
wh}ch are the basic materials for the reconstruction of ltr}lxscnl?tlons
of India from the ancient to the modern period.” ° ® history

Explanatory mnote~—For writing the hi i
prxoder.“n periods the reading of inscfiptions };lrf:im};}i,st::ic;n;lent and
is quite necessary. These are written in different kinds chumer'lts
that were in vogue in the respective periods. This ar h(') SCI‘}pt
should be studied by®every student of history and lanc o T
several lakhs of inscriptions and documents lying still uiudag?' The
can be' handled properly by the students traineq in Palaecmhered
There is not provision for training anywhere in India T}ﬁogr}?phy.
be mad’g good by making provision for training in.P 1 s should
and Calligraphy in Schools amd Colleges. @lacography

Secretary’s note.—This should mor i
. . e appropr ithi
the purview of the Inter-University Boafcf pristely come within

The resolution was taken up for discussion in the absence of
§ )

Shri R. S. Panchamukhi.

Dr. P. M. Joshi said the su estion was im 0 o
3
o o, gg S mmportant and de§-x ved

Dr Ta}ra Chand said it would be easier for the States to ; "
trzm?mg in such ancient scripts as might be prevalent in t;) i von
pect1.vg areas than for the Centre to open a train;n ce fl -?H‘ rf‘;s‘-
provisions for training in all the ancient scripts of Iidliianlle e

Dr. P. M. Joshi agreed to the su i
. . ggestion of Dr. Tar: 1
felt Lh.at. the National Archives of India should haveraaf: hand, but
for training in Palaeography also. ‘e arrangement

r, B She ‘h PI"L d Se d h ‘ i ean for

After some discussion the following rasolution was passed: —

Resolution VI.—This Commission re

L . - commends that th ‘
training in Palaeography and Calligraphy should be ?ns:&%};dan'd
the syllabus of High and Higher Secondary Schools and undelrn
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post-graduate courses in Colleges as that will facilitate-
interpretation of old documents, manuscripts and
e basic materials for the history of India.

graduate angl
reading and
inscriptions, which ar

Further resolved that the above resolution be forwarded to the
Inter-University Board for necessary action.

sal to include Palaeography in the Training v

As regards the propo
Archives of India, the Secretary said that

Course of the National
he would examine the proposal.
18. Resolutions by the Andhra University regarding :

(i) supply of microfilm copies of records of Central Government
to all the National Libraries

«Resolved that the Central Government be requested to
supply photostat copies of all the historical records and
documents under its control to each of the National
Libraries in the country;

r that the right of all Universities to borrow
ds and books ete., from such National Libra-

1. (a)

(b) and furthe
these recor
ries be recognised.”

Explanatory note—Experience has shown that the National
Libraries are prone to regard themselves as lending Libraries strict-
ly for the state in which they are located. This takes off the national
character about them, ignores the claims of Educational Institutions

in the contiguous region and hampers research.
The proposal was dropped as it was considered impracticable.
(ii) supply of photostat copies of State Records to/ Universities
9 “Resolved that the State Governments be requested to supply

1o all Universities within its area photostat copies of all the histori-
cal records and documents under its control.”

Explanatory note—It is now agreed on all hands that regiénal
bibliographies of -source materials are very essential for historical
research. The above resolution seeks to make them available for

easier analysis and classification.
The resolution was dropped.

‘The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the chair
proposed by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad and seconded by Shri V. S.

Suri.
MEMBERS PRESENT
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN ON THE RESOLUTIONS OF

SOME OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE INDIAN
HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION

31st Session, Mysore, 1955

Resolution II1.—Resolved that organised State Archival Agencies
in India be urged to bring out descriptive catalogues of records in
their custody for the benefit of bona fide research students and
scholars.

Andhra Pradesh.—The implementation of the resolution has been
deferred for the present due to difficult financial position.

33rd Session, Bhubaneswar, March 1958

Resolution II.—This Commission resolves that edited texts or
calenders 9f unpublished manuscript record$ or documents, when
accompanied by an adequate introduction and critical apparatus,
should be given the same recognition as original dissertations on arts
or science subjects and should be regarded as equally worthy of
consideration for the award of a Doctorate Degree.

Andhra, Patna and Madras Universities—Do not accept the reso-
lution.

. . . . hd
Rajasthan, Saugar and Annamalai Universities—The resolution
is under consideration.

Visva Bharati and Utkal Universities—Accept the resolution.

Agra Universuy—Does not agree with the resolution as such
but proposes to consider each case on its own merit. 5 i
Osmania University.—The resolution has been noted.

Resolution III.—The Commission reiterates its previous nresoly-
tions on the question of maintenance of the integrity of records of
the states affected by merger and re-organization and recommends
that in pursuance of the accepted archival principle all records of
the defunct states should be treated as the property of the successor
governments. As regards local records like those of Districts, Divi-
sions, Sub-Divisions, Municipalities, etc., all these records both non-
current and current, should remain where they are.

West Bengal.—Accept the resolution in principle. Regarding the
recovery of some records of historical importance and other docu-
ments removed from Purulia by the Bihar Government, the matter
is still under negotiation with that Government.

Resolution IV.—Resloved that a limited number of copies of
such publications as the Government of India and the State Govern-
ments may bring out should be printed on special quality of paper
to ensure their permanency.
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Raejasthan and Mearas.~Accept the resolution.

Delhi—The contents of the resclution have been noted by the
: Regional Records Survey Committee and will be

Convener of the . .
taoketx into counsideration whenever the Committee publishes any

book or documents,

Bikar University—1he resolution has been noted.

Maharaje Sayap Kao Unweqzsity, Barode.—The important publi-
cations of the Umiversity are already printed on good paper.

Assam.—The resolution is under consideration.
s4tn Session, Trivandrum, 1958

Resolution 1.~The members of the Indian Historical Records
Commission deeply mourn the death of Dr. Jadu Nath Sarkar,
Dr. B. S. Baliga and Shri G. B. Pandya and request the Secretary
to the bereaved families messages of condolence and
f the Indian Historical Records Commission.

¢

to convey
sympathy on behalf o

The messages of condolence and sympathy were sent to the
bereaved families of Dr. Jadu Nath Sarkar, Dr. B. S. Baliga and

Shri G. B. Panaya. ‘
Resolution {{~—Hesclved that Indian Historical Records Com-
mission (a) reweraes- its previous resolutions drawing the atiention
of the Government of India fo the imperative need for early enact-
ment of suitable archival legistation; (b) notes with satisfaction that
the Union Ministry of Education have declared their intention to
appoint a Committee of experts to advise the Government on the
form and content of such legislation (vide Proceedings of the Rajya
Sabha, August 22, 1858); and (c) urges the Government of India to
expedite the appomiment of this Committee and to take all other

steps necessary for the early enactment of such archival legislation.

Government of India have appointed the Archival Legis'ation

‘Committee with the following as its members:—

] Chairman
1. Dr, Tara Chand. Member, Rajya Sabha.
* Members

2. Dr. Raghubir Sinh, Member, Rajya Sabha.
3. Dr. Bjsheswar Prasad. Professor of History, Delhi Univer:

sity.

4. Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan, Reader in History, Aligarh
University.

5 Dr. P. M. Joshi, Director of Archives, Government of
Bombay.
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6. A representative of the Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri
Fateh Singh, Joint Secretary). .

7. A representative of the Ministry of Law (to be nominated
later).
8. A representative of the Ministry of Education (Shri Nizam-
uddin Ahmed, Deputy Secretary).

Member-Secretary
9. Director, National Archives of India.

ror details—see item 4 of the Proceedings.

Resolution I (¢).—This Commission strongly feels the necessitv
ol mcorporating some Development Schemes of the Record Offices in
India under the Five Year Plans, and therefore, requests the Govern-
ment of India to provide adequate funds to the National Archives
of India as well as to the State Governments to enable them to
undertake a programme of development for their respective collec-
tions under the Third Five Year Plan.

(b) This Commission also strongly recommends to the State
~Governments, particularly whera {ull fladged Central Record Offices
are yet to be established, to set up such Record Offices and to unde; -
take a phased programme of development under the Third Five
Year Plan.

Muadras, Bihar ond U.P.—The resolution is under consideration

Assam.—The resoluticn will be impleménted after a Central
Records Office is established.

Rajasthan.—Accept the resolution in principle. The State Gov-

ernment have drawn up a plan for development of their Recor~
Office.

Bombay.—The scheme for the development of the Secpztariat
Record Office and its Subordinate Offices at Baroda and K

) olhapur
have been received from the Siate Government,

Punjab.—Provision is being made in the Third Five Year Plan

for the implementation of the resolution.
{

Resolution IV.—The Commission recomm%nds to the State Gov-
ernments which have lately set up State Archives Offices, or are
contemplating to do so, to reorganize or constitute their respective
Archives in such a way as to conform to the elemantary principles

guiding the constitution and working of an organised Central Record
Office. '

Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands.—The Administration
proposes to get a member of the staff trained in Archi
in the National Archives of India and utilize his service
ing a small record repository on proper lines:

ves Keeping
S in organiz-

7%

Andaman and Nicobar Islands—The Administration has no orga--
n - .

nised Central Record Office.

Himachal Pradesh.—The Record Office of the Administratj(m. i=

i1l in the making as the previous one was destroyed by fire durl‘ng

still l;1957 However the resolution will be taken into consideration
xa;,nd W}.lEIl a Central Record Office is set up.

Punjab and Rajasthan.~—Accept the resqlution in principle. They
are taking steps to reorganize thei}r respective Record Offices accord-
ing to the principles laid dowp in the pamphlet prepared by the-
National Committee of Archivists.

Mysore—Accept the resolution.

*pesolution V.—Resolved that the Government of India recoms
mend to the State Governments to appoint trained Archivists in
their Disirict Record Offices for proper preservation of the valuable
collections of old records kept therein.

Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands—The resolution has
been noted.

Bihar, Punjab, Assam and Orissa—The resolution is under con-
sideration.
Andaman and Nicobar Islands-—Accept ®he resolution in prin-

ciple. \

Bombay.—The Director of Archives has two District Record
Offices under his control, one at Baroda and the other at Kolhapur.
The Superintendent of the former is a trained Archivist. The ques-
tion of sending the Head Clerk of the latter for training will be
considered in due course. As regards the Collectorate records in
each District,- the resolution is being brought to the notice of the
Revenue Department for necessary actlion.

Madras.—The records of the District Collectorates upto 1857 have
already been ecentralized at the Madras Record Office. Centraliza-
tion of the old Company records etc. in the custody of the District
Courts at the Madras Record Office has also been taken up. The
appointment of trained Archivists to District Record Offices, is not,
therefore, considerad necessary as the records are kept in the custody

~ of each office and their number and size are very small.

Mysore.—The resolution has been forwarded to the authorities.
concerned for necessary action.

Rajasthan—Accept the resolution.
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APPENDIX—B

CONSTITUTION OF THE REGIONAL RECORDS SURVEY
COMMITTEES OF MADRAS, TRIPURA, ORISSA, MYSORE,
MANIPUR AND ANDHRA PRADESH

MADRAS

Abstraet

Indian Historical Records Com

mission—Regional Committee for
Survey

of Historical Records—Reconstitutioh—Ordered.

PutLIC (GENERAL M.) DEPARTMENT
G.O Ms. No. 173

Dated the 2374 January 1959
Read:

G.O. Ms. No

- 3303 Education, dated 24-12-1948.
G.0. Ms. No

. 1490 Education, dated 4-7-1952.
G.O. Ms. No. 1964 Publ'c (General M.), dated 22-6-1955.
G.0. Ms. No. 276, Public (General M.), dated 25-1-1956.

from the Curator, Madras Record Office, No. 826-D7/58-1, dated
28-2-1958, No. 826-D7/58-3, dated 9-4-1958 and dated 16-4-1958.

From the Registrar of University of Madras, No. H3279, dated
7:4-1958, and No. A-7588, dated 15-10-1958.

Fron the Director of Public Instruction No. 167/G6/57, dated
3-4-1958 and No. 167/G6/57, dated 31-10-1958.

From the Registrar of Annamalaj University, No. ROC-1993

dated 21-7-1958 and No. 8571-C1/58, dated 19-11-1958
ORDFR :

o

o

-B1/58,

The term of office of the members of
Survey of Historical Records, Madras,
the 4th July 1958 F.N. The Government have since considered
the question of continuing the Committee and they have decided
that the Committee should be reconstituted with the following
members for a period of three years from the date of this order.

1. Learned Institutions:

1. Shri S. Gopalan, Member and Honorary Secretary, Tanjore
Maharaja Sarfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.

the Regional Committee for
expired by efflux of time on
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N -

9. Dr. R. Bhaskaran f the

- , Honorary Secretary and lZ.['reasure:: of t! ‘

‘: ‘M ;ira's Institute of Public Administration, University
a

Buildings, Madras. | |
3. Sh M. P. Periaswamy Thooran, Chief Editor, Tamil
-3, Shri M. P.

Valarchi Kazhagam, Madras. | |
4. Dr. M. Varadarajan, Professor of Tamil, Pachiayappa’s
. Dr. M.

College. |

Shri R. Viswanatha Ayyar, Librarian, Dr. V. Swaminatha
. Shri R.
° Ayyar Library, Adyar, Madras.

The Honorary Secretary, Madurai Tamil ‘Sangam, Madurat,
6. The

y i ities: . .
1L Unwer; zKanakasabhapathi Pillaj, Professor of Indian History
1. ;311(‘1 A'r chaeology, University of Madras.

i Sathianatha Iyer, Head of the Department of
2 }? hi;q{{ . Annamalai University, Annamalainagar.
118 y

!

) ernment Nominees:
- oo i T. P. Meenakshisundaram, M.A., B.L., M.O.L., Professor
1. th'];‘lan;il " Annamalai University, Annamalainagar.
o ) ‘

i i i Chief P I‘Ofes-
2. Shri 1 Ba akrishnan Nair, M.A., Pl‘ln(:l,pal and
. f. Irlzdia; History, Presidenc College, Madras—
sor O y

Convener.

Shri T. Chandrakharan, Curator, Government Oriental
ri T.
> Manuscripts Library, Madras.

Dr. T. V. Mahalingam, M.A., D.Litt, Reader in History,
4 Dr. T. V. :
University of Madras, Madras.

Shri S. A. W. Bukhari, Principal, New College, Royapettah,
5. Snr: S. 4. W |
Madras.

6. Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri.
7 The Principal of Loyola College.

V. The Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endow-
. e »
mints (Administration) Department, Madras.

V. The Superintendent, Department of Archaeology, Southern
. e ’
Circle, Fort St. George, Madras 9.

VI The Curator, Madras Record Office, Madras.
VIL. The Government Epigrephist for India, Ootacaraund.
VII;.’ The Superintendent, Government Museum, Madras.
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2. The Committee will, for purposes of Travelling and Daily -
Allowances be classified as a 1 Class Commijttee. The non-official
members will be paid the allowances at the following rates:—

Railway Fare—The non-official member will be eligible to.
travel by the new I Class in trains and claim a single
fare of the new 1 Class each way, plus fractional fare .
at 12 pies per mile to cover incidental charges.

Mileage.—Six Annas. v

Daily Allowance for halts—Rs. 10/-.

They will be paid a daily allowance of Rs. 7-8-0 per day of attend- .
ance at meetings of the Committee held in their places of residence .
or within a radius of five miles from their residence. The Travel-
ling Allowance Bills will be countersigned by the Director of Public .
Instruction. ‘

3. The Government sanction the payment to the Convenor of
the Committee of an honorarium of Rs, 1,200/- (Rupees one thousand
and two hundred only) per annum A sum of Rs. 1,000/- (Rupees
one thousand only) will be placed at his disposal for meeting contin- .
gent expenditure. :

4. The expenditure will be debited to the head ‘“47. Miscellaneous
Departments—Preservation and Translation of ancient manu- .
scripts—Survey of Records.”

5. An annual report on the working of the Committee should be..
submitted to Government by the Convener.

6. This order issues with the concurrence of Finance Department -
vide their U.O. Note No. 90558 Allos/58-1, dated the 10th September .
1958.

(By Order of .the Governor),q
W:R. S. SATTHIANADHAN,
Chief Secretary to Government. -

TRIPURA
No. F. 26(10)-E/54
Education Department.

Dated, Agartala, the 24th December. 1958.
NoTIFICATION..

Chief Commissioner has been pleased to constitute a Regional -
Records Survey Committee in the territory. of Tripura with the.
following: —

Chairman

1. Shri G. N. Chatterjee, M:Se, MA;, L.P; Secretary, Educa-.
tion.
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Secretary
j . , D. Phil. (Cal)
. . H. L. Chatterjee, M.A., B.L. (Dacca), D .
s b Senior Lecturer (History Department), M.B.B. College,
Agartala.
Members

3. Shri A. P. Dutta,- M.A., Lecturer (History Department),
M.B.B. College, Agartala.

4. Shri Satya Ranjan Bose, B.A.

5. Shri Janesh Kumar Bhattacharjee, M.Sc.

6. Shri Charu Bhusan Deb Choudhury, M.A., B.L.

7. Shri Dwijendra Chandra Dutta.
8. Shri Lalit Mohon Dev Barma, M.A,, B.L.
9. Shri Ajit Bandhu Dev Barma, Librarian, Birchandra Public.

Library, Agartala. . e t

i ion of this Committee is to conduct a systematic-

surz‘:; irzrlla'll‘iiff)?f;:t with a view to bringing to ligh‘t documents alnd
manuscripts of historical importapce that may be in the possession
of private persons and to take suitable .steps for tI}elr rehab{lltatlon,_
if necessary. It will also help in creating an archives consclousness_
among the general public particularly the owners of dpcuments and
persuade them to declare their documen’gs and take suitable care for-

1

éSd./— G. N. CHATTERJEE,
Secretary.

them.

ORISSA
Education Department, No. 12131/F—VIIE/B:15/59, dated Bhubnes-.

war, the 22nd June 1959.
RESOLUTION

Sussecr: —Permanent Regional Survey Committee—Reconstitution-

of—

i e term of the office members, of the perma-.
nencthll%gg]ieon?ipézyrv(fyt(};ommibtee constitutefl‘ in _Il.easoltl.tion No. 474-E,
dated the 25th January 1954 and exbe-nded‘ in Notification No. 2880-E,
dated the 25th March 1957, and Notification No. 15846-E, c?ated the
14th December 1957, Government are pleased to recon_stltl'xt‘e the.
Committee for a period of 3 years with effect. from the 1st April, 1959.
The Committee will consist of the following members and office.

bearers: —

CeENTRAL COMMITTEE:-
President:
Dr. H. Mahatab
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Vice-President
Dirertor of Public Instyuction, Orissa,
‘ ' Secretary
Curator of Archives
Ex-Officio Members
1. Commissioner, Hindu Religious Endowment Board.

2. Professor, Reader or Lecturer in charge of Persian Teach-
ing in Bavenshaw Collage.

3. Secretary, Roard of Hevenue.

4. Registrar, Orissa High Court,

5. Curator in charge of Palm-leaf Manuseripts.

§. Curator in charge of Epigraphy.

. Superintendent of Archaeology, Orissa.

§. Professor or Reader of History of Ravenshaw College.

Dasrrer CoMMITIRES:

In each district there shall be a District Records Survey Com-
mitiee copsisting of the following members:—

1. Principal of the Government Arts College, if there be one
Ez-Officio President.

2. An officer of the rank of Sub-Divisional Officer to be recom-
~mended by the Dstrict Magistrate, member (Ex-Officie
Prasident in the district without Arts Gollege).

3. Professor, Reader or Lecturer of History of the above
Callege, Ex-Officio Secretary.

4. Dnistrict Inspector of Schools, Member {Ex-Officio Secretary
in the district without Arts College),

5 A Msnszf to ba recommendsd by Distriet 5vﬁge~Mzmbe¢

The Distriet Commitiee may in consuliation with the Centr
Committee co-0pt. 3 members whom they may consider helpful

“locating records in private custody.

Ompen Qrdere:i that the Reeohition be published inn the ¢

Gazette and copies circulated to all concerned,

A

o By order of the Gover
G Q5
Deputy Secretary to Gov
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MYSORE \
Orper No. ED 7 URM 57
Dated, Bangalore, the 3rd July 1959/ Ashada 12 Saka Era 1881,
Government afier considering all the aspects are pleased to recon-

-stitute the Regional Committee for Survev of Historical Records (
.at the State level with the following members: — |

Chairman
(i) Minister for Education.
Vice-Chairman
(ii) Director of Public Instruction.

Members

(iif) Dr. K. A. Neelakanta -Sastri, Professor of Indology,
Maharaja’s College, Mysore.

(iv) Shri S. Srikanth Sastri, Mysore University.
(v) Shri B. A. Saletore, Karnatak University.

(vi) Shri H. Deveerappa, Director, Oriental Research Insti-
tute, Mysore.

{vii) President, Kannada Sahitya Parishat, Bangalore.
(viii) President, Mythic Society, Bangalore.

{ix) President, Karnataka Historical Research Society,
Dharwar. ’

{(x) Dr. P. G. Halkatti, Bijapur.
{xi) Shri Govind Pai, Manjeswar.
Secretary
(xii) Director of Archaeology.
This committee is also entrusted with the schome: {i} collection

-of ancient manuscripts and their presarvation as illustrated in  the

Government of India, Ministry of Education & Scientific Research
letter No. F. 34-17/56 (A-1)C-4, dated the 24th June, 1957 (copies of
which ap2 annexed to this order) and (ii) complation of National

Register as per Government of Ind‘a, Ministry of Education letter
No. F. 8-7/58-A.10, dated the 27th January, 1958 and its eneclosire

(copies of which are also annexed to this arder) for which the

‘Government of India hawve agreed to meet the expenditure from the
Central Revenue subject to the maximuwm of Rs. 2,000/- per annum
for engaging whole time staff, elc.

The Director of Archaeclogy should please send the necessary

‘proposals for the min‘mum additional staff required in his office for
‘th's additional work, immediately. ’
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3

The above Committee is classified as ‘A’ referred to in Finance-
Department Notification No. COD. 1168-57, dated the 23rd August, .
1957 for the purpose of T.A. and D.A. to the Members. The exact
source from which the expenditure on this account should be met
will be pointed out later on.

By Order and in the name of
the Governor of Mysore,
Sd./- AEMED ABDUL Aziz,
Under. Secretary to Government,
Education Department.

MANIPUR
Secretariat, Education Branch
Dated, Imphal, the 30th July, 1959.
NoTIFICATION
No. C.HDE/101/54.Vol.I1

The Chief Commissioner, Manipur, has been pleased to approve-

of the setting up of a Regional Records Survey Committee for Mani-
pur consisting of the following:—

Chairman
1. Shri S. D. Bahuguna, Secretary (Education), Manipur.
Secretary and Convenrer
2. Shri M. Gojendra Singh, Assistant Secretary (L).

Members

3. Shri A. Minaketan Singh. Lecturer in Manipuri, D.M-

College, Imphal.
4. Shri Jyotirmoy Roy, Lecturer in History, D.M. College.
5. Shri L. Manihar Singh, Principal Officer. ’

6. Shri H. Hongray, Deputy Inspector of Schools (Tribal),.
Manipur Administration.

7. Seniormost Pandit, Palace.
8. Shri R. K. Snahal Singh, Taxation Officer.

9. Shri Panditraj Atembapu Sharma, Vidyarafna.
The Committee may co-opt. others not exceeding 5.

By order, etc.,
Sd./- H. M. SHARMA,
Assistant Secretary (Education);,

Manipur Administration.
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ANDHRA PRADESH
Abstract

Indian Historical Records Commission.—Regional Committee for

: Survey of Historical Records—Reconstitution—Ordered.

Education Department
G.0O. Ms. No. 3982

Dated the 14th December, 1959.

Read the following :

1. Notification No. 356/1/85/1950/MD, dated the 28th February,
1955 of the Hyderabad Government.

9 From the Director of Public Instruction Letters:
No. 334/E3/56, dated the 8th January, 1957.
No. 334/E3/56, dated the 10th March, 1957.
No. 1379/J3/57, dated the 3rd February, 1959.

~ ORDER:

The erstwhile Government of Hyderabad State constituted the
Regional Historical Records Survey Commitiee in pursuance of the
Government of India’s letter No. F. 92-21/55-A.2, dated the 19th
August, 1955 and it was reconsiituted for a period of two years in
the Notification cited above. In v.ew of the reorganisation of the
State, the Government have decided to have one Committee for the

- various regions of the enlarged State. The Committee among other

things will undertake—

(1) to take a comprzhensive census of available Records and
Historical materials in the State and make the official
' records of the State accessible to students of History.

(2) to take steps for the acquisition of records in private
custody, and for the preservation, classification and study
of important historical documents and for bringing them
to the notice of scholars,

(3) to publish Hand Books and Calendars of records for facili-
tating research.

(4) to take steps to ensure that historical records in the custody

of Government departments are properly preserved and
catalogued, and

(5) to procure copigs of such records as may exist outside the
State as may have bearing on the History of Deccan.

2. The Regional Historical Records Survey Committee will have

~one Central Committee and six Regional Committees.

e
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-

3. CENTRAL COMMITTEE:

Prasident
(1) Secretary,. Education Department.

Ex-Officio Member—Secretary
(2) Director, Central Record Office.

Members

(3) ShriR. Subba Rao, M.A,, M.E.S. (Retd.), General Secretary-
of the Andhra Historical Research Society, Rajahmundry..

(4) Shri M. Somasekhara Sarma.

' (5 Dr. O. Ramachandraiah, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the History-
i Department, Andhra University, Waltair.

Recionar, CoOMMITTEES: AR T TV

Vel

I. Kalinga Area Committee (for Visakhapatnam and Srikakulamr
1 Districts) — ;

“y Chairman |
(1) Collector, Visakhapatnam.

Member
(2) Shri Mallampalli Somasekhara Sarma, Waltair.

II. Chalukya Area Committee (for Rast Godavari, West Godavari :

and Krishna Districts)—

Chairman

(1) Collector, Rast Godavari District.
Members
it (2) Shri Rallabandi Subba Rao.

(3) Shri Y. Vittal Rac, M.A,, B.Ed., Head of the History -

Department, Bhimavaram College.

I Ikshavaku. Pallava and Chola Area Committee (for Guntur-

f and Nellore Districts)—

Chairman
(1) Collector, Guntur District. {

L Members
(2) Shri Pragada Seshadri Sharma.

(3) Dr. R. Subrahmanyam. M.A., Ph.D, Superintendent of"

‘Archaeology, Nagarjunakonda.

9

1V. Vijayanagar Area Committee (for Anantapur, Kurnool, Cu &
dapah and Chittoor Districts)—
Chairman
(1) Collector, Anantapur District.

Member
(2) Dr. M. Rama Rao.
V. Kakatiyas Committee (Telangana):
Chairman
(1) Dr. P. Sreenivasachar, Director of Archaeology.

Members i

(2) Kumari Sarojini Ragini, M.A., Lecturer in History)
Women'’s College, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

(3) Kumari Madabhushi Savitri, M.A, Lecturér, Nizam
College, Hyderabad.

(4) Shri Dupati Venkata Ramachari.
(5) Shri G. Amrutha Reddy.
(6) Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao.
(7) Shri V. K. Bawa.
V1. Bahmani, Kutab Shahi and Asaf Jahi Committee (Telangana) i

Chairman

(1) Prof. Siddiqui, M.A., Osmania University.

Members

(2) Dr. Haroon Khan Sherwani, Hyderabad.

(3) Shri K. A. Sajanlal, Secunderabad.

(4) Prof. Md. Abdul Quadir Sarwari.

(5) Shri V. K. Bawa, [.LA.S., Director, Central Record Officé.

4. The scholars from each district for the four Regional Committee;
)f Andhra area will be nominated later.

5. The term of office of these members will be for three years
rom the date of constitution of the Committee and they will be
fligible for re-election.

6. The Central Committee will be classed as a First Class Com-
nittee and the Regional Committees as Second Class Committees for
‘he purpose of regulating the T.A. of non-official members. The T.A.
3ills will be countersigned by the Director, Central Record Office.
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7. A sum of Rs. 1,000/- (Rupees one thousand only) will be placed
:at the disposal of the Ex-Officio Secretary of the Committee for meet-
ing contingent expenditure. A sum of Rs. 3,000/- per annum has also
been sanctioned for the Committee to meet the T.A. expenses of the
members of the Committee.

8. The expenditure should be debited to the head “47. Miscel-
laneous Departments—G. Presarvation and Translation of Ancient
Manuscripts— (a) Survey of Records.”

9. An annual report on the working of the Committee should be
.submitted to Government by the Secretary.

SYED ASGHAR HUSAIN,
Secretary to Government

APPENDIX-—C

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL RECORDS SURVEY
COMMITTEES OF BIHAR, MADRAS, JAMMU & KASHMIR,
KERALA, UP., ASSAM AND THE STATE BOARD
FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS AND ANCIENT
MONUMENTS, BOMBAY, FOR THE YEAR

©1958-59.

The annual reports for 1958-59 received from some of the Regional

Records Survey Committees functioning in the various States are

summarised bhelow:—

Bihar.—The Committee for Bihar recorded its activities in a pam-
phlet published by it. The pamphlet gives detailed information
about the survey work carried out by it during the year. Dr. K. K.
Datta has discovered from among the records of the Government of
Bihar many original letters which give information about the tours
and activities of Mahatma Gandhi in Bihar during the years begin-
ning from 1917 to 1947. At Bettiah Dr. Datta discovered some very
important records from the house of late Shri Pir Mohammad Manis,
a zealous patriot, which included among other things a manuscript
copy of “History of Champaran” in Hindi written by Manis himself.
Prof. S. H. Askari and Shri Qeyamuddin Ahmad toured the districts
of Bhagalpur and Monghyr and discovered a large number of inscrip-
tions many of which were hitherto unnoticed. A briéf descriptive
account of these is given in the pamphlet. At Bhagalpur Prof.
Askari and Shri Qeyamuddin contacted two local gentlemen, Shah
Shaiq Saheb and Shah Fakhre Alam Saheb who possessed a large
collection of private papers and manuscripts. These papers related to
the flourishing residential Madrassa foundad by Mulla Shahbaz in the
17th century. Shri Qeyamuddin Ahmad made preliminary survey
of the records preserved in the Raj Archives of Darbhanga. The
repository possess a continuous series of official records vprimarily
relating to the illustrious family whose beginnings can be traced back
to the early Mughal period. Shri Ahmad also inspected the Persian
Manuscripts Section of the Raj Library and found besides the well-
known standard Persian histories some manuscripts of interest and
importance. Among them was Makhzan-i-Afghani, written by
Neamutullah during the reign of Jahangir at the instance of Khan-i-
Jahan Lodi; History of Sindh by Mohummar Masum; and copies of
letter of Saif Khan, Governor of Bihar during the reign of Shah
Jahan. Shri Jata Shankar Jha alsc studied the educational records -
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of the Darbhanga Raj of the years 1882 to 1
a series of farmans and sanads of the ear]
Governors of Bihar making grants of differ
of the present Raj family. The earliest e
Akbar dated 983 A.H. (1576 AD.) given
Mahesh Thakur, founder of the family.
sanads and letters from Emperor Aurangz
Ahmad also visited Bihar Sharif and adjo
ed libraries at Desna and Asthwan. The Desn
collection of books on Literature, History,
for possessing the backnumbers of important standard Urdy journals,
Asthwan Library contains a large number of printed works and
manuscripts besides backnumbers of general Urdu Research Jour-
nals and old newspapers. Shri Ahmad surveyed Gaya, Aurangabad
and few other neighbouring pleces. At Gaya he examined the Per-
sian manuscripts in the local Manu Lal Library, which has rich
collection of rare and out of print books and journals. Finally the
Record Rooms of the Collectorates of Purnea and Saran were sur-
veyed. A descriptive account of the records found in these collec-
torates is given in the pamphlet. Shri Ambasthya from the K. P.
Jayswal Research Institute unearthed important Persian records
from Baikanthpur; all having being drawn up in favour of Saivite

temp’e there. A detailed list of these have been given in the pam-
phlet.

¥y Mughal Emperors angd
ent kinds to the ancestors
xtant farman was that of
to  Gopal Thakur, son of
There were also similar
eb. Prof. Askari and Shri

a Library has g large
Logic ete. and ig noted

Madras.—During the period under review the Regional Committee
for Survey of Historical Records in Madras was reconstituted only
on 23rd January 1959. During this short period the Committee got
approval of the State Government for establishing the district Survey
Commitiees. Steps have been taken to constitute a Committee in
the district of Tanjore as an experimental measure. . The Convener
contacted some Christian missionaries with a view to collect material
on Church History. Some palm-leaf manuscripts in the Rock-cut
Siva Temple in Tirumayam, Trichy District, have been brought to
the notice of the Committee and further steps are being taken to
examine them. A proposal has also been made to survey the manu-
script records of historical importance which are in

the possession
of some of the Librarizs in the State.

i
Jammu & Kashmir—Through strenuous efforts of the Committee
various ancient manuscripts and documents of historical nature and
calligraphy have been located during the year under report. The
coilection is in Shardha, Persian and Urdu script.  These include
some rare manuscripts on History, Religion, Philosophy, Grammar,
Geography, Logic and Astrology. Three volumes of eligies in Kash-
miri, in manuscript form, are rare and noteworthy. Duye to lack of
funds no purchase was made but information about the m

anuscripts
etc. was published regularly in the Bulletin and Activiti

es Reports

839. The Rajdaftar had -

ining villages ang inspect- |
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of the State Record Office. Technical advice for the proper preser-
vation of the manuscripts was rendered to the owners,

During the period under review the State Committee met four
times and discussed the various problems of record survey with a
view to accelerate the activities of the Committee.

Kerala—The work of collecting material for the compilation of
the Regional History of Freedom Movement was continued du.ring
the year under review. Research assistants working on the project-
ed history had examined the files available ‘at the Record Offices
in the State and collected many important documents. The materials
collected were translated wherever necessary,; arranged and edited
with suitable introductions"and incorporated in the volumes, During
the period under review, the Committee had finished the drafting of
the second volume of the proposed History of Freedom Movement
in Kerala. The regional version (in Malayalum) of the first volume
was also completed.

Uttar Pradesh.—The Regional Records Survey Committee for the
State was reconstituted in June 1958. The Committee decided to
survey Allahabad District first fo.r uneart}}ing records apd manu-
scripts in private custody. 4ecordingly a unit of four officials under
Assistant Keeper of Records contacted several local owners of records
in Siradhu Tehsil and salvaged important materials. 40 manuscripts
and 738 documents discovered by that unit were purchased by the
Committee from the old Muslim family of Kora. Shri Mohammad
Rafi, an ex-zamindar, besides giving his collection at a nominal price,
donated 21 important documents to the Central Record Office. In
Siradhu Tehsil, 16 manuscripts, 17 documents and 30 paintings were
located and listed by the unit but the owners were unwilling {o sell
or donate them. On the recommendation of the State Committee,
a high-powered Sub-Committee was appointed by the State Govern_—
ment to examine the manuscript collections at Mathura and Varanasi
and on the recommendation of the Sub-Committee documents and
manuscripts worth Rs. 31,796 were purchased, total purchases during
the year made were: Documents 973, Paper Manuscripts 7,474, Palm-
leaf Manuscripts 43, and Lithographed rare books 2. The paper
manuscripts were in Sanskrit, Persian, Rajasthani, Hindi, Marathi,
and Bengali; the palm-leaf manuscripts were in Newari, Kannada,
Maithili, and Oriya characters. These manuscripts deal with Vedic
literature, Grammar, Prosody. Lexicography, Philosophy, Religion.
History, Poetry, Fine Arts. Medicine, Astronomy, Astrology and
Magic. To avoid dupligation of work, the State Government abolish-
ed the Manuscript Section and transferred its work along with its
collections of 121 manuscripts, 175 documents, 8 printed books and
1 photostat copy worth Rs. 2,564'94 to the Central Record Office,
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Allahabad. The district judge of Saharanpur donated 46 unique
documents to the Central Record Office. The documents are being
arranged and docketed. Lists exist for all the materials collected
and they are entered in the relevant accession registers. The manu-

scripts are being repaired and kept scientifically. The material is
open for historical researches.

Assam.—Shri B. Sharma, a member of the State Committee
examined the records preserved at the Record Room of Dhubri, thé
district headquarters of Gdalpara and those at the Court of Wards
Abhayapuri and located some important documents. Most of thesé
documents relate to the settlement of the estates of Goalpara. There
are also important letters, reports and correspondence not only on
the different, estates of Goalpara but also on the Garamahal: the
Eastern Duars and the Bhutan, Rangamati, Cooch Bihar, Rangpur,
and Dinajpur; and the letters and reports exchanged between the
Collectors, the Commissioners and the Political Agent to the
Governor General. They give among other things an insight into
the beginning of what may be called the Anglo-Assamese relations
The records kept at Dhubri which date back to 1793 A.D. are no‘;
properly preserved and the Committee have listed some of the records

which, it felt, should be preserved at the Secretariat Record Room:
at Shillong.

The Committee similarly listed a few documents in the custody
of the Court of Wards at Bijni. which should be transferred to
Shillong for better preservation. ' i

Bombay.—The State Board for Historical Records and Ancienf
Monuments received as a gift from Shri C. G. Dalal; six undated
documents on miscellaneous topics but copied during 18th and 19th
centuries; manuscript entitled “Arjun Namavali” copied in V.S. 1757
(1720 AD.); and a lithographed book “84 (Chauranyashi Vaishna{vas
Vrat)” printed in Mathura in 1818. Shri D. G. Kala, co-opted mem-
ber of the Board, presented an old Sanskrit Pothi entitled “Subhashit
Muktavali” of 1638 A.D. A collection of 28 letters to and froma rc:-
minent persons in the country was received as a gift from ghri
N. A. Gadre of Talegaon Dabhade, District Poona, A photostat copy

of the Shaligram manuscript of the Dhyaneshwari d
: ated
was prepared by the State Board in the year 1958-59. ed Shaka 1337

-

APPENDIX—D

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION APPOI
ING A COMMITTEE TO ADVISE ON THE ARCHIVAL
LEGISLATION IN INDIA.

No. F. 6-13/59-A10
(GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
New Delhi-2, the 19th August, 1959/28th Sravan, 1881 (Saka)
No. F. 6-13/59-A10.—In pursuance of the recommendations of -
Indian Historical Records Commission the Government of Inc
Ministry of Education. have decided to set up a Committee to adv
on the proposed Archival Legislation consisting of the following
' : Chairman
1. Dr. Tara Chand. Member. Rajva Sabha.
' Members
o Dr. Raghubir Sinh. Member. Rajya Sabha.
3. Dr. Bisheswar Prasad, Professor of History, Delhi Unive
gity.
4 Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan, Reader, Aligarh University.
5. Dr. P. M. Joshi, Director of Archives, Government
Bombay.

6. A representative of the Ministry of Home Affairs (Sh
Fateh Singh, Joint Secretary).

7. A representative of the Ministry of Law.
8 A representative of the Ministry of Education.

xg, Dr. S. Gopal. Director, Historical Division, Ministry «
External Affairs.

Member-Secretary
10. Director, National Archives of India.
2 The Committee will examine—

(a) the condition of public records, and the rules and instruc
tions relating to the preservation. administration. an
maintenance thereof, and public access thereto;

";‘W&JE&{&{&T{; from the Ministry of Education No. F. 6-12 /9;-A :>o“dat>c-ci“t‘l
th September 1959.

97



98

(b) Dr. Raghubir Sinh’s “The Historical
Importance) Bill, 1957
on;

Records (of Nationa}
and the opinions received there-

" (¢) the Destruction of Records Act,
Export Control Act. 1947 and
archival problems:

1917 and the Antiquities
~other Acts bearing on

and submit its recommendations on the following:—

(i) how far in the interest of the proper preservation and
' administration of public recards, it ig desirable for the
Government of India to exercise supervision over the
State records or any part thereof, including the records

of the former Princely States which are with various.
State Governments as a result of merger;

(i) in order to exercise such supervision to ¢
should be taken to declare the Stat
thereof to be of national importance:

onsider what steps
e records or parts

(ili) whether the executive authority in respect of the records.
which may be declared to be of national importance

should be exercised directly by the Government of India
or left with ihe State Governments;

(iv) the feasibility of transferring «
- records other than those declar
of national importance”
current List of the Sev

of India;

ancient and histarical
ed by Parliament to be
from the State List to the Con-
enth Schedule of the Constitution

(v) whether it is desirable to have g statutory
the management and disposal of the
Centra] Government and such other publi
have an All-India character;

enactment for
records of the
¢ bodies which

(vi) to consider the desirability of a Plan for establishing zonal
repositories for such records as may be declared of

national importance and/or the records of the Govern-

ment of India agencies in each zZone;

(vii) what further measure, if any,
preventing the destruction or
records in private custody
of national importance.

can be taken for effectively
disposal of manuseripts and
which are considered to be

3. The Committee should report its §
of India, Ministry of Education, within a
the date of its first meeting.

ndings to the Government
period of six months from:

99

: i icated to all
that a copy of the Resolution he communicated
y O:decr‘fifrernments; all Administrations of Union Territories; gll
the ﬁa ?stries of the Government of India; Department of Pafrha-
the 1mAf’faim~ Planning Commission; Supreme Court; all Univer-
I?tiz;ag India and the Director of Archives to the Government of
si
India.

Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Gazette of
India for general information.

8d./- P. N. KIRPAL,
Joint Secretary to the
Government of India.



APPENDIX—E (I)

INSPECTION REPORTS OF THE DIREC
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, ON THE CEN

RECORDS

Mysore

I visited the Mysore State Record Qﬁice
29th July 1952 in connection with the inspec
the late Mysore Residency relating to the
former Civil and Military Station in Bangalo:
been carefully preserved and relate
details of records are as under :—

(i) A Proceedings

TOR OF ARCHIVES,
TRAL GOVERNMENT

at Bangalore on the
tion of the records of
administration of the
re. The records have
.to the period 1881-1947. The

322 bundles
68 ’”
10 »

(ii) B Proceedings
(iii) Miscellaneous

——

ToTaL 400
The State Government hasg compiled a lis
was examined by me. The records relate
such as, opening of schools. hospitals etc..
to the Central Government. It would, the
get these records for the National Archive
file in this connection was not available wi
but I explained at length the correct posi
chandran, I.A.S., Deputy Secretary, Gener
ment of the State Government, In the course of discussion with

him, it transpired that the former Chie ini
" recorded his views on the files as follow
“The records belong to the nation, and we should not take a stang

on legal formalities.” ‘

t of these records which
mainly to local problems,
and are not at aJj useful
refore, be Unnecessary to
s of India. The relevant
th the State Government,

It this is correct, our claim to th
likely to be accepted by the State
subject will be shortly issued by the
which may be awaited.

€ ownership
Government.
State Governme

of these records is
A letter on the
nt, the receipt of

Bomeay
The Central records in the custody

of the Bombg
‘'ment were examined by me on the 31

Y State Govern-
st July 1959

» in the presence
100

101

M .lo' i i iv istorical Monuments,
of Dr. P hi, Director of Archives and H ‘ M nen
o br' ' ’l‘h.e r:co1 rds are housed in the back portion of the buildin
Bombay. P g

hese records, I checked up a list
of Tphinstone C:%i;‘;:-g t??r?gir: States and British.India, for the
of 142 Vomm;; rThese records are all bound and are in a good st.ate
period 1820_‘ . I was told by Dr. P. M. Joshi that a large collectaon
‘oi presilzrsatll)zrll(;nging to the former Gujarat Agency was acquired
01 reco

i ds are of a mixed
: ment in 1949. These recor
by the State gozggxtlained in 1095 volumes and 10,166 files. T;le
nature ha'ndofathese records is undisputed and they all belong to the
ownership

k area is built up in the
t. When the new stac
‘Central Governmen

ional Archives of India, it may be desirable .to bring these records
11;\I a;\}zr\:\ Defhi for proper housing and preservation.
)

i i Canteen has been
in this connection that a
ey dS t:;e':c;:t to the room where our rec'ords are housed
R Openéovegnment. The smoke from the chimney has a lot
oy th? it lue and unless urgent steps are taken by the State
& nulsamcet ‘t,z have another building, it will not be possible to keep
Governmen I
these records in a safe condition.

sed in the’ Alienation
i the Central records housed in

e t}f))ultn i%ellc:ltci not go there as 1st August was a local
Oﬁ;?;’ PocIm:};au however try to go there as soon as possible.
holiday. .




APPENDIX E (I])

INSPECTION REPORTS OF T

HE ASSISTANT DRg
ARCHIVES ON THE CENTRA CTOR OF

L GOVERNMENT RECORDS

Assam

The object of my visit to the Assam Secretariat Record Office-
at Shillong was to inspect the records of the Central Government
in the custody of the State Government. Since they are kept in oy ,
record building along with the State re h N

The Secretariat record ro
It houses the records of the
the administrative control of
ment. The Of’ﬁcer—in-Charge is designated Keeper of
present Keeper is Shri Prabhat Chan o ecords. The

dra Sarma, M.A., :
training in Archives-Keephg at the National Archive,s \2?01;.1;;: his

The record building is a Separate structure c]og .
building. It is surrounded by other buildings ofet}i tggiecéetarlat
it is a group of lavatories, The build(;ven.l"
made of concrete and is of three storeys, each about 7 ft, hn'g is.
The shelves are fixed on steel uprights. The shelyeg are als'o lnf eight,
not solid sheets but consisting of three sheets, each about02 steel—
in width. This ensures vertical ventilation th inches

ough .
of durability. The entire North £ at some Sacrifice

and South ends of tha 7.
provided with glass windows which allow sufﬁc(i)enthe buﬂdlng are

in and when opened help cross ventilation. S‘helvest light to come

staff for which there is no separate arrangement f;;llngb room for
provided with fire extinguishers. There is one pj € building i
look after a group of office buildingg includjng th

wings fitted With shely
es, b
partmenis. The office rodmsqutehZ)t:

The record building has two
are being occupied by other De
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some distance from the record room. This causes inconvenience to
the staff and affects supervision of work in the record room.

The total holdings of the record room cover about 5,000 cubic feet
of space. While the bundles are kept horizontally, the bound. volumes
are kept in vertical position. The bundles are about 10 inches in
thicknéss. The main series start from 1826.

The records are fairly well preserved. Excepting that some bound
volumes are affected by borers, the records are free from infestation.
This may be due to the temperate climate of Shillong which, being
at an altitude of 5,000 feet, coes not provide an ideal breeding place
for insect pests.

The records are dusted manually once in a month. Records are
not subjected to fumigation. Fumigation Chambers have been
constructed but they are not put to use for lack of accommodation,

. The only preventive against possible insect infestation is Laphthalene

bricks. When the record room was visited last there was no arrange-
ment for repairing records. Now there is a staff of four Menders
and one Binder who carry on manual repairs with hand-made paper
and chiffon.

Requisitions, mainly for administrative use, number about 20 per
day on the average. Considering that files are sent for storage in
the records room soon after they are closed, this number could have
been higher and seems to indif:ate that adequate use is not made
of past experience as recorded in closed files. Records are used for
research purposes also. I was told that last year three scholars
came for research work. More use might have been made of them
for research if there were a room where research students could
work and the place were not at a distance of 64 miles from the seat
of higher studies at Gauhati.

The record room has fairly impressive staff of one Keeper of
Records, two U.D. Assistants—one for Supervision and the other for
weeding—eight Reference Assistant, one ‘Typxst, seven Record
Suppliers, three Record Sorters, two Daftaries, four Record Menders
one Binder, one Dusting Bearer and five Chapras_is. They all belong to
the Secretariat Administration Department apd as such are liable to
transfer from one department {0 another, with the result that theip
experience is lost to the record room. Such trz.msfers from
ment to another, though resulting in some dislocation, d
serious difficulty as the nature of work in the varjoys
Departments does not differ much. Bqt record room w
specialised nature and one h«':}S to be trained for that.
takes a long time to learn this Work and an experi
easily be replaced. Their services can ha ~~-

one depart-
O not create
Secretariat
ork is of g
A new comer
enced man cannot
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room if the staff attached to it is kept Separate; in other wordg if

the record room is treated as a separate office, though under the
administrative control of a Secretariat Department,

This would cause some difﬁcu‘lty in as mu
will be aggrieved at being Qeglgd the op
in the Secretariat cadre. . This is a real p
office which cannot provide for hlgher p
to fulfil their legitimate expectations.
One, providing a special allowance for
office and forego their chances of pro
treat them as belonging to Secreta
transfer them to other offices except

ch the staff 5o segregated
portunities for premotion
roblem for g small record
osts of different categories
Two remedies come to mind,

motion; the other, continuing to

riat cadre buyt deciding not to
on promotion.,

Once the record room staff s kept

Separate, arrangement should
be -made for giving them proper trainj

ng in their work.
The Central Government records i

n Shillong consist of the
following : —

(1) Manipur Agency records from
about 400 volumes of mixed rec

(2) Khasi State records. . \‘
(3) Records relating to Tribal areas. l
(4) Records relating to Assam Rifles. L 1874
(5) Miscellaneous (including recorg

$ relating to | onwards.
" Honours and Titles, Warrants of Precedence, |
Darbars etc.)

J

last in November 1949 by

1874 onwards including

’ When these records were inspected
the then Director of Archives they we
record room. Since then the records
(4) above have been handed Over to the NEI*“A Ad
the Headquarters of the Assam Rifles respectively.
in the Secretariat record room. Records relating
consist of 491 bundles divided into categories A,
to their importance. Of these only the ‘A’ rec
Printed Indexes of these record§ from 1890 yp t,
The Miscellaneous records consist of 145 bundles
to 1949.

to Tribal areas
B & C according
ords are Printed,
date are available,
dating from 1870

These records are fairly well preserved.

Item No. 1 includes not only the re
also those of Coochbehar and.Tripura_
by the NEFA. The files which are re
been keot in two steel almirahg in one
files is 319 and they pertain to the peri

cords of Manipur Agency but
These have been taken over
garded as confidentia]

od 1933 to01959.

persons who opt for the record

ords of the earlier years. .
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i ooden
kept separately in w
lal records are i i { the total
The non-conﬁd?;gl: of a.record keeper. A !1st e)ust;n(;l registoms.
almirahs in th; ?’325 A1l the records have got indexes
number of suc :

. ial security
11 preserved. Specia .
: cords are we . . rds exist.
The confidential I:wen as the non—conhdgntlal r‘?qcciis istody
measures for thi&se SCy records NEFA SecretarlatT};as lémainder are
the Age ; Assam Rifles. er
Apart from the les relating to As , hese I had no
some confidential grters of the Assam .Rlﬁe?.. zt my disposal.
with the he?d'crtnecting within the limited time
itv of sy
opportunity
ions . : )
Recommendam;n lavatories should be removed immediately from the
blic la
(1) The bu

icinity of the archives building.
vicinity

f the building should be handed over for
0‘

(2) The two wings and providing work room for the binding
2 o X |

increasing stor)?gf; spac h
s stail. | | .
and mencing ‘nistrative block should be built b}f;f the side o
_ Alr)l ellgrglgmtso accommodate records office staff.
present bulld.

(4) Record Off

staff should not 01't should be made for the training of workers.
en
(5) Arrangem

om should be provided in the administrative:
earch ro
(6) A researc

block. tion equipment should be installed and put to use.
igation
(7) Fumigati

oparate office and its
d be treated as a sop

cde' Saﬁ'?lu; be transferred to other departments.

in

k should be the responsibility of the agencies.
ng wor

(8) The weed! t records should not be sent to the record office.

of origin. Curren
(9) Preferably o
ferre . »
should be [raf® pefore being transferred should be properly indexed
ds be
(10) Recor

1y records which are of continued importance
re
rldyto the record office.

and classified. . I also broached the question of the St{algfl;
While at S}.n}llloglge Government of India’s schemf of ngllid to-
ration Wit ter of Records in private custody. H"N: Srical and
a National Reglsce Chaudhury, Deputy Director, 1fs (t)he Assam
S ‘ he Secretary o
contact Dr . . A,SSamv Who was t t
Antiquarian btUdleSs’,urve v Committee. I met .Dr. (_Jhaudi;r;)}rl i ;\1
Regional Records ening of the 6th and had a d:scusswncw . ttee'
Gauhati on thetl:t very little work had been done by t};}el Ol’znlllland;
T came to lear:econstituted in Januarya_t?%'.‘c I?ir' dchg tzrﬁevote to-
since it was ther members did no n : .
are too full }?ndutc}::is: of the work will depend upon the co-operation.
The s
the work.

co-ope
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-of workers who find pleasure and interest in the wor
are rare. They are likely to be found among the
whose duty is to preserve records, and the teache
research on the modern period of Indian History. But such person

however interested they are, can at best give only their leisure \mfi
their labour, valuable though it be, can touch only the fringe of o

problem. While their services can therefore be utilised for render;j :
.advice and scrutinizing records when they are brought to 1 hter'iﬁg
organisation of a Statewise drive for unearthing recordg cagn’ c
be made by a whole time staff. While therefore the Regional R oy
‘Survey Committee should be reconstituted, preferably witlicords
Keeper of Records as Secretary, one or more whole time m the
be employed by the State Government to organise and gy te'n e
drive. The Government of India have already shown the ; Lo the
they attach to the work by offering a token grant of Rs. 38 OO(I)n ance
towards it. But this grant will obviously be insuf’ﬁcie.nt, f eaely
the salary of the staff and their travelling allowanceg I(;r mle eting
State Governments are conscious of the usefulness of ‘.chis vgcr’:rlz :23

are prepared to supplement the Government of India’
-any progress be achieved. 18's grant, can

k. Such persons
record office staff
rs who are doing

TRIPURA

I reached Agartala, the capital of Tripura State on
March 1959, at 1 P.M. In the afternoon, T visited the Jumsy
where are stored the documents and manusc
author of “Rajmala” for the purpose of
These are kept in show cases and consist of
and transcripts of records. The entire collection is now pe;
listed with a brief description of each item. The work is in an
advanced stage and is likely to be completed within g short 1? -
The manuscripts are fairly well preserved and proper care ig bnpe.
taken of them. I suggested that when the list was comniet gln.g
might be sent to the Ministry of Education for scrutiny. e

view some of the items may be found useful and worth p
‘tion.

the 7th
: College
Tipts collected by the

writing out his work
manuscripts in Sanskrit

In my
reserva-

The next day was Sunday but the Tri
kindly arranged for the offices to be ke
inspect the records. Hardly any records
period survive. I was told that the devast
-a few years ago was to a large extent re
practical'y all the records. The official papers in the Secretari
are therziore of recent origin. The Tripura Government haima‘C
separate record room. The old files of the various branches‘ o
stacked e'ther on the shelves in the Branch rooms or just kepta;.i

pura Administratiop had
pt open to enable me tq
of. the Pre-Independence
ating flood that occurred
sponsible for the loss of
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‘heaps on tables. They are not arranged properly, and though in
:;some of the branches lists of the recorded files were available, in

most of them tracing of particular files that might be wanted was
not an easy affair. I was told that the staff must rummage through
the heaps of files in order to light upon those wanted. In some
rooms the shelves are very high and the records kept on them were

‘seldom dusted and remained uncared for.

Apart from the Secretariat records, I also saw the Judicial
records which consisted of case files from the various sub-divisions

-of the State. They are kept in a separate shed with tin roof by

the side of a dusty street. The room is fitted with shelves and the
files are arranged sub-divisionwise chronologically. The records

.are not in very good condition and require better housing and care.

In the evening I saw the Chief Secretary. He was well aware
of the state of things and the condition of the records. He told me
that a record room was being constructed and that as soon as the
‘building was complete, all the closed files of the various branches
of the Secretariat would be concentrated there and placed in the
-charge of suitable persons. When I pointed out that such persons
-should be trained for the work, he suggested that someone from
the National Archives might be deputed to look after the organisa-
‘tion of the record room and train the record office staff. It was
pointed out by me that there were already some persons there who
‘had been trained .in the National Archives and that if more were
‘required, it would be more profitable to depute selected persons to
the National Archives for training in Archives administration. He
agreed to this suggestion and I have every reason to hope that once
‘the record room is ready, the records will be better preserved, and
properly arranged, and further loss of or damage to records will
be halted.

On 8th morning [ saw the Education Secretary and discussed
‘the question of the National Register of Records. The Tripura
Government has recently constituted a Regional Records Survey
‘Committee with the Education Secretary as the President. It was
too early to assess the results of the Committee’s work. The Com-
mittee has, as a matter of fact. hardly started the work. The
“Tripura Raj family has a long tradition of culture and patronage
«of arts and letters. It is quite reasonable to suppose that interest-
ing discoveries will be made among the palace papers and the
papers of the families related to the former rulers. Information
‘bearing on the administration of the State may also be found
-among them, as it is known that the rulers sometimes correspond-
«ed directly with the British authorities. Similarly personal papers
of the former Dewans of the State on whom devolved the burden
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of administration are worth looking into," as they are likel i

clude matters which were not committed to officig) pa ¥ to in-
value of these papers has increased since the official pa zifs. The
former administration are all lost. It has been found gﬁh;tOf the
bers of Regional Records Survey Committee being epn /Idner?-
other work do not find the requisite time or leisure t g(,iage in.
this work. Their role can at best b 0 devote to

e advisory. They ca
some papers are brought to light, scrutinise them and aSS:;~ \Z}tmn
historical ‘'value. The Government of India has pointeg out °t0 tehxr
e

various State Governments the desirability of employing who]
time workers to attend to this work and promiseq - mo lf_
Rs. 3,000/- per year available to each of them towards ake

: : this.
Tripura State being a centrally administered areg will reqili:)
central assistance for any scheme that may be drawn up for imple
menting the Government of India’s scheme. pie

' | The need for a whole-
time officer is all the greater here in as much as there is no record

office staff to which the Regional Record Survey Committee can
look for assistance. It is quite possible that in Tripura State itself
the field of enquiry will be limited to Agartala only and the work
of the Regional Record Survey Committee will not be ag onerous
as in other States where there is a wide area to be brought undp;‘
survey. But much correspondence will have to be carried nn fér'
tracing the papers of the former Dewans of the State.

Recommendations:

(1) Non-current records of all departments should be concen.

trated in a suitable place, preferably a separate building, and placed
under trained staff. - :

(2) A whole-time staft should be employed to plan and carr\:"

put a drive for unearthing records and manuscripts.

L

MANIPUR

I arrived at Imphal at midday on the 16th of March, 1959, stayed
there for two days and left for Calcutta cn the morning of /the
19th. During this period I paid several visits to the Secretarjat
record room, inspected the Revenue and Judicial records kept in g
separate building and the office of the former ruler of Manipuyr,
I held discussion with the Assistant Secretary in chaige of the
record room, the Chief Secretdry, the Judicial Commissioner ang
other officers, and also the officers of the Manipur Raj and (e
Pandits who are the custodians of the Chronicles.

The Manipur Secretariat has a record room situated in

. . the
Secretariat building itself. It is a fairly big room,. which besides:
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containing the records also accommodates the record room stafi.
1t will be clear from this that neither the collection nor the staff
to look after them can be of any magnitude. As a matter of fact,
the stack area has only/about two dozen shelves and there are al-
together only 701 files of records. The records are those of
Political Agent (1891-—1947) and Dominion Agent (1947—49), ol
Manipur State Durbar and Council 1907—46 arnd C.C’s records from
1950 onwards. Records of the period prior to 1891 are non-exist-
ent. Records of other Departments are not housed in this room,
thev are with the respective departments. They are mainly records
of the post-independence period. The question of transferring
their non-current records to a central repository has not been
thought of. Moreover. the practice here is of continuing the files
from year to year till they became too bulky. That might take .
years. Agam, the present record room is not commodious enough
to house the non-current records of all the Departments.

The room is not ideally suited for housing the records. Former-
ly used to house the Government stationery, the room with its
fixed racks was made over for use as a 1ecords repository. The
racks were - fitted along the wall on three sides of the room with
little space between the racks and the walls. There are windows
but they are hardly opened, as there is no convenient way of
reaching them. Meant for accommodating big sized paper and
other stationery, the stacks are more than a yard wide. This width
is unnecessary for the volumes, and it is not possible to convenient-
ly keep them in two rows one row facing one side and the other
row the other, because the racks being close to the walls one can
approach the rack only from one side. To make the best of a bad
job the volumes have been placed in two rows one behind the
other. volumes with odd numbers and those with even, alternating
in front and back rows. There are two racks in the centre of the
room which, however, can be easily approached.

Within the limitations imposed, the records are being well
cared for. The Assistant now looking after them had been train-
ed in the National Archives of India under the six ‘month training
course meant for Government servants but he had been put in
charge of the Stationery. Only recently he has been given the
place which by his training he is fitted for. and within a short
period he has done a lot of useful work. The records are kept either
in earton boxes or between plywood boards. As and when more
carton boxes are received, they will replace the plywood boards.
The unbound records are kept in vertical rosition. There being
only one peon, the records are subjected only to occasional dusting.
Packets of naphthalene balls available in the market are kept in the
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shelves. Necessary repairs to documents are carried out by the
Assistant himself with tissue paper obtained from Government
Stationery Office. There is no arrangement for fumigation N

No special security measures are provided for the records The
Secretariat building, of which it forms a part is, however iookeci
after by nightwatchmen. The Secretariat building is aléo fitted
with fire extinguishers and I saw one near the door of the record
room.

The records are requisitioned occasionally both for administra-
tive and research purposes. There are no rules for access to records,
but permission to consult old records is generally given. .

I had an opportunity of discussing with the Chief Secretary th
question of proper storage and preservation of State records r{I N
quite conscious that the system of closing of files only wh.en i: ;S
too bulky is arbitrary and should be replaced by a scientific syste ;
He has already been trying to introduce the system in use uin t;n.
Government of India’s offices in New Delhi, but the progress is ve )
slow. His greatest handicap, I was told, is a lack of trained persory
He has already asked the O & M Division to depute one or mns.
trained men to initiate the employees of this Union territor iore
the Secretariat system of filing. Introduction of a uniform Sy stnto
is a desideratum and the sooner it can be done the better 0}; ;rln
question of closing of files, I may here draw the attentic;n of the
Manipur Government to rule 6 of the Manual of Office Pl:oced :
which lays down that “all files should be closed after a specl-l;e
period and any succeeding papers on the same subject put irt ¢
separate file.” a

Once the files of all the Departments start being closeq on
uniform system, the question of properly preserving them wh a
they are no longer required for frequent reference will haye to :):
tackled. It is felt that non-current records should be concentrat
in one place under expert supervision. For this purpose t;d
present record room will be hopelessly inadequate. Moreove’r the
records should .be kept in a separate building equipped with,ﬁ y
fighting devices and placed under a proper security system Tl;\e-
record building should conform as far as possible to the Spéciﬁ e
tions laid down by the National Committee of Archivists, A

The records should be placed under trained staff. The Assistant
Secretary in charge appears to be conscious of his reSponSibilit-n
and the Assistant in charge is a trained person who hag ereat 11es
for his work. It should be made possible for him tg continye do?ve
this work. An important question which arises in thig COnnect;ng
is that when the record room staff is part of the Secretariat. th::
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are likely to be transferred from one branch to another accordin
to the exigencies of the situation. The record room staff also fee
that if they expect promotion they must have experience of th
Secretariat work, as experience in the specialised work of the recor
room won't help their future prospects. This is a problem tha
arises not only here but in all places where there is not a cadre ¢
record office personnel. It should, therefore, be tackled as a geners
question. It appears that the record room staff should either b
given a special allowance for their continuing to do this work or b
promoted when their turn comes and allowed to continue in th
record room.

I also discussed with the Chief Secretary the question of forme
tion of a Regional Records Survey Committee and ccllection o
materials for the National Register of Records in private custods
Here also the problem, I was told, was to find suitable person:
While this may be largely true, to let matters drift will result 1
the loss of whatever material can still be salvaged. If right me:
are not available in sufficient numbers, we have to make the bes
use of the existing talent. I have reasons to believe that there ar
men who, if they lack the desirable qualifications and training, wil
to a large extent make up their deficiency by their enthusiasm an
earnestness. While at Imphal I was told of the existence o
chronicles of the Manipur Rajas beginning from the early years o

. the Christian era. I met the pandits who are the custodians of thes

chronicles. They are written in old Manipuri script on hand-mad
paper. As and when the paper yellows or gets worn out, the writin
is copied out on new paper. I was also shown some writings o
bark. I was not in a position to ascertain the age of the chronicles
or examine their authenticity. The knowledge of the old Manipur
script is dying out and it seems desirable to preserve these chronicle
and get them translated as early as possible. I was told tha
chronicles on the lines of those of the Manipur Raj are also avail
able for the former ruling houses of the other six states of th
valley which had later been absorbed by the Manipur Raj. Som
copper-plate inscriptions—not very old—were also shown to me.

It is reasonable to hope that if a concerted drive is made, manu
scripts on paper or bark and copper-plates can be discovered i
different parts of the valley. In organising this drive the co-opera
tion of the pandits and influential persons in the various localitie
may be sought and utilised. A Regional Records Survey Committe
composed of persons interested in old records can be constitute:
with the officer in charge of records as the Secretary for tenderin
advice in this matter. A whole-time officer may be engaged to pla:
and carry out the drive. Influential local people can be made mem
bers of the Regional Records Survey Committee and persuaded $
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take active steps to unearth documents ete. in their respectivé areas
and bring them to the notice of the officer. The survey work will
be hampered for the rainy season due to difficulties of travel, but if

local co-operation can be procured there is no reason why the drive
should not produce results.

Going back to the question of official records, I had an opportuni-
ty of inspecting the Revenue and Judicial records. These are kept
in open wooden shelves in a big room. Some sort of a list of these
records is available but there is need for a comprehensive list. The

papers should be regularly dusted, properly arranged and kept be-
tween ply-wood boards.

Recommendations :

(1) Files should be closed after a specific period.

(2) Non-current records of all departments should be concen-
trated in a suitable place, which should preferably be a
separate structure.

(3) The staff should be trained and adequate.

(4) A Regional‘Records Survey Commitiee with representa-
tives of different localities should be set up immediately
and a whole-time officer should be appointed to plan

and carry out a drive for unearthing records and manus-
cripts. !

NaTiONAL LiBRARY, CALCUTTA

The records of the National Library, consisting of office files and
records -of the various sections like the Lending Section, Reading
Room etc., are temporarily housed in one of the newly constructed
flats south of the grounds of the Belvedere which is the present

home of the Library. They will be shifted to a new annexe when
it is completed.

The records pertain to the normal functions of tp
date back to 1902 when the Library was establish
unbound and kept in open shelves between wooden
are regularly dusted. There are manuseri
beginning from 1902 to date.

e Library and
ed. They are
boards. They
pt indexes to the records

The condition of the records appeared to be quj )
the usual yellowing, age has not left its mark 3;:: tgl(l):i li:\]}‘(: e-ptln%
infestation was noticed. Excepting a sug gestion that 'the bmse:;S
between which the records are kept should be made a Ljtt] b(?ar
than the size of the records in order that their en ds mighf n;%'g‘::

frayed by friction with the string with which the boards are tied
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I have no other comment to make. I have no doubt that when the
records are shifted to a permanent repository, they will find a
congenial home with all the attentions necessary for their health.

The files which have been closed but have not yet been transferred-
to the record room are kept in the sections and are properly locked '
after. The current files are kept in steel boxes in alphabetical order.
Their condition is excellent and nothing better can be desired. The
National Library has indeed set an example of neatness and cleanli-
ness which others will find it profitable to follow.

l

Recommendation :

Wooden boards should be made a little bigger than the files which
are meant to be kept between them.

GoVERNMENT OF INbpia MINT, ALIPORE

The Mint is located in its own building newly constructed at
Alipore amidst extensive grounds. The Mint has a very large staff
of workmen of various categories and the records mostly consist of
their attendance registers and service books. They are mostly
available in bound volumes, and have been kept in almirahs or open
shelves in all available places,—in the office rooms, in corridors,
under the stairs and in a room in a separate building at a distance
from the main building. The records housed in the office rooms
are in good condition. A small staff is there to carry out the binding
work. They know their job and are doing useful work. They are
working in a cramped place and I have no doubt that their efficiency
will increase if a suitable work-room is provided for them.

The room above referred to where it is propused to shift the
records is not an ideal repository for them. The room is open only
to the east. There is no scope for cross ventilation and the morning
sun will fall directly on the records unless they are removed far
from the eastern side. The room is not yet fitted with shelves, owing
to the location of the room, these will have to run east to west. A
corridor may be-left on the.eastern side for the staff to pass. When
the shelves are fitted, the room will have to be provided either with
a gangway, or ladders, to enable the staff to reach the upper shelves
which will be beyond their reach.

I wish a more suitable room or rooms, preferably a separate
structure, could be made available for records. It will be advisable
to have a staff of dusting bearers or cleaners and the room should
be placed in charge of record keeper who will look after the
maintenance of the records, their arrangement ind their supply.
I understand there is a staff of bearers for cleaning work. I would
suggest that they should be retained permanently.

¥
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I have also seen the arrangement
confidential files. They are kept in steel
a responsible officer.
in one almirah. - I su
easing the congestion.

for the maintenance of

e almirahs and cabinets under
e older records I found a little congested

ggest that another almirah be provided for

Recommendations :

(1) A suita.ble room fitted with racks should be provided for
}lzousmg the old records and placed in charge of a record
eeper who should be assisted by a staff of cleaners.
(2) Work room should be provided for the binding staff.

GONEl?NMENT oF INDIA PrESs, Carcurra
The Government of India Press is locateq at the Press Building
) gt 8 Hastings Street, Calcutta, The Press was established in 1863 buf
its early records are not available. The earliest availabl rds
go back to 1912. Records preserved ab'e reco

d .
to suppose that most of the existinge necessary and it is reasonable

when they have served their purpose

1 cannot say that the records that i
condition. The closed files are kept i are available are in a good

fox: storing them. This room has proéﬁii%dssgi gt:‘:d With shelves
being on the roof of the building, it ig bound & ort of shelter, but
during summer. Before their rem, © be extremely hot
had suffered much damage, ang
appears, however, that by that t;

th
preservation. Usually papers are p €y are hardly fit for permanent
the audit for the period to which only for 3 years or till
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I understand that the Press is soon to be shif.ted to Santragachi
where a new building is being constructed. It is suggested that a
suitable room be reserved for the non—currgnt records of' more tha}n
ephemeral interest, and all such records, instead of being kept im
the sections be transferred to this room and placefi ur‘lder the care
and sﬁbervision of a record keeper whose business it will be to l.ieep
4 list of such records, arrange them properly and supply requisitions,
if any, from ‘the various sections.

Recommendation :

A suitable record room for keeping the non-current records should
be provided and placed under a record keeper who should be
responsible for their preservation, maintenance and arrangement.

NATIONAL INSTRUMENTS FACTORY, JADAVPUR.

The National Instruments Factory, known as Mathematical
Instruments Office when it was founded in 1830 for repairs of survey
and other instruments, now supplies, repairs and manufactures
various scientific and mathematical instruments. It is now housed
in its own building at Jadavpur; the shifting from its previous
buildings at Wood Street has not been completed yet.

The records preserved at the Office relate to correspondence with
various indenting authorities, and establishment correspondence
emanating from administrative offices, audit offices etec.

There is no central record room for closed records. Each section
keeps its old records in almirahs. I found a number of almirahs
lying in a corridor and some records lying in bundles in a verandah
exposed to the rays of the afternoon sun. It is quite possible that
the aftermath of shifting is still there and that this is only a
temporary arrangement. The exposure of the records to the various
elements even for a short period is injurious to them and an exposed
verandah is not a suitable place even for temporary storage. 1
urged that pending acquisition of almirahs to accommodate them
amd decision as to their housing, they should be shifted to some place
sheltered from the sun and the rains. I also pointed out the
advantages of having a separate record room to house the closed
records of all the sections: This should be placed under the charge
of a suitable person who should be made responsible for preserving
them, arranging them and supplying requisitions, if any, from the
originating sections. He should be assisted by dusting bearers and
other helpers, depending on the volume of the records. This would
ensure greater attention to the maintenance of the records. Suitable
precautions should be taken against fire hazard, theft and insect
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infestation. The pamphlet on preservation of records prepared by
the National Archives of India gives in detdil the measures that are
considered necessary in this connection. The building is newly
constructed and if proper precautions are taken, it should be
possible to provide healthy condition for the records. The records
are in a fair state of preservation. Most of them are kept in bundles
tied with strings. But as these strings are likely to cause damage
to the edges to the records, the files should, if possible, be kept

between two wooden boards of a slightly bigger size than the recores
and then tied.

s APPENDIX—F

REPORT OF THE RESEARCH WORK DONE BY THE MEMBERS
OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION DURING
1958-59.

I. Dr. P, M. Joshi, Bombay:

Published a paper entitled “Raichur Doub in Deccan Hi
(Journal of Indian History, December 1958).

Editing Peshwa Daftar, New Series, Volume II entitled “Re\}i-
val of Maratha Power, 1761-1772."

II. Dr, B, R. Sharma, Darbhanga;

story”,

(a) Published the following papers: —

(i) Sapta in the Rigveda—Taraporewala Commemoration
Vol., Poona.

(ii) Reflection on Suparna in the Vedas—Turner Com-
memoration Vol. II (in Press).

{(b) Prepared the following Volumes:—

(i) Descriptive Catalogue Vol. of the Raj Mss.— (Press copy
ready).

(ii) Sabda—Ratnakara of Vamana Bhattabara—(in the
Press).

(¢) Sama—Vidhana—Brahmana with the Bhasyas of Bhara-
tasvamin and Sayana (Under preparation).

111. Shri Fida Mohammad Hassnain, Srinagar;
(a) Working on a thesis “British Policy towards Kashmir
1846—1946".
{b) Published the following papers:
(i) Ladakh and its History (in Urdu Monthly “Tamir”).

(ii) Calligraphy in Kashmir (in English monthly “Kashmir
Today”).

(iii) Coins of Kashmir (in English).
(c) Compiled the following papers:
(i) General Zorawar Singh (in English).
(ii) History of Floods and Famines in Kashmir (in English).

117
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IV. Dr. H. R. Ghosal, Muzaffarpur:
(a) Published the following articles :

(i) The Revolution behind the Revolt: Cases of the 1857
Uprising—Proceedings of Indian History Congress,
1957.

(ii) Some unpublished documents relating to Horse and

Cattle breeding in Tirhut, 1795-1804—Proceedings of

Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958, Vol.
XXXIV, Pt. 11,

(b) Collected a large number of valuable documents, gists of

some of which had been published in the Annual Report

of the Bihar Regional Records Survey Committee,
1957-58.

V. Dr. Hire Lal Gupta, Saugar:
Published the following papers:

2 Kris‘hangarh Succession, 1841.—Proceedings of

the Indian
History Congress, Vol. XXI.

(ii) Datia Succession, 1839-40.

—Journal of Indian History,
Volume XXXVI, Pt. 1I. :

(iii) Orchha Successions, 1837—42.
Vol. XXXVI, Pt. 11

(iv) Dhar Succession, 1834.
Records Commissi

—Journal of Indian History,

—Proceedings of Indign Historical
on Proceedings, Vol. XXXIV, Pt 1.
VI. Dr. Sukumar Bhattacharya, New Delhi:

Collected from among the records in the
India materials relating to the Swadesi
on the Partition of Bengal in 1905.

National Archives of
Movement consequent

VII. Dr. H. K. Barpujari, Gauhati:
(a) Published the following paper:

The Surveys and operations at the Petroleum Springs
and Coal Beds in Assam (1826-58) —Indian Historical
Records Commission Proceedings Vol. XXXI1V, Pt. 11

(b) Shortly to be published:

The Tariff-Walls in the North-East Frontier

Journal of Indian History.

(c) Working on ‘The Problem of the North-E
the Days of the Company”,
ed shortly.

(1825-40) —

ast Frontier in

First volume to be complet-
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VIII. Shri S. B. Bhat, Dhulia: . |
Worked on the personal records of Shri Madhavrao Vinayakrao
Kibe (Former Deputy Prime Minister of Indore).
IX. Prof. G. H. Khare, Poona.
Contributed the following papers:

(i) Some Reminiscences about Shri Vinoba Bhave—Chitrama-
yajagat, June 1958.

(i) Khandoba—a popular deity of Maharashtra- -Proceedings
of the Indian History Congress, 1958.

te on three gun inscriptions from Poona—Indian
(iii) A I;rliZtm'ical Records Comynission Proceedings, Vol. XXXIV,
Bt IL
X. Prof. A. H. Nizami, Rewa:
Published the following paper:
(1) Baghelkhand during 1857.—Proceedings of the Indian His-
tory Congress, 1959.
XI. Shri K. Sajun Lal, Secunderabad.
Published the following papers:
i) Altaf Husain Hali’s views on the Aligarh Trustee Bill—
M A Nawai-Adab, Oct.-Dec. 1958, Issue No. 4. .

(ii) Charles Bradlaugh and the National Congress—Proceedings
* of the Indign History Congress, 1959.

v, Dr. A. L. Srivastava, Ag’ra:

(i) Wrote two chapters, namely “Early career of Akbar” and
“Four years of Regency Administration” for “Akbar the
Great”, a work fntended to be completed in three
Volumes

(ii) -Published the following papers:

: Problems of Medieval Indian History--Uttara Bhag-
@ Sormafi (a Journal of research of the Universities of Uttar
Pradesh).

(b) Traditional Value in the Modern Indian Life—Uttara Bha-.
rati. .
(iii) Edited three issues of the Uttara Bharati.

(iv) Guided two research students working for their PhD.
degree on (i) the Aligarh Movement and (2) Evolution
of the Administration of the formar Bharatpur State,

(v) Edited two issues of the Agra College History and Politiea}
Science Journal.

\
N
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(iv) Brought out the 3rd Edition of two books;

The Sultanate of Delhi, and The Mughal Empire,
XIII. Dr. P. C. Gupta, Calcutta.

1. Published the following papers:

(a) Nana Saheb at Bithur—Bengal:
Dec. 1959.

(b) The Bible, Chapati and the Grea
J. N. Banerji Commemoration Volu

Past and Present, July-

me,
2. Editea Fort William—India House

Correspondence, Volume XIII.

3. Prepared the manuscript of a new book

Saheb”. “The Story of Nana
4, Editing “The Private J .
D ournal of James Cunningham Grant

XIV. Shri N. B. Roy, Santiniketan:
1. Published the following papers:

(a) A note on the Charak Puja j
Ja In Benggl— : ¥
. Inter-Departmental Study Circle%aMa’fc};]e i;%%mat of the
(b) Anecdotes of Sher Shah fro i '
m -i- i
Culture, July 1958, Tarikh--Daudi—slamic
«¢) An Agitation over some Prison

Faraizes—Proceedings of the Indi . .
Commission, Volume XXXIV g(tha;[l Historical Records
(d) A paper in Bengali-Mugh, e
) ghal H ; :
Number, Jugantar. aremer Ekti Chitra--p uja

Regulationg 1856 and the

2. Edited Niamatullah’s—History o
Niamatullah’s Persian text and of e
published by the Visva-Bharati Unive

}]:t the Afghans, consisting of

.racts from other chronicleg
rsity, Dec.—March 1958.59,
XV. Prof. R. P. Tripathi, Lucknow:

Preparing the “History of the Mughals”
Mohammad Shah. Ehals,” from  Aurungsep 1o

XVI. Dr. Raghubir Si_nh, New Delhi:

- (i) Prepared a detailed study of the life of g
Raisin (Malwa) (sent for publication
Sabha, Varanasi).

(ii) A detailed study of the lives of the five
Das, who are mentioned in the Akbar-Nama, apr)li;sféls, named Keshg
(to be published). Ir successors...

alhadji

Tanw
to Nagari ar of

Pracharini

sed Cartridge—Prof, .
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XVIL. Dr. S. C. Misra, Baroda.:
(i) Edited “Mirat-i-Sikandiri”, jointly with Shri M. I.. Rahman
(Expected to be Published soon). |
\ii) Completed the monograph, “Rise of Muslim Power in Gujrat”.
(jii) Working on a research project, “Socio-Historical Survey of the
Muslim Population of Gujarat”.
XVIIL. Dr. Hari Ram Gupta, Hoshiarpur:
Collected some material from original sources available at the
Punjab Government Record Office from 1849-1919.
XIX. Shri Mohibbul Hussan Khan, Aligarh.

1. Published a book Kashmir under the Sultans.

2 Under Preparation: |
(a) Diary of Indian Envoy to Constantinople.
(b) Kashmir under the Mughals.

XX. Shri N. R. Khadgawat, Jaipur:

1 Wrote Rajasthan’s Role in the Struggle of 1857, (first
Volume of the History of Freedom Movement in
Rajasthan), Published by Rajasthan Government,

9. “Revolutionery Conspiracies in Rajasthan (second Volume
of the History of Freedom Movement in Rajasthan) is
ready for the Press.

3. Wrote five chapters pertaining to the administration’ of
Mewar under Maharana Fateh Singh.

4. Completed the last two chapters of his books “The Biography
of Maharana Pratap”.

XXI1. Prof. K. K. Pillay, Madras:
1. Engaged in his work on: the “Social History of the Tamils
- ~during the Medieval Period”.

2 Wrote an article on the Panchalamkurichi Rebellion of South
India—Proceedings of Indian History, Congress, 1958.

3. Supervising the work of the rsearch students working
on the following topics:—

(i) Lord Clive in Madras, 1798-1303.
(i) Sir Charles Trevelyan, Governor, of Madras.
(iii) The Governors of Madras Between 1827-1842.
(iv) Humanitarian Ideas in Madras Administration, (1800-
1857).
XXII. Shri P. S. Raghavan, Trivandrum:
Collecting material for the compilation of the Hist.ory of Freedom
Movement in Kerala.
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(4) Dr. N. K. Sinha, Member.
(5) Dr. P. M. Joshi, Member.
(6) Shri K. D. Bhargava, Member-Secretary.

After some preliminary discussion, it was decided to make the
following recommendations for the consideration of the Research
and Publication Committee.

1. In extenso publication of the letters exchanged between the
Government of India and the authorities in England in the post-1800
period should not be undertaken.

2. Instead, selections from the letters to and from the Court of
Directors and the Secretary of State for India covering the post-1800
period may be published. The National Archives of India may draw
up a detailed publication programme on the above lines,

3. Selections from the Finance Department letters should b
published first. All significant mattters relating to the economic
history of the country should be included in the selections,

4. The National Archives of India should not undertake any new
publication programme until the present Five Year Programme is
completed. Parts of the long-term programme may, however, be
undertaken by the Universities and learned institutions immediately
on lines similar to those of Scheme III'in the Five Year Programme,

APPENDIX-—H
DETAILS OF THE RECORDS PROPOSED TO BE PUBLISHED ON

‘THE BASIS OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PUBLICA-

TION SUB-COMMITTEE.

A list of letters to and from the Court of Directors and the Secre-

‘tary of State for India according to Departments and Series, showing
the name of each group, its inclusive years and bulk, is given

below There are approximately 3,246 volumes and 475 bundles,

. covering nearly 7,61,900 pages.

A sample survey was made of somz volumes of the Finance De-
partment records. Most of the letters in the Financial General and
Separate Revenue Series are important and deserve to be included.
It may, however, be possible to eliminate some paragraphs, but even
a rough estimate of the bulk of such material cannot be given with-

-out a closer examination.

There are some Financial Letters to and from Bombay, Madras

and Bengal. In the volumes published so far in the Fort William-

India House Correspondence Series, letters exchanged between

Court of Directors and the other Presidencies have not been
included. : '

LIST OF LETTERS TO AND FROM THE COURT OF DIRECTORS AND THE SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR INDIA :

HOME

S. No. Name of series Years Bulk Remarks

(a) Home Public.

1. General Letters to Court of '1800-59 99 Volumes and  (Gaps 1803-4)
Directors and Secretary of 2 bundles
State

2. Miscellaneous Letters to 1857-59 1 Volume
Court and Secretary of

State

3. Abstract of General Letters - 1807-18 I Volume
to Court

4. Abstract of Letters to Court 858-59 1 Volume

(from Camp Allahabad)

5. Letters to Secretary, India 1843-58 7 Volumes

o (Contain reference
ouse

to despatch of
letters and pac-
kets to Court of
Directors,
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S. No.

Name of series

Years Bulk Remarks

10.

1r.

I12.

13.

14.

1s.

2.

Letters from  Secretary,
Government of India to
Secretary, Court of Direc-
tors.

Miscellaneous Letters to the
Ur.der Secretary of State.

Gerneral Letters from Court
and Secretary of State.
Abstracts of General Letters

from Court of Directors.

Letters from  Secretary,
India House.

Consolidated  Despatches
to Secretary of State.

Consolidatcd Despatches
from Secretary of State.

Consolidated Despatches to
Under Secretary of State.

Despatches from Secretary
of State.

Despatches  from  Under
Secretary of State.

(o) Ecclesiastical

Yetters to Court and Secre-
tary of State.

Letters to Secretary, India
House.

Letters from Court and
Secretary of State.

(¢) Land Revenue Branch

Letters to Court .

Letters to Secretary of State

_ 3. Letters from Court and
ﬁ, Secretary of State.

1800-29 3 Volumes

1858-50 I Volume

1800-59 99 Volumesand (Also contains
5 bundles. spare copies of
Letters.)

1307-18 2 Volumes

1355-58 3 Volumes (Also contain
Marine and Elec-
tric Telegraph.
Letters).

1903-10 5 Volumes (Gaps 1907-09.)

I19r8-28 1 Bundle

1903-08 4 Volumes (Gaps 1907)

[360-1326 131 Volumes & (Gaps 1893, I902~-
30 bundles. 03\

1860-92 22 Volumes & {Gaps 1362 and
5 bundles. 1880-87).

1820-59 20 Volumes &
1 bundie.

1857-53 1t Volume

5 Voumes &
1

1324-59 bundle.

1334-58 15 Volumes Deals with.

Government Tea
Plantations ana
Factories.

1859-61 1 Volume

1834-62 15 Volumes & .
3 bundles,

S. No. Name of series

(d) Fudicial

Letters to Court and Secre-
tary of State.

Letters to Secretarys, India
House.

Letters from Court and
Secretary of State.

Despatches from Secretary
of State.

Despatches to  Secretary of
State.

Miscellaneous Judicial Let-
ters to Secretary of State.

Despatches to Under Secre-
tary of State.

Despatches from Secretary
of State.

(e) Education

Letters to Court and Secre-
tary of State.

Letters from Secretary of
State.

(f) Census

Despatches from Secretary
of State.

Despatches to Secretary of
State.

Years Bulk

1835-59 39 Volumes

1837-38 3 Volumes

“1835-59 20 Volumes &
1 bundle.

1860-1905 31 Volumes &
3 bundles.

1860-95 60 Volumes &
7 bundles.

1360 1 Volume

1861-92 10 Volumes &
1 bundle.

1860-1905 31 Volumes &
3 bundles.

1856-59 also 8 Volumes &
of 1854.. I bundle.

1859 I bundle

1880-91 I Volume

v

1881-83 3 Volumes &
1 bundle.

Remarks

(Gaps 1852-55)

(Gaps 1840-41)

(One Volume con-
tains Despatches
to the Court of
Directors and the
Secretary of S tate
from 1858-62).

{Contaias miscel-
laneous letters to
Court of Directors
and Secretary of
State from 1858—
60 and also
Andaman Com-
mittee Report).

(Gap 1862)
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. - e 129
S. No. Name of series Years Bulk Remarks
(g) Statisti No. Name of scrics Years Bulk Remarks o
g) Statistics : ~ “
[ S
1. Dgsfpg‘tChcs from Secretary  1875-1903 8 Volumes & 3. (Fibre and Silk) Despatches 1870-95. 1 Volume B
tate. 10 bundles. from Secretary of State. i
2. Despatches to Secretary 18 '
: \ 787 . X 4. {(Forests) Despatches from  1861-1910
of State. 9 undle Secretary of State. 910 9 bundies
5. (Forests) Despatches to 1861-70 1 bundle

Education, Healt
h and Lands Sccretary of State.
6. (Forests Despatches o and  1864-69 2 bundles (Gaps 1865-68)

. N from erary 0{ State.
" ]1 E d t S O €Cr

lished under the scheme of publishing Sele R
ish i
p ing Selections from Educational (f) Revenie

Records upto 1947 i
which would also i
) nclude .
the Court of Directors and the Secretary of Stf;?crreSpondence with (R ) Despatches f 888
e. ) 1. (Revenue s s from 1858-80 6 Vol
Secretary of State. olumes  (Gaps 1866-67)
(a) Fmigration
2. (Land  Revenue) Despatches  1868-1910 T Volum
1. Despatches  to  Secretary 1858-87 Vol from Secretary of State. ¢
of State. 4 ROV & (Abstracts)
e. . .
2. Despatches to Sccretary of g 3. Home  Miscellaneous (Reve-  1858-61 1 Volume
State. d 1880 2. Volumes nue) letters to Secretary
’ of State.
3. Despatches to Sccretary  of aQ
State. ’ 188590 - 1 bundle 4. (Revenue) Letters to Secre- 1863-80 5 Volumes SN
tary of State. es  (Gaps 1870-75)
(b) Municipalities
5. (Agriculture, ~ Revenue and  1871-73 3 Volumes
1. Despa'ches 0 Sccretary of  1874-9 Commerce) Despatches s
State ’ 5 ﬂ‘é“luﬁcs & to Under Secretary.
undle
(c) Health) 6. (Agriculture, ReBenue hand 1871 1 Volume
sani "SSPt Commerce) espatches
I. 5%}‘;13350@335;’3?25&;\ W 186887 1 bundle and 10 Secretary of State.
L ) ' 4 volumes.
2. Sanitrary  Despatches to 7. (Bombay Revenue) Letters 1858-69 6 Volumes
Sccretary Of State. 1868-89 3 bundles from Secretary Of State.
.. ) 8. (Bombay Revenue)  Letters Do. 8 Volumes
3. Sanitary - Despatches o Secretary of State. Se
Secretary of State. s from  1867-1924 10 Y)Olumes and 10 Secretary :
. 2 bundles
’ Madras Revenue) Letters 1860-70 10 Volum
(d) Lands (Industry etc.) - ( to Secretary of e
fc. ) ‘ s y of State.
1. Desparches  from Secretar 10. (Madras _ Revenue) Despat- 1855-71 1 bund]
- . e
Zf tS ‘t)ate' (Industry, SCichyeS’ 17450 1 Volume ches to Secretary of State.
rts).
11. (Bombay Revenue)  Despat- 1854~71 1 bundle
ches from Secretary of State.

(e) Agriculiure
12, (Bombay  Revenue) Despat-~  1849-71 1 bundle

ches to Secretary of State.

1. Despatches  from  Sccrerary
of State. ! 1867-1909 2 Volumes
2. Despatches  from  Secreta e S - e
R i ty 1869-1904 ! Volume 3 Secretary of State. dles
- e / 14. Revenue Despatches 10 1860-70 1 bundle
) Secretary of State. )

-
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SL
No. Name of serles Years Bulk Remarks
LEGISLATIVE
1. Law Letters from Court 1800-1832 2 Volumes
2. Law Letters to Court 1800-1831 2 Volumes
3. Despatches from Secretary 1835-1910 50 Volumes and (Gaps 1886-96)
of State. I bundle
4. Legislative Letters to Court 1835-76 Vol s s 1853-6
and Secretary of State, 35776 54 Volumes (Gaps 1853-60)
S. Legislative Letters to Under I861-68 6 Volumes (Gaps 1866)
Secretary of State.
6. Letters to Permanent Under 1869-1910 G 3 -
Secretary of State for India. 919 4 Volumes ((r;rl:j igg;_?;og
7. Governor General’s Despat-  1877-1 5 3 -
ches to Secretary of State. 77-1935 2 Volumes (Gaps 1588-1909)
8. Secret Despatches to Secre- 1874~ o
tary of State, 7477 1 Bundie
9. Despatches 1o Secretary, In- 835-
dia House, ’ 1935°54 3 Volumes
RAILWAYS
1. Public Works Department 1860-18 tumes 3
Despatches or letters to Secre.- 9 .I4 Volumes <(Ja§) i Iiég ’)6 6,68,
tary of State. 7L and 87).
2. Public Works Department 1860- ’ .
Despatches to  and from 74 21 Volumes ((’gg s 12861_)65 ’
Secretary of State. » 72-73).
3. Leters &om Secretary of State 1861-1914 21 Volumes {Gaps 1870, 72-
78, 1881, 85-86
4. Letters to Home Governwent 1861-65 3 Volumes and 1905-06).
. Despatches and Letters from 60-0G s
5 Home Government. 1860-06 2 Volumes (Gaps 1861-65)
6. (Public Works Department 1860- ,
Bombay) Railway Letters 07X 10 volumes
to and from Secretary of
State.
. Statement showing Receipts 1928-
7 and Disbursements of  the 192840 11 Volumes (Gaps 1932-34)
Secretary of  State in
Council. (Railway Ac-
counts in England).
8. (Railways) Madras Letters 1861~
from Home Government. 70 (G:f;é ég?é;? 4
(Railways) Madras Letters to 1860-71
Secretary of State,

N-c_);rE.—Upto 7th February

newly created Public Wor'ks De
Railway Branch of the Public Wo_rk

In September 1908, Railway Board
and named Railwav Department.

1855 all record: er
in the Public Branch of the late Home S pert

s Department wag abolished and the Raj}

Department From th:
. at da; \'7
partment took over th, qate onwards  the

(Gaps 1860-70)

aining 1o Railways are available
e Railways till 1905, when the

ment of Commerce and Industry.
ndent of Commerce and Industre

Sl
No.

7.

10.

II.

12.

13.

14.

1s.

16.

I7.
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Name of series Years

Bulk Remarks

MILITARY DEPARTMENT

- 800-59 119 Volumes
al  Letters from Court I ‘
Eggeggcretary of State. and 15 bundles
General Letters to  Court 1800-59 82 Volumes
and Secretary of State.
Draft of General Letters 1818-39 97 Volumes
to Court and Secretary of
State. “ N o
8-59 13 Volumes aps 1847
from Court and 183
leeet(ffgtsal'y of State. and 4 bundles
Letters to Court and Secre- 1838-59 Zoaﬁgl?rgﬁi e
tary of State. .
Letters from Secretary, India 1848-61 1 Bundle (Gapsslg 45-545 56,
House, to Secretary, Govern- 59-60).
ment of India.
Letters to Secretary, India, 1857-58 I Volume
House. - o N
. 824-26 1 Volume 1e arine
Letters from Secretary Marine 1824 B g Marine
Board. Botzd s created
lasted up to
1843).
(a) Military Department (Bengal>.
Marine Letters to  Bengal, 1846-59 1 Bundle
Bombay and Fort. St. George.
Marine Letters from Secretary 1860-67 1 Bundle
of State. .
Marine Letters to  Secretary 1859-67 1 Bundle
of State.
Marine Letters to Under 1859-gfS 1 Bundle
Secretary of State. and 64
-1854 87 Volu
Letters from Court to Bengal  1807-1854 7ang Eesbun_
dles
Marine Letters from Court 1850 1 Volume
to Bengal. -
(b) Military Department (Bombay).
Letters from Bombay to 1800-94 291 Volumes
Europe
800-95 307 Volumes
Letters from Court I
S&ngggetary of State. and 26 bundles
Bombay Financial Despat- 1870-88 6 Volumes

ches from Secretary of
State.



sL. I
No. Name of series
—_—————e

18. Bombay Marine D
es
from Secretary of Stapét.Chcs

19. Bombay Marine D ‘
espatches
to  Secretary of Statg. tehes

Years Bulk ] Remarks

1861-65 2 Volumes

1860-96 19 Volumes

(©) Military Departmeny (Madras)

20. Letters from Fort
to Court and
of State,

St. George
Secretary

21. Letters from Court and Scc-

retery of Stat
- George, ¢to Fort S,

22. Madras Financi
cial Des:
from Secretary of Sta}g':tches

23. Madras Marine
Despa
from Secretary of St)zftemhcs

24. Madras Marine Despatches
to  Secretary of State

1300-94 124 Volumes

1800-92 72 Volumes
and 42 bundles

1870~88 5 Volumes
1861-67 1 Volume

1861-79 7 Volumes

FINANCE

1. General Letters from Court
and  Sccretary of State.

2. General Loatr
. Strers to Cou
Secretary of State. reand

3. Despatches from .
State (Finance). Seerctary  of

4. Despatches  fro
1941 9
of State (Accoums)Secrmary

S. Despatches from

of State (Public). Secretary
6. Despatches from

of State (Rcvenue)-secretary
7. Despatches fro

of State (Fur?é)- Seeretary
8 Despatches from Secretary

of Stat i
xS :s )e' to Madras (Financia]

9. Despatches from §
. . oecret
of State (Staristics :ﬁ
Commerce).
10. Despatches from Secre

Judicial)

of State to India (Finangg

1812-1926 113 Volumes (Gaps 1825)

1309-
809-1932 210 Volumes (Gaps 1827-29;,

1918-28)

1858-1928 16 bundies  (Gaps 1881-1917)..

1918-28 4 bundles
1879-1920 10 Volumes

and 2 bundles

1883-1921 13 Volumes
and 1 bundle

1879-1914 2 Volumes

1879-99 1 Volume
1883-89 2 Volumes

1886-1907 2 Volumes

SL
No. Name of series

o

I2.

13.

14.

N

1s.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Despatches from  Secretary
of State (Financial)

Despatches from  Secretary
of State (Financial Polt-

tical)

Despatches * fiom  Secretary
of State (Railway  Fi-
nancial).

Despatches from  Secretary
of State (Military)

(a-) Separate Revenue

Letters from Court

Letters to Court

133

Years Bulk Remarks

1879-1914 4 Volumes

1889-1917 2 Volumes

1879-1914 6 Volumes (Gaps 1881, 85-

86, 88, 1905-06)

1881-1914 I Volume (Gaps 1882,84-
87,1904-12)

1800-57 18 Volumesand (G
1 bundle 0 (Gaps 1839-42)

1800-57 32 Volumes

Bengal Financial Records

General Letters from Cdurt
to Bengal (Financial)

General Letters to  Court
from Bengal (Financial)

1834-54 16 Volumes

1835-54 I4 Volumes

Bambay Financial Records

Letters to Court and Secre-

tary of State (Financial).

‘Le:ters from Court and Sec-
retary of State (Financial).

1819-98 11 Volumes (Gaps 1857-78)

1835-98 13 Volumes (Gaps  1856-78)

Madras Financial Records

Letters to Court from Mad-
ras-

1822-57 6 Volumes®

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT

Letters from Court and Sec-
retary of State.

Letters to Court and Sect®
tary of State.

Draft letters to  Secret om-
mittee. .

Letters to Secretary, India
House.

Original Letters from Secret
Committee.

1800-1901 26 Volumes G
and 23 bundles ( xggé, 1811815.;)3'

800-99 131 volumes and (G
51 bundles 1(2:33 2158?289’.)‘

1806-20 6 Volumes (Gaps 1809-19)
1844-59 1 Volume

1841-43 1 bundle
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Name of series

[ R ——

(Ootacamund)  Lo:tters  to
Court.

7. Copies of Governor General‘s

letters to Secret Commiittee
of the Court (for Ootacamund)

(b) Political

8. Letters from Court of Directors

and Secretary of State.

Political Lotters and Despa-
tches to Court and Secretary
of State.

Governor General’s Political
Despatches to Court and Scc-
retary of State.

Letters to Court and  Secre-
tary of State,

Letters  to Court (QOo:aca-
mund)

Bombay Government ~ Das-
patches.

(¢) Foreign

L.atters from Court

Letters ta Court
(d) Secret and Separate

Letters to Secret Committee

(Ootamund)  Prezidency
Letters to the Szcret
Commiitee,

Years Bulk

Remarks

1334-55 2 Volumes

31 March 1 bundle
to 8 August

1855

1800-89 96 Volumes
and 13 bundles

1%00-74 207 Volumes

and 55 bundles

1810-59 3 bundles

1800-59 24 bundles

14 April 4 Volumes
1834-

8 October

1835

1860-80 34 Volumes

1800-27 3 Volumes
1800-25 ‘11 Volumes

25-29 1 Volume
October,
1810

1834-38 1 Volume

(Gaps 1838-54)

(Gaps 1801-03,

10-11, 13-23,

30-32, 34 and
36)

(Gaps 1806)

(Gaps 1811-37,
40-41, 43’
45-46, 53-57).

(Gaps 1300-04)

(Gaps 1800-07,
12, 14, 20-23
26)

(Gaps 1804,15).

APPENDIX—1
LIST OF EXHIBITS
NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA

A. DOCUMENTS OF GENERAL INTEREST

rangzeb relating to the appointment of

Zror Au
1. Farman of Emperor Nasirabad Fort in place of Nasiruddin

Saijfullah as Commandant of

Khan. _Dated 11 Muharram 31 Julus~-October 1690.

5 from Tipu Sultan saying that he has deputed
ernor General in order to negotiate a treaty of
dia Company. Bears seal and signature of Tipu

2. Letter in Persia
his vakils to the Gov
peace with the East In
Sultan.

—Foreign, P 12 Fe ‘

3. Letter in Persian from Daulat Rao Smdh\.e‘\ to Sir John Shore,

. General, informing him that Rao Baji Rao, the elder son
Governor teh Rao’ has been installed as the Peswa in succession to
Ilﬁ ?ﬁ(g)h;;lﬁ who is dead. Bears seal of Daulat Rao Sindhia.
a

—Foreign, Persian, Original Receipt 9 September 1796, No. 328.

4. Holograph letter dated 2 September 1{323. from James Silk
“Bucl;ingham to John Bowring soliciting S\‘Abscrlpm.on for the freedom
of oress movement in India. Also enclosing a printed memo by the
autrl)xor (not available elsewhere) describing in detail his . Indian

art played by him for the liberty of press.

—Acquired from Mr. Edward Hall, England, No. 20.

5. Holograph letter dated 18 November 1824 from Raja Rammohun
‘Roy-regarding unitarian community’s activities in Calcutta.
—Acquired from Mr. Edward Hall, England, No. 19

6. Holograph minute of Lord William Bentinck, Governor General
on the constitution and improvement of the ‘Indian army.
—Foreign, ‘Political, Ooty, 24 October 1834, No. 1

7. Copy of a petition presented to Lord William Bentinck, Governor
General, on 6 February 1835 by a group of prominent British anc
Indian citizens of Calcutta including William Adam, Dwarakanatt
Tagore, Rashik Lal Mullick,‘ E. M. Gordor.x, Rossomoy Dutt, L. L
Clarke, C. Hogg, T. H. Burkin Young, David Hare, T E. M. Turtor
Young and J. Sutherland praying for the repeal of Sir John Adam"

Press Regulations.

ersian, Original Receipt 12 February 1792, No. 114,

career and the p

—Home (Public), 6 February 1835. No. 3¢
135
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8. Minutes of Messrs W. H. Macnaghten, H. Shakespear and I.
Prin.sep Members of the General Committee of Public Instruction on
the pro;notion of education, European literature and g
the Indians.

—Home (Public), 22 April 1835, Nos. 10, 104, & 11.

9. Autograph Communication dated 15 Jum? 118
Governor General-in-Council to T. B. Macaulay infor
they have appointed him an additional Member and
the Indian Law Commission.

35 from the
ming bim that
he President of

—Home, Judicial (Civil), 15 June, A, 1835, No. 3.
10. “Qasida” in praise of Lord Hardinge,

Governor General,
composed by Mirza Ghalib, the poet.

—Foreign, Persian, Original Receipt 1838, No. 268.

11. Treaty with Denmark transferring Danish S
the Continent of India, dated 22 February 1{%45_
cover with a silver seal of Ch.rlstlan VII'I, K{ng Of_DEHmark)_ By
the terms of this treaty the Danish possessions in India, the town ang
district of Tranquebar on the Coromandel Coast, the town of Seram-
pore in Bengal and a piece of ground at Balasore wer
the East India Company.

ettlements on

—Treaty No. 139 (a).
12. Minute of Lord Dalhousie, Governor General,

dated 1 April
1850 on the promotion of female education in Indig. ;

—Home (Public), 11 April 1850, ‘A’, No. 14

13. Holograph minute of Lord Dalhousie, Governor
6 Jux:xe 1853 on the practicability of Preparing post
India.

General, dateq’
age stamps in.

—Home (Public), 1 July 1853, ‘A’) No. 3.

ry Hawvelock to-
Ng his victory
elief of Lucknow.
—Acquired from Mr. Edward Hail, England, No, 38

14. Holograph letter (undated) from General Hep
J Coivin Lt. Governor, N. W. Provinces, announcj
o;rer Nan; Sahib and his future plans towards the

dated 12 October 1867 fro_m. Raja J

15('1 I;ittgicretary, British Indian Association, to th

Bahz} :vt, of India, Home Deptt. regard%ng more ext

th::nt o t.he vernacular languages of India as the me
m

tion.

ykishen Dass.
e Secretary to.
ensive employ-
dium of instrue-

—Home, Education, ‘A’, December 1867, Nos, 12—14.

cience among

(In a red velvet

e transferred to.
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ig in the World:
the highest peak in '
£ Mount Evel“e:;i, account of how' the hexght of the
ersnpu’ced by the Survey of India Depart-

. Naming o nt I
'llgle letter displayed glzo
peak (Peak No. XV) was

7 . 184).
ment. —Survey of India Records. Vol. No. 665 (p )

ndi fr in Singh

i in Hindi from Nain Singh,

, : ers.—The Diary in ) tains  an

17. Nain ilng]:}rlldi(:lp eXPIOYer of the. l'gtg :eg\‘;ll;;};hcigﬁgf(]une,

the celebrate f his explorations in Tibet (I e o

i nt o i a detailed descrip

interesting accou in Singh has given . him and

1866). 1In his Dlarzul;:s of the various places ‘c]jlsv;eaitik?;s prevail-

latitudes anc} 1Orz:il:ounts of the social custlczimz arcx)f ?nterestl R

also interesting % ly in Lhasa. It would be ol n. his cor-

ing there, 'Partlci‘arR}(’)yal Geographical Society O‘f tﬁ;’:‘i? any single
that in view }?f é;graphv of Asia was as great as

ibution to the o

::;lan's in the 19th centuil}" Vol. No. 2A, No. 433, 1867, (pp. 2 and 3).

y of India, VO 8 2% H7 redrich Max

—SurveJI tter dated 4 January, 18821 fromabF(;luetdl;i;ce i

18. Holo'grapil. te to Dr. Reinhold Rost enqm;mlﬁahabharata.
Muller, Orients 1i:’;~atapakandlra’s Ramayana an No. 45
ing numbers of Acquired from Mr. Edward Hall, England, No. 48.
—Acquir

N 24 TDecember, 1903, (from

.. ‘I’ letter dated - o

19. Sarojin’ é;ldtl; SEdrre;und Gosse, sending some poems compos
- an

Hyderabad-Decc

ed by her. —Acquired by the N AL

i Gokhale dated 18 Februa}"Yv
m Gopal Ifslift}:s: Deptt. forwarding his resolution
ryi rﬁzitarv education. It will be recallc}elthhiz;t
€ : i hic . K.
ion of free education was one of the gbjec(';s WOL o
the introduction de his life mission and tbat all his endeav
Gokhalg had m% y through official inertia and red tape. _—
to nothing chiefly —Legislative B. April. 1910, Nos. 215-—18.
- the inhabitants of Assam
: June, 1911, from the 1g
91, Memorial dat:ftilt?on of Bengal. It bears signatures °f"°ef§§3;
and Bengal ;n thheB ghar'v’ Ghosh. Taraknath Palit, Surendrc Nat
ities like Ras : .
?;;glgiie; Ramananca Chatterjee leht'C). 1611, December, No. 12. Part B,
| —Home (Detht), 191, (pp. 12 and 13),
: the Royal Society and
. ujan (Fellow of ) _ &
-22. Srinivasa Rér;?:ge], Cambridge), the great Mathematlc‘lanf,'
fellow to Trinity 1912), to the Madras Port Trust for the post o
applies (9 Febglga;y}n Ra;nan‘ljan died in April, 1920, at the age of
a clerk at Rs. - m.

3% only.

20. Letter f.ro
1910 to the Sécreta
on compulsory free e

—Acquired by the N.ALL
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23. Lala Lajpat Rai’s Diary.—The manuscript
account in Lala Lajpat Rai’s hand-writing of hig
States of America and Japan (1914—
and those of his compatriots who
the States.

is a condensed

visit to Unitad
17); and a record of his doings
were preaching India’s cause in

—Acquired by the N.AL

24. Mahatma Gandhi’s letter dated 1§ April, 1917, to the District
Magistrate of Motihari, refusing to obey the order under Section

144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, adds that he would suffer
the penalty of disobedience. ,

—Acquired by the NAL
B. DocuMEeNTS on DEeLux

25. Proclamation of Delhi soldiers duri
announcing that they have annihilateq the
the Imperial regime and asking all to jo
distribute copies of the proclamation all over India, (Urdy proclama-
tion which appears to have been issued immediately after the out-

break in Delhi. The present copy is the one which was intercepted
by the British in Bhopal in August 1857).

ng the Rebellion of 1857,
British ang have restored

Secret, 27 November, 1857, No. 296 (p. D).

26. Proclamation issued by the Hindy
in Delhi asking the entire population of
alien Government. The proclamation stresses that the aliens “havye
ruined Hindustan by heavy assessments anc. improper cesses™ have
robbed the learned and the respectable of theiyp Occupation angd have
rendered m’llions “destitute of the necessaries of life” that the army
is “disaffected from Ca’cutta to Peshawar” and the time hag avisen
for turning the tyrants to account, (English translation. Lord Can-

the circulation of thig
appeal).

s and Muslimg assemblegd
India to rige against the

Secret, 30 April 1858, No. 14 (p. 17.
27. Delhi soldiers’ appeal to the Sepo

¥s stationed in Lahore: “You
who are ... our brothers in arms are sitting idly there. Sych conduyct
is unbecoming. In whatever way you can, destory the ¢

4 ) nemy of youp
religion and come to Delhi (English translation).”

Secret, 30 April 1858, No. 14

28. The famous Mathematician Ramchandr
December, 1857. to the Military Governor of

(p. 13).

a’s letter dated 6th
Delhj deserij

A o ! bing the
atrocities committed by the British soldiers in Delhj.

Secret. 99 January, 1858, No. 524 (p. 1.

in the movement and to .,
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di ted 1 January,
; i f the Government of India da . .
2. Nonﬁcatci;):ioz of the Imperial Assemblage at pelhl proclal‘m-
1877 Ont}:hecolfiefs and people of India the assumption of the title
i e . .
.l%gm;iess of India” by Queen Victoria, .

i Political), Deposit, A, December 1877,
Foreign ( Nos. 286—496 (p. 86).

' is of Crewe,
1 November, 1911, from Marquis o
 30. Despaftcgtaczstiir India to Lord Hardinge, Governor General
Secriﬁ?ry 0(;, of India on the transfer of capital from Calcutta to
and Vicer
Delf Home (Delhi), A, December, 1911, Nos. 8—11 (pp. 12-13).

i ification No. 911
India (Home Department) Noti '

s Govemtr:rilrll;e:f 1912, announcing the formatior.) Qf the Chief

dated .17. Sep hi of’ Delhi and the appointment of Wllham Malcolm _

Commlssg; %rs IpCS as the Chief Commissioner with effect from
Hailey, C.LE.. 1L.C.o.

: 12.
It October, 19 Home (Delhi), A, October, 1912, Nos. 3—12 (p. 170).

32. Original agreement dated 11 November. 1913 between the

S i Baker (South Africa) and
for India and Herbert
Secretary of State

dwin Landseer Lutyens (England), the Architects in connection
Edwin ) ital at Delhi..

. ruction of new capita
with the construc Public Works Department Papers; 1913 (p. 1).

Maps AND PrLaNs oN DrevLHT

33. Sketch of the environs of Delhi in 1807. Surveygd by Lieut.

. Ske ‘ |

F. S. White. Scale 1”7=1} miles. . | )
. S. Survey of India, Folio No. 183, Sheet No. 24.

servatory. The Jantar Mantar was
34. Plan ;f Ja.zt?ay gflnt;; ?IbOf Jaipliyr at Delhi about the. year
built by Ma ‘;ra] similar observatories were also built by him at
1724, The '{')t‘: I'Jaipur and Mathura. The survey of the observa-
Banarisbgﬂfkgs carried out by W. E. Chick in September. 1822,
tory a

Survey of India, Folio No. 183, Sheet No. 31.

. ; i tion of its environs
he city of Delhi showm.g 3 portic
35. Plan "(c)' forit oef thg British force during the seige and capture of
and t}ée }.32511;57. Sur\}eyed by Maj. General A. Wilson and Lt. Col.
the city 1 3 "
R. B. Smith. Sca Survey of India. Folio No. 183, Sheet No. 25.

lan of seafing arrangements at the Coronation Durbar
A ?};iglzatre at Delhi in 1911. Scale 17=200 ft.
m

Foreign (Political), Internal, 4, July, 1912, Nos. 38—99.
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37. Map of the layout of avenues and roads ete., of the new

Imperial Capital of Delhi. Surveyed in 1870-71 and revised in 1912.
Scale 4”"=1 mile.

- Public Works Department Civil Works (Buildings), A
June, 1913, Nos. 31—34.

38. Map showing the areas belonging to United Province on the -

.eastern bank of Jamuna which were included

! in Delhi after its
formation as a separate province in 1912. Secale

2" =1 mile,
Home (Delhi), A, March, 1913, Nos. 1-—5,

OR1Ssa STAFF ARCHIVES, BHUBANESWAR

Persian
39. Muhammad Shah Ghazi- (1719-48),
Muhammad Shah Ghazi to Sheikh Hidaya
‘mans of land.

Sanad granted by H. M.
tullah for 8 batis and 14

Oriya.

40. Proceeding of collector dated 31st July, 1846, on the applica-
tion of Raja Mardaraj Janardan Sendha of Kujanga for attacking
the Killah for clearance of debts made by the Raja.

41. A palm leaf sanad granted by Narayan Deo of Gangpur
Estate.

Bengali

42. Representation of Sri Dayanidhi Mangraj Chaudhu

. ry to Lord
Minto about fixation of the Sadr Jama of his Zamindari

43. Samples of papers containing
-expenses of the temple of Jagannath,
A D

the detailed accounts of the
Puri for the years 1801-—06,

English

44 A letter from the Chief Secretary to the Government to the
‘Commissioner. Cuttack dated the 11th February, 1814, explaining
the Government policy towards the management of the Jagannath
temple.

STATE CENTRAL RECORDS OFFICE, BIHAR
Persian
45. “Badshah” letters dated the 10th Shawal—5th year
reign of Ahmad Shah Badshah (10 August, 1753 A.D) [with

Nawab Ali Vardi Khan Bahadur] addressed to Raja Ram
{Governor of Bihar) to the effect that one Syed Sirajuddin

of the
seal of
Narayan
Khadim
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of Shah Rushtum Ali, deposed that the fixed Jumma of the village
Shambhupur Baijnath in Pargana Bisara which was settled previous-
ly, was enhanced by the Amils of the Pargana in spite of the exemp-
tion orders from the deceased Nawab. As it was the case of the

: ‘Sadaat the Amil of the Pargana should be warned against. undue

interference and should comply with the orders enunciated in the

previgus.Sanads.

46. Farman dated the 24th Mehr Elahi—9th year of the reign of
Shah Jahan Badshah (with royal seal and Tughre and seal of Afzal
Khan, Mooswee Khan and Bunde Das etc.) granting exemption from
payment of rent and all demands pertaining to 220 bighas of land
in the Parganas in sarkar Bihar and sarkar Hajipur, which were
settled pfeviously in the name of Shaikh Habib etc., as madad mash.
The grantee having been given audience before the Erpperor,
brought to his notice, his rights of previous settlement made in 1033
Hijri (1623-24¢ A. D.) and the Farman issued accordingly.

47. Farman dated the 26th Noor Mah Elahi—22nd year of the
reign of Shah Jahangir Badshah {1036 Hijri (1626-27. A. D.) with
royal seal and Tughra and their illegible seals] for the grant of 275
bighas of land in the village Koela Mahan, in Pargana Besara, Suba
Bihar, in the name of Shababuddin, son of Syed Jelal, deceased, as
madad mash. The State of affairs with the grantee was brought to
the notice of the Emperor by Khawas Khan and the Farman issued
accordingly.
. English

48. Death Warrants of Waris Ali, Peer Ali Khan, Ghuseceta,
Narayan Singh, Fukee1, etc., charged with rebellion against East
India Company’s Government during 1857 Movement.

49. Proceedings (Judicial A No. 74/77 dated the 12th January,
1860) in the trial of Hurkissan Singh, General of Babu Kuer Singh, .
by R. J. Richardson, Judge of Shahabad, dated 29th and 30th Novem-
ber and 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 16th December, 1859, (both original as
well as in print). This document gives an idea of the Revolutionary
Government at Shahabad as well as other details regarding Kuer
Singh’s stormy career.

v , ALIENATION OFFICE, POONA
. ' Persian ‘

50. Farman dated 3rd May, 1698 in Persian seript issued by
Aurangzeb continuing the Zamindari of Islamtek in the name of
Balbhadra Singh who helped the Mughal army. (It bears seal in
Persian script of Aurangzeb at the top of the writing and also a

design called “Tughra” and at the back side it contains five Persian
seals.)



Y
Modi

51. Letter of Bajirao I, the Prime Minister of the Maratha King-
dom (dated 9 December, 1728) addressed to Chimnaji his younger
brother, describing some facts of the battle with Girdhar Baha dur,
the Subedar of Malwa. (The last four lines have been written by
Bajirao in his own handwriting.)

52.. A letter from Sakharam Bapu, a Maratha statesman, stating
that he is not keeping good health. (The entire letter is written by
Sakharam Bapu in his own handwriting.)

53. A letter from Mahadaji Sindhia to Raghoba (dated 17th
September, 1763), stating about the meeting of Guiraj and Nandram
with him. (The last twn lines are written by Sindhia himself.)

CENTRAL RECORD OFFICE, HYDERARAD
Persian

54. Farman bearing the royal seal and tughra. Royal orders to
grant Faujdari of Barodra (Baroda) Sarkar, in the Gujrat Suba, to
Jan Beg who was directed to take over charge of the said territory
and administer the country well and root out disagreeable ang
seditious elements and try his best in encouraging and promoting
cultivation and inhabitation ete.

Maghribi Jahangir
Collection 25th Muharram»
1016 (22 May 1607).

55. Nishan bearing the seals of prince Aurangzeb and tughra for
granting 25 Bighas of land and one Bahloli to Shaikh Muhammed
Momin, the Muazzin for the maintenance of the mosque, in the
Daulatabad fort.

Maghribi Shah Jaban
Collection 28th Rabi II.

56. An endorsed draft petition submitted by Nizam Ali Khan to
Shah Alam II written in rhetorical la'nguage, congra.tulating him on
the happy occasion of Ramzan Festival and offering pearl beads
covered in gold casket and two ashrafis as nazr.

Darul-Insha Shah Alam 11
‘ 19th Shavval 1193
(18 Oct. 1779 A. D).

Baji Rao IT had gone to Suvarndrug and would go thence to Bo
to seek the help of the English. J

the Nizam should ask the English not fo help Baji Rao 1T against
Holkar,
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57. Royal orcers to grant mourning dress to the soun of Zauq,
the poet-Laureate, populavising Hindi, Persian and Bengali in Russia.

364 Bahadur Shah 11

———

4 20th Safar.

58. Farman bearing royal seal and that of the P'thugueSe 'Cov-
ernment regarding the grant of mansab and the nost of Qazi to
Zainul-Abidin Muhammad.,

15 Ali Adil Shah 1T
Maghribi 19th Jamma T
Collection 1070

(1st Feb. 1660 A. D.).

59. A photographic copy of a coloured pictorial roll of the Karnal

—Delhi canal. Probably drawn during the reign of Shah Jahan
(1627--1658),

MaraTHI

60. An Akhbar (Newsletter) from Poona which reports that the
boys who were to be examined by Nana Phadnavis with a view to
the adoption of an heir to the Peshawa’s Gadi were allowed ingrecs
into Nena’s palace by the backdoor of the female apartments and the
examination went on till a late hour in the night in a secret session.

A 605 December 22, 1795.

61. An Akhbar {newsletter) from Poona which reports that ‘Bayi
Rao II intended to celebrate the death anniversary of his mother
Anandi Bai on the banks of the Krishna.

A 530 Received on
April 1, 1796.

62. An Akhbar (newsletter) from Poona rélating {o the ‘feeding

of five lakhs of Brahwmins by Jasvant Rao Holkar saon after he had
plundered Poona.

. B 53 About 1802
63. An Akhbar (newsletter) from Poona which reports that

» mbay
asvant Rao Holkar desired that

B 54 Ahont 1802
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64. An anecdote from the Gangakhed collection illustrating the
sagacity of Nana Phadnavis. Once a learned visitor, who was well-
versed in many languages, challenged Nana Phadnavis to discover
his (the visitor’s) mother tongue. Nana ordered several pandits who
knew different languages to converse with him but this plan proved
ineffective as the visitor could converse freely in any language.
Nana asked for a day’s time to give his reply and dismissed the
visitor. At night, as the visitor slept, one of Nana’s agents splash-
ed cold water on his face. The visitor, rudely startled from sleep,
began cursing in the Kannada language. Thus his mother-tongue
was discovered.

A 961 Early 19th
Century
GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
65. A story is told to show as to what happens to one in his
rebirth as a result of charity. The pictures show that one became
rich by giving a bundle of fuel as charity, and the other becoming
King Sarva Bhauma by offering a cow. )
Folio:
149 (B)
Contents,
PANJAB RECORD OFFICE, PATIALA

66. Gulab Nama by Dewan Kirpa Ram (Manuscript).

A contemporary narration of the remarkable career and
achievements of Maharaja Gulab Singh.

67. Tarikh-i-Sikhan—Vols. T & II.

History of the Panjab from the rise of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
to the annexation of the Panjab 1849 A D. and the post-
Ranjit Singh period 1839-1849 A D.

68. Igbal Nama-i-Jahangiri (Manuscript) by Mautmid Khan,
69. Tawarikh-i-Kashmir—(Manuscript) by Col.- Mahan Singh.
A unique History of Kashmir.

70. Zafar Nama (THustrated) by Guru Gobind Singh—seribe-
Pt. Raja Ram Tota, dated 1928 Bk. 1872 A. D,

A letter to Aufangzeb by the 10th Guru of the Sikhs to alert
him against his atrocities towards the people of India

71. Ashawmedha (Mahabhafat) by Kavi Takhan Chépra-Khatri
son of Rangal Das of Jalalpur, believed to be one of the 52
poets and writers of the 10th Sikh Guru. Dated 1726 Bk.
(1669 A. D.).
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72. Upanishads (Kitab-i-Upnishad).
Translation—Muhammad Dara Shikoh.

C. SPECIMENS OF REPAIR & PRESERVATION WORK DONE
IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA '

Brittle documents : Improper storage. :

Physical condition of old documents does not merely depend on
their age. It also depends on the way they are kept. Keeping
documents folded in bundles tied between two wooden boards was
one of the methods of preserving. This method is highly unsuitable
from the point of view of preservation as paper kept folded becomes
weak along with the folds, and is thus damaged.

73. Specimen (a) Photograph of folded bundles. -
74. Specimen (b) some folded, brittle documents.
Upkeep of records: Dusting.

Accumulation of dust among records is unhygienic for persons
working in the record room. It also damages paper and other record
materials, and accelerates the growth of fungus. Regular cleaning
of records with electric vacuum cleaners in the muniment rooms, and
periodical cleaning on a special dusting table by blowing air through
nozzles under high-pressure keeps them free from dust, and preserve
the records well. ' :

75. Specimen (a) Photograph of a section of stack area being
cleaned with vacuum cleaner (National Archives of India).

76. Specimen (b) Photograph illustrating dusting of records on
an Air-cleaning Unit (National Archives of India).

Upkeep of records: Insect Control by Vacuum-fumigation.

Mechanised fumigation of records in vacuum with carboxide mix-
ture (Ethylene oxide: carbon dioxide:: 1:9 by weight) is quicker
than the other fumigation processes followed so far by the archival
institutions (i.e.. Thymol and paradichlorobenzene fumigation in air-
tight vaults). The process is very effective since tiny eggs of insects
which are unaffected in the other processes, burst open in vacuum
and the lives inside the eggs are killed.

77. Photograph of vacuum fumigation plant (National Archives
if India). '

Rehabilitation of brittle documents: Flattening of folded sheets in
“Rotary Ironer”. -

For rehabilitation of old folded documents it is necessary ‘that
these documents are properly humidified before they are flattened .

to remove the creases. A ‘Rotary Ironer’ does the job quickly and
efficiently. ’
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78. Specimen (a) Photograph of ‘Rotary Ironer (National
Archives of India).

79. Specimen (b) A flattened document,

‘Rehabilitation of documents: Reinforcement

by Lamination
(Mechanised Process).

Lamination comprises of sandwiching the brittle documents
between two pieces of _cellulose acetate foil by the application of
heat and pressure. Not only does this method imparts strength to
the document, but it also protects the document from damage by
moisture, acidic gases, atmospheric impurities, and insects, Deacidi-
fication of documents with calcium hydroxide ang calcium bicar-
bonate (Barrow’s method) prior to lamination, and incorporation of
tissue paper with cellulose acetate foil during lamination results. in
better reinforcement and ‘performance.

80. Specimen (a) A laminated document (without ‘tissue).

81. Specimen (b) A laminated document (with tissue),

82. Specimen (c) A map repaired by lamination.

83. Specimen (d) A painting repaired by lamination.

-84, Specimen (e) An illuminated document repaireq by ldmination,
85. Specimen (f) Lamination bound volume, -

Rehabilitation of documents: Guarding and docketing of laminated
sheets.

A margin of tissue paper and cellulose acetate foj] on the léft
hand side of the document provides sufficient flexibility to act as
guard and can withstand the stitches during docketing. Alternative-
ly the sheets can be easily guarded with hand-made
acetone and Cellulose acetate foil as an adhesive.

86. Specimen (a) Laminated sheet guarded with hand-made paper
and docketed.

87. Specimen (b) Laminated sheet with tissue paper, guarded and
“docketed.

Rehabilitation of documents: Process and materials
88. Specimen (a) Lamination Press (National Archives of Tndta),
89. Specimen (b) Chiffon, tissue paper, hand-made paper, muslin
and cellulose acetate foil. -
90. Specimen (c) Calcium hydroxide and calcium bicarbonate
solutions.

Paper using

Upkeep of records: Storage of Laminatéd sheets in Carton boxes,

Keeping docketed laminated sheets in carton hoxkes is the 1déal
form of storage. The carton boxes containing laminateq

. GMGIPND—L—19 Dit, of Arch, {:C. 943)~3 9 60~
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sheets are kept in air-conditioned stack room. Air-condi-
tioned atmosphere ensures maximum longevity and pre-
serve the laminated records well for posterity.

- 91. Specimen (a) Photograph of a carton box containing laminat-
ed sheets.

92. Specimen (b) Section of the air-conditioned muniment room
(Naticnal Archives of India).

_ADVANCEMENT IN PHOTODUPLICATION OF RECORDS:

! Portable microfilm unit in the National Archives of India.

Portable microfilm camera.

Microfilming is an accepfed technique of preservation and re-
production. Since transit of rare manuscripts is not safe, they can
be microfilmed with Portable Microfilm Camera at site.

93. Specimen (a) Photograph of Portable Microfilm camera Model
E (National Archives of India).

94. Specimen (b) Strip of Microfilm negative.
Portable Microfilm Enlarger.

Prints of readable size can be easily obtained by the portable
microfilm enlarger.

95. Portable Microfilm Enlarger.
96. Specimen of a Photographic print,
Portable Microfilm Reader.

Unlike other microfilm readers, a portable microfilm reader is

easy to carry while it makes the reading of microfilms as conveni-
ent as the bigger models,

¢ - 3 ' ~ i l'; W3
97. Portable Microfilm Reader. Voot ge b
Portable Microfilm Printer, pigut

Positive microfilm copies can be made out fr
‘the Portable Microfilm Printer.

98. Portable Microfilm Printer.
99. Specimen of Positive microfilm copy.

om the negative by
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