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THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

Volume X January—December 1956 Numbers 1-2

A LETTER FROM JOHN STEWART, SECRETARY AND JUDGE
ADVOCATE OF BENGAL, 1773

MONG the papers of the second Marquess of Rockingham,

statesman and patron of Edmund Burke, which have been
deposited by Lord FitzWilliam in the Sheffield Public Library', there is
a lively account of his impressions of Bengal written by one Johr
Stewart, dated 7 March 1773. The account gives evidence of an alert anc
somewhat journalistic inteliigence rather than of any depth of insight
or knowledge, but it is a good illustration of the impact of the country
f)n an educated Briton of his day, and contains two features of special
interest—its writer was closely associated with Warren Hastings in his
first years as Governor of Bengal; and, since Stewart was intimate with
Edmund Burke'. the latter is likely to have read this letter at a time
when his contacts with and interest in Bengal were stiil very limited.

John Stewart was a Scottish adventurer. a relative it would seem
of Archibald Stewart, wine merchant of York Buildings, Buckingham
Street, the Jacobite Provost of Edinburgh in 1745, and his son another
John Stewart’, who was active in the affairs of the East India Company
in the 1760’s and early 1770’s as the ‘jackal’ of Sir George Colebrooke,
one of the leading figures in the Court of Directors’. In 1771, through
the influence of Colebrooke, Stewart was appointed Judge Advocate of
Bengal with the reversion to the Secretaryship’, and went out with a
personal recommendation to Hastings, whom he accompanied to
Bengal. He owed his appointment to Sir George Colebrooke, and

1. 1 am indebted to the Earl FitzWilliam and the Trustees of the Wentworth-
Woodhouse estate for permission to make use of and print this document.

2. See letters in the FitzWilliam MSS. (Sheffield).

3. The first trace so far found of him is in 1761 when his address was
York Buildings (Royal Society of Arts, Subscription Book). There were at
least four men named John Stewart or Stuart at this time concerned in East
India affairs, and their identification presents considerable difficulty.

'4. See L. S. Sutherland, The East India Company in Eighteenth Century
Politics. Oxford, 1952, passim.

5. East India Company Court Book 79, p. 323
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had been strongly recommended for employment by Lord Rockingham®,
urged on by Edmund Burke. who had known him for some years and
who had a high opinion of him. His reason for seeking employment
in India. was the financial straits to which he had been reduced since
1769 by the collapse of the fortunes of Lauchlin  Macleane (an
adveniurer of much more note who also sought refuge in India’), with
whom he had been intimately associated.

His qualifications to hold offices and to supersede experienced
Company servants’ were not obvious. He had received. as he claimed
‘4 liberal education’, had travelled in America, France and ltaly’, is
believed to have written various pamphlets on East India affairs in
1767". certainly wrote in the newspapers against the Grafton
Admiuistration in 1769, and in 1768 was sent by the Secretary of State
Lord Shelburne on a confidential mission to Corsica, on which he
wrote an interesting report published in Lord FitzMaurice’s Life of
Lord Shelburne. On the other hand his private life was scandalous”,
he had scen the inside of a debtor’s prison*, and he had failed to make
his way in the world. Hastings, however, spoke well of his work”
(though he later stated “I never placed any confidence in John Stewart™)"
and he was personally well-liked. After his early death a friend wrote,
I never think of his wit and sociality without regret”".

6. Rockingham had supported his unsuccessful- application to go out as
Secretary to the Commission of Three Supervisors sent out to India in 1769,
whose ship was lost on the way out (FitzWilliam MSS. (Sheffield) J. Stewart
to E. Burke, 24 September 1769), and also his attempt to be eiected Secretary
of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce
in 1770. (Royal Society of Arts. Loose Archives A6/72)

7. Sutheriand, op. cit.

8. Hastings had protested mildly against this, ¢.g., Letter to L. Sulivan, 10
February 1770. Quoted G. R. Gleig, Memoirs of the Life of the Right
Hon. Warren Hastings, 1841, 1, 187-8.

9. Sce his memorandum to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts,
Manufactures and Commerce.

10. See the volume numbered 189 in the pamphlet collection in the London
Library, St. James’s Square.

1. FitzWilliam MSS. (Sheffield) letter referred to in n. 6 above.

12, 1, 123 seq.

13. See the scurrilous Memoirs of Mrs. Anne Bailey containing a nurrative
of her various adventures n life. Printed for the author, 1771

_ 14. In 1765. Publ. Rec. Off. King's Bench Prisons Commitment Books.
Prisons 4/-0l. 3, p. 434,

15. Letter quoted by Gleig, op. cit., i, 189. “I am much pleased with Mr.
Stuart. He is a sensible man and appears to possess a good temper.”

178216. Ibid, Add. MS. 29129, f. 24, W, Hastings to S. Pechell, 23 February

17. Ibid. Add. MS. 29143, f. 82. J. MacPh i
Febronry 50, ‘ acPherson to W. Hastings, 13
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. His career in India was destined to be a short one. On the
arrival of General Clavering, Colonel Monson and Philip Francis he
féﬂ a victim to their partizan reforming zeal. He was dismissed from
his offices in 1775, and after an unsuccessful attempt to get the Supreme
Court to intervene on his behalf”, he sailed for England, determined to
demand  redress  from the Court of Directors. Arriving there in
Scptet11ber or Qctober 1776, he was in time to play a part in the curious
Incident of the resignation of Warren Hastings offered by Hastings’s
agent Lauchlin Macleane®, and to benefit by the private clauses of the
agreement which accompanied it, to reinstate Hastings’s friends. It
Wwas not, however, till 1777 that he was promised in lieu of his former
positions that of a member of the Bengal Board of Trade. and some
months later that he sailed for India®. Nor did he reach his destination
for he died of tuberculosis in 1778 on the voyage leaving a penniless
nlely—m::lrried wife* and an illegitimate son, who later entered the
Company’s military service. While in England he was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society and published in the Philosophical Transactions of
i777 ‘An account of the Kingdom of Thibet, in a letter from John
Stewart, F.R.S., to Sir John Pringle, Bart. F.R.S.”, incorporating the
treport of his friend George Bogle, whom Warren Hastings had sent
on a mission in the hope of opening up intercourse with that unknown
land”, Stewart’s account made some impression, being translated into
French and Italian.

FitzWilliam MSS. (Sheffield) R77-10-6™.
Calcutta, Bengal.

7th March 1773.
My Lord,
By the opportunity of Captain Hamilton’s return to England

I present my most humble respects to your Lordship from Bengal taking
advantage of permission which your Lordship was pleased to grant
me when 1 had the honour to wait on you to take leave before I came

away,

18. Hastings reported what had happened to Lord North on 20 November
1775 (Brit. Mus. Add. MS. 29127, £. 234).

19. Vansittart MSS., Bisham Abbey. George Vansittarts European Letter
Book iii, 121-4. G. Vansittart to J. Graham, 25 November 1775.

20. Stewart gave verbal testimony in support of Maclean’s assertion that
he was authorised to resign on Hastings’s behalf.

21. Brit. Mus. Add. MS. 29138, ff. 424 seq. J. Stewart to W. Hastings,
23 May 1777.

2. Johanna Maria Murray d. of William Murray of Jamaica. See her
lfettae(;-g to Hastings. Brit. Mus. Add. MS. 29143, f. 303, and Add. MS. 29147,

23. See India Office Library Orme MSS. O.V. 71.4, and Home Miscella-
heous, Vol. 118. .
24, The punctuation and spelling of the original have been preserved, but
Eg;mactions have been expanded and the use of capitals adjusted to maodern
ge.
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I wish I had any thing to communicate worthy your Lordships
notice. Occurrences at present are few, and 1 feel myself from my
situation rather restrained from such speculations and observations on
the state of things here as might be acceptable to your Lordship. 1
may be permitted however to say that 1 have found Bengal on a
near view to be an object even exceeding in importance what 1 had
conceived it to be at a distance. Under whatever name it is held 1
foresee that it may be always made one of the brightest jewells in

the British Crown and I am confident, one of the most easy to be
secured.

It is almost impossible in imagination 1o exceed the real beauty.
fertility, and convenience for trade which this country cxhibits. and
even for the salubrity of its climate; if the last year was a fair specimen
I know none equal to it. By the returns made to me of the burials
in Calcutta of Whites of our Communion including soldiers, sailors,
women and children etc. etc. there were only 170 died, and I am
confident the whole number of that body of people cannot be less than
7 or 8000 in the place, for in the article of women 1 include all the
Mestizes™ etc. that live with the white men, and their children of course
g0 in the list. Of near 230 Company’s civil servants in Bengal only 2
died™.

The heats here begin about the latter end of this month and
continue till June. The mercury in the thermometer rises to a great
height in that time, but the weather much more tolerable than I have
felt it in North America during their summer months. In June last I
had it often at 106 in my tent on a tour up the countrv with the
Governor” and we were all in health and spirits at the time. While (he
rains continue it is pleasant and healthy. In about October and till the
latter end of November when the rains first begin to take off, it is
sickly and disagreeable enough, but in December the north wind from
the high mountains of Napal and Thibet covered with eternal snows.
set in, and make I believe the pleasantest climate in the universe for 3
compleat months. We all get into cloths and shauls and sleep under
2 or 3 blankets. The air is clear and sharp, the sun shining always
out and not one drop of rain. In this time we eat, drink and take
all sorts of exercise as in Europe. Indeed almost all the year round
you have garden stuff of every kind in the greatest abundance. 2 thing

25. Women of mixed race. A term originally used of inhabitants of Goa
born of a Portuguese father and Indian mother.

26. Stewart was unusually lucky in his experience during this year. The
mortality was often considerably higher.

27, Stewart accompanied Warren Hastings in his tour upcoun to
Murtsl?ldabad etc. which began on 3 June and lasted for two pacnd ;ryhalf
maoaths.,
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unknown in the rest of India, and you have beef, mutton, veal as in
London and some excellent fish such as what we call a manga™ fish which
is the most delicious of all fish that swims.

I had imagined the country to be exceeding low from the annual
-overflowing of the lands, but I found it almost every where finely
elevated above the common bed of the waters. Indeed in the summer
when the Ganges comes down it fills it to the top of its banks and
spreads creeks canals and communications every where. The whole
country is then alive and commodities of all sorts are transported IQOO
miles at almost the same expence that it would cost you to brl.ng
them from Dorking to London. [ have calculated that at tbe price
of grain last season in some of the distant provinces a man mlght l_1ve
for 3 rupees per annum, but if you gave him 4 he could live like
a prince”. A rupee is about 2/4 sterling. .

Perhaps your Lordship would not dislike I ShO}lld atterppt givmg
you some notion of this city of Calcutta. You will then imagine a
large river very much resembling the Thames at London, b}lt b.roader
and much more deep and rapid. Along its banl_(S bex-ldmg into a
large arch, the town stretches itself for near 4 English miles and runs
back about one in breadth. The quarter inhabited by the English
is the lowest on the river and is laid off in regular and wi@e streets
with spacious and showy houses, such as in appearance eclipse, (not
to speak of London) almost any thing in Paris or Italy. I say 1n
appearance for they will not bear an examination, they are all of

‘brick plaistered over and whitewashed, but all attempt some order' of
‘architecture and you see nothing but portico’s, columnades, galleries,

etc. etc. some few in good taste, several tolerable, and many more
wretchedly bad. However the approach to the town in front'of the
E-splanade: of the new Fort”, presents you at a distant (sic) .w1th an
appearance more of a city of antient Greece or Asia (according to my
notions) than any thing I ever -beheld. The other quarters of _the
town are a mixture of miserable huts and old Moorish and Indian
kelhats” and seraglios where they (sic) inhabitants mew then}selves up
with their women and servants unvisited by Europeans or indeed by
one another.

28. Mango fish. ) o

29. This would seem to be an exaggeration even In remote districts. A‘t
Kasimbazar in 1739 the pay of a coolie was 2 rupees a month. §.
Bhattacharya, The East India Company and the Economy of Bengal from 1704

1o 1740, 1954, p. 204-5.

30. The new fort which Clive had begun to build for the defence of

‘Calcutta and which was now nearing completion. The Esplanade was the
-official centre of the city.

31. Kalhat[ti], a collection of huts (?).
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I know of no rule by which to compute the inhabitants of a place,
but when I observe the extent of the town the numbers of people that
appear stufled (sic) into one hut, and the eternal croud which fills

a third or a fourth near as many inhabitants in Calcutta as in
London™.

The city of Moorshedabad the residence of the Nabob” is still
larger than Calcutta and was formerly much more inhabited, it is
now falling off every day. 1 went there with Mr. Hastings on business
of no insignificant importance™ and had then an opportunity of observing
very near, the manners, forms and intrigues of an Asiatic Court. The
splendour however of that of Moorshedabad is almost gone. We put
the finishing stroke to it. 1 own I felt a degree of compassion and
remorse when I saw so many great families sinking into indigence, and
proud Musselman Lords excluded from honours, profits and employ-
ments and obliged to bend to the ground before a parcel of Fringuis’™
from t'other end of the world, whom a few years ago they hardly
regarded as on a level with their dogs. When I considered however the
treatment these same Mahometans bestowed upon the Hindoes (sic) the
original inhabitants I got over my remorse.

[ cannot conceive how any person at Home can entertain a doubt
of our being able to hold this country, when we see how long the
Mahometans have kept it, so inferiour to us ecither in policy or the

art of war, and more detested I believe by the natives. The number-

. 32. The population of London at this time was estimated at about 700,000,
opinlons varied greatly as to that of Calcutta.

33. The Nawab of Bengal, at this time the minor Mubarakud-Daulah,

34. Hastings said of his visit there, “This period was employed in settling
the collections and the government of the districts dependent on Moorshedabad
el in reducing the Nabob’s stipend from thirty-two lacs to sixteen...... in
reducing his pension list, and other expences; in forming, recommending and
executing a new arrangement of his household; and in framing a new system for
conducting the business of the Dewannee, or revenue” (quoted Gleig, op cit., 1,

261). These changes were the result of the Company’s decision to “stand forth
as Dewan” of Bengal.

. 35. Feringis, Frangis or Franks, Arab term originally used to denote the
inhabitants of Western Europe. The hard lot of the nobility at the Nawab’s
Court was recognised in the official report.  “Some hundreds of petrsons of
the ancient nobility of the country, excluded under our government from
almost all employments, civil or military, had ever since the revolution depended
on the bounty of the Nabob. 1t is not that the distribution was always made
with jlldgemeny and impartiality. ... .. but when the question was to cut off the
greatest part, it cquld not fail to be accompanied with circumstances of real
distress. The President [Hastings] declares that even with some of the highest
rank he'could not avoid discovering under all the pride of Eastern manners,
tll(l)e I\rlnamfe;t rriz;r7ks of penury and want.
ovember 2, quoted M. E. Monckton Jones, Warren Hasti [

1772-1774, Oxford, 1918, pp. 191-2) . fings in Bengal

” (General Letter, Secret Department, .
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of Musselman bear not the smallest proportion to the Hindoos.
The differences of their manners are strongly marked. The Musselmans
are active, proud, despotic, liberal, cruel, and the most easy and
polite in their address of any people | have ever met with. The F-re-nch
are clowns to them. The Hindoos are gentle. indolent, submissive,
covetous. and rather awkward and reserved in their address. I feel a
great veneration for the antient Rajahs of the country. .We !901( upon
them very unjustly as meer (sic) officers of Governmgnt in their quality
of Zamindars™, but they are in fact the true nobility of‘ the country,
and the pecople feel them as such. They are what our feudal Lo_rds
were and have their retainers about them in the same manner, keeplgg
up much of the state and dignity of that character. Ypur Lordshlp
may judge of what consequence a man may become who enjoys, as
many of them does (sic), an estate of, to the amount .0? 40, or 50,000
pounds sterling per annum, in a country and of a religion that allows
him to eat nothing but rice. How many mouths may he not feed 7

Your Lordship will naturaily expect that I shoulc} say something
of the state of defence of this country, particularly against a European
enemy. First I must observe that if our Ministry are any thing watchful
I think it impossible the French should ever be able to send a great
force here, without our having a greater at their heels., but supposing
they were. they can only come on this coast .in a certain season. T'he
landing is almost impracticable but in the river and the entry is the
most difficult navigation in the world. We could at all times tlz;k(ei
up the buoys. If they could even push up, they would meet a po‘st calle |
Brunswick which commands the river absolu?ely lately erected by
Colonzl Campbell” that would be exceedingly (}1ﬁicu1t to force. If they
disembarked their troops below it on cither side. they wou!d.meet a
country intersected with creeks and nullas where they might hbe
continually harassed and opposed at every pass. If after all ]t] 'e});
arrive at Calcutta they would find a morsel in the' new‘Fort w Jc‘f7
they could not digest. According to my qotlons, it ought tokb.e, i
Properly garrisoned, impregnable to any th.mg thgt can attac 1t0m
this country®. If one was to reckon by what it cost, it should be stronger

i igi t of the Mughal

36. T Zamindars, originally oﬂicgrs of governmen )
Empire, bltf%ebecame with the passing of time more in the na}fun;il of herlsldu;}l]r;i
landowners, contained in their number many descendants o tle pre-Mug ah
aristocracy.’ The nature of the Zamindar’s position was to lead to muc
dispute in England. Stewart’s opinion, though_eygpgessed dlffqrently from that
which Philip Francis later advanced was not dissimilar from it. .

37. Colonel Archibald Campbell, formerly of Bombay, the Chief
Engineer, 1§ aintai d that Bengal was

38. Hasti nlike Philip Francis, always maintaine : ‘was,
“incapabllidsc:}ngast,ta‘clk lby sea",p though he feared attack from land in alliance
Wwith an Indian ally. ‘ :
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than Luxembourg. Lisle and Bergen op Zoom put together”, but it
is in fact a noble, commodious and strong fortification and as far as
it has been finished by Campbell executed in a masterly manner. Littie
1s wanting to compleat it. Both the body of the place and the outworks
are in the best stile, the casemates airy and convenient. the ditches
wide and clear, and there is a peculiar advantage attached to them. that
you may fill them and drain them twice every day. if you

chuse.
Campbell’s sluices are capital works.

While we suppose you an European enemy employed before Fort
William, our force would be collecting; and having possession of all
the provinces we have the revenues of course. There is now on this
establishment about 28.000 men. We had lately a Review here of
about 6 batialions with 16 pieces of cannon and 1 assure your Lordship
they would have made a figure in Hyde Park. I mean as to the seapoys.
They are well composed and well disciplined. The Europeans are weil

as to the last but if you won’t allow us good men from Home we cannot
make them here".

The only Country Power from which we have any thing to
apprchend is the Mahrattas. and we are only open to them. and that
in a small degree, by one way. I mean from the south west, and
even there they have to penetrate through Midnapore, a province of
small account before they could do us hurt. To the west we have
the Beerboon Mountains", the Soan®, the Carumnassa® and the Ganges
to defend us and to the northward we are fenced in from all enemies by
the frozen Tartar Wall, part I believe of the southern Caucasus*, which
stretches all along to the westward” as far as Assam and China. |
have been very inquisitive about Assam since I came herc without
being able to obtain much information. T suspect however a
communication with China that way would not be difficult. nor the
distance be found so great as the maps lay down. The river of

39. The expense of the new fort had greatly exceeded expectations.

40. The Company had had to withdraw its Recruiting Bills of 1770
and 1771, Sutherland, op. cit., p. 218.

41. The Birbhum Mountains, about 150 miles north west of Calcutta.

42. The river Son, a right-bank tributary of the Ganges.

43. The river Karamnasa, a sma

ller and more westerly right-bank tributary
of the Ganges.

44. The Himalayas had been so described since Pliny and Strabo, though

James Rennell’s map has the name ‘Himmaleh Mts.’ at the eastern end of the
range.

45. Stewart meant not ‘westward’ but ‘eastward’.

46. For the contacts between Assam and Bengal at this time see S. K.
Bhuyan, Anglo-Asscmese Relations 1771-1826, Gauhati, Assam, 1949, pp. 67
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Barrampoota" which we take hardly any notice of at Home is certainly
one of the largest in the world. It is greater than the Ganges. We
know nothing of it but that it enters our provinces from the ea§t gnd
pouring down an amazing flood of waters on the skirts of our territories,.

disembogues itself into the sea, near the mouth of the great Ganges by
Sundeep”,

We are now in all appearance ready to get into hostilities with_ the-
Mabhrattas, about the Province of Corah® of which they have obtained
a free grant from the Mogol, much as we obt.ained. that of Benga}.
That is to say after we had thrashed him, stript him and tyed his.
hands, with this difference that we only got a grant of what we had
already, and would have kept without it, and the Mahrattas', of w}?at
they never had, nor will not now get. We defend these provinces with
their own revenues and the Vizir Souja Dowla’s money” who has.
called us in, and I believe the Mahrattas will think seriousl.y bf:que they
enter into an offensive war with us or attack our own territories .

It is now about a year and a half since Shaw Allum the‘ Great.
Mogol, tired out with waiting for our assistance to replace hup on
the throne of Delhi,” quitted to Korah Province and .threw hlmsglf
upon the Mohrattas (sic). They did carry him to Delh.l and put him
on the throne, but he soon found he was only their lieutenant. He
qQuarrelled with them they fought, and in a pitched battle about 3
months ago which lasted from morn till night, he was defeated altho
his two Seapoy battalions trained up under our officers (who were
withdrawn afterwards) retreated in good order in the face of the w.h.ole-
Mahratta army of 50 thousand men”. I mention the Mogols condition

47. The river Brahmaputra.

48. The Island of Sandwip. . |

49, Kora. After the Mughal Emperor, Shah Alam, had put hlmsellg. und(tar
the prbtectioﬁ of the Marathas at Delhi in 1771, they persuadﬁd Elm ) or‘
cede to them the Provinces of Kora and Allahabad, assigned to tfe mp«: l(:e-
by Clive. The Company were not prepared to allow the transfer to tal
P dh. The Bengal Government were pledged

50. Shuja-ud-daula, Vazir of Oudh. The Ben
io supportu ]ah?m against the Marathas, in return for a ﬁg(ed %ayr(tilegt florr
the use of Company troops. In the following August, Hastings han tcf oﬁf
these provinces to Oudh in return for a considerable sum, got th;a pay;nen or the

ompany ‘troops raised, but agreed to assist the Vazir in his plan of conquering

the Rohillas. _—

51. Though minor brushes occurred, Stewart was correct in this assump-
tion

. i i i i to Delhi had

52, ince 1761 the intention to bring about his return
been cxpE;se;cclS]%;e the Bengal Government, but steps had not been taken to
implement the intention. .

53. On 17 December, 1772. Stewart does not mention that the French
mefC'en'ary troops under Rene Madec were the heroes of the day. J. Sarkar,.
Fall of the Mughal Empire, 2nd edn. Calcutta, 1952, iii, 48 seq.
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at present that your Lordship may be better able to form an idea of
the consideration which his ambassador Major Morrison™ has a right
to expect. He is gone Home to treat with his Majesty for a surrender
to him of all which the Company now hold in India. By my notions
it is little less than treason for any subject to accept of such a commission.
We would not recognize him in that quality here, we are impatient to
hear how he will be received at Home.

Your Lordship is undoubtedly acquainted with Mr. Hastings
being at present Governor of Bengal, he was moved from Madrass. 1
came here with him, and have been happy enough to conciliate his
intimate friendship and favour. 1 was appointed by my friend Sir
G. Colebrooke™ Judge Advocate with the reversion to the Secretaryship.
I am now in possession of both and before I succeeded to the latter 1
lived with Mr. H. and acted as his private secretary. My appointments
would allow me to lay up a good deal of money in any country but
this, but the unavoidable expences are so great that I am afraid 1 shall
not effect it, nor raise a Nabobs fortune soon unless I can strike out
some concerns in the country to bring in a yearly profit, and I have
some prospects that way.

I observe the cry is now up against the India Company and that
she is marked out to be baited in Parliament™. I imagine she may be
sweated but I am confident there are enough of good men in both
Houses to prevent her from being sacrifized (sic) altogether either to
ministerial power or popular clamour. I am too new here and of too
little consequence to apprehend that my name will be bandied about
in public, but I dare say Mr. Hastings will be mentioned and 1 am
anxious that it be treated with the respect it deserves”. 1 dare say
your Lordship is no stranger to the character he bears and to the
general estimation in which he stands both with the Company and the
world at large. I should be glad if I had leisure and permission to
'submit an account of his management here at the head of a great State

54. Major John R. Morrison, late of the Company’s forces was sent to
Calcutta by the Emperor to demand his tribute (which the Bengal Government
refused to pay since he had put himself in the hands of their enemies). When
disappointed he sailed for Europe in a foreign ship to put the Emperor’s case
before the King. Hastings was uneasy lest he should be received in England, but
unnecessarily (letter to Sir G. Colebrooke of 14 January 1773 printed Gleig,
op. cit, i, 275 seq.).

55. In 1772-73 Chairman of the East India Company.
56. The enquiries preceding Lord North’s Indian legislation of 1773.

57. Hast_ings’s reputation stood on the contrary so high at this time that
he was app'omted.ﬁrst Governor General under the Regulating Act, Rockingham
:and his friends in Opposition protesting, however, on general grounds.
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'fas I may call Bengal) to your Lordship’s judgement and knowledge
I public affairs; perhaps I may obtain both and I am persuaded your
Lordship will receive my attempt favourably. Indeed I acknowledge
I'have a design to introduce Mr. H. to your correspondence™. I have
‘even hinted it to him. He seemed flattered with the notion, but is
backward for fear it should appear intruding upon you. The high
Iespect I entertain for your Lordship’s rank and qualifications, and
Pardon my expression the warm friendship I bear to your person, would
ever prevent me from introducing to your acquaintance a person
Unworthy of it, but I am positive you would look upon Mr. H. as
an acquisition. His name your Lordship will observe is not such as
You meet commonly in the list of Indiz Governors and let me assure
you, he possesses sentiments worthy of his name and both in education
and manners as well as in talents is fit to fill any station with credit.
His absence from England has kept him from entering much into our
factions at Home, but with a true independent spirit he values good
men of either side and has a peculiar respect for that set of men with
‘Whom your Lordship is particularly connected and with the party of
Which I may say your Lordship is the head.

I would not have taken up your Lordship’s attention on this subject
did I not mean as I have said before to introduce, some time or other
Mr. Hastings to you. In a private capacity I am sure you will think
him a valuable acquaintance and in a public light, I look upon it
that in the line of public affairs which your Lordship is pleased to adopt,
You will consider a Governor of Bengal as no loose card in the pack.

When I look over this desultory and uncorrect (sic) epistle I hardly
know how to appologize (sic) for my presumption in addressing it to
your Lordship. I sat down only to write a few lines conveying my
respects and wishes for your health and prosperity. I have indeed
been unlucky in some curiosities particularly in 2 Napal birds which
by s0 good an opportunity as that of Hamilton I thought to have sent
to your Lordship. They died in coming down. I must endeavour to
make the loss up next year. While I remain in India I trust your Lordship
will honour me with your commands of any sort where I can be of
Service to you. The Rockingham is gone down the river. I had no
time while the public Despatches were on hand to write my own
letters. 1 send them now express after the ship and I hope this will
serve as my excuse for not transcribing and correcting this blotted
Peice (sic). )

thi 58. Hastings was a notoriously bad correspondent, and did not follow
this up,



12 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

I am happy to learn by Hamilton that Lady Rockingham has.
recovered her health so compleately” (sic).

With my most respectful compliments to your Lordship, allow me
the honour to subscribe myself

My Lord Marquis

Your Lordships most obedient and
most humble servant

John Stewart.

L. S. SUTHERLAND:

59. Lady Rockingham had been seriously ill in 1771,

INKS AND PAPERS
FOR USE IN GOVERNMENT OFFICES IN US.A.

OR more than forty centuries man has been trying to find and

perfect a record ink which would adequately convey to posterity an
account of his actions, feelings and hopes. The eariiest inks were those
made from the juices and berries: then more ambitious souls gathered
shells from the seashore, which, when ground fine and mixed with water
or other liquefying agent, became the conveyor of the scribe’s message
to a limited posterity. These inks were applied with a brush made
cither of chewed fibre, or of hair. According to Carvatho, the first

writing appeared between 1500 and 1800 B. C.

Spccifying inks for government offices had its beginning in the
United States in 1891 when the Legislature of Massachusetts authorized
a standard ink and provided a penalty for failure to use it. This
standard was submitted to manufacturers and after bids had been
received, a supply was purchased for the state by the record
commissioner who had the care of its distribution to all record offices
in the state. Curiously enough, the ink approved was one of the
iron gall tannate inks, similar in content to that which was concocted
in the twelfth century from an effusion of gall nuts procured from
oak trees in Eastern Europe. The standard ink of Massachusetts
was used as standard by Connecticut in 1895 when the Legislature
passed the following law: “No person having the care or custody of

any book of records or registry in any of the departments or offices

of the state or of any county, city, town, borough or probate district

therein, shall use or allow to be used upon such books any ink excepting
such as is furnished by the secretary of state”. Section three of this
same law states that “the inks so furnished before acceptance by the
secretary shall be examined by a chemist to be designated by the
secretary” etc. Soon after this, the federal government in its treasury

department began ink standardization for use on official records.

Since 1902, supervision in the State of Connecticut has been in

of the Examiner of Public Records. This office was created by °
g advice from a commission which had been

The duties of the Examiner of Public Records
Examiner of Public Records shall cause such
g the care and custody of public
t such records in the custody and
their safety and preservation”.

charge
the legislature followin
previously appointed.

are as follows: “Such
action to be taken by persons havin
records as may be necessary to pu
condition required by law and to secure

2—1 Dte of Archives/57
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“Before the examiner shall approve of any ink, he shall cause a number
of disiinct and separate brands to be examined as to quality by a
state chemist, and give his approval of not less than four different
brands or manufactures, and the inks so approved shall be standard
inks for use in this state”.

For the latest tests of inks and typewriter ribbons in Connecticut
sample inks were placed in blank bottles which were then numbered.
Concurrently, all identification marks were climinated from sample
typewriter ribbons, each of which was also given a number; the key
in all cases being retained in the Examiner’s office so that the state
chemist might not be influenced in either his test or report. Care
had been taken to purchase all samples from retail stock excepting those
few ribbons manufactured by mills having no retail outlet. The ink
test covered first “Chemical and Physical Characteristics” of each
sample. Under this section, the sample was tested for sediment after
twenty-four hours; for mould, scum and sediment after two weeks with
an opportunity to score ten points. The amount of iron contained in
each one hundred cubic centimeters was determined with a minimum
standard rating of five. In a “Streak Test” the character, colour, amount
of striking through, blackness after one week’s time and action on steel
pens took a minimum standard rating of five points.

In “Effect of Reagents” the second sub-division of the Streak. Test,
the samples were tested for loss of colour after having been immersed
in water twenty-four hours and in a fifty percent alcohol solution for
twenty-four hours. Samples were also immersed in a bleaching solution
for varying periods, fifteen minutes, one hour and twenty-four hours,
with a2 minimum possibic rating of ten points.

“Fading”™ was the final sub-division of the test. Each sample was
subjected to ultra-violet light for a period of forty-eight hours with
a minimum acceptable rating of seventy points. A possible maximum
of one hundred twenty points might be obtained for the combined
test but a minimum of one hundred points must be obtained. Actually
only five of twenty-five ink samples attained a record of over one
hundred and of these, one was a carbon ink later approved by the State

" Chemist. No ball point pen ink has been approved to date. -

The length, thickness and width of typewriter ribbons were measured
10 indicate which ribbon contained most value in proportion to its cost.
The “Character of Ribbon”, thread count, evenness of edge, and
imperfections have much to do with the quality of the work produced.
The “Character of Writing” (basic colour, oiliness, smudging and
typefilling) determine whether or not the ribbon will produce an evenness
of writing and one which will force into the paper a sufficient quantity
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of ink to make a suitable permanent record. The “Life of Ribbon™
which includes a weardown and recovery test indicates the amount of
time the operator can safely continue to use the ribbon for record
purposes. “Fading” is tested by a similar procedure used in the ink
test and the importance of this part of the test is indicated by the fact
that our standard, which has a total of one hundred points, allots sixty
of these to fading qualities in the ribbon. in order that a ribbon should
pass the Connecticut test, a minimum of eighty-five points is required
and of the fifty-five ribbons tested, thirty-nine were approved. In both
the ink and the ribbon tests, standards of the National Bureau of
Standards were followed to a large extent. However, additional tests
were added as required by Connecticut’s state regulation.

The permanence of ink has been a very important factor in the
preservation of records in Connecticut in a number of instances. During
the flood and hurricane of 21 September 1938, the value of a good
record ink as shown by the following experience will always be helpful
in the enforcement of our law. In one of our Probate Districts, the
records were housed in a safe located in a small office building near
a brook which was close to a mill pond. When the hurricane was
reported, the record volumes and files were hurriedly transferred to
the town vault. In the excitement, the card index was neglected.
Several dams in the back country failed and a flood which swelled the
brook to river size floated the Probate office away from the foundation
and deposited it in the mill pond. An oil heater, which was burning
at the time, exploded, split the building apart and deposited the index
in the mud at the bottom of the pond. Three days later, after the
water had subsided, the index was found. The cards were washed and
dried and the records, while not as good as new, were readable and
therefore useable.

Modern record paper, with its exact chemical and fibre content
determined to the Nth degree, is a far cry from bark, papyrus, skin or
parchment which were used in the earliest era of writing. In 1639,
the General Court of Massachusetts Bay Colony passed an act which
reads as follows: “It is ordered and declared that henceforward, every
judgement, with all its evidence, be recorded in a book to be kept
to posterity”. Later, in 1816, the necessity for a very definite type
of paper was recognized and the following law was passed by the
legislature of that same state: “All matters which are to be entered
of record in any office of public record...... shall be so entered or recorded

. on paper made wholly of linen, of firm texture, well glazed and well

finished”. Nearly one hundred years later, Connecticut placed on
its law books the following: “No person having custody of any book
of record or registry in any department or office of the state or of
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any county, city, town, borough or probate district shall use or permit
to be used for recording purposes any book which shall not be composed
wholly of a standard millbrand paper with dated watermark approved
by the Examiner of Public Records”. This law has remained
substantially the same except for the addition of a penalty of one
hundred dollars fine for failure 1o obey. This peralty also may be
-imposed for the failure to use an approved ink.

The paper test is sub-divided into “Chemical Characteristics”
noting fibre, acidity, rosin and glue content. The stability of the
sample is also tested for alpha cellulose content and copper number
after seventy-two hours at one hundred degrees centigrade. Only one
hundred percent white rag stock may be used and the paper may
contain not less than a minimum of five percent acid; one and five
tenths percent glue and ninety percent minimum alpha cellulose; one
percent maximum of rosin and one percent maximum copper number.
The “Physical Characteristics” include folding endurance and bursting
strength tests which vary according to the weight of the paper tested.
The “Writing Characteristics” include ruling, writing and erasure—the
first two must be clean cut without spreading and show a suitable
degree of penetration while the third, erasure, must leave a suitable
surface which wiil absorb a proper amount of ink without spreading
and still retain a satisfactory surface. The paper test also follows
United States Bureau of Standards and in addition to these, we use
a tearing test necessitated by the fact that at present many of the
official record volumes are of the locking, loose leaf binder type.

It will be noted that papers are tested on a basis different from
inks in that maximum and minimum requirements are offered in the
case of inks or typewriter ribbons while the paper standard provides

that if the sample fails in any orc of the sub-divisions indicated. that
paper may not be approved.

The building of a record paper requires constant vigilance for
not only is it necessary to overcome ordinary ageing and ink hazards
but this product must be able to resist effectively the acids which are
caused by the combination of perspiration and hand lotions used

by most workers in record offices whose contact with the records is
practically continuous.

The record official of today is usually of the highest type and
through the years has developed great pride in his records with more

than ordinary concern that suitable inks and permanent papers should
be provided for their continuance.

HArROLD S. BURT

TWO UNPUBLISHED AKHBARS FROM POONA

‘> ANI Saheba Srimati Sitabai of Gangakhed, a Tahsil town on the

bank of the Godavari in the Marathwada,_ has made a frei apci
cencrous  gift of her entire collection of family records , numAL:erilﬁc
;nore than a lakh to the Central Records Office, Hyder.ab"adﬁ. X Itd "i
29¢h Session of the Indian Historical Records Cgmnilssxon fe; igs
Bhopal in 1953, I read a paper poinlinvg out the wide range oh. }?pthe
which this collection covers and the different Iangua{g'e§ in V\{)olcf e
documents are written. Among the we§lth of materiais tci ' .,t oews
in this collection, I may draw attentan to many 1H?§Ig)(())§)td§ov;~ino
Jetters from the Poona agents of Nizam Ali Khan (176 - ) VOlum;s
the period 1794-96. It is proposed to publish them in 1‘-Nad umes
in continuation of the three volumes of Poona Akhbars al::tergf ued
by the Central Records Office, Hyderabad. Two qf these Vthc m ey
have hitherto been unpublished throw  great hg};t o;he ﬁrsty ery
oomroda da deaﬂ'l Oftpis'h“c/iiatl;faadg ‘:irea(s)ecgrlld five days after
despatched a day previous to his e SO e the
the calamity. Both the Akhbars are graphic e e very

ary atmosphere. These are invaluable as the '

?é)vtt;?g:r?o}; this e\z:ntful week in the severz}‘l source bozl;s é):jt‘):;gee,c;
so far in Marathi. The last letter in the fifth volur];ela.i Reahanath
Series is only a summary account of the letters sent by Balaj

and Keshavrao Kondaji and is very brief.

“The account of the accidental fall ,Of tht? Srm-lantth'frl(imbc:g: ?vras;
floor of the Ganapati Mahal, the way which hllls te;%h  etrated
broken, how the hand suffered a fractur?" and ho“i't ere ort P Later, a
the lips were all communicated to you In my ear 1§r cfthé fractures.
physician was sent for. He attended to the woyﬁ t}im Peckwa in the
Nana waited till late in the night. He was wit P sleawa But, when
Hall of Gods, and nobody had any access to thet znce .shown’ in to
Tukoji Holkar’s arrival was reported, he was a hatikas' and then
see him. He watched him along with Nana fgr two £ ak to anybody.
departed. The Peshwa was conscious but did ngt ;Ir): serious. They
He does not accept anything to eat. The wounds d. But h;s brain
say that the fractures and the wounc}s can be cured. L s e
ha ben st i besomes el and 1t ¢ i
anxiety. All the sem?l‘ﬂ’:l: r;;zilsg:m?‘hey say if he maintains his own

are 60 ghatikas i'n a full day of 24
s(i ltml;ilrebecome ghadi in Hindi.

dangerous condition 0

1. A duration of 24 gninute
hours. It is Sanskrit in origin an
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for three or four days without any complications he will be out of
danger. Nana distributed alms to the poor and also made gifts of
buffaloes because the Peshwa has survived this terrific accident. A
fragment of a bone from the thigh was again reset in the cavity and
the wounded thigh was bandaged properly when he was unconscious.
Great anxiety is felt regarding his diet. Soft wheat cake cannot be
given because he is suffering from fever, and rice is to be avoided
lest it should cause pus. Nana is visiting the Peshwa thrice a day
and is meticulously looking after every detail. All the three Phadkes—
Ramachandrarao. Laxmanrao and Madhavarao—are attending upon
him by rotation. Appa Balwant and Chintaman Phadke and Raghopant
Godbole also are attending. Al feel that the Peshwa should not have
been taken to the first floor of the Ganapati Mahal but none could
foresee what was in store. Letters have been addressed to Daulatrao
Shinde, Raghoji Bhonsle and Parashurampant Mirajkar to go to Poona
expeditiously. On the 11th instant, the moment the news of his deadly
fall got round merchants in the market at once closed their shops. Nana
had issued instructions to make special arrangements for maintaining
order.”

Summary of Akhbar despatched on 18th of Rabiakhar 1210 A.H.,
i.e. 1 November 1795
“The death of Madhavarao on Tuesday 13th Rabi II after sunset
has already been reported. Nana is holding secret conferences with
Govindrao Bhagwant and Ramachandrarao Phadke, and even Appa
Balwant is occasionally called. He desires that an heir of Madhavarao
alone should be installed as the Peshwa. But he intends to hold

consultations with Parashurampant Mirajkar and also desires to know
the wishes of the Bandagan-e-Ali.

Nana has taken special' precautions to maintain law and order
at Satara and at Boreghat forts.  Bajirao Raghunath at Junnar has
already been kept under strict restraint. After the death of Madhavarao.
additional forces have been commissioned to go to Junnar. Sixty
thousand Rupees have been sanctioned for the obsequies. A person
by name Ramarao, a native of Rajmachi. has been asked to perform
the rites, because he belongs to the same gotra® and he is also the family
priest of the Peshwa, and a grihastha® or family man with two sons.

Nana is also planning to make the younger son of Ramarao adopted
by the wife of the late Peshwa.

. 2. The upper class Hindus are supposed to be the descendents of ancient

rishis  and every orthodox Hindu remembers it. Several families may
claim the same gotra. Generally among the orthodox, intermarriages are
avoided between persons having the same gotra.

" 3. Literally, one who stays in the house; householder.
Ashramas or stages in the life of a Hindu, Brahmacharvy
Grihashta W 50, Vanaprastha till 75 and Sanyasa till 100.

There are four
a or celibacy till 25,
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Nana has become extremely dejected, a veritable stranger 1t10
sleep. Generally he does not stir out of the house, and .whene;/Ierh e
goes out he takes great care to ensure his personal protection. N e 2:5
given assurances to the merchants in the market and adYxsed 1: extn 0
keep business running. Pickets have been posted outs'ldcz1 1t\1 € ol\:g;
for guard duty at night. Mr. Malet has gone to Bomb?\y an . ana s
written to him that he should return as early as possible. ana go s
in the evening to the palace of the Peshvya, sits for some tll;ge ;:r
receives condolences from the visitors. . A.zamuddowla, 31[31 a
Nimbalkar, Pandurangarao and other digmtarxgs went to mel:et alno
on the 15th. Messrs. Heron and Uhthoff, assistants of MZ ;t,K;lasn
arrived on the 16th to offer their condolences. Akbar V1 o o%
maternal uncle of the Prince, and Sridhar Laxman, the tha 117th
Bhonsle. have also gone to the palace to meet Nana. On Nfira‘ka;
Nana despatched two messengers on camels to summon ]
urgently.”

) Inythe second volume of the Poona Residenf:y Cgrre;gg;l;iertlkc‘:
there are three letters writtfer;1 by J. ;szltghooﬁct(t)% eflr”.;(; :nd or t o
dated 27 October 1795, the secon ( i
gr;\tlouvc::triber 1795, and these lend s;pporlt to'ttheh :gcg::; i:)\;cla::lc tleIZI tg;

tters. The details of the calamity (
étlll:t:.) VeBtrﬁE)sl:eeﬁvoy with as much sincerity and conscxguzne;:wzfv rigl:.
momentous character of the event as by the Hyde]ga 2}11 e porter
But the account given above by th'e Maratha ra;l I:lof repore
from Hyderabad has a greater evidential value than é]ato . things:
for the former, being after. all a Zon :th:)l:)e; soofll,h\i)s:tlcs’r{aa n: 1 o o
i i ctive. .
lcr(x)ndg:ri;redp;):rex; fg‘:r;ziing so controlled an.d restricted tll}e e;nc;\::ln;xﬁ
of Madhavarao II that he had become entirely deml?irtaé 1Ismr\mal o
lost all interest in life, but it is known thfit he was q 6 e of
he went to pay obeisance to the deity in proc;ssx(g; ey, and
Seemollanghan' on 23 October 1795,. which was t lf e before the
received customery nazrs. This. being SO onlydt ;een Y. tomplating
accident hardly supports the view that he ha en it tomie would
suicide for some time. I trust that the controversydob o ports st
be permanently set at rest by the above Akhbars ana by

by Uhthoff to the Governor General. R. M. JosHI

- 1 y, g . llmlt,
l tera" Cr ()SSi]l "le b()l dﬂ] Sanskrlt, seema borde] ’
. h Maratha army ( used to set out cer emomally fOl
l [+

; ing the
ullanghan crossing). hara after the compulsory rest during
fresh Campa”ll"gl?\js o?hetyt'1 ec;igs;;egf tﬁgs borders of their state literally as well as
monsoon.

ich it i he Pandavas came out
i hich it is supposed ‘that tl 3 me out
ﬁgura}twe‘ly ar éhebe(gl:z (:;lak:yng efforts to regamd tt;)elr 1aOtStP c}ggsfiom
2£re(r1\11sogr‘11;S(:ls:‘é1 to be performed with great pomp and show



AN OUTSTANDING FAMILY ARCHIVES IN THE PUNJAB

URING recent explorations for historical relics, records and

documents in the State undertaken by the Keeper of Records 1o the
Government of the Punjab, a rich and remarkable collection of family
papers in the possession of Rai  Inderjit Singh Bhandari, Municipal
Commissioner, Batala, came to light. 1t took several months to scrutinize
carefully the collection and make a preliminary inventory to ascertain
their authenticity and assess their historical significance. The papers.
which in many cases form continuous series covering some fifty years,
comprise non-official and official correspondence carried on by several
distinguished members of the illustrious Bhandari family, who enjoyed
the rare distinction of being employed as envoys by the Lahore Darbar
at different stations in Cis-Sutlej territories right from the setting up
of the Ludhiana Agency after the conclusion of the treaty of Amritsar,
1809, to th¢ annexation of the Punjab, 1849.

The Bhandari caste and family of Batala were founded by Rai
Bhag Mal, who is reported io have gone to Ghazni to seek his fortune.
On his return to India he invoked the blessings of Baba Farid of
Pakpattan for the birth of a son. The name Bhandari was given to him
by the saint.

The history of the family is obscure until 1809 when Anand Singh
was, through the good offices of Diwan Mohkam Chand, appointed
Vakil or Agent of the Durbar at Ludhiana, where a Political Agency had
been established by the British after the treaty of Amritsar. Anand
Singh was afterwards sent to Delhi, his place at Ludhiana being taken
by his eldest son, Gobind Jas, while his youngest son, Kishen Chand,
was appointed Agent at Karnal and Ambala. Anand Singh accompanied
Sir Charles Metcalfe on the latter’s successful mission to Bharatpur in
1825 and on his return was awarded the title of Rai and a robe of
honour by Maharaja Ranjit Singh. On his death in 1827 his jagirs were
divided among his four sons. Rai Gobind Jas succeeded his father at
Delhi and his brother, Ram Dayal, was sent to Ludhiana as Vakil. But
the latter quarrelled with Captain Wade and was recalled to Lahore.
Rai Kishen Chand took his place and was awarded a jagir of Rs.
15,000/- in the Jullundur district and an allowance of Re. 14 per
annum on each village belonging to the Lahore Durbar on the left bank
of the Sutlej. Ram Dayal was deputed to Anandpur in 1832 to bring
~ about a settlement among the Sodhis. He remained there for five vears
and was granted a jagir of Rs. 4,000/- in the Ludhiana district. He was
subsequently appointed Vakil at Ferozpur in place of Faqir Charag
Din. Rai Kishen Chand was an able and upright man and clearly
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understood that the interest of his master required peace with the British
and directed his efforts to achieve this end. Early in 1839 he
accompanied Col. Wade on his mission to Peshawar. During his absence
for aboui a year. his son, Bhag Singh, filled the post of Vakil at
Ludhiana. Prince Nau Nihal Singh conferred the title of Rai on Kishen
Chand in 1840.

In the period following the murder of Raja Dhyan Singh aer
Miharaja Sher Singh the position and powers of Vakils gained in
importance. Rai Kishen Chand, and his brother and son, vstho were
functioning as the Agents of the Durbar, gained considerable 1nﬁ}1€nce
and exercised civil and criminal powers in the Cis-Sutlej territories of
the Lahore Durbar and drew therefrom large revenues. At timcs; they
followed policies different from those of Faqir Azizuddin and enjoyed
the support of Bhai Ram Singh and Diwan Dina Nath, the leader of
the Mutsaddi party at Lahore.

On the eve of the First Anglo-Sikh War in 1845, Rai Kishen Cha.nd
exerted his influence to dissuade the Durbar from going to war w1th'
the British. When the Sikh army threatened to cross the Sutlej, Ra.u
Kishen Chand was ordered by the British Political Agent to leave his
camp and retire to the territories of the Lahore Durbar. After the
conclusion of peace he was called upon to attend on the Agent to
the Governor General at Lahore and held the post until 1848 wl}cn
he was permitted to retire to Batala. Bhag Singh was, on the conglusmn
of treaty with the British, appointed the Agent of the Durb?r with thc?
Commissioner, Trans-Sutlej States, and was granted the title of Rai
and robes of honour in 1848. Rai Kishen Chand, Bhag Si.ngh and l.l.am
Dyal were suitably rewarded with jagirs and cash pensions in recpgmtlon
of their faithful services. Rai Kishen Chand died at Banaras in 1872,
Ram Dyal in 1868 and Rai Bhag Singh in 1884.

The later descendants of the family have been playing an important
part in the civic life of Batala and are distinguished‘for many wqus
of public welfare. Rai Inderjit who owns the coll'ectlon under review
is a Municipal Commissioner of many years’ standing. .

The correspondence portion of the collection, numbering over
4.000 documents is packed in some half a dozen cloth bas:tas*;. the
munimeénts or title deeds are kept in metal containers_ of varying sizes;
and some outstanding sanads are preserved in a separate volume. Except
in the case of two or three bastas, the papers ‘in all others are grouped
together according to the Christian or Vikrama years which they bc?re
and kept in separate paper envelopes. The unsorted papers comprise

*Stand for collections of papers tied in a piece of cloth in the traditional
manner of keeping records and documents in bundles.
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rolled up documents, which are tied into small bundles of twelve to
fifteen sheets. The papers invariably bear the seal or signature of
the sender in each case, and in many cases carry the initials of British

officers of the day. The papers have been provisionally arranged as
fellows:

Group A.—Political Correspondence from 1813 1o 1867 A.D.

Letters from and to Rai Anand Singh, Rai Kishen Chand and Rai
Gobind Jas in their capacity of Vakils of the Lahore Durbar. Several
communications are addressed to C. M. Wade, George Russel Clerk
and other British functionaries. These relate to political affairs,
administration, Cis-Sutlej territories of the Lahore Durbar and other
matters of mutual interest to the two governments 763 Letters.

Group B.—Miscellaneous Letters sent by Dak

Letters from Rai Gobind Jas to Rai Anand Singh, Rai Bhag
Singh and Rai Kishen Chand. They contain mostly private
correspondence of the members of the family but they throw considerable
light on the contemporary events in the Punjab 167 Letters.

Group C.—Miscellaneous Letters from 1865 to 1916 of the Vikrama Era
(1808-59 A4.D.)

This group contains shuqqas (letters) and parwanajat (office orders)
issued by Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Maharaja Kharak Singh, Maharaja
Sher  Singh, and maraslajat (memoranda) sent by other notables to
Rais Anand Singh, Kishen Chand, Gobind Jas, Bhag Singh and Ram
Dyal. It contains also copies of important communications addressed
by the Durbar to the Governor General or his Political Agents and
news-reports from various parts of the country 1872 Letters.

Group D.—Miscellaneous Parwanajat and Letters

Relating to the grant of certain villages in fief to various persons,

deeds executed by them, petitions by grantees and letters to prominent
British functionaries 37 Documents.

Group E.—(a) Diary of the A gent to Governor General at Ludhiana,

1 March-31 July 1845

The diary contains the day-to-day record of the activities of Major
Broadfoot, Political Agent to Lord Hardinge, Governor General, during
the reign of Maharaja Dalip Singh, when Syed Moulvi Rajab Ali func-
tioned as his Mir Munshi and Rais Ram Dyal and Kishen Chand acted
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as Vakils to the Lahore Durbar. The Diary gives an illum.inating zilcccs)};(x;lt
of the events that happened immediately before the First Anglo-51

War.

(b) Mugqadamat Nos. 35-39

Detailed reports on some thanadari and zamindari cases between
the two governments.

Group F.—Letters from Maharaja Ranjit Singh fo P'“aqir Azizutgd;‘thRa:ci
Ansari and Rai Kishen Chand in the form of a diary fron; 823_1 " gg)m
1887 to 6 Jeth 1888 of the Vikrama Era (March 1830-May .D.

These contain detailed instructions'iswed. by tbe Mlz:hargaiti;lo1
both the functionaries in regard to tl}elr dealings with fttge s ;rbar
Government and proceedings of the meetings of the Agents 0
with the British Political Agent at Ludhiana.

Group G.—(a) Rules and regulations about military organisation
under the British. ' o

(b) Draft treaties (Nos. 1 and 2) between Maharaja Ranjit Singh
and Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk. '

(c) Copy of the questionnaire sent by Macnaughtan to Maharaja
Ranjit Singh. .

(d) Memoranda sent to Maharaja Kharak §1ngh .from Peshavsfar tlk?cr
Rai Kishen Chand, Vakil and Kanwar cl;lau ll\élgh:l ?utll%:, ‘?irlzlr\;f[r; ;nEra

0 .

f f a diary from 28 Har to 5 Bhadon :
I(t)r::gn(:ains pe:i{)dical reports on the progress of operations at Peshawar
in pursuance of the Tripartite Treaty of 1838. . N

(e) Letters sent by Rai Kishen Chand to Mabharaja Ra;x;p; : ;nsn
arranged in the form of a diary from 15 Bhadon 1;3)8;3 ';?hese confain
1890 of the Vikrama Era (July 1831-March. 1833 1221 to s
diplomatic despatches addressed by the' Rai as Va l11 o observation;
detailed reports on political dealings with the British,
on oufstanding events of the day. . .

() Over 50 family sanads and letters of commendation bound in

a separate register.

~ Besides the above collection of documents, there are 412 'ialcrllzss?(l::
manuscripts in Persian. They include translations O:f Sa?s dl s
such as Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Rajawa i, 1zw:zlnh
celebrated poets, and treatises on grammar, prosody and epistolography.
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The documents are expected to be extremely useful for a proper
appraisal of the Lahore Durbar’s point of view in our study of Anglo-
Sikh relations, which scems (0 have been so far based exclusively on
British vecords.  The Durbar’s point of view has, for wani of original
indigenous sources, oeen grossly misrepresented or pot taken note of
at ail. - With the help of the coherent and comprehensive records of
the Bhandari collection, which has now been found. it might be possible
to attempt a re-orientation of the study of the Anglo-Sikh relations.

In view of the great historical importance of the collection, early
steps were taken to prepare a detailed inventory and Rai Inderjit Singh
Bhandari was also requested to take effective measures for the proper
preservation of the papers. As he later expressed his willingness to sell
the entire collection to the Punjab Government, a  committee  was
appoinied to carcfully examine and evaluate the papers and documents.
After scveral weeks of arduous labour the Committee completed the
appraisal of the valuable historical records and relics.

V. S. Suri

WEST BENGAL SECRETARIAT RECORD OFFICE

HE West Bengal Secretariat Record Office con'tams the: arc?t:zsi

assets of the Bengal Record Office and is housed in a por’uonW of "
ground floor of the historic buildings at Calcutt.a known ahs erit;:rsS
Buildings, which were erected in 178Q for the residence oj ; :de Cr; ;;S
or the junior servants of the East India Company and use f(ih cades
by the Fort William College. 1In 1878 the Segretarlat 0 .ct:h ol
Government was centralised in Writers’ Buildings aloilg ‘}Y‘lnh thelr
collection of records. The location of the Re.cord Qfﬁc;, w .nthd -
close proximity to the University ofi Cglcc;ltt?"lfr :gl;:exgugl tsgl; ;rowmg
for purposes of historical research and o adminis . e or men,t

gestion in Wiiters’ Buildings stands in the way of th<? evelop
f)(:)tiecs?{(::t;rr:i Office into a Central Repository for the entire State.

The Record Office, which is recognised as a I'Srancl';n;;idﬂi)ﬁ
Educatien Department of th; V;l’es_t ]?engra}iesrerc;:ltle:]rilél;i 1Sse(<;)tri§n el 1
two Sections, General and Technical. Secne ’making
is responsible for the care and treatment of old records
:;eni iccessible to students, is divi;l:d olfntl%et»;gc :;:;Sizitlgl:éaigé?::
¢ istorical. The current recor :
fvr;:;chH;i:O?e?iired to be preserved for more thap 3 garsrzre Ig)efrzszgic;
in the Current Record Room. In the Historical ecot oaly of the
preserved the non-confidential records up to 1909 no o s of
Government Departments, but also of the subordinate ta}ou ot e
the pre-mutiny period, which have been thrown o;xar;swrch e 1o
research students. Each of these sub-sections hasC arént o
a Departmental Search Room attached to the. ;lsection o
a Literary Search Room attached to the HlSto'r;iare et sn;aﬂ Aol
which is subject to the approval qf Government.d Z o
Section for reconditioning fragile papers and vO: .

i j i enders, 20
consists ‘of 33 assistants, 5 typists, 3 mohurris, 2 senior m

record suppliers and menders, 2 daftries, 11 peons and 8 farashes.

. Bengal
The Keeper of Records is an exofficio member of lt::;i Y;Stthe Stite
Regional Records Survey Committee, which is consu ' M = - W' -
Go%ernment in important matters relating to preservation and p

of local records. :
The importance of Bengal
include the Original Consultation

, .. ts up
-and’ Judicial Departmen whict s
ﬁlzvef?::st materials for the social and economic history of moder

i i i ository are some Persian sanads
ia. The earliest records in this rep
2Ilrrllctiimpar'-I»‘vanas dating back to 1624. Although there were several

records lies in the fact that . these
s of the Central Government in the
to 1834, which are regarded as
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factories of the Company in Bengal early in the 17th century, the
papers prior to 1770 are only fragmentary. The missing records of
the 17th and 18th centurics are supposed to have been destroyed partly
during the cyclone and flood of 1737 and partly during the sack of
Calcutta in 1756. Their reconstruction is under consideration. The
gaps in the later collection of records have alrcady been filled up by
obtaining copies from the India Office.

For the greater part of the [7th century the Agent and Council
at Hooghly was subordinate to the Agency at Fort. St. George, but
from 1700 the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal was independent
of the Presidency of Fort St. George and carried on its business in
direct correspondence with the Court of Directors in London. Under
the Regulating Act of 1773 the Governor General and Council
of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal had jurisdiction over the
other Presidencies in matters relating to foreign policy. Under the
Charter Act of 1833 the Governor General of Bengal became the
Governor General of India and the overgrown Presidency of Fort
William was divided into 2 distinct Presidencies viz., the Presidency of
Fort William and the Presidency of Agra, the Governor General of
India remaining also the Governor of Bengal. But the Government
of India and the Government of Bengal functioned through the same
Secretariat till 1843 when the Indian Secretariat was completely

separated from that of Bengal. The division of Bengal records appears
to have been effected at this time.

The pre-mutiny records here consist of 10.292 bundles of original
consultations and 11.839 proceedings volumes, while the post-mutiny
records consist of 14,856 bundles of original consultations and 11,630
printed proccedings volumes. At the rate of 100 documents per
bundle on an average the total number of documents comes to
25,14.800.

It may be appropriate now to say something about the early
history of this archival repository. The necessity of a General Record
Office at the Presidency was felt by the Court of Directors as early
as' 1819 in connection with the re-appointment of kanungoes with a
view to form and preserve a digest of all information collected and
transactions recorded by the putwaries and kanungoes regarding landed
rights. Under Revenue Department Resolution dated 17 March 1820
a permanent record Committee was constituted in each District with
the Judge and the Collector of the District and the Zillah and City
Registrar as the Secretary, besides setting up a Presidency Committee
for supervising the General Record Office at the Presidency and laying
down general policies in respect of the mofussil records. The District
Record Offices were required to forward to the General Record Office
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lists of important papers preserved there, abstr'acts of highly useful
document and authentic copies of the most m}portant ones. The
Presidency Committee was to publish and distribute to the Courts
and Collectors documents embodying principles of the system they
were to administer and of the laws they were to enforce.

The Presidency Committee was abolished on 1 April 1829 on
the recommendation of the Civil Finance Committee and the charge
of the General Record Office which was located in the General Treasury
Buildings was given to the Chief Secretary, subject to the contrc?I of
the Territorial Department. Two daftries and a farash were apppmted
for the care and upkeep of the records which were deposited in the
General Record Office by the Secretariat Departments. '

In 1860 the Civil Auditor of the Presidency made a suggestion to
the Finance Commission for the destruction of all useless records in
Government offices at Calcutta. The Commission. regommended the
formation of an Expert Committee for the examination of the old
records in the different Government offices, the weefimg of papers
having no statistical or historical value, and preservation of ?he rést
in a General Record Room. In Government' of India Fmaqcml
Department Resolution No. 5177 dated 19-Apr11. 1861 a Commlttee;
of 3 members was appointed for ‘‘superintending the .scheme o
destruction of useless records in Public offices and arranging fgr thg
papers selected for preservation (being)v bound and -catalogr.xe}:1 : ar;o
placed in a separate record room accessible Fo all' persons les 11ng
consult them”. In 1862 the Records Committee issued a c1rct} ar to
the Divisional Commissioners enquiring about the papers r?gardlng ?he
old factories of the East India Company within their respective
jurisdiction with a view to their removal to Calcutta, and recommcrigzc;
the calendaring of all proceedings in different departments. ‘In >
the Records Committee recommended  the concentrat&(i)n gf
the papers selected for preservation in some permanent O é::rsltral
record under responsible Record Keepers instead of a :
Muniment Room, with some stringent rules ‘for the protection
of valuable records, re-casting and printing of indcxs:s to 'the proceledxpgs,
and for printing the general letters and printing by individuals se CCthSS
from records for sale below cost price. Arrapgements were to be
made for the revision of the indexes to proceedings, and also for.the
printing of these indexes. and of the general letters and of selections
from records. In lieu of a Central Muniment Rqom they regomfnended
a Government Library to be formed with copies of publlgatlons on
records. The heads of offices were asked to state the period up to
which they required their records for current work so that the older
records could be removed to the Permanent Offices of Record or
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destroyed if they were of no value. The Local Government did not
accept the plan of the Permanent Offices of Record. In 1901 at the
instance of Mr. S. C. Hill, Officer-in-Charge of the Records of the
Government of India, the particulars of the pre-1800 records at the
District headquarters were obtained from the Divisional Commissioners
with a view to their centralisation.

In Hill’s Memorandum dated 21 “July 1902, prepared at the
request of the India Office, the unsatisfactory state of the records in
the Record Rooms at the three Presidency towns was noticed, and
the centralisation of the Company’s records in a single building
constructed on scientific principles at each of the Presidency towns
was advocated. In case the proposal was not acceptable on grounds
of cost and the absence of indigenous historical interest, it was pro-
posed to prepare a list of the collections in each province to enable
the India Office to examine their nature and to remove to England
the originals where copies did not exist in the India Office, substituting
printed copies for use in India. In the light of the recommendations
made in the memorandum, the Local Government appointed Mr. A. P.
Muddiman, 1.C.S.. as special officer to examine and select the records
to be destroyed and also those which were to be printed with a table
of contents and an index. Besides this, the Government expressed the
view that the revival of the Record Commission of 1861-69 was
desirable to save many petty references to them.

Mr. Muddiman was on special duty from 16 February 1904 to
28 June 1904. He made a survey of the pre-mutiny records in the
Secretariat, the Board of Revenue and selected District Record Rooms,
prepared notes on the records therein, made selections of the documents
to be printed and to be presented to the Victoria Memorial Hall for
exhibition, made lists of the proceedings volumes and manuscript
indexes for the purpose of classifying the papers and compiling a reliable
catalogue, and the revenue proceedings of the Murshidabad Council
and the earliest letter copy books of Chittagong, Dacca and Midnapore.
In his report dated 9 March 1905 he recommended the amalgamation
of the pre-mutiny records of the Secretariat and the Board of Revenue
and wanted them to be made accessible for purposes of research. In
Government of India, Home Department, letter No. 213 dated 28
January 1905 some directions drawn up by Mr. Wilson, the Officer-in-
Charge of the Records of the Government of India, for the storage,
arrangement and preservation of Government records were circulated.
These were given effect to in the Provincial record rooms and it was
observed that the press-listing and calendaring of historical records
were preferable to extenso printing and that non-current records should
not be destroyed.
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Mr. S. R. Hignell, who was on special duty from 1 April 1905
to 22 May 1905, had useless papers and duplicates sgrted out for
destruction. Mr. F. B. Bradley Birt was next on special duty from
2 January 1907 to 1 April 1907. He recommended rejarrangcmex}t
of the racks in the Secretariat Record Room so as to. give more air
and light, flattening of old files, compilation of a printed catalogue
and preparation of skeleton subject indexes, and he prepared 2 volumes
of press-lists of revenue records. It was now apparent to the Local
Government that a whole-time Officer-in-Charge for the Record Room
was essential for some length of time to have the vast programme
of work carried through and a definite scheme prepareq. The
permanent staff of the Secretariat Record Room then consxstf:d .of
only a lower division assistant called the Record Keeper, a junior
assistant called the Assistant Record Keeper, 9 record suppliers and
6 peons. Sj. Srinath Chakraborty, the then Assnsta-nt Manager of Forrnii
was appointed on special duty for the Fe-orgamzat.u.)n of the Re.:cc')r
Room on 15 January 1909 and he was given n addlt%on to the exxstl_ng
personnel a temporary staff of 10 clerks, 1 steno-typist aqd 2 daftries.
After 4 months the Special Officer’s work was examined by .Mr.
McAlpin and on his recommendation the temporary staff was re.tamec;
for the examination and arrangement of records and consolidation o
indexes for the period 1859-1908. The permanen't post of a Keeper
of Records was created from 15 January 1910 with the Govemmendt
of. India’s sanction. The post of the Assistant Keeper was upgl:aded
and an experienced assistant of Imperial Records' Department appointe
The rules for the management of the Secretariat Record Room were
framed after the rules of the Imperial Records Departrpent and it 1wa;
laid down that the Kegper should work under the dlrect.contr;) ﬂ(:e
the Under-Secretary, Political Department. As the question ot he
amalgamation of the pre-mutiny records of _the Loc‘all Governm&?n w as
those of the Government of India was still pendmg,. no fac:tlon w s
taken to centralise those records and make t'hen'l acces§1ble hor resez:'rcn
purposes. The Government of India at this time ralsei t e1 qlrl:is 1:})16
of the amalgamation of the non-curlréant ']Ei‘;oiisc ;fth(:sem(:;Zmareplied

ment over 10 years old. 1 : nt .
i(ilenlgallll Ciﬁ;/:: r:lhe Provincial records being required fo(r; admmlstiatlve
purposés, their removal from! the control of _the Local .ovclrnmfﬁ ;;vas
impracticable, that the proposed amalgamation would lmv? vlz e os;
of local interest and local knowledge, and that theh.oca. Ieeper cc;s
Records was perfectly competent to loqk after the 1stor(11cz? re?:h
and make them accessible to students with the help and a vmefoI d.e
Imperial Records Officer. The proposal of the Government o tn 1;
was dropped. The pre-mutiny records of the Local Goyernmen an

31 Dte of Archives/57
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the Board of Revenue were amaigamated in 1915 and deposited in
Blocks IV & V of Writers’” Buildings which came to form the Bengal
Historical Record Room.  Rev. W. K. Firminger was authorised (0
edit selections from District records and in 1913 a temporary staff
of 4 assistants was entertained for the compilation of press-ists .of the
earlicst revenue records.  In Public  (Records) Despatch  dated 14
February 1913 it was suggested that the calendaring of historical records,
which according to the Royal Commission on Public Records of
England and Wales was too slow, too elaborate and too costly, shouid
not be taken up till the report of an Advisory Committee appointed
by the Master of the Roils was available. In Public (Records) Des-
paich dated 28 November 1913 it was stated that the said Advisory
Comrmnittec wouid not lay down any general rules for calendaring and
that exch class of documents should be considered on its own merits.
In 1914 the Press-list Section was made permanent and the following
year an additional staff of 6 assistants, 1 daftri, 2 jamadars, 2 peons,
8 farashes, 1 daftri tor the post-mutiny records was made permanent.

At the same time the number of records. suppliers was reduced from
9to 6.

In 1916, in pursuance of the Memorandum of Sir William Foster
on the Second Report of the Royal Commission on Public Records,
the Government of India laid down that in all Government publications
the names and addresses of the agents in India and abroad should be
printed on the back of the half title, that the press-lists should
approximate to a descriptive catalogue or inventory of the records. that
an index should be prepared simultaneously with the pressdists, and

. that calendaring should in no way interfere with the more important
work of presslisting. A copy of the instructions drawn up by the
Officer-in-Charge of the Records of the Government of Indja regarding
indexing was circulated, and the preparation of a catalogue of the
District Record Rooms and the printing of the older District records
were recommended. A detailed catalogue or inventory of the pre-mutiny
records of the Secretariat was accordingly prepared and printed for
official use. In 1919 the Government of India decided in consultation
with the Local Governments and in the light of the recommendations
of the Royal Commission on Public Records of England and Wales
that the best method of making the records accessible to the public
would be the preparation of a list of the volumes and bundies contained
in the Record Offices and of a descriptive  hand-book to
their general contents, and the calendaring or reprinting in full of
certain specified classes of documents. Greater attention was also
to be devoted to maintain the manuscript indexes and complete them
wherever necessary. The records to be calendared were to be
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determined by .the Indian Historical Records Commission?, whi‘ch was
constituted at the same time. Only pre-1702 records and those likely to
perish very soon were to be printed in extenso. It was also
recommended that the publications of ‘the different Record Offices
should be freely exchanged. It was further proposed that -the rules
governing the public use and inspection of records be brought to the
notice of the Professors of History, and that annual reports of the Record
Offices should be submitted 1o the Local Governments.‘ The same yfear
the temporary staff engaged in 1917 for the re-organization of pre-mutiny
records and the staff for the printing of records were made permanf:nt..
In 1922 an abstract catalogue of the pre-mutiny records was compiled

and published. .
In 1920 the Indian Historical Records Commission recom;n]e)rlldec{
the calendaring of the General Letters to and from the Court oI d1recS
tors. But the Local Government decided to prepare Select nl.e;(ed
to General Letters of the different Departments, which were pub’ is le1
in 1925-27. The activities of the Records Ofﬁce }.1.ad to be materia Z
curtailed from 1924 owing to the drastic reduction in stai.i as a measuzr
of curtailment of State expenditure-and it was not .possible to ;ecoyre
the retrenched posts till 1939. The Search Room Bules, WhlfC RweB
framed in 1919, were revised in 1927 on the advice of Prof. d -
Ramsbotham, the first Hony. Adviser on Records. In 1926 the;n 1a211
Historical Records Commission recommended that the Bengal' hecora X
Office should resume press-listing of Revenue Records, wh1ct W
thereafter carried on slowly with the depleted staff as oppor (tilmgl
offered. In 1935 an abstract catalogue of the post-mutiny records

‘this Record Office was prepared and printed for official use. In 1937

ared and printed.
narrative abstracts of the General Letters were prep t
In 1939 a catalogue of books in the Record Office L1brf:1ry was co(;npllic:
and printed, and work on a Hand-book of pre-Mutiny Records w.

.continued.

On the outbreak of war the work of the Record Office was slowed
down and the pre-mutiny records were removed to Berhan:glc;re iasn aa;
measure of precaution against ait raids. An ad-hoc ’Bzx.lga H'etgo' ;
Records Survey Committee was constituted by thg Indian ;s oera :
Records Commission on the teminati?n o.f the. war for the ex§ I?iratlon
and preservation of historical manuscrlpts. in private custody. 8 wi:
replaced by a permanent Committee appomt.ed, by the State Govermln: !
in July 1951. The Hand-book of pre—Mutln_y Repord§ was com;;ﬁe ;
in 1945 by Mr. M. M. Stuart, L.C.S., and it was printed for offici

use after the partition of Bengal.
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In October 1951 the administrative control of the Record Office
was transferred from the Home Department to the Education Depart-
ment with a view to re-organize the Office on modern lines.

In  1953-54 the pre-mutiny records were brought back from
Berhampore to Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta. The Regional Committee
has undertaken to edit selections from the District records and to compile

a descriptive list of the Sadr Diwani, Sadr Nizamat and Supreme Court
records.

The question of developing the Secretariat Record Office into a
. Central Record Office with the non-current records of the High Court,

Departments of Government, Districts, Divisional and Sub-divisional
offices is under consideration.

It now remains to give an account of the important collections of
records preserved in this repository. This may begin with the oldest
series, i.e. the Persian sqnads and parwanas. These were issued by
Asaf Khan, Vazir of the Mughal Empire  (1617-27); Mir
Jumla (Muazzam Khan), Subadar of Bengal (1660-64); Asafud-
Daulah  (Asad  Khan), Vakil-i-Mutlag  (Agent  General) to
Emperor Bahadur Shah (1707-12); Qamrud-Din Husain Khan, Nizamul-
Mulk Asaf Jah and Abul Mansur Khan, Vazirs under Emperor
Muhammad Shah (1719-48); Alaud-Daulah Nasir Jang Jafar Khan Nusari
alias Murshid Kuli Khan, Diwan (L701), Naib Nazim (1707) and Nazim
(1713); Shujaud-Daulah Asad Jang Shujaud-Din Muhammad Khan, Naib
Nazim (1713-24) and Nazim (1725); Alaud-Daulah Sarfaraz Khan, Nazim
(1739); Mahabat Jang Alivardi Khan, Nazim (1740-56); Sirajud-Daulah,
Neib  Nazim (1754-56) and Nazim (1756-57); Mir Muhammad Jafar
Khan, Nawab Nazim (1757-60 and 1763-65); Mir Muhammad Jafar
Khan’s son Mir Sadiq Ali Khan (Miran); Mir Muhammad Kasim Khan,
Nawab Nazim (1760-63), Najmud-Daulah (Najmud-Din Alj Khan),
Nawab Nazim (1765); Saifud-Daulah (Najabat Ali Khan), Nawab Nazim
(1766-70); Mubarakud-Daulah (Mubarak Alj Khan), Nawab Nazim.

(1770); Nawab Muzaffar Jang (Syed Muhammad Riza Khan), Naib
Nazim (1765-70) and Naib Diwan (1770).

There are also 32 bundles of original Kabuliyats, kistbandies,
surety  bonds, ikrarnamas, tip-patras (hand notes),
rozina and amdani papers
zamindars and talukdars payi
the period 1067-1247 BS. T

daul-bandobasts,
in Persian and Bengali executed by
ng revenue direct to the Khalisa during
here are some original sanads in Persian
assigning rent from lands to charitable purposes during the period from
1154 to 1251 Hijri. There are 95 volumes of Baze Zamin Sanad

Registers containing copies of sanads for Brahmottara, Mohturan, Piran,
Chiraghi lands etc.
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There are also 10 bundles of original Dutch pattas relating to

i lumes of
3 lands at Chinsurah from 1702 to 1827, and 75 vo
bvee‘rth?c]ﬁlz}roicci;ds of the Danish Government of Fredericksnagore

1804 to 1845.
(Sera’rli‘lllxjizrz)fﬁfcrgnl:as8preserved 202 volumes of General Letters to the
Court of Directors and 129 volumes from tl_le Court. Of these,
Commercial General Letters from the Court of Directors are .tf'le oldfest
dating from 1765. The Revenue series dates from 1.77’.7, Judicial ser;es
fromv1793, Public or General from 1835, Ecclesiastical from 1836,
Railways from 1845, Public Works from 1856. . '

The capture of Calcutta by Sirajud-DaulaIfm in 1756 impressed upf)tn
the Governor and those members who had retired to _Falta the necesv?ti'1
of maintaining secrecy over transactions of a Polltlcal nature. b; "
this end in view, they formed a Secret Committee of fqur mer'r;1 lro
which sat for the first time on 22 August 17.?6 and cox}tmued ti x
December 1756. In the meantime, the impending war w1t‘I‘1 France o
the Court of Directors to appoint a Select _Commxttee to trigsthe
affairs with the country Government, neighPourmg powers, also “;i (e
French, Dutch and other Europeans and in general to take suc fmthe
sures as shall best conduce to the pro'tectlon ar,x’d prcservatxo.rtlt(; he
Compaay'’s estates, rights and privileges in Bengal . The C'om};r:n e;l oo
sisted of the President, the Commander-in-Chief when in . Ii ! and
three senior members of the Council. It replaced the Secret1 76o2 e
and continued from 21 February 1757 to 28 December 1 1.7 .
office has the proceedings volumes of the Select Committee fo .

Immediately after the Battle of Plassey the district oi %tﬂzng;as
was given to Robert Clive, and in 1760 the districts o I 1765 t}i:,
Burdwan and Midnapore were ceded to the Co.mpan)l'i 'dr:ant at the
Chief of the factory at Cossimbazar was aPpomt-edJ ferSl There are
Durbar according to the terms of a treaty wn'th Mir da 31 . cupervisors
3 volumes of Letter Copy Books of the Resident arll eLettI::r Copy
on revenue matters from 1769 to 1772. There is also afor 1765-66.
Book of the Chief of the factory at Pam%ll was divided
In the meantime the business of the CO'{,';I-C’ Department was
into two departments—Public and Secr;t. . The Pu :xces [;ortiﬁcations
to carry on affairs relating fo shipping, revenas ’res nsibler fo;
appointments, etc., whilet thi Ofrc:sr;(tm]d):g:ertlgsgtag transs::)tions with

oF countr

:Tlgl?;zng?r:év:zments. yBoth the departments were ux;gzrs ﬂ::l satnﬁ:
Sty The St Deprmt v, S0,
) . ord Clive as Presi . o,
2?:}(:1:8?;:;:;;’; military forces, and the Select .Coxr{mlttzgsrgsurt?:;w;
with five members. After the grant of the Diwani, a di
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work between the Committee and the Council was made. The former
was .to make treaties, negotiations and alliances, and direct cverything
relating to war, defence, military affairs, settlement of revenucs and their
collgction and correspondence with country powers; and the latter was
to direct investments, manage Calcutta lands and parganas and collect
the revenues of Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittz;gong. In 1768 the
C(')L.mcﬂ was vested with the sole power to conclude treaties, direct
military affairs, and control all disbursements of money. The Council
was to form itself into a Secret Department on all occasions where
secrecy was requisite. The powers of the Select Committee were further
defined in 1768 and it was uitimately dissoived in 1774. There was
a1§q a Secret and Separate Department to deal with special questions
arising from time to time which continued from 1761 to 1811. There
was fu'rther a Secret Department of Inspection created by the Select
Committee with the object of enquiring into the state of the several
deparm}ents and propose reforms. It was also known as the Board of
Inspection and came in 1786 to be known as Secret Department of
Reform. From 1788 to August 1790 it was called Secret and Separate
Depart.ment‘ The Secretariat Record office has 3 volumes of the Select
Committee proceedings for 1766, 1767 and 1770.

In 1770 a Controlling Council of Revenue succeeded the Chief at
Patna .and the Resident at Murshidabad. 1In 1771 the Controlling
Council of Revenue was formed by order of the Court of Directors
at Calcutta with the President and four members. In 1772 the Fort
William Council formed itself into a Council of Revenue, which super-
seded the Controlling Council. In 1771 the Directors had decided that the
Compan){ should stand forth as the Diwan, and the Governor formed
a Committee of the Council with four members to settle the land
revenugof the various districts on the spot. This was known as the
Committee of Circuit and worked during 1772-73. A quinquennial
se‘ttlt?ment of revenue was made, and collectors were appointed in each
district to supervise both the revenue and judicial administration. AS
the arrangement did not prove satisfactory, six Provincial Counc;ils of
Revenye were created in 1773 at Calcutta, Dacca, Dinajpur, Patna,
Mur§h1dabad and Burdwan. In 1781 the Provincial ‘Counc,ils were
abolished-and a Committee of Revenue was set up in Calcutta which
eventually was made the Board of Revenue in 1786. This office has
complete records of these revenue agencies.

From 1775 revenue matters were dealt with by the Governor General

in Council in the Revenue Department. From 1790 a separate branch '

for judicial matters was started and proceedings for salt,” opium and

customs were kept separate till 1793 when the Judicial Department
was created and salt, opium and customs were transferred from the

- the years 1855-56. Marine matters
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Board of Revenue to the Board of Trade under the Public (or General)
Department. There are also separate proceedings for Sair (1790-1805),
Wards (1790-1805), Grain (1794-1803) and Mint (1795-1805). These
were combined in the same series from 1805. In 1809 Customs was
transferred to the Board of Revenue. There are Khalisa rzoceedings
from 1776 to 1780. In 1815 the Departments of Revenue, Finance and
Separate Revenue were combined into the Territorial Department which
continued up to 1834 when Finance was transferred to the General

Depariment.

In 1828 Miscellaneous Revenue Proceedings concerning irrigation,
roads, bridges, abkari etc., were staried, and they continued till 1841.
In 1839 the Government of Beugal took over the revenue and judicial
administration of Upper Assam excluding the Government Tea Tracts,
and the Tea Tracts were transferred to the Government of Bengal in
1840.  Proceedings concerning these areas are to be found in the
repository.

Tn the Judicial Department created in 1793 separate proceedings
were kept till 1816 for civil and criminal justice and later separate
proceedings were kept for the Western and the Lower Provinces. In
1841 the proceedings were combined to form one series. The Genefal
proceedings of the Local Government start from 1834 and deal with
education, emigration, post office, medical matters, and political
affairs. 'The Ecclesiastical proceedings also start from 1834.
Education proceedings were separated in 1842. The Polit'ica}
proceedings were separate from 1834 to 1844. Financial proceedings
of the Local Government start from 1857. Prior to this the Government
of India controlled the financial operations of Bengal. Public Works
proceedings start from 1854 as also those of the Chief Engineer, Lower
Provinces. Railway proceedings were separate from 1845 to 1855 and
then merged in the proceedings of the Pu‘oli.c Works Department.
Proceedings for Revenue, Public Works and Judicial were separate for
were dealt with in the General
Department till 1838 when Marine proceedings were separated.

The proceedings . of the Board of Revenue congtitut?d ip 1'786
are the"most important for students of social and economic history of
Bengal. From 1788 the Board had separate proceedlpgs for Land
Revenue, Miscellaneous Revenue, Salt, Customs and Opium. In 1790
Customs, Salt and Opium were transferred to the Board of Trade and
separate proceedings started for Sair, Judicial matters, etc. In 1‘8'22‘
three Boards of Revenue, one each for the Lower, Western and Central
Provinces, were constituted and Bhagalpur and Purnea - districts were
transferred to the Board of Commissioners for Bibar and Banaras.
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By Regulation | of 1829 the three Boards of Revenue were
replaced by Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit acting in their
revenue capacity under a Sadr or Chief Board of Revenue for the
whole Presidency.  These changes took effect from | March 1829.
After that date the Members of the Sadr Board on  deputation
administered the Upper or North-Western Provinces and recorded their
proceedings separately.  Regulation X of 1831, which came into force
on | January (832, complcted the separation by establishing a Sadr
Board of Revenue for the North-Western Provinces at Allahabad.
Thereafter the Sadr Board at Calcutta was concerned only with the
Lower Provinces. In 1850, by Act 44 of 1850, the Sadr Board of
Revenue absorbed the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium and was
afterwards known as the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces.

There were Police proceedings of the Board of Revenue from 1794
to 1797 in connection with the assessment and collection of the annual
Police tax, Post Office procecdings from 1820 to 1829, Sundarbans
proceedings from 1825 to 1829, Setilement proceedings from 1837 to
1843 and the proceedings of deputations to Pataspur (Calcutta) in 1813-
14, to Murshidabad in 1824, Chittagong in 1840, Cherapunji in 1857-59,
Western Provinces in 1829 and to Bauleah (Rajshahi) in 1834-35. There
are 3 volumes of the Controlliing Committee of Commerce proceedings
for 1771-73 and 2 volumes of the Board of Customs for 1773-85.
The next imporiant proceedings are of the Board of Trade, 1774-
1835. The Board kept separate proceedings for Customs for the period
1793-1809, for Salt for the period 1793-1819, Opium for the period
1793-1819, Hemp for the period 1801-15 and Indigo for the period
1811-12. There was a Board of Customs, Salt and Opium for the period
1819-50. There is a bundle of records of the Board of Commissioners.
Ceded Provinces of -Banaras and Allahabad, 1801-03. The Board of
Revenue had separate proceedings for the Ceded and Conquered
Provinces, 1803-10. There are also the proceedings of the Commissioners
in Bihar and Banaras, 18]6-22.

In 1823 a General Committee of Public Instruction was constituted

in pursuance of Territorial Department Resolution dated 17 July 1823
for ascertaining the state of education in the Bengal Presidency and for
suggesting measures for the better instruction of the people. The
Education Department took over the general and financial business
of the Committee in 1842 and the Committee was maintained as a
Council of Education under the General Department. The proceedings
of the Committee throw considerable light on the state of education in
schools and colleges during this period.

There is a volume of printed proceedings of the Governors of the
Native Hospital dated 20 May 1835 relative to the establishment of
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a Fever Hospital for the relief of the natives together with notes
refating to the state of Calcutta and its suburbs, and 5 volumes of 'the
roceedings of 1835-40 of the General Committee of the.Fever Hos‘pxtal
and Municipal Improvements. The Committee subm}tted a p.rmtcd
report on 7 January 1840 with 6 appendices. The Commuttee considered
the question of drainage of the salt water lakes near Calcutta.

There are 13 volumes of correspondence of the Railway
Commissioner appointed in 1853 for the purchase of lands required for
the East India Railway.

By Revenue Department Resolution dated 1 Fe‘pruary 1334 a
Committee was constituted by the Governor General in Councd. for
the introduction of tea cultivation in India. Seed, as also persons skllleq
in the culture and manufacture of tea came from China. The experi-
mental establishment was made over to the Assam Tea Company in
1840. This office has 8 volumes of records of this Committee.

There are 33 volumes of records of the Controller of Sprveys,
1851-55. On the recommendation of the Committee of Clr.CUIt the
Khalisa or the head revenue office was removed from Murshidabad .to
Calcutta in September 1772. The arrangement was that the. I'(halz_sa
should consist of a member of the Council, each . member sutm{g in
rotation, to be entitled Superintendent of the Khalisa, together with a

native officer with the title of Ray Rayan. The duties of this body con-

sisted in receiving and examining accoux.lts transmitted Ifom all over
Bengal, in comparing remittances with chalans, _in realising
revenue from farmers who had the privilege of paying reven'ue.at
Calcutta, and in preparing grants and sanads, etc. Qn the constltuugl;
of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta in Nov_ember 17 f
it was thought unnecessary to retain the post c?f the Supermtendentbo
the Khalisa. But in the Revenue Board’s proceedings, datfed 23 Decem er
1774, it was considered inconvenient to do away with the Khalisa
entirely and Warren Hastings proposed the creation of a new ofﬁier ;(;
be called Superintendent of the Khalf'sa Records. His Pr.OP‘?Si‘ :vnd
accepted with slight modifications. This officer had to enquire tm onder
submit reports on petitions for the Revenue Department u
instructions dated 14 January 1775. ‘

On the formation of the Committee of Revenue in 178'1 the oﬂi;e
of the Superintendent of the Khalisa Records was abolished. ‘T e
revenue functions of the Khalisa were taken over -by the Cox.n.mlttec,
while the duties of the Superintendent, viz., the mak.mg of enquiries and
the preparation of reports on petitions were .continued by the dfm?(;
called Preparer of Reports for the Revenue Department who a.\d ess
his letters from the Khalisa. This office of the Preparer of Reports
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for the Revenue Department, created in February 1781, was abolished
from 1 May 1793 according to the Judicial Department Resolution of
29 March 1793. From June 1786. when the Board of Revenue was
established he corresponded with the Board.

There are 3 volumes of records of the Commissioner of Law-suits
(1777-79) for the preparation of materials for the Company’s Attorney
and Standing Council.

There are 9 bundles of records of the Committee of Grain
constituted by thc Committee of Revenue in pursuance of General
Department letter dated 16 October 1773 to superintend and regulate
the sale, distribution and price of grain throughout the Company’s
Provinces during the period of scarcity. There are- 31 volumes of
records of the Clerk and Inspector of Public Granaries, 1795-1813.

There are 19 volumes of records of thc Controller of Salt, 1780-81
and Controller of Salt Districts, 1781-93.

There are 51 volumes of records of the Presidency Committee of
Records, 1820-29.

There are 33 volumes of ‘Decision Books’ of the Special
Commissioners, 1829-53, for the speedy disposal of appeals from the
decisions of revenue authoritics in case of default in payment -of
revenue.

There are records of the Sundarbans Commissioner for the period
1829-58 regarding the reclamation of the Sundarbans in Presidency
Division.

There are 8 Copy-Books of letters of the Superintendent of the

Salt Chauki, Calcutta, 1831-58 and 182 volumes of the Controller of
Salt Chaukis, 1846-48.

. There is one volume of records of the Reporter of External

Commerce under the Board of Trade, 1802-19. There is also a volume
of General Report of the Reporter of External Commerce to the
Governor of Fort St. George. .

There are 10 volumes of the weekly publication of the Exchange
Committee containing the price-current of the staple articles of Bengal,
Chipa, Java, Sumatra, Malabar Coast, Persian Gulf, Europe and
America, 1820-58.

The account given above will give an idea of the wealth of materials
in the West Bengal Secretariat Record Office on which research may
be undertaken by students of history.

G. N. CHANDRA

‘ HENRY
0 ROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF
SELLCTION%UESELL WITH N. B. EDMONSTONE*

(1) Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonsione, Sutton Park, 3 January 1824

“My dear Sir, o
I set too much value on your good opinion to rer’nam §;lent
when my claims to it are arraigneq. I have seen I‘:\(liam sat I\}/,I{ug::tre:
suspending Sotheby; and the questions proposed to a.merdt 3; "
abad. As far as I am concerned, I regret that Palmer hesitated to an wd
them. Neither in that not in any other instance, does my condu?t' stan
in need of concealment. I have nothing to fear but from perve1sll(on or
exaggeration. [ desire only that the facts qf my conduct niay. beWhrilé)}wlvrlx
as they occurred, and that I may not be judged by even s1 in
had no share, and over which I could have had no controul.

Soon after 1 went to Hyderabad, now 13 years ago, I pl(';lcel:)d a
sum of Money in the hands of Mr. .S. H. Rugsell, wl;)o ha | ee(ril
with the Madras Engineers, an old fnend_ of mine, to be emp oyzed
by him for me. In so doing the thought of .1mproprLer never suggc:ee;e
itself to my mind. I conceived, as he dxc_l, that his ct?r;lcelrfnsas vere
personal and private, and that he was acting on my ?1 ;:h_, s on
private friend acts for another. He and Palmer manage j }:S. i m)rr
together, and it never entered into my contemplation, orh eflr ,ts ag.
could it have entered into that of anybody who kpew t et ?}iem é
they then existed, that their situation was such as to confstltu 1e:1 them &
house of business. There was nofpr}cl)Ject séifﬁ,ngslzﬁcfn ;recsi‘il;mg WhiCh,
no plan or agreement; nor any of the €o O e have
belong to a regular establishment. Had there been, or ol e
forescen that such an establishment was to be the ultimate resuf,
wcfjfl have been impossible for me to ha\l/te theh ;r;lositt rzr;otgcgiitxc;?;tu;ﬁ
in it. The progress towards this result, W . W
slow as to bg inglperceptible, especially to me,. who knz\g \I;lv(;lt:lr:liv:f
the transactions in which their money was laid out, 2

saw a book, or an Account, or thought of making a single inquiry on

j id see that their concerns were assuming
the Subject. When however Idid s ¢ O e abruptrcs

such a shape, 1 determined to withdraw my m

wi:h 3v.ljichp1 did so produced a rupture with Palmer and Mr. 'llhlsse:l’
which was never made up. It was then only that Palmer resolved c;
set up regularly in business; and establishment was then for the firs

time framed by him; a deed of copartnership was entered into; our

respone - of Henry Russell, The
is | § ' talment of the correspondence o e
wli:ﬁ;i{::lrg;tg f;};)pi:asred in The Indian Archives _VOL;VHI’ 1“'105' .1' ‘2 and

Vol. IX' Nos. 1, 2.
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Govt. was applied to to sanction their concerns ; and all those arrange-
X::ints were made which belong to the formation of a house of business.
a an’1 tzflk? of a secret understanding and systematic league between the
csiaency and the house. 1 most solemnly deny the charge. Where
h‘as ‘thc colour of a pretext for it been discovered 2 There ls not one
singie act of my public conduct which can be referred to such\a Source
The Mc.mbcrs of the House were surcly the most competent judges oi’
my sentu_nents and proceedings towards them. Far from lookin gL{ on
me as friendly to their transactions, they considered me as '1bglurt)1
?osule to them; and Palmer forined his connexion with Sir W ‘R;(:nbglc);
f(?r the cx'press purpose gf counteracting the opposition he apprehended
rom me, and s.trcngthenmg the house with the interest of Lord Hastings
My r‘upturc with Palmer and the hostility he attributed to m“\ \\"ié
il()t’grmus at Hyderabad. They were known to the Minister aLnl [he
WNaiives gcncmlly, as well as to the Members of our Sc;cie{ (Th
were IO.p1.CS of common conversation. Palmer himself was c)(; St Sy
901np]axixrng of my counter action, and every stép b ‘whic[;s ‘:;;’i)l{
interests were advanced. was taken without any conc;:rt ywith m]e a;d
u:xdc?r. the influence of a power above the reach of my controul‘ The
P;;xcllon‘ of (Govt. to-the original establishment was obtained by'JOhn
b rfner in thlcutta wnthput my knowledge even; it was only as a matter
th;)rfge tDz:)tC J:]e (:ﬁicutnl papers afterwards passed through me; and
o Nizam’:ncwas procured by .them, legalising their transactions
o ' O'V‘t.', the .Memona] of the House was written in
tg ‘pf.trt Y Lord H.dstmgs himself and was afterwards communicated
0(:1 r;::, in his Lordship’s own hflnCI.WI'iting. It may be alleged that 1
ght to he'lve foreseen the objectionable influence which the House
\I)vas to acquire, a'nd that_I ought to have opposed it in its origin. Though
deriizgalnlgomdld thgbjeccton r:o . the ifnﬁuence which the houose
. exion of one of the tners
with  the Gov. Gen. and did evervthi i e
tg confine it to its proper channel, I didYtr}:)lt]gforé:ee g:z pO‘l*_/z:
ilrcumstances,whigh were eventually to arise. Even if they h:;cgclen
tgre;::::erll)ty :;::,’n\?th I\;Vh}:\l/;e:halrflce of 1s1uccess could T have undertaken
. 7 ctcalte, with all the advantages of actual
experience on his side, failed in his opposition while Lord ings
tr;:lr?i;-!ned in I‘ndxa, what could I have done, with no other arlzjri:;ngts
ose derived from speculation and predicted evil ?

o b[e :na\:b'l::lrg that my conduct in the instance of the last Loan
o »3: cd to. If 1t.had been known what my conduct in that
pass 1e sh}; ) as,h a dnffer.ent Judgmentf would have been formed of it. I
Wheno? ew atever_vm the .formatlon or advancement of that project.

n the Papers relating to it were officially transmitted to me by the
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Minister, with an earnest entreaty for my Support, I refused even to
forward them to Govt. The communication was then made directly
to Lord Hastings, and he desired that the papers should be transmitted
to Calcutta. It was for his Lordship, and not for me, to determine
whether he would or would not give the Sanction which was required
of him. The Act was one which belonged exclusively to the Authority
of Govt., and it would have been a violation of my duty to refuse
compliance with the desire of the Gov. Gen. that 1 would lay before
him a set of official papers which were intended for his consideration.
With the Merits or Particulars of the Loan, be they what they may,
I have to this day no acquaintance, but what 1 derived from the Papers
which passed through me Officially. The Measure was still recent,
and I believe incomplete, when I quitted Hyderabad; and if as I
have recently heard. the Loan has proved in its real effect to be
different from jts professed Conditions, 1  can only
most Solemnly protest that any such difference was utterly
unknown to me. The Minister, I thought might safely be trusted
with the Management of his own affairs; and I never could have
suspected that he would be a party to a measure, of which the operation
was to be injurious to  himself.  As long as  the
Minister was disposed to borrow, and the House was disposed
to lend, neither of them making any complaint of the other, I could
not arrive at a knowledge of the details of their transactions, without
a constant inquisition, which, even if it had been practicable, I' should
not have felt myself justified in exercising. I am not responsxble for
the existence of a house, which grew up under a protection superior
to my authority, nor for the conduct of affairs with.which 1 neither
had nor have any acquaintance. But notwithstanding all that has
since occurred, and all the feelings which now prevail on the subject,
I still maintain that a mercantile establishment, framed and conducted
on the principles which this House originally professegl, would have
been beneficial both to the Nizam’s Govi. and to the interest of our
own Commerce. In one memorable instance, even where I thought
our own honour and security were at stake, I have been censured

for interfering too much with the authority of the Nizam’; Govt.; it
posite standard, and

now appears that T am to be measured by an op
censured for not interfering where we had nothing at stake.

Before a contrast is drawn, to my detriment, bet\n{een my measures
and those of my successor, it is only just to consider whether the

state of circumstances which has occasioned his measures, had any

existence when 1 was called upon to act. T protest most peremptorily
ders having grown up under me,

against any allegation of the disor . : ‘
while the remedies were left to be applied by him. In the very last
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despatch which Sydenham wrote to Lord Minto, he stated his conviction
‘that during the reign of the present Nizam no improvement could
be cxpected, unless the administration of the Country were placed
under the control of the Resideat; that the disorders of the present
Govt. were o deeply rooted and too widely extended to admit of
any partial reform, and that it was therefore unfortunate, that the
only effectual remedy that could be applied, should be so much at
variance with our Views and Policy’. This then was the rccorded
condition of the Nizam’s alfairs when 1 was appointed to the Residency.
Disorders of such a character arc never stationary. They are progressive
in their very nature; and far from admitting that their increase was
promoted by my measures, I have aiways considered myself entitled to
merit for holding the Govt. together as I did, and making its resources
efficiently applicable to the purposes of our ailiance. Notwithstanding
its decrepit condition, 1 contrived to raise and equip the first military
Force it had cver had, worthy of the name; and 1 not only kept it
faithful to its engagements with us, but at a crisis the most momentous
to our interests, I enabled it for the first time, to take an active and
vigorous share in the War, and to contribute in many essential instances
to its prosperous termination. Among the various Govts. which were
aliied to us when we entered on the operations against the Pindarries,
if ihere was any one more likely than all others to seize the first
opportunity of taking part against us, that one was unquestionably
the Nizam. When the defection of the Paishwah and the Rajah of
Nagpore occurred, our most prominent public officers looked with
alarm towards Hyderabad. It was confidently pronounced that the
Nizam was already a party to the League, and was about to declare
himself openly against us. If he had done so, and if his country and
Troops and Resources had been thrown out of our Scale into that
of the Encmy, I will not assert that the final result of the War would
have been different, but I certainly will say that the duration and
expense and dangers would have been infinitely increased. Let the
conduct of the Nizam’s Govt. during this War be compared with its
conduct in .former Wars, and with the conduct which other Native
Govts. bave at all times pursued towards us; and then let my merits
be tried by the result. My services were not the less valuable, because
they were silent in their progress, and pacific in their effect. "If the
comparison is to be made by those who are conversant with the facts,
I do not fear any contrast between my administration and that of
either my Predecessors or my Successor. It is not true that our Govt.
was kept in ignorance by me of the real condition of the Nizam’s
affairs. 1 omitted no opportunity of exposing the disorders which
prevailed in them, and on two particular occasions exhibited to Lord
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Hastings as strong a picture as could well be drawn of the evils and
abuses which pervaded every branch of the system. It was Sydenham’s
conviction, as it was mine, that our Govt. would never consent to
interfere to the extent, in which only its interference could be effective;
but I promoted the measure of reform as soon as 1 saw a prospect
of its being adopted. My original scheme was founded on the
employment of European Agents to superintend the proceedings of
the Nizam’s local officers. But Metcalfe, who was at that time
Secretary, urged me to abandon it, as one fo which our Govemrpent
would never listen. My object was to promote not the best possible,
but the best practicable plan, and therefore, instead of adhering to
a scheme which T was told would be rejected, I proposed the best
which seemed to be convisteni w.ih ihz choracter and circumstances
of our policy at the time. " hon Mo himself undertook the d}lty,
he discovered the accuracy of my original opinion; and he has since
been obliged to adopt, as the basis of his system, the very measure to

which he objected as a feature in mine.

I have reason to believe that the most exaggerated rumours have
been propagated of the amount of my Fortune, in order to support
the allegations which have been advanced against me. When I quitted
India, I deposited the whole of my Fortune with the Acct. ng. and
Sub. Treasurer, and when the Loan was paid off last year, it was
remitted to me by them in a single Bill on the Clourt] of Dlirectors] for
£85.000. This, I solemnly assure you, is the utmost sum I do, or
ever did possess; and this would not be the limit'_ of the Fortune of
a Resident at Hyderabad, who was desirou§ of making money, and was
not scrupulous as to the means of making it.

I cannot but feel that there is much hardship in the prec_iicamgnt
in which T am placed. My Successor in office, and the Govt. in India,
from whatever causes, and with whatever motives, seemed resolve-d
to heap every sort of allegation upon me; and I fear that thellr
statements have not found unwilling ears in England. Metcalfe, in
the heat of his conflict with Lord Hastings and the House, does not
appear to have considered on whom his blows might fall; and Adarp
and his colleagues, in order to vindicate thems.elves' from = their
acquieséence in his Lordship’s inclinations, are anxious to transfer. as
much of the blame as they can from their own shoulders upon mine.
The proceedings which have been held have b.ex?n secret and
inquisitional. I have had no opportunity of ex.plammg what was
doubtful or denying what was false. Tt is ?nly just no?v that I have
seen the two papers mentioned in the beginning of this letter, and

the knowledge of them even I owe to chance.

AR
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My first anxicty is to prevent you from supposing that 1 have,
in any instance, done that which would deprive me of your friendship
and esteem. My next wish is to consult you as to the course it may
be most advisable for me to pursue; and this I do with the less hesitation
now that you are not actually a Member of the Direction. 1 have
for the last three months been constantly occupied with the tedious
and alarming illness of our only boy, which is still unabated; but
if you will appoint any time when you will be at leisure, I will run
up to Town to see you.

Believe me, my dear Sir, Yours most sincerely,

H. Russell.”

(2) N. B. Edmonstone to H. Russell, Sutton Park, Potton, Bedfordshire,
London, 5 January 1824

“My Dear Russell,

I read your letter (which reached me late at night on the 3rd)
with deep Interest. It is not my intention in this letter to enter into
any detail on the subject. This only I will say that your characte’
and conduct require no vindication with me. I believe both to have
been highly honourable in all situations. I have not had access to
the despatches from India relative to Hyderabad and 1 knew not even
of Adam’s minute till T read your letter. I am therefore very
imperfectly acquainted with the transactions.........

Edmonstone sent Russell’s letter to the Chairman and Deputy
Chairman of the Court of Directors and they came to see him. They
regretted that, according to the rules, they were not allowed to take
any action on other than official documents.”

(3) Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonstone, Sutton Park, 6 January 1824

“My dear Sir,

I thank you for your prompt and friendly attention to my
letter, and for the judicious purpose to which you applied it. If
persons in public stations were always sure that their minds did not
receive any impressions, on one side of a question, except from official
papers, -it would be unquestionably just in them to withhold their
attention from any but official papers on the other side. But as that
cannot be the case, it is unreasonable to tell a man, who is defending
himself, that he must be confined to the strict limits of an official
statement, when private conversation and correspondence, and personal
slander, and common rumour, have all been allowed, in every shape.,

" sort of interest or connection with it directly or indirectly......
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and through every avenue, to operate against him. I have no doubt
however that my letter has had its effect with the Chairman and Deputy,
and that, in the discussions which are about to take place, it will at least
suggest to them the probability that my motives and conduct may have
been very different from those exhibited or insinuated in the official
documents before them. I am very anxious to have an opportunity of
talking the matter over with you, and will go to Town, for the purpose, on
Friday...... »

(4) Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonstone, Sutton Park, 31 January 1824

“There is, I understand, among the official papers at the India
House, a despatch from Metcalfe dated the 28th March, 1823. T have
not seen it, but a friend of mine, who has, tells me that it alleges my
brother to have been connected with Palmer’s house up to the time of
his quitting India. My informant must, I think, be mistaken; but lest
there should be such an allegation in the despatch I am anxious to
repeat the assurance I gave you personally, that my brother stands in
precisely the same circumstances as I do; and that, from the establishment
of Palmer’s house, ten years ago, up to this day, he has not had any

3

(5) N. B. Edmonstone to Henry Russell, London, 17 March 1824

“My dear Russell,

You are not to suppose, because you have not heard from me
on the subject of your concerns that I have been inattentive to them. I
have placed some papers in the hands of several directors...... You are
of course aware that the Hyderabad papers will form a conspicuous (I
may say in the eyes of the public the principal) part of the Documents
embraced by the late Resolution of the Court of Proprietors. Now
that being the case, I do think it of importance that they should be
accompanied by an explanatory and exculpatory statement on your
part...... ”

(6) Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonstone, Sutton Park, 19 March 1824

- “My dear Sir,

I thank you very much for the use you have made of my
papers. What you propose is exactly what I was about to do; and
the purpose, for which I required the papers, was to assist me in drawing
up a statement to go forth at the same time with the documents about .
to be printed at the India house. In doing this, I should be most
materially assisted if I could obtain access to the principal papers to
which I shall have to reply. As they are about to be published, could
4—1 Dte of Archives/57
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you, without impropriety, procure me a previous sight of them or do
you think the Court would give them to me, if I were to address them
officially, through the Secretary, stating the purpose for which I require
them, and appealing to their justice not to allow the allegations against
me to go forth to the public, without giving me the opportunity of
answering them 7 ”

(7} Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonstone, Sutton Park, 23 March 1824

...... “If the Court refuse to print my statement with the other papers,
I will beg you to give me the earliest intimation of their refusal. 1

will, in that case, get it printed uniformly with them, and circulated as
widely as I can ”

®) N. B. Edmonstone to Henry Russell, London, T A pril 1824
“My Dear Russell,

I send a note which I received last night from Money.
Knowing the rigid adherence of the Court to forms 1 am not much
surprised at their declining to place your letter among the documents
about to be published. I spoke to Baillie two days ago about it and
he engaged to advocate its publication but he expressed at the same
time his belief that it would be in vain. I trust however the rejection
of your request will not appear to you a matter of much moment under
the considerations suggested by Money. 1 infer from the first paragraph
of his letter that the Court will have no hesitation in receiving and
publishing your vindication if sent in after the publication of the
documents now in the press, and perhaps there is some force in his
observation that as an insulated paper it will attract more attention than
if it followed in the train of the rest.

Believe me ever
Yours very faithfully,
N. B. Edmonstone”

“Mrs E. and I were happy to learn by your last note that your

little Boy was still going on well. Give our united remembrances to Mrs.
Russell.”

9 N. B. Edmonstone to Henry Russell, London, 2 October 1824
“My Dear Russell,

I think your very able letter to the Court should have a wider

circulation. Every one whom I have heard speak of the ‘Hyderabad
Business” speaks of it in terms of unqualified reprobation and your being
implicated in it has also been noticed, among others by Sir Johi
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It was of course my object to confine myself to my own defence,
and to shewing, by one or two striking Instances, the unjust and violent
spirit by which my opponents have been actuated. Since I have been
able to consider the papers more at leisure, I find that the strength
even of my own individual case, if 1 had had more time, has been
largely increased and extended. The partners of the House, if they
have judgment and prudence, have both a strong position to maintain,
and a weak one to attack; and as to Chundoo Loll, it seems to me
that he requires little more than a dispassionate consideration of the
very charges against him, for his complete vindication. It appears by
Sir C. Metcalfe’s own avowal that he had hardly set his foot at
Hyderabad before he took the revenue settlement of the Country out of
the Minister’s hands, which was, in fact, usurping the whole authority
of the government. Can it be wondered at, that an act of such
precipitate violence provoked disgust and resistance, and that the
Minister, by all the Means in this power, opposed a scheme of measures.
which were founded on the utter subvertion of his own authority, and
virtually destroyed the independence of his Government and Country ?

Believe me etc.
H R”

(11) Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonstone, Sutton Park, 20 October 1824

“My dear Sir, :

The evident tendency of so much of the correspondence which
has been printed is to refer the embarrassment of the Nizam’s affairs,
if not also the uneasiness of his mind, to the measures pursued by Sir
C. Metcalfe’s predecessors at Hyderabad, that it is due to me, as well
as those who went before me, that all the causes which have contributed
to the mischief should be exposed. Frequent allusion is made, in the
printed papers, to the principle and effects of the late Treaty with the
Nizam, but the real character of the measure is nowhere exhibited, and
it 1s manifest that the Court has been kept in ignorance, both of what
the Nizam’s rights were, and of the manner in which they have been
violated. If the real causes of alarm and dissatisfaction which have
been given to him were known, no surprise could be expressed at the
effects they have produced. I send you the part of the draft of my
letter which relates to this point. I was deterred from printing it by
considerations which will be obvious to you. I then thought of putting
it into the shape of a separate letter to the Court; but further reflection
has made me doubtful of the propriety of that course also. It must
be a strong case that would justify a diplomatic agent in divulging the
instructions under which he acted. Is it competent to me to address
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such a letter to the secret committee, from whom of course no part
of the proceedings of the Indian Government ought to be concealed ?
Or could you put the draft, as it is, into the hands of the Chairman and
Deputy ? As far as my vindication is concerned. my object would be
attained if they were made acquainted with the real facts of the case.
of which it is manifest that, at present, they are ignorant; and if, after
knowing the facts, it should be their wish to have the communication
made to them officially, 1 can of course make it in any shape that may
be thought proper.

Believe me always
most sincerely Yours,

H. Russell”.

{Enclosure in abovel

“In reviewing the circumstances of the Nizam’s Government at the time
this loan was made, it must be borne in mind, that much of his debt
had been incurred by the expenses of the war, and that much of it
would have been discharged if he had received the share, to which he
was entitled, in the advantages of peace.

In the instructions conveyed to me in Mr. Chief Secretary Adam’s
despatch dated the 26th September 1818, which however 1 did not
receive until the end of March 1819, it was asserted, as the basis on
which the partition of conquests was to be made, that ‘the Nizam could
set up no claim to anything like an equal. participation; he was to be
considered as an auxiliary only; and although the zeal and fidelity, .with
Which his duties as an ally had been performed, were fully admitted,
it was maintained that the contest had demanded the employmen.t of
the British resources, in a proportion so much beyond any comparison
with those brought forward by the Nizam, that the two Powers could
not be considered as standing on a similar footing, in regard to the
issue’,

The Nizam’s Minister, on the other hand, maintained that the
Nizam was entitled to share equally with the Company. The grounds
on which his right was asserted are stated in the following passage of
a memorandum, transmitted by me in an unofficial letter to the Secretary
at Calcutta, on the 15th May 1819.

“The second clause of the third separate and secret article of our
Treaty of the 12th October 1800 with the Nizam, expressly declares,
that “his highness shall be entitled to participate equally with the other
Contracting parties, in the division of any territory which may be
acquired by the successful exertion of their united arms; provided his
highness shall have faithfully fulfilled all the - stipulations of the
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preceding Treaty.” In what respect did the Nizam fail in the fulfilment
of any of the stipulations of the Treaty during the late war? He
brought forward all the resources of his country, and placed them at
our command. His troops were equal in numbers, and far superior in
quality, to those which were contemplated when the Treaty was framed.
It could not have been expected, at that time, that he would be capable
of such exertions as those which he has actually made. His Government
was then, in all respects, as much inferior to ours, and stood as much
on the footing of a mere auxiliary, as it does now. If, therefore, he
was then declared to be entitled to an equal participation of conquests,
what change of circumstances has occurred to deprive him of that
right now ?

The Nizam’s claim to the benefit of this stipulation is strengthened
by a reference to the circumstances under which it was introduced into
the Treaty. The article in which it occurs consisted, in the original
draft, of that part only which now forms the first clause, and which
provides, that if hostilities should take place, ‘The contracting parties
will proceed to adjust the rule of participation of all such advantages
and acquisitions as may eventually result from the success of their united
arms.” But the Nizam positively refused to conclude the Treaty, unless
a Specific provision were made for the partition of eventual conquests;
and Lord Wellesley then consented to add the second clause to the
article, which establishes the Nizam’s right to equal participation.
Nothing can be stronger or more distinct than the expressions of
which his Lordship makes use, when he authorises the insertion of
this condition. He was fully aware that the Nizam’s title to an

equality of benefits could never be derived from an equality of
exertions. His only objection lay against the introduction into

a Treaty avowedly defensive in its principle, of a stipulation of
which the fulfilment necessarily implied the occurrence of hostilities.
His Lordship says ‘It is certain, with whatever fidelity the Nizam
might, in the event of a war, fulfil the stipulations of the second
article of the Governor General’s Treaty, his highness’s actual share
of expense and exertion in military operations could never be an
exact proportion, but must be greatly inferior, to the expense and exertion
of the Company; and that consequently his highness could ir no case
ever become positively entitled to share equally with the Company ina
partition of conquests. But so rigid an application .of that principle
was never in the contemplation of the Governor General. His
Lordship is aware that neither the resources nor the nature of the
Nizam’s Government admit of his highness’s contributing equally with
the Company to the successful prosecution of a common war, and
consequently he could never hope for more than the best exertions
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in the power of the Nizam to make. Such exertions, if honestly
made, would entitle his highness, on every principle of justice, to an
equal participation of conquests with the Company, to which he
was not entitled on the same principles in the late war of Mysore;
because, in the prosecution of that war, he was neither bound by
Treaty to furnish, nor did actually furnish, the greatest practicable
force in his power, as he would be obliged to do in case of a future
war under the terms of the proposed Treaty.” We consented to insert
his stipulation into the Treaty, avowedly as the price of the Nizam’s
agreeing to conclude it. ~We did it with our eyes open, with a fuil
knowledge of the inferiority of the Nizam’s power and resources, and
with an express declaration, that his doing his best, little as that best
might be, would of itself place him on a footing of equality with
ourselves. The justice of this admission, or the expediency of the
agreement which was founded upon it, it is now too late to consider.
It might have been a question then, whether it was prudent in us
to make such a stipulation, but it can no longer be a question now,
whether it is obligatory upon us to fulfil it. The terms of the stipulation
are clear, positive, and distinct; and it cannot now be set aside, without
shewing that the Nizam has wilfully failed in the fulfilment of his part
of the compact.

No question was made of the existence of this right at the close
of the Marhattah war of 1803. Our Government then contended, not
only that the Nizam had failed in the fulfilment of his obligations, but
that the failure had been of such magnitude as to nullify the conditions
of the Treaty. He was told, not that those conditions did not originally
give him such a right, but that the conditions themselves had ceased to
exist; and the share of conquests which was given to him, was given
gratuitously, as a free gift, to which it was maintained he had no right
whatever; and not as a reduced portion, calculated on the relative
inferiority of his exertions.” .

To this memorandum I did not receive any answer from the
Secretary; but four months afterwards I received an unofficial letter,
dated the 4th September 1819, from Mr. Adam, who had then become
a member of council in which he said; ‘It would be premature to trouble
you with any remarks on the merits of the question at issue; but we
are still disposed here [to] think the Nizam will have ample justice done
to his claims, by a settlement such as that proposed in the instructions.’
In consequence of this intimation, I immediately. £f8CTct gy, notify
to the Nizam’s Minister the terms’which weat o~ PR hal
the Treaty of partition; and the particula ':?l' what passed
us on the subject were reported by me in'tw atcies to the Govd
General dated the 5th and 22nd of Octo SH9. S
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By the subversion of the Paishwah’s power, the Nizam was relieved
from the payment of the choute or blackmail which had been exacted
from him by the Marhattas. The territory conquered during the wars
produced an annual revenue estimated at near eighty lacs of Rupees.
Out of this, it was proposed to assign to the Nizam those small detached
portions only, which were intermixed with his own possessions, and
of which his Ministers assented that the annuaj produce did not exceed
eight lacs of Rupees; and even in return for this small acquisition, he
was required to cede to us a tract of his own original territory, producing
a clear annual revenue of ten or twelve lacs.

Nothing could exceed the dejection and disappointment with which
the Minister received the notification of these terms. He alleged that
they constituted a project, rather for the dismemberment of his master’s
old dominions, than for the partition of recent conquests; and that if
they were enforced. the Nizam would be 2 loser instead of a gainer
by the war. But he said ‘The Nizam was weak ; and we were strong,
and to whatever we dictated he must submit.’

By the Treaty, as it was finally conciuded, and as it now appears
among the papers printed by your Honorable Court, the districts
assigned to the Nizam are the same as those proposed in the original
scheme; only our valuation which placed the revenue of them at ten
lacs and a half of rupees, has been substituted for the smaller sum
which the Nizam’s Ministers contended was the actual produce. The

territory acquired by us from the Nizam is reduced from the amount -

originally proposed to a little more than five lacs a year. The reduction
has been effected, first, by lowering the valuation of the districts taken
from him on the right bank of the Seena, in about the same proportion
in which we raised the valuation of those assigned to him; and secondly
by remitting the additional cession which it was originally proposed to
require from him, either in the same quarter of his dominions, or at
the western extremity of the Doab. The principle of the Treaty however
remains the same. Not only has the Nizam’s right to an equal share
of the conquests been absolutely rejected, but it appears by the
correspondence now printed by your Honorable Court, that an
additional demand has been made upon him, on account of arrears of
the revenue of some of the districts affected by the Treaty; and. that a
still further cession of Territory to us has been suggested for the
satisfaction of that demand.

It is manifest, therefore, not only that the embarrassments of the
Nizam’s Government were not occasioned by the causes to which they
have been referred, but were occasioned by causes to which they
have not been referred. Your Honorable Court cannot be insensible,
either to the injury which his affairs have sustained from the operation
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of this arrangement, or to the different condition in which his territor}al
and financial interests would have stood, if the rights derived by him
from the Treaty of 1800 had been satisfied. Under the real ‘state of
facts exhibited in the papers printed by your Honorable. Court, sufely
it is unnecessary to resort, with Sir C. Metcalfe Fo the opinion, that ‘the
disgust which the Nizam is supposed to entertain tow_ards us has beel’l
roused and influenced by fictitious reports of evil designs on our part’;
or that ‘one of the chief instruments by which he has been ruled and
overawed by the several Ministers who have gos'/erned' ur.xder our
protection during his reign, has been a notion industriously instilled and
fostered by themselves, that their influence with our Govc?rnment ward.ed
off designs against his Country, which we should otherwise have carried
into execution.’

Nor can your Honorable Court be surprised that the Ni_zam should
now be in the frame of mind described by Sir C. Metcalfe, in the same
despatch, where he says that ‘He lives in constant dread of f:nqoachmtant,
and would be much alarmed by any new demand for territorial cession.
He is not sensible of the advantages which hc? dterives from the late
Treaty, and does not give us credit for any liberah.ty in thgt arrgngement.
When it was concluded, he was anxious to ascertain tha? it compflsed all
our demands, and that nothing further was to be requlrc?d of hup; and
having ascertained those points, he seemed to content himself with the

. "
solace that it was no worse.’

(12) N. B. Edmonstone to Henry Russell, T unbridge Wells,
13 October 1825

“My Dear Russell, .
Your letter of the 9th reached me here the night b<':fore' hlast.
I had not opened the last Oriental }.{erald., t'>ut brqught 1t0 ;wt urr;xee
from town for the purpose of perusing its principal artlcle.s.1 Scoctin .
in consequence of your letter I immediately perus;d the article respe g
Hydrabad and certainly I never read such a TISS.UC of Non;ense}:; an
old women’s tales or rather, as I believe them literally to ‘e, .aza;
Gup, in my life. Those who have any.knowl?dge oflénd:;. tw)m:l ?o
course perceive the fallacy of the reasoning which wo(tll ' z}t lt}l ; to
the British Supremacy all the evils and vices of thf: administration
the Countries connected with us by Subsidiary Treaties, as if thefNattlnve .
unprotected States were ever free from them; and those: who put %rt‘ or
countenance the Calumny apparently do not perceive the o }nous
inference that the Interposition not merely of our Inﬂu?ncg but }(: t0311-
Power to remedy these evils becomes a matter of obligation, that is,
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that we are under a moral obligation to do that which they are fond
of representing as a crying Sin,—Interference in the internal
administration of Native States in alliance with us, controul their
Independence and force them to be just.

The object of the Writer and the Editor is, you observe not to
villify or accuse you, by the System. Indeed (in page 13) the former
pays you individually the highest Compliments. He ascribes to you
qualities wholly incompatible with the assumption of your being
chargeable with any one of the crimes or abuses that he describes. But
independently of that circumstance I feel confident that your character
and conduct cannot suffer in the slightest degree in the estimation of
the public from the Trash which he has put forth and certainly it will
be quite time enough to adopt the course which you suggest (and which
I agree with you is by far the most efficient, especially with the powers
which you have shewn yourself master of, if the exigency should arise)
when it is seen that any such effect is produced. I shall be on the
watch, and be careful to inform you if I hear of any observations
of a nature to suggest the expediency of a public vindication. You may
rely upon my caution with respect to your Father.

Believe me ever yours, most faithfully,

N. B. Edmonstone”

(13) Henry Russell to N. B. Edmonstone, 6 January, 1840

[Criticizes the advance into Afghanistan]

......... I am afraid that I am very old fashioned in my estimate of
our recent Indian Policy. From the first I have viewed it with alarm
and that alarm is no degree abated by our military achievements. Our
troops I never doubted would do as they always have done. There
was no danger of discomfiture but there is very great danger with
consequences of success. The mischief is still in prospect. Qur eyes
must have been shut when we got entangled in this web of remote and
complicated relations. Of what possible value can these out of the
way allies be ever made to us? - As Talleyrand said saucily. of the
ladies, the difficulty is not to get hold of them but to get rid of them.
The worst symptom in the constitution of our Indian power is its

. tendency to distension; it has already got far beyond its healthy size
and if it goes on swelling in this way must burst in the end. It is as
much as we can do to keep things quiet at home but as
long as we can do that we have nothing to dread from abroad. The
fear of danger from an attack over land by any European
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power is wholly visionary. The length of the march, the
difficulties of the intermediate country and the disorders of the Govts.
on the line are insurmountable obstacles to such an attempt. Let a
Russian Army leave the Caspian in what efficiency it may, it must
be crippled before it reaches the Sutledge. By composing the distra}ctions
and organising the resources of the countries across our frontler we
are sharpening an implement that is sure to be turned against qsand
every step by which we advance beyond that line takes the conflict so
much nearer to our enemy’s resources and so much farther from our own.
We have been too much in a hurry. Our measures were taken
precipitately while the danger was problematical and remote. If we
had paused till it assumed some determinate shape we might better
have framed them to suit the exigency. Even had the danger been
certain and immediate I cannot think that the course which was taken
was in any respect the wise one. We are essentially a maritime people
and should never attempt by land that which we can do by sea. A fleet
sent to the Baltic and another to the Black Sea would have checlfcd
any projects that the Russians might have conceived and the occupation
of the Sutledge or the Indus whichever might have been found the
better line in a military view would have served every purpose of
local defence. We should then have remained within immediate reach
of our resources and should have kept in our front that formidable
tract of country which we have now left indiscreetly in our rear. In
the one case it would have opposed a barrier against the approach of
the enemy, in the other it cuts us off from our resources and puts a
serious impediment in our way if we have to {nzjllfe a retrograde
movement. Have we never contemplated the possibility of a reverse
in Caubul ? If things go wrong there are our troops to fall back with
deserts and mountains in their way, with hordes of Cossacks apd Af-
ghans all round them and perhaps a Russian Army .in pur.suxt? Or
are we to strip our own Territory to support them 1in th;xr rempte
position ? In either event how are we to control our Indian allies,
neighbours and Subjects ? When Dr. Busby attended Charles the 2:_1d
round Westminster School he kept his hat on as long as he was in
sight of his boys; and if our boys ever see us With our hats off we

”

shall find it no easy matter to keep them in subjection...... .

C. CoLLIN DAvﬁzs
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I wonder if any of my colleagues in other lands of the Indian Occan
has ever thought of the contribution his archives might have to make
to the study of the history of the Indian Ocean as a whole. In other
words I wonder if there is among archivists and historians living in
this part of the world what 1 might call an Indian Ocean conscious-
ness.

Few members of our profession probably know that scientists in
Asia, Africa and Australia have already formed an association known
as Pan Indian Ocean Science Association with the following objects :

(1) to discuss and promote concerted action in regard to scientific
problems especially affecting the well-being of the peoples and the
progress of the countries around the Indian Ocean and to make
recommendations to the countries concerned when necessary;

" (2) to strengthen the bonds of friendship among all the peoples
around the Indian Ocean by promoting a feeling of brotherhood among
scientists and the maintenance of harmonious relations between them.

That association was formed in January 1951 at Bangalore, India,
when thirty-six delegates representing nine countries met for the first
Pan Indian Ocean Science Congress. The suggestion for such congresses
was first made in Australia in 1947 and approved in 1949 by the
Australian National Research Council. Thanks to the interest shown
by Mr. Nehru, the Government of India agreed to sponsor the first
congress and invitations were issued in 1950 for the Bangalore meeting.
The second congress was held in Perth, Western Australia, in August
1954 and the third congress is to be held in Tananarive, Madagascar,
in November 1957'. '

Why should archivists and historians be less Indian Ocean-minded
than scientists ? While other oceans, the Atlantic, the Pacific and
even the Polar Oceans, not to mention the Mediterranean, have incited
considerable study, there seems to prevail in some quarters an entirely
wrong attitude regarding the place of the Indian Ocean in historical
study. This is probably due to the scarcity of general works on the
Indian Ocean. I know myself of only two that are worth recording :
Allan Villiers : The Indian Ocean, London, Museum Press, 1952,
and Jacques Auber : Histoire de I'Ocean Indien, Editions les Trois
Iles, Tananarive, 1954. This is not much compared with the numerous

1. See the Proceedings of the Pan Indian Ocean Science Congress. The
PI1.O.S.A. is also responsible for the publication of a valuable essay entitled
Preliminary review of the limits of the Indian Ocean.
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books devoted to the Pacific area, some of them strangely biased.
A good instance is Freeman’s Geography of the Pacific (London,
Chapman & Hall, 1951) which opens with this surprising statement:
“The Mediterranean is the ocean of the past, the Atlantic the ocean
of the present and the Pacific the ocean of the future”. The Indian
Ocean, where so much history was made right from the time of the
early Sumerians, is not even mentioned. Why indeed ?

Another unfortunate tendency should be noted here in this con-
nection, namely the tendency to divide the Indian Ocean area into
artificial and ill-defined regions, e.g. Middle East, South Asia, South-
East Asia, Africa south of the Sahara, etc. Such groupings may be
convenient for the politician and the strategist but the reasons adduced
in justification of this parcelling out of a region where the chief unifying
factor is the Indian Ocean itself are, to my mind, very much open to
criticism from the historical standpoint.

There is no denying, of course, that certain parts of the Indian
Ocean area have a greater degree of social and political unity than
others, but does that necessarily preclude the possibility of treating
all the lands in and around this Ocean as a unit? Even from a
strategic point of view would it not seem that in a broader sense the
security of regions like the Middle East and South-East Asia must
ultimately rest on their identity with an Indian Ocean community ?*

Fundamentally for the historian at any rate the Indian Ocean area
consists of four, and only four, elements: (1) the ocean itself, (2)
an African sea-board, (3) an Asian sea-board and (4) a number of
islands, large and small, some, indeed, equivalent to semi-continents,
like Madagascar and Australia; and my contention is that no serious
study of any one of these elements can be undertaken without reference
to the three others. I do not think, for instance, that this Ocean can
be usefully divided for purposes of historical study as Auber seems
to suggest into two broad areas called respectively “world of Cancer”
and “world of Capricorn”, since such a division is obviously based
on the antithesis Orient-Occident, which antithesis did not, in fact,
become really marked until after 1815 and even possibly later. I
do not see, either, that there is sufficient justification for dividing into
separate fields of study certain regions of the Indian Ocean just because
of their political importance. As Professor Pollard rightly said: “We
must use our history to enlighten our politics, but we must not let
our politics contaminate our history”.

2 The arguments in support of this view are very well set forth in W,
Kirk. Indian Ocean Community (The Scottish Geographical Magazine, Vol. 67,
No. 3 (1951), pp. 161-177) which I strongly commend to the attention of all
those interested in this question.
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An indian Ocean community is not just a pious wish. Recent
archaeological research shows that there was continuous intercourse
between the various lands of the Indian Ocean from very remote times
and there is now good reason for believing that such intercourse must
have been fairly extensive in the pre-Gaman age, although it reached
a peak only after Gama had opened the Cape route to the Indies.
Interpenetration was, in fact, the chief characteristic of the relations
between the lands around the Indian Ocean long before the coming
of the Portuguese, and this cannot be too strongly emphasized. This
point is very well made out in two recent works, the first, by a
Frenchman, dealing with the types of ships used in the Indian Ocean
in the pre-Gaman age (Jean Poujade : La route des Indes et ses marins,
Payot, Paris, 1946) and the second, by a Dutchman, on early Asian
trade (J. C. Van Leur: Indonesian trade and society; Essays in Asian
Social and Economic History, W. van Hoeve Ltd., The Hague, 1955).

The first Europeans to enter this Ocean by the Cape route were
all struck by what Van Leur rightly terms “the internationality of
Asian trade”, a characteristic which retained its full significance as
long as the political independence of oriental states remained un-
infringed npon by European influence, i.e., until late in the 18th century.
Gama’s discovery itself, important as it was, did not immediately
influence maritime intercourse in the Indian Ocean which, for a long
time after the Portuguese incursion, continued to follow the same
pattern it had followed for centuries before 1498. This is what Van
Leur has to say on this point: :

“After journeying through the inhospitable seas of southern Africa
the Porfuguese ships had come into regions where there was 2
complex of shipping, trade and authority as highly developed as
the European: forms of political capitalism at least as large in
dimensions as those of southern Europe, and ‘probably larger:
shipping in bottoms many of them carrying more than those used
in European merchant shipping; a trade in every conceivable
valuable high-quality product carried on by a great multitude of
traders; merchant gentlemen and harbour princes wielding as great
financial power as did the merchants and princes of Europe. BY
conquering the chief strategic points on the Asian sea routes,
the Portuguese succeeded in establishing a colonial domain in that
world, a weak empire which nevertheless was able to maintain

itself with great vitality for a century. The Portuguese colonial’

regime, built by and upon war, coercion and violence, did not at
any point signify a stage of “higher development® economically for
Asian trade. The traditional commercial structure continued to
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exist, however much damaged by wars breaking out between

i22J

Moslems and Christians.”.

For the archivist, however, the importance of Gama’s discovery
can hardly be overestimated, for it gave rise to what may be called
the first proper archives of the Indian Ocean. Before Gam? our sources
for the historical study of this Ocean are limited fo literature and
art, including sculpture and painting, besides arc.haeol.ogy in its three-
fold branches, epigraphic, monumental and numismatic, but there are
few archival sources to speak of.

One important respect in which the Buropean trader differed from
his Oriental colleagues was that he was pre-eminently a recorder, and
this applies to all European traders, whether they be Portugues, Dutc.h,
Danish, French or British. With the formation of trading companies
at an early date record-keeping became fully organized. Any one who
has seen the sets of consultations and diaries of the East India Com-
pany preserved in the former India Office (now Commonwealt.h I}e—
lations Office) in London, and in the Bombay and Madras repositories,
in India, cannot but have been struck by the care taken .by .the
employees of the Company to commit to writing even their minor
transactions. The gradual replacement of trading companies by tl}e
State and the extension of state control over European setﬁen}ems in
Asia and Africa gave birth to more and more records in which we
can trace the development of European activity in the East 'through
its manifold stages. In passing it must be observed, however, that the
average colonial administrator showed sometimes .much less concern
for records than the agents of trading companies, _and that much
damage befell archives in many dependent territories through the
negligence of the said colonial administrator. _ '

Missionaries, t0o, kept records, sometimes very detailed, of their
activities and these constitute a class by themselves. The heaflquarters
of all missionary societies are replete with documents of that kind.

Yet another type of records that came into being 2s a fes““ of
the coming of the Europeans was the newspaper. In 1744 ‘the first
newspaper to be issued in any land of the Indian Ocean came out of
a Dutch printing press in Batavia. No archivist need be told how
valuable newspapers are as a source of information, for the study of
ship movements and trade relations especially. o |

I do not propose to list here all the various types of archives to
which European beginnings in the Indian Ocean gave birth. A final
teference must be made, however, to one particular type of suc}l

3.3.C. Van Leur: Op. cit., p. 117.
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archives : the portolani or nautical charts and roteiros or pilot-
guides. Although oriental navigators travelled very far out into the
Indian Ocean in the pre-Gaman age, cartographic records for that early
period are rather few and far between, and it can be said that the
cartography of this Ocean really began to take shape in the 15th
century only. The first fairly accurate chart of this Ocean does not
date further back than 1509. Pilot-guides are more ancient,
the earliest one being the Periplus maris Erythraei due to an anonymous
Greek navigator who lived at Alexandria in the first century A.D. To
the Arabs also we owe some good pilot-guides, the most famous of
which is probably Sulayman’s Silsilat-al-Tawarikh dating from the 8th
century. The Portuguese roteiros, however, constituted a definite
improvement of these early pilot-guides and laid the foundations of
scientific navigation in the Indian Ocean.

Where are all these archives of the Indian Ocean now to be
found ? In Europe the chief repositories are the Torre do Tombo in
Lisbon, the Algemeen Rijksarchief in The Hague, the Rigsarkivet in
Copenhagen, the Archives Nationales, Archives de la Marine, Archives
de la France d’Outre-Mer and Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris and
finally the Commonwealth Relations Office, the British Museum and the
Public Record Office in London. These repcsitories, however, seem
to have paid so far more attention to the material relative to the
Atlantic Ocean which they also house than to their Indian Ocean
material: This is only natural considering that the Atlantic is so close
to them and that it looms so large in European history.

On the other side of the Atlantic the archives centres in both North
and South America have similarly paid special attention to the records
concerning European expansion westwards. The same applies to the
repositories in the Atlantic islands. During a recent visit to the Grand
Canary I was absolutely fascinated by the magnificent organization
of the repository of Las Palmas known as the Casa de Colon whose
main object is to preserve and exploit material relative to Columbus.
As far as 1 am aware, there is no archives set-up in any country of
the Indian Ocean that has done for the promotion of the study of
this Ocean anything like what the Casa de Colon has done for the
study of Atlantic history*.

I have seen many, if not most, of the archives centres in South
and East Africa, Madagascar, the Mascarenes, Southern Arabia, India

and Ceylop and I must say that some of them, in India and South

4. Tht Casa de Colon has published several important contributions to
the study of Atlantic history including an Anwario de Estudios Atlanticos
issued at Madrid since 1955,
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Africa especially, reflect the greatest credit on the archivists who built
them up. 1 noted, too, that all my colleagues in those countries were
keenly aware of the part their archives had to play towards the
formation of a national consciousness; on the other hand, they did not
seemn to have given much thought to the idea of building up what 1
call the archives of the Indian Ocean.

1 also noied in those countries the absence of museums or other
institutions dedicated to their maritime history. Cape Town has a
magnificent aquarium, but its museum seemed rather destitute of any
exhibits of maritime interest. In Mombasa, Aden and Bombay too, I
looked in vain for relics of the maritime history of those ports which
played such an outstanding vart in the trade of Indian Ocean. In
Mombasa I was told about a project for turning Fort Jesus,. .the
oldest Portuguese fort on the East African coast, into.a maritime
museum, but nothing has been done yet and Fort Jesus is still us_ed,
horresco referens. as a prison. Aden had a small al‘chaeolog{cal
museum at Taweela and when I was there in 1952 I heard of a project
for building an aquarium for the benefit of the 200,000 tourists.v_vho
call at Steamer Point every year, but the idea of having a maritime
museum in a place famous for its maritime associations never seemed
to have occurred to the Aden authorities. In Bombay I saw yet anot.her
magnificent aquarium, the Taraporewala Museum, on the Marine Drive.

- but of maritime museums I saw none.

To return now to archives repositories in this part of the world,
I am fully aware that archives organization is a comparatively new
development in Indian Ocean countries, having begun not much earlier
than 1900. I am aware, too, that much work still lies ahead for all
of us,

Preservation is the main object we now have to attend to, largely
as a result of the attitude, which has been noted above, of the average
colonial administrator towards archives, and some may say that we
have to put our house in order before we can think in terms of
exploitation of the material in our custody towards. promoting - the
Study of the history of the Indian Ocean. This objection is, no doubt,
valid; still, I do think, from what I have seen, that archives organization
in this part of the world has reached a stage when we can all begin
to look beyond national frontiers and think seriously of co-operation
and pooling our resources in the interest of common studies.

With regard to co-operation a start has already been made with
the setting up of an International Council of Archives under whose .
5—1 Dte of Archives/57 ‘
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auspices threc world Congresses on Archives were held recently: the
first in Paiis in 1950, the second at The Hague in 1953 and the third
in Florence in 1956. .

World congresses are, of course, good, but my own experience
of such gatherings is that they have their drawbacks and disadvantages.
Yo Sogin with, while it is easy for European archivists to attend
congresses held in Europe this is not so easy for archivists living in Indian
Ocean couvntries. In fact, very few of these countries were represented
at the recent congresses, which I myself was privileged to attend. not,
I must say, through any largesse of the Mauritius Government, but
because they happened to coincide with my periods of overseas leave.
There is another disadvantage.  Archivists from this part of the world
are likely to be swamped in a world congress by their far more numerous
European coileagues. When 1 say swamped I do not want to say
anything nasty about our European brother-archivists. I am, on the
contrary, in a great debt of gratitude towards many of them. What
I mean is simply that their interests differ from ours. that they think
more of the Middle Ages than we do and that they do not understand
most of our problems.

Even in the field of technique differences occur. There is, I
believe, an archivology of the tropics or tropical archivology distinct
from an archivology of temperate zones. By tropical archivology J
mean the body of knowledge, information and technique relative to
the preservaticn in the best conditions of archives material in hot and
humid countries. This is a topic to which several important contri-
butions have been made in this periodical, dnd it is to be hoped that
some day it may receive fuller treatment in the form of a proper hand-
book or manual of tropical archivology, which every archivist working
in the tropical zone would, no doubt, welcome.

It would thus appear that, valuable as world Congresses on
Archives are, they do not preclude the possibility of regional meetings.
Such regional gatherings have, in fact, already taken place.  The
fourth issue of Archivum,® the international review of archives, pub-
lished by the International Archives Council, contains accounts of
a Spanish-American and Philippine Congress of Archives held at Madrid
in 1952 and of a meeting of Scandinavian archivists held at Abo, in
Finiand, in August 1954, in connection with a congress of Scandinavian
historians. From these accounts it will be seen that much good
work was done at those two regional meetings. Emboldened by such
precedents, 1 therefore ventured, during the Florence Congress on

5. See Archiviem, TV (1954), pp. 204-9.
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Archives in September 1956 to make a formal proposal to the Inter-
national Archives Council for a regional mecting of archivists and
historians of the Indian Ocean with a view to ensuring closer co-
operation between such archivists and historians and setting up some
sort of permanent organization for the study of the history of the
Indian Ocean. That proposal was seconded by Mme Denise Ravage,
then UNESCO representative on the Iniernational Council and it was
readily agreed to in principle by the Coundil.

Since then two other projects also bearing on the archives of the
Indian Ocean have come to my notice. The first, relates to a regional
conference of historians of South-East Asia to be held in 1959 with
the following objects:

(1) to study past trends and attitudes of Asian historians;

(2) to make plans for more regular contacts and exchange of

) lecturers, students and ideas;

(3) to discuss problems concerning the establishment of archives

and the preservation of documentary material;

(4) to consider whether a research centre should be established

in South-East Asia; . 1
(5) to cousider whether there is scope for a locally published
Journal of Historical Studies devoted to South-East Asia.

The second, which is sponsored by the C.C.T.A., aims at a pooling
of archival resources in the area known as Africa south of the Sahara,
lncludmg Madagascar and the Mascarenes, with a view to setting up
of a Central Bureau of Archival Co-operation in the Central African

Archives at Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia.

I have no first-hand knowledge of South-East Asia, since my
travels never took me further east than the Coromandel Coast; and
though familiar with the more recent historical literature concerning
the said region, I cannot say that I am widely read on its history. On
the question as to whether there is a real need for a research centre
in South-East Asia I cannot therefore say anything definite. From
What I know, however, 1 should have thought that such a research
centre already existed. What about the Ecole Francatse d’'Extreme-
Orient or French School of Far Eastern Studies set up in Indo-China
since 1900, an institution which, in the opinion of the eminent orientalist,
Barthold has no counterpart in any other oriental country and whose
Contribution to the hlStOI'y of the East was—and I believe, still is

\—consxderable

6. V.V, Barthold La decouverte de I' Asie (Trans from the Russian by
B, lemne) Payot, Paris, 1947, p.’ 162 ]
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1 should have thoughi. too, that learned periodicals like T oung
Pao and the Far Eastern Quarterly, the latter especially, which covers
South-East Asia very fully. conld hardly be improved upon by a locally
published journal of historical studies devoted to the area under refer-
ence.

Anyway, assuming that there is a need for a new institution for
the specific study of the history of South-East Asia as distinct from
that of the Indian Ocean as a whole, T am not convinced at all, speaking
primarily as an archivist, that the archives of that region can be
organized on a limited South-East Asian basis better than they can be
on a broader Indian ‘Ocean basis.

The second project concerns a region with which I am familiar
and where 1 have travelled extensively. I am aware of the excellent
work done at the Central African Archives in Salisbury, but her¢
again none of the arguments put forth in  support of
a Central Bureau for the Archives of Africa south of the Sahara has
convinced, me that archives in this region cannot be organized on ap
Indian Ocean basis. The archives of South and East Africa definitely
form ,part of what I call archives of the Indian Ocean, since all
countries in those parts of Africa were settled from this Ocean.

Africa, unlike Asia, lived for centuries retired within itself, it
never listened to, never heard even, the call of the sea, and each
successive wave of settlers. Arabs, Indians, Chinese, Europeans who
made history in the “dark continent” came to it from the Indian Ocean.
so that the history of the whole eastern coast of Africa from Cape
Town to Suez is intimately linked up with oceanic history from the
earliest times. Even the movement that led to the formation of what
is now known as Central Africa had its origin on the shores of the
Indian Ocean. The head of the Central African Archives is himself
very much aware of this, since he recently initiated a project for
publishing, in collaboration with the Arquivo Historico de Mocambique;
material from the Torre do Tombo and other Portuguese archives
destined to supplement Theal’s Records of South-Eastern Africa, 2
project, I may add, which will undoubtedly earn him the gratitude of
all those interested in the history of the Indian Ocean.’

With his present project I must, however, disagree since I have
strong doubts as to the scope and usefulness of a scheme tending tO
make the Central African Archives the centre of an archives organization
extending to Madagascar and the Mascarenes Islands, which, although
sometimes wrongly called African Islands, do not, in any way, form

7. On this project see the Central African Archives Report for 1949-54
entitted Archives in a new era, pp. 46-&

ARCHIVES OF THE INDIAN OCEAN 65

part of Africa’. Why not look at this matter from an oceanic angle
and, following the example of the scientists, work for the recognition
of an Indian Ocean community ?  If scientists have succeeded in
setting afoot an organization dedicated to the study of the Indian Ocean
as a whole, why should archivists and historians be less willing to
work on the same lines ? 1 am putting the question to all my colleagues
in this part of the world. '

At the beginning of this article 1 pointed out that the wrong
attitude regarding the place of the Indian Ocean in historical study
was probably due to the scarcity of general works on this Ocean. But
this scarcity is itself due to lack of information on the sources of
Indian Ocean history. At the moment the difficulties facing the student
setting out to investigate fairly fully even a small corner of this field
are simply tremendous, since there is as yet no general guide to the
archives of the Indian Ocean nor a handbook of information on the
present state of historical studies in this area nor even a tentative
bibliography of the Indian Ocean in history. One has only to go
through a book like Furber’s remarkable John Company at Work’—one
of the few books relating to Indian Ocean history based on an extensive
use of primary sources—to realise the difficulties that faced the author
from the start in his attempt to get a clear and complete view of the
activities of the East India Company in the 18th century. Is it not
for us, archivists of the Indian Ocean, to facilitate the production of
more works like Furber’s, irrespective of any moral judgements any
one of us may wish to pass upon the story of European expansion in
this Ocean ?*

Is it not for us, too, to lay the foundations of what I have called
tropical archivology and so make a distinct contribution to the progress
of archive technique ?

8. On this point see especially J. Weulersse (L' Afrique Noire, Payot, Paris,
1956, pp. 447-56) whose conclusions may be quoted here: “One important
Temark has to be made concerning Madagascar and the neighbouring island-
formations; it is the striking originality of these territories and their independence
vis-a-vis the great neighbouring continent. Independence 1s even too weak;
opposition would be a better word”.

9. Holden Furber: John Company at Work, Harvard University Press,
2nd edit., 1952. Furber’s work was made possible by a John Simon Guggenheim
Research Fellowship for the year 1937-38.

10. In this connection I would beg to quote Furber’s own remarks: “No
one should approach a study of this kind with any sense of bias or prejudice.
he eighteenth century is sufficiently remote from our own day to enable
us all whether Europeans or Indians, to view its history in an objective and
Impartial spirit and to refrain from misusing .the history of that age for
Propaganda purposes in the political and economic controversies of to-day”.
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A'nd even if a gathering of archivists from all Indian Ocean
countries had no other purpose but “to strengthen the bonds of friend-
ship among all the peoples around the Indian Ocean”—to use the words
of the manifesto issued some years ago by the Pan Indian Ocean

Sci‘ex?cc Association—would not that be, in itself, something worth
striving fos ?

AUGUSTE TOUSSAINT

A NOTE ON THE MELVILLE MANUSCRIPTS IN THE
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND

HE National Library of Scotland has in its possession a large

eollection of Melville Manuscripts which have been acquired by
it in several lots. Among them are a large number of papers pertaining
to rodern Tndian history, most of them unpublished so far.

The first Viscount Melville was Henry Dundas a Scots lawyer
whose immediate relations and forefathers were distinguished members
of the legal profession in Edinburgh. The Dundases of Arniston were
a very tight family group and were eminent among the noblesse de robe
who held a high position among the official society of Scotland at the
end of the eighteenth century. Dundas himself devoted his position
as Lord Advocate of Scotland and his family connections in Scotland
to building up what was called in those days an “electoral influence”
in that still electorally backward country; and he seems to have used
this to create a position for himself in national politics at Westminster.
Dundas came into prominence in support of the much-maligned North
Ministry at the time of the War of American Independence, but was
also one of the leaders of the group within the government which
advocated moderate reforms for the administration of the East India
Company’s constitution both in England and in India. He was the
Chairman of the Committec selected in the spring of 1781 to meet as
a Secret Committee to inquire into the scandals created by the recent
war in the Carnatic, and by the misgovernment of Sir Thomas Rumbold
in Madras, and also into the assorted charges of misdemeanours by
the Company’s servants. This was a period of discussion about the
changes necessary in the constitution of the East India Company, and
of investication into various acts of misgovernment in which some of
the Company’s servants were alleged to be participating. These
criticisms were directed at many types of peopie ranging from Warren
Hastings, the Governer-General, to various speculators, who were using
the debts of the Nawab of the Carnatic (Walajah Muhammad Ali) to

‘make a dividend ouf of the mortgaged revenues of the lands of the

Carnatic. It was then the duty of the officials of the Treasury Board,
controlled by the First Lord of the Treasury himself. to deal with
the affairs of the East India Company in so far as they concerned
the government, and these officials could hardly cope with the increased
volume of correspondence with the Company that was speedily becoming
necessary. They also found it difficult to “manage” the Company’s
administration due to various reasons. Though Treasury officials like
John Robinson or Charles Jenkinson, father of the later Prime Minister,
67 .
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Lord Liverpool, were insistent like Dundas about the need for moderate
reform Lord North himself was powerless to make a decision. A
Select Committee had in fact been set up by Parliament to examine
petitions against the Supreme Court in Bengal, but such was the
weight of Opposition feeling against the Company that through the
influence of a leading member, Edmund Burke, it undertook instead
a survey of the administration, sccurity and prosperity of the territories
of the old Mughal Subah of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. much of which
kad come under the sovereignty of Parliament. “There were few
members of Parliament who really made an attempt to understand India
thoroughly. On the one side, Burke and Sheridan stand out, on the
other Dundas™ The “two Committees soon began to exercise a power-
ful iniluence on indian affairs”* Since Burke and Sheridan were in
opposition for most of this period, except for a brief spell during the
Fox-North Ministry, when Dundas seems to have been cqually
important’, Dundas soon became the recognised expert on the affairs of
the British administration in India*.

It is in these circumstances, Holden Furber notes, that Dundas
“began to keep a file of the letters he received from the East. Those
that survive for the year 1782 are not very numerous, but they indicate
that his compatriots in India looked upon him as a champion of the
Crown against the Company and viewed the prospect of his acceptance
of a new post as Secretary of State for India with unmixed joy™
Dundas himself, seems to have felt, at this stage, that the seat at
the Treasury Board which North offered him was no solution for the
problems of Indian government; but the panacea he seems to have
suggested was the creation of a third Secretary of State to direct the
Government supervision of the Company’s policies and this supervision
would of course be carried out by himself, a solution curiously similar
to that proposed for the administration of the British colonies in a
previous period of crisis, i.e. 1766, when a Secretary of State had been
created for the control of colonial affairs. But Dundas was too late for
the sort of personal control by a Cabinet Minister that he proposed and

0 L. Furber, H., Henry Dundas, First Viscount Melville, 1742-1811, (London,
1931), p. 11

2. Sutherland, L., East India Company in Eighteenth Century Politics (Lon-
don, 1952), p. 363.

3. Throughout the term of its office, Dundas was in touch with Robinson
and the Treasury officials who had the ear of King George the III and it
was on the initiative of the latter that the ministry fell.

4. For a brief study of Dundas’ career see Furber, op. cit. Sutherland,
ibid, is also interesting for his influence on Indian affairs.

5. Furber, op. cit., p. 18.
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much too early for the acceptance of his theory in legal form by Parlia-
ment and governing circles. In 1782, the Secretary of State for Home

Affairs was given charge of all colonial correspondence, and temporarily,
all the correspondence of the Company that the Treasury had been
harassed with. In 1782, Parliament and Crown finally found them-
selves after much expenditure of East India Company and Tory funds
in agreement on the Indian question® and under the terms of the conse-
quent India Act, which goes under the name of Pitt, but was actually
framed by John Robinson, Thomas Atkinson and Dundas, a separate
Board of Control was set up to supervise the Government’s duties of
controlling the affairs of the Company. Dundas was the expert on
this till 1793, when he became the official President’. Dundas was
President from 1793 to 1801, and was also Secretary of Stgte .for
War, and therefore for Colonies, under the terms of an adn.limstratlve
arrangement in 1794, till 1801. The government of India by the
British-was ineradicably mixed up with motives and patterns common
to the government of the rest of the British Empire; and the period of
Henry Dundas at the head of Imperial affairs was one when the control
of the British Empire from Bencoolen and India through Ceylop and
Mauritius to the Cape of Good Hope and the West Indies was in the
same hands, due more to reasons of expediency than to constitutional
¢nactment’.

It was in these circumstances that the Melville collection was built
up. Dundas’ son, Robert Saunders Dundas, 2nd Viscount Melville, was
also President of the Board of Control for Indian Affairs, for two separat.e
periods in the first and third decades of the nineteenth cenfury. His
letters on various affairs will be found tabulated subject-wise 2.1t the
end of his father’s letters which are also tabulated by the Library
authorities. An exception, however, is the case of enclosures fron}
India, which according to the filing practice of the Board of Control

6. Laprade, W. T., ed. Parliamentary Papers of John Robinson (London,
1922),

i in vi i iti f His Majesty’s
7. He became President in virtue o§ his position as one 0
Principal t:Sect;cetaries of State. The previous Chairmen had been Lor;inszydney&
better known as Thomas Townshend, Secy. of State (Hgme)Pxp ¥ an
William Wyndham Grenville, better known as Lord 'Grenvﬂlez rime Minister
in 1806, who was also connected in this period with colonial leglslatlon in
Canada. ) e b
i inki of administrative practice can be studie st in
Cougl.ar'fci1 eSirmig.r l“;’l;:: gAmerican Revolution and_the British Empire (London,
1930) and in Egei‘ton, H.E., (ed. by Newton, A. P.) A Short History of British
Colonial Policy (London, 1932). Boushion R the first secretary of
g ., drawn up by C. Boughton Rouse, S
the %o:rfa aofmggl?trol, in wll;ich he drafted the new procedure adopted by
the Board for filing its documents. (India Office Library, London, Home 1\'1le
cellaneous Series, Vol. 341, p. 22).
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were separated from covering letters, and reference was made casy by
a note of the relevant enclosure on the covering letter. It seems striking.
however. that the Dundases. father and son were in the habit of keeping
their official correspondence in  their private archive collections—a
practice which does not seem to have been followed by, let us say, the
Grenville family which had a similar connection with the Board of
Control at roughly the same time'. Matters of State are discussed in
the Dropmore Papers, generally through the medium of official and
demi-official letters between ministers and ambassadors; but there is
hardly the same copious reference to official figures and statistics that
we have for instance in Ms. 1064 of the Melville Mss. respecting cotton
tariff policy relating to Bengal and Lancashire in the ’80s. Thg period
of the French Wars was a period of multiplication of public duties for
a very few British statesmen who held all the strings of power, and it
was 'a]l that the Grenvilles could do to keep copies of even their demi-
official correspondence. The reason for the preservation of the Dundas
Papers seems to be, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, the lack
of space in the Chambers in Whitehall where the Board of Control had
to meet for the first few years. Dundas, the expert, probably removed
the Indian correspondence he had to deai with to his own house. In
1805, a house was built for the Board, one of its many residences"’,
but by that time Dundas’ impeachment was in full train. It seems
probable that he wanted to keep the public papers on his tenure of
ofﬁcc- by his side to confound accusers. The Melville Papers which
remained safely in the possession of the family for many decades
were widely dispersed in the twenties of this century. There were four
sales of these manuscripts from 1924 to 1929 and these in consequence
have been widely scattered in many countries. The National Library of
Sco’tlzmd had acquired a considerable part of the original Melville col-
lection, particularly those relating to the Scottish affairs®.

The Melvillc Papers have becen tabulated and catalogued by Mr.
H. W. Meikle who was Librarian of the National Library of Scotland.

10: We have referred to Lord Grenville’s incumbe 2 Hi
brother, Thomas Qrenvi]le. the donor of the GrenvillencgeaoufestthetoB?l':édBritfilslg
Mus;eur?, was President of the Board for a short while in 1806 in his elder
brother’s Ministry of All the Talents. A nephew, Charles Watkins Williara
jWynn was President m_r,he 1820s. 'The Dropmore Papers, or to pdt it more
accurately the papers of J.B. Fortescue published by the Ristorical Manuscript
Commmission house the correspondence of the Grenvilles,

11, See Foster, Sir W.. John Company
. . - pany (London, 1926), the
India Board for a map of Whitehall at this period, ). chapter on

t12. The NationaltArchives‘ of India has obtained microfilm copies of
tr'r'elggarc(l))f the manuscrnpts pertaining to India and these are available for
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Vol. I of the Catalogue of Manuscripts acquired since 1925 has extensive
entries of papers relating to Dundas’ control of Indian affairs and the
policies which he formulated. This was published in 1938, and includes
only the manuscripts upto Ms. 1074. The rest are tabulated in Vols.
II and 111 which are still in typescript and can only be consulted in
the Reading Room of the Library. Vol. IV is also in preparation and
is reported to catalogue a few papers of Henry Dundas, though it is
not known whether they relate to India. Volume I has been published
in a way which will make it very easy for research workers on Indian
history to look up references on Dundas; each volume has been given a
simple manuscript number; e.g., Man. 1, Man. 1065, Man. 3386, etc.
arranged in serial fashion which is continued in the volumes not yet
published. A very brief summary of the documents on Indian history
1s appended below".

Mss. 1-67 contain letters received by the two Melvilles and also
copies of replies or drafts of replies; these have been used in Furber’s,
Henry Dundas, First Viscount Melville, already quoted.

Ms. 12, ff. 187 has papers on the administration of justice in
India.

Ms. 16, f. 5 contains ten letters of Edmund Burke, mainly on
Indian affairs and the trial of Warren Hastings, 1783-91, with the copy
of a reply from Dundas, 1787. This material might be of interest in
studying the cross-sections of English opinion about the nature of
constitutional change in the Company’s government in India, considering
the fact that Burke and Dundas were the leaders of opposite groups
of opinion on Indian affairs, and there were hardly any other groups
outside Parliament and the Company which had access to their sources
of information. The letters have been studied by Dr. Furber for his
study of Dundas’ involvement in the impeachment of Warren Hastings;
and he has also shown his acquaintance with the letters in his recent
article on Edmund Burke and India". Dr. Furber writes “In all these
writings of the 1780s, speeches as well as letters, it seems to me that
constructive thought on India (from Burke) is most difficult to find......
Too often, Burke thought no further than the transfer of British autho-
rity in India to hands which to him were virtuous™. This criticism of
Burke'is in keeping with current trends in the Western writing of British
history which is interested in yncovering the fallibility of the motives
of radical opponents of British -imperialism, and this is probably a
useful thing to do in view of the myths which accrete on history; but the

has been extracted from the Catalogue of the National

13. This summary :
lity for the form of the tabulation, though the

Library,-and I claim no origina
comments are my Owi.
14, Bengal Past and Present, 1957, Jubilee Number, Vol. Ixvii. -



72 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

more significant value of these papers seems to lic in the possible re-
interpretation of motives of legislation and legislators in this period in
the light of the circumstances of society.

Mss. 20-57 are the Secretary’s Minute Books which contain sum-
marics of letters addressed to Henry Dundas with his autograph
instructions as to replies, 1792-95, 1797-1801 and 1801-05.

Ms. 59 entitled “Miscellaneous Book, Vol. I” is a Letter Book
of the 2nd Viscount from 1807-10 containing copies of letters to
“Indian officials and statesmen, on civil and military matters™.

There is a set of volumes from Ms. 1060 to 1074, which deal almost
exclusively with matters of Indian import. These seem, however, to
have been serially numbered as they were acquired, and I propose to
mention them in what seems to me a logical order.

Ms. 1060 is divided into three general sections. The first one
is tabuiated as administration, defence, policy and general, 1778-1815,
and extends from f.1 to £.120. It contains useful material on the nature
of the functions of the Board of Control in foreign policy and inter-
departmental co-ordination (ff.30, 35 and 37). The second section i$
supposed to be the one which deals with the affairs of the Army, 1785
1811 and in 1828. As early as 1785, we have a letter from a Colonel
Fullarton from Pondicherry to the President and Council of Fort St.
‘George, which may roughly be analysed under the following heads;

(a) The loyalty of the troops of whatever nationality was liable to
be sapped by delay in the disbursement of their pay. (b) There had been
a depreciation of currency, which could affect the first presumption
by lowering the purchasing power of what they were paid. (c) Retrench-
ment on the other hand was not very favourably viewed among the
troops. (d) The note ends on the warning note of: Look to the loyalty
of your Sepoys. (Ms. 1060, ff. 129-34.)

This letter might perhaps be compared with the information
furnished to the Home Government on the eve of the Vellore Mutiny
of Sepoys of the Madras Army in 1806, though the responsibility for
this Mutiny and for the great Sepoy Mutiny dof 1857 was fastened by
public opinion in Great Britain on a variety of causes like discontent
of the princely classes (e.g. the Mysore family in 1806), the influence
'of Evangelicalism or modernisation or the inefficiency of army leaders.
All these causes were contributory factors, but the cause for the
precipitation of a revolutionary situation may be found in a correlated
study of economic conditions and the material condition of the soldiery.
‘On ff. 135-36, there are copies of letters from Fullarton and other

15. ibid. p. 20.
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officers of the Southern army on the state of the army’s finances in 1791.
Ms. 2257 in the Melville Collection is catalogued as containing letters
chiefly to the 1st Viscount from Colonel William Fullarton, on Indian
regimental and personal matters.

The third section of Ms. 1060 is composed of the letters of George
Smith, who was a member of the Bengal Council from 178591, con-
taining information or proposals regarding finance, t‘radfe, crops, China
and general matters. The main interest in this set lies in the.fact‘that
the letters were addressed to Henry Dundas or oftener still, his private
clerk at the India Board, William Cabell, and there seems to have been
a material degree of secrecy maintained in the correspondpnce.
Dundas seems to have been tapping assorted sources of infor-
mation in the course of his Indian duties. Smith was in addition to
his own duties, a merchant who tried to carry on trade with various
Asian ports ranging from Tellicherry and Anjengo in I_(onkan and
Malabar, to Canton and Macao. The nature of his attitude to the
Company’s monopoly regarding the Indian trade will be seen from this
extract from one of his letters:

“Should the scheme I have proposed to your Deliberation for Fhe
payment of the Company’s Debt be adopted, I will engage to pr_ov‘lde
the Investment of the Sum with goods of this country for a Comxms.S{on.
...... provided always that I am supported by Govern_ment in the provision
of these goods, against the intrigues and machinations of tl}e Board of
Trade who for reasons, by this time well-known to you will oppose a
Contract of that nature, but “Delendum est Carthago”; that Board

11T

abotished, the Company’s concerns will soon wear another aspect”".

Smith was not content with agitation. We have a letter from
Murdoch Brown, Factor at Mangalore to him, dated 30 Jan.uary' 1786,
giving details of smuggling cargo into the dominions of Tipu Sﬁtau,
where there seems to have been an embargo on private trade in the
fashion of the Mughal rulers. Smith also gave Dundas a personal
account of how trade barriers in Canton had been breacheq thro‘ugh
“Quankygua” one of the principal traders at C.anto'n“. It is curious.
to find the President of the Board of Control receiving information about
free trade smuggling into foreign countries where the Company was
supposed to have a monopoly of British trade. The letters of Smiths
are also full of descriptions of trading conditions in the coastal areas.

16. . 1060, f. 204, et. seq.; for secrecy of the correspondence, cf. es-
pecially I&'l‘s 2214-25, letter of William Cabell, from the India Board to George:

Smith, 21-7-1786.
17. ibid. £. 205, George Smith to Dundas, 27-4-1785.

18. ibid. . 222-23; f. 226-35.



74 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

he wvisited, notably Ceylon where the  Dutch still  held sway, Mysore,
Malaya and the Canton littoral. About Mysore he writes that Tipu
had placed an embargo on the British and Dutch export of pepper,
sandalwood, cardamom, or “Plantes” and (imbers, “which nearly
amounts to a prohibition of the trade, that of his country depending
chicfly on barter and money, but rarely its medium” (George Smith to
Dundas, 12 March 1785, pp. 210-18) - rather obscure statement which
may be studied for an idea of the processes by which commodity
production was regulated on an exchange basis.

. 1064 is comprised of two parts, a general survey of trade with
India from 1787 to 1812, especially cotton, rice and private trade;
and letters on  the debts of the Nawab of Carnatic in 1794 and
1808-i0.  On £ 1, there is some material on copper prices. and on .
8-9, 11, 19 and 47 respectively, there are tabulated figures of the
“Average Prime Cost and Sale Amount of Cotton Yarn imported from
India in the foliowing Seasons, 1774-1783 (for Bengal and Bombay)
the Cost and Sale of the Quantity of Cotton that has ever been
impaorted by the Company from India with an account of the Profit
and Loss thereon”; accounts of the quantity of articles like Barilla,
Gum Arabic, Galls, Madder, Valonia, Indigo, etc. (probably used in
the manufacture of cotton)—“imported into Great Britain in the year
ending the 5th of January, 1788, distinguishing the places from whence
imported”; and ‘an “Amount of the Sales of Muslins and Calicoes (in-
cluding Private Trade from 1783 to 1787 imported from each Presi-
dency in India”. There is much correspondence in this set of papers
on the controversy between the cotton manufacturers of Northern
Britain, who had recently come to prominence and wholesale buyers
from the Company stretching from ff. 3-105. This includes an account
-of the processes of cotton cultivation, production, and marketing in
Bengal (ff. 71-79).

Ms. 1065 bears the imposing title of “a Breviate of a selection of
passages from the Company’s records concerning the Nabob of Arcot,
the characters of his sons, and the attempt to set aside the succession
settled by the Mogul’s Phurmaund”. This is also catalogued as having
heen received bound. We have already noted that there is some .corres-
pondence on the Nawab’s Debts from f. 222 of Ms. 1064. This material

might be useful to a research worker who wishes to study the relationship
of the Board with the debts after Burke’s famous speech in the Parlia-
ment in 1785 on the Arcot Debts, when he alleged that they were gene-
rally in the nature of collusive contracts. The Minute Book of the Board
of Control, Vol. 1, available in- the India Office Library, Londcn, shows
that in 1784, soon after the formation of. the Board, its Comimissioners
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asked for a selection to be made which would be like the one we have
noted. The “Breviate” was perhaps prepared from the larger work by
Russell, the Solicitor to the Board and his assisiants, for the personal
use of Dundas, the Indian expert on the Board.

Mss. 1066°to 1071 deal with shipping and foreign policy; significantly
enough, foreign policy seems (o be connected with overland and shipping
routes to India. Ms. 1066 is specifically catalogued as containing
material on ship-building, sailings, personnel, victualling, cargoes,
harbours and the supply of timber in the East; there is also reported
evidence on the dealings of the Royal Navy with the Company and
other matters connected with Eastern waters. This material stretches
from 1786 to 1817, and is also available for 1825. The 2nd Viscount
was First Lord of the Admiralty for a long time between his short
tenures of office at the Board of Control; if the statistics that Henry
Dundas was able to get from assorted sources for his policy on cotton
imports and comparative tariffs are any guide, there should be ample
and accurate evidence on shipping as well. Ms. 1067 is a separate .
volume which contains a memorial by J. Prinsep the noted entre-
preneur, who had the Company’s support in his plans for the expansion
of the indigo trade, shipping projects, etc., on “a plan for the naval
defence of the British possessions in the East Indies by ships of India
construction to be built out of the revenues and to be supported out of
the commerce of Asia”. This was submitted in 1796, only 11 years after
Lord Sydney, the first Chairman of the Board had written as Secretary
of State in his first despatch to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury
on 18 August 1786 announcing the decision of the British Government to
establish a convict colony at Botany Bay in Australia, that “It may
also be proper to attend to the possibility of procuring from New Zealand
any quantity of masts and ship timber for the use of our fleets in India
as the distance between our two countries is not greater than between
Great Britain and America”™".

This is another example of the community of feeling which bound
together the administration of the British Empire, however loosely
it might be.

Dundas belongs to. the early period of British 1mper1al statesmen,
who were gradually shaking themselves free from the mercantilist
1deas which still mﬁuen\.ed theories of government, He matured_hxg

& 19, M:mning Clark. Som‘f?s of Australian History (OxfOrd, 1957), pp. 69
75. o ‘ S :
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policy under the strains of the American Revolution, the period of
British cconomic recovery between the wars, and the final shock of
the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars.

Mss. 1068 and 1069 are not tabulated under the heading of India
as they ostensibly deal with  the Near East. But a study of the des-
cription of Mss. 1070 and 1071 in the Catalogue will show us the
intimate connection of the Near East with British Indian foreign policy
even a century and a half ago.

“1070 The Cape Route to India

(i) Canary Islands, 1797 (f. D

(i) St. Helena, 1788-1812 (f. 4)

(i) Cape of Good Hope, 1782-1810 (f. 22)
(iv) Mauritius and Bourbon, 1787-1812 (f. 75)

1071 The Near East. () Routes to India by the Red sea and over-
iand, the possibilities of a French or Russian attack on India
from the north-west, the missions of John Malcolm and Sir
Harford Jones to Persia, and affairs in Greece, Turkey and
Afghanistan, etc. 1790-1810.”

It will be evident that much work yet remains to be done on Dundas
as an imperial statesman, and he cannot be neglected, as he seems to have
been to some degree, as one of the few people within the penumbra of
Pitt during the Ministry of that statesman. Lord Rosebery observes
about the latter “Dundas and Grenville were alone admitted to his con-
fidence” ** . What is more significant is that Dundas and Grenville among
themselves controlled, at some time or the other before Pitt’s death, most
of the high offices connected with India and the Empire, and that before
Pitt or Grenville had left college Dundas was prominent in controlling
practically all the Parliamentary influence of Scotland, the Lord Advo-
cate’s office in Scotland, and most of the plans for India reform in the
period of legislative crisis.

We have finally to deal with a very large section of the Melville
Papers, the correspondence between Dundas and various high officials
in the Company’s service in India. This might contain material of
miscellaneous historical interest and needs to be systematically combed
for it in the same way as other private collections are being treated by
modern historians. Mss. 1-67 have already been dealt with.

Ms. 2257 is listed as containing letters, chiefly to the Ist Lord
Melviile from Colonel William Fullarton, on Indian regimental and
personal matters and the affairs of Colonel Picton, 1783-1807 ; from
and regarding Robert Haldane with special reference to missionary

20. Lord Rosebery, Pitt, (London, 1929), p. 109,
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enterprise in 1796-97; and from John Wauchope of Edmondstone
regarding Major-General Patrick Wauchope, 1807. These extend from
ff. 21-59. I have mentioned the first set of letters with reference to
the grievances of the Army.

Ms. 2956, ff. 119-37, has letters to Dundas in the period 1793 to
1803 mainly from (so it seems from the internal evidence of these
unsigned letters) David Scott, the celebrated Director of the East India
Company with whom he was involved over the regulation of private
trade towards the end of the tenure of his office.

Mss. 3385-88 consist of letters written by Lord Cornwallis as
Governor General of India to Henry Dundas from 1786 to 1794, and
also copies of his replies. There are also abstracts of Cornwallis’ letters
in a separate volume, Ms.3388. The letters themselves are in Ms.
3385 (there is an additional letter at f. 54 of Ms. 3053), while all en-
closures sent by Cornwallis are systematically filed in Ms. 3386. As
these enclosures were mostly composed by the Governor General’s
subordinates, and British officials had the practice of submitting copious
reports, there is much evidence on the administration of justice by
magistrates in criminal cases in several districts in the year 1789-90.
There are also copies of the letters which Dundas wrote to Lord
Cornwallis in 178692 (Ms. 3387). Taken together, this corres-
pondence forms a useful record of Government cognisance of India
affairs in the period of Cornwallis’ first tenure of office. They have
been extensively used by Aspinall in his Cornwallis in Bengal” but
with the limited object indicated in the title; some extracts from these
letters have been printed in the 19th century collection of the Cornwallis
Correspondence™ by Charles Ross; but the volume of enclosures we
have noted does not seem to have been made full use of, and as the
catalogue of the National Library points out, there are errors in Ross’
transcriptions, while a new edition is long overdue.

Ms. 3387 is headed “Governor-Generals”. It also contains letters
from Dundas to Lord Mornington (later the Marquess of Wellesley)
179899, and to Sir John Shore, 1793-97, thus forming the continuous
record of Dundas’ letters to India from 1786-99; thopgh it is unfinished
and the last two years of presidentship of the Board of Control are
missing. The letters from Dundas to Shore need to be read in unison
With the “Private Record of an Indian Governor-Generalship” by Holden
Furber. .

21. Aspinall, A. Cornwallis in Bengal (Manchester, 1931).
22. Ross, C., The Correspondence of Lord Cornwallis (London, 1859).
6—1 Dte of Archives/57
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' The final volume in this type of correspondence is Ms. 3837. This
is the correspondence of Sir Archibald Campbell who was Governof
of Madras from 1786 to 1789 with Henry Dundas who had practically
nominated him to the post. The collection includes lengthy memoranda
and minutes by Campbell and others, deals in considerable detail with
the <.:ivil and military affairs of Madras and covers such subjects as
relations with the French, the Dutch and the Indian princes, finance,
trade, army appointments and topography; and is arranged in mainly
chronological order. The value of such an account for a purely local

hi:story of Madras in the years after the governorship of Macartney
will be obvious.

'It Is interesting to note that the private correspondents of the
I?resmlcnt of the Board of Control for India ranged from a merchant
lfke George Smith through wholesale Cheapside merchants relying on
the Company’s imports, and financiers like Sir Francis Baring to the
Qovernor of Madras. All of them supplicd Dundas with regular
information which Dundas was constrained to organize on an extra:

depa.rtmental basis. One wonders what sort of commentary this
provides on the Board of Control.

In conclusion, it seems that there is enough scope for editing these
documents. The logical way they are filed at present, would facilitate
the task of editing. The Dundas Papers might be a useful nucleus for
a few new editions and re-editions of documents on Indian history.

Anot.her immediate necessity is for an annotated calendar of papers
relating to Indian history in the collection.

BaruN DE

NEWS NOTES
INDIA
National Archives of India

Among the principal non-current records received by the National
Archives during the year were those of the Salt Commissioner’s Office, 1926-
47; Central India States Agency, 1909-54; Rajasthan Counsellor's Office,
1931-54; Regional Commissioner, Madhya Bharat and Rajasthan, 1916-54:
Home Department, Political, 1936-37; Ministry of Defence, 1871-1940; 2§
Maps of the Miscellaneous Series received from the Survey of India, Dehra
Dun; and 250 Bills of Parts A, B & C, States duly assented to by the
President.

142 photostats of Mahatma Gandhi’s private correspondence with Mrs.
Esther Menon covering the period 1917-40 were presented to the Archives
by the Danish Government Among the other interesting acquisitions
may be mentioned a letter from Lord William Beresford, Military Secretary
to the Government of India, to J. W. Smith, dated 6 December 1888; a
copy of Lt. Robert Warburton’s Journal on the Kabul insurrection;
Lt. Col. Houghton’s Journal on the battle of Chareekah; a Journal on a
journey from Ferozepur to Kutwas by an unknown writer; and a memoir of
Lady Suagge (1826-1914), together with an album containing 31 paintings.

158 reels of microfilms from the British Museum, London, 8 reels from
Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, and 92 reels from Algemeen Rijksarchief,
The Hague, were received during the year.

There were two sessions of the short course in Archive-Keeping
conducted by the Department, and 26 persons took the training. The one
year Diploma Course was also conducted with 5 students on the roll. Three
students who underwent training in the previous year were awarded diplomas.

The following publications which are in the press made steady progress,
viz., Vols. 1, 11, and IX of Fort William—India House Correspondence; Vol.
I of Index to the Records of the Foreign and Political Department, 1756-80;
and Vol. X of Calendar of Persian Correspondence, 1792-93. 1Tt is expected
that a couple of these would be published during the coming year. Vol.
X_III of Fort William—India House Correspondence has been got ready and
is expected to be.sent to the press shortly.

The Department’s programme of having all old and important records
series microfilmed is going ahead. At present Foreign Department records
are being microfilmed. .

Over 3,000 books and periodicals were added to the Library. Besides,
309 valuable historical and reference publications were received from the
United States of America under the Wheat Loan Educational Exchange
Programme. The External Affairs Ministry transferred 883 volumes for

accession te the Library.
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- A nun3ber of improvements were effected on the technical side. AR
oil-fired boiler was installed and the operation of the hydraulic laminating
press commenced.

Thc National Archives of India participated in the All India Educational
Exhibition organised in connection with the Ninth General Conference of
the UNESCO held at Delhi from 5 November 1956.

Dr. Rajf:ndra Prasad, President of the Republic of India, paid a visit
to the Archives on 19 April 1956, and evinced great interest in the work
of the Department.

The foundation stone of the building for the new Regional. Office at
Bhopal was laid by the Chief Commissioner of Bhopal on 2 March 1956.
The ceremony was attended by many distinguished persons including Dr.
S. D. Sharma, Chief Minister of Bhopal, and Her Highness the senior
Begum of Bhopal. An exhibition of interesting collections of records, maps,
plans and seals was held on the occasion.

Indian Historical Records Commission

The thirty-second annual session of the Indian Historical Records
Commission was held at the Senate Hall of the Patna University, Patna, on
27-28 February 1956. Owing to the unavoidable absence of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, ex-officio President of the Commission, the Public Meeting
was presided over by Shri K. G. Saiyidain, Educational Adviser and Secre-
tary to the Government of India, Ministry of Education. The session was
inaugurated by His Excellency Shri R. R. Diwakar, Governor of Bihar.

In his presidential address, Shri Saiyidain, surveyed briefly the achieve-
ments of the National Archives of India in the various branches of its.
activitiecs, While emphasizing the need for a fresh approach to Indian his-
tory he said: “The great heritage of ideas, values and institutions which is
embedded in our historical records, should be studied with the care that
befits a scholar, the objectivity which is characteristic of the scientist and
the reverence which a humanist brings to the study of all that pertains to
the study of man in his social setting. We have still to embark on the great
adventure of writing a really balanced and interpretative history of our people
which must eschew both the old sense of national inferiority, which
dogged the mind of many of our historians during the last hundred years
and the new and rather dangerous tendency to be either parochial or 100
complacently nationalist in our approach”.

The Members Meeting presided over by Dr. B. S. Baliga began with 2
resolution of condolence on the death of Father H. Heras, one of the oldest

members of the Commission, and Dr. P. C. Bagchi, Vice-Chancellor of

the Visva-Bharati University, a member of the Commission since 1952.

The Secretary then gave the Commission ban account of the work don€
by the National Archives of India during 1955. In view of the importancé
of regional history for the reconstruction of the history of the country as 2
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whole, the Commission passed a resolution recommending that “the Sta?es
where Record Offices have not yet been set up so far be requested to establish
Record Offices with facilities for research to bona fide rtesearch
scholars so that the work on the regional history may be expedited”. At
the suggestion of Dr. S. N. Sen, it further resolved that all those States
which found it difficult to establish Record Offices should be requested
to transfer their record collections to the Government of India wh'o would
preserve them at their respective centres in the same way as was being done

in the case of Bhopal records.

Rescarch and Publication Cominittee

Research and Publication Committee

The twenty-fifth meeting of the ion {
Senate Hall, Patna University, Patna,

was held on 28 February 1956 at the tys
with Dr. B. S. Baliga in the chair. With regard to the publication of

records in Oriental Languages, under Scheme I (a) of the publlcatlo!:l
programme of the National Archives of India, the Secretary br.ought it
to the notice of the Committee that the Kannada Letters contained no
information of historical value. In view of this the Comm.ittee recommended
that their publication should be dropped from the publication programme.

The Governments of Assam, Madhya Pradesh, and Jammu and' Kashmir
set up permanent Regional Records Survey Committe'es during . the
year. While considering the reports of these and other Regional Commlt'tees,
the Research and Publication Committee recommended that‘the ‘Reglonal
Committees should consist of only such persons as were g.enumely 1r.xterested
in historical research and could help in salvaging historical material from
private custody. By another resolution the (?omrpittee recomr'nended that
a list of microfilm copies of records of Indian interest 'obtamed by the
National Archives of India from abroad may be supplied to. the. State
Record Offices, Universities, and Research Institutions. In modlﬁcat'lon. of
resolution V passed at the 24th meeting of the Research and Publication
Committee, it was also resolved that the State Govern.ments be req}lesfed
to arrange through their Universities and Research I.nstitutl.ons the compllatlor;
and publication of bibliographies of their respective regions for tl.w use o
students and scholars and that the copies be supplied to all organised State
Record Offices, Universities and Research Institutions.

Andhra Pradesh

With the formation of the State of Andhra Pradesh from 1 November the
Central Record Office, Hyderabad passed over to the new state government.

The most outstanding acquisition of the Office during the year was

“Salar Jang Papers”, a miscellaneous collection got together by Nawab Salar

Jang, Pri - ver of Hyderabad State, 1853-83. The collection includes
& Prime Mimister o £ d letters written by State

some papers belonging to Asaf Jahi dynasty an
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personalitics to the Governors General and British Residents and other high
dignitaries belonging to both British India and Hyderabad. Mast of the
papers are in Persian, it being the official language of the State at the time
but some are in Urdu and English. The papers are of great historical value
as they deal with such subjects as: relations of the English with the French;
Hyderabad’s treaties with Mysore, Karnatak and the Marathas; rclations with
Tipu Sultan; appointment of Residents: Hyderabad Contingent Army etc.

Another valuable acquisition is the collection of the farmans of
HE.H. the Nizam for 1902-47. They throw a flood of light on the
political and administrative history of the State during the period.

The
1782-94,

The
erstwhile

office brought out two publications entitled Poona Akhbars,
Vol. HI and News Letters from Seringapatam, 1769-99.

Regional Records Survey Committee which was functioning in the
Hyderabad State ceased to exist as a result of the reorganisation
of states. 1t has been considered necessary to constitute one Central Com-
mittee for the reorganised State of Andhra Pradesh, with sub-committees
for the survey of historical records in the various regions.

Ajmer

The State Government reconstituted the Regional Records Survey
Committee with Shri U. C. Bhattacharya. Superintendent, Rajputana
Museum, Ajmer, as convener and Shri D. Vable, Principal, D. A. V. College,
Shri S. S. Mathur, Advocate, and Shri P. L. Joshi as members. A meeting
of the Committee was held in the Library of the Deputy Commissioner,
Ajmer, on 4 March 1955, with Shri P. L. Joshi in the chair. It was
recommended to the Government that a new building to house the pre-1900
records of the State of Ajmer should be constructed as the present
accommodation was insufficient. The Committee inspected the old records
from Neemuch and other papers stored in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office
and recommended that steps should be taken to ensure their better
preservation. A pilot scheme for weeding useless papers from 1935 to the

present day has been put forward by the Committee and is under
consideration.

Assam

With a view to remove certain anomalies in the constitution of t_h°
Regional Records Survey Committec, the body was reconstituted with
effect from 1 August 1955 with Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, Director of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies in Assam, as Chairman, and Dr. P. C. Chaudhury,
Deputy Director, as ex-officio Secretary, with the headquarters of the Com-
mittee at the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Gauhati.
The Committee held its first meeting on 21 December 1956 and drew up
a plan of work which has been submitted to the State Government for
approval.
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Bihar

The Bihar Regional Records Survey Committee has. unea.rthed during
the last two years many records of historical importancef, including a number
relating to the Revolt of 1857-58. Of the latter, mention may be made of
the correspondence of the Commissioner of Patna DlV-lSl'Ol'l, 1855-59;
correspondence of Sir Edward Lugard, who was commls§10nt?d to fight
against Kunwar Singh at Azamgarh; correspondence of Br}gadler Douglas
who fought against the Shahabad rebels; copies (?f narratives of some
compatriots of Kunwar Singh; and diaries of certain Qfﬁcers in the service
of the Company at the time. Also deserving of n'1ent1on are some records
throwing light on the state of education in Bihar in the nincteenth century.
The valuable collection of Persian manuscripts belonging to 13'\bu Muhammad
Bilgrami and Syed Nabi of Koath (District Shahabad) were inspected.

Bombay

Microfilm copies of valuable material have been .acqulred b3_’ .tl.le
Secretariat Record Office from the Commonwealth Rel'atlons' Office belaly:
London: Algemeen Rijksarchief, The Hague: Bodlelafl Library, OxforgE
Lambeth Palace Library, London; and the Guild Hall'lerary_, London. e
these may be mentioned Letters from India to Batavia cqlvertng the pen(;’
1621-43 (in Dutch) and translations in two volumes of Bu(e.rs Collecao he
Tratados both from the Commonwealth Relations Office Library, and tle
original copy of a representation from Dr. St. Johr‘l to James II on the
affairs of the East India Company and ths war with the Mughal Emperor
from the Bodleian Library.

Madhya Pradesh

The Bulletin of the Permanent Regional Records Survey Commzttie fo(;'
Madhya Pradesh, 1955-56, gives a descriptive accc_)unt.o_f the recofrc~llsb0]unr
in the State during the year. The records of the thkarm.l Sabhg o ':1 a %)}1116
beginning from 1890 noticed in the Bulletin are of particular interest. e
Committee is engaged in tracing the “'herez}l?outs of the old_ papers o
Christian seminaries and of old noble families of the locality. .

Madras

The Secretariat records for 1952, both conﬁder_ltial and r}on-conﬁddenu'al;
were transferred to the Madras Record Office. Besides, certain records pn:;s
to 1857 of the former Pudukkottai State and records‘ contaiun‘mg (t)he ret;i)o :
of the Minimum Wages Committee for Employme:nt in Bu}ldlng dpce;a oz s
Road-making and Stone-breaking and Stoqe-crushmg in Mm.es an bl'uatr.r(:ns
were received for custody. The preparation of the following publicat
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10sfu;{ lea\l;ogr‘issé Handbqoks of Madurai and South Arcot Districts, Calendar
oR (_:nu'u onsultations, 1779; and Catalogue of Books received from
' ¢ Registrar of Books between 1901-10. The Handbook of Tanjore District
and a Supplementary Catalogue of the records of the office are in the press.

Reco?g? gur% P.CPattal?hlrama Rao ceased to be a member of the chional
M s ey ?mn11ttee, Madras, consequent upon his appointment as

inister for Education, Andhra Pradesh, in November 1956. The Com-
mittee held two meetings during the year, one on 17 March 1956 and the
other on 1 Sepiember 1956 at Madras. A bundle of temple records—>5 title
deeds (1755-1839)—written on palmyras lcaves were examined, and they
were found to be of great linguistic, though not of historical va’luc. Since

very few new tcmplg records are forthcoming, the special search instituted
for them has been discontinued.

With a vie.w o create greater interest among the public and to secure
bettfzr cooperation, the Committee recommended to the Government that
ccruﬁcatgs of public service should be issued to those who donated
manuseripts and other materials of historical importance to the State or
rendered signal assistance in locating them.

Mysore

. The term of the Mysore Regional Records Survey Committee was
extended by a year from 18 January 1956. In response to the Committee’s
general appeal, the Agent of the Sravanabelagola Jain Mutt made the Sanad

given to the Mutt available to the Committee. The Sanad was microfilmed
and then returned.

Orissa

The District Committees appointed by the Orissa Regional Records
Suryey Committee held quarterly meetings in their respective areas for pre-
paring quarterly programmes of survey. The acquisitions during 1956 include
records relating to Jagannath temple at Puri and other religious institutions,
papers of certain zamindar families of Cuttack and Midnapore districts,
8 palm-leaf manuscripts, and some 60 old coins.

Punjab

The Punjab Government Record Office, which is also entrusted with
the wor.k of regional survey, has acquired a valuable collection of family
papers in the possession of Rai Inderjit Singh Bhandari, Municipal Com-
missioner, Batala. A npote on this collection appears in this issue.

' The Regional Records Survey Committee of the State of PEPSU was
dissolved as a result of the integration of the State with the Punjab. The
work of salvaging the historical materials is proposed to be carried on by
the Punjab Government Record Office. '
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Rajasthan

5,000 files, 1,365 bhahis of Dastri Records and 685 bastas of Accounts,
Revenue, Customs and Police Departments were acquired by the Rajasthan
Archives Department. Moreover, ten regional offices have been established
in the former capitals of the States of Rajasthan and these in turn have
taken over the pre-1900 records from the former repositories. The
Department has commenced work upon an ambitious publication programme.
It proposes to publish 40 farmans starting from the reign of Jahangir; the
correspondence between Ram Singh I and Jaipur Durbar at the time of
Shivaji’s visit to Agra; miscellaneous Persian documents selected from the
Amber records; and select documents in Rajasthani script.

A thymol fumigation chamber has been constructed to help in the
better preservation of records.

Uttar Pradesh

The pre-Mutiny records of Jalaun, Almora, Banaras, Banda and Meerut
Collectorates, the central and crown records of the Deputy Commissioner’s
Office, Lucknow, and the post-Mutiny records of the Commissioner’s Office,
Bareilly, were transferred to the Central Record Office at Allahabad. They
were duly checked, arranged and listed.

Under the publication programme for 1956-57 of the Central Record
Office the following books were published: Historical Papers relating to
Kumaun (1811-59); Calendar of Oriental Records, Vol. II; Press List of
Pre-Mutiny Records, Vol. 1I; and the Catalogue of State Papers, 1795-1814,
N.W.P. Judicial Series, (Part I). Besides, the annual report of the Record
Office for 1955 was issued. Materials for the following four publications
were collected : Banaras Afiairs, 1811-59; Calendar of Oriental Records, Vol:
1I; Press List of the Pre-Mutiny Records, Vol. 11L; and Index to the Fort
William Correspondence, 1803-07. These are expected to be sent to the
press shortly.

The ninth meeting of the U.P. Regional Records Survey Committee
was held at Allahabad on 12 October 1955 with Dr. B. P. Saxena in the
chair. The Committee appointed Dr. Saxena to edit Kumaun Affairs and
Prof. S. A. Rashid to edit Volume 1I of the Calendar of Oriental Records.
The tenth meeting of the Committee was held in March 1956. After carefully
examining the documents offered for sale, the Committee purchased Sneh
Sagar, Mahabharat in Persian, Bhakt Jaimal, 9 farmans and 164 parwanas.

West Bengal

The recent accessions of the West Bengal Record Office include 3,925
collections of A Proceedings and 15,407 collections of B Proceedings of the
various departments of the State Secretariat for the years 1950-52. A
consolidated index to the Proceedings of the Revenue (Misc.) Department
covering the period 1917-28 was printed and an index to the proceedings
of the Municipal Department 1917-28, was compiled for official use.
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The purchase of a building in the vicinity of the Calcutta University
for the proposcd Central Record Office was approved by the State Government.
A scheme for the reorganization of the State Archives has been drawn up
and will be implemented as a part of the Sccond Five Yecar Plan.

Writings of Gandhiji

The Government of India has decided to publish a complete edition
of Mahatma Gandhi’s writings, speeches and letters, in three series. The

first will be in the language in which the Mahatma originally wrote and
spoke. The other two will be in English and Hindi.

INTERNATIONAL

Third International Congress on Archives

The third International Conference on Archives was held in Florence
from 25 to 29 November 1956 under the chairmanship of Count Riccardo
Filangieri, Inspector General of Ttalian Statec Archives. Over 600 delegates
from about forty countries participated in the Conference. Three subjects
of importance were discussed viz., “New Buildings for Archives” (Rappor-
teur: Mr. Ingvar Andersson, Director of the Royal Swedish Archives);
“Selection of Archives for Preservation” (Rapporteur: Mr. J. H. Collingri-
dge, Records Administration Officer, Public Record Office, London); and
“Private Archives” (Rapporteur: Count Riccardo Filangieri). Arrangement
was made for the first time for simultaneous translation of the addresses
into English, French, Italian, Spanish, German and Russian.

In the discussion that followed, great interest was evinced in the subject

of archival buildings, and it was proposed to devote Vol. VI (1956) of
Archivum 10 its consideration.

Cultural Committee of the Council of Europe

The Cultural Committee of the Council of Europe bas taken the
initiative in organizing the microfilming of Library and Archives csatalogues
and inventories in its various Europcan member-states. This action follows

the recommendations of a meeting of specialists held in Dublin in September
1955.

UNESCO Regional Conference

The first regional conference of representatives of the National
Commission for UNESCO in Asia was held at Tokyo, Japan, from 28
February to 3 March 1956, and one of its recommendations was that the
UNESCO should compile catalogues or bibliographies of documents

concerning the history of Asian countries now existing in European

archives.
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BELGIUM
Archives generales du Royaume

M. Etienne Sabbe, Keeper of Records of the State of Ar‘lvers, was
appomted Archivist General on 72 November 1955 in succession to M.
Camille Tihon.

CEYLON
Central Archives, Nuwara Eliya

Under the Colombo Plan, Mr. S. M. Cockerell of Britain visited the
Central Archives and gave intensive training to the staff for three months

in the latest methods of manuscript repair, archival hand-binding and relatec
subjects.

Accessions during the ycar include non-current files from Batticaloa,
Mannar and Kalutara Kachchns and Land Commissioner’s Department.

A detailed index to the volumes of the three series' of Tombu
Registrations of the Western Sea-board areas of the Dutch period has been
brought out recently.

It is proposed to build a new archival repository near the Cancer Hospital
in Colombo District. .

The work of compiling a descriptive catalogue of c'ollegtions in pm{ate
custody has been undertaken under the auspices of fhe Historical Manuscripts
Commission of Ceylon. Many documents of historical value were unear.thed
in viharas and other institutions. They were duly recordeq in the National
Register of Archives with full description'& Documents ‘in an advanced
stage of decay were repaired and photo-copied before they were returned to
their respective owners.

EGYPT

A Documentation and Study Centre for the History. of the Art an,d
Civilization of Ancient Egypt has been establishac.l at Cairo. The Cer}tr.es
main object is to prepare a catalogue in a systematic way of»every sur\.z;vg;g
vestige of Egyptian art. The catalogue, when prepared, will be made available
to scholars and research workers all over the weorld.

MAURITIUS
Archives Department

The quarterly Memoranda of Mauritian imprints and the Annual

.Report for 1954 were issued by the Department during 1955. A number of

i i iti duced by the Mauritius
hoto-conies of old pictures of Mauritius were proct :

irchivespPublication Fund Committee. A bibliographical survey of mat;nals
relative to Mauritius was carried out and the results are to be published
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in the forthcoming volume Bibliography of Mauritius, 1502-1954. 1In order
to keep the Bibliography up-to-date, it is proposed to issue, as an appendix
to the annual report of the Department, a bibliographical ~supplement
incorporating additional materials which come (o light from year to year.

UNITED KINGDOM
The Committee on Departmenial Records

The recommendations of the Committee on Departmental Records weré
placed for the consideration of the Parliament early in 1955, and theif
implications are being examined by the Government. While the Government
is disposed to accept the methods recommended for proper preservation
of the records of the Government Departments in England and Wales,
the proposal that the opening of records to the public after 50 years of their
creation should be automatic unless a Department wished any class of its
own records to be excluded from the operation of this rule is still under
examination.

J. H. Collingridge was appointed to the new post of Records
Administration Officer and is charged with the oversight of records beforé
their transfer to the Public Record Office.

Public Record Office, London

The working of the scheme of intermediate repositories is showing good
results. As a result of the policy of storing at Ashridge certain classes of
records (irrespective of date), for which there is little demand by searchers,
3,678 foot-run of records were transferred there from the Chancery Lane. The
total foot-space of records transferred from the Government Departments
fell to 1,642 during 1955 from 7,840 feet in 1954. 32 Departments Were
storing records in the three intermediate Repositories at Hayes, Yeading
and Leake Street. The Ministry of Supply and the Treasury Solicitor’s Office
made use of these repositories for the first time. The total foot-run of
shelving filled with records in the three repositories rose from 4,69,000 t0
5,72,000.

At the Chancery Lane a new storage room for maps and plans was
brought into use; the lower floor is fitted with steel racking for the larger
rolled maps; the upper floor with steel plan-presses and a large inspection
table. The room is expected to hold 1,500 rolled maps and 6,000 maps stored
flat in the presses.

Curia Regis Rolls, Vol. XI and Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem
Edward 111, Vol. XI1], were published during 1955. Giuseppi’s Guide to the
Public Records is being revised, and the text of the new edition is expected
10 be ready by the end of 1956. '

Historical Manuscripts Commission

The Commission’s most active work continues to be done mail}ly
through the National Register of Archives, in visits of inspection, in advice
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to owners and in arrangements for the deposit of manuscripts in approved
repositories, The periodical Bulletins of the Register include an annual list
of the manuscripts received by national and local repositories. The work of
the Register has lately been facilitated by the use of a dyeline photo-printing
machine which enables it to reproduce and circulate existing lists or catalogues
hitherto not normally available for study.

The sixth conference of the National Register of Archives was held
at Vintner’s Hall on 22 March 1956. An exhibition showing the progress of
the Register’s work was arranged for the occasion. At the formal meeting
presided over by Sir Hilary Jenkinson, Mr. S. D. Freer, the Assistant
Registrar, spoke of the Newcastle Papers, formerly at Clumber and now
deposited in Nottingham University Library through the agency of the
Register. Other important speeches included one made by Miss Alison
Reeve on the records of the Foundling Hospital and another by H. M.
Colvin on the National Register as seen by a historian and user of
documents. The conference concluded with a speech from the Master of
the Rolls.

. Society of Archivists

The first conference of the newly reconstituted Society of Archivists was
held at York on 13-14 May 1955. An excellent exhibition of documents
from the York Diocesan Record Office was arranged on the occasion.

The Society of Archivists has appointed a Committee to deal with
the technical aspects of archives administration. The Committee is composed
of Roger Ellis, Chairman, Miss E. D. Mercer, Secretary, and three other
members. It has on its panel several specialist advisers. The Committee’s
services would be available to the members of the British Records Association.

British Records Association

The Annual General Meeting of the British Records Associagion was
held on 12 December 1955 with Mr. Evershed, the Master of the Rolls, in
the chair. At the annual general meeting of the Records Preservation
Section Mr. John Shearman spoke on a new subject of great interest for
Archivists—the Archives of Motoring. Several speakers emphasised the
importance of such records because of the revolution which had come abgut
in the way of life as a result of the invention of the internal combx'lst{on
engine. Mr. Shearman expressed a hope that the Briti.sh Becords Association
would set up a joint committee with other organ-lzatlons .concerne:d to
encourage the preservation of motoring records. Sir Hilary Jenkinson, thinking
the speaker, remarked that the Association could help ?o' find out what the
historian wanted to have preserved and where the archivist should look for

motoring archives.
At the Technical Discussion Meeting on 13 December 1955 Mr. Tottle

- brought specimens of apparatus which might be used to test and control the
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“climate™—temperature and humidity of a strong room. The instruments
included a dehumidifier, a sling hygrometer, wet and dry bulb thermometer,
a silica-gel “breather” and an electric convector heater. A brisk discussion
ensued regarding relative humidity, mould growth, and air-conditioning in
strong rooms.

“The Historian and the Local Record Office” was the subject chosen for
the Discussion Meeting of the Association. Sir Frank Stenton who opcned
the discussion pointed out that, although national and local records were
quite distinct, the distinction was one of origin and not of any basic impor-
tance. Local record offices had much to offer to the historian, particularly in
the field of social history. Mr. Rathbonc suggested that local record offices
should function as part of a national net-work and avoid division of a record
group among themselves. Mr. Reddaway said that the historian could help
the archivist by supplying to the record office a copy of his thesis and giving
information of important documents in private hands. Miss Sinar added that

the historian could help the archivist greatly by telling him what he was
working on.

Anglo-American Conference of Historians

The annual Anglo-American Conference of Historians attended by nearly l

400 persons was held from 12 to 14 July 1956. The general session was
addressed by Professor Herbert Butterfield, the main theme of his address
being “George III and the 19th century historians”. Twelve papcrs were
read at the different sections of the Conference which were devoted 10O
medieval English, modern British, medieval European, modern European,
Colonial, and American history. At the final General meeting Mr. M. F.
Bond, Clerk of the Records, House of Lords, read a paper on “Record Offices
to-day : facts for historians”. As at previous conferences an exhibition of

historical works published in Great Britain during the preceding twelve months
was held.

Demonstration Bindery

The School of Librarianship and Archives, University College, London,
has opened a Demonstration Bindery at the College under the supervision
and direction of Mr. Sydney M. Cockerell. The main purpose is t0
demonstrate to students and librarians the principles of book construction,
the strength of materials and the repair of valuable books and maduscripts
and to give general assistance in repair and binding problems.

AUSTRALIA
Commonwealth Archives Committee

The work of the Commonwealth Archives Committee is proceeding, and
its report on the permanent archives system in Australia is expected early.
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The over-all rate of accessioning rose very considerably during 1955-56
in the various repositories. If the present progress is maintained it is expected
that within the next two years the main objective—to have in custody all
records of the Commonwealth departments up to 1929—will be attained.

A new repository at Karakatta, Perth, has been completed. It will start
functioning early in 1957. A survey is being conducted to ascertain whether
a repository is required at Hobart.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
National Archives and Records Service

The Supreme Court of the United States has decided to deposit its
records in the National Archives, and the transfer of its old records has
commenced.

Two pamphlets—The Archivists Code and Applying Records Schedules
—have been issued. National Archives Accessions No. 52, listing records
accessioned between 1 July 1953 and 30 June 1955 has been published. With
a view to standardize Professional terminology, the National Archives has
issued a preliminary draft of the Glossary of Records Terminology. 1t will
be finalized after the comments and suggestions of the archivists and records
officers have been obtained.

The National Archives and Records Service in cooperation with the
Federal Supply Service is developing improved office equipment and supplies
needed by the Federal Government. Federal Standard No. 95 published
during the year established S5-drawer filing cabinets as standard for
Government use.

Theodore R. Schellenberg, Director of Archival .Management, was
awarded a 1955 merit citation by the National Civil Service League.

Library of Congress

The Library was the recipient of several collections of personal papers.
Of them, mention may be made of the papers of Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg,
late Air Force Chief of Staff; Gen. George Van Horn Moseley of World War
I fame; Gen. Charles P. Summerall also of World War I, and James J.
Davies, Secretary of Labour, 1921-30. Naval Historical Foundation papers.
placed in the Library on long-term deposit, were augmented l?y further
important additions, viz., 20 papers of Josiah Fox. navgl architect who
helped in designing the frigates authorized by the Congress in 1794; 41 letters
of Capt. Horace Bucklin Sawyer, 1813-38; 45 papers of Commodore Ja.mes
Barron, 1831-49; and about 650 papers of Commander Arthuf Stanley Riggs.
The Library has also received the papers of late Samuel thttemc'bre Boggs,
Geographer of the Department of State, 1924-54 anfi an authority on.thc
cataloguing of maps and on international boundaries. Other accessions
included the papers of Oscar Terry Crosby, Asstt. Secretary of the Treasury
under President Wilson, and the papers of Julius A. Krug when he was
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with the Federal Communications Commission, the Tennessee Valley
Authority and the War Production Board, 1942-45. Transcripts of documents
in the Archives at Simancas and other Spanish repositories are among the
4,500 manuscripts of th late Hispanic American scholar, William R.
Shepherd, presented to the Library.

Lester K. Born, Co-ordinator in the Library’s micro-reproduction

project, has resigned from the Library to serve as Cultural Affairs Officer,
United States Embassy, Manila, P. I.

German Foreign Ministry Documents

German Foreign Ministry Archives lodged in England during World
War II will be shortly repatriated to Germany. Parts of these archives which
cover the period 1867-1920 are now available in the form of microfilms
from the University of California Library, Berkeley. The selections which
have been microfilmed centre round Anglo-German and German-American
relations in the Bismarck period.

PRESERVATION AND PHOTODUPLICATION

Listomatic Camera

The Kodak Listomatic Camera facilitates the publication of repetitive
lists such as catalogues, bibliographies, lists etc. This camera enables the
user to maintain the entries on individual tabulating cards in a standard
card file, where revisions, additions, and deletions are done in the usual
manner. To publish the list the prepared cards are run through the
machine. The camera automatically photographs the listing in columns of
pre-determined length, at approximately 230 cards per minute on 2
continuous 400-feet roll of film. This film, after normal photographic
processing, is cut into columns, made up into page formats and used as the
negative from which to make standard offset printing plates.

New Microcard Reader

The Microtext Publishing Corporation, New York, has manufactured a
new, inexpensive, pocket-size, compact microcard reader, with which the
user can read microcards whenever he desires. The reader has a wide field
12 X lens, and weighs 7 oz. with batteries.

Collating Machine

The British Museum has installed in the Department of Printed Books
an electrically operated collating machine. Two theoretically identical copies
of a book are opened at the same page, placed on baize-covered platforms
ander a powerful lamp. The platforms are adjusted by hand-operated gadgets
and are moved in such a fashion as to produce coincided image on a central
screen. When the images are alternated rapidly, so that they appear to t.he
eye to be superimposed, any difference in setting between the two copies
leaps to the eye.

BOOK REVIEWS

.T rade and Finance in the Bengal Presidency, 1793-1833, by Amales Tripathi

(Orient Longmans, Calcutta, 1956; pp. 289; price Rs. 20).

One of the most disheartening gaps in Indian historical and economic
scholarship is in the field of economic history. Our -historical scholars haye
done valuable work in reconstructing the story of our political anc! social
development, and our economists have often engaged them§elv§s in the
study of the history of particular segments of modern econc')mlc. life. But we
do not yet have a comprehensive and integrated economic history of .the
country. In regard to the ancient and medieval periods, this gap has mainly
been due to the lack of source material which would be adequate for the
building up of a comprehensive and chronologically flowing story. Al} tl}at
is possible perhaps is the reconstruction of the picture of th? economic life
of the people at particular stages, as in case of More.lands' works‘or of
some recent research publications dealing with ancient India. Itisa gontmuous
or near-continuous series of such pictures that create economic hlsfory and
it is doubtful if it will ever be possible to write a real economic history of
India in the pre-British days. '

This, however, does not apply to the British period, and if Qr. Tripathi’s
work is a guide, it appears that extremely valuable inves.tlgatlons can be
undertaken on the basis of published reports and unquhshed documents
relating to the working of the East India Company in India and of the other
related or interested organisations. The only noteworthy a}ttempt that was
made in the past to utilise this material, particularl'y the parliamentary papers,
for writing a systematic economic history of India was ‘that of R. C. Dl'ltf?
while all others who used this material wrote on selectional problems, l{ke
those of land revenue settlement. A few of our younger scholars had tried
to widen the coverage, but they were bandicapped by the fact that most
of the source material was not available in India.

Dr. Tripathi’s attempt is notable because of the thoroughness with .whlch
he has examined the source material. including the docu.ments .relatlng to
the Agency Houses, and the open academic approac_h Wl'th which hl: tas
tried to analyse the data. R. C. Dutt did an ogtsta.ndmg piece of work, but
his two books did not really become economic history, ﬁrsf beca\.xse they
did not have the comprehensive coverage withput which history is never
meaningful and secondly because he was seeking through.out to prove a
particular thesis. Dr. Tripathi has, on the other hand, tried to cover his
subject very fully, and he has allowed the facts he has marshalled to speak
for themselves and to present their own picture.

The picture that has emerged is exceedingly comp_lex. and is i.rxtriglfingly
interesting because of its complexities. Instead of a s1mp1.e. bold-line picture
of a cool, calculating foreign power seeking to ffstabhsh political and economic
domination over a poor, incompetent and divided people, we get the picture
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of the interaction of numerous conflic

forces bringing about fing interests, a complex  polygon of

e a result which is far removed from what it would have
:)he: r;Jrlia‘c;ngel(;:rZloffothﬂc's\c ‘fgrccs had bc.en absolutely dominant. There were
and between rivaten t"u(; f:lween Parliament and the East India Company,
on all this hp re trade and Company trade. There were superimposed
5 it" . Is the clashes of interest between the Agency Houses and other
shri plss d:]r:jtegist:e bet\;;egg‘the owners of .I'ndia-built ships and those of British
i ’)en ritish and non-Brltlsh trade. There were intertwined

Is complex network the opposing interests of many different private

groups in India and in England and the ivalri '
. ( ersonal the
policymakers both in Calcutta and in LondoE. rivalries amoné

oper;ttio\;fa;fv;/lltlhtl}r]lc::cf unstable and uncertain structure resulting from the
opera 8 forces that trade took place, capital came in for local
ment, profit remittances were made, expenditures were undertaken and
$on§y borrowed and lent. ‘Dr. T-ripathi has taken great pains to emphasize
e 1mpprtant role of profit-remittances in trading and other policies. An
economist who tries to apply his present-day technique of balance-of-payments
analysis to the situation described by the author will of course be baffled. He
will note the difficultics of the ‘transfer problem’ for a country which .WaS

a net importer of gold, but it will not be clear to him why the problem of .

profit-remittance was difficult, if profits arose from the export trade itself
fmd were earned in foreign currency. It would seem that there would be 2
transfer problem’ to the extent that profits arose in India, or in the
rupee-account trade; it is possible that these profits were sub;tantial.“aﬂd
if some future research scholar would isolate the net foreign currency
earnings from East India trade (Company and private) from -the rupee
earnings, it may become possible to undertake an interesting study of India’s
balance of payments problems in the early 19th century. A

It i’s here tha.t the reader-—or at least the reader who is primarily an
economist—has his greatest difficulty, and it is probable that Dr, Tripathi

also faced his most important obstacle in i i i i
: a in_isolating meaningful categories
from the accounts kept by the East India’ Company. It is exgtreniely digﬂ”lcult

to get a coherent meaning out of the Company’s accounts as presented in
the boqk. There is first of all the problem of currency conversion, ©of
comparison, for different places and times of the value-categories stated in
the lgcal and current rupee, the sicca rupee and the pound sterling. The
solut»lc?n of this difficulty will be laborious, but not absolutely unmanage-
able; it is the other difficulties which create greater problems. One of the
most important of these is terminological. Terms like ‘investment’ were used
in the Company’s accounts and reports in senses which are narrower oOf
.w1der than, and sometimes absolutely different from, their accepted mean-
Ings. The’ very important category ‘profit’ has nowhere been defined and
one gets little indication of the way in which profits were computed, Besides
one does not get any idea about profits as a percentage of the capital in-
vested, or even as a percentage of ‘investment’ in the Company-account
sense. The budgetary accounts also leave the economist unsatisfied, because
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he is not quite clear about the exact residue which is described sometimes as
a “territorial surplus’, or about the major components of the so-called ‘extra-
ordip.ary receipts’.

What has been said above is not intended to include the deficiencies
in Dr. Tripathi’s work, but rather to emphasize the difficulties he must
have faced and submitted to. The difficultics of definition have naturally
created difficulties of comparison. One of the most conspicuous gaps
in the picture presented by Dr. Tripathi is that while there

is a profusion of detailed trade statistics for particular time-segments, for

particular ports and sometimes for separate destinations and origins, one

looks in vain for a simple continuous time-series which seeks to relate

significant aggregates for all the years and for the entire period. It is not
possible for the .reviewer to judge how difficult the task of deriving such
a time-series would have been, and it is easily possible that the presently
available data can provide nothing more than what the reader gets in Dr.
Tripathi’s book. There is, however, a very good . case for a thorough
examination of the available raw data by trained statisticians, and it is
not unlikely that both historians and economists will beuefit from such
basic work. ,

The economist gets in Dr. Tripathi’s book. much that is highly
interesting to him and notes that many of the problems of the present-day

.world were troubling. people in the early 19th century. Alternatively, it is

possible that inconvertible currencies, trade and payment restrictions and
the new monopoly elements have combined to transplant the mid-twentieth
century to the early nineteenth. One notes the extent to which what is
known now as ‘switch trade’ was carried on a century and a half ago.
One notes how the grant of favourable rates of exchange to the lenders to
the government created in effect what would now be described as a multiple
currency practice. And one also gets interested in the sensitivity of the
bond market to the accumulation of short loan funds in the hands of private
traders in India. In these many small details of information, the economist
gets an appetising foretaste of a variety of fare which he hopes will be
available some day in its rich plenty. _

Dr. Tripathi’s contribution towards the building up of a full economic
history of India is undoubtedly great. 1f the book appears at times to be
too full of facts, it has to be remembered that some one has to take the
first and essential step of collecting the facts and putting them together.
One can legitimately expect that the present book will not be the last work

‘of Dr. Tripathi on this subject. As it stands, the book provides history

as history always is, a story of many strands, some harmonising and some
at cross purposes with others, appearing to baﬁle.all attempts- to discover
a unitary or general theme. Tt is, however, possible to hold that the
historian’s task does not end with the detailed narration of -a complex
story. ‘Tt is- worthwhile in almost all -cases.to seek to find out what may
be. called the trend-elements—the course of the curve that is compounded
of the innumerable component curves which fluctuate or move,. explicably
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at times and with inexplicable erraticness at others. Once the details have
been collected, the very important task of inference and interpretation
remains to be undertaken. The high order of ability shown by Dr. Twpathi
in collecting and presenting his data makes one confident that he is pre-emi-

nently qualified to satisfy his readers’ further expectations by his future
work.

BHABATOSH DATTA

Imago Mundi, A Review of Early Cartography, Vol. X1, Edited by Leo
Bagrow (Holland, 1956; pp. 192, plates 32; price 62 guilders).

Volume XII of Imago Mundi provides a rich feast for all who ~ are
interested in the science of cartography, or the art of map-making, of the
adventures of travellers and navigators who had the privilege of contributing
to man’s knowledge of the world we live in. The maps described and
reproduced come from all parts of the world, and date from the 14th to

the 18th centuries. In spite of the age of the original maps, the legibility of
the reproductions is remarkable, and the coloured map of the world by
Cornelis Danckerts makes a beautiful picture.

The volume opens with an important professional review of the various
forms of projection used in early maps, a subject that is generally most
alarming to the unprofessional map-reader. Herr Keuning starts with 2
list of treatises on map projections that have been published in Europe and
America between 1815 and 1938, but points out that these give but litdle
attention to maps of the 15th and 16th centuries.

The 16th century saw the birth of many new maps, stimulated by the
recent discovery of printing and, in 1511, by the first publication of Ptolemy’s
maps, whose various projections of his own design are here described. It
-was in this century that the famous Dutchman, Gerard Mercator (1512-94)
devised his unusual projection for the special needs of ocean navigatiofly
disregarding the distortion of shapes and areas. By adjustment of the ratio
between scales of latitude and longitude he was able to show the position
of all points, not only according to their correct geographical coordinates,
but also with their correct mutual directions and distances apart. A reduction
of one of his maps of the world faces page 104.

M. Marcel Destombes gives a most interesting account of a Portugues®
chart of the southern hemisphere, found in the Topkapu Saray Library a't
Istanbul amongst ancient documents collected by thé ‘Turkish Sultans-
This is described as “The Chart of Magellan” and is proved from'in’term;l1
evidence to have been made for Magellan’s historic voyage from the Atlanti€
to the Pacific ocean cutting off the hazards of rounding Cape Horn by the
safer passage through the strait that now bears his name.

A reduction of this circular chart faces page 65. It extends to the
equator, but shows nothing of Australasia. It shows with a wealth of names
the coasts of southern Africa that had been discovered between 1484 and
1500 by Diogo Cao, Bartholomeo Diaz, and Vasco da Gama. It shows
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Madagascar which had been discovered by Alvarez Cabral in 1500. The Indian
Ocean is named Mare Indicum. It shows the Atlantic coast of ~South
America, first discovered by Cabral about 1500, with an abundance of
names northward from Cape Santa Maria in latitude 23°S. It continues
south without names, but bearing a legend attributing its discovery to
Magellan. Nothing whatever is shown of the Pacific coast or of Magellan’s
later discoveries.

The only other geographical information on the chart is a part of the
Malay Archipelago that is reproduced on a larger scale facing page 87. This
shows considerable detail and many names, including the eastern end of
Sumatra, here named Camatora, the Sunda Strait, the north coast of Java,
and the string of islands eastward to the Celebes and the Spice Islands, or
Moluccas, showing Amboina and Banda amongst others. A unique feature
of this map is the location of the zero meridian of longitude to pass through
the Moluccas, about 1274 degrees east of Greenwich, and this was done
with a purpose. ,

In 1514 the Treaty of Torsedilas of 1494 was confirmed by the Pope,
and “the Pole’s line”, 370 leagues west of Cape Verde Islands, or about
474 degrees west of Greenwich, was declared to be the line of demarcation
between Spanish and Portuguese possessions, Portugal to the east, Spain
to the west. This line passed through the heart of Brazil, and if the
Moluccas fell 175 degrees further west they would lie just five degrees
inside the Portuguese hemisphere. Possession of the Moluccas, or Spice
Islands was the main subject of controversy between Spain and Portugal
from 1515 to 1530.

When in 1511 the Portuguese admiral Alphonso d’Albuquerque
conquered Malacca in the Malay peninsula, he sent an expedition to explore
the islands further east, and a second expedition reached the Moluccas in
1515 by way of the north coast of Java. Portugal claimed possession of all
land discovered and occupied by her nationals in the East Indies, whatever
the longitude. '

Ferdinand Magellan had accompanied one of these expeditions to the
Moluccas as a Portuguese officer, but after his return to Europe he had
renounced his Portuguese service for that of Spain, offered his services
to King Charles V of Spain to lead a Spanish expedition from the west with
the view to proving the Spanish claim to those islands. He was assisted in his
preparations by the Portuguese astronomer Ruy Faleiro.

‘Leaving Spain in August 1519 Magellan led his small squadron down
the east coast of South America, and after trouble with mutinous officers
made a memorable passage of the Magellan’s Strait, of six weeks .duration,
to reach the Pacific Ocean. In March 1521 he brought his two remaining
ships to the Philippines where he was killed in a scuffle with. the islanders.
His ships continued the voyage westward to complete their circumnavigation
round the Cape of Good Hope, but as they passed the Moluccas, Magellan’s
papers were seized and sent home to King John at Lisbon.
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mostArec:(;:ic;regcel\fvas-held at Badajoz in Spain in 1524, attended by the
commissmnedet a?tron'omers and cartographers of the two countries,
longitude.of th0 It\/rld(ie a second.demarcation line and to establish the tru€
Shoste was tc1 do'uccas. This failed to come to agreement, and the
Sopute v ;e t g in 1829 by the capitulation of Saragossa, under which
opan Oooeg()leé':n glelzacilsalrz to the Spice Islands in return for the payment
to fall 17 degrees east of thenidzliz:::cauon fine was provisionsly et
‘ Aft'er discussing the known details of this stor i iled
comparison with the maps of this period, M. Destoymatl)r:si g?xll(el: gtoal tgztigﬂ‘
clusion that the Topkapu Saray chart was drawn by Pedro Reinel, a Portuguese
}c\flrﬁographer, between 1522 and 1524, being copied from one drawn by
R1msell:f in 1519 and that the set-up and projection had been laid out by
be\;();re alelro;iBoth of them are lfnown to have taken part in the conferences
efere ﬁant after .Magellans expedition. M. Destombes finds
th ‘ rst map to give sg good a view of the southern hemisphere, and
e only knpwn. I.’ortuguese chart of the period between 1520 and 1530. It
ccfmtams' the 01.'1gma1 record of the discovery of the Cape Horn extremity
of Southh America, an‘d “is a capital document for the history of g«eographical
discoveries and projections”. The article concludes with a comparative
table of all the place names with those of other maps.
1954On pages 139 to 1.49 is an account of the celebrations in Venice during

'of the 70F)th anniversary of the birth of Marco Polo, with an account
of his seve.ral journeys to China between 1271 and 1292. 'Marco Polo drew
no maps himself. His manuscript narratives were written during ten months
imprisonment at Genoa, and were not incorporated into any maps until
.1375-, when the Spanish cartographer, Jaffuda Cresques made use of them
in his Catalan Atlas of Charles V. Between 1450 and 1459 a map of the
world_ embodying all the geographical information and all the place names
contained in Marco Polo’s narratives was prepared by Fra Mauro of the
Monastery of Murano, an island near Venice.

On pages 157 to 159 Nicholas Poppe gives the history of two maps
of Central Asia that are here reproduced. Early in the 18th century, when
Charl'es XII of Sweden was defeated by Peter the Great at Poltava'in the
Ukraine, 1709, two Swedish officers, Philip Johan von Strahlenberg and
Johan Gustav Renat, were taken prisoner and exiled to eastern Russia.
Strahlenberg later returned to become an authority on the peoples and
languages of eastern Russia. Renat, an artillery sergeant, was captur
by the Kalmucks and held prisoner in their country west of the Caspian s¢2
fqr seventeen years before returning to Sweden in 1734. He brought back
WI.th him two maps of Central Asia which then remained unknown t©
science for more than a century till 1878, when they were found in the
hbrary. of Linkoping by the Swedish novelist Strindberg. Both maps were
of _Chmese‘ qrigin; the first, R-1, had been copied by a Kalmuck from 2
Chinese original, and was presented to Renat by the Kalmuck ruler. The
second, R-2, had been obtained from Chinese troops who had attacke
the Kalmucks. .
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These two maps are the oldest known maps of Central Asia of Mongol
origin. R-1 extends from the city of Samarkand on the west to Khami on
the east; from the southern borders of Khotan northwards to the river
Irtysh. In other words, from longitude 70° to 91° East, and latitude

39° to 50° North.

~ R-2 stretches from Turfan on the west to the river Tula in the east; from
lake Koko Nor on the south to the river Kemchik in the north; longitude 79°
to 107° East, and latitude 37° to 51° North. R-2 is particularly interesting
because it shows a considerably greater amount of geographical knowledge
than possessed by contemporary European authors.

This volume contains altogether 28 articles describing early maps of
North America, Europe, North Asia, and in one case North Africa, which
is of interest in view of the Portuguese decree of 1504 “forbidding any private
person to produce or own any maps or globes representing the lands situated
beyond the Congo” (page 67). There is an interesting note on early watermarks
and another on the length of the league, or Portolan mile, of Mediterranean
charts. The twelve books reviewed were published in America, Italy, Israel,
Holland, and Japan. The chronicle of map sales and exhibitions covers
Austria, England, Germany, Italy, Sweden, US.A, USSR, and Venezuela.
The bibliography notices 150 books or articles published during 1954,
amongst which we notice an article by V. S. Agarwala on Ancient Indian
Geography, appearing in the Bulletin of the National Geographical Society

of India, published at Banaras.

Imago Mundi is of so very great interest that it would be of great help
if the Editor could provide a subject index to every five or ten volumes.
The Editor would, T am sure, rejoice to receive descriptions and photographs
of ‘any map or portion of map of India or South Asia earlier than the 18th

century. ‘

A few hours spent browsing through this magnificent volume will prove
richly rewarding to any student of either geography or history, and show
how immensely these two branches of science can be illuminated by a study
of Maps.
' R. H. PHILLIMORE .

Dockyard and the Wadia Master Builders by. Ruttonjee

The Bombay
Price  Rs. 22.50

Ardeshir Wadia (Bombay, 1955; pp. 401 +xx;

in India and Rs. 25 abroad). ,
" It is a fascinating but authoritative study of the growth and development
of the Bombay. Dockyard written round the activities of the Wadia family
who-under the leadership and inspiration of the first “Black” Master Builder,
Lowjee Nusserwanjec Wadia, played a notable part in the construction of
ships for the English East India Company as also for the British - Royal
Navy at Bombay.  What might have been a chronicle of - dry details,
collected from various sources. including the published and unpublished
records. in the. Bombay Secretariat, the National Archives of India, and
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;zfoCommonwcalth Relations Office in London. has really been transformed

" mt rfc:l?]eitlncg byI rcfer'enct.z to the role of the founder and other members

h - y ln' n? chdngl.ng fortuncs of the Bombay Dockyard and, for
e matter of that, in the history of ship-building in modern India.

dea[T‘::icihb?ho;( hlS lel(?Cd mto two ‘p‘arls. The seven chapters of Part I
shinine - istory and the acquisition of Bombay by Britain, Indian
, ‘I;ng and ship-building, the Indian Navy, the docks and ship-building
:: ulr3aot, band the devclopment and administration of the dockyard
o the }r)r:)ritg'.uj Th\e/ "author has  quoted the prophecy  attributed
India will begkt;stc o iceroy Antonio de' Mello de Castro. “1 foresee that
Bombay”. § the same day on which the English nation is settled in

mbay”, and has shown how the possession of Bombay enabled the

British to develop their naval
strength and spre: ; s
Eastern Asia. g pread their empire in South

of L;r‘};;e:llegslntcrest. of the book, however, centres round the contributions
¢ ! s§ryvanjce .Wadla. and of his descendants, to the building up
o) t-e Bm.lsh shipping in Bombay which are dealt with in Part II. Of
})’artlcu.l.ar 1mp0{tanccvto the East India Company were the services of
lSl(r)r;]s(etll dBom'an]cc Wadia. Death only separated him from the Bombay
i yar \yhlch he helped tq develop with great zeal and devotion during
Is connection with it extending over a period of 50 years. He raised the

reputation of the family to its zenith duri
the Master Builder. urine fhe 23 years he S¢rved ;

DockF r;r(;\ 1}7133 right up to 1857 the post of the Master Builder in Bombay
™ yar ad been held by the members of the Lowjee family.
¢ son succeeded the father not so much by hereditary right as by virtue
of merit and approved ability which enabled them to maintain the
progressive trend throughout these long years. With the disappearance of
the East India Company, the activities of the Bombay Dockyard were much
reduced ‘and ultimately, on 30 April 1863, the Indian Navy ceased to exist.
The post of the Master Builder of Bombay Dockyard was abolished.

' Let it not be supposed that the family of Lowjee has been always
in affluent circumstances. Like the “Black Zamindar” of the East India
Company in 'Calcutta, the “Black Master Carpenter” of the Company if
Borp‘.)ay received a very poor salary in relation to the responsibility of his
position. In view of the meritorious services Lowjee and his two sons had
rendered not only to the Government of the Company and to the British Navy
but .also to all private shipping, their salaries were increased in 1764
Low;ee.v was henceforth to get Rs. 50 and his two sons Maneckjee and
Bomanjee, who also later rose to be Joint Master Builders, were to get
Rs. 30 and Rs. 25 per month respectively. The Company of course rewarded
them for specially meritorious works by the presentation of shawls, silver
rules and medals on which the names of the recipients were inscribed.

Tht? introductic'm .of steam for propelling vessels through water and the
use of iron for building ships changed the whole character of the art of
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ship-building, and the old practices of the Bombay Dockyard had naturally
to be modified. But the Lowjee family may well be proud of their
achicvements in ship-building.

Like the famous muslin cloth of Bengal, whose superiority led the
English manufacturers of cloth to carry on an agitation to shut out the
Bengal cloth from the English market, the ships made in Bombay had
to face a tumultuous agitation from the ship-buiiders of Londoa. Books
on the impolicy of employing India-built ships in the trade of the East India
Company were presented to Members of Parliament. But the vessels built
at Bombay by the Parsi Masier Builders, whether for the Navy or for private
owners, could hold their own by the superior quality of their construction
and by their durability and fitness for service under all conditions.

Among the many interesting episodes narrated in the book is the
competition between the mighty oak of Britain and the fine teak-wood
of the Malabar forests of India as to which was the more suitable material
for the building of ships. The story of the “Trincomalee”, renamed the
“Foudroyant”, the oldest ship in the world, “still afioat and still in active
use”, made in Bombay and launched in October 1817 has been a challenge
of the enduring Indian teak to the glories of the British oak.

The book is profusely illustrated. There are 58 photographs, besides
a useful map. One would very much wish that such a book would be free
from printing mistakes. Unfortunately some have crept in. But Mr. R. A.
Wadia has rendered a distinct service by bringing out a book which bears
ample evidence of his painstaking research and is 2 valuable contribution

to the history of ship-building in Bombay and in India.

SUKUMAR BHATTACHARYA

Maharaja Ranjit Singh by Sita Ram Kohli (Allahabad, 1956, pp. 210;
price Rs. 6.50).

In this nicely balanced and well-documented study of Maharaja Ranyjit
Singh (in Hindi) the learned author—Principal Sita Ram Kohli—tells us almost
everything worth telling—the evolution of Sikh fraternity under the hegemony
of the first five Gurus known as “Deg ke dhane” (the heroes of spirituality);
the first great Sikh transformation from a religious fraternity into a militant
sect—first defensive and later aggressive—under the hegemony of the last five
Gurus known as “Deg aur Teg ke dhane” (the heroes of spirituality and
sword); the political condition of the Punjab before the debut of Ranjit
Singh: his accession to the Gaddi of the Sukherchakian Misl; his early life;
his marriage and its political significance; his rise to power, conquests and
domination in the Punjab; the second great Sikh transformation into a
well-knit political entity under the Maharaja’s leadership; his foreign relations
and policy towards the neighbouring independent states, notably towards
the East India Company; his system of administration with reference to his
fiscal policy, treasury and military machine; and also his religion and his
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attitude to religions other than his own. The book has 19 chapters and in
addition there are six Appendices throwing light upon his Durbar and
Durbaris, his European officers— their names and salaries; his family and
the like. It is gratifying to learn that the author has thrown in his critical
observitions here and there. and in doing o he has taken into consideration
the views of the other authors on the subject, directly or indirectly. He has
also thrown welcome light on some most striking features of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh’s life and administration.

This does not, however, mean that everything is perfect. One criticism
that can be directed against the author is his silence on some important
aspects of the Maharaja’s governance and policy, notably his North-West
Frontier Policy and administration; the evolutionary career of the Sikh
military system and machine since the days of Guru Har Gobind Singh;
a general survey of his civil administration including judicial system. The

legacy of the Sikhs has not reccived at the hands of the author the attention
it really deserves.

Another criticism against the author is that the arrangement of the
subject-matter of the book leaves much to be desired. A good deal of the
subject-matter of Chapters XVII and XVIiI could have been more suitably
cmbodied in earlier chapters. Tt would be, in my view, much better to divide
the account of the Maharaja’s government into two parts viz., “Efficient
Parts” and “Dignified Parts” and to describe these separately and a litile
more comprehensively and critically.

The language of the book is simple, the flow is spontancous and the
subject has been presented in an interesting manner. Mistakes of language
are conspicuous by their absence but the general get-up of the book leaves
much to be desired and mis-prints are many.

From this brief and general survey of the various aspects of the
Maharaja’s career, private and public, and of some of his institutions
covered by this study, it is obvious that the author has the gift of going
straight to the core of the subject and presenting essentials as a welcome
and interesting whole, leaving out the non-essentials. The book has supplied
the much-felt need of the Hindi-reading public and is easily one of the
best books on the subject. I am, however, not quite sure if it could be very
suitable as a text-book but;iti would undoubtedly be a desirable addition
to every library.

GANPAT RAI

The Public Records of Southern Rhodesia, 1890-1923 (Cape Town, 1956,
pp. xxxviii 4+ 282).

The Central African Archives has brought out a useful guide to the
Public Records of Southern Rhodesia which makes known for the first
time the records pertaining to the years 1890-1923—the period of Southern
Rhodesian history when the country was administered by the British South
African Company.
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The constitutional history of Southern RhoSIesia may be said to
commence with the signing of the Moffat Treaty in February 18838 by tpeE
British Government on the one hand and Lobengula, the.pe_rmanent Chie
of the Matabele nation, on the other. Rhodes’ drcar.n. of bringing these l?aFts
of South Africa under thc hegemony of the British became a real;ty
when the British South Africa Company was incorporated on 29 Octo er
1889 with the solc purpose of cstablishing E.u‘ropean‘rule and escontc})lmlg
enterprise in these backward regions. The political  history of_ Olfl et:;e
Rhodesia follows the usual well-defined pattern under the aegls S0 e
Company, culminating in the grant of responsible gover{xrpent to Sou o
Rhodesia. The colony was formally annexed to the British Crown un
the new constitution of 1 October 1923.

It is the voluminous collections of records of this period, namelt);vthz
administration of the British South Africa Compz?ny, that.form thqbs.u ]et;e
matter of this guide. After a brief but adquatc 1.ntroduct1<.)n desc: mgthor
skeleton structure of the Company’s administrative machlr.lery, the a; ‘
V. W. Hiller, who is also the Chicf Archivist o'f the Federation of Bhlo es::;
surveys the records, giving the necessary fietalls, ar!d addg lusftoncauti rrr:: s
on the various departments and offices whnch‘ came 1nio bemfav rf)l;n me o
time. An outstanding feature of this guide is its carefully Fhos}\gnt:)rus
which bring to life the significant land-marks in Rhodesian history.

. . il i
This idea of bringing out a records guide referring to a partr:cu;:;alfteglc(’i

of history is worthy of note. It serves to focus' attentlon.t((;xrl the

material available on a certain topic In an archival repository.
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exts revealed several omissions and inaccuracies. Every

effort has been made in
é the prese icati
textual improvements. present publication to make the necessary
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India. Having not;'la and economic history of seventeenth century
were, they could f xlng o fear or to expect from the powers that
ofﬁci;l A t;:r essl‘y tell the unvarnished truth regardless of
knowledge of the ¢ o But.they had their limitations as well. Their
They suffered fromo:l}?try and its peopl; was in most cases superficial.
always in a position to verify o credulity of their age and were not
told. This is. h o verify or test the accuracy of what they were

s, however, not to minimise the value of their accounts of

India. As a contem
porary s ; : .
remain indispensable. ry source of Indian history, they will always

The twenty illustrations in the volume have been reproduced from

the early editions of thes i
e b . » ,
editions. . ooks in the original, as well as their English
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The series “Calendar of Persian Correspondence” gives a summary
in English of Correspondence in Persian between the Governor General
and other agents of the English E. 1. Company on the one hand and
the Indian and other Oriental rulers and dignitaries on the other. It
starts with the year 1759 and the seven volumes published earlier, with
the two now issued, bring the letters up to 1791. They give a panoramic
view of the politicnl situation in India, besides throwing important
sidelights on the social and economic condition during the years they
respectively deal with. In the letters appearing in the two volumes
under consideration the utter impotence of the titular Emperor at
Delhi, the ignominivus dependence of the Nawabs of Bengal and the
Carnatic on the Company’s liberality, the subordinate position of the
Nawab of Oudh, the gradual decline of the Nizam’s authority, and the
momentary brilliance of Sindhia, Tipu’s valiant but unsuccessful effort
to assert his position etc., are all reflected with remarkable lucidity.
Above all these powers looms the Company like a menacing cloud
waiting to spread and obliterate the rest. Everybody with any claim to
importance finds a place in the canvas, the frequency and duration of
his appearance depending on his standing as well as on his intimacy
with the Company’s Government. These letters are therefore invaluable
as a source material of Indian History and are expected to prove as
useful to scholars as the volumes published earlier.

The introductions which survey the history of the period in the .

light of the material contained in the letters, as also the short notes on
personal and place names occurring in them, and the exhaustive index

and glossary enhance the value of the volumes.

Pp. X1 + 648 + IXIII

Copies available from:
The Manager of Publications, Government of India,

~ Civil Lines, Delhi.
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