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SUMMARIES OF PAPERS

ey
A NEWLY DISCOVERED MANUSCRIPT OF INAYATULLAH'S
AHKAM-I-ALAMGIRI, sy 8. H. Askari, ParNa CoLLEGE, PATNA.

As the manuscripts of such o pritoary source of information as
Ahkam-i-Alamgiri, compiled by Inayatullah Kashmiri, the Chief Diwan
and favourite Secretary of Aurangzeb are extremely rare, an unknown copy

“of the work. recently discovered at Lucknow whereof a transcribed copy

has now been procured for the Patna University Library, has been made the
subject of the present paper. It has been compared and collated with the
copy available in the Oriental Public Library, Patna, described by Sir J. N.
Sarkar, and some of the gluring divergences have been noted. One of the
distinetive features of the newly-discovered manuscript is its apparent com-
pleteness. While it contains all the letters in the Oriental Public Library
Manuscript, though not always in the same order, it furnishes us with
many new ones. e.g., 22 against 2 letters addressed to Prince Muizzuddin.

Similar other differences have also been noted.

An attempt has also been made to bring out the importance of the
work and draw the readers’ attention to such of the contents as have not
hitherto received proper attention. Not only the Fmperor’s policy of
religious discrimination and even of intolerance but his sense of justice,
concern for the weak and the oppressed, for the peasantry and the grain
dealers and tradbrs, his anxiety to check official corruption and laxity in
administration are reflected in the letters. The letters relating to Jai
Singh Sawai, Durgadas Rathor, Guru Gobind Singh, contain much that
ix revealing and has remained previously nnnoticed.  Some of the letters—
more than 30 in number—concerning Kuropean traders and pirates in the

western waters, their activities and the Bmperor's policy towards them

have also been noted.

@)
LATING TO THE HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN
DAYS OF THE COMPANY, By H. K. Barruiary,
MENT OF Assam. .

DOCUMENTS RF
ASSAM IN THE
Epvecarion DEPARTMENT, GoOVERN

made to throw some light on an

tion in Assam. It is based on

' at the Commonwealth Relations

In this paper, an attempt has been
unknown chapter of the history of educa
unpublished official documents preserved
Office (formerly India Office), Tondon. Tt gives an idea of the system'of
education that prevailed in Assam in the pre-British days and als-;o the pohc'y
pursued and measures adopted by Pavid Scott. Adam White, Captain
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Jenki . - -
s :SC?)Z?‘ Jﬂmes’ M:}ttllle for the promotion of learning in the early days
pany. Incidentally. it also shows that the attitude of th'e Ea‘st.
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EX(_)IJ 1’;" N YF hJ 1 Ll )
USION OF HIGH CASTE UINDUS FROM OUDH POLICE

AFTER THIE MUTIN -
: s NV by N ,
LuckNow, vivpa Lan CuaTteErier, UNIVERSITY OF

Among the old distri
g the old district records of Lucknow, there are some ox: -mely

]“t(“l'(",.\'tli“”‘ { .\' St - b mo-
2 AU(I hl. t()lll‘,((,“l\ \2(!“2[})}" [RINN t i\rlllt}ill\ pl)];v‘(‘ ('i]'('l"'lr 11 l 0O
l“l“‘]'l »I\i(',h t;} . N ooy i ' o !“yk s ond e
t) < W. : HOW it ﬁ()(){[ Ul llé;‘?|:l Ol Lh{’ in“(‘]‘ .\'})Y';“l}.\\' ()(‘ > 1 i A p o \] i“
. rection . . " . . b ]]l, ‘\l Cny
counectior W lth th( l“‘(nlt(‘”&“l(“‘ ()1 ]H\\’ ilnd ()]'dlﬂ' \ "t ey lf th (0] -
. A W1 [ e Ll QY

ments reveals that after Mut
o {t}&al.& that after the Mutiny the British Governmont delil rat ly
xcluded fr . ice | ; i et
) | d from the police force Hindus of higher cast s and sought to m k‘
a close preserve for Ml i ‘v “w*’
e presevve for Mudinn. el Hindu Kavasthine,  The records st
ccords sho

that the authoritios had evolved aiindoresti in Justifi
arderesting theory in Justification of the

planned oxclusion of high covte Hj

e e eh eexte wedus and the preferentiul treatment

e )ecmo(}lu?l?ms and l\a.v.:n:rhn,a. Lt. Col. D. 8. Barrow, Officiating
1 r Generad, Oudh Police. wrote in the coure of o secret ‘

randum (dated Tucknow. 18 June RT3y /MJI ‘lj . ‘(‘(’“"‘ . are

generally spealing the best and sharpe st m.(.'.nm‘ I it o

dox that a certain officer p!':)in’sh'("l l

‘¢

M. Tt is indeed a para-
. agamst this policy in th
......... 1t secms to hee very i e e o
B , \ ns to he very unwise that we should have such a large numy
21 OF ¢ 7 two cag : 1 1 o l -
any two castes holding the ino:f important posts in the foree” Ti
comment apparently went onhe r. ; SR T
coment appue ; enbieeded. and probably it was to unswer such
rticism that the convenient th ' st
heory chout the ““hest i v
AR st and sharpest men
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AN OLD VILLAGY SURVEY REPON .o
PATNA. . R]‘I ()[IAT, RY }\ }\ I)AT']“L PATY\V\ COLLE(‘,E‘

T] .

! ve r(’p()l tg 111\(’ th()\"' ()f M ] anmes anne an(l l‘ rancis
‘ : e 1)1(1 Su y oL : &J()l‘ rI‘ s I{ g ]] ]
.}.Idlnllb() 1 ]3”“ Fnan ('()Ltﬂi“ l)l(‘” vV b N

the history of India, in ite difforont
of the cighteenth century und the
century respectively. ANl this can

of important information relating to
a~pects, during the last three decades
first two deeades of the nincteenth
euTy Tespect be, however, supplemen i-
%{:;{L }Zn;j; ir;d;:;l',ﬁgm the ()’H l‘fap()ris of the vil]agep psurvzlyt:dw}lg;hadt(:e
B get\t]é’n ! tlu ‘ovmy?m‘v < Government. had to conduet in the course

‘ments of various kinds.  Recently the writer obtained one such

Report in Persian, dat
: sian, ed 1825, from the old r i
of the Divisional Commissioner st Pantna. eeords o the Record Offce

‘ 3

This Report, included in the Proceedings of the Court of the Collector
of Shahbad, dated the 12th September, 1825, relates to the survey of village
Kaithi in tappa Bharki of pargana Sasaram in Bihar. Besides mentioning
the usual modes of settlement survey and discussing the reasons for under-
taking it, the Report‘ traces the history of this village. and also contains
highly interesting facts relating to socio-economic conditions of the time,
such as different castes and their professions, prices of commodities, agri-
cultural produce, conditions of labourers and slaves, population census
figures, etc. It further shows how the village was a self-sufficient unit
for its practical needs. o

%) y
SALT MONOPOLY IN ORISSA AND ITS EFFECTS DURING THE
EARLY BRITISH RULT, ny 8. C. Dg, Orissa STATE ARCHIVES,
BHUVANESWAR.

Orissa was conquered by the Iinglish in 1803 A.D. Soon after the
conquest, the English authorities established their own system of adminis-
tration, rather too hastily, without any study of the character of the people,
their history and traditions. The result was that the new system did not
work properly, and the people were discontented. One of the main causes
of the discontent was alleged to be the distressing effects of the salt monopoly
introduced by the Company soon after the conquest of the province. The
paper deals with the correspondence that passed between the authorities

on the subject. Salt which was available, at eight to fourteen annas &
maund during +the period of Maratha rule gradually became costlier till its
price was Rs. 8.4-0 per maund in 1817. This was solely due to the effect
of the salt monopoly. To add to the distress of the people, salt became
scarce in the market on account of the impudent policy of the Government.

About one-third of the total salt required for internal consumption was
was exported, as external trade was more

Tor these two reasons, the price of salt
t to procure it.

supplied to the market, the rest
lucrative than the internal sale.
was abnormally high, and it was even difficul

(6)
MAHARAJA RAJBALLABH, RAY RAYAN OF
HIS FAMILY RSTATES, By Harl Ransax GHOSAL,

MUZAFFARPUR.

THE KHALSA AND
L. S. CoLLEGE,

The paper is based on 4 number of unpublished documents of the years
1783, 1798-1801 and 1834-85 found in the archives of Muzaffarpur Collee-
torate. The documents are very important for a fresh study of Maharaja
Rajballabh, about whose family and estates our knowledge' is'still in{perfect.
These records reveal the number of landed prop.ertitas (jagirs) which Ray
Raysn Rajballabh possessed in North Bengal and in Tirhut, and the manner
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in which the Company’s Government ruthlessly resumed almost the whole
of the properties soon after his death in 1798, in complete disregard of the
solemn assurances given by Vansittart, Carnac, Verelst and Warren Hastings
that they would for ever protect and honour the prestige and interests of
his family. The misfortune which befell the family on Rajballabh’s death

and the hard circumstances of his adopted grandson Gourballabh have alsc
been noticed in the article.

. Q)
LORD ELLENBOROUGH AND THFE HOMJ AUTHORITIES 1843-44,
BY 8. GoPAL, NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA.

The second and last year of Lord Ellenborough’s tenure of office in
India is of importance in the history of the relations between the (tovernor-
General, the Cabinet and the Court of Directors. The Glgdstone Papers
in the British Museum, which shed fresh light on the matter, have been
utilised to re-assess the developments of these twelve months.

®
THE REBELLION OF MAXN SINGH RAO PATANKAR, ny Hira Lar,
' Gupra, UNIVERSITY OF SAUGOR.

Man Singh Rao Ratankar. a subordinate jagirdar of the State of Gwalior,
who was in charge of the districts of Powagarh and Panch Mahal on the
Gujarat frontier, was g very ‘ambitious,” and turbulent officer. His son,
Appa Sahib, was the son-in-law of Maharaja Daulat Rao Sindhia who was
weak in health and had no male heir to succeed him after his death. Man
Singh Rao Patankar exploited thig relationship and, taking advantage of
the stgte of affairs existing in Gwalior, rebelled against his authority hoping
to obtain countenance of the British officers.  His rebellion and the
measures adopted for his suppression give an insight into the British policy
towards the Indian states and throw a side-light on the important question
of succession that engaged the attention of the state hefor: as well as after
the death of Daulat Rao Sindhia,

. ©
' THE EVENTS LEADING TO “THI CONGT,USION OF THE TREATY

BETWEEN BHOPAT AND THT, ENGLISH IN 1818, ny 8. C.
GupTa, NaTioNAT, AcHIVES OF InDIA,

The State of Bhopal, an enclave surrounded by the Maratha States of
Central India, had to wage an intermittent struggle for its very existence
and it was not unnatural that it veered towards the British au't-hqrities in
India for support and protection.,  Its strategic position made i & particular

* of the none too friendly Maratha States.

nized the value of an independent Muhammadan principality in the midst
\

The State’s contact with the British, first established in 1778, found
its culmination in a treaty in 1818. The present paper deals generally with
this relationship and particularly with the circumstances that led to the
conclusion of the treaty of alliance between Nawab Nazar Muhammad Khan
and the Government of Lord Moira.

(10)
FOOD SCARCITY IN BOMBAY ISLAND, 1787-17389: X SIDE ISSUE
OF THE MARATHA CAMPAIGN AGAINST BASSEIN, By P. M.
JosH1, Recorp OFFICE, BoMBaAy.

When the Maratha plans of the invasion of Salsette island and the
storming of Bussein fort were known-to the Portuguese, they‘ natura.lly
looked to their friends, the British in Bombay, for help. But in helping
the Portuguese the British drew on themselves the Wrath of fi%le Marathas
who stopped the supply of food grains to Bombay .1sland. lhe'Maratha
invasion of Salsette island, as a preliminary to the siege of.Bassem, began
with the occupation of Thana after which the invaders quickly spread all
over the island occupying ome point after another.  Many people from

Salsette island sought refuge under the British flag in Bombay and added .

to the anxiety of the administration of the island with regard t'o th.e adequacy
of food grains. Governor Horne took the éxtreme step of issuing a proc-
lamation requiring refugees to quit the island and dec.lared that any
inhabitant of the island harbouring refugees would be considered tf) have
violated the law.  All inhabitants of the island were also rfaqmre_d.to
communicate to the heads of their respective castes the quantity ?f rice
and other food grains in their possession. Attempts were made to import
rice into Bombay from Mangalore, Surat and Bengal and an envoy was
sent to Chimaji Appa to negotiate in this behalf.

These facts provide one aspect of Inchbird’s embassy to Chimaji Appa.

Excerpts from eleven consultations of the Bombay Council dealing with
the subject have been reproduced in the article.

(11)
RAJENDRAS OF GANGAKHED AND THEIR BECORDS, By R. M.
Josmi, CextraL Recorps OFFICE, HYDERABAD.
The Central Records Office, Hyderabad-Dn., has come to possess family

; i he Pratapwants and the

ndras of Gangakhed. Like t ' » .

rRecon;:aOlfmt;het:za];ajendras rendered valuable services to the Asaf Jahi
ay Rayans,

: he family wasgBalajipant
State. The earliest known ancestor of the family gg ol
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served under the Nawub of Kurnool. Bug it wus Haibat Rao Gopal*who

came into lime-light during the reign of Nawab Nizam Al Khan (1761—

1803). He was posted as Akhbarnavis at Purandar about May 1774, and
the despatches be sent from the Peshwa's Court sufficiently indicate how
he meticulously and faithfully recorded the events at Poous and in other
parts of India. Recognised as he wus for his acumen in political matters,
he was entrusted by the Nizam with delicate duties

of negotiations with
Nana Farnavis and other Karbharis at Poona.

Raghottam Rao, Haibat Rao’s son, was the first who earncd the title
of “Rajendra”. The family records revesl that he was 8 scholur and a
great linguist. He had a detailed knowledge of the conditions at Poona
and the day-to-day happenings at the Nizam’s Court. Accordingly he was
made in 1791 the Nizam’s Vakil at Poona in succession to his father.

Another important member of the Rajendra family was Rughottam
Rao’s grandson Gopal Rao who rose to a position of honour in the time of
Mir Mahboob Ali Khan Buhadur (1869-1911).

(12)
RECORDS FROM A GHATPANDE FAMILY OF JUNNAR (POONA),
BY G. H. Kuare, BHARATA ITinAsa Samsuopiaka Manpavra, Poowa.

A member of the above-mentioned family brought to the Bharat
Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala & bundle of 243 old documents for examina-
tion. It consisted of 176 Persian, 2 Perso-Kannada, 18 Perso-Marathi and
48 Murathi documents. The ancestors of this family were the hereditary
accountants of 12 passes and 27 centres of toll-collection that lay in the
tract between the Nira and Pravara rivers. Most of the documnents refer
to the administration of these basses and centres, and the Vatans and
Inams of the family. Three documents, however, from  this collection
which are Adilshahi farmang bring to light for the first time a new expe-
dition of Afzalkhan into the Karnataka against, most probably, Shivuji
the Great in which Shahaji was asked to participute and fight, if required,
against his own son.

(13)
TIME SIGNAL, FORT WILLIAM, By R. H. PHILLIMORE.

The writer describes the origin of the daily time signal made on the
ramparts of Fort William, Calcutta. He derives his ageount from the original
records of the General and Military Departments of the Government of
Bengal, and of the Surveyor-General’s Department.

In 1834 Captain Alfred Chapman, g retired ship’s master, asked the
Bengal Council to arrange such a signal that the ships in the harbour might
set their chronometers to ensure safe navigation at sea. The Surveyor-

7

General s office was able to meet the request as daily astronomical observ.a—
tions had been regularly taken from an observatory that had been built

on the roof of the office in 1825.

From J4nuary 1835 daily signals were made at this observatory by
dropping a ball from the top of a mast at the office, and these.were re-
peated at the Fort from a point visible to the shipping on the river.

The signals were interrupted for more than 8 year by th;a1 moverzfct(;)};e:
Surveyor-General’s office to a building in Chowrlnghef, Eut : e}frr (;)vnel on
tinued regularly from 1837, being controlled by et;c rri‘cll éy o Depan:
Responsibility for the signals was later tra..nsferred to : Z ; eori P
ment, and from 1985 to the Meteorological Office a ipore.

19

INSHA-I'NAURANG, By SHEIKI ABDUR Rasmip, MusriM UNIVERSITY,

ALIGARH.
A Persian manuscript entitled Insha-i-Naurang, l(iiut by Dlrt tAr:d::
- i is a c tion of miscellaneous lette

: ¢ to the writer, 18 a colle(}’_ . n
{’qu' o Ni‘édggzsists of 173 pages; 93" x 53" 1n size. The name 'of tl(;e c; "
i‘;r e the date or purpose of compilation are no where mentioned.

or n ol '
ga:: of the transcription of this manuscript is also unknown

< ; s e Jtion : an extract relating to the sack
There arz lgziift:;a;; sztillllz ‘;?1111::2? ]Mysore and another extract: fro;u
thh{iiu};?g::’z ZI[-)Iuistory pertaining to a letter written by Shah J a:;:; ;n :h:
f;rfy dayslof his captivity to Muhat:)a‘tbfhsfi.:u:;e iunlsot hg;VeI?l-anuscripf e
I\llombiiiaf: rs;;i ‘;2?:: f&e}bitell:har;e Mir Qusim Al Khan,dSltlEh WAljjllu ;;1]‘;
ans ’ i i f subjects an row valus
Shitab fai T}Teie e(izilogijhm?d ‘;a(fll;galocondiiions in Bengal after the
light on the sociy ’TWO of these letters are reproduced in the Pap'el:0 ;S
buttl.e of Plass:g. re addressed by Nawab Qasim Ali Khan ,to.Va-nm: al t
gpecimen. B:t,' “E:vritten in 1762) the Nawab requested mes%m.tart o et
In the first erbable expenses involved in the proposed eXP.edltlon agamsd
gim kno“i th’cehfla)r;)econd he reported the machinations of Shitab Rai an
rigsa. In g

i ishing him.
J asity of punishing
expressed an urgent necessity ot p

(1)

KHBAR, sy K SagaN Larn, OSMANIA UnrversiTY, HYDERABAD.

AZAM-UL-AKHBAR, By R. 5 ; fest Urdu News-
per) is the earliest Ur

ul.Akhbar (the Great Newspap . :4 Rustam. The

Az‘;ml\:id[::s ﬁrstf published in 1848 by Hafl Sag ?fdAz:;jd’AkhbaT

paper O o pogsesses a few issues and volume from all parts
writer of this {l;‘:;; Zé) 51 and 52. This weekly covered news fro

for the years 1649, %
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of India and devoted special attention to the cultural activities of Madras.
f&s a sample of. news-reporting, the issue of February, 1850, is taken, where-
in appear detailed account of the foundation of the Madras Muslim Public

Library, interesting news about intrigues at the native courts, especially
at Gwalior and Lucknow. ‘

. (16)
A COURT BULLETIN OF PRINCE JAHANDAR SHAH, By G. IV
SALETORE, CENTRAL RECORD OFFICE, ALLAHABAD.

'l;he paper contains a descriptive account.of manunscript No. 182 of
1951-52 acquired by the U.P. Regional Records Survey Committee.

The document is entitled ‘‘Akhbar Deorhi Nawab Asaf-ud-Duulah”
bufi as it contains historical information relating to the Nawab Wazir:
Prince Jahandar Shah, the Imperial Court and many other contemporary
events, it is believed that it is a Court Bulletin of Prince Jahandar Shah.
The docgment relates to the events that occurred between 10 December
1784 and 10 April 1785 and is obviously fragmentary in nature.

The 55 entries concern Asaf-ud-Daulah, Prince Jahandar, the Imperial
Court,‘Mahadaji Shinde, Ambaji, Najaf Quli Khan, Afrasiab Khan’s army,
Nf).waz1sh Ali Khan, Faizullah Khan, Rajah Jagan Nath, Maharaja Surat
Singh, Ghulam Qadir Khan, Bala Rao, Eltimas Ali Kbhan, Sikh invasions

and the affairs of Akbarabad, Allahabad, Benares, Etawah, Farrukhabad
_Muradabad, Shahjabanpur, ete. ’

Afnong the interesting items, the details of which are available, are
the sojourn of Prince Jahandar Shah in Lucknow; Emperor Shah Al’am’s
durba.r held after the fall of Akbarabad; Mahadaji Shinde’s relations with
Khadim _Husain Khan, son of Afrasiab Khan; dealings between the famil
zfetAfrasuf I;hﬁn,NM'a}fladaji Shinde, Himmat Bahadur, ete.; a cor;ferencz

ween Ambaji, Najaf Quli : i i i i
peeen A7 th)e Doa]b ‘ Quli Khan and the Sikh Chieftains; and the Sikh

17
SAMBHAJI ANGRIA—A PRETENDER TO THE GADI OF KOLABA
BY UPENDRA NaTH SARKAR, NATIONAL ArcHIVES oF INDIA. B

stateT:;:Smfant Ifianhoﬁ II, (.Jl}ief of Kolaba, died on 9 April 1840 and the
iate thouar;lnetzze to thel British- territories in 1842 for want of legitimate
: ,f o gh the succession to thfa Kolaba state did not regularly descend
rom iather to son and was not strictly confined to the legitimate line

There are several records in the Nati

. . itional Archives of Indi i
shova the systematlc.eﬁ‘orts made by Sambhaji Angria to succr;iila tWh;Eh
gadi of Kolaba ever since the death in 1814 of his uncle Babu R Ao o,
the ruler of Kolaba; but all his endeavours proved to be fruit:le:s0 R

9

. (18) .
¢ WARREN HASTINGS AND CHAPMAN'S MISSION TO THE
EASTERN SEAS,(1778), By Srr KRISHNA SaXENA, NATIONAL ARCHIVES

OF INDIA.

The unexpected arrival in Calcutta of two Cochin-Chinese Mandarius
of high rank in February 1778 gave an opportunity to Warren Hastings of
sending a mission to Cochin-China under the leadership of Charles
Chapman for forming an alliance with the ruling power of that country
in order to prevent expansion of Fremch influence there and to establish
a base for the Fast India Company’s trade with China. Chapman found
the country in the grip of a civil war and could achieve nothing tangible.
Although his experience was not happy, vet his account was not totally
discpuraging. He was firmly convinced that once normal conditions were
restored, Cochin-China, with its abundant resources, could be easily deve:
loped into a base for the expansion of British commerce in the Far Fast.

-

The Supreme Council were ‘‘pleased with his conduct in this trouble-
some and perilous service’’ but his recommendations were not found
acceptable for reasons discussed in the paper.

(19)
A LETTER OF NAWAB NIZAM ATT KHAN ON HOLLAND'S
MISSTON. 1779. By Sayvio Momnrvpnix, CENTRAL RECORDS OF¥VICE,
HYDERABAD.

The paper deals with an unpublished letter by Nawab Mir Nizam Ali
Khan Bahadur preserved in the records of Daftar-i-Darul-Tnsha, a part of
the Central Records Office, Hyderabad State. Tt throws light on the acti-
vities of John Holland, as an envoy on behalf of the Madras Government
in 1779 A.D. and reveals the diplomatic relations subsisting between the

Nizam and the English Company.

(20) _

THE DIPLOMATIC INTRIGUES OF CHEVALIER, GOVERNOR OF
CHANDERNAGORE (1767-1778), sy 8, P. SEN, UNIVERSITY OF
CALCUTTA.

er an attempt has been made to give & connected account of

the diplomatic intrigues of Jean Baptiste Chevalier, Governor of Chander-

nagore from 1767 to 1778, based on his own letters to the Ministc}erf l\if'-ﬁie
i i bl ] Paris (Mr. N. A.
d Colonies preserved in the Bibliothéque Nationale, 1 A
3:9:66). ° Chevaﬁzr was a most colourful 'peljsonahty. He kgpt hlms‘e}f in
constant touch with the Princes of north India and with the French military

adventurers scattered all over the sub-continent, intrigued at evety Darbar

In this pap
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and never doubted for a moment that it was possible, for France even at

that hour to drive the English out of Bengal with the help of some of -

the Indian Princes. We may discern three distinct periods in his ideas
about French intervention in Indian politics. In the first period, from
1769 to the installation of Shah Alam on the Tmperial throne at Delhi in
1772, his policy was rather vague and aimed at forming a heterngeneous
coalition of all the north Indian Princes against the English. In the
second period, from 1772 to the broaching of the Tatta project in 1775,
he dropped the idea of a number of heterogeneous allies and advocated =
policy of strengthening the hands of the Fmperor by lending him 5,000
French troops and organising a large scpoy foree ftrained and armed in the
European fashion. Tn the third period, from 1775 to 1778, Chevalier’s
policy was based on a solid alliance with the Emperor in return for the
cession of the provinee of Tatta or Sind. When the opportunc moment
arrived the French troops stationed in Tatta could move on to Delhi, effect
a junction with the Imperial forces and swoop down on Bengal. The new
project held the attention of the French Government for two and a half
years. But before any active step could be taken two essential factors for
its successful execution were removed, the first by the departure of Madec
from north India in 1777, and the second by the sudden outbreak of war

between France and England and the prompt capture of Chandernagore
in July 1778.

(21)
NEWSPAPERS AS SOURCE OF MODERN TINDTAN HISTORY,
BY Srt Ram Smarma, D. A. V. ConrEGE, SHOLAPUR.

Newspapers can form useful source materials for the étmly of modern
Indian history as in their selection of facts they reflect the contemporary
taste for news and in their comments they mirror the contemporary public
opinion. They are also valuable for information on significant public events.
A study of the first two volumes of the Gnan Prakash, a Marathi news-
paper which started publication in 1849. supports this view regarding the
importance of newspapers, as its issues contain materials on political.
economic, social and religious conditions in Tndia, particularly those pre-
vailing in Maharashtra in the middle of the 19th century.

(22)
MINTO AND GOA, ny Suir.FNprA K. SingH, UNIVERSITY OF AGRA.

Goa was dangerously near Bombay. Its government which was
Pori}uguese was both weak and corrupt. The apprehension of a Napoleonic
invasion of India was an obsession with the British statesmen in this
country. Events in Europe were moving with a kaleidoscopic rapidity and

were, at times, disturbing. News travelled slow and many rumours were
afloat,
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Wellesley had provided for a British garrison force for protection of
Goa, and also appointed « British Envoy there. When Minto was at the
helm of aftfairs in India, Schuvler was the British Envoy at Goa. Condi-
tions in Portugal were ccifused.  First the Portuguese Government, out
of fear of Napoleon, mud. an anti-English  proclamation and then soon
after, the Prince Regent chose to escape to Brazil with English help.
These events had repercussions in India. The Companv’s Government
did not know wheth: » to occupy Goa or leave it alone.  Minto ﬂdopt.e(\l a
middle course takine the entire defences of Goa into British hands but
leaving the local adninistration alone. Admiral Pellew. the Naval C.-in-(".
in India was over-enthusiastic about ,taking Goa under complete occup:-
tion. He took some rash measures. but Minta was: patient and handled
the matter with great delicacy and statesmanship.  Schuvler was rewarded
for hix careful conduct of the negotiations with the Portuguese Viceroy
ot Goa. ‘

‘ (28)

AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN ASAF-UD-DAULAH OF AWADH AND
VIUZAFFAR JANG OF FARRUKHABAD (1775), By A. L. Snivas-
vava, AGra COLLEGE, AGRA.

Muzaffar Jang Bangash. Nawab of Farrnkhubad, who succeeded his
father Ahmad Khan in 1771, was a very weak and timid ruler.  Shuja-ud-
Daulah of Awadh, anxious to detach him from the Ruhela confederacy,
promised to restore his parganas that werc occupied by the Marathas and
obliged him to accept the status of a vassu'. A letter of the British Resi-
‘dent John Bristow prescerved in the Sceret Proceedings of 1776 in the
National Archives of India gives an account as to how ‘saf-ud-Daulah (1775-
1797)' went a step further, reduced the power of Muzaffar Jang, stationed
a hattalion of his troops permanently at Farrukhabad and compelled the
Bangash Nawab to surrender his defence and foreign policy into his hands.

(24)

RAJAB ALI MANUSCRIPTS IN THE PUNJAB GOVERNMENT
RECORD OFFICE. sy V. S. Suri, TrE Punijar GOVERNMENT RECORD
OFFICE, SIMLA.

The Punjab Government Record Office, Simlu. has in its possession a
valuable collection of historieal manuseripts  which belonged’ to Mo.u]w
Rajab Ali, who played an important role in the field of Anglo-Slkh. relatlc.)ns
both before and after the annexation of the Punjab. These materials which
have so far remained unpublished are of great importance for the study
of the history of the province in the first half 'of the 19th centzfry and for
the life of Rajab Ali. The most significant among these mnnuscnp?s are. -—

(1) Darbar Akhbarat (Court Chronicles) of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
and Maharaja Sher Singh:
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(2) Muraslajat, copies of official communications and despatches
addressed by the British Government to chiefs and notable
personages of northern India; !

(8) Styahat-i-Kashmir by Lala Ganeshi Lal;
(4) Roznamchajat or Diaries;

(6) Zabat-ul-Tawarikh or tables of corresponding Hijra, Bikrami and
Christian dates; and

(6) Mukatabat or letters of Moulvi Rajab Ali.

The article contains a short description of these manuscripts and apprai-
sal of their value as source material for the history of the Punjab.

(25)
SOIROBA NAIG, sy K. D. SwaminatHAN, UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.

The Political Residents of the Bast India Company, during the early
years of the 19th century had the particular knack of choosing appropriate
persons among talented Indians, to occupy positions of importance. Soiroba
Naig, a resident of Tanjore, was one such maun, spotted out by Sir William
Blackburn, Political Resident at Tanjore. Being sent out of the Tanjore
court for some unknown reason, Soiroba Naig, was appointed as principal
Manager in Pudukkottai State. By honesty and integrity Soiroba rose to
the highest position in Pudukkottai. He occupied the position of Sirkil
from 1822 to 1853 [though it had been kept vacant for seven years (1814-
1822) for want of a suitable person].

Sir William Blackburn's letters to the Rajas of Pudukkottai and
Tanjore bear ample testimouy to the integrity and experience of Soiroba
Naig. :

(28)

SOME UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS ON THE DEATH OF THE
RANI OF JHANSI AND THIX MUTINY IN CENTRAL INDIA.
By M. H. R. Tamvuri, Cexrrar Recorns Orrior, Brorar.

. The re-examination of the Persian records in the Central Records
Office, Bhopal. has recently revealed the existence of some valuable letters
which throw fresh light on the circumstances of the death of the Rani
of Jhansi and some other events connected with the Mutiny in Malwa.
These communications. six in number, were all addressed to Nawab
Sikandar Begum of Bhopal, from 18 June to 4 July 1858 by Munshi
Bhawani Prasad, the Begum’s representative with the Political Agent to
the Governor-General in Central Indin. The documents can be regarded
as a reliable source of information as Bhawani Prasad was very close to the

21Agri—800-al~1-58-PP A
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field of operations of the British force employed for the suppression of the
rebellion in Malws. *

27)

MICROFILMING: IMMHENSE POSSIBILITIES OF [TS USE IN INDIA,

sy M C. TRIVEDI, (GOVERNMENT Proro REGISTRY OFricE, PooNa.
The process of microfilming ovolved at the Government Photo Registry
- Office, Poona. for use for the f':u'simile copying of all kinds of records,
higtorical and others, is described. A rase ix made‘ out showing ho?v it can
be given a fillip by the Central Govermment (Ministry of Educat.non),‘ |0
as to be utilised by all States, in several departments such as Registration,

Archives, Archaeology, Museums, Libraries, etc.

(28
SOME PROMINENT PARSIS IN THE KIGHTEENTH CENTURY,
gy B. A. SALETORE, NaTioNaT, ARCHIVES OF [NDIA.

The Public Department Proceedings in the National. Archives of
India contain some records relating to some p.romment {’a.rms‘ of Bombav
who were responsible for the maritime pmspem't'v of that city in the latter
hslf of the 18th century. These documents wh.lcblrange from .}782. to 1800
throw valuable light on the ship-building activities of the. Parsi Master
Builders of the Bombay Dockvard. One of the papers relating to the case

of Jurajee Bhewunjee tried on a charge of pe}'jugy in the Mayom;l' s Court is
important for the study of administration of justice in the island.

—er
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