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AGENDA

+ ELEVENTH MEETING, RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE,
JATPUR,1948.

1. P-7ic i action taken on some resolutions passed at Fifth (Udaipur), Seventh
{- (Peshawar) and Eighth (New Delhi) meefings of the Research and Publication

\ Committee.

i

(Please se¢ conspectus)
-~

2. Review of work done in connexion with the Five-year Publication Programme—
\Indian Records Series and Records in Oriental languages. y
ii) Progress of work under the Five-yoar Publication Programme has not
_ been;as will appear from the annexed chart as satisfactory as might have heen
\, ‘2‘ v %_ } P‘ N ’ ’, desir'sz. Only a few volumes are ready for the press but even these cannot
. - be pjiblished due to the difficulty of finding out a suitable press to undertake the work
] of pjinting. Negotiations for the printing of Thevenot and Careri’s Travels have:
beef going on for the last one year without success. It is presuthed that our failure
to Fring out any of the earlier volumes of Court Letters is to a large extent hamper-
ing the work of the subsequent volumes. The Department is continuing its efforts
t0 « ot these volumes published but their success will depend on many factors beyond

it control.
(ii) Appointment of Editor—The Commission suggested at its Indore session.
" shat Dr. Yusuf Hussain Khan of Hyderabad-Deccan should be appointed to edit
Vol. XX but as there was sonie technical difficulties about the appointment, the
' Secretary suggested the name of Dr. A. C. Banerji of Calcutta in Dr. Yusuf Hussain
\ Khan’s place in anticipation of the Commission’s approval to avoid further delay.
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INDIAN RECORD SERIES—Screme [—Fort William~Indic House
Correspondence
Yaedr i Natvre of Volumes Editors and 'or Remarks
t Roevords Publishers *
.—~~__—( el
I Year § Home Vel I (1748-36) | Dr. K. K. Datta Reports having eompleted !
! partment his work.
[ 1T4s-72 IF (1737-59) | Dr. H. N. Sinka Volume ready for the
} ‘ ° press.
! LIL(1760-63}] Prof. . N. Banerji Ouly a part of his work
| received.
{ IV (1764-66){ Diwan Bahadur C. S. Do.
! Srinivasachari,
: { V{1767-69) { Dr. N. K. Sinha Volume ready for tha
i ) Press
' VI{1770-72)! Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad . Oxnly introduction receiv-
i ed.
L Yoar Hom« De-y VIU (1773-

Mre. R. P. Patwardhan .

No report received.

5 MA

|
! parrmeat {83,
[ 177388, VAL (1777- | Prof. Mohd, Hahib Do.
i 81}.
1 IN {1782 Dr. B. A. Saletore Do.
| 83}.
T; B X (1756-88) | Dr. T. G. P. Spear Do.
U Year | Home  De-| XI1(1789. | De L B Banerjee . Do.
partment. 92y,
Home, Bep.| XII(1783- { Dr. 8. X. Das Gupta Do.
Rev. 95).
Home, Sep. | XIII (1746-1 Dr. P, €. Grupta Do
{Leglslature) 18005,
{ Secret, Select | XIV {1732~ 1 Prof. J. O, Taluqdar Do.
! Committes. =13,
IT\? ;"ea.r Foreizgn, XV {1782 { Ur, A, G, Pawar Do. N
Sairet, 86).
Secret & Sep. | XVI (1737 { Khan Sahib S. H. Askari Do.
o1y,
Jec., For, & Xvix Mr. Y. J. Turaporewala | Only the introduction
Pol. (1792-93) received,
Do. XVIIiI Rev. Father H. Heras No report received.
(1766-
{3604,
V Year )ﬁiitéry De- | XIX (1787- Brig. H. Bullock . }/iaterial handed over,
partment 923,
1737-1800. | XX (1792- | Dr. A.C. Banerjee Material not delivered
a8}, yet.
XXI(1796- } Prof. 8. R. Kohlj . Do.
1300).
INDIAN RECORD SERIES—ScuEME II—Selections Sfrom English Records
Yoar Nature of Records Volumes Editors and/or Remarks
. Publishers
L
I Yoar B s Correspon- 1 Director of Archives) Efforts to get the
L Government of missing pages from
R India, the Indis Office
L , coutinuing. ~
1L Year .. 51&;‘{‘ o Shore’s| I Do. Progressing.g
inufpd.
Il Year . 0. do. . i Do. Do,
IV Yoar do. R 11 Do. Do,
Year . & Careri’s I Do. - | Negatiation with the
‘ '-.!.' fo) Press going on.
~

w

RECORDS IN ORIENTAL LANGUAGES—Scurme III (A)

I »
cords |Volumes Editors andjor { Remarks
Year Nature of records Vg Publishers )
. i -1820) . I Caleutta University A volume entitled
I Year Bengali (1779-1820) ““Prachin  Bangla
° g Patra  Sankalan®
has already been
. s 4 published.
. .180 . I Bharata Itihasa Sam- | = .. ..
Marathi (1779-1803) sodhaka Mandala, *
Popna'. .
Persian Akhbars(1773- I Delhi University . .
1803.) . . R
3G .182 . I Allahabad Universit; Transeripts  handed
{I Year Hindi (1783-1820) ! ¥ over,
Do. . 11 Kotah Darbx?;' . IEdicing in progress,
; .1857) . I Ganganath Jha Re-{ In the press,
III Year . | Sanskrit (1778-1 ! search Institute,
Banaras.U
, 5 4 lail University | ...
Tamil ([824~64) . I Annama
< -1863 1 Dr. G. N. Saletore Dr. Saletore proposes
Kannada (1781-1865) to move the Bom-
bay University
to  publish  the
volume,
IWW&VYearl = e b o U ey

SELECTIONS FROM ENGLISH RECORDS—Scueme I (B)

Selections from Orme
Manuseripts.

Cornwallis Oormpc'm'-
dence ow Sindhia’s
Affairs (1786-93).

Punjab Akhbar (1839-
41).
Newz; Letters {1839-42)

Elphinstone Corres-
ondence Nagpur
Period (1839-42).

Ochterlopy Papers on
Delhi and Central
India(1818-25.)

Annamalai University

Sikh History Society,
Amritsar.

Nagpur University .

Work progressing.

The Gwalior Darbar
have declined in
view of their ‘opi.
nion that the pa-
pers  would not
8dd much to the

oxjsting know-
ledge.
Work  progressing.

Negotiation with the
Punjab University
Wwas progeeding
when the partition

intervened.
Agreed to  edit
the volume,
Dr. Bisheswar Pra-

sad's list of docu-
ments is not
ready yet.

3. Beview of financial grant to tho Survey Committees.

Government of India made a grant amounting to Rs, 6,600 durin,
1946:1;1;%0‘(;1 set contingent expenses of the ad hoc Survey Committees. Ag the
grant was limited, the item of expenditure had to be reduced to minimum viz,,
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transcription, stamp, stationery, etc. Distribution of the grant and expenditure

incurred has been explained below :—

Unspent
balance
Regional Committees| Amount | Amount | Amount | surrendered Remarks
lsanctioned spent spent to the

in excess Government

1. Mudras . . 750 a0
o . ! . .
2. Bombay & Sindg T90 9530 160 .. ) Committee agreed
not to claim amount
| mentioned in

Column 1V,

|
|
t
3. Benwal & Assam ’ T30 750 v 3 o v 3 .. Do.
|
. |
+. Uniited Provinces | 720 720
5 Centrel Provinees | 790 390 .. 400
& Berar, ! -
!
t. Bihar C o0 o 449 .. Committee agreed
i not to elaim amount
i mentioned in
i Column IV,
7. N:W.F.P. . . NG 756
8. Orissa and East- | 713 123 592 .
ern States Agency]
9. Delhi , 119 119
} 6,300 3,500 03 (200 O 3 992

4. Submission ot Accounts of the expenditure incurred.

One of the conditions of the Government of India grant is that future
grants are to be made to the Committees on submission of satisfactory accounts
of expenditure incurred. Accounts submitted by some of the Committees do
not appear to be in regular form. Some submitted monthly statements, some
quarterly and others only an abstract. These lead to administrative incon-
venience resulting in further confution and delay. It is therefore suggested
that the conveners should submit half-yearly accounts to the Secretary duly filled
in a “form” to be supplied to them.

5. Publicity through Radio and Press.

In view of the disturbances in the country the programme of publicity
through radio and press could not be undertaken in the current year. In addi-
tion to what was reported in the proceedings of the- last year, five more talks
were broadcast from the various centres of the All-India Radio, under a general
heading “The Raw Materials of Indian History”. The names of the speakers and

6
the subiects of their talks are noted below :—

z

.
Name of speaker Subjeet Statior. Liyizaaz?
. zuazd
1. Sir  Maurice Gwyer Prescrvation of Historienl manu- | Delhi English
(Delhi). seripts. glish.
2. Dewan Bahalur . S. Historical Records—objects ot] Madras Tamil
Srinivachari (Madras). the Indian Historical Re- | ’
cords Commission,
3. Mahamahopadhavya { What should we do with our | Bomba% i
‘ D. V. Potdar (Bombay historical records. mbay English.
and Sind). *
4. Dr. R. C. Majumdar | Manuseripts material in Bengal | Calcutta English
(Bengal and Assam). and Assamn. . )
5. Dr. Tara Chand (U.P.}{ Historical documents in United| Lucknow English.

Provinces.
6. Dr. K. K. Dutta (Bihar)| Rescue of historical documents j Calecutta English.

in Bihar,
7. Dr. Y. K. Despande | Unearthing historical documents| Bombay English.
(C.P. and Berar). in (. P.
8, Prof. G. 8. Das (Orissa | Records hunting in Orissa . Calcutta Oriya.
and E.3.\). :
9. Prof. G. M. Tabassum | Qur Cultural Treasure . . { Lahore Hindustani
(Punjab). .
10. Mr. N, M. Jaffar | Manuscripts in N, \J'. F. P, . | Peshawar| TUrdu.
(N.-W.F.P.)

As regards publieity through press no suitable material has been received from
anxv committee except that of Madras, Jodhpur and Bengal. It is however hoped
that now that normal conditions have been restored the Committees in the Pro-
vinces and the States will avail of the facilities offered by the Government of India.

6. Annual Report.

All tye annual reports received from the yarious Committees in the pro-
vinces and states have been reproduced in the Indian Historical Records
Comiizsion Proceedings Vol. XXTIL  This vear reports have been received from
the Committees in Central Provinces and Berar, United Provinees, Bihar, Jodh-
pur, Baroda and Kalaliandi. These are laid on the table, .

Proposals by Dr. R. €. Majumdar. v

Y. Raoazvitwsion of Bragal Rigiona! Commitie ..

That the relation of the present Regional Survey Committee of Bengal with
the areas included in Eastern Pakistan be  clearly defined and its membership
and scope of activity be changed accordingly, if necessary.

Seeretary’s Note.—In view of the partition of Bengal, it was considered necessary
to reorganisc the Regional Committee for Bengal and Assam. With the approval
of the Chairman cf the Research and Publication Conun ittee, the Convenor was
requested to set up a new Committee for West Bengal,

8. Partition of Bengal Government Records.

That a directive be given to the Government of Bengal by the Covernment of
the Indian Union that the local Regional Survey Committee he eonsulted before
anv decision is arrived at regarding distribution of the local official records between
Western Bengal and Eastern Pakistan.

Serretary’s Note—Tt is suggested that in dealing with the question of partition
of records the principles established by internationaf usage and practice should be
confirmed to.

9. Compilation of Sources for the preparation of a History ot National struggle.

That an attempt be made to compile a list of important recordé, both plibli‘ébed
and unpublisbed, bearing upon the national struggle for freedcen..

[y
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Fzplanatory Noteg—In view of the recent constitutional changes, it is now the
hounden duty of India to prepare as complete a history as possible of the great
Navcional Struggle for freedom since the beginning of the 19th century. Many of
the records bearing on this subject may be found scattered about in the provincial
archives though some might have been printed in official publications, or the various
articles published in different journals. It would be an inestimable advantage for
the future Historian of India if an attempt be made now, before it is too late, to
prepare as complete a list as possible of the various records under this head, because
many of these are likely to disappear in course of time. I therefore propose that
first ot all it should be approved in principle and then each Regional Committee shall
be requested to make a geﬁnite search for the records which may be one of the follow-
ing types : (a) Confidential report of the Government officials ; {b) Judicial proceed-

ings ; (c) Local newspaper reports ; (d) Proscribed books and leaflets ; (¢) Letters,
memoirs ete., of leading members,

Secretary’s Note—The working of the scheme and the expenditure involved
in the work may be examrined by the members to enable the Government of India
to consider the question in all its aspects.

10. Throwing open of Records.

That confidential records, Central and Provineial, of the military and civil
te thrown open to bonafide students of Indian Hist
may be prescribed by the Commission.

b4
ory under such conditions as

Explanatory Note—TIn view of the achievement of independence by India,
there is no need at present to regard any old public document as confidential, and
from the point of view of History, the sooner these records are carefully studied,
the better, as many of them might be lost in course of time, .

11. Annual Reports of Survey work.

That a short account of the important activities of each 1
mittee be published in the form of Annual Reports, so that the
brought by them to light might be available to all students
petus be given to the local public for helping the Reg
more such documents,

Regional Survey Com-
important documents
of history and an im-
ional Committee to discover

Explanatory Note—The short Annual Report published by Bengal Regional
Survey Committee has already clicited encouraging response and it appears that
nothing else could give the lay public a more accurate idea, both of the activities of
the Committee as well as of their great importance and interest from the point of
view of history. Besides, by the proposed step, we will conserve somo important
documents which are not likely to be published elsewhere, at least within a reasonable
period of time. Many families would be tempted to offer documents to the Committee
in the hopo of seeing their names in print at an early date and this is of no small
significance, -

Secretary’s Note—See Resolution VI of the Third Meeting of the Research and
Publication Committee (I. H. R. C. Proceedings Vol. XX, part III, pago 82). It
was recommended that brief annual reports should be published in the Indian
Historical Records Commission Proceedings volumes. The Government of India
accepted the suggestion. But printing of elaborate reports ag proposed might prove
expensive and such a venture cannot perhaps be made with the limited resources
now available without detriment to the cause of salvage and safe keeping of docu-
ments procured.

>

12. List of papers laid on the table.

Annual Reports of :— ,
(i) United Provinces Regiohal Survey Committee.
(4) Bihar Regional Survey Committee.
(¢it) Central Province and Berar Regional Survey Committee.
(iv) Baroda Regional Survey Committee. '
(v) Jodhpur Regional Survey Committee.
(vi) Kalahandi Regional Survey Committee. , .
EARCH AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE-—CONSPECTUS OF ACTION
RS TAKEN—FIFTH MEETING, UDAIPUR, 1944
Resolution X ,

(i), (ii) and (iii)—This Committee recormmends that the Seqe'ﬁary _§hou]d be
authori,sed (¢) to give necessary publicity to the answers already received, (i) to Work
as the agent of the Commission in a general way and to persuad_e the Provineces
and States to take such steps as may improve the prevailing archives arrangement
if it isnot quite up to date, and (4i7) to report to the qunmissi011 such fresh action
as the Provinces and States may take from time to time.

K}

1. The Government of North West wrontier vaincg il}forn} that so far as
the second pat of the Resolution is concerned, the Provincial Gover‘nm(‘n.t will
welecome the advice of the Secretary o_f the In.dmn Hxstopcal Records Com;msyon
in Archives Administration. Asregards the third part of it, they have no objection.

2. The Guvernment of United Provinces inform that the Provincial Government
have no comments to offer on part II of ty'ho 1‘es.olut'10n‘. They have ho\gever no
objection to the proposal regarding subm?ssmn of mspe(:hon r'ep.orts by the Secretary
of he Commission to the Indian Historical Records Commission.

3. The Government of Assam inform that they have no comments to make on
the resolution.

4. The Government of Orissa state that t_he Provincial Gq\verllxllqllt have »no
Records Office. They have however no objectlpll to the resolu‘hon,l which purp(?rts
to define clearly the function of the Secretary in the matter of Fakmg steps to imi-
prove the cXisting archives arrangements in the Prqvm‘ces and States, and to place
the Inspection Report of the Secretary before the Indian Historical Records Com-

mission. "

5. The Chief Commissioner, Delhi, inforrps that the Registrar, Delhi University,
and the Superintendent of Education, Delhi, were consulted. The former reports
that the University has a fow historlca! manuseripts and documents \Vhl‘C‘h are\
properly catalogued and open to inspection by bgnaf}de research stlndf-llts.l 'Ijho

dministration has no objection to inspecmpn Repqr‘o being submitted to the ] ndian
!ILIi‘;tvorical Records Commission. The Admmistrgtlon agrees to  co-operate with the
Seéret&ry in the subject matfer of the resolutlox'l., ‘ '

6. The Government of Bundi have no objt?ct1011 to the Secretary of the 'Ind,an,
Histoxiical Records Commission being authorised to act as recommended in  the
35 1011, '
" Ul'l;t The Pudukkottai Darbar inform that they will be glad to have the advice
f the Secretary of the Indian Historical Records Commission cum Dxregtor of
Zrchivcé of the Government of India in the matter of improving the arrangement

tato archives. .
of th: SThe Travancore Government inform that they would be g;afl to welcome any
dvi , from the Secretary, Indian Hlstorlcal‘Records Comnnsgon,. regarding the
i ;;?)i'ement of archives and to co-operate with the Secretary in his work.
im ,
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. 9. The Cochin State inform that the suggestion contained n the resolution
1s approved by the State Government.

10. The Government of Madras state that they are not in agreement with the
I"ecommnndations contained in the resolution. The resolution sceks to invest the
b‘ecretﬂm'y of the Commission with a role which should only be exercised by the
Governinent of India.  The powers whieh it ix proposed to vest in the S('m:(*tary
to the )opm)ission are so general and comprehensive in nature that in exercising'
them ho s likely to come into perpetual conflict with the Provincial and State
archivists, Tt is therefore suggested that the existing progedure under which the
Cgutral‘ Government commends to the Provineial Governments and others the
suggestions of the Indian Historical Records Commission for consideration will
“fdﬁ"" and may continue. It is always open to the nominees of the Provincial
(()xfptv}vr.nmonts e;x'ul ‘\;tjatvs who are members of the Commission to bring to the notice

Newr respective Governments a states the defects. if any. which exist i -
‘archives anlci make suggestions f(‘)(rlli(}lu:;i‘itri):;:'(l::,;(f:l(\(g(lx(t/}ts’ iy, which exist in the
. . 3 .

i Sofar as the provinee of Madras is concerned there is no scope for the advice
or terference of the Commission, as the Madras Record Office has heen organised
on up-to-date lines and placed under the care of a Curator who has received a train-
mnyg abroad in the technique of archive preservation. The Madras Record Office
2'{‘[“‘ ;}lw‘ﬂ.\,’s heen a mgmhgr of the British Records Association and recejves regularly
;uh“.ltfl\l';l'tjur:u 01‘1\ Al:(‘,}‘l.lVISIn issued by that Association. Tt likewise receives the
it uusr '(‘,Ltm.n re ports and other technical literature iseued by the National Avchives

S.A. Chus it is constantly in touch with all the latest methody of archive ad-
munstration. .

TTi;’t‘Ii?,\{l‘/}l'/'}]?‘“Thc‘R(‘S().lm.i(m does not aim at investing the Scerctary, Indian
S o Compreion, wil iy s powere b ey s i
' - ’ Cpertodical visit Lo archives offices in such Provi co¢ and
ht’:Ltm as ‘\vomd avrce to invite him to inspeet the record . The obicet of the
m”'"v’)”ir‘"".l merely to enable the Commission to have first hand knowledge about
‘the (.u)mhtmn. of ;?]1 the record rooms in India and 1o raise the general sta.")r’.a"d of
2.:)({]1,1"‘;;!;”‘gl'1g in consultation with the eustodians of records.  The rocommenda-
\;11111?1:: . “T{ _"”“‘"}YNTIOI’I. are not m;m(lzltor_y and if the Madras Governmenent donot

S W6 co-operate with the scheme, their Records Office may  be excluded from
the programme, Ay beexely

1. The Governme : i ‘
the e Lovernment of Punjab (lato) informed that they have no objection to
e proposal contained in the resolution .

Brllzzclfiqu:( _Afg// nt to the Gopey nor-Gleneral, Resident and the (hief Commissioner T
< informs that the Administration has no ohjection to the proposal,

. I13. T.}w Jo.d/a/m‘,r Government inform that there i+ no objection if the Neerotary
;)' ‘/'m huh;}n Historical Records Commission, as an agent of {he Commissio. makes
tis suggcsnons'tn the Jodhpur Government for im]:'ovintr the prevailing archives
ar-angement.  They will put them into foree as far as pra(;,i(-ul;l(!\ . i

’ (l’)’)t‘ rnm ChLre I TO1 eS8 l ); (1Y 4
]4‘.. l 1¢ { ent f)f ( CHLy ll ovin

N ces and (& orm thlt/ th( } } : )
f)hl('b“ on to 1,11(/’ l)] ()p()hdl. " .

5. Govers 4 N =
3. The Goveriment of Bihar inform that they have no objection to the proposal.

o

16, The Chief Commissi ;
. 2 ) Commassioner, Aimer- Marware. inf. 1. s T T
bo the proposal, » 47 ware, informs that he has no objection

Seventh Meeting, Peshwar, 1915

o 1)3;‘:?3;1(1)&;):1 1 I} .'—)—tThis I{,"ommitteo recommends to the Gevernment of Inddia to

n;iét}e; ‘11;1;1 t;o I;ea 12((;4 \aqua 1tfytﬁrocurable for the publications planned by the Com-
G ¢ her ; - I

baking the same worlI:. per ot the same quality available to other institutions uu do-

9

The Government of India have issued instructions to the Government of Unite
Provinces and Hon’ble the Resident fcr Rajputana to assist Ganga Nath Jhi
Memorial Institute, Allahsbad University, and Kotah Darbar who are at presen
engaged in editing and publishing Sanskrit and Hindi records under the Five-yeq
Publication Programme of the National Archives of Iudia, in the procurement g
required quality of paper.

Resolution I11.—Resolved that the following persons be appointed to edit the
next four volumes of the East India House Correspondence : '

1. Rev.Father H, Heras, S.J., M.A., Bombay,

2. Mr. Y. J. Taraporewala, M.A., Muzaffarpur.

3. Khan Sahib 8. H. Askari, M.A,, B.L., Patna. £

4, Dr. A. G, Pawar, M.A., LiL.B,, Ph.D,, Bar..at-Law, Kolhapur.,

The Bombay Government inform that Rev. Father H. Heras has been formally
invited o undertake the editing work under the Five-year Publication Programmd
of the National Archives of India. )

The University of Bombay has however expressed inability to incur any expenses
on his travelling and other incidentals.

Eighth Meeting, New Delhi, 1946

Resolution I11.~—Resolved that now that normal conditions have been restored
the provincial Governments be requested to grant all reasonable facilities to bonafide
research scholars for their work among official records in provincial custody.

1. The (overnment of Beagal (late) informed that all reasonable facilities are
extended to bonafide research scholars for work among the records in the custody
of the Provincial Government.

2. Tho Government of Punjab (late) informed that the Provincial Government
have always followed a very liberal policy in respect of granting reasonable facilities
to bonafide research scholars to do research work among official records in its
custody. The rules of the Punjab Historical Record Office governing access of
bonatide research scholars to official records were in fact designed to this end.

Resolution IV.—This Committee recommends that the Regional Survey Com.
mittoe be directed to encourage the examination of old historical records, whether
in private or official custody, and the local Governments be requested to give all
facilities to the Committee to fulfil this duty.

1. The Government of United Provinces inform that they have already issued
neeessary instfuctions to all Commissioners of Divisions regarding facilities to be
given to the members of the Regional Survey Committee, United Provinces, for
examining old records in their offices. Instructions are being issued for those
members to be given similar facilities in respect of the®records in the old Record
Room in the office of the Board of Revenue, United Provinces and District Officers
are being instructed likewise in respect of old records in their offices. District
Officers are also being asked to give such assistance as is possible in obtaining access
to historical records in possession of old and influential families.

Resolution V.—This Committee recommends that t.he Regional Survey Com-
mitteos in the Provinces and States be given facilities to carry oh their work in
and to have easy access tq the adjoining places and to take impressions, photos, etc.,
wherever necessary. The members of the Survey Committees be given facilities
to utilise Dak Bungalows and to secure provisions and transport at reasonable
costs.
1. The Government of Punjab (late) informed that the (late) Punjab Regional
Committee was already granted travelling facilities including t_he use of Dak Bunga-
lows for carrying on their work and that in caso they found it necessary to take
impressions and photos of historical objects the Government would afford the

necessary facilities.
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! ; ’
B 2. The Government of Bombay inform that the members of the Provineial
Greglonal Survey Committee have been permitted to use the District and other
overnment Bungalows in the course of their surve§ works, provided they are
Vacant and are not already reserved for other officers ' '

p Eesglution V1.—Resolved that the Government of India be requested to ask the
(‘rovm.cla] G_ove'rnments and Indian States to set up permanent Regional Survey
~ommittees in view of the altered position consequent on the cessation of hostilities.

1. The Government of Central Provinces and Berar i
: 2 ; inform that they accept the
recommendation of the Research and Publication Committee for the s}(:ttingpup of
a permanent Regional Survey Committee by the Provinecial Government.

2. The Tripura Government state that they have no objection to the proposal

for setting up of a Regional Survey C itte i
bo faroting up. bl I survey CUommittee by them and steps are being taken

| 3. ‘The Government of United Provinces inform that they have no objection to

; 1e setting up of a permanent Regional Survey Committee in the Province. They
lowever presume that the Provincial Government will not be required to give anjf
financial assistance to the Committec.

Bemarks—The Government of United Provi i
. I nces was informed by the Govern-
gent of India that the Regional Survey Committees appointed by Zhe Pr(;vineial
overnments would naturally be given financial help by them.

4. The Jodhpur Government have appoi
' e > appointed a permanent Kegional Surve
ommittee for the State hy 1945. (The names of the members of tie Committei
ppeared in the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings Vol, XXTI10)

5. The Jaipur Government inform that it will be a function of the Universit
Qf Ban)_utana_ to conduct and co-ordinate research in regional history and fhz
'University \p‘qll also be in a pesition to make suggestions to the Governments of:
Rajputana States within the University regarding a census of records and tiaeir

acquisitions. The Universi rities i
qu(}; i University authorities have ther?fore heen asked to take up this

11
AGENDA

TWENTY.FOURTH SESSION. INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORLS
COMMISSION, JATPUR 1948

1. Vote of Condolence on the death of Sir Shaffat Ahmad Khan,

Dr. Sir Shaffat Ahmad Khan was an ordinary member of the Indian Historical
Records Commission from 1937 to 1940 when the Commission was re-constituted.
He was sitbsequentily appointed India’s High Commissioner in South Africa and in
September 1946 became the first Education Member of the Interim Government of
India and the ex-officic President of the [ndian Historical Records Commission.
During the tenure of his office as an ordinary member of the Commission Sir Shaffat
rendered invaluable service to it. He was a scholar of world-wide reputation and
remarkable erudition and had a number of publications based on“original research
to his credit. He was besides a founder member of the Indian History Congress
and one of the originators of the History Congress plan for a comprehensive
History of India.

2. Review of action taken on the Resolutions of the Twenty-first (Udaipur), and
Twenty-second (Peshawar) Sessions of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission. '

" (Please see conspectus)

3. Recommendations of the Research and Publication Commitfee during the Jaipur
Session.

4. Review of action taken on the Post-war development scheme.

The principal recommendations of the Indian Historical Records Commission
(Udaipur Session in 1944) regarding the ‘““‘Post-war Re-organisation of Archives
Offices in India’ are :— ,

(1) Microfilm copies of all unpublished records relating to modern Ixdian
history not available in this country should be obtained and preserved in the
Imperial Record Department.

(i¢) All necessary steps should be taken for salvaging privately owned
manuscripts in India. The central and provincial record offices should be
legally authorised to take charge of such manuscripts when their respective
owners are willing to transfer their custody on such terms as may be mutually
agreed upon. Such owners as may be prepared to provide for the better pre-
servation of their manuscripts should be given such technical advice and service
ag they may require.

(i11) Unwarranted destruction and export of historical manuseripts should
be legally prohibited. »

(#v) Microphotographic copies of all rare publications on India not avail-
able in this country should be obtained irrespective of the period they dcal
with and placed in the custody of the Imperial Record Department.

(v) All bonafide students should have access to these copies.

(vi) The Imperial Record Department should supply at a reaﬁo_nable price
copics made out of the microfilms mentioned above to Universities, learned
societies, public libraries and such persons as may apply for them.,

(vii) Early steps should be taken to ai?-condition t'he mupiment rooms of
the Imperial Record Department with a view to securing uniformity of tem-
perature and relative humidity.

(viis) Vacuum fumigatoriym and laminating machines should be installed
in the Imperial Record Department at an early date.

(i) Imparting instructions in theory and practice of archives-keeping
should be recognised as one of the normal duties of the Imperial Record Depart~

ment.
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The report on ‘‘Post-War Re-organisation of Archives Offices in fndia’
was printed in a pamphlet form and. distributed widely in India and abroad
‘and it is a matter of gratification that many foreigr agencies have taken a very keen
‘interést in the archival activitics in this country and have furnished interesting
information regarding the location of docanments of Indian interest in foreign re-
positories. A brief summary of the observations made by some of the leading foreign
institutions has heen appended for the information of the members.

(2) above Preliminary work on this item has been started but it can be systema-
tically pursued only when we have the additional staff and money which is expected
to be sanctioned by the Government of India this year (1947).

v v

(#3) abowe.—(a) Two years ago the Indian Historical Records Commission set
up nin~ ad koc Regional Survey Committees in the Provinees and the Government
of India sanctioned last year a token grant of Rs. 6,500 for salvage work. These

ominittees are functioning but the progress of work has been greatly retarded owing
to intermittent disturbances in different parts of the country. Tt is expected that

the grant will be reprovided this year to enable the Committees to continue their
work.

(b) The Governmentof Indiahaveapprovelin principle the Director of Archives’
proposal for the grant of an annual sum of Rs. 10,000 towards the purchase of docu-
ments. The administrative sanction of Government is awaited.

(¢) The Government of India have also approved in principle the Director of
Archives’ proposal for an annual grant of Rs. 10,000 for tendering téchnical service
to such institutions and repositories as lack the means to take proper care of the
manuscripts in their custody.

(d) Formal sanction of a further grant of Rs. 10,000 on account of subvention
to learned institutions in India is also awaited. The object of this grant is to assist
the institutions in preserving the records and manuscripts salvaged by the Survey

Committees. 1t is essential that the Commission shoulil express its opinion in the
method of dishursement of the sums referred to in sub-paras. (b) and (d) above.

(iit) ahove.—The question of logislation regarding unwarranted destruction and
export of historical manuscripts is under the consideration of the Government of
India. Tt will interest the members to learn that an act entitled the Antiquities
(Export Control) Act, 1947, has already been placed on the Statrte Book. The term
antiquity as defined by the Act includss not only ¢sins, sculptures and epigraphs
but also manuscripts which have been in existence for ons hundred years and thus

in a way, cover also records and historical documents. These features of the new
Act deserve particular notice,

(1) Under clause 6 “If any question arises whether any article, object or
thing is or is not an antiquity for the purposes of this Act, it shall be referred
to the Director General of Archacology in India and his decis‘on is final”.
While Director General of Archaeology is certainly th: competent authority
to determine whether a manuscript should or should not be troated as an anti-
quity, it is certainly for a specialist in archive scisnce to adjudge whether a
manuscript falls under the category of recorls or historisal document. As the
intention ofthe Resolution of the Commission is to prevent the export of records
or historical document of any category whatsoever it is extremely doubtful
that the present Act will realise that object.

(2) The Act contains no prohibition in r8spect of rifling, mishandling, mis.
laying or dispersing the records in the private or public custody in the pro-
vinces, the States or at the centre, and it is essential that there should be a
law on the Statnte Book preventing these malpractices.
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(3) The definition given bears. the implications that no object which is
less than 100 (hundred yearsy old should come under the operation of the’law.
This may be valid so far as.antiqui’cies are concerned but is certainly not for
records or historical manuseripts. What is neegled therefore igacomprehensive
public records legislation in the lines suggested in the Resolution.

(iv-vi) above.—As the majority of the records repositories in Europe are still in
a dislocated state it has not been possible to take steps for obtaining microfilm copies
of record of Indian,interest in foreign repositories. Pr.climinar_y work has however
begun and attempt is being made to contact the leading archives repositories by
correspondence. .

(vii) above.—The sanctionis expected for the (j,xpendlture of a sum of Rs. 1,50,000
for air-conditioning the Nation:l Archives muniment area.

(viii) above.—Orders have been placed in U.S.A. and Canada for Vaeyum
Fumigatorium and Laminating Machine and they arc expected to arrive in India
early in 1948.

(t@) above.—The syllabus for training in Archives Keepir}g was revised and
circulated among leading institutions in India and abroad. It is gratifying to note
that the remodelled syllabus has been favourably commented on by distinguished
authorities on the subject, like Professors V. K. Galbraitk, the Director of the
Institute of Historical Research, London, and Hilary Jenkinson, Deputy Keeper,
Public Record Office, London, and Secretary to the British Records Association.
An appreciative notice has also been publishet.l in the {lmericm% Ar{;/zivisl, the journal
of the Society of American Archivists. In its meeting held in Simla in May 1946,
the Standing Committee of Central Legislature on Education considered this raining
scheme and recommended that requisite financial assistance should be forthcoming
to encourage students to take up this training in larger numbers. The Government
of India arc expected to sanction three stipends at Rs. 100 per month each
amounting to an annual expenditure of Rs. 3,600.

The series to be published under the scheme I of the Five-year Publication Pro-
gramme has been named ‘“Fort-William India House Correspondence’, and 178MSS.
Vols. will make 21 volumesin print. Typescripts of almost all the 21 volumes have
been distributed to the Honorary Editors appointed from time to time by the
Government of India av the instance of the Indian Historical Records Commission.
1t is hoped that the Government of India will sanction the payment of a honorarium
of Rs. 1,500 to the editor of each volume. The progress of work has been detailed
elsewhere.

5. Representation onl the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology

The term of office of the present representative (Dr.S.N. Sen, Secretary), on the
Central Advisory Board of Archaeology will expire in February 1948. The Govern-
ment of India have requested the Indian Historical Records Commission to send up
its nomination for another term. Suggestions of the members are invited.

6. International Archives Organisation

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Archivist, The National Archives of U.S.A., addressed
letter to Dr. S. N. Sen, Director, National Archives of India, soliciting his views on
the proposal to establish a permanen. international archives council.. The details.
of the proposal are appended. The members are requested to offer their comments.

7. Establishment of Cultural Relation with Egypt

The Consul-General for Egypt approached the Government of India in connexiom
with the Boyal Soegiety of Historical Studies in Egypt. -This Society is concerned
with. historjcal studies.in general _and-specw,ll'y w1§h the various aspects of Egyptian
history. 1t sought to establish relations with similar societies in India A- brief
account of the aims. and objects.and the activities of the Indian Ihstonqag: ‘Records-
Cammission was furnished and a few books and pamphlets were also supplied to the
Society. A list of fifteen loading bistorical research institutions in Indis - was-alsb

supplied. The Royal Society has been assured of the Commission’s cooperation
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8. Diamond Jubilee of the Allahabad University

The University of Allahabad which celebrated its Diamond Jubilee in December
1947, invited the Indian Historical Records Comntissien to appoint one or more
delegates to be present on the occasion. As the terms of offico of all tha members
of the Commission expired on the 15th August, the Secretary approached the
President of the Indian Historical Records Commission and the Chairman, Research
and Publication Committee to nominate one delegate out of the three ex-fficio
office bearers of the Commission. The (Government of India have since nominated
the Secretary to represent the Indian Historical Records Commission on the Dia-
mond Jubilee celebration of the Allahabad University.

9. Reports on Inspection of Records

In conformity with the Resolution III of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission met at Peshawar in 1945, the Government of India permitted the Director
of Archives to visit each province every three years and to submit reports to them
and also to the Commission on the state of preservation of Central Government
and Crown records in provincial custody. The late His Excellency the Crown
Representative also permittod him to inspect old records in the custody of the
Residencies. Some of these Reports are laid on the table.

10. Parliamentary Papers

The question of free supply of Parliamentary Papers to the Library of the
National Archives of India was considered by the Government of India at the
instance of the Indian Historical Records Commission. The Government of India
inform that they are not in a position to obtain free supply of these reports from
His Majesty’s Government. The collection in the national archives has many
gaps in them and to render the collection more useful it is essential that it should
be completed and brought up-to-date. It is therefore, for consideration whother
a geparate Government grant should not be asked for filling the gaps as well as for
regular purchase in future.

11. Proposal by Pudukkottai Durbar on Residency Records

With the cessation of paramountcy on the 15th August, its is expected that
Residencies will be closed. It is therefore recommended to the Dominion Govern-
ments of India and Pakistan and the Central Records Department that all documents
in the Archives of the Residencies may be transferred to the respective States to
which they relate.

Explanatory Note.—The need for such a transfer is obvions. After paramountey
goes, there is no question of any document being confidential. A collection of all
records relating to the different States, housed in the Central Records Qffices of the
respective States will afford proper scope for scholars to carry on research on the
history of those States.

Secretary’s Note.—The problem of the future custody of the Residency records
is still under the consideration of the Government of India. It may however be
stated that these records do not come under the category of the regional records
properly so called. They are on the contrary administrative instruments of agencies
under the control of a Central authority now defunct, viz., His Excellency the Crown
Representative. Under estabhsl.led international practioe the archival assets of a
defunct State or &overnment are inherited by the successor Government. It should
also be noted that most of the States are still without properly organised records
offices and research students have no access to documents owned by them.
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Proposals by Dr. Y. K, Deshpande
12. Inheritance of India Offide Assets

In view of the abolition of the India Office of the Secretary of State, the question}
of locating the library of the printed books and also that of the manuscripts of |
literary and historical value in the East India Office might be under consideration
[t is therefore proposed that the Central Government at Delhi be requested “to move
the British Government to hand the library to it (the Central Government at Delhi)
and that it is flrther suggested that the library be'under the control of the Director
of the Imperial Records Department at Delhi. -

3 .

Explanatory Note—Majority of the printed books in the library are in the
oriental languages and have been obtained. mostly from India from the authors
and publishers under specific rules. The manuscripts of literature have been collect.
ed from India and mostly belong to the oriental languages. As for the records in
manuscript which are in the India Office Library, are connected with the Indian
affairs and are wholly of the historical nature. Tt will therefore be in the fitness of
things that the whole library should be handed over to the Central Government at
Delhi as it is the Central place. It will be proper and also convenient to the scholars
if the library is under the control of the Director of the Imperial Records Depart-
ment.

13, Creation of Historical Sections in Records Offices

That this Commission recommends all the provincial Governments and the
states to open a separate section in the Record Department for historical records
and that section should be given in charge of an officer who knows English
Persian and the language of the province. !

Explanatory Note.—At present the manuscripts of the historical nature have
been kept in the records of the various departments and as such it is not available
in one place. Besides there is no one person in charge of such documents. If there
is one person in charge of the historical documents it will be convenien
to preserve them and alse it will be easy for the scholars who desire to
to get them without loss of time in search for them.

t to arrange
study them,

Secretary’s Note.—Only a few Provinces and Indian States have fully organised
Central Records Offices. Moreover, all records are of historical value and it is
neither desirable nor practicable to separate the so-called non-historieal records
from historical. Papers which may appear at one time unimportant, may prove of
“great historical importance at a subsequent date. Many of the papers which were
at one time classed as ‘C’ (unimportant) at the National Archives of India have on
later examination been found to be of immense evidential value.

Resolution by Dr. B. Prasad v
14. Creation of a Lepartment of Archives
This Commission recommends to the Government of India to esta

and independent Department of Archives'and not make this subjec
of other Department. .

blish & Separa te
t an appendage

Ezplanatory Note.—The subject of archives is a hi
subject which requires for its adequate treatment an
the ‘Government of India. At present the Imperial
ordinate to the Department of Education which is over-burdened with .
work and as such may not be able to give the same attention which :gg catll‘gn&i
preservatior, acquisition and control of archives throughout the Indian Uniog mlf
demand. In order to have & uniform policy throughout the Union and have an acti y
controllover th.e provincial ?rchives as well as to implement the program:, ° u(r)(;
regional survey it is essential that the Government of Indj
department of archives. dia should have a separate

ghly technical and important
independent Department of
Record Department is sub.-
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l5. Legisiation on Archives
Resolved that the Commission reiterate their request to the Government of
[ndia to undertake suitable legislation, by amendment of Act TTT of 1879 or otherwise

'or preventing export or transfer outside of records, historical documents and
nanuscripts from the Indian Union, and unwarranted destruction thereof.

Explanatory Note.—At the Twenty-third Session, 1946, a resolution to this effect
‘was adopted by the Commission but so far the Government of Indid do not scem
;0 have given their attention to this matter. In the meantime there has been a.
artition of India involving the creation of a separate sovereign State of Pakistan
‘which has led even to the demand for a partition of the records and their transfer to
she Pakistan Government outside the Indian Union. The danger of export of
1istorical documents and manuscripts from the shores of India to the other countries
jas always been acute but with the creation of the Pakistan State it has become all
she more serious.  Unless, therefore, suitable Legislation altogether forbidding the
. movement of records, historical documents and manuscripts from the Indian Union
''s immediately undertaken there is every likelihood of the Union being defrauded
»f its historical treasures. In the past years the Historical Records Commission has
made a demand for the amenament of Act ITI of 1879 to prevent unwarranted de-
struction of records. The post-war reconstruction scheme adopted by the Com-
mission in 1944 laid stress on the legal prohibition of export of the historical manu-
seripts but no action has yet been taken on this demand by the Government ‘of
[ndia. As the danger is imminent, the Commission should now request the
Government of Indian Union for immediate legislation for banning the movement
of all such records and manuscripts out of the country.

Secretary’s Note.—In Resolution IV of the Research and Publication Committee
which met at Indore in 1946, Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad moved the same resolution,
‘[t was forwarded to the Government of India with suitable recommendation and

their decision is awaited. .

16. Resolution by 8ri 8. Gopalan on South Indian History

‘ That three members of this Commission be deputed to compile and publish
& history of South India under the heading RECONSTRUCTION OF SOUTH
INDIAN HISTORY. _

Explanatory Note—It is found from authentic records available in the

dynaetic changes and their causes have yet to be brought to light and that the
conventional accounts of the same as given in text books and other publications on
the subject have to be rewritten in the light of the said records. For instance, the
real causes for the invasion of the South by Hyder Ali and the clash between him
and the East India Company as well as the Crown Representative in Madras, the
alignment of powers in the south during the 18th century, and the battles and
campaigns conducted by the British in conjunction with and in opposition to chief-
tains and kings, provide many fresh chapters in our history.

Secretary’s Note.—This Commission is concerned with unearthing and publishing
original sourees of Indian history. The actual compilation of history should be

the business of other organisations. o _

17. Resolutionby Mahamahopadhayaya B. N. Reu—On the use of Hindi or
. ' Hindustani -

- Inview of the emanoipation of the cotintry from its fofeign sérfdom, necessitat-

ing the re-prientation of our outlook and aspirations in all 'walks of life—the his-

torian’s sphere being no exception,—and in view of the'lead given by the Union

3

| Qaraswathi Mahal Library at Tanjore and elsewhere that events like wars and -

3o
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Government, a number of provineial Governments, local bodies and Universities t
raise Hindior Hindustanifrom it crstwhile position of a vernacular to the diggiﬁeg
status of a common vehicle of national intercourse, it is highly desirable that the
[ndian Historical Records Comission will rise to the occasion by gradually sheddin
its English complex and giving every facility and encouragement for its I).I'O‘Ceedin §
being conducted in Hindi or Hindustani, so that within a period of five years at t}%e
maximum, Hindi or Hindustani written in the Devanagari character rﬁay come t(;
supplant entirely its English predecessor. Tt is therefore proposed that an am@ﬁd
ment in the constithition of Commission may kindly he made accordingly o
b L=h
18. Any other subject which may be brought before the Meeting
19. Date and place of the 1948 and 1949 Meetings N
20. Papers on the following subjects are laid on the table.— s
(¢) Report of the Tenth meeting of the Research and Publication Committ
held ab Now Delhi in March 1947. ee
(i) Annual Reports of the—
(@) Imperial Record Department (1944).
(b) Bengal Records Office (1945).
(¢) Coorg (1946).
(i1t) Constitution of the Indian Historical Records Commission as amended
by the Government of India atter the creation of the Dominion of India.

(iv) [ns[:ection reports of the Director of Archives, Government of India, of the
Crown and Central Government records and records in the custody of—

(@) Government of United Provinces (Lucknow and Allahabad).

(b) Government of Bihar (Patna).

(¢) Chief Commissioner of Ajmar-Marwara (Ajmer).

() Rajputana Residency (Mt. Abu).

(¢) Central India Residency (Indore).

(f) Jaipur State.

(9) Alwar State.

(i) List of _books and periodicals presented o the Indian Historical Records

Commission and or the National Archives of India during 1947

" Group L.—Presented by the Authors and the Individuals.—

Dr. N. K. Sinha and Dr. A, C. Banerjee, History of India, 2nd edition, 1947
Dr. P. C. Gupta, Polier’s Shah Alam II and his court—1947.
Mr. Jagmohan Mahajan, Private Correspondence of Sir Frederic Currie, 1846-4
Dr. G. N. Saletore, The British Expedition against DhondjiVagh (pamphlet).
Col. R. H. Phillimore, Memoirs Relative to the State of India by Warren
Hastings, 1787.
GrouP I—Presented by the learned Institutions.
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona—
Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Vol. XXVII, Parts
I—IV in 2 vols. 1946. .
Agra University— ‘
Agra University Calendar, 1945-48.
Bombay University— ‘

Catalogue of the Library of the University of Bombay for 1901, 1920.
and list of additions for 1947 23 vols. v 920-1941

[
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Madras University—

Catalogues and books on Chemistry, Téchnology, Engineering, Physics and
Mathematics, 1939. '

?upplemcnt to the Madras University Library Catalogues, 1938-1940.—6
vols.

Mysore University—

. Catalogue of hooks on several works, Philosophy, Religion, Nociclogy
Philology, Science, Useful Arts, Fine Avts, Literature, History, Persian, Avabie
and Urdu books, 1935.—7 vols.

Nagpur University—

1. Nagpur University Library catalogue of Books on Philosophy, Religion
Economics, History and Social Sciences, 1942-43— 4 vols.

2. Nagpur University Journal--Journal of the University of Nagpur 1945.

Nagpur University Historical Society—

Annual Bulletin of the Nagpur University Historical Socicty, October 1947
Patna University— -

Catalogues of Patna University Library from 1927-1933 and from 1936-39.

Karachi Corporation—
Administration Report of the Corporation of the City of Karachi for 1945-46
Editor, Investment and Finance, Delhi —
Investment and Finance, January to November 1947.
Governmeni of Assem, Depi. of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Gauhati—
i. Annals of the Delhi Badshahate by Dr. 8. K. Bhuyan, 1947.
. Lachit Barphukan and his times by Dr. 8. 1. Bhuyan, 1947,
. Asamar Padya Buranji, ed. by Dr. 8. K. Bhuyan, 1932.
. Deodhai Assam Buranji, ed. hy Dr. 8. K. Bhuyau, 1432.
. Assam Buranji, 1228-1696, ed. by Dr. 3. K. Bhuyan, 1945,
. Kamrupar Buaranji, ¢d. by . S, K. Bhuyan, 1430,
. Jayantia Buranji, ed. by Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, 1937.
. Tripura Buranji, ed. by Dr. 8. K. Bhuyan, 1938.
9. Ankia Nat, ed. by Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, 1940.
10. Nitilatankur, ed.by Sarat Ch. Goswami and Pandit Joy Krishna Misra
1941.
BarodaiState Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda—
Bulletin of the Baroda State Museum and Picture Gallery 1943-44, to
1945-46.—5 vols.
Ribliotheque Nationale, Paris—

Catalogue General ; list des catalogues evente—cabinet des estampes (1946)
lists des Department des Medalilles et antique etc. 1946.

N~ W b

o =1 & Ot

Institute of Historical Research, London—

1. Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, Vol. XX Mayand November
1944 ; May & Novr. 1945.

2. Institute of Historical Research, Twentyfifth Annual Report of the Institut®
of Historical Research, London, 1945-46,
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3. School of History and Institute of Historical Research, Instruction Courses
for 1946-47. .

School for Oriental and African ®Studics — ,

Calendar for the year 1946e47.

Report of the governing body. Statement of accounts and de})artmenta,l
reports for the year ending 3lst July 1946.

University of London—

University of London—subjects of dissertations and theses and published work
presented by successful candidates at examinations for Higher degrees
from 1937-1944. © =4

University of London Library.-—Classified catalogue of selected’accessions

1945-46.
Royal Empire Sociely, London—

1. Best books on the British Empire. A bibliographical Guide for students
by Evans Lewin, 2nd ed.,London—1945. ’

2. Bihliography of Pacific region and East Indian Islands, Exclusive of Japan
by Evans Lewin, 1944.

3. Hastings Bi-centenary. Selected list of printed publications relating to
Warren Hastings by Miss Vera Ward, 1932.

4. Royal Colonial Institute— .

A select list of recent publications contained in the library of the Royal
Colonial Institute, London, illustrating the constitutional relations
between the various parts of the British Empire, compiled by Evans
Lewin, 1937.

Harvard University—
Harvard University Archives, 1942,
Library of Congress, Washington—
1. Library of Congress—information Bulletins, 1947.

2. Library of Congress quarterly journal and current Acquisitions.-—Februa,ry
1946 : November 1946.

3. List of publications issued by the Library of Congress since 1897, 1935,
4. Library of Congress, Orientalia Division.
South East Alia 1935-45 (a selected list of reference books) Washington
1946.

Louisiana State University, Department of Archives—

E

Guide to manuscript collections in the Department of Archives, Louisiana
State University, Vol. I, ed.by William Hogan, 1940.

Illinois Stage Library, Springfield, Illinois—
Illinois Libraries
Bulletins from September to December 1946,
National Archives, Washington—
1. The Archivist’s “One World” by Solon J. Buck,
2. Eleventh Annual Report of the Archivist of U.S.A. 1944-45,
! 3. Twelfth Annual Report of the Archivist of U.S.A. 1945-46.
4. A proposed Archives programme for the U.N.E.S.C.0., by Solon, J. Buck.

Chinese-American Insgitute of Cultural relagions and the National Library of Peiping,
China—
Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography. Vols. IV & V, 1944-45,

5]
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New York Public Library—
1. Bulletin of the New York Public Librn,rly, June 1947.

‘2. Report of the New York Public Library for 1946.
Oregon State Library— .o,

Report of State Library, Arvchives Division. July 1944 to June 1946
L' Bcole Francaise [ Eatreme-Ovient, Hanoi—
1. Bibliographie de L’Indochine Franeaise by Paul Boudet and Remi Bourgeois,
for 1927—1929 & 1930. 2 Vols. Hanoi, 1933,
2. Bibliotheque De L’Ecole Francaise 1Y Extreme-Orient 1 menagement de
Cettae Collection de Livees et de manuseripts n.d.
3. L’fcole Francaise d’Extremo-Orient Less civilisations de L'Indochine et
L’ecole Francaise 1’extreme-Orient-—- 1943.
4. L’Ecole Francaise d’Extreme-Orient Sommaire de Llactivite de L’Ecole
Francaise D’extreme-Orient, de 19401945,
5. Malleret’ Louis ]
Aux temple d’Ahnkor Avecles vo ageurs, Les romanciers et lespoetes, Saigon
1932.
6. Institute Indo-chinois pour L'etude de L’Home Sommaire detaille des cours
et conferences (Annee Scolaire 1943-1944) Hanoi, 1943.
dssociation Francaise de Aruits de L’Orient, Paris—

Institute de France (Annuaire pour 1945 et 1946).
Director, French Information Services, 27, Connaught Circns, New Delhi—
1. France Orient, Fevier 1947.

2. French Weekly, January to April 1947.
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia Government Avchives—
Baines, Thomas
Northern Goldfields diaries of Thomas Baines 1869—1872 published in Lon-
don by Chatto & Windus for the Government Archioves of Southern
Rhodesia, 1947, 3 Vols.

Union of South Africa Archives—

L. Archives year book for South African History; published by the authority
of the minister of the interior ed. by Coenraed Beyers and others, 1943-44.

2. Report of a visit to Various Archives Centros in Burope, United States of
America and Canada by C. Graham Botha, 1922.
Archivo Nacional de Cuba, La Habana, Cuba

1. Indica del Boletin del Archivo Nacional No. 12, 1946,

2. Catalogo de Los fondos de la Junta Superior de Sanidad de la Isla de Cuba,
No. 13, 1947.
Saskatchewan Archives, Regina—

First report of the Saskatchewan Archives, 1945.46.

Indian Historical Record Commission—conspectus of action taken—twentyfirst
Session, Udaipur, 1944

Resolution IIl.—This Commission fully approves of the scheme embodied
in the Report on the Post-war Reorganisation of Archives Offices and Historical
Researches in India drafted by the Research and Publication Committee at its
fourth meeting and recommends that the report be forwarded at an early date to
the Government of India, Provincial Governments and Indian States for necessary
action.

1. The Karauli Darbar state that their Post-war re-organisation scheme is
limited to the construction of roads only. They add that such records as relate
to the war period and are not required for current purposes have already been pre-
served and will be available to future research scholars resdily.

2

:2, The reply of the Government of Madras is noted below :—

(1) Proposal to depute an oﬁiqer?to f_oreign countries to take microfilm copies
of records which areymissing in the Imperial Record Department.—No
action in this respect is called for by this Government since the gaps
in-the Madras Recérds are extremely few.

(41) Proposals to take steps to salvage manuscripts of historical interest lying
in private custody and to set apart funds for the purpose.—These sugges-
tions will be considered when a permanent Regional Survey Com-
mittee for this Province is set up by Government.

(iii) Proposal to keep bundles containing records flat upon the shelves instead
of vertically.—This suggestion is now under the tonsideration of this
Government in consultation with the Curator, Madras Recosd Office,

{v) Proposals to introduce vacuum fumigation and air-condition in the record rooms
of the Imperial Record Department.—The records of this Government
in the Madras Record Office are generally free from insects and hence
vacuum fumigation is not roally necessary. Air-conditioning of the
rooms will be too costly to be undertaken by this Government. A
proposal to provide additional vacuum cleaners for dusting the records
is under consideration.

(v) Proposal to repair old records according to th. m:thod of lamination—This
method requires special and costly machinery an-{ killed technician
to work it. Moreover, it is understood that this method has been
severely condemned by eminent archivisits as a dangerous innova-
tion. The present methods of repairing records is with chiffon and
as it has stood the test of time it is proposed to continue it

«(v3) Proposal to train archivists in the Imperial Record Department.—As faci-
lities are available in the Madras Record Office to train Record-keepers,
it is considered unnecessary to depute any person to the Imperial
Record Department for training.

(vii) Proposal that the technical services of the Government record offices should
be avaslable to private owners, small record officers in British India and
the States which may be unable to go in for costly scientific apparatus.—
The Madras Record Office has always been rendering such service
whenever approached.

(vi1s) Proposal for legislation to prohibit the wnwarranted destruction ; and export
of historical manuscripts.—The Government of India Act XXXI of
1947 15 sufficient for the present to prohibit exportation of histori.
cal manuscripts. The typo of legislation contemplated to prohibit
unwarranted desctruction of records may be indicated clearly to
enable this Government to offer their remarks.

REMARKS.—The Government of Madras was informed with reference to para 5
‘of their letter that the Indian Historical Records Commission is not aware that
the process of lamination has been condemned by any eminent archivist as a “dan.
gerous innovation”. They were requested to quote or send the relevant literature
in which any eminent archivist had categorically condemned the lamination pro-
0088 a8 a dangerous innovation for being placed before the Indian Historical Re.
words Commission for discussion,

Resolutton VI11—This Commission recommends to the Provincial Govern .
ments and States to institute scholarships to enable competent students to carry
on original investigations in the Central and Provincial Records Offices and to
finance the publication of the results of their research work when completed.

1. The Government of Central Provinces and Berar regret that it has not been
possible for them to consider the resolution for the budget of 1947-48 owing to other
heavy financial commitments.
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2. The Dhar Darbar ar maintaing o
search work in Regional History.
the scholarships.

History Deparimeat vhicl, s hing re-
They do not consider it neeessary to  justitute

3. The Jaora Darbry inform that there
to carry on original investigation in the (o
They regret therefore that no action ¢

s no suitable cundidate in the State
utral and Provineial Records Officos,
an bo taken on the Resolution,

4. The Sailana Darbar approve of the

plement it as and when neeessary.  There are
work.

5. Jhabua Darbar stute that no candidate is available in the State
on original investigation in the State Records

consider it essontial to institute any schol
publication of the results or rese

resolution and will take steps to i
no students to carry on any research

to carry
Office and hence the Darbar do not

arships for the purpose or to finance the
arch ‘work, when completed,

6. The Barwani Darbar inform that the
destroyed by fire and therefore the
be taken by the Darbar.

7. The Alirajpur State is too small to take any
resolution.

old records of the State have been
action recommended by the Commission cannot

action recommended in the

Twenty second Meeting, Peshawar, 1945

Resolution 1.—The Commission lends its whole-hearted support to the proposals
of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal in general and to that relating to the establish-
ment of a Central Records Office at Caleutta in partieular and invites attention
of the authorities to the Resolutions passed by the Commission on the subject in
its previous sessions and recommends that a Central Records Office be established
by the Government of Bengal us carly ag possible,

Govermmont of India o the proposals of the
d which have nine varts are

The decision of the Roval
Asiatic Societ_v of Beng: as followy » -
(3} Establishment of a Travelier s Department in Indija—a copy of the Rego-

lution was forwarded by the Government of India to the Late Rail-
way Department (Railway Board) for information in so far as it re-
lated to the Royal Asiafjc Soc

tety of Bengal’s proposal for the es-
tablishment of a Traveller’s Department, in India, (Please see con-
spectus page 122, Part 111, [H.R.C. Proceedings Vo), XXT1IT).

(i1) Establishment of a Central Records Office in Ben
Bengal (late) to whom the resolution was forwarded by the Govern-
ment of India, informed that the creation of a Central Recordy Office
in the Province formed one of the Post-War Reconstruction Schemes
of the Government. But as the scheme was given a low priority

by the Provincial Development Board there was little likelihood of
its being taken up within the next year or two.

(442) Development of the Archaedlcgical Suvrey of India~The Government
of India have already sanctioned the first and second instalments of
the proposals made by the Director General of Archacology in regard
to the re-organisation of the Archaeological Survey of India. The

third and final programme in thig respect is at present under con-
sideration of the Government, :

gal.—The Government of

(i) Kstablishment of a  National Museum.~A scheme for the establishment
of a Central National Museum of Art, Arche cology and Anthropology
prepared by the Gwyer Committee has been accepted in principle

by the Government of India and the details of this scheme are under
consideration,
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! ‘ jon Act.—The amend-
Ancient Monuments Prese'rvatzon‘ :
© Am:ﬁffl?egé glfwthjncient Monuments Preservation A(}t t‘; uri)der 'confsad(grz.
/ ‘ i iews he Provincia -
i he Government of India. The_ views o

tfon rzixftse who we]r}e addressed are being awaltcjd. An Act, cé‘ued
z}(;mAnti‘ uities (Export Control) Act, 1947, m.akmg. bebt(}r pg'ows‘loxi
fi : cont;r((l)lling the export of objects of antiquarian qr historica,

ir(l):ereqt or significance {from India has recently been passed.

(vi) Establishment of a School of Arclt?ltteflt'u're 1 India.—The decision of the
B s of India is awaited. , ' ‘
.. G(-)Venén;:tliton of @ National Cultural Trust amfi Constitution of Natwngl
(v and i) rC ies of the Royal Asiatic Society’s scheme for the e‘staﬁ -
b arks.— (;‘p%\htional Parks in India were forwarded to t}.m, PTOVHICI.ELI
h‘s A t; ((June 1945) for such action as they considered desir-
(,overn%(ir} ‘Society was informed of this. The Central Adv1spry
able. of (Education have formulated a seheme for the establish-
Board(% n “Indian Cultural Trust” which will un_dertakg among
P (zh'xn s the establishment of National Parks in India. _Thls
:):ll;;rm iSl lngow under the consideration of the Government of Indx:':m.'
l;lstablisbment of a National Acaglemy o_f Art and Letters.—The decision
(vt of the Government of India is awaited. .
ReMARKS.—The decisions of the quernment of Ilndia. have been communicat-
d to the Secretary, Royal Asiatic Society of Be'nga. o R
° jon 1II.—This Commission is of opinion ffhat it is desira ed ‘ab ©
, Resolmlzn )} ivée should visit each Province once in 'threq years and submi
Director of Tél ;n;nent of India and to the Indian Historical Records Comis-
reports to the Ov? reservation in which the old hx'storwa.l Becords may 'be found
sion on e statet_onsp asls may lead to improvement in the existing state of things.
with wueh suggeste nt of Bengal (late) informed that all.facil'it'ie.s would be aﬁordgd
. Tl}e Govemzmj\rchives Government of India while visiting the Province (xjx;
to the I')lrec?%rh ;)he Ae\'aminz’mtion of the Crown and Central Government recor
?Onﬁ‘j““(’ns&y of thé Provincial Government. o ‘
O et son. VII.—This Commission requests the Provmcxgl Goyemmen‘ts and
'Besolutw'nt furnish the Imperial Record Department with a list of q;ﬂerenﬁ
Inﬁ:no? trzt:;d: in their possession showing the gaps or wanting papers in suc
geries '
sories: i d add that there
ent agree to the recom,mer}datlon an . ¢
‘ l‘ The1 %ﬁggr}gﬁ)ﬁri’lfthe Stgate and any records, if and when ?ﬁcgzved, wlncp.
me: (iingind to be of interest for the Imperial Record Department, wi communi-
ma,
catgd to them.

2. The Puatiala Government have forwarded the following list of historical docu.
ments. which are in their archives :—

I. Firmans and Sanads from and Agreements with—
{(a) The Padshahs of Delhi.

i i itle of Maharaj.
)y Fi d Zigad 10, Julus 5 conferring the ti
@ F;ffl?gzj ‘i?i}’eshféir on Maharaja Sahib Singh Mahendar Bahadur
by Akbar Shah II.

(b) The Shahs of Afghanistan '

; , - dated Shaban 22, 1174 H from .Ahmad. Shah’.s

@ T\%/z\zg'oizﬁgz?ng ?Raja Alha Singh in the possession of his terri-
tory. .

(#3) Firman from Timur Shah, dated Rajab 11, 1192 H.
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¢) The Marathas

(i) Wajib-ul-Arz to General Perron for co-operation against Ge 1 go
Thomas, dated 30 Rabi-us-Sani, Julus 43.

(¢8) Treaty of Friendship with General Perron, dated Ramzan 24,
1216 H.

(d) The British Government in India
() Wajib-ul-Arz to Lord Lake and its reply acknowledging amity with
Patiala. ' -

There are a number of Sanads from the British Government relating
to grant of territories and conferring certain rights and privil ges.
»  Most of these are printed in Aitchison’s T'reaties and Sanads.

II. CoRRESPONDENCE WITH THE BRiTisH RusipENTs a1 DELHI AND BriTis
OEFICERS. SOME OF THE LETTERS ARE :—

(§) A Seton to Maharaja Saheb Singh, May 29, 1808

(11) A Seton to Maharaja Saheb Singh, Nov. 17, 1808

(s5) C. Metcalfe to Maharaja Karam Singh, June 24, 1808

(tv) W. Fraser to Maharaja Karam Singh, October, 1, 1814.
(v) C. Elliot to Maharaja Karam Singh, November 24, 1824,
(vi) D. Ochterlony to Maharaja Saheb Singh, March 14, 1811
(vis) D. Ochterlony to Rani Sahiba, Oct. 9, 1814.

(vii3) D. Ochterlony to Maharaja Karam Singh, October 19, 1822.

JI1. REPORTS OF PATIALA VARILS FBOM CONTIGUOUS BRITISH DISTRICTS FROM
Samvar 1883 ro 1912 (PRE-MUTINY PERIOD).

_ 8. The Jhalwar Darbar have furnished the following list of Hindi Books (manu-
soripte) of historical significance available at Brijnagar. '
(3) Mahabharat Adi Sabha Van Paryantam by Vyas Nilkanth (1145 pages)
" Semvat 1947. ' |
(#t) Bharat Sar by Vyas Nilkanth (167 pages) Samvat 1884.
(453) Valmiki Ramayan by Govindachaya (781 pages) Samvat 1884,
{sv) Ttihas Sar Samucharya (printed) by Mansaravi (120 pages) Samvat
1863. ‘
(v) Prithviraj Rasa by Chand (287 pages) Samvat 1845.

4. The Narsingarh Darbar inform that they have no historical papers of the
nature suggested by the Commission.

Resolution IX.—This Commission recommends to the Indian Universities
that under their schemes of popular and extension lectures, keepers and curators
of records offices and scholars engaged in editing old records (Imperial, Provincial
or States) be requested to deliver courses of Jectures in different provincial centres
dn the nature and subject matter of the records that they have examined and
odited, ' '

2. The Osmania University informs that the Board of Extension lectures of
the University has decided that if there are any eminent scholars among the person
referred to in the resolution, the guestion of inviting them for extension lectures
will have due consideration.

2. The Punjab University (late) accepted the recommendation with the addi-
tion of the word “and other educational centres” after ‘“in different Provincial
Centres”.
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APPENDIX A -

Summary of messages of good will received from distinguished foreign archivists
and scholars on the Post-war Reorganisation of Archive Offices in Indij.

o ?

1. Mr. D. A. Chart—Deputy Keeper of the Public Records Office, Northern
Ireland—~ “This office is naturally interested to hear of the developments in record
collection and maintenance which have been going in India, and will be very ready
to co-operate in every way it can. Matters of Indian interest ocecassionally came
to light here as for instance, the references to Warren Hastings and Macartney in
the annual printed reports, 1925, p. 19, 1926, p. 17, and 193Q p. 5. In 1936 we were
able to secure the deposit in the India Office of the letter book of a servant of the
Fast India Company Andrew Dubram 1783-1791.....7

2. Mr. R. L. Atkinson, Secretary, Historical Manuscript Commission, London.
—“The scheme seems an admirable one and should be very useful if it can enlist
the intelligent and active support of the Governments and Institutions concerned.
The difficulty of a large scale scheme for the training of archivists is to be sure that
enough bodies are prepared to employ the archivists when trained ; but as your
course is being arranged under Government auspices it is to be hoped the Government
of India will, so far as it can, impre s upon the provincial goyernments, and on those
of the States, the importance of providing for the care and maintenance of their
archives....... It is possible that the Register of Archives now being under-
taken by my Commission may reveal other manuscripts collections of Indian interest,
and if so I conld give you brief particulars as to their extent and location.”

3. Mr. H. E. Cashmore, President, Library Association, London~—*1........
keenly appreciate vour kindness in sending me the publications which you enclose,
They are very interesting and show that you are doing a very valuable work in India
... .1 suggest that you should keep the Secretary of the Library Association informed
of your activities.”

3. Mr. William Angus, Keeper of the Registers and Records of Scotland.—‘1
am happy to assure you that this Department will gladly co-operate and give every
assistance to promote the objécts of your Historical Records Commission, Among
the papers deposited in the Department the following may be of interest to you :—

Hamilton Bruce Collection including papers which belonged to Professor

. John Bruce (1745-1826). In the course of a survey which is being undertaken

at present in this country from this Department, 1 should also draw attention

to the following item which may throw light on the history of India :—Diary

of North Dalrymple afterwards 9th Earl of Stair. Should other item be found,
in future I shall communicate them to you........ ”

4. Mr. A. 8. Collins, Deputy Keeper of Manuscripts, British Museum, London.
—States that he has read the report on post-war organisation of archives with great
interest.

5. C. B. A: Bedwell, Secretary, Society of Compnrative Legislation  London .—
States that the scheme for re-organisation of archives offices has much interested
him. Promises to furnish the Commission with information on archival legislation
in other countries. '

6. Dr. L. D. Barnett,
—“Thaveread therepory
in them for the prese
tions, and training
My best wishes are
of such vast impo!

oal of Oriental and African Studies, London
sihud think that the suggestions contained

if1sts are very.
in egforts to pre!

fb?%hé “OWEIATE O

the records of the past which are
jture”.
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7. Mrs. R. L. Sauv-e, Association of Special Libraries and T rformation Burenuzx,
London.—“We were excecdingly interested in: the dotails vou have given ahout the
work,and aim of the Indian Historical Records Conzmission as well as in the Report
which you so kindly sent.  This Report will be the subject of a noto in our Tnforma-
tion Bulletin which is issued to all our members every month.”

8. M. Edward J. Carter, Counsellor, Libraries and Museum, 1nited Nations
Eduvcational, Scientific and Cultural Orgarisation.—*T am interestod to have your
roport on post-war re-organisation of archives officrs in Tndia. UNESCO Avchives
Studies will shortly be developed into an active programme and it is most valuable
to 5 to have In our hands sach veluable documents  as  this particular
report, which gives 4n excellent picture of cicrent archival work in India”.

9. M. Michel Lheritiez, Secretary, Comite International Des Sciences H istoriques
Paris.—Tinds the Report exceedingly interesting and offers all co-operation in the
work.

10. M. Charles Petit-Dutaillis, Member, Institute de France, Paris.—States that
he has read with deep interest the report on re-organisation of archives officos and
suggests that the Commission should establish cultural contact with the Reoledes
Chartes of France. :

11, M. M. Ricunier, Secretary General, Bililiotheque Nationale, Paris.—States
that he has gone through the report with » great deal of interest. Welcomes the
plan for replenishing gaps in Indian archival and manuscripts repositories by means
of transcripts from French Collections. Furnishes a list of catalogues relating to
Oriental manuscripts deposited in the Bibliothegue.

12. Archivio i Stato, Rome.—Congratulate the Commission on the excellent
work being done by it.

13. Herr dsgaut Steinnes, Riksarkivet, Oslo.—Promises co-operation in the work
of filling in the lacuanaein Indian repositorios. Furnishes a list of interesting Danish
archives relating to Chinappa Nayaka and Peter Anker.

14. Mr. H. I. Bell, Association on the Sub-Commiltee of the Anglo-American
Hyistorical Conferences.—(1) write to say with what interest and good will 1 have
read your report and proposal. They seem to be on the right lines and all of them
highly desirable. I can understand that conservation is one of your major pro-
blems. Here Amcrican experience might help vou...... I do not know how
India js situated with regard to Pre-British records—-whother many or only a few
survive—but I certainly agree with the note of Mr. 8. M. Jaffar that whatever such
records exist should be brought within the scope of your activitics....”

15. Professor V. H. Galbraith, Director, Institute of Historical Research, London .
—“I have to thank you not only for your letter of 11 November enclosing the
brochure of the Indian Historical Records Commission and Information regarding
Diploma Course in Archives Keeping , but also for vour most interesting account of
the activities of the Record Commission, which will appear in the forthcoming
number of our Bulletin.

As one who taught Archives at the London School ef Librarianship for twelve
years, I am naturally interested in vour efforts to stimulate the subject in  India.
So far as I can judge, you arve proceeding on sound lines. 1 would only
venture on o e bit of advice. It is that !l your archivists should not
only have an M.A. degree, but as you wso properly say in your memorandam,
a degree in History. No amount of specialised training in  Archives
can make up for a deficient knowledge of History learnt in a scientific way,
whereas a good historical scholar can learn all _‘a%pok}t Archive keeping in a couple’ of

S0,
montks.  The most important duties of Archivists are to help scholars. with rtheir
rescarch and to publish as many of the documents they. keep as possible. "fh'ese
are scholarly functions and you don’t want to waste the time of x good man Zooling
about learning how to use patste and scissors and so on. Ir} f}hls ?ouptry we hAave
made the mistake of putiing classical scholars and fnntrhlema.tjcmns into our Archives
departments  and  the result is there is very little 1matg;na‘tt1v)? ii'lalsli)szilt;:lp:f}l::s::‘z
i short, y st 't good h ical scholars
especially at the 'h.lgher lovels. In short, you must z’1 ract g ‘
into Archive service. . .
As to collecting material, transcripts, ete. Isce vou z.\rv very up to date indeed,
No doubt the Commission is right to contine its attont‘l'on to recorcs, but some
authority or other ought to be actively scouring India and indeed the world for every

?
sort of information, whether record or chronicle, and the further they go back in

time the better. ‘

With regard to the last paragraph of your letter, I am al.ways open for an}f
suggestions which may establish closer contact between our Institute and your Com
mission. As you say, your experience canu onlylb’e’a a profit to us over here and any

i € > ive is always at your disposal.
a“‘“}%’" (;Xigt)l;:ng,l. Buck, The National Archives, Waskingto7t.—“ffhe most interest-
ing part of the volume to me was Appendix F, the “Rep.ort on tfl)? Pos.t-.War Re-
organisation of Archives Offices and Historical Researc.'hes in India. Thls isa n‘lo'st
significant document and 1 intend to propose to the.odltor otj The American ;1 rck;wzst
that it be reprinted therein, either in whole or ln' part, in orfler. th.at r;lemc'an
Archivists may have an opportunity to know somethu.lg of the thinking and p ammlxg
along these lines that is going on in India. I take it for grax.lted that you wo\u
have no objection to such reprinting. I also intf‘nd to see t(? it th:dt a nolt; u.or::
cerning this volume of Proceedings is published in the American Historical Rivew.
APPENDIX B
Proposal for the establishment of an International Archives Organization

Y

THE NATIONAL ARCHLIVES,
icc of Tashington, D.C.
Oftice of the Archivist Washington, 1 Mag 2, 1945,
Dr. S, N. Sen,
Dircetor, Imperial Record Department.
New Delhi, India.

My dear colleague : o

The time has come, T fect strongly, when our w'gtez,&u\*l()ln. shoulfi‘ut;;llz:; x;z};g
establish a permanent international archives organization. ] (fl-n'})r;b{rj:-q t}g)ig  Lake
he initiative by sending to you and to leading archivists in other countrics thi L
?h(/ m}l aive g ur views, suggestions, and adviee so that there may be assem led
in which }'I']r?f}:,lrslggi:)n and v(;pin‘ion that will be useful in determining what kind of
grggg}\;gti:;n is desirable and what shall be the steps taken to bring it into being.

If there were in existence at present u'ny interna.tional Lody that could properly
take direct éesponsibility for promoting these objectives, 1 should Le happy to work
through it. The matter was laid before the United Nations Educational, Scientific,
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-and Cultural Organization, and that hody at its first’General Conference at Paris
in December 1946 included the following paragraph in its approved program

(mimeographed “Report of Program Commission Adopted by the General Con-
ference, 7’ p. 26) : .

UNESCO should encourage the creation bf an international organisation
of professional archivists., It will deal, in collaboration with the organisation,
with questions of technique and administration, such as the exchange of per-
sonnel, the general accessibility of archives, the establishment and exchange of
inventories. the reproduction of documents and the exchange of reproductions.
UNESCO has thus recoghized the importance of the subject and offered its

-enaarrariment. What eonorats form this eneouragement may take I cannot say at
this moment when UNESCO itself is still in the process of organization. I think
we can count on the sympathetic interest of officials of that organization, and per-

haps, somewhat later, on help of a financi ) nature, hut we must make a start our-
selves. ‘

I am inclined to think, furthermore, that it is important that archivists them-
selves take the initiative in the formation of an international body representative
-of their interests, so that that body will be an independent organization free to deve-
lop its own program and to work for the implementation of that program through
‘UNESCO or through any other appropriate governmental or nongovernmental
channels, as it may deem advisable. We will want to cooperate with other organi-
zations without there heing any danger of being dominated by them.

The Society of American Archivists, of which 1 have the honour to Le the
President, is much interested in this subject, and at its last annual meeting in
Washington, in October 1946, it adopted the following pertinent resolution :

Whereas, it is desirable that archivists of all countries as quickly as possible
reestablish their professional contacts, cooperate in the solution of urgent postwar
problems of their profession, exchange experiences, ideas, methods and techniques,
and work together more closely for the effective preservation, administration, and
utilization of the archival heritage of mankind ; and

Whereas, A representative international council is needed to provide a forum
where these subjects can be presented and discussed, to provide the machinery
through which approved programs and activities can be promoted and implemmted,
-and to provide an organization that can cooperate officially with other organizations,
national and international ; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Society of American Archivists urges the creation of such
an international archives council, and that it authorizes its President to take such
steps on behalf of the Society, and in cooperation with other interested agencios and
organizations, as may appear to him to be necessary or desirable to bring about the
-establishment of such an organization.

At the National Archives in Washington we have also given these questions
much thought, and I take the liberty of enclosing with this letter copies qf two
-documents that indicate the direction of our thinking and provide somethl_ng of
a framework for the consideration of these proposals. 1 hope you can find time to
read them. They are entitled :

1. The Archivist’s “‘One World”’.

2. A proposed Archives Program for the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization.

The “Recommendations” made at the close of the latter document should be,
ignored. These were obviously premature.

There is attached as Annex I of this letter a suggested draft stateme~ 4 of the
“‘general purposes’ of an international archives organization. This I hn;pe you will
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freely criticise and revise as you may deem desirable. It is my belief that some
such gencral statement should be agheed upon early, if possible, in order that afj
might know what purposes we eXpect such an organization to serve.  This statement,
should be quite distinct frolp. gny statement of program, which is something that
may vary from time to time and something that the organization itself sheu!d he
left free to develop later,

Annex I presents a =uggested basisfor menbership in the orgenizalicn and
representation at the meetings and is intended merely to resent this in:portant
problem somewha concretely and to draw forth spy'ciﬁc obrervations.,

: . N Thope you
will comment on it frecly.

»

Annex IIT presents the other questions that Ihope you will be geod cnough to
answer. [ have not provided any blank forms because I want you to feel free to
answer the questions at any length. Tt will be bhelpful if you will number vour
answers to correspond with the question number. If that ix done, the quesfions
themselves need not be repeated.

The answers to these questions will be helpful in indicating (1) the interest
that exists and the cooperation and support that may be expected, (2) the nature of
the organization that archivists want to sec establishcd, and (3) the next steps to
be taken, T am sure that if we are to look for any outs’de financial assistance, it
will be forthcoming only because leading archivists the world over express strong
interest and convictions about these matters.

I hope you will find it pessible to give this letter prompt  attention and that
your reply will reach me soon.  This letter is sent by air mail, and it will be appre-
ciated if your reply can be transmitted in the same manner,

Sincerely vours,
(Sd.) SOLON J. BUCK,

Archivist of the United States.
Euclosures,

ANNExX nNo. [
Suggested Statement of “General Purposes™

1. To establish, maintain, and strengthen relations among archivists of all lands,

and among all archives establishments, administrations, and associations, public or
ptivate, wheresoever located.

2. To advance all phases of the professional administraticn snd utilization of
archives by providing a forum for the exchange of views, experiences, methods,
and techniques.

3. To organize, promote, and coordinate desirable international activitics,
programs, and projects in the field of archives administration.

4. To cooperate with other organizations in programs that will advance the
documentation of human experience and the use of that documentation far the
benefit of mankind.

ANNEX No. II

Suggested basts of members and representation

1. Individuals who are professional archivists of accepted standing ma
become members upcn payment of the established annual dues, which will entitle
them to attend and participate in all meetings, to receive all publications, and to
hold offico, but they will have no vote at an international meeting except as
delegates officially accredited to that meeting. Individuals distinguished for
eminent gervice in the professio) may also be elected at international meetings to
honorary membership, in which case they would be exempt fram payment of dues.
A maximum number who might be elected at any one meeting should be establised
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2. Avchival ageneies, lastitutio s, establishments, and adwinis’ ations
whathe gave nmental, coclesiastical, semi-)ublie, o~ private, may be admitted as
ingtitutional membe s upon pay.nent of Uhs establivhed annual dues (to be some-
whas hi jiwe than fo- iadividuals) and wiil be entitled ta receive all publication
a1l to sendd one delegate each, offivially ace edited, Towsach intevnational meeting:

3. Associations and o ganizaticns of archivists established on a national or
international (egional) basis may beecme associational membe s upon payment of
the established annual dues, and will be entitled to receive all hublications ta send
two delesates officially accredited, to each international meeting

(The establishment of standards for membership in the several classes, and the
passing upon applicants would, of course, be vested by the Constitution in the proper
‘bodies or officials of the organization.)

ANNEXURE 111

Ld

GENERAL QUESTIONS

1. Do you believe an international archives organization should be established ?
: -1 : : . . .

2. Are you in favor of immediate steps being taken to establish such an organi-
zation ?

3. What should be the basis of membership and representation ¢ Should it be
an organization of individuals ? of institutions (archives establishments, agencies,
and administrations) ¢ or associations of archivists ? or some combination ¢ (See
Annexure II for one suggestion).

4. Should it be associated in any formal way with national governments ? with
-existing international organizations ?

5. What should be the nature of its governing body *

6. Should it try to have a permanent headquarters and a permanent secretariat ?

7. What would be an appropriate name for the organization ? (* International
Archives Council ” has been suggested.)

8. Have you any suggestions for programs and activities in addition to those
mentioned under “ Present Day Needs ” (Section TII) in the document entitled ¢ A
Proposed Archives Program for the United Nations Kducational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization " ?

9. Provided suitable arrangements can he made, would you favor the holding
of an International Archives Congress, a major purpose of which would be the adop-
tion of a constitution and the formal establishment of a permanent international
archives organization ?

10. Should such a Congress be held in the Eastern Hewmishphero or in the Wes-
tern Hemisphere ¢ What particular place or country would you suggest ?

11. Have you any suggestions for financing such a Congress ¢ Should the ex-
penses of delegates be paid by the Congress or by the institutions or associations they
represent ¢ Should individuals be invited to attend and participate at their own
eXpense ?

12. Would you approve the setting up of a Provisional International Committee
of Archivists to (1) draft a constitution for the international organization, and (2)
arrange for and plan a Congress ¢

13. How should such a Committee be constituted ? On what basis ¢ How
many members ? By whom chosen ?

14. Please name 5 archivists outside your own country whom you would con-
sider suitable members of such a Provisional Committee.

15. Have you any additional suggestions or observations at present ?
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1.—Tae PrROBLEM
. A large part of the documentation of human experience and human relations s
to be found only in the unpublished archives of the organizations, governmental and
other, that man hassereated for organized living. .

A special reason for international concern for thebe bodies of records arises from
the fact that, unlike published materials, they do not exist in duplicate. It follows
that no one country can possess more than a part of the total archival heritage of
mankind—usually the relatively small part that it has itself created. For access
to the other parts it must depend upon the co-operation of other coéuntries and the
archivists of those countries. Such co-operation is vital to internationalism, Scholar-
ship that feeds upon the archival resources of a single country cannot be otherwise
than one-sided and nationalistic. The only antidotes are greater freedom of access
to the originals in whatever country they may happen to be and an increase in the
making and exchange of photographic facsimiles.

All of this, however, presupposes the preservation and éfficient administration
of the parts that compose the whole. The loss of an important body of records in any
oountry is a loss to all countries—and it matters little in retrospect whether that
loss be caused by an atomic bomb, unintelligent handling, or mere neglect.  Archives
because they are not ordinarily duplicated, are especially vulnerable, Their de-
fense in these difficult times will hardly be possible without the full and frank sharing
of ideas, methods, equipment, and techniques among the archivists of all lands,
Channels to facilitate that exchange were being created before the last war, but,
despite a greater need, are not now functioning. A review of these pre-war effarts
at co-operation will help in understanding the possible responsibility and role of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization in this field.

[1.—-BackgrOUND CONSIDERATIONS

The first and only international Congress of Archivists and Librarians was held
in Brussels in 1910, Dr. Waldo G. Leland, who attended, has stated that this
Congress ‘° permanently influenced archival conceptions and practices in the United
States . It had a comparable influence in many other countries, and its papers
and discussions, printed in a volume of over 800 pages, aie still recommended
reading for studenss of archival administration. A permanent committee was set
up to plan further international congress of this type every five years, but the first
World War prevented a second meeting on schedule. Subsequently the librarians
withdrew from the committoe, which then continued in existence only to represent
the archivists. Plans were several times made for an international congress of ar-
chivists, the last time for one to be held in Ttaly in 1935, but it was not possible to
bring any of these to fruition.

Attention was also given to archives in the quinquennial Congresses of Historical
Sciences (Rome, 1903 ; Berlin, 1908 ; London, 1913 ; Brussels, 1923 ; Oslo, 1928 :
Warsaw, 1933 ; and Zurich, 1938). Usually one of the dozen or more sections was
assigned to Archives or ta Archives and the auxiliary sciences. It must be admitted
that it was only as one of the auxiliary sciences of history that archives were con-
sidered in most of these meetings. The Brussels Conference of 1923 established the
permanent International Committee of Historical Sciences, which in turn, in 1929,
created a Commission on Archives, which met annually for 2 number of years there.
after. The proceedings of this Commission and the results of its inquiries are to be
found in the Bulletins of the International Committee of Historical Sciences. This
Commission collected much useful information on archival holdings and regulations
governing access to them in various countries, but its interests have always been thoge
of the user and not those of the administrator of archives.



‘ 32
A third effort at international co.
the Technical Committee of Archivist,
of Intellectual Co-operation, the oper

operatioq among archivists was represented by
s set up in 1931 by the International Institute

. . ating agency ®f the League of Nations’ Interna-
tional Committee of Intellectual Co-operation. " Chiy was t({; bo a sort of advisory
5

board of a Fc;uval experts from different countries, which was to meot annually to draw
up resolut}ons and plans for presentation to the Tuternational Institute of Intellectual
Co-operation., .I‘os membership was limited to 9, and a tie-in with the older organiza-
tions was provided by the stipulation that one member was to be a member of the
Commission on Archives of the International Committee of Hamstorical Seiences and
one a member of the ol  permanent committee » that has continued after the

Brussels Conference of 1910. This Technical Committee of Archivists was interest

ed in all phases of archival activity and administration, It studied such questions
as the international exchange of Photographic facsimiles, the standardization of
archival terminology, the durability of modern types of records, and the archivists’
concern with motion picture film. 1t prepared and published the Guide International
des Archives (1934), which covered archival institutions in Kuropo. A proposed
second volume to cover those of the rest of the world was never published. It was
a very active committee for all too short a poriod. The fate of this committes is
bound up with that of the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation and

probably lies now in:, the hands of the Unjted Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization.

Ar_\other international organisation that hasx given much attention to archives
as an important phase of the larger subject of documentation is the International
Federation for Documentation, an organization that goes back in its origins to the
founding in 1895 of the old International Institute of Bibliography. The change in
name in 1930 to International Federation for Documentation is indicative of its
widening interests. This organization will hold its first post-war meeting in Paris,
Nogyember 4—9, and its activities and interests will presumably, in some way, have to
be'tied into those of the United Naiions Eduentionnl, Scientifie, and Cultural Organi-
zation unless it is to continue in competition in many fields of common int'crcsb;

All of these organizations are an expression of the rising desires and needs of
archivists before the last war for closer international collabo-ation. The war it-
self has given rise to additional needs for common effort. , Some of them critical in-
deed and the movement for closer cultural co-operation in the interests of perma-
nent peace brings forth still other considerations that are pertinent to that goal.

ITI. PrEsEnT DAY NEEDS L

Archivists of all countries need to unite in consideration of the following major
present day problems of the professions.

L. The Preservation of the Archives of International Government.~—Included in this
category are the archives of the United Nations and affiliated organizations, of the
international organizations that the United Nations has displaced or absorbed ip
whole or in part, of temporary international war and reconstruction agencies, and of
international congresses, conferences, and commissions. Relations between national
archival administrations are no longer to be considered alone,but must be related to
and integrated with the international sturucture in the interests of preserving the
whole record. Understandings must be reached as to areas to possible overlapping
and likewise as to areas for which no archival administrhtion exists to assume res-
ponsibility. .

2. Rehabilitation of War-Damaged Archives.—This includes the reorganization
of archival administrations, the rehabilitation of damaged buildings or the construc.
tion of new ones, and the restoration and rehabilitation of archival holdings. Much
of this work must be done by national and local governments, but, in so far ag inter-
national co-operation and action toward this end is desirable and practicable, it shoyld
be organized preferably through channels that the United Nations Educational,

‘Beientific, and Cultural Organization’ean provide. There must

_in time to be of value in this vreconstruction, principles of sounder building o

8

- »

p . . s at the v
assistance in the exchange of information, technical arid othery e very least be
this reconstraction to be modesn in character.
e
3. The Defense of Archives, Against the Destructive A gents of Modern Warf,
Studies should be made of losses of buildings and archives in the last war to ;orf:rg{m

" oL s onstruc.
tion, principles of emergency evacuation and gther principles of protection againat

the hazards of war, including plans for making and peeserving insurance copies of
important archivad holdings. There show}d be study also of the organized offorts of
the armies of belligerent nations in the last war to protect the archives of oceupied
and enemy countries with a view to making more offective plans for such programs
in cage of futare wars. 2

4. Arehives inthe International Pesce Setilements.—Knotty grehival problems
arise in connection with changes of soversignty, some of which are capable of causing
serions international frietion.  These problems will be complmated_\ by (1) changes in
location and custody that have taken place, and (2) destmctxoq of sxgmﬁca}n't materia)
during the war. It usually requires the patient en-operation of archivists over a
periad of years to work out detailed solutions to problems that are rarely covered com-

pletely by clauses in peace treaties and perhaps cannot be covered therein in any
adequate fashion.

5. Problems of Dealing with Modern Records in Bulk.—Avchivists in all countries

" are now facing these prablems, and the exchange of ideas, policies, technigues, and

administrative experience in this field is vitally necessary if modern and recent re-
cords are to be properly handled.

. Hondling Modern Types of Rerords~—This is another area in Whicﬁ exghange
of vigwff&a exgerience is aseyriously negded. i Where do photograpps, mqt}op pxctm':es
and soung recordings fit into the archival picture, and what special fam}lztzes, oguip-
ent, and techniques are necessary for handling and’ preserving them ¢ Archivists
have not yet mastered the problems of preserving typescript and carbons nor the
records produced by other modern methods of mechanical reproduction.

. tographic Reproduction of Records.—This 1s one of the most important and
most?rai iﬁﬂhﬁnging fzi)elds of interest to archivists the world over. Its importax?ee
as & means of insurance has been mentioned. 1t is important alsa in conunection with
the problem of reducing bulk and of making records more widely available for use,

this field partigularly archivists must keep up with advances and developmen_ts
" ognate flelds of doeumentation and work closely with leaders in those fields in

veloping and adapting new technigues.

. 8. Promotion of a Definite Program of International Ea*ckangg of Pkotoqmpkéc
Facsimiles—Such a program should cover gradually but systematically all impor-
tang records and series of records in  the interests (1) of » broader scholarship and (2}
the preservation of the contents of sueh records should the originals ever be des.

troyed.

Q. Promotion of Uniform Archinnl "[’erm{nology.ffl‘he need for agreement in the
use of archival terms has been noticeable in al_l mte‘ma.ttona{ contferences of archivists
and in all efforts to translate important arch_wal literature. ];t shonld begxp perhaps
in an attempt to secure & dictionary of qrchwai equivalents in the more unpor.tant
fanguages of the world, which would bé a very useful working tool,

. Promotion of More General Agreement as to the Most Effective Finding Aids
ok &i ga W;l}:rm Archio ej; .~—This means study and tentative agreement at loast a8 to the
place of general guides, inventories, catalogs, calendars, indexes, and the fike, in
archival ecanomy and the relative priority they should have in the program of an in-

dividus} institution.

ise, that will permit,
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t1. Co-operation in the Training of Archivists.—~The provision of better facilities
for the training of archivists and archival technicians should be studicd and
encouraged. This should include the institution of channels for the internationl
excang > of leaders and teachers and also for the interfiational exchange of students.

12. Co-operation in the preparation of the International Guide and Similar Under-
takings International in Scope.—An up-to-date wuide covering not only  FEuaropean
Archivalinstitutions but those of the entire world is ane of the most necesary post-war
undertakings of the profession, and can only be performed under the aus]\)iccs of an
international agency that can take the place of the old International Institute of In-
tellectual Co-operation. A consolidated list of important avchival losses of the war
has also been suggeste. K

Many other arcas of co-operation on the international level between archivists
might be suggested and perhaps will be suggested.  The important consideration at
this time is the provision of a forum where these subjects can be prosented and dis-
cussed and of a permanent office to serve as a contre for the exchange of information
and for the implementation of plans that have heen approved and adopted, It is
helieved that in the future these must he provided by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and that there should he conseions recognition
of this fact in the organization of that, agency

IV, RecoMMENDATIONS.

A, That th()’Uuitet{ Nations Educationla, Scientific anl ('nltural Oreanization
at its November Paris mecting take the necessary formal steps to call and hold at the
carliest possible time, preferably in 1947, an Intornal Congress of Archivists, at which

leading archivists of the world can again renew their professional contacts, consider |

the cmergence problems of their profession, and prepare specific recommenclations
to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for a per-
manent international program relating to archives.

B. That the United Nations Bducational, Scientifie, an 1 Cultural Oruanization
at its November Pdtis neeting set up a provisional International Committoe of Ar-
chivists.to plan the agenda for the International Congress and to guide the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization activitics with respect to
archives in the interim, this International Committes to be reconstituted at the Inter-
national Congress and made a permanent liaison agency hetween archivists and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

C. That the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
provided ot its Paris nceting for a small hut perawwnent wnit in s regular  organi-
zatio . to have responsibility for archives the head of which shall bo the permanent
Excceutive Recretary of the Intornational Committee of Archivists. This unit should
be part of a larger amit or section to have responsibility for all aspects of docwumen-
tation, including libraries, bibliography, publications, museums, and counate fields
of activity.

(Sd.) SOLON J. BUCK,
Archivist of the United States.

b

No: Fs 15-3/47-C.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, .
IMPERIAL KECORD DEPARTMENT,

. L
Y New Delliy the' 28th May 194;.

Dear Dr. Buek,

Kindly excuse me for not answering your very imphrtant enquiry earlier.
was away on leave gnd on resuming duties had to progeed immediately to Simla on
official business. While there I had an opportunity @ discussing this subject with
Sir John Sargent, Secretary to the Govgrmnon‘c of India in the"I?epartment of Edu-
cation, who represented India on the UNESCO and attnended its last gmeeting at
Paris.  Sir John assured me that your proposal will have the official support of India
if the new organization is affiliated to the UNESCO. R

Annesures | and 2 of your letter m'ight‘ luw(" cat.xscd some  mis-apprehension on
this point as an international orgam'za.txon is ordinarily open to persons, ustitutiong
and associations of all nations, But 1va‘ h;ave understood I)l‘(.)])(u'l.y your very int.
cresting paper, The ARCHIVISTS? ONE WORLD, Znombel_'shlp will for the present
be limited to Countries now ;wsovmt@ v“;lt'h‘ the UNO. Ipdm having unequivocally
identified herself with the UNO and UNESCO cannot logicadly co-operate with such
other nations as are still outside those two organisations.  Of course both the UNQ
and the UNESCO are expected in course of time to throw 'theu' wdo.ors open to non-
iting or excluded countries like Germany and Spg,m. ‘L‘utlll that day how-
ever, I helieve the membership of the 11’1tom'1atloxyxal Archives Council should neces.
sarily be limited to the member countries of the UNESCO. (1) 139t}1 asa professional
archivist and an Indian I endorse your proposal regarding an international
archives organisation most heartily. Indian students bave to go to other lands in
search of source materials for the history of their own country gnd only a small pro-
portion of records relating to the 18th and 19th century India are available here,
But the great bulk of them is to be found in England, France, Portugal, Holland,
Denmark and Italy (The Vatican Library) and India is likely to profit most from the
proposed organisation. (2) The sooner thel‘"efo?e steps are taken to establish such an
organisation the better for this country. ( 3) The membership of such an organisation
should not be limited to institutions alone bufo should be extended to individual
archivists ax well. -T am in complete accord with thg suggestlop lpald(a in Annexure
11. Individual Archivists, Archives Offices and regional associations ghould all be
permitted to associate themselves with ’ohxg organisation. (4) It should be affiliated
with the UNESCO and this will automatically ensure t‘he support of the national
governments though they may have no formal association with the Council. The
value of the moral and the financial backing of the natxonal. governments cannot be
discounted though their political domination may be undersxrable.‘ In Asiatic coun-
tries however non-government Archives Ofﬁces. are foy all practical purposes non-
existent and the participation of these Archival institutions Jcannot be effective with-
out official approval.  (5) The utility of the organisation witl'dépenfl largely on the
efficiency of the governing body which need not be very large. Its membership need
not exceed 20, 15 of whom should be elected and the_ remaining five co-opted by the
members elected. Although the participating coqm,nes shou.ld' not claim representa.
tion on a territorial or national basis and disbiqguxfsh'ed m"chxvxsts ShOl.lld be returned
to the Governing Body in their personal capacity it is desirable that different regions
should not as far as consistent with the above principle go unrepresented. (6) The
Council if it is to function properly must have a permanent headquarter and a perma.-
nent Secretariat. For obvious reasons, it is desirable thalt lts.ht.aadquarter.s g)hould be
located near that of the UNO. -(72 The - : me sugges'ed ia In my opinio . quite
apropriate and (8) I have no suggestion at present to offer about its programmes and
activities in addition to those already made in the papers circulated.  (9) It is desir.
able to hold an International Archives Congress as it would offer the much needed
forum for an exchange of opinion and formulation of schees ; and (10) The venue

participe
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of the first Congress should bein U. 8, A, preferably Washington, from where the pro-
posal has emanated. (11)-The Congress will meet in different yeoars in  different
countries and the general expenses should ba ma, by ths hosts but the expenses of
delegates should be naid by ths Tastitutions or associations they reprosent. If any
individual archivist be speially invitod 9 participave in ths delibsrations of the Con-
gress o2 account of Lh speial disbinetion that he or she may enjoy, it is but in
the fitness of things that his or her expenses should b pud by “hs hosts, (12) A
provisional International Committee of Archivists, if appointod, will cortainly ex-
pedite the preliminary work*and the work of the Congress will be considerably sim oli-
fied if it has a draft constitusion before it, (13) Such a Committre must ba of an
ad hoc character and may be nominated by th? Sosiety of Am>rican Archivists in
consultation with similar societies in England, France anl Russia, Th> mamber.
ship of the frovisional Committee need not excond 12, Th> intiative in this m itbor
may be taken by the Prosident of the Amorican Society. (14) (i) Dr. Solon
J. Buck. (4) Wr. Hilary Jenkinson, (v} M. Charles Samaran, (iv) Dr. Erast
Posner. (v) M. Maksakoff of Central State Archives, USSR, (15) No.

Yours Sincerely,

(Sd) 8. N. SEN.

To
Dr. Solon J. Buek,
Archivist of the U, 8. A,
The National Archives, W ashington, D. C.
TE O L ¢
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