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AGENDA.

- Ninth Meeting, keSea.;;ch and Publication Commmittee, Indore, 1948

1. Review of action taken on the resolutions of the Research and publi-

cation Committes passed at the Seventh meeting held at Peshawar,

1045 and some previous meetings. o
(Please see comspectus pages.. 27. /% ... )

8 Review of action taken on the resolutions of the Research and,
* Publication Committee pass'ed at the eighth meeting held at New

Delbi, 1948,

v“?/ . S,' )3 N lfb o ’ (Please see conspectus pages. SLAEIS Yy
3. Review of work done in copnection with the Five-year Publication
N AL 99 ) Programme. '
oo : Scheme I—(General Letters to and from Court) —Progress in the

editing of the General Letters has been maintained. The Editors of
Volumes 1I and V have completed their part of the work. The major
portion of the work in connection with Volumes 1II, IV and
VI has been received. The work on the first volume has unfortunately
suffered on account of some unavoidable circumstances as reported by
the Kditor. The General Editor hopes, however that it will ‘be possi-
ble to send gome of the volumes to the press early next year.

The Editors of the next four volumes have been requested to com-
/R"‘te their work as early as possible. The third year’s programme
"™ Yeen seriously dislocated on account of the inability of some of
. dditors to undertake the responsibility for unforeseen reasons.
Winle a new Editor has been found for one Yolume so returned, tws
more volumes have yet to be assigned. Materials for four wolumes
(XV, XVL XVIHI and XVIII) have been handed over to the Editors
gelected last year. Transcription of the documents for the fifth year’s
programme is continuning satisfactorily. It is expected that there will
be material for at least 3 volumes

(i) Selection of Editers—The following gentlemen may be appoint-
ed to edit the mext three volumes under the fifth year's programme =

(1) Brigadier H. Bullock, 0.B.E., Simla.
(2). Principal Sita Ram Kohli, M.A. FR . Hist.8,, Jind State.
(8) Dr. Yusuf Hussain Khan, B.A, Homs, D. Litt, Yiyderabad

Degean.: '

The foNewing gentlemen may be appointed to edit the volunres
_ returned by the two editors.—— ‘ .

e , , (1) Dr. 8. N. Das Gupts, M:A., D Litt:, Lucknow.
« . L . ‘ (2Y: Dr. Indu Bhosan Banerjee; M.&., Pk.D. Cdlcufta. .

Scheme TI.~The editing 9f Brawne Correspondence is anfortunate--
ly- still . bold-up as the India Office is not-yet in a- position to supply
the pages missing from the Imperial Record Department copy of the
manuseript. The second item of the scheme (Thevenot and Careri’s’
LISSIRD" - o
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Indian Travels) is read
made for its printing,

y for the press and arrangements are being
Aunotation of Sir Johy Shore’

s minutes is making steady progress.

" Scheme 111 (a).~Tianceription of one ser’e
has been completed and the work of editing
Koiah Darbar. Transcription of the remain
publication of which has been undertaken by the Allahabad Univer-
sity, is in progress. Dr. B. A. Saletore has agreed to edit the
Nannada letters and the work is expected to be taken up soon. Mahi-
mohopadhaya Professor I'otdar of Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka
Mandala is editing the Marathi letiers and an agreement between that
Institution and the Government of India has been duly executed. The
editing of the Sanskrit Letters has bee
has been sent to the Press,

s of Ilindi Documen's
has been taken up by the
ing Hindi documents, the

Neheme IIT (b).~-Assignment of one of the items under this scheme

{Orme Mess) to the Aunamalai University was reported last year,

Since then another item (Punjab Alkhbars, 1839-41) has been taken-

up by the Sikh History Society, Amritsar. The typeseripts have been
Landed over and the necessary agreement has been executed., TFor
3 other items | Cornwallis Correspondence on Sindhia’s Affairs (1780
93), Elephimstone Correspondence —Nagpur Period, News Letters (1829-
+2)), negotiations are proceedings with the Gwalior Darbar, ~ the
Nagpur University and the Punjab University respectively. The re-
levant manuserinfs Lave been examined by their accredited represe:-
tatives and the General Editor expects that the negotiaticns will be
concluded suecessfully in each cace. For the remaininz item (Ochier-
lony Papers) Dr. Bisheshwar P I
list of documents to be included in the volume

! prior to its being taken
up by wome uitable Lrganisation,

4. Indian Archives Journal,

The Indian {listorieal Records Commission recommended in 1942
(resolution X1) that a journal, dealing mainly with the sciences of
preservation and administration of archives, be published from the

Tmperial Record Department, and the Secretary of the Commission

should eirculate a note about the aims and objects and general features
of the proposed journal for eliciting the opinion of the members of

ihe -Commission. In aceordance with the above recommendation 8
/n.ote about the aims and objects of the proposed journal was ecirculated

pruong thewmembers of the Commission. The main purpose of the

prevailing %a )
results of “sdjeNd
nofice of the M
students ab uéi
their actnal/eXyfe
might also } )
reéeeived & g
osed _J 4

fic rescarches on Archives-keeping in India to the
erested public. Valuable suggestions by research
dexing, cataloguing and calendaring in the light of
iences in provineial and Imperial Record rooms
¢ through the columns of the Journal. The proposal
whelming support aud it was believed that the pro-

'ed to accofd necessary sanction for the publieation of*

n completed and the volume -

rasad is now curaged in drawing up a .

Q. be to popularise the up-to-date methods of preservation
iestern countries and in the U.S.A. and to Mfing the -

gy fvonld meet a long felt need. The Government of India -
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the journal as well as for the funds to meet the ﬁlecess;:}-y‘ L;g;l;:;l
White the Government of India agreed 1n 1)1‘111?1}_) ethto ‘;;; ‘1"'“ osed
issite of the journal, the actual publication dt_mngA anrd > éditm-s"
‘in abevanee owing to the existing paper situation.

i itois anagi itor aud one editor-
consisting of 4 advisory editols, one managing ed.tor an ‘

iu-&hief was appoinied by the -Government of India.

With t.lieimprovement of paper situation the Gove;'nmeiut of Illld;a()).

i i ] icati f the journal and agiced ¢

: 1 June 1946 the publieation o
-sa:ill:zl-oz?\?;iielxlll)le to the Imperial Record Depar;mgnt the (I'eqult,hsxttz
:ﬁiuhtity of paper necessary for printing. It. has been decided tha

' the - journal will be published quarterly and will have 80 pages and

m & I 9 . kY

i i i i instance. The first issue of the

97() copies will be printed in the h}'st insta e first issue :
Sfli:fi'rtn:'l“:v'ihhh has beepe entitled < The Indian Archives '’ is scheduled

" to be out in November 1946. |
| 5. Resolution on throwing open of Central Government records by

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad,

I:tesolvcd. that all government records im Ipdia1 (}{ a dat}( prior to
3961 be thrown open to bonafide research students.

e Raplanalory note —The (fovernment of India had very kindly ex-

‘tentled the date to 1880 for the consultation of the records by bonafide

~“regehireh stu ‘ : is-date does not adequately meet the
s¢efreh students but even this date _
: ‘::eeds f research in the History of India. Any one who takes up the

study of the problems relating to the evolution gf tht_& adminils;)tratiw:
insti"cu'tion or desires to pursue the study of ecoxxomlcthdex:ga 1p]11;3i%]‘(1|
finds hinseif handicapped by the lack of records beyond the 3 3(),

it i - records by extending the
© #pherefore it is now necessary to open more records b} o

date limit. Generally in other countries tl}ere i:s limitati(pl offhg}lf‘
oéntm'v ‘from the current date for the openmgioot the amhig%bco “:e;;.
‘Govers It i iev ' iod of 5O years woul e suffi-
‘Qovernment. It is believed that _a-peuod 0 ‘
éGiZI\l(t‘ to eliminate referenges to living persons and to current affaivs,

_“The.same rule may be adopted by the Government of India also. When

‘ i the oId records there
\ current records have been separated from :
'Ii}rl(()ultlube no difficulty in allowing bonafide research seholars to consult

i is essentially neeessary
he records up to the year 1901. This change is essential ¢ ¥
‘v.,:-lhocwlew;ﬁ;i thz needs of historical scholarships are growing in their

exteht, o o "
‘Sevrei‘ary’s note~-1t may be interesting to gonsuler in th‘s_conn‘:}ec 10&1
the ‘pl';a’ét‘iéé obtalning in some of the progressive records offices abroad.

.qn the Public Record Office (London) permission may be obtained by

: ier th 137 As vegard
airte to consult all records of a date earlier than 1843
s{?f;‘i’;‘g ;c)(} the various Government Departments (belonking to a later

" date), they are-open fo'inspection down to tle years specified by the

’ AR} ission is granted by
. " of such departments. But in general, permission Is te _
f:l;,ad;e:;ésg(f’ dep;)rtments to consult documents pf a date.earl_’ier thggt
' 18%5 "There are also records of Government Departments in th'e Pgbhb
: -e’o.'o.rd' Q}?Yce;which are not open to public inspectiorm.
P s\;’f-ij:," :

I

Sy s that Jess 1 ars o
&wh?fab‘ préwar France the rule was that records less than 50 years o'd

¥

. . s Bl o
wery not as a genersl rule open to inspeetion, and it i+ believed ,ﬂvg sany

7/el
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rule still olds good. At the Natidnal Arehives, Paris, recoids Jos, tha
90 years old can be cousulted with the permivsion oi’,ihe Minj tes wlg
has deposited them. The archives of the Ministry of Fornp;: sza')
can be consulted with the permission of the Minister concerned a: ‘;
m mo ease a decument of a date later than 1871 is open to inspectio!
The year limit fixed for the arehives of the Ministry of War is 18‘2&;
and that for the administrative pecords of the Wnr‘Mini‘stry s 1794
Mariue records are open to inspection ®p to 1789. K -
The year limit in pre-war Prussia and Awustria was : -
Denmark 1880 with this exception that Reyal permissiolngsiz ’n?é::s:m
for consulting the records of the Royal! House later than 1808 i?;
Italy unless the rules have been substantially ehanged since 1940 c.locu-
ments relating to foreign politics and the general administmt’ion of
the state of periods subsequent to 1867 are not open {o inspection
Yapers relating to criminal suits cannot be consulted wuntil they are
:Z() years old and the papers of administrative officey until they are
30 years old. The rules regulating aceess to the National Arehivee/
Washington do not provide for auy ehronological limit. But this u;
only theoretical as the National Archives receive for cwstody only re-
cords whieh are more than 50 years old. Moreover under the Nationah

Archives Act ** any head of an executive department may for limited -

periods not exceeding in duration his tenure of that office, exempt for
eXamination, and consultation such confidential magter trans-
ferred from his department.... as he may deem wige.”’

6. Resolution on certain legislation by Dr, Bisheshwar Prasad.

Respived tha@ the Government of India be new pleased to under-
take suitable legistation for preventing unwarranted destruction aud
export of historical documents and manuscripts from India, as recom-
mended in the post-war recoustruction scheme approved by'the Indian
Historical Reeords Commission at its Udaipur Session in 1944,

Leplanatory nofe —At the Udai i i istori

» ‘ y hote ) pur sesston of the Indian Historieul
Records Commission a post-war reconstruction scheme wag adopt:d
and it was the gencral feeling then that wunwarranted destruction of
}nstomca{ doe}xm?nts should be prevented. It is alse felt that if the
t?mrht oiﬁf-;ue;:.l coenmoint 15 not prevéated valuable papers might leave
thie shores of India i:or othex: countries. Ior this purpose legislation
by the Government is essentially necessary for no amount of propa-
ga.ndillh or fprxvatg efforts can check th}i‘s evil. The Commission must
now therefore reiterate its demand of the governmen

B et t to make law for

Secretary’s Mote —Efforts in thiy direetio ‘
Coxpmissi011 in the past. In 1930 the Commissrgonbﬂi::;nmen::lﬁ lglet:::
Tution 8, pp. 18'0, I.'H.R.C.’ Proceedings volume XIII) that legislatim
similar to that in existence in England for the preservati destructionl
ete. of public doeuments should be introduced in India.’ During the
Trivandrum Session in 1942 an identical proposal was moved by Dgewau
Bahadur (then Rao Bahadur) C. 8. Srinivasachari in a more coneret
form. - He suggested that Section 5 of Aet No. I of 1879 G e
ment of India Act should be suitably amended to provide fo;)ve;‘{_:;
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control of unwarranted destruetion of historical documents and the
Yommission made 8 deéfinite recommendation ou the subject (Resolu-
tion VIE pp. 27, Part i, I.H.R.C. Proceedings Volume XiX). But
in view of the situation then created by war the Govermment of India
did not eonsider it opportune to go in for an amendment to the exist-
ing legislation. It may be stated that all eivilised countries have laws
controlling destruction and export of records on their statute books.

7 Resolution on the reduction of prices of some of the publications of
the Imperial Record Department by Dr. N. K. Sinha.

This Commission recommends that the Index to the Press-List of
Public Department Proceedings (1748-1800) be madc. available for
sale at a low price aud volumes X-XVII of the Press-List of Public De-
partment Proceedings be also made available for sale.

Ea:planatory'wofe «—1In Appendix E of Volume XVI of the Proceed-
ings of the Indian Historieal Records Commission we find that the
price of the Index to the Press-List is still Re. 32-12-0 per copy and
volumes X-XVII of the PressList are not available for sale. This
Index volumes is almost indispensable for recearch wo’rk on the history

‘ot India in the eighteenth century. Mr. Scholfield’s Press-List is &
Calendar rather tham a press-list and the Index is most helpful as &
ruide to place mames and personal names occuring in the series. The
price of the Index volume should be such as to malke it possible for
every research student working on the history of India in the eighteenth
century to have a copy of his own. It may be argued that from ex-
perience it has been found that there is no demand for these publica-
tion{ DBut conditions should be made as congenial for research work
as fossible irrespective of demaud. The Imperial Record Department
having aceepted the principle that publications should be cheap as
also available an exception should not be made in this case.

Scerelary’s note :—In 1939 the Government of India decided to place
- on sale some old publications of the Imperial Record Department at
one-fourth of the original price. The Index to Press List referred to
in the Resolution above did not fall under this eategory as it was al-
.ready out of print then. In response to Resolution III of 17th meet-
ine (LHLR.C. Proceedings Volume XVII, Part T1II, pages 9—10)"a
“complete list of Imperial Records Department publications showing
{ke publieations available for sale 4t a reduced or normal rates or out
of stock, wag printed in the Proceedings of the Indian Historical Re-
- eords Commission Volume XVI and obviously a reference to the Index
to the Press List had to be included although it was no longer avail-
able for sale. Even if this volume is reprinted mow it eannot be placed
- on sale at any concessivhal price,

8. Regional Survey of historical records.

During the year under review the work under this head has- in-
" ereased enormously. Twenty-eight Committees set up in the Provinces
and . various Indian States have done substantial survey work in their
_respective regions and brought to light many interesting and valuable
“Bnds. " The Committees in the Provinees were however handieapped for
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want of funds. The position has since been improved and the members
will be glad to learn that in résponse (o Resolution VI of the Udaipur
-Session of the Researeh and Pnblieation Commiittee, the Government
of India sanctioned a sum of Rs. 6,500 for the year 1946-47 to meet the
tequirements of the ad-hc Committees in the Provinces. The Sec-
retary who was authorised to make payments disbursed the amount 1o
9 ad-ht: Committees. Te was also authorised to make payments (o

the Committees in future years and have accordingly invited estimates
from the ad-he: Committees. :

(Please see in this connection Conspectus pp..[0..... }

Publicity through Rudio.— Another imporiant faeility offered by the

~ Government of India to the Regional Survey Committees isgty permit
them to make propaganda for their work throuzh the Central
{nachi.nery of Radio and Press. Attention of the members is invited
in this connection to' Conspectus, page 112, part III, Indian Historieal
Records Commission proceedings Vol. XXIT. A set of instruction
drawn up by the Secretary wus issued to the Convenors of the Com-
mittees in the Provinees and States availing of the publicity facilities.
A copy is Iaid on the table. Members will be glad to know that first
imaneural fatk from the Centre was made by Sir Maurice Gwyer, Vice-
Chancellor, Dethi University. on the 24th August 1946 on behalf of the
Indian Ilistorical Records Commission. This was followed, as arrang-
cd/ by talks from Madras, Lahore Peshawar, and Bombay by Dewan
Bahadur C. 8. Srinivasachari, Professor, G. S. Tabassum, Mr. S, M.
Jaffar, Dr. Y. K. Deshpande, respectively. For purpose of uniformity
all these talks were included under one heading ‘‘ The Raw Materials
of Indian History.”” Tt is expected that talks from other units of the
All Tndia Radio will follow soon. The Conveners and the members of
the Provinees, it is hoped, will avail themselves of this opportunity and
approach the general mass through the medium of radio for their co-
operation. The Committees in the State should similarly utilise the

State machinery or should seek help from the neighbouring Committees
in British India.

Publicity through Press—As regards publicity through the press,
materials have been received from the Committees of Madras, Bihar,
Jodhpur and Cooch Behar, and these have been made over to the
Press Information Bureau, Government of India for wide publicity
through newspapers and journals. Tt has also been decided to send
to the Bureau the broadeast materials from the talkers after these:
have been delivered. Besides this the ‘ Archives Journal ’, the issue
~of which was recommended by the Indian Historical Records Commission
in dig Mysore Session, and which is expected to come out shortly, wilt
focus the activities of all the Survey Committees.

‘Annval Reporls—In addition the Indian Historical Reeords Com-
mission ineludes in its annual proceedings volume, the annual reports
of the Committees. The Nagpur and the Patna Universities’ offer {o
publish in their Journals notes of the Survey Committees still' stands.
It will thus appear that so far\the fundamental requirements 6f creating:

Wi
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public interest in the historical records are coneerned, .the.Govern‘n:(tmil:
of India have offered their help most liberally. But it is. re:gnej,oll
that the response from the Committees themselves in this I:esp't(:lt 1lal

not always been very encouraging though some qf them did \Iil lu%~)be
work. During the last two yeais only the Committees of '?heh Puni]d],
Bengal and Assam, Central Provinee and Bex;arz I\.alahanih and Puc utc-
kottai have submitted their annual reports.‘ This y)ear only tw? r]espor?
have been received so far from Bihar & Central Provinees &}\S; N er.ué
These are laid on the table. It is needless to add that muc Vas ye11
to be done to make the whole scheme a success and its pu;‘pox}eﬂv:n'

be defeated if the Committees do not bring to lllg_ht thet resu tb(l)‘ eir
survey work for the general information of the interested public.

nt Committees—Attention of the mem}mxg is invited to
the gi:gfzmr: \(; passed by the Research and Publication Commllttee qt
its 8th meeting held at Delhi jn March 1946 (Conspectus page}./3 . :-)i
Now that the war is over, the Committee felt th\at the ‘Pr'0v1.nlmf.1,“
Governments would establish pe'm'mn_ent Survey -Committecs in ffle}Lx
area and take the entire responsibilities, financal and otherwise of the
Committee. The reeommendati'on, it aceepted b)_f them‘wﬂ go a long
way in solving many difficulties that the Provincihl Comfnittees are
facing in executing their functions.

9. Rcsolutions by Dr. Y. K. Deshpande,

(a) It is resolved that the Provincial Governments should. be rei
quested to publish the list of members of' the prov.ync'lal ‘R-eglona
Survey Committees for public information in the Provineial (xaj/,ette. .

Ezplanatory mote—It 1s necessary for the sucges§ful working ‘?t
the Regional Survey Committees that the I?rovmcxal .quernlnell-,s
should give eo-operation and help to t}}e Commlttee through its revenue
and educational officers and also facilities for the publication in the
Provincial Gazette.

(b) Tt is resolved that in order to create interest amongst the
members of the Regional Survey Commlttee_s \-vho desire to attend the
session of Indian Historical Records Commission other than the logal
members of the Commission, shoqld be allowed to .attend the session
of the Record Commission as a visitor and the faclhmeg f9r accom}lloda-
tion and boarding, ete., should be given to them as it is done in the
case of the members of the Records Commission.

Explanatory note—The members of the Regional _Survey Committees
should get a chance, if they desire to attend the session of the. Recprds
Commission, as a visitor. By their attendancq they will bg in direct
touch with the working of the Regords Commission and will thus get
inspiration and initiative to work in the field of research.

retary’s note —(a) Please read the reply from the GoYemment
of In%eii on i:lhe subject in conspectus page..A.... on Resplutmn XIV
of the 5th meeting of the Research and Publication Committee held at
Udaipur. Tt is understood that Dr. Deshpande _approached the Govern-
ment of Central Provinces & Berar on the subject and they agreed to
do the needful. The Government of India did not apparently forward
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<
the Resolution XIV to the Provincial Governments for expression of

their independent opinion. A uniform policy ought to be adopted
for the whole country.

. (b) The members of the Survey Committees who are not members
of the Research and Publication Committee or the Indian - Historical
Records Commission eannot, as a rule, attend these weetings in the
absence of any provision in the Indian Historical Records Commission’s
Coustitution, and it is not contemplated to revise the constitution now.
They ecan attend the session as visitors but it may be pointed out for
infor'mation that 28 survey committees have so far been created in the
provinees and Indian States and some more may be brought into being
in the near future. The present total strength of members on all these
Committtees together exceeds 200. If one or two members want to
attend the meeting as visitors there may not he mueh difficulty but in
case all or most of them want to do so it will be extremely ditficult for
the hosts to find accommodation and food for them.

10. Report on Tanjore records.

Intimation was received in April 1946 that a considerable collec-
tion of valuable manuscripts records in Marathi. (Modi seript) Telegu
and Tamil in Tanjore was proposed to be destroyed by the authorities
concerned as no value. Suitable measure was taken to prevent any
unwarranted destruction. A report on the subject will be found in
the Appendix. fe- and the attention of the memhers is invited to it
for consideration, -

11. List of Papers laid.on the table.
(i) Ammual Reports of the (a) Bihar Regional Survey Committee,

(b) Central Provimce and Berar Regional Survey Committee, (¢) Delli

Regional Survey Committee.

(ii) Points for the guidance of the Regional Survey Committees
availing of the publicity faeilities offered by the Government of India.

£1591RD
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Research and Publication Gommittee-:.conspectus of Action Talken,
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Third meeting, Aligarh, 1943,

Lo

Resolution V.—This Commissien recommends that ad hot Regional
Survey Committees cousisting of all grades of members of the Commis-
sion residing in the area concerned be set up in the Provinces with
power to co-opt and that the Provineial Governments, Indian States and
Universities be requested to grant them such facilities in the shape of
leave, access to archives, official recognition, etc., as may facilitate the ob-
ject which these Committees have in view. Such Indian States as may
desire to ect on these lines may set up similar Committees.  The follow-
ing gentlemen may kindly act as conveners of the ad h¢c Committees in
the provinces mentioned against their names.

Madras—Rao Bahadur C. 8. Srinivasachari. '

Bombay & Sind.—Prof. D. V. Potdar.

Bengal & Assam-—De. R. C, Majumdar,

U.P.-~Dr. Tara Chand.

Bihar.—Dr. K. K. Datta.

C. P. & Berar—Dr. Y. K. Deshpande.

Orissa & Eastern States Agency.—Mr. (. S. Das.
N.W.F.P—Mr, S. M, Jaffar. o
Delhi—Dr. S. N. Sen. S TN

L I L

1. U.P—The following gentlemen have been appointed as
members of the Aligarh circle of the Regional Survey Committce for
the United Provinces—

The Collector of Aligarh District—President,
The District and Sessions Judge, Aligarh.

throf. A. B. A. Haleem, B.A. {Oxon.), Bar-at-Law—Vice-Presi-
dent. - :

Nawab Sadr Yar Jung Bahadur,
Dr. Habibur Rahman Khan Sherwani—Vice-President.
Prof. Muhammad Habib, B.A. (Oxon.), Bar-at-Law—Vice-
President,
Khan Bahadur Ubaidur Rahman Khan Sherwani, M.L.A., U.P,
Mr. Anwar Adil, M.A,, P.C.S,
Mr. Ahmaduddin, M.A., Vice-Principal, Etawa College. "
Shaikh Abdur Rashid, M.A.,, LL.B., Lecturer in History, Muslim
University, Aligarh, : o
Dr. 8. Moinul Haq, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, Muslim
University, Aligarh. .
Dr. M. Aziz Ahmad, M.A,, Ph.D,, Lecturer in History, Muslim
! University, Aligarh. S
_' Dr. Muhammed Salim, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, Muglis
- University, Aligarh, ' :
“ Lt A, Waheed Quraishy, M.A., Lecturer in History, Muslizi Usile
versity, Aligarh, ST T ey
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Pandit Ram Swar ol Do ,
versity. Up Shastri, Lecturer in Sanskrit, Muslim Uni-
Maulana Abdul Aziz. .
versity. ziz- Memon, Professor of Arabie, Muslim Uni-
Dr. Ghulam Sarwar, M.A _ LT .
University. » M.A,, Ph.D., Lecturer in Persian, Muslim

Dr. A. Halim, M.A.,, Ph.D—Secretary and Convener
2. The Jodhpur Governmen i ‘
2. ) t have establish egi
Ceonunittee in the State with the following frelr?tlz(}nei I:Sg;?sn arlnen‘?l?el;'vey
[ ° s—
Mdhamol?opadhaya Pt. Bisheshwar Nath Re
Archaeological Dept.—Convener, "
Thakur Aidansinghji of Pal—Member.

Pandit Laxminarain Purohit. Ex-S i
tiom N Kh‘as—Memg:rl,lt' Ex-Supernitendent, Political See-

Mr. Pashang Shah Kothawala D
P2 g h aroga, Dastri Office—Member
Munshi Prataplalji, B.A. Mir Munshi—Member, cber:

Superintengdent,

v

Fifth meeting, Udaipur, 1944,

Resolution IIJ.—This C i

. [.—TI ommittee reco nds

bl}O}lld supply to individual conveners witgugasld: g e
of mstruction when necessary. pret

Secretary
fied number of copies

500 ('f‘ol;)eief(;tée?ﬁzn@‘t égngz;idia }mve a_uthorised the Secretary to print
Regioml Surver Cononorad ”.nstluetwns for the guidance of the

Remarks—The instrueti
» ? — ction has been printe i i
the Regional Survey Committees in the lgrovin(}:e:na%l(fogziie:u pplied to

S l l I '—I h th onveners gho‘lld.
.Re. ) ut/loﬂ o 18 Commlttee recomm IldS
O :
commuliiea he r K u (4 1 d 3 tl er C xp 1145€
111 te 't 1 nlnimum ﬁnal‘l 141 needs [() "]eet 1el ()”i e e enses

to the Seecretary to enable Trms
India in the mattor. the chairman to move the Governme.t of

Please s¢e Conspectus pages 111-112

Please scc | 12, part 111, Indian Historical Re.
;ixr.l(}; ﬁ;\rf;ms:::?(;?onlggo;gedir}lgs Volume XpXI[. Th;dm?}olvle:::l‘::t;ﬂ R;E
hr . ( r the year 1943-47, a grant of Rs. 6,50
nine ‘ i Hi:
‘;I)I;:;S agerlggislsi’ic;gl()?gl Suryey Committees of the Indian Histo?i::[r Ilgqlae
o n set up ir the previnces (excepting the Punjab) 1
2 neon ) ef Secretary to make payments to the Committee; 5;‘11[(»
;, e txzen ~of India- are also pleased to authorise him to make ne te
o the. ommittees. in future years, after satisfying him H"v ot the. ado.
wiacy of the Pemand within the limits of the budu;t s, O the ade
§ubJect to tife fulfilment of the conditions. men'ti:mec{, rg:llgzgn made and

The Regional Survey Commit
aecounts of. {he- expenditire met- o&ieifsgggég ;&ﬁﬁgf keep regular
amounts not spent by them during any financial year sh all(;y amount or
ered to the Government of India.in the usual way ’(1)‘1111 be surrend.
tire grants to these Committees will be subject to the or ; payment of
(ot o stafory st for ey SE VAT Bon
7 - - . - A3 . .. 1 Shon
sicn as correct, y- the Secretaty, Indian Hxstcrrlgal‘ Records (omumis-

-
v
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Resolution X—This Committee recommends  that the Beeretary
should be authorised (i) to give necessary publicity to the answers al-
ready received, (ii) to work as the agent of the Commission in-a general
way and to persuade the Provinees and States to take such steps as may
improve the prevailing archives arrangement if it is not quite up-to-
date and (iil) to report to the Commission such fresh action as the Pro-
vinces and States may take from time to time, . ‘

The deeision of the Government of India is still awaited.

Reminders were issued. _

Resolution XIV.—This Committee recommends that the names of
such private owners of valuable historieal records who may co-operate
with Regional Committee be published in India and provincial gazettes
if they have no ohjection.

The Government of India inform that they do mnot consider the
names of private owners of historical documents who co-operate with the
Regional Commiltees, need be included in the official Gazettes ; the ob-
jective of the Committee could perhaps be achieved by the iscue of a
press communique, should the importance of the documcnts concerned
#0 warrant.

Seventh mecting, Peshawar, 1945,

Resolution I —Resolved that the action taken (in appointing Pro-
fessor J. D. Ward, M.A. as the Honorary Editor in plece of Dr. N, L.
Chatterjee) be approved.

Recorded.

Resolution 1I.—This Committee recommends to the Government of
India 1o use paper of the best quality procurable for the publications
planued by the Committee and to make paper of the same quality avail-
able to other institutions undertaking the same work.

Forwarded to the Government of India for necessary action,

Resclution ITT—Resolved that the following persony be appointert
to edit ithe .next four volumes of the East India House Correspondence :

1. Rev. ‘Father H. Heras, S.J., M.A., Bombay.

.9 My, Y. J. Taraporewala, M.A., Muzaffarpur,

3. Khan Sahib S. H. Askari, M.A.,, B.L., Patna,

4. Dr. A. G. Pawar, M.A, LL.B., Ph.D., Bar-at-Law, Kolhapur,
Forwarded to the Governments of Bombay, Bihar and Kolhapur.
The Government of India have appointed Rev. Father I, Heras,

Mr. Y. J. Taraporewala, Khan Sahib 8. I Askari and Dr. A, G. Pawar
as Honorary Editors for volumes XV-—XVIII of the Fort William—India.
Tiouse Correspondénce to be published under the Five-Year Publication
Programme of the Imperial Record Department. :

Resolution IV.—Resolved that the Secretary be requested to write
to appropriate institutions and authorities for undertaking items 2, 3
and 4.

~ The Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, addressed ‘the
Gwalior Gevernment and the Universities of the Nagpur and the Punjab
to take up the editing and the printing of the works under items 2,3
and 4 of the Scheme III(b) of the Five-Year Publication Programme.

%
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The relevaut manuscrip’s have b xami

‘ ‘ Lalleserip’ een examined by their ac it
presentatives and it is expected that the negotiatiorﬂs will aljlcm(h‘eld ot
successfully. ¢ concluded

Resolution V.—Resolved that the Tw -Yea icati
gramme for the Tmperial Record Departmeilzt%eY:;;rfvuel:]]lcatmn Prog:

The Government of India inform that tl AgTee woner ;
20-years” Publication Programme as drawn ulr(;yb;“tlifé Ig{::l:;;xélhy with ’the
lication Commiittee and approved by the Indian Hstorieal 12,,; ?{d I‘ub‘
mission, but they. desire that the present 5-Years Publication ;)0 oS .("m"_
spould be fully implemented before the new programme i peramne
tioned and adopted. - ¢ 18 finally sanc-

Resoluticn VI—TResolved that thi i
] A . solved is Comntittee requests
Ir;i{seslolil to mogrle the 'Provgxclal Govermments and the Ilud;an ;}]‘rl:teggnt,;
: p now the various items of work recommende . :

. § "cot d by the C is-
sion which they approved but kept in abeyance on a(’co}:mt £ G
emoraenor. ? of the war

Forwarded by the Governm i

mente ¥ ent of India to all the Provincial Qo -ern-

1. The Punjab Govermmnent state that —

(’) ”»(? qhe}x]()“ f 4 ‘ . r
. o raw ’],.,” h'.’ 1 ﬁ V¢ S CAr ¢ (,ml‘ arame fOI' the
ph‘ ]‘ (l“ 11 Of récor (IS 1S [IAI(!( r con ]d(l dt“)"-

(i} They have Provinei f i
] \ , cral Commitiee known as il i
. ‘ g v ' < 1e )8
IE(' tg‘*rim(.l{l Cﬁ?.mrf_tee for the survey of historical reco‘r?ds. It Tl,el I(lvl;:)
stitute substantially on the lines suggested in the rerolution ) )
a P ] i1 1 ) ‘ Iy
the(‘;’n)hx’fj?;t lo%"?iari) J‘hsltortmq]] Record Office substantially safeenards
teres nstorieal study and will grow into a Cent R 1
st o hisfor 3 ar b ral Recor
:)IﬁceDl_n course of iime throuch the aequisition of administ 'Lt'm
and District records, when pessible. e
(ix) Steps will Le taken at
(ix) Step  ta at an early date for the preparati
:"19\.1710.211 Handbeok deseriptive of the eoutents of {)hepPrat}on of.,a
orical Record Office. unjab Ihis-

Resolution VII—This € i
. ommittee recommend i
Roso ‘ [ s that ad hoc R
rsnlll: '[Ve?; 0({;(1131};11;&?5-, ‘for 1\_Iadras Presidency may nomin;to‘g Slligg(l‘oollg
mit ot'her ;(1.2 lars who Will pay periodical visits to Temples and M;thq
eligious mstitutions with a view {o examine classify and in.

dex the old and historie: i
e star Ok orical records in t_he custedy of the religious
. ’ . LN .

F
orwarded to the Government of Tndia for neceseary action

o

'

UL

[ ‘ Eighth meeting, New Delhi, March 1946

. Besolution I—This Committee mourns the s ‘

;11;1: é} H?yavadana Rao and records its deep sen

» wecretary fo convey to t Fam

condolence. 7 fo the bereaved family
The resolution of condol ‘

L ndolence was forwarded by the Secretary to the
Mrs. Hayavadana Rao has communicated her thanks "

of the C taci
ment, ommission for the sympathy expressed by

ad demise of Rao Baha-
Se of loss, Tt authorises
Its sincere sympathy amd

. to the members
them in her bereave-

L A T R

R
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Resolution I[—This Commiitee reqommends that a Sub-Corrmitiee
be set up with Sir John Sargent as the Chairman and Dr. R. C. Majum-
dar, Professor D. V. Potdar, Ras Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari, Dr. B.
A. Saletore, Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan and Dr. S. N. Sen as members to
consider the Resolutions tabled by Dr. Majumdar and Dr. Saletore. The
Sub-Committee should take in‘o consideration the financial, administra-
tive and legal implications of the Resolutions. -
Indig inform that in view of the faet that the
ession of the Indian Historical
tion at present on

The Government of
proposal will be pldced before the next s
Records Commission, they do not propose to take any aec
the resolution. They have noted it.

¢ dings re : the co-ordinatio™ of functions of the (hree

Item 4 of the Proc '
‘ Research Institutes in Assam :—

As decided by the Research and Publication Committee, the Chair-
man addressed the Chief Secretary to the Assam Government on the
subject stressing the need for the establishment of a Central Record
Office in the Province. ,

The reply of the Assam Govefnment is awaited.

Resolution TIT.—Resolved that now that normal conditions have been
restored the provineial governments be requested to grant all reasouable
facilities to bonafide research scholars for their work among official re-
cords in provincial custody. ‘

Forwarded to the Provincial Governments.

1. The Government of ‘Bombay inform that they have no objection
to granting all reasonable facilities to bonafide research scholars for ac-
cess to official records in their eustody on the usual conditions.

Resolution IV.—This Committee recommends that the Regional Sur-
vey Committee be directed to encourage the examination of old histori-
cal records, whether in private or official custody, and the local govern-
ments be requested to give all facilities to the Committee to fulfil thisl
dlLt,V. ' [ 4 |

Forwarded to all the Provineial Governments, ete.

Resolution V.—This Committee recommends that the Regional Sur-
vey Committees in the Provinces and States be given facilities to carry
on their work in and to have easy access to the adjoining places and to
take impressions, photos, ete. wherever neceessary. The members of the
Survey Committees be given facilities to ufilise Dak-Bungalows angd to
gecure provisions and transport at reasonable costs. .

Forwarded to the Government of India for necessary action.
Resolution VI—Resolved that the Government of India be request-

ed to ask the Provincial Governments and Indian States to set up per-
manent Regional Survey Committees in view of the altered position con-

sequent on ' the cessation of hostilities.
] Forwarded to the Government of India for mecessary actian..
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APPENDIX TO ITEM. 10.

Tanjore Records.

_In April 1946, Mr. K. R. Srinivasan, M.A., Assistant Superintendent

of the Southern Circle of the Archaeological Survey Office, brought to
the notice of the Secretary, IHRC,

_ that a considerable collection of valu-
able manuscript records in Marathi (medi) Telugu and Tamil seripts,

houted in the old Srikeel’s Office of the Tanjore Palace, was proposed to
be destroyed by the authorities.  As it .was considered. likely ‘that these
collections might contain valuable information regarding ‘the administra-
ticn of the past Rajas and also useful material relating to the ‘History,
Musie and Li.erature of nearly two centuries, the Secretary at once mpv-
ed the Madras'(Government, through the Government of India, to arrange
for their re-examination by the nominees of -the ‘Provincial Government
before the records are weeded out. It was also suggested to remove for
safe custody, such of the records as are found ‘to ‘be of historical value,
to the Oriental Mss. Library or some other suitdble place. The Con-
vener, Regional Survey ‘Committee ‘for Matras ‘Presidency ‘was dlso in-
formed about the matter and was requested to make neeesTary eunquiries,
The Government of ‘Madras however replied- in July last to the effect
that there were no records in Srikeel’s Office, but ‘“ the Agency Reeords
Poom *’ eontained some old records in Modi seripts, They however de-
nied that there was any propocal to destroy those records. On the
other hand :the question of examining them and dealing with them pro-
perly has been under the consideration of the Provincial Government for
more than six years. In faet, considerable progress has already been
made towards that direction. Madras Government have however pro-
anised a further report on the snbjeet which is being awaited. * Mr. T.
N. Ramachandran, Syperintendent .of Archaeology, who is alco a member
of the Madras Regional .Survey -Committee in the meantime .paifd .a visit
to the palace with the Collector of Tanjore and after inspecting the re-
cartls :moved the Bducation Department of the Madras Governmant ‘o
talte necessary .steps for the .prerervation of those documents. ‘llis
fintlings and suggestions are as follows :—

(1) The reeorfls are kent on ‘the ground floor of a part of Palace

buildings adjoining the Tanjore Saraswati Maha] Library.

. (2) The present Collector has taken precautions against damnge
by white ants,

(3) “"Fhe room in which these records are housed is full of dust and

* @ huge hean of erumbled recordd damaged by white ants and beyoud
repdir are lying there. :

(4) The room is always locked and there is no arrangements t
clean it. (

A
(5) No Modi Scholar was available for cataloguing these records,

(6) These records.should be removed to the custody of Tanjore
Saraswati Mahal Library. .

. (7) Suggested that a scholar may be appointed for the work on
an honorarium of Rs. 60 per month and an Assistant and a peon ‘may
be appointed on Rs, 30 .and 15 respectively, It is hoped that the
Madras Government will congider the proposal favourshly, N
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AGENDA o
ird: Besdl ian Historical Kecords Oommission, Indore,
Tweity third Session, }Indlan mm 41'61

. Vote: of comdolence on the death of Sir Manubhai N. Mehta, Kt,
1. Vote §.and Prof, Hemry Herbert Dodweil

Sir Manubbai Mehta was associ;ted }v;ith thc;slrxllzleignt,h}ehggxcﬁmgjg

\ ission sinee January 1942, e represented tL® ; v
c?r((iisngl?g;mtslféogr:tmfndian State to invite Ilhedlndlatnrillict)rfia;l iﬁstc:;-g:
of v, ] . . ol - 3 ea quar ers. I ' ;
: 188 Id its 12th sessiom- at its headqu A e
L;?]Yg{lflllcs::'ogf t?he}a‘ 0S(ti‘ates was deputed lfor dtra mn;g nlxnga“ea‘};mggnca:’lnﬁzzxc 2

o1 , ‘he Secretary has already seunt a age ence

]')epar?mf’ltéhta’lhePtgf.reDoc'lvwell was one of the fou_-ndf ion melr‘?beg;l o;
o Lé(y ivsim{ and rendered invaluable service to it lllﬂllts e:blgst gx:
11}112 w;);ngl scholar of world-wide reputation and one of the ‘
ponents of Indo-British History and culture.

o Tt is a matter of gratification that two of the ;;mi%r gg;x&l;irsa :(g
the fﬁdian Historical Records_ Cgmmm;;on, :’;:fgse?rthe. ti‘.les tdar and
ofess . Srinivasachari, have been & e tiles ol
Iu(;fe.sodrha(z’.a Sand Dewan Bahadur, respectively, on HlsyMaJ(gt}:L ;h?
?(]?n’gplllcmpéror’s birthday. Mahamahopadha(_;rzalthl’otg:arva\\aiq3 ahal;lsur ipn
i sponding member in 1925 an e Dewan rin
gxg;%tedBaOtaor:: Tl?:m hgave been serving the Commission ungrudgingly
or {he last twenty years. : -
o Another member of the Commission, Dr..Tars} Chand, has_bézen a‘t"o
i EOV'ee-(‘hancellor of the Allahabad Universily for a perlo 1:1p 0
{))?ilé]et:lber ]]0 )1946. Dr. Tara Chand has been an Associate Member o
th;e Coxrimission since its reconstitution in 1941.

i i ' snlutions passed during t@e fl‘wenty-
5 Rewev:dof;a::;ggta;l;e&:nlihmg Remn " rical?Records. Commission held
::eo Peghnvrar and also during some previous sessions.

(Please see Conspectus, pages........ )

4 Recommendstions of the Resear¢h & Publication COommittee during
the Indore Session.

5. Wider Research facilities and better preservation of official records
in India. , .

; 1 [eeting of the Research

ract from the Proceedings of the Eighth Mee’. g :
('EXfal::i Publication Commitfee held at New Delhi on the 2nd March

1946). : ‘ . | .
Resclutioi by Dr. R. C. Majtgzdaré el @

" "Phat is Pre-Miitiny records in. the custody of the lLoeal Govern-
ntzhg:' Igllazg&‘ in charge of the Imperial Regox_'d Department. and be
mcdek"a central subject for the purpose of admlmstrah?n_ o |
e smatory Note—It would be a matter of convenience to all if the
;,c‘o,ﬁpé%?mh é’ré not ceseary for the present day ' administration but

PeOTy . ;r historiea]. purposes be placed under the supervision
T o Coneta: dodhonty. . Tife Yord emure a uniform meffid of gr
gervation and equal {acilities of inspection. ~At-present Some Iocal



16

Governments ave very indifferent to the proper preservation of these ros
cords and the Government of India have no means of controlling them,
It should be remembered that the old records are now uf general histori-
cal importance and concern India ag a whole rather than the particular
province where they are kept, and they should not be left at the tender
merey of any local Government which might not realise theip importance
and their own duty i respeet 16 them.

In the absence of Dr, Majumdar the Resolution was formally moved
by Dr. N. K. Sinha,

The Chairman remarked that the subjeot involved important issues
and did require careful examination. -

il
The Secretary observed that he had already  diseussed informally
some of the implications of the proposal with the Solicitor to the
Government of India. The latter was of opinion tha: most of the pro-
vincial records were the legal property of the provineial governments
but a workable understanding could be arrived at by mutual agreement
between the Centre and the provinces. '

The Secretary then placed before the meeting the folloWing note by
Dr. K. K. Datta who could not attend the meeting :

It would be advisable to circulate Resolution No. 2 to all Pro-
vincial Governments for their opinions regarding 1t before it is cons
sidered by the Commission.”’ : : -

Professor Potdar suggested that items No. 2 and 6 should be con.
sidered together as they were interrelated to a certain extent. Ile wils
further of the opinien that many of the diffieulties which were impeds
ing the work of research scholars could be avoided if the provinees set

up Records Commissions of their own on the lines of the Indian Histori.
cal Records Commission.

Professor D, N. Banerjee suggested that a clause providing that the
records were to be treated as a central subject should be included in the
proposed new constitution for India,

Dr. N. K. Sinha stated that the resolution did not aim at the physical
transfer of the provincial records to the Imperial eapital.  Its main
object, so far as he could see, was to place the histarical records under
central control, jl_lst as the ancient monuments-had been made a eentral

subject, with a view to ensuring a uniform policy all over the country
with regard to official archives.

- The Chairman also observed that he did not interpret the Resolu-
tion as aiming at the transfer of provineial records bodily to Delhi.

The Secrefary said that he had a talk with Dr. Majumdar before tho
resolution was tabled and he was in a position to state that the mover's
intention had been correctly interpreted bv the Chairman and Dr, Sinha.
In spite of repeated requests from the Commission most of the provin-
ces failed to provide for the preservation of their records and to extend
to research scholars facilities available at New Delhi. Better resulls
were expeeted if the initiative was taken by the Centra) Government.

The Chairman then called upon Dr. Saletore to explain the implica-
tions ‘of the resolution that stood in his name.. - L r e

ot
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Resolution by Dr. Bs A. Saletore,

. _ ] ced by
2 aria) Govermmeni may be reques ed
is cuggested that the 111{}).,“(1)_ ' : e c vequesied b
‘It s uﬂ%fsurical Records Comumission to approach 'HL?I Md ‘J;;:b%d | ::
the ,n.u ldl:vim a request that liis Majes.y may be gz-uc1(3115__vt81>' cased o
L,l,{)e‘l o n the Commission a Reyal Chbarter and the ble('n% -li‘lecessar_;;
cémtgxlli:if?n may be authorised 1o take such steps as may e ;
oInImiss |
for the purpose. . ' ' . .
Dr. Saletore observed that in placing the remlut;?l‘n beifO{ ?c él{];lf ()fx(:xr
itt \r}"e had beeu guided by no other mohve than tuatpg : ?L'Soeie:y or
?i,llt Séxxjxmission ‘a status similar to that enJo_‘;;'ed. })y m\fel; ;)1\3 publié v i
. ; i resti in official as w 3 stie
G j f :ing the prestige 1 ( _
En :laud e Otiextﬁ?uocutnthat txl;e Co?nmlssmn had been in existence ftm;
mation. eons gﬁdn had passed more than 250 I'e@olutiogs on vurzous‘ X‘lblll~
over 21 ye}i;ii ¢ to archives but in wmany instances without ,an’?l 1&,121.‘“);
])&Oblem ﬁe wan; definitely of the view that the receipt of abhtojé nll . (:e wler
Sonld t the Commission but alto s S
restige of the
onld not only enbance the p ssio
?oti'ui(ti a better hearing from the Governments concerned.

i g s Dr, Bisheshwar Prasad who called
solution was seconded by Dr, Al 7d d
attez?;g:)\in it{: S;:;l;a. 12 of the Seventh Schedlﬁle of the g]o(; e;’rrlﬁieﬁtc Uffo F?hz
az 391) and observed that that pafa. brov  the
Act 11?23 (Izp;)tﬁ‘;n) effective coutrol on all matrers refaling to th)\; .\((lis
f:::::)stlratnl:: of historical records and conduct of research among recor
in the proviaces. .
stri arte, Professor J. C.
idar, Dr. K. N. V. Sastri, Dr. Duarte, Pr )
Talugdr:;f'es?{g: I;;)iig;eshwar Prasad and Dr. Saletore participated in the
discussioli that followed. | ‘ .
Resolution I1—This Committee recommends that a St]b-(Jox{\{m}ttc.e
b e ;m with Sir John Sargent as the ()haxrrmn‘l ap(} Dr ‘R. ‘C: Lli?tn}x;-
da - i’rofessor D. V. Potdar, Rao Babadur C. 8. Sru:xvasat:hdrx, D .
\ar,galetore Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan and Dr. S. N. Sen as members
P VI y .

- consider the Resolutions tabled by Dr. Majumdar and Dr. Saletore. The

Rub-Committee chould take into consideration the finaneial, adminis-
trative and legal implications of the Resolutions.

A note by Mahamahopadhaya D. V. Potdar.

i i jumdar is really a very
jon raised by Dr. R.‘ C. Ma,;um' ; 3 v
i os'}tzn;m(‘)ieq:sdt deserves to be examined in a spirit of fhorou‘glme:,s,‘
I‘(l{:ap rightly emphasises the necessity of *“a ’umf(l)}'.m meﬂ(:ﬁ;]i n(':f tﬁ;:scs;‘:;(;
. iliti i ion ’ Tis com ]
Hon “‘ equa] facilities of Inspeetion . is © n
}cl)zi:! G?)r\lgrnmgnts, who have control of important regor":is "‘Ilaraels geiji
indifferent to the proper preservation of these records’ wi

“amply borne out.

i g -muti ecords
e Ty e e e Lo in ohirge of the Tnperi
j s of local Gove ! 1 e Lm:
;%1 :;l!&d .c?;;ggftment and be made a central suh,)ec't for purpo 'e;..Of ad-
m?nistration » needs however a further and a closer examination.

jally -of late years, has been
. » Central Government, especially -o 3 s}
fo])o:frg?gt :hsery liberal policy, which deserves the grateful thanks f rom
all students of history, constitutes no gx:ound. whatseever fpr amxm;ggz
thut the same poliay will be continued im future. At preseat,
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Central or Imperial Records are entirely controlted by the Exeeutive of
the Government of India.  Scholars ot history have no guaran eed con-
frol over the policy that tlie Executive may follow. Hence it is in the
first place of utmost importance for us ‘o have a structure in which st-
dents ond sehelars vitally interested in the Pre-mutiny or rather the
Pre-World-War No. T records Lave a directive and controlling hand. The
Iwdian Ilistorival Records Commission has no doubt proved itself to be
a very useful and valuable body and under the able guidance of Dr. 8.
N. 8cn, the Director of Archives and the Hon’ble Dr. Sir John Sargent
ha; developed its activities on sound and approved lines, Tven so. it
citn not be forgolten that {hat body is merely an Adviory Body. This
is surely not enough. We must have an agzency which can cnforce
its decisions and shape the policy in this behalf.  The sugzestion of a
Royal Charter has some attraction in it from this point of view. But
in view of the impending changes in the constitution of the future
Government of India, a Royal Charter may not go very far. Instead a
suitable legislative provision, raising the status of the Tndian Historieal
Records Commission mey o far enoush to strengthen onr position. Un-
less and until, therefore this most vital consideration is satisfactorily
settled it would not be jusutifiable and desirable to agree to the entire
transfer of control from Provincial Governments, :

(2) Concentration of all historical Records at ome place as suggest-
ed by some has few advantaces and more disadvantages. The volume of
material to be handled would be too stupendous and difficult to manage.
thongh perhaps such a measure may prove more economical, bo'h for the
official and non-cfficial sides.  Sueh a concentration would easily ex-
pose itself to total destruction, cither from elemental a*tacks I'ke earth-
ynakes and lightening or from human attacks like accidental or inten-
tional fires and enemy bombing.  Further it is a matter of common ex-
perience that those who are fortunate enough to be at or near the centre
always get more attention and help and those separated by long distances
are likely to be forgotten and neglected if not unjustly treated. We

cannnt afford to ignore such possibilities in any secheme we will have to
consider.

(3) To ensure smooth and harmonious working we must be careful
fo avoid rousing provincial opposition or wounding provineial sentiments
as far as possible and be just and fair to all interests concerned,

(4) Tt must be clearly realised that we are on the verge of constitu-
tional changes of a vast magnitude and of a vital nature. The presént
distribution of Provinces and their delimitation will not continue for
long. Be that. as it may, so far as historical Records are concerned let

us press our claims for certain fundamental and urgent reforms for
smmediate adoplion.

The following are some of the reforms of this kind —

1. A Jegal status and recognition for a body like the Indian His-
torical Records Commission, with suilable powers of control and inj-
ﬁativ?. Y

IT. Recornition of the Diploma of Archivism as at present insti-
tated at the Tmnerial Record Denartment. Ttz development into
a regnlar school of Archivism. — Provision of Scholarships for fyr-
tler training in foreign countries like ¥, Q. A~ : -~ O i
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i ' i aced in charge of vz~

. ‘storical Records to be immediately placed i charg

[tIIAElllsltws:;g preference being always given to recogni-ed chemist,

Di;)loma holde;‘s who must also be well up in Indian listory—
Modern and Medieval. .

IV. Provision for preservation on approved liney of Recurd to be

obligatory. |
V. Full facilities of Inspection of Reeords by bqnaﬁde students.
'and.scholars, with permission for copying and pubhcat'lon, .
V1. Classification and indexing of Records to be carried out with-
in a specified period. -
VII. A publication programme {0 be framed and carried out ae-
¢ording to means.

VIIL Publication of an Annual Report of ‘Working.

i tified and sanctioned
. No destruction of any records unless cer : anction
bynl:nown experts, and no destruction if other agenc.es are wxlgng
to receive the Records, free or at waste paper prices. And no des-
truetion without intimation to the public.

X. Minimum firanecial provision to be a necessary charge on the
Government concerned. : N . ‘ e“-r‘
sainle, ome Iir-
X1. The above steps to be taken as early as possioi 1 :
volving no expenditure worth mentioning to be carried out mgne
diatel§ and the others to be completed within a reasonable time
limit, say five years. _ |
’ i o forfeit thei jehts aud the
. Defanlting’ Governments to forfeit their rights  m ~
("e}rstIrIa] 1%oard togtake the required steps and to reimburse _thcmse}_lvq:
fjrom the Revennes of the former. In thev case of recognised defiei
provineds Recessary remissions or grants be given,

‘ s the mber and

is difficult for the present to forese_e the exact num
nuturge5 )ogtthe Provincial units that may constitate the fu&lﬁ'e Fedler]aif
or Contral Government of India  The guestion is still fm erd_c%;x rt)hq,-
ented by the problem of the Tndian States. The Devasthanas anq' lh;] 1“
anid other relizious and charitable endowments cannot be lost sight o

in our view of the matter. Similarly the numerous Jehagirdars, Talook-

dars, Mirasdars, Inamdars qnd such tot];ersbw}{gf tm(‘ﬁl t’mofﬂ(l)?xrer;;]:x)ﬁ?::\;t §(1:
aljena’ed Jands and properties cannot aiso be fe wep d .but
s historical materials are concerned mfaIudmg not onlv eeml' S
i?::» a;lfi]clesosuch as Palaces, Forts. Sama'dhleﬁ, Mosqne‘k:, (}hta'rs, };}:am:;gl;:
Churehes, Schools. Madrassas. Paﬂjsalas. ete. We (Tzcmno rf;ﬁl ;::)t on-
fent with our eyes shut. Impatience, however, we corpe, l“view o
able ug to achieve the deﬂi.red' woal. If we take a m:_m lcgn view coul(i
matter, let us first immedlatelv-congentratg our attention o e
be more easily achieved and what is relatively more Imp )

gent, .

(6) Liet us proceed to puild  our fu’rl_xre strueture .layntxg our
foundations broad and deep enouch to sustain us for long time (') corge.
Tt us.at the same. time be practical. and esntions fo ensure Success Io®

our plans. Our united voice will‘not oo, in vailk.



20

(7) The structure I have in view would be sufficiently elastie to ad-
mit of probable future adjustwénts. 1 would not complicate matters to
start with consideration of such uestions as the re-division or re-distri-
bution of bhistorical records to suit the requirements of linguistic and
such other elaims. These may be left over tor adjustment with fulure
after our first foundations are laid strong and broad enmough for our

main purpose.

(5) To proceed with the Scheme, let me again state that 1 contem-
plate a new legal status, empowering enforcement of policy for the
Central Board of Direction Research like the Indian Historical Records
Comumission,  This is a pivotal peint m my schente which has to be
studied against the whole backeround outlined so far and particularly
keepng in mind the veforms sugge.ted in 4 above from I to XII

(9 In the Poona Session of the Indian Historical Records Comtais-
sion in 1938 1 had tabled a Resolution suggesting the establishment ot
Provineial Records Commissions, 1 rezret to say that, though it had
the hearty approval of my old friend, Kabob Abdut Al, the late Keeper
of Imperial Records, it did not receive the consideration it deserved iu
mwy humble opinion. 1 now take this opportunity to repeat and elabo-
rate the same idea as 1 feel that that would afiord the best solution to
many of our difficulties and would be greeted with popular welcome and
support.

Provincial Historical Records Commissions.—Each provinee at least
{hege which are in possescign of cousiderable historical materials or He-
cords, should he called upon immediately to establiih a Provincial Re.
cords Commission,  Such a Commission, should eonsist of responsible
officials in charge of Records (i.e. Heads ke Directors, Keepers  or
Svperintendents) together with represen‘ative of Universities and learn-
ol societies and eminent scholars of history. Provision for the repre-
sentation of Legislative Assemblies, Dictrict Boards and Municipalities
<hould also be made. As this Commission is meant to bz a Body of
Jixperts. the memhers to be anpointed. elected or geleated. must be «nch
as have considerable experience of handling historical Records either
for preservation or study.  This Commission should hold at least thres
meolines every year in different parts of its territorial  jurisdietion.
Their first duty and responsibility will be the inspection and preserva-
tion of historieal Records both in private and official custody (what-
over the Department).  Then it must attend 1o matfers of clagvifiea-

tion. indexing and publication. Tt must provide for all facilities to

honafide students. Tt must.,publish an apnual report of its work, es.
pecially in the language or languages recognised as regional.

The points T to XXT above apnlicable here need not be again detail-
ed.

The Cenfral Indian Historical Records Commission.—Perhaps the
word ¢ Tmperial 7 may not be found suitable for the future, hence T huve
ealled it ns moted above. The Central Tndian Historieal Reeords Com-
mission should have on it the elected representatives from Provineial
Commissions together with their Secretaries and Chairmen as ex-officio
membhers.  The nnmber of anch representatives may he fixed.in propov-
tion fo the importance and extent of the Provincial Records as alsn the
sticrest shown hy the Provineial Covernments in the subjeet as a whole
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Besides such repre.entatives such Bodies as the Indian History
(C'ongress and the Indian Seience Congress and the Inter-University
Loard should be given representation on the Central Commission.

In addition there should bte on the Commniission elected representa-
tives of the Liegislative Assemblies.

I have ot dealt with the question of Indian States who in my
opinicn must be widely and warniy welcomed on both ihe Provindial
and Central Records Commission.

I welcome the cugge:stion of Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad that the subject
of I'storical Records may be put in the list of * CONCURRENT §SUb-
JECT .

" | have not worked out here {he finaneial aspect of the question whiclt
concerned other allied matters may _be further discussed and threshed
out once the Scheme in its main outlines has found acceptance,

The Ccntral Commitsion as it will include representa ives of the Pro-
vinees and Indian States would be a fairly and truly representat.ve body
where the presence of Provincial representatives will remove all gronuds
for suspicion and would secure justice and equity. Such a represent-
afive body ought to enjoy the full confidence and support of the Provin-
¢ial Units, ' ‘ ‘ B :

Besides as my Scheme leaves sufticient initiative to the Provinces
there ic enough opportunity for them to go ahead. As pointed ouf
above, Provineia] Units not found willing or ready to do their duty, the
(eniral Board will have power to take the question into their own hands
snd make the Provingces pay amply their expected part.

1 crave careful eons.deration of my proposals and take permissiow
to express my hope that the sclution : uggested by me would indeed go
ereat way to bring about and ensure progress without ercating unneces-
sary complication in the present struecture.

6. Scope and function of the Research & Publication Committee vis-a-viz
Indian Historical Records Commission.

The Research & Publication Committee was created as an adjunct
of the Indian Historical Records Commission when it was re-constituted
in 1941 with the definite object of relieving the Commission of a part of
its burden. As stated under para. 5 (1) of the eonstitution the duties
of the Comimttee are, briefly, (1) to further the research activities of
the Records Offices of the Contral and Provineial’Governmentis and Indian
States, (2) to undertake or promote regional surveys for bringing manis-
eript reeords in private custody to public notice. and (3) to suggest
ways and means for their preservation and publication. whenever neces-
sary.

The Committee usually holds two meetings every year—one in March
and the sccond at the time of the annual meeting of the Commission.
The proceedings of the spring meeting have so far been submitted direct
t5 the Government of India while that of the winter session have been
invariably placed before the Indian Historical Records Commission in
the first instance for its consideration before being forwarded to the
Government. This practice originated hy an accident during the



Mysore Session whin the first megting of this Committee way held and
its resolutions were of such importance as to warrant a reference to the
Commission. The constitition does not, however, make it obligatory
that the recommendation of the Research and Publication Committes
should in every or any case go through the Indian Ilstorical Records
Commission, The proceedings of the Liocal Records Sub-Committee
which is another adjunct of the Indian Historical Records Commission
are vsually sent direct to the Government of Indja—only quesiions of
execptional importance being referved to the Commission for its views.
It is to be considered whether the recommendation of the Research &
Publication Committee should not ordinarily be placed before the Cov-
ernment independently of the Commission as in the case of the Loegl
LReeords Sub-Committee. If every resolutjion of the Commiitee is to be
considered by the Commission it will cause undue delay and the spring
session of 1he Committee ‘will for all practical purposes be rendevcd
redundant.

V. Establishment of Foreign Relations.

Please read the reply from the Government of India on the Resoiu-.
tion IV Conspectus, page 33. The Burma Government have alerady
been approached for revival of old relation interrupted by war and thew
rgpiy is awaited. The Imperial Record Department for some time past
has been in close touch with the National Archives of America, British
Reeords Association and 20 leading Archives organigations in ota-r
countries nud has bern receiving from them invaluable help in techmcab
and scientifie matters relating to the preservation of records, buildmz,
equipments and allied subjeets. It is therefore felt necessary to estal-
lish eloser official relations with archives offices abroad in furtherance
of ecommon objectives. This may be achieved by eonferring on the Tead-
ing archivists of the countrics coneerned (France, U.8.A. and China}
the statos .of. corresponding members of the Commission. The same:.
practice may be extended to Nepal, Ceylon, Iran and Afghanistan,

8. Weeding of Records in Government Agencies.

(Extracts from the proceedings of the Tenth meeting of the Local

Records Sub-Committee held in Mareh 1944 will be found in Appendix

pop 43-kk ). The following resolution was passed :—

*“ Resolution 1V.—The Sub-Commiittee suggests—

(a) that records marked for destruction alter weeding by the
Departments of origin should be sent to thie Imperial Record Depart--
« ment for final disposal. The Imperial Record Departmeunt should

serutinise such records with a view to ascertaining their present and’
future historical value and provide for the preservation of such:

records, as are eonsidered sufficiently important.

_(b') A_s regards printed records, twenty sample original manus:.
eripts with the eorresponding printed proceedings should be obtain-
ed from various Departments and eompared to find gut whethar

any essential matter is omitted in the course of printing.”’
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The Government of India have circulated these rules to all the
Departients under lhem. It is desirable ‘fhat similar rules‘shou!d‘oe
adopted by all the Provinces and Indian States. ‘If the (Jomr‘mssmn
agrees to make a recommendation to the Provincial and State Govern-
ments to this effect an additional rule may be framed as follows and
added to those already circulated by the Government of India,

¢ 4. The records marked for destruction after weeding by the
Departments of origin should be sent to the respective archival heads
of the (‘entral. Provincial and States Governments as _the case may be
for final disposal. The archival head should scmtl.mse.such reco‘r.ds
with a view ¢ asccrtaining their present and future hlstf)l'lcal value'and
provide for the preservation of such records, as are considered sufficient-
Jy important.”

9. Expert Service in weeding High Court Records. ' |

Please read replies on Resolution II Kconspectus:‘ page ....) regard.
ing consulting experts in weeding of High and Chief Court records in

India. Attention is invited in this connection to (__)the_;‘ replies on the
" subjeet contained in pages 125-126, Part III, Indian Historieal Records

vommission Proceedings, Volume XXI, Udaipur. As it appears tl‘mt
almost all the High Courts are inclined to accept.tlle recommendation
of the Commission, it seems desirable that the serviees of acknowledged
experts should be madc available to the High and Chief Courts. The
mominees of the Provineial Government and the provineial University
on the Commission ordinarily resident at the seat of the Court conceri
ed may be recognised as officia] experis for the purpose of examining
the Iigh and Chief Court records marked for destruetion. ‘The Courts
will no doubt welecome their co-operation and utilise their serviees. ’As
the local members only are to be entrusted with the work the question
of paying travelling, ete., expenses will not ordinarily arise.
10. New Records Offices in the Provinces and States. ‘ B
It mnay interest the members to know that as a result of the recom-
mendations made by the Indian Historical Records Commission from time
to time the following Provincial Governmenis and Indian States have at
last decided to establish Central Records Offiecs with qualified whole-
time officers. At present, only two provinees, viz.,, Madras and BenAgal
have got fully organised Records Offices. :

(1) Bombay.—Government have decided to proceed immediately with
the question of establishing a Public Records Office and appoint'a fully
qualified Keeper of Records with high educational qualifications and
expert knowledge. N

(2} N.W.F.P.—Government have established a Centrai Record
Office at Pcshawar with Mr. S. M. Jaffar, B.A., M.R.A.8. (London)~-tke
nominee of the Provineial Government on the Researech and Publication
Committee of the Indian Historical Records Commission, as its first
Keeper of Records and Director of Iistorical Research.

(3) Rajpulang States Agency, Mount Abu—The Hon’ble the Resident
has placed his records in charge of a qualified officer, Dr. G, N. Saletore,

‘M.A,, Ph.D,, a Diploma holder of the Imperial Record Department with

& -view to reorganige the historical records at Mount Abu.

/LT
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(4) Kolhapur Stute.—A Ilistorieal Records Depavtment for the State
has been opened in July 1946 with Dr. A. G. Pawar, M.A,) LL.B., T'h.
(an Assoc.ate member of the Indian Historical Records Commission) us
its Curator. Dr. Pawar has also been appointed the Chief Archivist of
the State and will represent it in this capaeity on the Indian listoricul
Records Commission. He is to organise the Lecord Office -on scientific
Lincs, prepare and publish Guide Books, Iland-list, Catalogue, Calencar
of the State records, revision of the State Gazetteer and to collect mute-
rials for an authoritative history of Kolhapur State.

(5) Mewar Slate—The Government bave appointed Mr. Motilal
Menaria, M.A., as the Superintendent to the Saraswati Bhandar. .l
the historical records which belong to the State whether at the centre or
in various Departments, will be collected and centralised. In addition
ihe Superintendent will also collcet doemunents of historieal importance
in the possession of non-officials. '

11. Resolution by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad.

That the name of the ** Tmperial Record Department ** be chang~d
to that of the ‘‘ Department of National Archives and History 7.

12. Resolution on the establishment of a Central Records Office at United
Provinces by Dr, Bigheshwar Frasad.

Resolved that the attention of the United Provinees Government bz
invited to the previous resolutions adopted by the Indian Historical
Reeords Commission, and the correspondence between the Governmeit
of India and the lnited Provineces Government, on the subjeet of (1)
naintaining the pre-mutiny records at one central place to save them
from neglect and destruction, and (2) establishing a Central Record
Office, where effective scientific measures for the preservation of old
records could be adopted, where documents and manuseripts secured by
the qu;:im:al Survey Committee ecould be preserved, and where adequate
facilities for bonafide historical research could be provided ; and the

United Provisces Government be requested to re-consider the matier
now that the war is over. )

Explanatory Note—This resolution reiterates the previoug demands
of the Indian Ilistorical Records Commission relating to, firstly, the
proper preservation at one Central place of the DIre-Mutinv records
which are at present housed in the offices of some Division{ﬂ Commis-
sioners and District Officers, and, secondly, for the establishment of a
properly equipped Central Records Office in the United Provinces. The
question was first considered in 1922 (Indian Historical Records Com-
mission, Volume IV, page 55) when a demand was made for establishing
a proper reevrds office. No action was taken by the United Provinces
Governnient on this sugestion, hence a fresh resolution was passed in
1933 rcminding the United Provinces Government ; but no reply was
received from them. In 1938 again 1 moved a resolution te the effect
14 the Pre-Mutiny records should be kept at one central place and
<0 arraneerments be made for their preservation and use by the
vescarch sehelars. No reply being received from the United Provinees
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] i { 3 }
(iovchménf, jn spite -of reminders, the twin qué:;lg:; log e%ﬁig: % i;:::
pro-Muting recores ptlxa f es ?:;dthlzaaggﬁwgs Commission. A speci-
fo ~m-mie‘tl'$tl i??:qu?:( gi%(llnglian IListorical Records Corrtugxss‘tznz
g:srzx&; Volume XVIII, Part HI, pages 14 and %22’1) té:;& ; gThe
ere n df, the United Provinces_GOVernment. to. ' &t}y w,m:e Tho
i’txﬁ?tl:at&llol’rovinccs Government ultimately replied X&dtl o ;ﬁe were \we
“ds offices one at Lueknow and the other at al bad d it
fﬁg?:zz’obre Athev did not feel the necessity 'o£ hav ng bollele I(én\ VL:S Reaonds
Oftice >’J‘hey‘considered the proposgl as 1m};1ra:twju 'to was also B
ow .oi’ {he United Provinees Goverunent 1 g }ow 1‘g0 W t«yp: He o
:};"'the war they cowld not then ?zl sﬁ‘;g a\??{hb(; }11?:“‘{3 et foar fope
(ilmunis.sion 'Fzzst,hg%z\;i:-e‘:‘}a:(glaf r recrgan’sing the 'aru!xivf:s of lndm:
c”mw(".hﬁn ‘; 1nrmd ih connection wjkh the United Prgw}mes (;;o\-?rm{v‘:m::,
w:s‘l;l(l‘it;i':t‘iii‘(Indian Historicalf Records Con:xmssmns) Proceedings
a4 yeiwerale h ‘ ' g : .
%o)ume- NN, part i, p. 1 and 'pmt\;f: Ll;l ,6 l;pj)mgva ) s whih
e th;a pfhﬁtx?éo};?;‘;?;g;resézualid contain some useful mu'ter%al i;)r ‘
are valuadb .‘" .0 f d ;;dministr "e history of the province, are sm} m‘t ,(;
o e““'m)m\} ; t(}t : District ¢ jvisional Officers and are c}ose(l to historiea
pnssess;)n (ii~ n:enot cure w@Wfat proper care is being taken for their preg:vva:
1.'c’qem'uh' dI had a\n occasion of inspecting the pre-Mutmy re_cords 1xiu ;th:
g‘i)\l"iseilotn:lr .Comu;i:asioner’s office at Allahabat taled 1 gvs;slergﬁ? bbil(zf‘ ee;l;zg
, nesleet with which those papers were treated. o8 ) v*ilab;e,
'tx}ll(/(;tli(\:v Divistonal or Distriet offices of whmh' no r‘ipolrti) liiir?gtaoﬁices
'll‘ll;)%e reeords are not of current value for_ the DIV)S.XOD‘II 0 uq'r(;d*f 1 offces
am{ns such 10 purpose is served by keeping ’ﬂvle‘m in : 155003;{ o L{)mn- thons
aops 1¢ the United Provinees Government canuo cf) fuz wores
;)t“;:;::u;. in the interest of preserving those documenis, trfm;{ :rntut | o
tfx(,‘ d‘isérict and divisioqnal c;tfﬁc:ei e;t\t;glr( nt:wther;.:gl }?andetliem ’over b
be Civi rets ; , ‘
abad, {x'”m{& (é;::lpk;g;ti lg:gse’rvation where they cmﬂd be ﬁconsu)tq:'l
:t'mi‘:m :}:(\’e ;‘(ﬂwrch students. But the diffieulty of having two recorus
)] 3 [ N bt &

ficos. oue b Allahabad and the other at Lucknow, from the point of view
oflices, oue ¢

i i these offices is there
f Historieal B 1. is also great. In neither of i thes
o B nt for sgentiﬁc preservatien and there is no trained

any : te arrangemey N 1t might
Z?i;‘?f}izu?z, chargg of those records. ‘Ihe preéent fﬁiﬁemﬁg it s
be satisTactory from the poiut of view f)fbte.hec on?(’ieered b et
whelly madeguate if these records may $ Commissiok

: g rv, now, that the ¢
historical rescarch. It is therefore peces opul;u' Government of th

ip draw the attention of the p _Gav £ tha

sho.uld‘ (;‘x;(;if:g e]s to the essential need of not only sc:irgtif(‘::i (B:rlei?;\é:ts ;n

Ui'n&m n-éoms but also to their proper utilisation for mstorical .
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14. Date and Place of the 1947 and 1848 m};tmgt ‘
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. Papers on the following subject sjd. .
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(i1) Yleports of the twelfth dnd thirteenth meetings of the Loeal
Eecords Sub-Committee held in February and November 1946.

(ili) General Information regarding Diploma Course in Archives
Keeping.

(iv) British Records Association—Draft Scheme for  training
Archivists and for an Experinental shop aud School for Instraetions.

(v) Annual Reports of the—

(a) Imperial Record Department (1945).

(b} Madras Records Office (194445 & 1915-45),
(e) Lengal (1942-44),

() Coorg (1945).

(vi) Comstitation of the Iistorical Record Commission ol the Rewy
State.

(vii) List of Books and periodicals presei’lted to the Tndian Historical
Records Commission andlor the Imperial Record Departmnt during 1946,
Yresented by the authors—

1. Hindi Pustak Sahitya by Dr. Mataprasad Gupta, M.A., D.Liit.

4. Captain Manuel Deremao by Brig. H. Bullock, 0.B.L.

3. Mystery of Lieury Fitzelarcnee by Brig. IL Bulloek, 0.B.E.

4. Iield Marshals of the Indian Army by Brig. 11. Balloek, O.B.T,

4. The Eastern Frontier of British India, 2nd ed. revised and cn-
targed by Prof. A, C. Banerjee, M.A, P.IR.S.

6. Indian Constitutional Documcnts, Vol. II, by rof. A. €. Banerjz>,

M.A., PRS.
7. The Cabiuet Mission in India, by I'rof. A. C. Banerjee, M.A.,
PR.S. & Mr. D. R. Bose, '
8. Studies in Indo-British Eeonomy Ilundred Years ago by M
Nirmai Chandra Sinha, M.A., 'R.S.
Y. Vaishali By Muniraj Vijayendra Suri.
Presented by the individual persons—

1. Catalogue of the Archives of the Dutch Central Government of
Coastal Ceylon, 1640—1796 (presented by Mr. Sourindra Naliy
oy, M.AL).

2. Proas, of the Sixth All-India Library Conference held in Jaipur
(presented by the Reception Committee 6th All-Iudia Library
Conference, Jaipur). v

3. Interesting Ilistorieal Events, relative to the provinees of Bengal,
and the empire of Indostar by J. Z. Holwel), (preseuted by Col.
. 1. Phillimore).

4. Historical Disquisition Concerning the Knowledge which the

.. ancients had of India, by William Robertson, (presented by Col.
R. J1. Phillimore).

5. Considerations on India Affairs, particularly respeeting the pme-

sent state of Bengal and its dependencies by Williuwm Dolis,
- (peesented by Col. R. H, Phillimore), .

+
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* @ War Research Series, Pamphlet No. 9, (presented by Sir E. O.

Wheeler, Surveyor General of India).
j i indi Shekhar
aphy of Rajputana (in Hindi) by Mr. Bhan ;
v G;(:fltsiga? M.A., BSe.,, L.T., (presented by Mr., D. P. Saksera,
B.A. of Jaipur).
8. Geomaphy of Rajputana (in Urdu) by Mr. Bhan) sl\ekllar
' S‘aﬁ:sena M.A. B.Se., L.T. (presented by Mr. D. P. Saksena,

1.A. of Jaipur).

Presented by the Editor, Caravan, New Delhi—

aini icle ““ An Archivisi’s
saravan, October 1946——contaming an arthle
. (dll;:i)v " ’by Dr. S. N. Sen, Director of Archives, Government of

{ndia.

Precerted by the Archzological Survey of India, New Delhi— o
Ancient India, No. 2, July 1946. ‘ CL ]
Bulletin of the Archwological Survey of India.

Presented by the Annamalai University—
Maraiha Rule in the Carnatie by Mr. C.

M.Litt.

K. Srinivasan, M.A,, B.L,

Presented by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona—

The hlahabharata, Bhismaparvan, Faicicule 15. | | /‘/(
Presented by the Bharata Itihasa Samsodk§\la Mandala, Poona— | a/
Hlingane Daftar, Part I by Mr. G. IL*Khare. .

Presented by the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Ga,lcutta,——.
150th Jubilee of the R.A.S.B. (1784.-——1934) and the Bicentenary
T of Sir William Jones (1746-—1946).

Prezented by the Punjab Library Associat.ion,‘ La,hor‘e—
1. Post-War Reconstruetion of Libraries 1n India by Rao

&, 1. Ranganathan. '

9 fhe Bibliography of Indian Culturc and its
~ My, K. Nagaraja Rao.

Presented by Hargolal & 8ons,
Coneise Standard Catalogue ©
29th edition.

4 tah—
Presented by the Kotah Btate, Ko
Kotah Raj Ka Itihasa, 2 Vols. by Dr, Mathura
D.Litt.

tment, Baroda—

ented by the State Records Depar , Ba . o

Presl’ ~rs'i"nyCatalo'ruc being a list of the Persian documents im the
’ " Archives of the Baroda Government.

i tment, Government of Travancorc—
] ted by the Archeological Depar : 4 i
Prese‘ilmini).stration Report of the Archxological Dcpartment, 124419,

Saheb

preparation by

Ambala Cantt.— .
£ Science Apparatus and Chemicals,

Lal Sharma, M.A,,
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Presented by the H. M's. Senior Trade Commissioner in India, Burma &
Ceylon, Delhi—

"The V'ublic Archives of South Afviea (1632—1910) by Mr. €. Graham
Buotha.

* Presenteu Ly the French Information Burcou, New Delhi—

€

ol
T

Fronch Weekly.
Franee Urient, Auzust 1946.
Presented by Mlle. Suzanne Karpeles, Hew Delhi—
1: Builetiu de Ta Societe des FEtudes Indo Chinoises (Nonvelle Serie,
Tome XVILL No. 4), 4e trimestre 1943,
2. Cochinehine, Terre lnconnue, by Louis Malleret, 3¢ trimestre, 1943
3. Le Seminaive de Virampatfam, Residence de 1. Bveqie ' Adrag
pros ae LPoudicherry by Lows Mallerct. 4e trimnstre, 1913,
Iresented by the Cochin State Govi., Ernaculam—
Reeords in Oricntal Langnages—Cochin State 11, Letters fros
Cuchin Rajas to Batavia.
Presented by the Idinistry of Inform>tion, London—
Great Britain—The World’s Best Customer, 1944,
Frese..ted by the Illinois State Library, 1llinois—
1. Hiinows Librarvies (Bulletins).
2. T{linows Blue Book, 1939-40.
9. Nzilonal Association of State Iibraries, 1930.
Preseuted by the National Archives, Washington—
41h, Hth & 6th Annval Report of the Archivist of the United States,
as to brankiin D. Roosevelt Library, 1943—45.
91k, 10:h & 11th Annual report of the Archivist of the United States,
112-43, 1943-41 & 194445,
Treaiment of Fire and water damaged records.
Stafi Tuformation Cireulars—
1. February 1939—Report om  Seientific  Mission to German,
Austrian & Swiss Avehives, by Jo{heph Cavelier.
Juie 1959-—Repair and Plescrvatmn fu the National Archives,
by Arthur E. Kinberl}y.
& 3. July 1939—XKuropean Archival Practices in arranging records
' Ly Theodore R. Schellenberg.
4. April 1940—Microphotography in Arebives, by Vernon D. Tate.
Manual ot information about the National Archives for Government
Qffictals, 1941,
Prelimmary Inventory of the Council of National Defence RecordS,
1816—21,
Iow to dispose of Records—a manual for Federal Officials, 1945,
TIand-bock of Federal World War agencies and their records, 1911——-
21, (1943). AN
List of Climatological Records in the National Archives, 192,

» Your Government’s Records iu the National Avchives, 1946, i

L 2. Snead Mobiwalls.
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Proscnted by the U, 8. Information Service (India)—
The Unitcd States and the War. °

Presented by Dr. Joseph Brondman, M.D., New York—

1. Cellulose Acetate Sheetings as used for the preservation of permna-
nent records—a critical study.

2. The Scientific Preservation of Perishable Papers.
3. Microfiims.

Presented by the Government Archivist, Govt. Archives, Salisbury,
Bouthern Rhodesia—

1, The Matabele Journals of Robert Moffat, Vol. II, 1829—184Y,
Edited by Mr. J. P. R. Wallis,

9 The Matabelc Mission of John Emily Moffat, Edited by Mr.
J, P. R. Wallis.
Presented by the Commonwealth National Library, Canberra—
i Prends in Archival Administration, by Mr. I, L .White, M.A,
Presented by the School of Oriental a.nd African Studies, University of'

London—

3. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies.

2. Sehool of Oriental and African Studies, University of Londou,
Report of the Governing Body, Statement of Accounts and
Departmental Reports for the year ending 31st July, 1945.

Presented by J. Glover & Sons Lid., London—

Store more with Stormor Storage egquipment,

Prosented by the Editor, M.S.N., The British Council, London—

Monthly Secience News.

Presented by Monsanto Chemical Co., Saint Louis Missuri, USA—
Santo DBrite, '
Presented by the Association of College and Reference Libraries,
Chiciigo—
College and Research Libraries, June 1944,
Presented by the American Library Association, Chicago—
1. A. I.. A. Bulletin, Feb. 1944 and Januay 1945,
9. Floors and Floor Coverings by Cornelia D, Plaister.
3. Small Publie Library Building.
4. College and University Library Buildings.
5. The College Library Building, its planning and equipment, by
J. T. Gerould, ‘ _
Presented by the American Historical Association—
Aunual Report of the American Historical Association, Vol. I,
Preserted by Snead & Company, Virginia—
1. Snead Metal Library Bookstocks.
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Presented by the Stanford University Press, U. 8. A— ' Presented by Mr, Gustave Lanctot, Canada-—
Les Archives du Canada, 1920,

1. A Hoover War Library in your Library.
9. The Iloover Library on War, Revolution and Peace.
3. A Tower to Peace by Harold IL Fisher. Presented by the Archives of the Union of South Africa—
Presented by the Btate Historical Society, Colorado Btate— Archives Yecar Book of South African Llistory, 10 Volumes.
1. Division of State Archives, First Annual Report, 194t "
. ers ;—

~ 2. Second Annual Report, 1944-1945.
" Presented by the State Department of Archives and History, Alabania—

(viii) ILieports of research work received from the following nicm-

Rao Bahadur Dr. B. S. Baliga, M.A,, Ph.D,
Mr. B. G. Khare, B.A.
Mr. T. S. Shejwalkar, M.A.

L

e

Alabania Historieal Quarterly— 4
(1) Fall Issue, 1940, 4. Dr. B. A. Saletore, M.A., Ph.D., D.Phil,
(2) Fall and Winter Issue, 1941. 5 ur. D, N. Banerje,e MA.
(3) Spring Issue, 1945. 6. Mr. Mohibul Hasan, Khan. B.A. Hons. (Londor),
Tresented by the East India Association, London— 7. Principal K. P. Mitra, M.A.
The Asiatic Review, July 1346. i 8 Dr. P. C. Gupta, M.A,, Ph.D.
Presented by the North Carolina Historical Commission, Raleigh— 9. Mv. M. L. Roy Chowdhury, M.A., BL, P.R.S., Sa«lri,
The North Cavolina Iistorical Commission—Forty Years of Publie 10. Dr. N. L. Chatterjee, M.A,, Ph.D,, D.Litt.
Service, 1903—43. 11. Dr. Bool Chand, M.A., Ph.D.
-Presented by the North Carolina State Department of Archives and 12. Dr. A. Halim, M.A., Ph.D.
History, Raleigh— 13. Dr. K. K. Datta, M.A., P.RS., Ph.D.
Twentfie}\h. ll?gennial Report of the North Carolina State Department 14. Mr. S. A. Shere, M.A. (Ox/On).
of Archives and History, 1st July 1942—30th June 1944, 15. Khan Sahib S. I. Askari, M.A., B.L.
Pxesiggzgh?y_ the American Association for State and Lacal History, 16. Mr. L. P. Pandeya, Kavya-Viuod.
W P(_gl R 17. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Zafar Hasan, O.B.E.
ar Records Projects in the States, 19411343, by Lester J. Cappon. 18. Mr. C. V. Joshi, M.A.
Presented by the American Association for State and Local History 19. Mr. V. Rangacharya, MA., M.E.S,
Raleigh— ' 20. Mr. P. N. Kunjan Pillai, M.A.
Church Archives and History by Thomas IL Spence and others. 21. Mr.. R. V. Poduval, B.A.
Presented by the Mississippi D : ; : 99. Mahamahopadlaya Pandit B. N. Reu.
Jackson}: l\llissixasippi—I-)p1 epartment of Archives sud History, 93. Mr. S. N. ]ganerj};e, M.A. :
Bieu‘ni_nl' Report of the Mississippi Department of Archives and : 24. Mr. P. Acharya, B.Se.
tistory— 95. Mr. K. R, Venkatarama Ayyar, M.A,, L.T.
(i) July 1, 1937 to June 30, 1939. 96. Khan Choudhuri Amanatulla Ahmed.
42) July 1, 1939 to Juue 30, 1941, 27, Mr, A. H. Nizami, M.A.
48) July 1, 1941 to June 30, 1943. ' o5 Mr. K. N. Mahapatra, B.A., D.Ed
99. Mr. P. K. Mukherjee, d.A.

{1) July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1945,

Tresented by the Society of American Archivist, Washington-—
Writings on Archives and Manuseripts—
(1) July 1942 to June 1943,
2y July 1913 to June 1944,
Presented by the Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa—
The Activities of the Canadian Archives.
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Indian Historical Records Commission-Conspectus of acton taken,
Twenty-first sesston at Udaipur—1944.

Resolution 1I1.—This’ Commission notes with sa‘isfaction that the
Calcutta Higli Court has agreed to u'ilise the services of experts nominat-
ed by the Indian Historical Records Commission for advice in regard to
the weeding of old records and it recomumends that similar procedure
may be observed by other High Courts and Chief Courts in India with
regard to their records.

1. The Madras High Court—Inform that in futurc the memhess of
the Commission who are available in Madras will be consu ted with re-
gard to all ancient records and records of any possible historical value,
which may be found in the reecords weeded out for destruc'ion in the High
Court. One of the members available for such consulia’ion happens
10 be the Curator, Madras Record Office, who is invariabiy consul ed with
regard to the preservation of all ancient historical records or records of
the Rast India Company. It is therefore proposed for the sake of con-
venience, to concult him in the first instance and, if he considers it neces-
sary, the other {wo members (Dewan Bahadur C. S. Sr.niva:achari and
Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri) also.

9. The Lahore High Court of Judicature enquired whether.—(i) the
services of the exper', if requisitioned, for advice in regard to the weed-
ing out of old records, will involve the Court in any expendi'ure, uul
(:i) he would be permitted to tee only those records, murked by thy
Court as ripe for destruection.

Remarks—The Lahore Court was informed that (i) no expenditure
on travelling allowance will be involved if the Court seeks the advice of
the local expert members of the Indian Historical Records Commission
e.g. Dr. G. L. Chopra, M.A., Ph.D. and Professor R.R. Sethi, both of
wlom are residents of Lahore (ii) The Indian His orieal Reeoids Com-
mission recommended the inspection of only such records a: ars markel
out by the High Courts for dectruction. It is hoped that any recom-
mendation made by the experts for the re‘ention of paper of historical
importance, if ary, will be viewed by the High Court with sympathy.

3. The Palng High Court of Judicature inform (thro’ the Govern-
ment of Orissa) that the Court has agreed to utilise the services of an
expert nominated by the Indian Historical Records Commission in res-
pect of preservation of important records. They request that steps may
T ¢ taken to nominate an expert for the.purpose and inform the Provin-
cial Government of the probable cost in this respect.

Remarks—The Government of Orissa was informed that the ques-
t:on of nominating an expert member for examining the High Court re-
cords will be placed before the 23rd Session of the Indian Historical Re-
cords Commission and the decision of the Commission will be communi-
cated to them in due course. The probable cost in this respect will in-
clnde the travelling allowance, halt ete. of the member. (Please see item

’

" ceptable to them.
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Resolution 1V.—This Commission considers the Resolution III passed
af the fourth meeting of the Research and Publication Committee and re-
compiends that suitable amendments be made in the Government of
Judia Resolution (Education), Department of Education, -Health and

" lands, No. F. 92-9|40-E, dated the 16th September 1941 to enable Cey-
"lon, Burma, Nepal and other neighbouring countries to participate iu

the activities of the Indian Historical Records Commission if they are 'so
inclined. .

The Government of India inform that they have accepted in princi.
ple the proposal but do not however consider it necessary to amend the
constitution of the Commission for the reason that it will be necessary
in ‘each case to make a reference to the particular country. Any pro-

- pesal that the Commission may like to make in this connection may be

submitted to the Government of India in due course. oo
. Remarks.—The Government of Burma have been moved through the

"vOovernment of India to nominate 'a Corresponding member to represent

them on the Indian Historical Records Commission,

Resolution VIII—This Commission recommends to the Provineial
Governments and States to institute scholarships to enable competent stu-
dents to carry on original investigations in the Uentral and Provincial
Records Offices and to- finance the publication of the results of their re-
search work when completed. ‘

1. The Government of Bombay inform that they have alreédy -publiéh-
ed documents of historical importance from the Peshawa’s Daftar and
from the Residency records. There is also a provision of scholarships

_for research carried on in History at the Deccan College Post-Graduate

and Research Institute, Poona. This research involves, on occasion{ a
reference to records in the Provincial Record Offices. In view of this,
vo further action seems to be necessary on the resolution.
-2. The Government of Assam decided that no action is required..
3. The Government of Central Provinces and Berar state that the

Provincial Government propose to consider the resolution for the budget

of 1947-48. | R
4. The Government of Sind inform that they have- already taken ac-

~‘tjon on the matter of research and collection of documents of Sind His-
. tory.- Dr. A, L. Duarte, the representative of the Government on the

Commission was deputed to Rajkot for taking out -extracts from such
historical records as have bearing on the history of Sind.

5. The Orissa Government inform that they have already started the

cataloguing and indexing of historieal. redords which are likely to create

some interest in the investigt_ztion of historical records in the province.
They are also prepared to give one of the sanctioned research scholar-

" ships in order to enable a student to undertake research and investiga-

tion of historical records whenever a suitable candidate is available for
the purpose. ~ : :

6. The -Mysoro Government inform that the recommendation is ae-
Necessary action will be taken by them in consulta-
tion with the University to institute scholarships as and when competent

students. become available to carry on original investigation.
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. The Travancore Slate*inform that research seholarship: have al-
rn;,dy,r'_becx.l instituted in the Department of History and that there is
provision in the law of the University for the award of grants for ‘the
publication of the results of researeh work. ‘

8. The Cochin Government inform that they do not consider it neces-
gary to insiitute seholarships for doing research work in their Central
Record Office, but if any scholar produces a manuseript woi-thy of pub-
Leation by competent authorities, the Government will be prepared to
consider the question of financing its publication.

9. The Mewar Government propose to re-organize the Saraswati
handar and put a whole time officer in charge. Hiy functions will be
1o eollect all the historical records which belong to tha Sta*e whether at
the Cenire or in the varions Departments and those in the ypossession of
private individunals,

10. The Jodhpur Government state that they have recently appoint-
ed a Regmna! Survey Committee to investigate the matter and the ques-
:Ium of granting scholarships to competent students will be cons.dered in

ue course, '

1L T"Le Bilfcmer Government state that the question is Teceiving
their consideration and that preliminary steps are being taken in this

connection.  The institution of scholarships will be considered at the
proper time.

12. The Gwalior Darbar intimate that appropriate and suitable help

is given to competent students to carry on original investigation i
State Records Office, # Fgation in the

13. The Patiala Government inform tha
L ¢ ! t they .agree to the resolu-
tion in principle, but will determine the actual unt of rshi
. 1 s . amo) lars
on the merits of each particular case. mount of scholarship

14. The Kolhapur Darbar inform that the istor.
14 _ ) y have opened a Historical
Research Dcipartment with eﬂ’ept from the 1st June 19;4)15 an(it thles gx;lllc‘:-
1«)r of the State Records who is the Head of the Department, has been
empowered to look after the publication of state records, ,

15. The Alwar Govermment inform th ndi
] _ Z at they have deputed two candi-
;]&t:s'tg the Imperla! Record Department to receive training in Archives
'ping and on their return they will organize the State Records De-

partment.  As regards award of scholarships action will be taken by

them when a suitable oceasion arises,

16. The Ranipur Darbar inform th
. ! , that they welcome t1 S
;:: ﬂebfhmta(tlhto Sxmt)l_erlxi;elx)lt it whenever it is possible to do ::) pm'{‘)l(:e;l i?lx:g
oate that the State rary is itself equipped with g laree i
literary and historical manuseri i 2 lrge collaction of

Pts and facilities have b ided f
celrol ! ! . ties been provided for
‘:.0 :k‘.ws all over Indla to study them in connection with their research
The State iy naturally interested i i is

. he S 1 n the idea of histori
bemf carried out in the Central and Provincial Recordssmm(()n?tii}ctfﬁleseat:‘r‘:}11
want to get hold of any publications, reports or catalogues of these offices.

They consider that i ili
oy Sopider at scholars will be able to utilise such information te
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Remarks.~—The Darbar was informed $hat all the Provinces have
their printed publications on.records and a contact with them was sug-
gested. . The State is i the distribution list of the Imperial Record De-
partment publications. : A :

17. The Pudukottai Darbar inform that they do not propose to take
any action on the resolution in question sinee it has relerence only to
Provinces and Siates that have Colleges training students in the post-
graduate research course. ' _ T

18—24. The Miraj (Sr.), Miraj (jr.), Kurundwad (jr.), Mudnol,
Ramdurg, Sangli and Sawantwadi States inform that they arc unable to
institute scholarships for historieal research work,

9527 The Jamkhandi, Kurundwad (Sr.) .and Savanur Slates inti-
male that they have no. material for historical research work. :

2830, The Akalkot, Aundh and Jaih Darbars say that they: will
ingtitute scholarships for historical research work if ‘eandidates' ara
fortheoming. 4 » :

31—38. The Jaipur, Dholpur, Banswara, Idar, Dungarpur, . Bundsi,
Bijeynagar and Sirohi States propose to take action when a suiiable oe-
casion arises. : ‘ .

 89. The Bharatpur GQovernment state that they have deputed one
Mr. Zghirul Hasan, a retired Tehs:ldar of the State, to examine the old
records in the State Tosakhana and Dewanan Daftar. A jurtber ¢om-
munition will follow after 6 months, when Mr. Hasan submits lis re-
port in this respect. } ‘ S

40. The Tonk Darbar state that a scholarship of Rs. 50 will be award-
ed to any competent student of the Sfate to ecarry on original investiga-
tions in the Central and Provincial Records Offices. The publication of
fsll(‘ results of his research work when completed, will be financed by the
tate. : '

" 41. The Partabgarh Darbar gtate that no- suitable student interested
in historical records, is forthcoming in their State. ' :

42. The Karauli Darbar regret their inability.to implement the reso-
lution until the heavy strain placed on their revenues by other urgent
local inprovements of a more important nature, is removed.

43. The Jhalwar Darbar state that the State is of compara'ivaly re-
cent growth and that there does not appear to be much scope Ffor the.
proposed investigation. ‘ _

44. The Danta Darbar state that in view of the absence of any histori-
cal records or documents the question of implementing the recommenda-
tion is considered pre-mature. They have however taken a note of the
proposal and will take action on the lines suggested as and when such
an ocedsion arises. S O R R

45. The Kotah Government inforia that the matter ic still under
their- consideration and a further communication will .follow in- due
course. : . [ i o o o .

46. The Palanpur Darber state that they would he prepared to givs
all assistance in the matter when -a suitable. candidate was: forthcoming
to carry.on the work. Ty
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47. The Jaisalmere Darbar state that ag owing to the general back-
wardness in the State there are ro suitable students. © The Darbar how-
ever appreciates the recommendation and will willingly act up to it ‘when
there is a demand,

48. The Dhenkanal Darbar state that they agree to act according to
the resolution. ’

49. The Kushalgarh Chicfship informs that the consideration of the
proposal has been held in abeyance, ' '

1™ Twenly-second session at Peshawar. #7 .

Resolution I.—The Commission lends its whole-hearted sapport to
the proposals of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal in general and to
fhat relating to thg establishment of a Central Record Office at Ca'cutin
in particular and invites attention of the authorities to the Resolutions
patsed by the Commission on the subject in i‘g previous sessions and re-
commends that a Central Records Office be establisited by the Govern-
ment of Bengal as early as possible.

Forwarded to the Govegnment of India for necessary action,

Regalution II—Resolved that this Commission approves the recom-
;nendatlons of the Research and Publication Committee as detailed be-
oW =

‘.Resolut_i.on 1.—Resolved that the action taken be approved,

Resolution 2.—This Committee recommends to the Government of
India to use paper of the best quality procurable for the publications
planned by the C9mm1ttee and to make paper of the same quality avail-
able to other institutions undertaking the same work. :

_ Resolution 8.—Resolved that the following persons be appointed to
edit the next four volumes of the East India House Correspondence ;
1. Reverend Father H. Heras, 8. J., M.A,, Bombay.
- 2. Mr. Y. J. Taraporewala, M.A., Muzaffarpur.
3. Khan Sahib 8. H. Askari, M.A., B.L., Patna.

4. Dr. A. G. Pawar, M. A, LL.B, Ph.D. Bar-at-Tiaw, Kothapur.

' R({solqtio@ 4 —Resolved that the Seer,
likely institutions and authoerities for un

Resolution 5.—Resolved that th icati

resolu - esolved that the 20-year publication progra
1he Tmperial Record Department be approved.p programme for
_ Resolution 6.-—Resolved that thig
gion to move the Provipeial Governme
p now the various items of work Teco

they. ‘approved but kept in abeyanee on account of war emergency.

Resolution 7.—This Committee recommends that od hoc regional

Survev Committee for Madras Presidenc i
of seholars who wil} pay periodi isits to Tomples and Moo omittees

religions institutjons. with a vi
anq. lhistorical records in the

etary be requested to write to
dertaking items 2, 3 and 4.

Committee requests the Commis-

For action taken please gee Conspectus of the Tth meeting of the Re-

37

i \mission 1 inion that it is. desirable

.Resolut.ion IH'—‘;'IX);zhi(zgzl?llls;l;?g i?is‘i)t{'! gzﬁ:h pfqv_inqe ‘once;h in‘l rfiiilir;:'
i o s S £ 0 W
. 1o g k
%Iistio‘rsitcal}i c]:f cf:&idioﬁf; S;?I%oglrl;dth\:itsliasach sﬁggestions as may lead to .
?gxilprgve?nent in the existing state of things, o Thoy

The Government of India have aceeptedt thih;icoTligevisit -& A
have intimated to the Provincial Governments :

. “ The ' Crowa
X inces to examine the e
Director of Archives to the provm(’zein the provinces should be . ar

Corft 5 ent records '’ in th ‘They have .
o guif;clméonsgﬁtéallgxl with the Provincial Goveromen® . i afford.
Tan . he Provincia rom 71l agorit -

A\ . the ho e that t e e o in the .-
lh'lgt "g)iggﬁ‘sﬁ Archivgs) such facilities as may be necessary.in R
1imn , .

matter. o
"fhe‘-fGovemment of tho. Punjab }nfox;
to the visit of the Director 9,f ‘Archlyes o examins
Central Government records ’ in their p}rle ince and s
facilities will be provided to him when _

Records Office for that purpose.

! —This Gommission recomm
ambr‘lees:tlﬁ::'g 'xr;xela;;rés be adopted ttz enlarge an
of the Imperial Record Department. | e oditions B

() A b bi m;i (iesiltso iﬁ‘jﬁ{;ﬁ, tdiesxt:ict's- and prqviﬁ;’
oes oF OIf Ji;u?g:s’ béti?l?ng:ap?sgt:h i(:x the’ Impeérial Record Depar;g\:n:(;
ces Bf n uri n‘l’aps as noted above . efforts should ,b% .,ml e o
L) In S: °of' :1 ‘varieties such as geological, physiographical, '11 |
, ?eczlili‘f)'ll'll“;lpat maps to be secured should be of the largest scale avall- :
.gbl'(e"v)':l'l‘he older or pre-crown day maps should be kept separately *
as.xlnore usefu;,_fqr purpgses. 9..f‘ histerical study. oo Army Deim.t_;
() Hhat ,tiie~‘_Surv¢ ‘Qr=‘%e’§§f,';‘l ’; rlzslgmt;gﬁgt,wene, Arny el na
ment asszvilels aseagpgo:zhzdu gql"seamh» and help. ,,’,.These_:;;aushg: -
o I?e'i'eduestfed to ‘make available fo the Tmperigl 3@0.’ -De-
g::'t::ilgr}x’t vopies of miapé in their possession, goxj_‘;_\sfudy,\_/,t " it :
(vij That ‘rate books of trave] and journalg, since out of t,
ghonld dlso" be"laid under contribution. o en Bene
(vii) That miero-film copies of. rare maps:l)lr;:r 1; ;1 gqocletw& -
pell’s Mips, be made available to scholars and learngc BOSIEHTR -

 génised record rooms atcost price. o .
gar(lvgiii)' That the map collectjon of thGlg}%@P&k:“‘f“ d‘whi?l?ﬁﬁ&'
t be completed by securing’ microfilmed “°P-'ves't%a Trthe Imperial
.:I;tnbe" protured in the original for beixfgdépﬂﬂl L In the lmperid
Record Department.  ° ) : able in the I -
: a Tiat 6 i aps available in the Imperial.
(ix) That a list of rare T:;::Ewgl I:ygostyled from time o mtlme

Department be publ vt .
'gféo;gpplifdw’d members and learned institutfons. -

.that they have no objecbioni N
1;1 examine ‘‘ the Crown ' and.
d that all reasonable :
ab ‘Histomg‘al _

ends that the following
d perfect the map. s?eflcmn
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includég g;")tfg'gm;?ff qu I‘ndm nform that as a similar proposal has been
eparirﬁenf o f:; ar Bpoz‘gauuatzon scheme of the Imperial. Reeord

ton s » they do not think :h.at any separate action on this Resolu-
118 necessary, . The matter wid be considered. along with the afore-

said scheme of the Imperial Record Department. }

_ Eesolution V.—This Commission recommends th
vincial Governments and Indian States ag may pos::sssugéngfalthﬁeg)lxl
Qﬁlcgs be regu'egted to concentrate in them, after the war, sueh of their
antriet or division records as may not be required for current adminis-

trative purposes and to see that they are properly looked after and made

available for research. It also recommends that in the Provinces and

Indian States which do not possess Central Record Offices these records’”
?}e: transferred to suitable institutions approved by the Governments and

t’at where even this 18 not possible, the district or division officers be in-

structed to see that their record keépers receive a brief training in ar-

chives preservation and to throw o , i
ch on | pen for research s :
85 may be unobjectionable. ek of the;r records

1. The Aundh State inform that there are no histori
, ‘ torical records in
%‘ﬁ Oposs.essmn of the Darbar.  Aundh was made capital of the ‘Statz in
*o0 or thereabout and all the previous records of the State was burnt

by Bapu Gokhale at Karad wh irmi
Pratinidhis nale @ Pesh:wa: en there were skirmishes between the

2. The Sawantwaedi State inform th
. ] at there are no schemes of His-
Lorieal Recox:ds of great importance framed by the Darbar and hen‘ce
the information in respect of the same ig blank,

3. The Bonai State inform that while iating
. ) : ] appreciating very much the
:de:as contained in the Resolution, they regret that theyghav:y no sl(:ch tr!:h
cords worth recommending for research purposes,

Stat:,. The‘ Bijawar Darbar state that there is no such record in the

_ 5. The Datia State infor
tained by the State. The
officia} records,

6. The Wadhwon State inform that there is a Central Record Ofﬁoé

in tbe State with a separate Recorg Keeper in charge of the records, The

1808) and under the cire
pect of the resolution. -
7. 'lj'he Rajgerh State .has supplied the following information :—

_ (i) The State has its own Record Department which was estab
“lished - in 1908 and where the State récords are satisfactorjl ronery.
ed according to the prescribed procedure, FOTYY presery.

.. {ii) There are wooden and stesl rack: '
Rooms where the records are kept prop:ﬂ;ngo ol oo Recor

portance after .necessary entries in Reg; ~ s
reference. i legisters to facilitate  quic)

m that no historical records are bein i
. g main-
State Departments, however, maintain their

(iii) The rooms are properly cemented and tarcoaled’ to guaw

“against damage by white-ants,

rted according to im
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_ (iv) Important papers are kept permanently while other re-
cords are destroyed after a prescribed time according to the irufes
prescribed by the State. . - ‘
(Please also sec the remarks against Resolution VII).
8. The Daspalla State inform that there is none in the State.
9. The Keonjhar Darbar state that they have no such records in
their possession, _ _
' 10. The Narsingpur State—Please see the Darbar’s remarks against
Resolution VII. - . ‘ ' o
11. The Mayiirbhanj Slate.—Please see the State’s remarks against
“'Resolution VII. » — :
12. The Baramba Darbar state that they have no objection to &ccept
‘the recommendations. , ‘
13-14. The Athgarh and Tigiria Darbars.—Please sce the Darbars
remarks against Resolution VIL :
15. The Limbdi State inform that there is.no other Historical re-
cords traced here except geneological,tree of the State, which is kept in
the Record Room. o : : : :

" 18. The Rajpipla State inform that they have not in their records.
papers of any historical interest as such and whatever they have are
primarily of local interest to the State only and as such they have
nothing which could be transterred to other archives, o

17. The Jaipur Government state that the old historical records of
the S'ate are being organised and a lot of old papers of historical im-
portance, recently discovered, are being arranged and_elassiﬁqd and that
it would not be possible for them at this stage to furnish the information
called for in Resolution VIIL : L S

18, The Kharsawan Darbar state that they have got only oné re- .
eord room which serves the purposes of a Central Record Office as in
the British India. The Record Keeper, though not-a trsined band,
has been working in that capacity for more than 20 years and- has ac-
quired sufficient knowledge in archives preservation. There are a“few>
records in the State Record Room for reeearch 'work. : o

Resolution VI—This Commission requests the Goverament ':O‘i'{"
Tndia, Provincial Governments and Ind}&:: States to transfer papery of
historical interest in their custody, particularly the stray ones whgcli' gre-
not of much local interest to them as they are to'some other Provinee
v State, to the archives of the place primarily interested.

1. The Aundh State—Please see remarks of the Darbar -ggainst
Resolution V. Co | .

2 The Sawaoniwadi State—Please see remarks of State against
Resolution V. T .

. 8. The Bomai State—Flease see remarks of State against Resolu-
tion V. - ‘
4. The Bijawer -Darbar—VPlease see remks of State agamstm.
solution V. o S
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“tion V.

v
6. The Wadhwan State.--Please see remarks of State against Reso-
lution V.

‘ 7. The Rajgarh State—Please see remarks of the State against
Resolutions 'V and VII.

8. The Daspalls State—Please see remarks of the Darbar against
Resolution V.

9. The Keonjhar Darbar.—Please see remarks of the Darbar
against Resolution V.,

VI 10. The Narsingpur State~—Please gee remarks against Resolution
v |
-, 1213 The Athgarh & Tigiria Dorbars—Pleuse see remarks against
Rysolul!on VI o _

Ii 14. The Baramba Darbar.—Please see remarks against Resolution

11. The Mayurbhanj State.~Please see remérks against Resolution

) 15. The Chief Commission of Coorg inform that papers of histori-

" cal interest are not in the custody of that administration and the ques-
tion of theéir transfer does not therefore arise. Nor do they possess any
-récords, the list of which is required to be furnished. .

16. The Limbdi State—Please see remarks against Resolution V.

17. The Ra jvipla State—DPlease see remarks against Resolution V.

v 18. The Jaipur Government.—Please see remarks against Resolution

. 19. The Kharaswan DarbarL-——Please see remarks against Resolution
V. ~

Resolution VII—This Commission requests the Provincial Govern-

ments and Indian States to furnish the Tmperial Record Department
with & list of different series of records in thejr possession showing the
gaps or wanting papers in guch seties, -

1. The Aundk State Pl
Resolution V.,

2. The Swantwadi
"against Reso]ut_ion V.
- 3. The Bonai Stote~Plegs
Resolution V., )

4 The Bijower Darbar—Please see the remarks

"against Resolution V.

ease see the remarks of the Darbar against

of the . Darbar

Résotution V.
6. The Wadhwon State—Pl
" against Resolution V.

7.-The Rajgarh State inform that the recdrds’
“thuch historical importance. They relate to pa

v s ; pers regardi he - (
partition of villages between the States of Rejgarh ang %Iag;itrlxgga;ll:e ((ig

9. The ‘Datic Sitate.—Please see the remarky of the Darbar againat .

ease see the rematks of the Darba;f

5 The Datia State~lease see remarks of State against. Resoly- -

destroyed long before the establishment of the

State—Please see the remarks of the Darbar

e See the vemarks of ’the Darbar againgt

of the State are ot of
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' i) sspondence about the com-
j * the Rulers, (iii) “Correspon | ‘
gﬁncol,oglca; t;libﬁsgr:?BOmbav road, (iv) Suceessions of the, %ule:; (:Ifaz?:
gttr l;?em?:')o Payment of Tanka to Gwalior and (vi) Raghunathga gir.
atatle, :

i ich is
The important records are kept in a steel safe, the key of which

S Couneil.
by a Member of the State i
kept’[‘l.rm is mo necessity of transfer of these records. -
Rewmarks.—(Please also see the remarks of the Darbar ggams

wlutSim'i‘lY).Daspalia State~—Please see the remarks of the Darbar against
. e & B

Resblntl:l(‘)}xll ‘ITEaIahandi State submitted. the following list of trecog-ds :3‘1?;
5 d.i—(i) Originals or copies of old copper plate c?arfersaz::: d by
Pres;:"l‘.’ of the State (ii) Original or copies of palm leaf gr ity made
:)I;Ye th: g:mer Rulers of the State (’iii’) 8r1g1n§11_0r t;s_'ueefcop1;:3i x gJ ag-
ivered by the Rulers, P.A.’s. Commissioners, eie., h
;pe?(:l izngzcancg (iv) Correspondence p.s\ssnu.):l beRt::eenf ;171: pﬁulzgf
i”?nfnily with the paramount powe:(-i or thgeenl?e}:;xsls n?na.de Jah; theg g
igi i treaties and enga made he fluing
erg;nals.;); fc(?rx::i?no;f)ov:‘ers (Rulers) and the subqrdn;ate r_ulmgd At:m;:‘-lp
-4 Wl" of the Kalshandi State {vi) records relating to land tenus ’
dar fg:pl m?n different periods ie, Moghul, Mahratta and B_nti?slh' gu.
?)’ll'gval':l:a{flig records relating to Brahmottra, Debt‘)itta‘r,' Bab:;::ﬁt te;g.:di ;;
‘alia " (viii) records relating to important decisions 1 garding
:2)223 :ffci x(-leil{gous affairs of the State (ix) rﬁcorélf trei?:;nﬁ ’;«: nﬁdigzs
' i in the State .
Lionoured: customs and usages, in vogue
morial ; i ' sess no such records
i Narst State inform that they pos ! .
as relc%m'fxl::ndedr :ﬁi:rresoluti(m to be sent to the gent;a:h(}cé\;il;nn:::b
! hanj i ecords of the e 2
11. The Mayurbhanj Siate inform that the r i Tooms. in. fhe
i 11 up the gaps In
Itite ‘an that no useful records which could £
?l::tge::gl’srzgfmtgm Central Government could be supplied by them. .
12. The Keonjhar State inform that they have no such records in
i session. i ]
tllen‘13p0§1?11e Athgarh and Tigiria Darbars inform that they have no in-
: . : I
. tion to furnish on Resolution VIL 5
£nm]a4 The Baramba Darbar—DPlease see Darbar’s remarks against
Resolution V. , v
15. The Chief Commissioner qf C’{)rz;rg.——Please see the remnrks (.,:f'v.f
the administration against Resolution V1. o : L
. 16. The Limbdi State.—Please see the retm‘lrks.qf 'the State agamgt‘ .
Resolution V. , o s L
17. The Rajpipla State—Please see the remarks Qf.>the Stgte‘ agamst
Resolution V. : ] e |
N 18. The Jaipur Government.—Please see the remarks of the State |
ainst Resolution V. o
* 19. The Kharasawa® Darbar~—Please see the remarks of the State
against Resolation .Y. 5
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Resolution VIII.—Thi y
Re: —This Commissi
sertitiny of erpts s i ey mettds U1 '
tween .Zcholate': Cf:pts ]Zlu-)}mtted by research soholg:s that i'n e mct of
s om Brilish Iudian and India’n Statenoq}(hsizlml‘)wn o
s shou ¢ made

and that the rules which a

\ v pply to gcholars m iti

also apply to scholars from Indian Sst(;;(;i,a in f:l';) résBr(l:ttmh India should
pects,

The proposal was
¢ ¢ I was placed before 1 i o
;):I(’ll; ?ub-bonumlte_e held in Februar?re lgigl me]etlng of 1ho Local Re.
ndation (Resolution IT) made by the Sul; Comlxlelt'ftep'y to the recom-
- ittee—

'1 h G { ‘ ! y -
e gvermnie nt o Indul lﬂf()f m th at W lllle ever eﬁort W 1]1 co t
nit- -

nue to be made to release
: : as early as
records > 9 \ possible, th S
that an;eg}:;id I_Oy the saubjects of Indian Statese :lxlserl(’]ts of hleOI:lcal
:ange in the method of scrutiny of ex,cerpg iso not consider
necessary,

Resolulion IX.~—Thi
carsit] ~This Commissi
versities the ; lon recommend ; :
Keepers an?ltCl:lnrg‘tsgr;l?fll‘RSehegles of popular an; tgxtte}:]ii(;[ ndlithm-
old records (Imperi ecords Offices and scho) g e,
! perial, Provincial ars engdged in editi
courses of lectures in diffe or States) be requested e
dect 1 rent provineial cent to deliver
lna";‘tli:r (I))f the records that they have examrl:(:fegna;ge ggtﬂ:ire and sub-
. The Pat e edited.
noted. ne University informs that the recommendation hag b
‘ i} a3 been
; 2. The Nagpur University
ll'ﬁie > at'tﬂle University hags bee
‘niversi i ’
tures by );hgllléei]o;vever be glad to avail itself of the ad
pur for other Wg)r I:s and Curators of Records when etha vantage of lec-
abnut their and requests it to be inf 'ey pass via Nag-
3. The ‘Drogramme in the South of Tudia, L O Hme fo time
with ihe er’All-ahabad. University informs th P
e principle laid down in the resolutflt e
b»en‘L The Lueknow Universit o
been noted and they will kee
vering ex.ension lectures. P

states that the scheme of extension lec-

goneral agreement

in
%, orms that the recommendation has
ew when inviting persons for de
8 ] e-

" Extract from the proceedings

‘India that the Des

peen permitted by them
‘the same question e.g,
‘sidered by the then Records

‘explonatory note

n suspended for financial reasons, The
. e

"of them stand any risk
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(TO ITEM X OF THE ACENDA). gA

of the 10th meeting of the Local Reeords
1d on the 2nd March -1944.

APPENDIX....... oo

Sub-Committee he

V.\Weeding of Céntral Government Records.
held at Trivandrum in 1942, the- 1ndian
¥{istorical Records Commission recommended to the Government of
truetion of Records Act should be suitably amended to
prevent the lcss of historical material. ~ But the Government of Indis
i i inopportune for any preventive . legis-
lation and accordingly addressed to the Provineial Governments an ap-
péul to arrange to have their old records serutinised by - competent ex-
perts before destructibn, ‘The Government of India alco asked for the
opinion of the Secretary, Indian 1listorical Records Commission - regard-
ing the weeding of Central Government records.  The Secretary - has
to refer the matter to the Sub-Committee since
weeding of pre and post-mutiny records was con-
Committee in 1923 and by the Indian His-
torical Records Commission in 1923 and 1939. The  following self-

embodies the proposal ;

9. Pre-Mutiny Records—Prior. to the transfer of the records from
Government of India considered the desirability

Celeutta to Delhi the v
of weeding them with a view to eliminating such documents as were ©f

ne importance, £0 that unnccessary encumbrance of shelf space and traus-
port charges might be avoided. The weeding was to be done in respest
ot both printed records as well as manuseript - documents, and a set of
sules were framed for that purposé after mature deliberations by com-
petent representatives of the various Departments. The question of
weeding the pre-mutiny records which are all in manuseript was referred
{0 the Indian Historical Records Commission and in accordance with
their recommendation the records were examined and classfied into thrae
categories, A, B and C. Documents containing materials for political, so-
cinl or economic history being classed as A, those of biographie or anti-
quarian interest as B, and all other papers as C. The A and B papers
are for permanent preservation and as regards the C papers, the
Government of India decided on the recommendation of the Indian His-
torical Records Commission (vide. Resolution III, Indian Historical

Records Commission Proceedings, Volume XVI) to preserve them in the
There is thus no chance of

Imperial Record Department, New Delhi.
any pre-mutiny papers among the archives of the Government of [ndia
being destroyed by way of weeding.

3. Post-Mutiny Records.—The pre-mutiny
or historical research and the Government of India and His
n Representative have recently been -pleased to throw
down to the year 1880 for the same pur-
ose.  These are regarded as historical records and on that ground none

of destruction by weeding. In fact, these re-
d B classes of papers as deseribed above and
ential documents, as they have already been
eding operation carried out in Calcutta

In théir nineteenth meeting

records were alveady

available £
T'xcellency the Crow
open - their post-mutiny records

ecrds consist only of A an
dp not contain any non-ess
weeded in course of the general we
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during 1913 and subsequent years, when all posi-. itiny reeords, ap-
parently up to the year 1905, were weeded by Depari.iental weederw.

4. Current Records—The weeding was dome in & systematic way i
_eonformity with a set of rules framed on that occasion by the Govern-
ment of India in the Department of Education and generally adopted by
other Departments. The Rules are fairly comprehensive ; they speeify
what classes of papers are to be preserved and what ¢lasses to be destroy-
ed and are based on the bread prineiple that ‘‘ mo papers which are like-
Iy to be of any. value, at any time, shall be destroyed, nor those retained
schich have ceased to be useful for any purpose whatsoever and which
unnecessarily encumber record shelyes.’” The- enumeration of the
vlasses of papers to be preserved or destroyed can hardly be exhims-
tive ; it tends only to a mechanieal process, mere application of which i+
likely to exclude the exercise of judgment and individuwal diseretion can-
not be standardised even under the most meticulously framed rules, About
‘¢ current >’ records it may be said that their archival charaeter is in n
formative stage. What now seems to be sm unimportant question or
event may appear to be of historical or antiquarian interest in the re-
trospective view of future generations, Proper weeding will always de-
pend upon the correct judgment of the weeder who, while examining the
papers to be weeded, ought to have a constant mental grasp of all as-
peets of history so as to be able to judge whether a particular paper i3
likely to be of any value at any time. If the rules be slightly modified
and the weeding work be conducted under proper and unified supervi-
sion by technically qualified persons there will be ample safeguard
against documents of any importance being destroyed.

5. Printéd Records—The rules 5(4) and 5(6) relating to the weed-
ing of printed collections and their original manuseripts deserve mnotice.
The Calcutta series of printed eolleetions were weeded to the extent of
two copies generally being preserved and the rest destroyed. As a sepa-
rate set of those collections were kept at Simla, the reduction in the
number of Caleutta copies should still have left a sufficient number for
preservation. In eonnection with the separation of one copy each of the
priuted collections for the purpose of dispersal in case of emergency we
however found that_ in many cases only one copy had been preserved in
the bundlgs. As it is understood that at presemt only a limited noms
ber of copies of the important proceedings are printed it is desirable that
all the copies shauld be preserved, so that at least two copies might be
reserved as ‘‘ historical records ’’ and the rest used for reference in con-
neetion with the Departmental business. This is all the more necessary
because the paper on which the proceedings are printed is not of the
best quality and is liable to decay angd beeome brittle on accouut of agzinyg
und frequent handling. S ’ ;

6. Originals of Printed Rccords—Tt has been noticed in some in-
stances that one copy out of a number of printed collections has been
marked ** Original . Obviously the idea is that that eopy is to be
considered authentic and authoritative for purposes of reference in case
any necessity ariges for varification of any doubtful points. ¥t may be
pointed out, h'owever, that the manuseripts of the proceedings  to be
wripied are edited before being scnt to the Fress and portions donsiqgw,[

t

[
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nselesg by the editor are excluded from the so-calléd originals. The print-
ed collections are not therefore, strietly speaking, true coples of the ori-
ginals, A cautious resestreh scholar will always look to the original
sources for authentication of faets. Moreover casual merginal nofes are
sometimes helpful not only in tracing connected papers but also in the
better understanding of subjects. 1t cannot thus be taken for granted
that notes and similar parts deleted from the ihanuscript prepared for
the Press would be altogether valueless. In the ciréumstances, it is
“desirable that originals of all printed’ collections should be préserved
in their entirety,

.. 1. Proposed New Rules.—In the light of the preceding ob;serv;ations
the following rules are propesed in amendment of those framed’in 1913.

.Rules:to guide the weeders in }velzddiing the records’ of the Government
. of  India,

1. The broad principle to be followed in wéeding récords is that
ro papers which are important or are likely to become important in
future, however indirectly, as sources of information on any aspect of
history, whether political, military, social, economic ete. or which is or
may in future prove to be of biographical or antiquarian interest, shall

. be destroyed.  In the two succeeding paragraphs are enumerated, in

n general way, the classes of papers to be preserved or destroyed. The
cnnmeration is by no means exhaustive, it is merely indicative,

2. Ordingrily the following classes’of doctimeénts’ are to be preserv,
el in accordince with the prineiple enunciated abowe :
(i) Manuseripts of all printed’ proceedingd collections,
(ii) - Originalg of Despatches from and to the Secretary of State,
(iii) Originals of legal docunients or ddcuments of legal - value.
(iv) Holograph and Autograph lettérs and Originals of Minutes
of Viceroys, Members of Council, Commanders-in-Chief and other

(sninent persondges or manuscripts of notes by themon imiportant
matters, .

(v) Originals of notes: recorded on: imiportant files which have
Leen civeulated to Hon’blé Members, .
(vi) Discussions relating’ to important public " séiviges,
(vii) Papers relating to appointment of Vigeroys, Governars,
- Members of Council, Commanders-in-Chief and other Heads . of.
. Administrgtions, . . .
l(.vi_ii»)' Pupers - contpining ‘discussions : of fnrportant’ pritoiples of
policies, : S ‘
3. Ordinarily “the following clasges of parpers may “be' destroyed ._.
(i) ‘Registers, such as Receipt and ‘Tssue’ Rugiiters, “Diaries, list
of despaiches to thé Secretdry _to'"'staf.e‘,‘ spare copy reégikters and
otlter “reptisters” of ephémery] ‘intorest ' and ‘not 'only “surpluy copiey.
¢f registers, ' < R
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{i1) ‘Printed - departmenta} proceedings volumes, when thore a2
ore than two copies of them—the bound volumoes being retained

in preference to the unbound monthly ones, -
{iii) Spare copies -of -printed papers.

(iv) Printed A, B or Deposit Proeeedings, C(ﬁl]éctions in excess of
#ix copies, . Two of the six copies retained shall be reserved as ‘¢ ]315'-
; torical records ', the rest being used for referenge- in connection
) _w'i"th departme]nta,l:‘ business. : ST :
(v) Local Governments Proceedings Volumes in excess of one
copy,

(i) Depé‘_r'vtm"éntal Administration reports in excess of two copins,

8. Keeords of Recent Years—All records of the Government of India
subsequent to 1880 are considered as ‘“ Current Reeords ', Asg stated
uhove, such of these records as had been in Caleutta were weeded by
Departmental weeders during 1913 and subsequent vears apparently
nnder the comprehensive’ rules referred to above. It is not, however,
known how far the rules of 1913 have been followed in the weeding dsao
.after the general weeding operation of that period. =~ As a matter of
J$act many papers were destroyed during Departmental weeding for
want of proper guidance, which leads one to apprehend that the 1913
ules Lave sometimes been lost sight of. In any case the weeling dove
by the Department is apt to be restricted as it is apprehended that the
weeders would always have the Departmental “interest uppermost -in their
ninds at the time of weeding. . : :

3. Proposed Measure to check weeding of Recent Records.—The new
rules, however: circumspective, may - not, therefore, ensure the desired ob-
jeet under the existing arrangement for weeding. 1t is, therefore, pro-
sosed that in the matter ‘of destruction of records the experience of the
Neeper of the Records of the Government of India- (now Director cf
Avehives) should be availed of particularly in view of the fact that res,
penzible officers cannot devote sufficient time and attention to the weed.
ing of records due to other pre-occupations. The proposal is not diffi-
cult to adopt. '~ Each Départment should send annually the papers
marked for destruction to the Keeper of the Records of the Government
of India for examination from the archival point of view. This will of
course increase the burden of work of the Keeper of Records as there
are at present as many as twenty Departments, leaving out the many
Attached and Sub-ordinate Departments including those created wunder
the exigency of the war. This does not imply that the current recordis
of the various departments should either be transferred to the Tmperisl
Record Department for eustody or be thrown open for historical ve-
search.  They may continue to be kept in the custody of the departments
of their origin as at present. It has been found from the past ex-
pericnee that the Imperial 'Recprd Department will have to examine sn-
nually at least 60,000 documents, that is; roughly 5,000 documents per
month. A man of the calibre of a Junior Technical Assistant in the Im.
perial Rgeord Department possessing the academie qualification as wa.
quired under the orders of the Government of India will, under Keeper
of Kecords guidance, be quite competent for the proposed work., Tt is,

"

ot Késper ds conside inton that if the Goveru-
thevefore, the Keuoper of Reeords eonsidered opiniot : ] Gov
nent of ’1ndia and Iis Excellency the Crown Repre.»x_entat.xve desxre. tp
prevent any unwarranted and wiiful destruction of historical matexfl.a¥s
in cour‘se of weeding of the records in their custpdy, the ent;;g ,wgedmg
should be checked by their Keeper of Records, ; .

Rules for the idance of weeders in weedihg the records of the
Rulg * e Gavernment of India (1913). ‘

1. Pre-muliny records—Records appertaining to the period previous
to {he mutiny will not be weeded.  All such records wili be trqqsferred
intaet to the Imperial Record Office, as soon &s it is in a position to
receive them. -

2. Post-mufiny records~These begin from 1858. Al these records
with the exception of thase of the last 10 years, counting from the date
on which the weeding operations terminate, will be weeded.

3. Principles on which weeding will be done.—The broad principle is
tLat no papers which are likely to be of any value, at any time, shall be
destroyed, nor those retained which have ceased to be useful for any
purpose whatsoever, and which unnecessarily encumber the record
shiclves,  The lists in the two succeeding paragraphs give samples ‘of
papers which may ordinarily be preserved or. destroyed. ,These ligts,
however, do not exhaustively enumerate the classes of papers which have
to be dealt with. They are merely intended to indicate iu a geneval
way to the weeders the plan on which they are expected to work, In
8} doubiful matters, it will be the duty of the weeders to refer to the
Officer in Charge of the weedine operations and his orders shall be
final in respect of the work being done in the Home, Education and
Reveuue and Agriculture Departments. As regards the work in other
Departments, the weeders as well as the Officer in. Charge of the opera-
tious will be guided by such orders as those Depariments may give,

4. Classes of Papers to be preserved—Ordinarily these will be :—

. (i) Originals of despatches from Secretary of State. These would
be removed from files and bourd up in separate volumes. The file
will be completed by copies of the despatches.
(i) Originals of legal documents or documents of legal valne.
(iii) Originals of Minutes of Viceroys and Members of Council
and Commanders-in-Chief or manuscripts of notes by them on im-
portant matters that make history. o
(iv) Originals of notes recorded on fmportant files which have
been circulated to Honourable Members,
(v) Discussions relating to important public services, :
(vi) Papers which are imporfant or are likely to becdme impor-
tant in the future, from a historical, biographical or other impor.
tant point of view. an o
(vii) Papers relating to appoiniment of Viceroys, Gavernors,
-E]ile_uzenant-(}ovei'nors, Members of Council and Commander-in.
lel, ’
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(viii) Papers coonlaining diseussions of jmportant principles of
poicy.

5. Classes of Papers lo be destroyed.—Ordingrily these will be :~—

(i) Papers not falling under any of the heads mentioned in para-’
graph 4 above, )

(ii) Registers, such as Receipt and Issue Registers, Diaries, List
of Despatches to the Secretary of State, Spare copy registers. and
other registers of ephemeral interest, and not only surplus copies of
registers.

(iii) Printed departmental Proceedings Volumes, when theve ‘are
more than two copies of them—the bound volumes being retained i’
preference to the unbound monthly ones. '

(iv) Manuscripts of all printed papers, except such as are mention-
ed in paragraph 4 ahove.

(v) Spare copies of printed papers.
(vi) Unimportant printed A, B or Deposit Proceedings Collees

tions.  Generally only twa ecppies to be retained, hut in very impor-
tant cases all the Collection copies would be kept.

(vii) Loeal Governments Proceedings Volumes in excess of aue
eopy.

(viil) Departmenta] Adminigtration Reports in excess of one
copy.
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