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THE KAMBOJA INSCRIPTION OF BHAVAVARMAN
AND KALIDASA.
BY

DASARATHA SHARMA, M.A., OF BIKANER.

The date of Kalidasa is one of the unsolved. problems of our
lHterary history. Everything, that sheds -any-_ light on the question
should, therefore, be welcomed by historians and Sanskritists. The
description in Bana’s Kadambari makes Kalidasa earlier than Harsha.
The Aihole inscription shows that.he had by 634 A. D. become recog-
nized as a great poet throughout the length and breadth of India. But -
the Kamboja inscription is even iore important inasmuch as it shows
clearly that about 600 A.\D. Kalidasa's'fame us a poet and dramatist
was confined not merely to India, but had travelled to distant lands
like Cambodia where poets studied” hiss works and copied his ideas,
style, and language. As this could not#flssibly «happen without the
lapse of & hundred years in those days ef slow communication, we
might at least reject the theory which places him in the second half of
the sixth century. We give below a few verses, some of which have
already attracted the attention of other writers, to show how close the
resemblance is between the style and ideas of the Raghuvamia of

. Kalidasa, and the Cambodian inscription referred to just now.
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() T ofhEadl e |
AN TG W TERAN : )
(Kamboja inseription, v, 2)
FaAREEART GINSARTRAL |
flom: et Fren Sefawm

(Raghuvamsa, 1, 14)
(b) QR TaEE AR
(Kamboja inscription, v. 3)
faefin 2 TR et
(Raghuvamsa, 1, 12)

()  FEHARETT RAETE: |
fommaRn a9 g 7 R |
: (Kamboja inscription, v. 6)
iy 7 A 2Rt SRRy
AT T WA T T R
(Rgzrhuvamsa, 4, 49)
@) 7o ¥R geairEEit |
Rgefimeeidy rmmTEy |
Kamboja inscription, v. 7)
e 3 i
ST TRYPERRE: ()
(Raghuvamsa, 4, 54)
() a ofawE TS| @ g |
yoRfY AirgEeEty 7 g )
(Kamboja inseription, v. 17)
R S|
FATAFRER g g 5 )
(Raghuvamsa, 4, 3)

Other instances too can be given. But those being not as clear
gs these have been left out,

SPIRITUAL VIBRATION
BY 4
BRAHMACHARI PRANAVANANDA. GANGOTRI, (HIMALAYAS)

“grd e R AR o WRA @ SeE |
W= J s gRfke: asgrd eda
afea aamER RAwEE wie |
TRAREIETE 507 F Heew: R 1) 3 o

“Whereever and whenever any work is done, there is produced
a motion or vibration; whereever and whenever a motion or
vibration is produced, there is produced a sound. In the
act 'of oreation also the sound of the first motion of the
equipoised nature is Omkara of Sivarupa.”
That is at the end of dissolution or Mahapralaya, when there arose a
Sankalpa in the Almighty Lord <« ‘{QSIS% 95 W, . May I become

many from the one, i.e.,, May Pdo the oreation ?” there arose a motion
or vibration in the Universal Prakriti. That first sound which arose in
the beginning in the Universal Prakriti is called Pranava-nada.

“ The whole universe is full of molecular vibration. Any word
or Mantra, either good or bad, we utter outwardly or inwardly, shall
create molecular waves gross, subtle or more subtle, which spread
throughout the length and breadth of the universe.” 8. J.

By thinking with the mind, by speaking with the tongue and-
by doing Karma with the body, there is produced in the atmosphere a

motion or molecular vibration which is subtle or gross and the effect of -

that vibration spreads on each and every object. Therefore every man
should try as far as possible not to do any act either with the mind,
tongue (speech) or body that would set up a bad vibration and also
everyone should try always to keep away from such & vibration.

The uuiverse is pervaded by gross, subtle and more subtle
molecular atmosphere and the atmosphere pervades the body in the
form of “Prana” or universal energy. ‘The act of inspiration -and
expiration is being done with air. The air that goes in and comes out
through inspiration and expiration carries with it the outward vibra-’
tions to inside and the inside vibration to outside. Thus the ingoing
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vibrations have a lesser or greater effect upon the mind of that person
depending upon the lesser and greater intensity of the vibrations
existing in the mind. But if those vibrations on which they fall, are of
greater intensity, then the effects of those outside atmospheric vibrations
on that mind shall be very little, because the inside vibrations would
at-once repel those oufside vibrations that have come in. Though
thus the antagonistic vibrations are expelled, they produce some effect
or other on that mind. If such antagonistic vibrations that are inside
are weak they may even sometimes destroy them and spread their evil

effect fully. If the internal vibrations are of the same type as the -

undesirable ingoing external vibrations, then the effect of those undesi-
rable external vibrations on the mind shall be quicker. For example,
when vibrations conducive to sensuality enter in and fall upon a mind
which is already full of sensuous vibrations, the effect of the external
sensuous vibrations upon that person shall be very great and quick, i.e.,
that person becomes more sensuous. Thus whatever kind of vibration
may be either spiritual, monetary, or sensuous, they will be affecting
the mind; so also the internal vibrations that go out through expiration
spread out in a greater or lesser degree, to a greater or lesser distance
for a greatei' or lesser time according to the degree of intensity.

Those whose mental capacity (Sankalpa Shakti of the mind) is
great can send forth the vibrations of their mental Bhavas to a greater
distance and the effect of those vibrations remains for a long period.
Moreover a man can spread the effect of his Sankalpa Shakti upon
the minds of a greater number of people if his Sankalpa Shakti {mental

capacity) is great. But the vibrations of the Bhavas of a weaker.

mental capacity can neither spread to a greater distance, nor for a
greater period, nor can affect upon the minds of a greater number of
people. But we have to note one point here. The effect of the vibra-
tions of the Sankalpas of those only who are full of Satwic Sankalpas
shall be great and increasing day by day. Yet the effect of the vibra-
tions of bad Samskaras also is in no way less, because especially now-a-
days, the atmosphere is to a greater extent pervaded by the vibrations
of bad Sankalpas and the minds of the people at large are also full of
vibrations favourable to those of the bad Sankalpas. Generally a per-
son receives those vibrations only very quickly which are of the same
type as are existing in his mind.

Those whose minds are full of bad Sankalpas like Vishada,

shoka, fear, himsa, hatred, enmity, abhimana, miserliness, greediness, .

anger, desire, lust, timidity, etc., are not only doing harm “@IﬁE"

to themselves but also they are doing harm to others by spreading the
bad vibrations of their bad Sankalpas in the atmosphere around them.
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Therofore the effect of the vibrations of those bad sankalpas falls upon .
the minds of the people who are in their (bad peoples’) vicinity or
surrounding in a lesser or greater degree. By the presence of those
people whose minds are affected thus, the whole of the atmosphere
there, inside as well as outside, bacomes polluted or contaminated; and
when even an innocent plain-minded person goes to those surroundings,
he isoften affected by those bad sankalpas and is irresistably and
helplessly swept away and acts according to those bad sankalpas. For
example: (1) Though the Maharajah Yudhishtira has got the title of
Dharma Raja by virtue of his knowing all the Dharmas and Adharmas,
when he went into the atmosphere full of the vibrations of the bad
sankalpas of that evil-mined Duryodhana, all that evil effect spread
upon or affected the mind of Yudhishtira and changed his mind in
such a way that Yudhishtira helplessly and irresistably was led to
gambling with him and lose everything belonging to him including his
wife, Draupadi. This is an example of the effect of the atmosphere
full of bad vibrations pertaining to an individual. (2) There goes a
story in the Ramayana that when Sita, Rama and Lakshmana were
wandering in the Dandaka forest, at a particilar place, Laskhmana,
who was worshipping and serving his adorable elder brother, Sree Rama-
chandra till that time, rebelled against him; but when he left that
place and went a little further Liakshmana got his old consciousness -
and began to serve and adore Ris brother. Thisis an example of the
effect of the vibrations pertaining to a place.

When incense is burnt in a particular place, its gross material
good scent spreads at that place as well as in its surroundings for a
short or long period according to the good quality of that incense -and
if anybody goes into that atmosphere he will be affected by the good
scent. So also, the atmosphere in those places where Mahatmas,
Sadhus, Sanyasins, Yogins, Jnanins, Siddhas, Munis, Rishis, Maharishis,
Tapaswins, Mahavratis, Sadhakas and the like live and have lived, is
full of vibratious of their good actions, good speeches and good thoughts
or sat-sankalpas. Just as a magnetic field of the magnetic force is
formed around a magnet, so also there is formed a field of the spiritual
vibrations in those places, where the above said Mahatmas have lived
and done Sadhana. Just as every particle of iron that comes into the
magnetic field is attracted and affeoted by it, so also the mind of
every person who comes into the spiritual atmosphere or spiritual
vibration or spiritual field is attracted and affected by it spiritually.
In those places where such Mahatmas have lived-—~though they might,
not have done any virtuous external actions and though they have not
made any Upadeshas through their virtuous spesches, the atmosphere
shall be full of vibrations, which are pure and which are saturated
with Satwik or harmonious Bhavas. Readers should note that those
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places, which are now considered to be Tirthas or Siddha-sthanas or

pilgrim places or holy places, were once the abodes of great Mahatmas

where they had performed their Tapas and spiritual sadhanas. So it ie;
" gaid in Srimat Bhagavata 7-11-27/34 that : —

S 3O FaAIN I B AR
g 2 EEn 3 qad Jd @ NR
fit WA Ja FIRE |
7@ f stemgEant- fen e (1R ol
g6 93 S @ 3N aEi 95
Tal TFEAT T WY A R g el
aif THE SemE! s |
FERA T JAWT: TAEIHA: (13 o)
A wIA AT s |
FRET AT i
TRIAMSA 737 TG |
¥ g (A RAR AETE: 3R ]
TY QoaeAT 3T ST T ¥ |
g, 3F, fa sfinerml afisam: 1330
gRlemIa gl qaafs s |

In tl_xe book called Suddha Tattwa, the cause of the saﬁctity or holiness
of Tirthas or places of pilgrimages, has been described thus :—

AR ZIAEER A T d9a: |
aRsEFgAINE A gEa e )

“ Tirthas are said to be sanctified or as considered holy by the great

efficacy of earth, water and fire and by the fact tt :
1at )
have lived there. Munis or Sages

Jijnasus, Mumukshus or spiritual aspirants generally to
such Siddha-sthanas or pilgrim places, where they are influenced bgo th
spiritual vibrations that pervade those places either knowin ly e
unknowingly and by 4performing their spiritual practices therg S;hor
attain spiritual progress day by day. Again in turn, by virtue of th e‘y
gpiritual aspirants, the spiritual vibration of those Siddha-sthag::
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becomes much more intense. As time passed on, since the receptivé
capacity of the Sadhaks decreased, when Mandadhikaris ¢ gezyfemprioe

went to such places they were affected unknowingly by the gpiritual
vibrations existing there and thus they formed a blind faith in those
places. In order to externalise their blind:faith that was in them they
began to construct some memorials in the form of temples, Aramas
pagodas, tanks, wells, etc. and installed their favourite deities in those
places. You should know that almost all the present Tirthas, pilgrim-
places or holy-places with temples eto., are the giddha-sthanas with
the spiritual vibrations described above; that the importance of those
Tirthas is due to the high spiritual vibrations that are there; that the
Siddha-sthanas like Badrikashram, Gangotri, Kedarnath, Kailas, Mana-
sarovar, etc., were once the places where Rishis, Maharishis, Yogis,
Siddhas, and the like had done penance in olden days; and that the
temples, monasteries, etc., that are existing there are of recent origin.
As time went on, the pilgrims who go to those Tirthas—which have
become Tirthas by virtue of the spiritual vibrations that are existing
there—are unable to realise the full significance of the effect of the
said spiritual vibrations; and so they are simply worshipping the
deities in the temples existing there according to their faith and incli-
nations. Unfortunately peeple at large, in general, have not been
benefitting themselves by the great spiritual vibration' that is existing
there, to the extent to which they ought to have been benefitted But
there are rarely some Sadhaks and some Mahatmas, who have been
benefitting themselves consciously by the wonderful effects of the
spiritual atmosphere that is existing there. : '

Although many of these places are full of wild and cruel
animals like tigers, chitas, bears, wolves, poisonous serpents and
scorpions, etc., though some of these are in the midist of thick forests—
like Omkar, Brahmapuri, Vasishtaguha, Rudranath, etc.—though some
places are in the midst of high sky-kissing mountain ranges—like
Harmukuta, Sharada, Narada, Vishnupada, ete.,—though some places
are devoid of trees or even small twigs to make fire and are on high
plateaus—like Kailas, Manasarovar, etc.,—though some places are
in impenetrable dark and big caves—like Muchikunda Guha, Guthi-
konda Bilam, ete.,—though in some such places there is the impending.
danger of death every minute due to terrible landslips and mighty
avalanoches, and though in some places the path is very diffieult and
dangerous and though such places are devoid of any fruits or roots or
food stuffs and in some places are full of terrible thunders and lighten-
ings and heavy rains—like Amaranath, etc.,—those extraordinary
individuals who have fully known the wonderful effects of the spiritual

‘vibrations there and also those ordinary individuals who have realised
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the effeot of the spiritual vibrations there to some extent, go to such
Siddhasthanas wi.thout minding the scorching sun, down;;ours of rains
or severe c_qld, without minding the thunders or lightnings, without
minding the cruel animals, not caring for the fearful land‘slips and
avalanches, not minding hunger or thirst or any bodily troubles or
dangers; and stay there for a day, a week, a fortnight, a month or an
year or for some time according to their convenience ,and benefit them-
selves by the spiritual vibration there according to the oapacity of
their recoptivity. It is due to the benefit of the spiritual ?:bx yt' n
that is existing there that there is an injunction that piligrim 1 : ; rl)x

Siddha-sthanas should stay there at least for three‘x,xi its 8S . :’
the so-called modern civilized people devoid of discrigrnin;,t' o e od
spirituality think it to be useless and waste of time money andlon i

o go to pilgrim places. But we can emphaticaﬁy say that eflergty
Siddhasthanas and staying there for some time for spiritual gx-omtg .
is no waste of time, money or energy. There are people in thli)s " 10(193
who when they go to a place where good-scented incense haswl?r'

burnt don’t feel the good-scent of the incense there; and there ar elen
people who do not even try to enjoy the good incense; and the: o
also people who would say that they feel a bad smell there. W: ::e
not angry with them; but we simply pity and sympathise with th :
for their ignorance. Just as a man, the’ muous membrane of whem
nose has become dull, cannot perceive'the good scent of an arti:lzo
8o also, it is no wonder if A person devoid of spiritual tendencie;
“ R arEdr’ cannot perceive or feel the effect of the spiritual

vibration existing in a particular place.

We hear from the ancient history of Aryavarta that even the wild
animals have given up their oruel and inimical nature in the sur-
roundings of Rishyashramas*; that within an area of eight miles around
Kakabhushundashram none had the bad impulses of lust, anger, ete.,

“ Wﬂmm”§ and that when people went to the Ashrams of

Atri, Bharadwaja, Vasishta, Gautama, Vyasa, Badari and the like they
" (people) used to feel a sort of internal bliss. Even now-a-days, in the
gurroundings of Kailas and Manasarovar and in several other such
places, even the most wandering mind, to whatever religion he may
belong —whether he be a Hindu or Buddhist; whether he be a Christain
or & Mohammadan, whether he be an atheist or an agnostic —becomes

8 In the annals of Gangotri, we never heard that any tiger or beat or any other wild

animal has molested any person, though we hear of several such tncidents at Lilang
. Mukuva, Dharali and further down.

Vol. IX, P. 21 Brahmachari Pranavananda. 9

concentrated and irresistably and unknowingly and unconsciously
feels the Divine Presence, that is hidden behind the apparent vast
universe, as if propelled by some one from behind; and a good Sadhaka
may even enter into sublime ecstasies involuntarily. Is it due to any
grand natural scenery of any grand forest there? No. Those places
are devoid of any trees; bare mountains and snow clad peaks; unin-
habited and uncultivated. There are more heautiful peaks than the
Kailas and more beautiful lakes than the Manasarovar. It needs no
special mention that the greatness and the speciality of thess places
is due to the grand and most sublime spiritual vibration existing here.

This is our personal experience of such places* which are in the

Himalayas and on the banks of the Holy Ganges, Jumna, Narmada,
Sindbu, Godavari, Krishna, Kaveri, Tamraparni, etc. and in several
places in this Bharatavarsha. In Badrikashram whers, in ancient times
Nara Narayana and other Rishis did penance, where, in after ages
Muchikunda, Vyasa and other sages did penance, and where in the middle
ages Sree Sankaracharya and others did penance, there in that Ashram
at a particular place called Kalapagramam, in our own times, our most
revered Master Sree Bhagawan Swami Jnananandagiri Yatindra
Pujyapada did penance staying there stark naked when snow was
f‘alli‘ng. During the course of a talk His Holiness Sree Swamiji said,

As soon as you (a Sadhaka) go to Kalapagramam the grand spiritual
vibrations that are existing there make you sit for meditation irresista-
bly as if being goaded and propelled by some one from behind and make

‘you drink deep at the fountain of spiritual nectar or bliss”. When one

goes to Pandarpura, where several Bhaktas did their spiritual Sadhana,
however dogmatic one my be, one will be over-powered with sublime
waves of devotion. So also when one goes to the Gurukula
Vishwa Vidyalaya at Hardwar or to the Dayananda Anglo Vedio
College at Lahore, ideas or Bhavas of Ancient Aryan culture,
plain-living and high thinking, ideas or Bhavas of self-sacrifice, and
ideas or Bhavas of service to the Society and mother-land swell up in
the mind.

® We give 2 comparitive rough estimate of the intensity of the spiritual

vibration of a few important Tirthas as far as our experience goes :—

1, Manasarovar 100 10, Tunganath - 64
2. Kailas 9 11, Abu e 64
3, Gangotri 79 12, Omkar (Narmada)... 64
4. YXedarnath 75 13, Vishnupada (Kansarnag)... 60
8, Manasakhanda in general 75 14, Sharada L34
6, Vasudhara (Kalpagramam?) 70 15, Harmukuta 58
Village by name Kalap
7. Badrinath 66 16. Seshnag e se 54
8. Rudranath 65 17. Kedarkhand in general .. 30
9, Jamnotri w e 6¢ 18. Amarnath 50

T2

’
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But, one, without any spiritual tendencies ¢‘arenfiusgmEay’ or

one, devoid of any spiritual Sadhana may doubt or may even mock at
the existence of the vibrations of spiritual atmosphere in the Siddha-
sthanas or Tirthas above described. Let him do so. But who is he
after all to give his opinion upon or. to discuss about the pros and cons
of the spiritual vibrations? TIs it a Vakil that is the right Judge for
deciding a site for a sanitorium ? Is it a doctor that is the right judge
to decide a law point? Is it an ordinary pilgrim from the plains that
is to decide the proper mountain streams, the water of which is fit for
drink ? Is it a schoolboy that is the right judge to decide which soil is
suitable for a particular crop? Just as a doctor is the proper judge for
the selection of a sanatorium: just as a vakil is the right man to decide
the law-point; just as a mountain shepherd is the right person to decide
the streams the water of which is drinkable and the valleys the pastures
of which are grazable; and just as an agriculturist is the proper
authority to decide the different soils that are suitable to different crops,
s0 also it is only the spiritual Sadhaka and none else that is the right
judge to give decision or opinion about the spiritual vibrations.

When by virtue of Mahatmas, Rishis, Munis, Jnanins, Yogins,
Sadhakas, and the like living in different places, those places are being

saturated with spiritual vibrations and are becoming Siddha-sthanas,

we need not specially say that those who happen to come in actual
contact with the living Mahatmas or sages are effected by the spiritual

vibrations that are set up by them (Mahatmas) and that the lower

sanskaras that are in them (people) are wiped off and that they are
spiritually elevated. It is on account of this fact that the company of
Mahatmas and Sadhus has been prescribed in the Shastras as one of the
best Sadhanas for spiritual aspirants. We can emphatically say that
though such Mahatmas won’t deliver any sermons, yet any person who
is often in their company is generally spiritually elevated. Even people
with bad inclinations and evil tendencies are generally subdued for the
time being and good ideas sprout up in their minds. If Sadhaks were
%o be in their (Mahatmas) company they are highly spiritually benefitted.

Tor example: (1) Rajah Bimbisara, was about to kill several
goats in a sacrifice, when he met Lord Buddha and was so influenced
by his spiritual aura that he at once let off all the gacrificial cattle,
threw down all the sacrifical vessels and became the foremost disciple
of Buddha Bhagawan in propagating the gospel of Ahimsa. (2) Though
wami Vivekananda was a sort of agnostic in the beginning, when he
came in contact with Sri Rama Krishna Paramahamsa he was affected
by the spiritual vibration of the august personage, and latter on attai-
ned the highest spiritual eminence and became the foremost disciple of
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the Paramahamsa in carrying the torch of Vedic Religion to the other
side of the globe. (3) When Swami Rama Tirtha wentto America, he was
standing on the harbour though all the passengers had left the place.
A stranger approached him and said jokingly, “Where is your luggage ?
Who is your friend here that has come to receive you?” The venerable
Swami said calmly in his usual strain, “Don’t you know that Rama
carries only as much luggage as his body needs ? You are my friend
who has come here to receive me”. So saying Swami Rama Tirtha
patted on the back of the stranger. The stranger was miraculously
changed by his spiritual aura and became his first American Disciple.
(4) Take the case of the “World's greatest man” Mahatma Gandhiji. Iw
spite of differences of opinions and antagonistic feelings, even his worst
opponents when coming face to face with him always give way to his
(Mahatmaji’s) point of view and become his admirers.

Just as in the presence of Mahatmas and in the places where
Mahatmas lived there is the force of the spiritual vibration connected
with them, so also in the articles used by them and in the fruits, flowers,
water, touched by them and also in the fruits, flowers, water, etc., that
are in the Siddha-sthanas, there is the spiritual vibratory force con-
nected with those Mahatmas., So, we believe and it is our personal
experience too that there is the efficacy of the spiritual vibration of
those Mahatmas “aﬁ‘g'qm” in those articles,

Therefore may Sadhaks avoid as far as possible bad company
and bad and undesirable-vibration-existing atmosphere; and may they
have the good company of Mahatmas and reside in Siddha-sthanas
and may thus elevate themselves being benefitted by the spiritual vibra-
tion existing there. So also, may people at large try to ‘get themselves

elevated so far as their circumstances permit.

Since good vibrations are set up in the atmosphere by Sad-
Bhavas, by Sadvakyas and Satkarmas and since bad vibrations are set
up in the atmosphere by bad and undesirable Bhavas, by bad and
undesirable speeches, and by bad and undesirable Karmas, one should
avoid bad sankalpas, bad speeches and bad karmas which are indecents
false, unpleasant, useless, defamatory, harsh, sensuous, full of Raga,
Dwesha, Vaira, Damba, Darpa, Abhimana, Kama, Krddha, Liobha,
Mada, Matsarya, Shoka; Dukkha, Vishada, etc.,” and should lead a
pious life full of sad-sankalpas, sad-bhavas, sad-bhashas and sad-karmas
which are of Ahimsa, Satya, Astéya, Shoucha, Santosha, Mudita,
Udarata, Sh@nti, Shama, Dama, Titiksha, Uparathi, Dakshata, Udasi-
nata, Swadhyaya, Daya, Préma, Madhura, Hitakara, Samyama, Tyaga,
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Vairagya, Atandrita, Nirabhima@nata, Komalata, Saralata, Namrata
Sahishnuta, Dwesharahitya, Gunograhakata, Samata, Paropakarata:
Mitrata, Karuna, Yatachittata, Bhagavatapara@yanata, Sarvabhutahi-
tata, devoid of Ahamkara, IMamakara and Vyathd, Sraddhabhakti-
yutata, Nirbhayata, Dhriti, Yajna, Tapa, Dana and Dharmata.

OM SANTI! SANTI!! SANTII!!

GANGOTRI,

August 1934.

“Pranava Guha”,
BRAHMACHARI PRANAVANANDA.

The Copper plate of Raghunatha Jagadeb II
of Kadamba dynasty—Tekkali,

BY

Qri Sri Sri Lakshminarayan Harichandan
Jagadeb Rajabahadur, M.R.A.S.,

Puratatwavisard, Vidyavachaspathi,

Chasrman, Board of Studies tn Oriya,
Member of the Madras Tewt Book Commitiee,
Rajah Saheb of Tekkals.

After the death of Padmanabha Jenna, the 7th ruler of Tekkali
Kadamba dynasty in 1527 A.D. a battle was fought between his Jubaraj
Birabhadra and the second son Chandrasekhar. Jubaraj Birabhadra
died in the battle. From that day, Chandrasekhar became the ruler
of Tekkali. At that time Birabhadra had an aged son named Banamali.
In the conquered country of his father he constructed a fort named
“ Banamali fort” (now ocalled Bommali) and assuming the title of
“Badajenna” he began to rule there as a subordinate rajah under the
Utkal Kings. Fearing that the elder brother’s son Banamali Bada-
jenna might attack his kingdom, Chendrasekhar Jenna left the fort of
Tekkalipatana and constructed a fort named ‘Chintamani fort’ near the
Dense forest boundary of Parlakimedi Estate. He installed Hanuman
idol at the chief gate of the fort. .

The 18th ruler of this dynasty Raghunath Jagadeb II ruled
from 1740 A.D.to 1767 A.D. A donation granting some lands and
allowing to collect shandy taxes and house taxes to give Sadabarta to
Bairagees was granted to Raghunath Das who was residing in the said
Hanuman Temple. This gifted plate was granted to him in 1762 A. D.
It is only one plate. Its shape islike a chisel. It is 87 inches long
1% inches broad. Leaving 1 part to the end on the front side of the
plate and 3 part on the other, the text of it had bsen inscribed in four
lines in Telugu script. In the vacant space on the front side, the
signature of the donor is to be found. The style and languags of tha
plate do not seem to differ from the modern style and language. As
the plate has been kept carefully, nowhere it is damaged. In the
plate, contracted forms of the letters have been used, such as,
&% instead of &°=s, 8- instead of w88, X%y instead of X&ES,

@ﬁ‘wb— instead of J;8re%, &y instead of Hr T or,
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The Copper plate of Raghunatha Jagadeb II.  [J.A.H.R.S.
Reading of the Copper plate—

Front side
ST souf slon B noe &ty (§)mmsaxdy
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" \J
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Back side
S Wt b BY owSgBHonsd XX D8DF0EHe%
A wbu X &o% Vo8 8 bwwﬁ & T
vasoth HixjoH B’eﬁsnoég Ropon §8ieomis

dssoBhgoda mare - BoiETw)0 g ThT S,

Idea of the script :—

During the year Nandana (1762 A.D.) on Aswina Sukla
Dasami day (Dasahara) Sri Raghunath Jagadeb Maharaja
granted Haridas Babaji, the giver of Sadabarti with the speci-
fied lands for Sadabarti in Karlapudi, Hanumanthalova and
the authority to collect taxes from shandy and houses. Realis-
ing the crops from these lands, he had to give Sadabarti to
strangers, visitors and to bless us in all times. He is to live

happily praying Raghunath. The impressed labour system of

these villages is cancelled.

STUDIES
- IN
THE HISTORY OF VIJAYANAGAR.
Sections IV and V. -
BY

V. Narasimham, M.A., BEd.
Chief Assistant in English and History,
Municipal High School,
CHICACOLE.

Section 1V

SALUVA DYNASTY:

The question how the sovereignty over the kingdom of
Vijayanagar was transmitted from the line of Harihara and Bukka to
Narasimha Saluva who was only a feudatory chief of a small principa-
lity ealled Chandragiri, is a gexed one and is dificult to solve owing to
paucity of material, In the absence of definite historical information
modern writers on the Histor_\} of Vijayanagar are tempted to connect
the broken narrative by imagining the probable trend of events; but

“such a narrative unchecked by salutary documentry evidence is at hest

unprofitable.

Tt is o matter of regret that only a few inscriptions dealing’
with the achievements of Narasimha Saluva are available: but the
literary works of the age contain sober and relevant information and.
supply the deficiency caused by the scarcity of documentry evidences.
The three chief works that present a full narrative of the History of the
Saluvas are “SALUVABHYUDAYAM", “RAMABHYUDAYAM™ and
“ JATMINI BHARATAMU?”, the first two works being in the Sanskrit
language, while the last is a Telugu Prabandham, written by Pillala~
marri Pinveerabhadra Kavi.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE SALUVAS:

Tha early history of the Shluvas is interesting in that it enables
us to know the close relationship that existed between the Sangama
rulers and that Sgluva line from which Narasimha, the founder of the
second dynasty sprang up. So I shall try to give in the following pages,
the pedigree of the Saluvas and the brilliant- a.oh&ievements‘ of the
members, as can be collected from the literary works referred to above:
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The descent of the Saluva family is traced from the Moon in
_the puranic fashion by the poets of the age and after a few mytholo-
gical names the name of the chief Gunda is given. He had his residence

at Kalyani as can be inferred from the following lines in “RAMA-
BHYUDAYAM":

o TS 3R Y IO
SITRfeHRATIO AR AT &

Once Gunda left the capital and proceeded to Ramadurgam
which was ruled by a Sabara king and captured it. This victory raised
him to prominence and Gunda seems to have lived during the early
years of the 14th Century.

Gunda had six sons by his wife Kamaladevi-Gunda IT, Madi-
raja, Gauta, Virahobala, Saluva Mangi, and Savitri Mangi. Of these
Saluva Mangi was the greatest warrior and continued the vigorous
policy of expansion, inaugurated by his father. The rising power of
the Bahmani Kingdom foiled his attempt of expanding the patrimony
towards the North and except the conquest of an important city in
Guzrat, there is no record of any of his achievements round Kalvani.
S0 he went southwards to make new conquests and sought the se;-vice
of Kamparaya, the son of Bukka T of Vijayanagar. Thus commenced
the relations between the Sangamas and the Saluvas which resulted
ultimately in the replacement of the former by the latter.

As a generalissimo to the forces of Kamparaya, Saluva Mahgi,
took a prominent part in the southern campaigns which were organised
by the King of Vijayanagar. He defeated the Sultan of Madura and
~ restored the conquered kingdom to Sampuraya, thus earning the title

(biruds) of “Sampuraya sthapanacharya”. By his onward march the -

Chola, Kerala and Pandyan rulers fled in fear and he attacked and.
defeated the southern kings as a falcon (‘saluva’) seizes its prey. Asa
result of his glorious achievements, Mangi obtained the title of Saluva
which was added as a cognomen by his successors to their names. The
following lines in “SALUVABHYUDAYAM?” describe the same:
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Next Saluva Mangi proceeded to Srirangam. bathed in the holy
waters of the River Cauvery, and re-established the God Ranganath in
a holy temple erected for the purpose. On this occasion he made
extensive grants and gave an extraordinary donation of sixty thousand
‘madas’ (a ‘mada’ is equivalent to Rs2[-) to the God. The poet of
“ Jaiming Bharatam® summarizes his glorious achievements in the
following verse: ‘ |
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A close consideration of the above brilliant exploits leads us
to the inevitable conclusion that Saluva Mangi must have been the
most distinguished member of the dynasty, before the accession of
Saluva Narasimha. Since we have evidence that he acted as a genera-
lissimo to Kamparaysa of Vijayanagar, it may be taken that he belonged
to the later part of the 14th Century. Itis to be assumed that about
this time, the ancestral possessions of the Saluvas slipped away by the
rapidly-advancing tide of the Bahmani Sultans and the Saluva chiefs,
dispossessed of their ancestral possessions, sought the services of the
Rayas of Vijayanagar and remained under them as provincial viceroys.
Saluva Mangi was thus the first connecting link between the imperial
rulers and the collateral line of the Saluvas. From this time, it appears,
the Saluvas had their headquarters at Chandragiri and governed the -
southern provinces of the Vijayanagar Empire.

The poet of “Jaimini Bharatam” desoribed that Saluva Mangi -
had in turn six sons—Lingaraja, Gunda III, Gauta II, Savadiraja,
Hanumaraya and Mallinatha. In “Saluvabhyudayam™ mention is
made of only one son to Saluva Mangu, named Gauta II. Perhaps
the poet makes no allusion to the other brothers since none of them
 made himself so illustrious as Gauta II.
F3
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To Gauta IT were born four song, Gunda“IV, Salu Raja, Boppa
Raja andSaluva Tipparaja. The eldest of the sons, Gunda IV was a great
warrior, a lion in prowess as can be inferred from the following lines:

&, bosts s o ins Xodrd
T HchTe w88 (FTE Ao &l’b-ﬁza
:swsdaa'"z; bESXBomeNT oY olmowd
Eaﬁb'b"o;'«: 5855—5'&5! wéb’arr&{:ouz.

The youngest of the sons, Tipparaja seems to be a striking
figure, unparalleled in valour, courage and heroism. He was so strong
and powerful in his time that Devaraya IT, king of Vijayanagar chose
to give his sister Harima in marriage to him. It can be averred that
the already existing relationship between the imperial line and the
feudatory chiefs was cemented by this matrimonial alliance. Gopa, the
son of Tippa acted as Governor to Tekkal a province in the empire of
Vijayanagar. The following verses in “Jaimg¢ni Bharatam™ attri-
bute to him a series of heroic exploits by which the victor won such
titles as ‘Meesaraganda Kathari’, Saluvapanchaghantaninada etc.
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The founder of the second dynasty in the History of Vijaya-
nagar Saluva Narasimha was the son of Gunda IV through his wife,
Mallambika. An interesting account of the birth of Narasimha, who
was said to be the product of the parents’ fervent prayers and devotion
to God Narasimha at Ahobalam, is given in the following lines, taken
from “ Ramabhyudayam”, a work written in Sanskrit.
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The ‘kavya’ further describes that Gunda brought up his son
with tender care and affection, got him educated in Sanskrit and
other languages by ﬁrst—rateascholars, and having installed him in his
position retired into the forest’to spend the evening of his life in con-
templation of the Divine. Narasimha succeeded his father as Governor
of Chandragiri. From the time of his accession to power, Narasimha
exhibited his prowess and valour in accomplishing the formidable task
of consolidating his dominions, and putting down his enemies.

The achievements of Narasimha were enthusiastically cele-
brated by the Sanskrit poets. His first expedition was against Kapi-
leswar the QGajapati ruler of Orissa, who in conjunction with the
Bahmani Sultan, proved to be a menace to the peace of the Vijaya-
nagar kingdom. Narasimha defeated the ruler of Orissa, forced him to
accept the terms of peace which he dictated, and then returned to his
capital.

SOUTHERN CAMPAIGNS:

After the humiliation of the Gajapati ruler, Narasimha furned -
his attention to the conquest of the South. Leaving Chandragiri, he
proceeded to Chidambaram, where he worshipped God Pundarikaksha.
Next he passed into the Chola country, whose ruler offered immediate
submission without risking a fight with the conqueror. He marched
to Kumbakona, worshipped the God and bent his course to Srirangam-
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Here he bathed in the holy waters of the Cauvery, worshipped the God,
who was re-instated in the temple by his illustrious ancestor Saluva
Mangu, He made a number of grants and benefactions to the God
and to the Brahmins. Narasimha then marched into the Pandyan
kingdom, brought him under submission, and also exacted a heavy
tribute from him. Narasimha proceeded to Rameswaram, and while
he was busily engaged here in subduing the couatry extreme south to
it, the Ceylonese king who was a Jain by religion, sent a respectful
embassy, offering his submission to the Saluva conqueror.

Narasimha marched with his forces through the north-west
coast and wended his course into Anantasayanam (Trivandrum) which
was inhabited by some forest tribes. Having defeated all the Sabara
chiefs, he entered Nagamandala. A number of hill-forts, Bonagiri,
Gingi, and Kongudharapuri were captured and the ruling chiefs were
reduced to submission.

It is clear that his invasions were but passing raids and not
permanent conquests. The invader was 'content to receive homage
from the vanquished chiefs and to bring back a vast golden treasure to
his capital Chandragiri. As a result of his brilliant exploits, his
ancestral possessions were vastly improved in size and dignity to such
a pitch that they had never attained under his predecessors. His
glorious conquest won for him such titles as Meesaragandakathari,
Dharavaraha, Chauhattamalla ete,

The above account of Narasimha's glorious achievements
is taken from a Sanskrit work “ Saluvabhyudayam” written by
Rajanatha Dindima. As the poet enjoyed the lavish patronage of his
lord, Narasimha, the work is marred by high-flown eulogies and epic
embellishments; but sober historical facts can be distinguished from
the exaggerated passages in the work.

| EARLY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SANGAMAS AND THE
SALUVAS:

The foregoing account brings forth the relationship that
existed between the Sangamas and the Saluvas. At the outset it
appears that the early Saluvas were chieftains and rulers enjoying a
principality of modest dimensions. The rising tide of the Bahmani
power checked their efforts to expand and to consolidate their territory.
At last Saluva Mangi, a young adventurous hero sought service under
Kamparaya, the ruler of Vijayanagar and performed a series of heroic
deeds by which he gained much distinction and fame. He was
appointed Governor of Chandragiri, a province in the Vijayanagar

-

-
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Empire. During the time of Deva Raya II, the Saluvas were so strong
and powerful that a grandson of Saluva Mangu, Saluva Tippa married
Harima, the sister of Deva Raya II. As the Sangama rulers became
weaker and weaker, the Saluvas grew stronger and stronger, till at last
Narasimha Saluva, the most distinguished member of the dynasty, rose
from the rank of a general to supreme power, deposed the last imbecile
representative of the line of Harihara and Bukka, and himself ascended
the throne.

Neither the literary sources nor the epigraphical records throw
any considerable light on this period of transition in the History of
Vijayanagar. The exact circumstances that led to the usurpation of
Narasimha Saluva cannot be stated with any amount of definiteness
or precision. Modérn writers of the History of Vijayanagar state that
the Empire was in a disintegrated condition, torn by disputes and con-
flicts of succession among the royal princes and that violent shocks
and convulsions took place by whioch the Empire underwent utter
decomposition. To check the disruptive tendencies within and the
disintegrating shocks from the enemy without, the Empire wanted a
man of exceptional ability at the helm of government to steer the ship
of state. Under such circumstances Narasimha ascended the throne
and founded a new dynasty. -

. Dr. Krishnaswamy Iyengar writes in his Léttle known
Chapter of the History of Vijayanagar, that Narasimha's pur-
pose in usurping the throne was not personal aggrandizement, but
the perpetuation of the Empire and that Saluva Narasimha ‘took upon
hiruself the responsibility not from unworthy motives of personal greed
or mere dynastic ambition.” The learned Doctor seems to have drawn his
conclusion more from the realms of imagination than from salutary
documentary or literary evidences. There is no proof that Narasimha
Saluva was led by such generous and noble motives in assuming the
power. If it is supposed that the Saluva ruler took upon himself the
respo nsibilities for the noble purpose of preserving the Empire from
dismemberment, then one is naturally led to believe that he should have
kept the legal heir on the throne of Vijayanagar and carried on the
administration as a regent just as his faithful general, N aragaNaj
carried the administration, placing his lord’s son Impla(iw.si
on the throne till the day of his death in 1505 A. f ner
i

his usurpation and the forcible acquisition of the e, as can be
deduced from the following inscription, raise suspici n the mind of
an impartial reader that Narasimha Saluva was dbtuafed fby motives of *
personal greed and dynastic ambitien.
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Whatever might be the events that
Saluva Narasimha to the throne of Vijayana;(::', t?t ltsh :e:t:(;emtzncy Of
administration of Vijayanagar Empire was transmitted eithn i o e
or in 1486 A. D. to the Saluva ruler. He ruled as emperor fer . 14'85
of about seven years. Nuniz’s term of 44 years for his rej Zr " Doriod
include in it the whole term of his career, first as ruler of goh se(:ims to
and then as the emperor of Chandragiri. The Saluva em oror did
either at the end of 1492 A. D. or at the beginning of the perc;r dled
lea,vingl hIi\Is youn%\T son, Immadi Narasimha to the care of }:li:xfa.izgt?\:i
eneral, Naras ik, i i
;gnaster’s Sonha a Naik, a Tuluva chieftain, who acted ag protege to his

IMMADI NARASIMHA, 1493-1505 A.D
] : ’ « L The D i
Grant,‘ issued in the Saka year 1427 (1505 A. D.) shows thaivﬁ:l? ]clll
Narasimha was the son and successor of Saluva Narasimha and tl? ‘1
vhe was the reigning monarch till that year. =t
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(Epigraphica Indica, Vol. 7, P. 74.)
_ The Epigraphist Report of 1909 mentions that Immadi Nara-
%ﬂha was Mso known as Dharma Raya; for he styled in this name

ith his usuﬂ,‘tﬁ’l}es in a Tirupattur Inscription of the Madura District
.dated S. 5. 1421°(1499 A. D.) ’
With theé death of Immadi Narasimha the Saluva line became
extinct. '
P 1
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Section V

THE TULUVA DYNASTY:

Sources: After the death of Immadi Narasimha, the Empire
of Vijayanagar was transmitted to a new line of rulers who belonged
to the Tuluva -Dynasty. Very little is known of the early history
and the pedigree of the Tuluvas. Varahapuranom, Manucharitro,
and Parijatapaharanam are the three chief literary works of the
age which contain an account of the lineage of the Tuluvas. At
present, however, we may safoly say something about a few of them,
because we possess their names and a little of their history from the pen
of Krishnadeva Raya, the mos illustrious representative of the Tuluva
Dynasty. In addition to these literary works, considerable light is
thrown by the inscriptions issued by the members of the Dynasty. An
account of the relations between the Hindu Emperors and the Moham-
medan Sultans can, however, be obtained from Ferishta’s Chronicle.

Relations between the Saluvas and the Tuluvas: Before Lattempt
to give a connected narrative of the Tuluva ancestry, one false theory
about the relationship of the Tuluvas with the Saluvas may be critici-
sed. Some writers of the History of Vijayanagar: endsavoured to prove
that the Tuluvas and the Saluvas were members of one and the same
dynasty, and that Timma, the grandfather of Tuluva Narasa was the
same as the brother of Saluva’ Narasimha. No doubt, Saluva Nara-
simha had a brother with the name of Timma; but it is beyond
one's comprehension to assume that both these were one and the same
on the simple ground that both bore the name of Timma. If really
there existed some relationship between Saluva Narasinga and Tuluva
Timma, it would have been mentioned by the authors of Varaha-
purana and Manucharitra. In fact, we have there an unequivocal
assertion that Iswara and Narasimha were the commanders-in-chief of
Saluva Narasinga and no more. If Krishna Deva Raya was the lineal
descendant of Saluva Timma and was connected with his predecessors
who occupied the throne of Vijayanagar, he would gladly have traced
his descent from them without entering into mythology, after mention-
ing only three of his ancestors. Moreover, the court-poets of Krishna
Deva Raya also described the usual genealogy of the Puranic character,
tracing the descent from the moon to Yayati. These facts, based on
authentic literary evidence, demonstrate the untenability of the theory
of the Saluva-Tuluva relationship, which is put forward by some learned
scholars. Until more light is thrown by very powerful. evidence upon
this point, there can be but one version. The Tuluvas belonged to a
class of bold adventurers who by their prowess, pushed themselves for-
ward and helped their posterity in ascending to the highest summits of
power and influence.
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The Tuluva pedigree: The literary works describe that the
Tuluvas belonged to the lunar race and trace their descent from the
Moon to Yayati. The sons of Yayati were called Yadu Turvasas of
whom the descendants of Turvasa were known as Tuluvas.
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Manucharitra, Verse 22. Canto.

The first historical figure of the Tuluva family as can be judged
from the available evidences, is Timma. He seems to be a chief of
exceptional abilities and a man of great valour and prowess. To his
credit were added the conquests of Maharastra, Lata, Gandhara and
other countries. His wife was Devaki to whom were born to sons—
Iswara and Timma.

Isvara was a strong warrior and acted as a generalissimo to .

the forces of Saluva Narasimha, probably when the latter was in the
position of a feudatory chief of Chandragiri. Isvara won the favour
of Saluva Narasimha and the achievemets ascribed to him in Varaha-
puranam, were deeds of valour which he did to gratify his master:
To Isvara’ was given the credit of the conquest of the following places
which are situated in the east coast districts of Krishna and Nellore:

Udayagiri (in Nellore District)
Huttari
Gandikota
Penukonda
Bangalore
Kovela Nellore
Kundani
Goduguchinta
9, Bagur

10, Narugonda
11. Amur

12. Seringapatam

In addition to the above deeds of valour, Isvara invaded

PRS- TR

Bedandakota (Bidor) and defeated the Mohammedan cavalry at a place.

called Kandukuri, where he won a signal victory.

Isvara had two wives, Gauramba and Bukkamba and Nara-
gimha was born to Bukkamba. He was the favourite son of his father
and was 80 trained in the art of generalship and command of armies
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that he was readily called to occupy the position of commander-in-chief
of the imperial armies of Saluva Narasinga immediately after his
father’s death. He rose into power very soon and began to wield the -
state affairs of the empire, almost superseding the nominal monarch.
He preserved the empire from disruption by putting down internal
rebellions on one hand and by repelling the Mohammedan invasions on

the other. The following lines describe Tuluva Narasimha's brilliant
achievements : —

i 3T o qulE MEES A
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Till the day of his death, Tuluva Narasimha seems never to
have become crowned king of Vijayanagar. No doubt he was the de
facto ruler; but Tmmadi Narasimha, son of Saluva Narasimha was

allowed to continue as de jure monarch till 1505 A. D., when he
appears to have died.

Tuluva Narasimha had two wives-Tippamba and Nagambika
by whom he had Vira Narasimha and Krishna Deva Raya respectively.
The Saluva king seems to have died during the time of Vira Narasimha,
who styled himself as crowned monarch of the Vijayanagar Empire.

 After the death of Vira Narasimha, his brother Krishna Deva
Raya succeeded him as the king of Vijayanagar. He was the most
powerful monarch and expanded the boundaries of the empire on the
northern side by regaining the lost provinces from the Mohammedan.
He obtained signal victories not only over the Mohammedan Sultans
but also over the Gajapati ruler. His empire extended from the river
Krishna on the north to Cape Comorin in the south. It stands to the
credit of this illustrious monarch that he built a great empire in the
south of India and stemmed the tide of Mohammedan aggression, which
was rapidly advancing from the north to the south. He was a versatile
genius and was a patron of learning. Himself a remarkable scholar in
Sanskrit and Telugu Languages, he had a galaxy of celebrated poets in
his court-Allasani Peddana (the Grandsire of Telugu Poetry), Timmana,
Ramabhadra ete. In short, the literary firmament of Krichna Deva

Raya’s day shone with many brilliant stars of whom he was himself a
conspicuous one.

Tt is not the object of the ‘Studies’ to dwell at length on the

. events of his reign, which can be found in a conneoted narrative almost

in every text-book of. the History of India.
r4
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Krishna Deva Raya had no sons. After his death, his brother
Atchyuta Deva Raya succeeded him as king of Vijayanagar. It appears
from the following inscription that Narasa Nayak had three wives,
Tippa Devi, Nagala Devi and Obambika Devi—Veera Narasimha and
Krishna Deva Raya were born to Tippa Devi and Nagala Devi respeoti-

vely, while to the "third were born Ranga Raya and Atchyuta Deva
Raya.

Rerft ameReR: Feen Nafed: | R R
weaRRE | S AR ewRe ) 9 it e
T e | refiyrerey SR wEngdon e, felawEt @
Rrefteay qumat e Q)

' (Epigraphica Indica Vol. 9, P. 332)

It appears that Ranga Raya, brother of Atchyuta Raya died
leaving a young son hehind him. He was Sadasiva Raya, whose cause
was supported by Rama Raja, the son-in-law of Krishna Deva Raysa,
at the time of the accession of Atchyuta; hut Rama Raja’s attempts to
place the young boy on the throne of Vijayanagar, keeping the entire
power in his hands were futile on acgount of the strong influence
exercised by Atchyuta and other great and wealthy nobles of whom
Salaka Timmayya was the foremost.

Writers of the History of Vijayanagar including Sewell, are
of opinion that after the death of Atchyuta, Sadasiva was installed on
the throne of Vijayanagar; but the following lines taken from a Sasana
issued by Sadasiva, gives an unchallengable evidence that Atchyuta was
succeeded by his son, Venkata Raya, who ruled the Empire for a short
time and was snatched away prematurely by death.

ffmfiRa AHFRE w9 Jom =g |
SR EGA A A0 TN AT I |
RO T AT &Y g Sseaa |
AT FRRRITAT ATETEAEH AuEe )

(Epigraphica Indica, Vol. 4, P. 1.)

It is interesting to note that almost all the writers of the
History: of Vijayanagar missed to note the short reign of Venkata Raysa,
which took place between the reigns of Atchyuta Dev Raya and
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Sadasiva. After the death of Venkata Raya a contest took place for
succession. Salaka Timmayya, the uncle f the deceased king, grew
sufficiently powerful to oppose Rama Raja who endeavoured to set up
young Sadasiva on the throne of Vijayanagar. Salaka Timmayya, no
doubt, presented a stout opposition to Rama Raja and made strenuous
attempts to become the Bmperor of Vijayanagar ; but his attempts were
frustrated by the superior ability and sagacity of Rama Raja who fled
to Penukonda, won the support of some powerful nobles, invaded
Vijayanagar, seized and killed the usurper, Salaka Timmayya. Sada-
giva was then restored to the throne of Vijayanagar. The establishment
of a young boy on the throne of Vijayanagar in the very teeth of oppo-
sition was no mean achievement on the part of Rama Raja, who may
be said without any exaggeration to have revived the glories of the
empire as they were in the days of Krisnna Deva Raya. Had 'Rama |
Raja not shown his strong arm and set aside the stout oppositmn. of
Salaka Timmayya, the Empire would have been torn to l_disintegratlon,
and the Empire would have been transmitted from the hands of the
Tuluvas to another dynasty. In placing the imbecile prince Sadasiva
on the throne of Vijayanagar, Rama Raja may be said to have laid the
foundations of a new dynasty, which was destined to restore the fallen
fortunes of the Empire. -

fprea au ARREAT e ares:
TARFAUA Q1 AGFOTTESa i
etz zenaan sfied wal @
YATATTIAT AT TIED: ST F9:
oft fiyar ) @amiy AgraTERa fEaa
g4l T AT AEE T A 1|
(Epigraphica Indica Vol. 3. P. 334)

The word ggwfit qql oclearly indioates that the saviour of

Sadasiva was the son-in-law of Krishna Deva Raya. Nominally Sada-
giva was the reigning Emperor of Vijayanagar and for all purposes
Rama Raja was the de facto ruler and conducted the entire administra-
tion with much vigour and efficiency. The following lines describe the
nature of his strong rule:—
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TRAA JrAf 7 FRF R

*lmg Tvl'h'gi q5qId:
Ty 9 ERNTRRY

+feft fm safer s )
TSR SRRAT

I GOA T A

T q5— — — (Epigraphica Indica Vol. 9, 338 Page.)

Rama Raja was a distinguished member of the Araviti dynasty,
He had a number of powerful brothers who shaped the fortunes of
the Vijayanagar Empire in a manner calculated to produce striking
results. The ancestors of Rama Raja, their achievements, and the
fall of Vijayanagar will be dealt with in the last section of the studies.

(to be continued)

THAKURDIYA COPPER CHARTER
OF
MAHA PRAVARARAJA OF SARABHAPUR FAMILY.

‘ BY
L. P. Pandeya Sarma.,

On 10-2-32 I was informed about this charter by Mr. Rama
Datt Upadhyaya——a member of our Society before whom it was pro-
duced for decipherment by the head-man of Thakurdiyd —a village in
the Sarangarh State about 14 miles from my place Balpur. I lost no
time to address the Sarangarh State authorities, who had no knowledge
of this find, to take steps to acquire the document and to kindly for-
ward it to the Mah& Xosala Historical Society for being deciphered.
On 5~3-32 the oharter consisting of three copper plates, strung on a
ring of the samsa wmatal, haviag the circular Gajalakshmi seal came to
my hands. The plates, ring and seal are in all respacts similar
to those of the Arang Chartur of Maha Sulevaraja discovered by us in
1929 at Arang, Dist. Raipur G.P.

The characters are the bos-headed variety of Central India
alphabet, identical with those of Vak&taka Charters belonging to
Prabhavati Gupta and her son Pravarar@ja II. The age of our present
document and of other charters referred to in this note, is about
500 A.D.

Although a silver coin of Sri Prasannamitra* grand-father of -
Mah&a Sudevaraja of . Sarabhpur Family, was recovered by usa few
years ago from the bed of the Mandh river, a tributary of the Maha*
nadi, there was no evidence to ascertain what relations existed between
Mah8a Sudevaraja, Mah&jayaraja and Manamatra. Our two discoveries
of partly damaged Snpur Plates and the Thakurdiys copper charter,have
ehabled us to frame an authoritative genealogy of Sarabhpur kmgs,
whioh in the light of these inscriptions stands as follows:—

® Refer to my paper. ‘A silver coin of King Prasannamatra’, Journal of the Andbra
H. R, Society, Vol. IV, Parts 3 & 4, Page 195,
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8RI PRASANNAMATRA
one silver coin bearing t}}e name gfjog A

in box-headed characters is in our Society’s possession.
(see plate No. 6)

Manamatra Mahajayaraja
(No document of this king Two copper charters have
has yet come to light) been found at 8ripur &
| Arang respectively.
Maha Sudevaraja Maha Pravararaja
Four copper charters of this Our present charter refers to this
king have been found —all king whose name was almost
in the Raipur Dist. C.P. unknown before the discovery of
the plates.

The Thakurdiya plates and seal "supply us with two new
names:—(I) Maha Pravararaja—the donor and (II) his father— Mana-
matra. To quote the legend on the seal;—

AT GAE, @ SraTien:
AR 6 Y- |
(Plate No. 4)

The legend on tho Gajalakshmi seal found with the partly
damaged Sripur plates of Mahasudevaraja, reads:—

qaa-aaaed. T fafge:

a9 e e Regamad ||
(Plate No. 5)

The above Sloka proves it beyond doubt that Jayaraja (Maha-
Jayaraja)'s father was gq@aR[g who is stated to be the grand father

of Mah®& Sudevargja, as the legend of the seal of the Khariyar charter
has.

AT @ AR S
siicgraer Rt s e, |
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From the above it is evident tha'c' TFATI had two sonsi—
(2) aFEE (R) AU | and waarg like his father had two sons
() WErEed () W TS|

The Thakurdiya charter records its issue from Sripur and
confirme the supposition that the Sarabhapur Family had connection
with the Mahd Kosala Kingdom, although the exact location and
identification of their capital, Sarabhapur still remains uncertain.

Dr. Sten Konow tried to identify it with Sarabhavaram in the
Godavari Dist. Rai Bahadur Dr. Hiralal considered it to be a new
name imposed on Sripur by the victor in honor of his vietory. I my-

“self press the claim of ‘Sarapgark’ in the Gangapur feudatory state.

The late Dr. Rajendralal Mitter was in favour of identifying
FOTR  With the present Sambalpur town (in Orissa) on the Mahanadi.

Tt is to he noted that not a single stone-gnscription of Sarabha-
pur kings has yet come to light.

Before concluding T reproduce the 1st four lines from the 1st
plate (2nd side) .

Line 1. g» g@pft & mﬂﬂm'wﬁﬂm
Line 2. e a2 gt ReRaRrfisee g
Line 3. s3gagdl A &: A AW AT g AT
Line 4. sfweToed T JEWRe oz iy Aty + +
(Refer to Plates T & II)
In form and style this c@;gl;tier ig similar to other oﬁarters of

this family except the proper names, of donor, donee, village and-
district. The village granted was gz in. FRWTEE, This grs may

be X, 10 miles’.t‘,ror"h. Sarangarh town ar}d ger may be the gy or
fwy village in the? me;‘state. i
‘hj,, - -

The dones wil oge & 7 T T of W et

It is to be noted that, the" .grgniess Wenydned in the records of the
Sarabhapur kings are all - gyrifjesae=thoggart attached to this paper

s R i
will clearly show along with :;’fher details.
T Plate No. 3,
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. The charters of the Sarabhapur Family supply no c]ug.to
" determine to what race the kings belonged and over what part' of
. India, they held sway. Like Mah& Siva Tivararaja (Somavamsi), they

don’t describe themselves as ¢ aﬁqmqﬁ " or like Mahabhavagupta
—88 QAWERE FENTAINRTT QWFafaaE: Bifvgifiafy, Itis, therefore,
dificult to say whether they ruled over maygigay or i or Ifr

and whether they were @-qaf(ﬁ’s or {{&q’{ﬁ’s. We are equally in the
dark about their ancestral home.

The Thakurdiya plates were made available to the Maha
Kosala Historical Society through the courtesy of Raja Bahadur
Jawahir Singh, Ruling Chief Sarangarh Feudatory State to whom our
gratitude is 'due. '
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