e

e

IR 2 XX\

§500

INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS

COMMISSION

AP A

A 0,
.
. Loy “?’19

“A RETROSPECT

Y- 194
4 »
[ 3
.y
e 4
; ,0‘\
» - :
- )
. S
. UBLISHED BY THE MANAGIR OF DUBIICATIONS, Driu,
l . : i BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDls Parss, CarcUTTa, bvbn,

IREN

2 e\ war

NAQre
N Yoo I °5



INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS
COMMISSION

A RETROSPECT

1919-1948

FusLisuep ey ThE MaNAGER oF Fuaucmows, Devi,
FRINTFD BY THE CoviramINT oF Inp1A Press, GALCUTTA, iNp1a,
1948,



“g . ! ; ')’HL\’L&
F. e

£ | N\,Q'*“

-

1 ,‘% ¢ List of Agents in India from whom
' ‘Government of India Publications are available

;\Bl!(_{’l”l'AB:\l)~]«}ng|ish Book Store,
AGRA—
English Book Depot, Taj Road.
India Army Book Depot, Dayalbagh.
National Book House, Jeomondi.
AHMEDABAD ~—~
Chandra Kant Chiman Lal Vora.
H. L. College-of Commerce Co-operative Store, Ltd
New Order Book Co.
AJMER —Banthiya & Co., Lted., Seation Road.
AKOLA-—Bakshi, Mr. M. G.
ALLAHABAD—
Central Book Depot, 44, Juhnstonganj,
Kitabistan, 17-A, City Road.
Ram Narain Lal, 1, Bank Road.
Superintendent, Printing and Stationery, {5, p,
BANGALORE —Messrs. 8. 8. Book Emporium
L1383, i, H, Extension, Brasavangudi P. Q.
BAREILLY—Aggarwal Brothers, .
BARODA—Hony. GeneralSecretary, Pratap Singha
College of Cominerce Co-operative Stores; Ltd.
BENARES —Student« I'riends Booksellers, Univer-
sity Gate.
BHANDARA (¢, P.)—S. 8. Dhara Shirkar.
BOMBAY—
Co-operator’s Book Depot, 9, Bakehouse Lane,
Frort,
Lakhani Book Depot, Bombay, 4.
New Book Co., Kitab Mahal, 138-90, Hornby Road,
Popular Book Depot, Grant Road,
safety Book Shop, Safety First Association of
Iudia, Fort.
Superintendent,  Govt. Printing &  Stationery,
Queen’s Road.
Taraporevala Sons & Co., Messrs, D, B,
Thacker & Co., Ltd.
Tripathi & Co., Messrs. N. M., Princess Street,
Kalbhadevi Road,
CALCUTTA—
Book Company.
Chatterjee « Co., 3, Bacharam Chatterjee Lane.
Pas Gupta & Co,, 54/3, College Street.
Hindu Library, 69-A, Balaram De Street.
Lahiri & Co., Ltd., Messrs, 8. K,
Newman & Co,, Ltd., Messes, W,
R. Cambray & (o, Kent House, P. 33, Mission
Row Exten<ion,
Roy Chowdhury & o, Messrs. N. M., 72, Harrison
Road. .
Sarear &Sons Massrs. M. 15, Collegre Square.,
sarkar & Sons Ltd,) Messrs. S, C., 1/1/1-C, College
Square.
Standard Law Book Society, 721-A, Hazra Lane,
Rash Behari Avenue P. O,
Thacker, Spink & Co. (1933), Ltd,
CAWNPORE -Advani & Co., The Mall.

I HYDERABAD.  (DECCAN)—Hyderabad Bc
Depot.

¢ JAIPUR CITY —

{ Garg Book (o, g

l Ramesh Book Depot, Treple Bazar.

JODHPUR —-Mr. Dwarkadas Rathi, Bookseliers.
JUBBULPORE -The ¢, P, Circnlating Library
Book Depot (Regd.), Ceeil Bast Street.,
KARACHI —~
Aero Stores,
Keal & Co.
Modern Book Depot.,
Wadhawa Bros,, Kutehary Road.
KARACHI (SADAR)—Manager, Sind Governme
Book Depot and Record Otliee.
LAHORY —
lmperial Publishing Co., 99, Railway Road.
Indian Law Agencies, Krishna Nagar. .
Kansil & Co,, Messrs. N, €. 9, Contmercial Buile
ings<, T'he Mall.
Law Book ¢oy., 5, Kacheri Road.
Mathotra & Co., Messrs. U, L., Post Box No. 94,
Minerva Book Shop, Anarkali Street.,
New Oxford Book Coy,
Punjab Religions Book Society.
Rama Krishna & Sous, Anarkali.
Reliunce Book stall.
.\'upvrinrmnlvm, Govt, Printing, Punjab,
Techoieal and Commereial Book Go,
University Book Agency, Kacheri Roud.
LYALLPUR —Propristor, The Lyall Book Depe
Circular Road.
],IT()I{N()\\Y-'Uppor India Publishing House Lid
Literature Palace, Aminnddauia Park.
MADRAS—
Higginbothams.
Superintendent, Govt, Press, Mount Road,
Varadachary & Co.,, Messrs. P,
NAGPUR—
Central Law House, Tilak Road.
Khot & Sons, Messrs. (. G, Nita Baldi,
Modi Lane,
Superintendent, Gove. Printing, Central Provinee
NEW DELHI-—-
Bhawnani & Sons, Connaught Place.
Jaina Book Agency, Connaught, Place.
Saraswati Book Depot, 15, Lady Hardinge Roa
PATNA—Superintendent, Government Printin
Bihar, P, 0. Gulzarbagh.
PATNA CITY -
Lakshmi Trading Co., Padri-ki-Haveli.
Raghunath Prasad & Sons.
PESHAWAR—
London Book Co. (India), Arbab Road.,
Manager, Govt. Printing & Stationery, N.-\W, I, |

PESHAWAR CANTT.—Faqir Chand Marwah,
CUTTACK—Press Ofticer, Orissa s(-mpm,x_
DEHRA DUN-—Jugal Kishore « (:)‘, alt Bookstall, Fergusson Colle;

il

DELHI— Aoy AR
Central Book Depot, Kashmere (ate.
Federal Law Depot, Kashmere Gage.
Frank Brothers, Chandni (Jh’nwl}?.
Imperial Book Depot and !’f*ss, Near Jama

Masjid (Machhliwalan). ~

Indian Army Book Depot, Daryaganj.
Jalna & Bros., Messrs. J, M.;Muri Gate.

bt

Metropolitan Book Co., FayZbazar, De'hi S LONG
Oxford Book and Stationety (‘0. 1&*\*1, o,

Young Man & Co. (Regd.), Egerton Road. SHLKOT (g
| SRINAGARSE
[ TRICHINOP(Y

DEVGAD BARIA—Joxhi, Mr. V. (i, News Apent
{via Piplod).
FEROZEPORE—Englsh Beghk Dgpot.

GWALIOR—Jain Bros., MesSy .., Surafa Road. '

‘o

E e,
“‘&; R YIS S

'q’ a1 Y i e Road.
1stade Bros,, Home Service 56, Rawiwar Pet|
?»ﬁ tafgnal Book Service, L0
QUETTA NN ndard Bookatall.

-Ray & Sons, Messes J 43, K

& L. Edwird® Road
ROORKEEZ prietor,  The  Cambridge  Bouo
Depot. <

rintendent, Assam Seeretaric

[-—Clitton & Co,
i Newsageney,
FORT  Krishiswami & o
akulam.
Watasubban, Mr. A Law Booksell

Messrx, 3,
v Hllll,ﬂl.l_l‘: .

L
W 4

PREFACE

The Indian Historical Records Commission, which.ho.lds
its Silver Jubilce Session this year, is the national orgamsation
of individuals and institutions .engaged in the study, upkeep
and preservation of records and historic.a] man'uscr.ipts. In tbe
pages which follow a sketch of its hlstory' is given from its
foundation down to the present day. It is hoped that t'hls
cketch will be useful not only to the present and succeeding
members of the Commission, to whom it is primarily addressed,
but also to all archivists and members of the public in gener'al.
A fair portion of the volume has been devoted to reviewing
the work of the National Archives of India. It is the largest
organised records repository in this country and i't naturally
attracted a good deal of attention from the Commission. ~ Any
review of the Commission would, therefore, be incomp.let::
i it did not include an account of the National Archives.

-f..‘
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INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION
A Retrospect

HE Indian Historical Records .Commission was set up

in March 1919 by a Resolution of the Government
of India. It celebrates its Silver Jubilee in December 1948.
The chronological discrepancy 1s easy to explain. During
the lean years (1931-36) of financial stringency and economic
slump it was in a state of suspended animation. A burdern
on the public exchequer, financially unproductive, the
Commission was a natural victim of retrenchment for the
official intellect is not too much obsessed with things of purely
cultural interest. But the last war taught the belligerents t
be more alert about their ** musty old files,”” and the future o
the Commission seems to be more assured to-day than it wa
eighteen years ago.

Official records have a tendency to accumulate and lon:
before professional historians  start peeping through th
barricade, the administrations concerned have to attend t
their housing and preservation and the comptlation of conventen
reference media. As early as 1861 the Government o
India appointed a Committee to report on their archives. ]
was under the auspices of this Committee that Talboy
Wheeler produced a most interesting report -replete wit
information of the widest interest. For technical guidaac:
however, the Government of India relied mainly. if not solely
on British experts and they were expected to follow the lea
of the British Government in their archival policy ; until 191¢
local talent was seldom exploited. The Government of Indi:
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however, proved more conserva
dealings with the non
had to cater to the
students from India.

o tive and less tolerant in their
-official investigators and the India Office
needs of an ever-increasing number of

In 1914 the second Report of the Royal

(S:l(;;nm\l;jt;)ln on Plgblic Records and a memorandum of Mr. (now
tham Foster of the. India Offic .

nee.d for reviewing the prevailing position and puersuisr:rezseu(ll]if trh;
i)oclll.cy with regard to the central and provincial recogrds ¥h€
ndia Office was obviously anxious that Indian student. hould
no ‘longer.be denied access to the raw mater  histoy
available in their own country and it found the role of -
permanent mentor inconvenient and irksome Th roé vern.
ment of India, on the other hand, were with'ou Committee
of experts to help them in dealing with
technical. '

Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Mitra
Secretary in the Department of Education.
half—hea.rt.ed suggestion that in ordinary tin;e
of archivists and historians might have been appointed. b
1917 was admittedly not a normal year. "l‘heppco"“t3 s
faced with grave difficulties. Sir Edward °]\‘;l“ rly an,
Secreta.ry to the Government of India ; ment of
Education, referred the question to Professor Ramsay Mui
who s'trongly recommended the appointment of a :}'t 'u“i
Maten.als. Commission with its headquarters at Delhi lio}l‘“;a'
.Commlsslon should include the Officer-in-Charge ;;f c;s
in eac!m (?f the British provinces, and also representativerecfor s
the principal Native States. Its chief executive fh ‘sh rolm
be a tramned historian and archivist brought out frt;)m CEL; -
:xh man stronger .(l venture to suggest) on the historical thaF:,e on
the archival side. The idea found favour with the

1als of history
t a Committee
subjects professedly
then an Assistant

made a halting and
s a small committee

n the Department of

3

Government of India and in due course received the blessings
of the Secretary of State and was finally implemented by
Resolution No. 77 (General) of 21 March 1919.*
The Government of India, the Resolution runs, ** feel
that in matters relating to records they should have at ther
o disposal a permanent body of expert
Constitution.  * juicers whose opinion would carry
weight with the Records Officers and the public. With such a
body at hand for advice, they are convinced that the methods
adopted would meet the real wants of genuine historical
students. They have accordingly decided to constitute an
‘ Indian Historical Records Commission * consisting of : —
1. The Secretary to the Government of India, Depart-
ment of Education, ex-officio President.
2. The Keeper of the Records of the Government of
India, ex-officio Secretary.
3. The Curator, Madras Record Office, ex-officio
member.
4. The Keeper of Records, Bengal, ex-officio member.
5. Professor Jadunath Sarkar, M.A., member.
6. The Ven'ble Archdeacon W. K. Firminger, M. A,
B.D., B.Litt., member.
7. Professor L. F. Rushbrook Williams, M.A., member.
8. Mr. B. K. Thakore, B.A., member. .
““ The ex-officio members will be permanent, but the rest
of the members will hold office for a period of three or hve
years. The headquarters of the Commission will be at Delhi
and it would ordinarily meet twice a year-—the routine work
between meetings being carried on by the Keeper of the Records
of the Government of India, Calcutta, as permanent Secretary

% See Appendix A.
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to the Commission. The duties of the Commission would be
of a purely consultative character; it would make enquiries
and recommendations regarding (i) the treatment of archives
for the purposes of historical study in all provinces of India
and in such Indian States as might seek their advice; (i) the
scale and plan on which the cataloguing, calendaring and
reprinting of each class of documents should be undertaken ;
(i) the sums required for encouraging research and publication
in respect of unpublished documents; (iv) the extent to which
and the manner in which documents should be open to
mspection by the public and (v) the training of Indian students
from the Universities m methods of historical research and the
selection of competent editors and assistants for the publication
of documents. The Government of India have also arranged
to place at the disposal of their Department of Education when
the financial conditions improve, a grant of money, the
distributton of which would be effected annually after consulta-
tion with the Commission."”
it should be noted that the Commission consisted entirely
of officiais, for Archdeacon Firminger received his salary from
the public revenues and Professor Rushbrook Williams had
accepted a paid job under the Government, that all but three
of the Bntish Indian provinces went unrepresented, for no more
* than two could boast of organised records offices and that the
. executive head of the newly-appointed Commission was not a
trained historian. A purely official body, unrepresentative
of the provmces and Indian States, the Commission was not
likely to imspire public confidence or to capture popular
imagmatron.
‘The Commission, thus constituted, held its first meeting
in camera at Simla on 19 and 20 June, 1919. It was

J
attended by members only, the only
non-member present being Rat Bahadur
|. M. Mitra, a paid servant of the Government of India. Fully
conscious of its isolation, the Commission decided to strengthen
itself by enlisting the co-operation of a few Indian States and
passed a resolution that Baroda, Gwalior and Indore might
be invited to appomt either a common representatlve or each

The first meeting.

a separate representative in successive years as a co-opted
member of the Commission. The proceedings do not explamn
why preference was given to those three States alone, for,
other States, big and small, were not without their archival
wealth. The Commission further recommended that, subject
to the approval of the Government of India, the revised rules
regulating the access of the public to the records might be
introduced in the Imperial Record Office and brought to the
notice of other ofhces. Its silence about financial grants was
significant.  Government servants were not going to make any
recommendation that might embarrass their employers. They
were not going to be inciscreet !

The second meeting of the Commission held at f.ahore in
January 1920 was attended by representatives of the Indore
and Baroda States, but Gwalior held aloof. Mr. D. Dewar,
Collector, Ghazipur, and Rai Bahadur B. A. Gupte, Curator
of the Victoria Memorial Hall, both of them public servaats,
were present as co-opted members. In 1929, two ladies were
co-opted as members of the Commission.

By the co-opted members did not bring new strength to
the Commission. They were nominated ad hoc for all too
transitory a term that expired with the particular session, and
they ordinarily failed to cultivate an enduring interest in the
work of the Commission.  Obviously, it was necessary to
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infuse fresh blood in the Commission and to associate Indian
scholars in a larger number with its activities, but the un-
representative governments and their nominees who were incapable
of bold reforms suggested only half-hearted measures. At its
sixth session at Madras the Commission rccommended the
appointment of a number of corresponding members from each
province. In furtherance of the same principle, all the
umversities of India were invited to send representatives to
the public meeting of the Commission in 1928 and delegates
from seven of them attended the Nagpur session in December
of that year. Since then, the university representatives have

been participating in the members’ meeting in ever-increasing
numbers.

At the beginning of 1940, after the Commission had been
in active existence for 20 vears, it was thought necessary to
take stock of its achievements and to
reform its constitution, should past
experience, present needs and future objectives sc¢ demand.
The Commission had indeed gained immense popularity. But
it was admitted that the measure of the Commission’s
popularity was not the measure of its success. No doubt, it
provided research scholars with a convenient platform where
their spokesmen ably pleaded their cause, but otherwise 1t was
not much of an effective force. Its recommendations did not
carry as much weight with the administrations concerned as
historians and archivists might wish. Much of the wgakness
of the Commission was obviously attributable to serious defects
1 its constitution.

The Commission started as a small body of officials. In
later years occasionally a non-official or two were nominated,

Reform of constitution.
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but the official element was sull pre-
Commission’s  draw-  Jominant. The Commission could not
backs. possibly achieve its main objectives
without non-official co-operation. It was, therefo.re, necessary
to invest it with a certain amount of representative character
and the corresponding members were expected to serve as a
useful link between the public on the one hand and the
Commission on the other. It was no fault of the corresponding
members if this fond expectation was not fulfilled. In the
first place, no scholar, however eminent,. could be enrolle@ a:
a corresponding member unless he was in t.he. good books o
the government of his province. The prov1n'c1al government,
however, had no initiative in the matter which lay with t.he
Secretary of the Commission. Secondly, the correspon({lmg
members were really ornamental figures without any spe_a'al ngbt
or privilege of their own. They could not even participate in
the deliberations of the Commission unless and until the crL}de
machinery of co-option was invoked in their favour. .Co-optlon
was confessedly indisciminate. Anybody who might come
forward to read a paper at the public meeting was, w1thout
exception, co-opted for the session. Thus the few historians
and archivists who formed the core of the Commission were
overwhelmingly out-numbered by co-opted non-experts who *
were not competent to deal with complex technical pr'oblems of
preservation and reference media. In 1940 the (3ha1rman h.ad
actually ruled that the Commission was not in a position to d'ec1de
upon the ‘comparative merits of two methods of repair. Thnfdly,
the corresponding members had at the beginning been appointed
for an indefinite period with the result that their membership
in many cases survived their usefulness. This shortcoming
was inaeed removed in 1929 when it was decided to limit
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the term of corresponding membership to a period of three
years only. But it did not completely shut out the idle and
the indifferent absentee.

The greatest source of the Commission’s weakness was
its unrepresentative character. The half-hearted device of
co-option had proved a failure. The
universities changed their delegates
from year to year. The provinces and the States might argue
with some semblance of justice that the recommendations of
the Commission need not be seriously treated as they were
bound to be based on insufficient information, for, the Cor-
mission could not have before it the provincial governments'
view-pomnt on a subject vitally concerning them. The session:
indeed had their spectacular attractions. Two members once
complained that it resembled more a social gathering than :
serious meeting of technical experts. Radical reforms wer
obviously called for.

The new constitution sought to convert the close preserv.
of nominated persons into a widely representative associatio
of historians and archivists and provide:
for three categories of members
ordinary, associate and corresponding. As before, th
nominees of the Government of India formed the active nucleus

Greatest weakness.

New constitution.

-but their number was reduced from eight (raised for a few

years to nine) to five, and the Keeper of the Records of the
Government of India continued to serve ex-officio as its chief
executive officer. The Hon'ble Education Member was to
be the ex-officio President. The provinces and the States were
given the right to send, if they were so inclined, their accredited
representatives to the Commission. They were to be classed as
ondinary members if the nominating governments had

9

organised central record offices of thewr own; otherwise they
fell under the category of associate members.  The umversities
and select learned associations were to be represented by
associate members of their own choice. ~ Members of all
categories were to serve for a uniform period of five years.
The number of corsesponding members was tc be hmited to a
maximum of forty at any one time and scholar: with published
works to their credit were alone to be selected n recogmtion
of their contribution to the historical literature of the country.
There was no difference under the proposed constitution
between the rights and privileges of the ordinary and associate
members, but the corresponding members could attend the
business meetings of the Commission by special invitation only.
Co-option was entirely to be done away with. To relieve
the Commission of some of its responsibilities, a Research and
Publication Committee was proposed to be appointed. lts
membership was limited to the ordinary and associate members
of the Commission. The Educational Adviser to the Govern-
ment of India was to be its ex-officio Chairman and the Keeper
of the Records its ex-officio Secretary.  While the Commission
met only once a year, the Committee was expected to meet
twice annually, one of its bi-annual sessions being held at Delhi.
It was also proposed to resuscitate the Standing Local Sub-
Committee as an adjunct to the Commussion. The Sub-
Committee had been appointed in 1923 by the Government
of Indiasto function as an advisory body to the Keeper of
Records and to make recommendations to the Government of
India. Except for the initial years, it was practically defunct and
the Government of India had found it necessary to reconstitute
‘t in November 1939. The Local Records Sub-Committee,

now proposed, was to consist of the Educational Commissioner
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vith the Government of India as ex-officio Chairman, the
Ceeper of the Records of the Government of India as ex-officio
Secretary and two other local members and was, like its pre-
decessor, ** to advise the Keeper of the Records of the
Government of India on such matters connected with the work
of the Government as might be referred to it.”’
The draft constitution was circulated among the ordinary
members, provincial governments and universities for criticism
and comment. But for one provincial government, two ordinary
members and one university, the principle underlying the new
constitution was approved on all hands, a response hardly
expected by its sponsors.  The new constitution came into effect
on 3 January 1942.% The five experts nominated by the
Government of India were :-—
1. Lt.-Col. H. BuLLock, 1.A., Deputy Judge-Advocate
General. ‘

2. Professor D. V. PoTpAR, B.A., Secretary, Bharata
Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala, Poona.

3. Professor MunAMmAD Hasis, B.A. (Oxon.),
Professor of History, Aligarh University.

4. Rao Saheb C. S. SrivvasAcHARI, M.A., Head of
the Department of History, Annamalai University.

‘ 5. Dr. R. C. Majumpar, M.A., Ph.D., Vice-

Chancellor, Dacca University.

Four. out of tl.le five nominees of the Government were
non-officials of var.led fexperience, representing different regions
and branches of historical learning. The political chang;s in
Augtl{:tt.l947 again re;lde'red a slight amendment of the
constitution necessary. : -
remained unaffected }i)ut tl:]e l'ts ‘gSPefal cutline the C(.)n?tltutlon

Jurisdiction of the Commission was

* See Appendix B.
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limited to the political boundary of the new Dominion of India.
The resolution of 1919 of the Government of India provided
for two meetings of the Commission every year but in actual

practice the sessions have been held

Public meeting and  pnyally.  The Commission has so far
exhibition.

held twenty-four sessions at different
provincial capitals, States headquarters and university towns.*
Of the eleven provinces of undivided India the Commission
failed to visit only three, Assam, Sind and Orissa but it should
be noted that prior to the secession of Burma it once met at
Rangoon. The first meeting of the Commission was held at
Simla, its agenda on that occasion being strictly limited to
business of a purely technical nature. But the necessity of
educating the public about its aims and objectives was soon
realised and arrangements were made (1920) for holding a
public meeting where papers of popular interest embodying
results of original investigations should be read and for organising
an exhibition of manuscripts and objects of historical interest.
As the public meeting was ordinarily inaugurated by the
exccutive head of the provincial administration or the ruler of
the inviting State it was largely attended by the elite of the
citv but the exhibition usually attracted a much larger number
of inquisitive visitors. On several occasions the exhibition had,
to be kept open longer than it was originally intended and 't
often brought to light old manuscripts whose importance was
previously unsuspected and whose existence even was unknown
to all But their owners. The Government of India had
originally made a liberal financial provision for the exhibition
but the grant was entirely withheld later, on grounds of economy.
Thanks, however, to the munificence and enthusiasm of the

# See Appendix C.
Xv1-2-2 2
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mviting States and the provinces, the exhibition still continues
t((> be a special feature of the Commission’s annua! meeting.
A succ.ession list of the ex-officio office-holders may not
be without interest *  Among the Presidents are several distin-
Exoficio office. gushed administrators and statesmen
holders. who may rightfully claim to have
played an important part in the history of our ancient land.
Qf the past Secretaries only one—Mr. A. F. Scholfield—
is still in the land of the living; may he be spared for many
years more to serve the University of Cambridge where he is
now employed ! The ex-officio President was at the same
time a source of strength and weakness. An officer of high
status and long experience, he was expected to serve as an
able and effective exponent of the Commission's views and to
. convert the Government of India, whenever necessary, to its
opinions but the Secretary to the Government of India in the
Department of Education was a busy official with heavy pre-
occupations and he could not always attend the annual session
of the Commission. [f the two initial years are excluded. only
th'rice did the ex-officio President,—Sir Henry Sharp in 1922,
Sir Frank Noyce in 1929 and Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai in
1938 find time to attend .the annual meeting. In the absence
(,of( the permanent President, the deliberations of the Commission
were generally conducted under the chairmanship of the
seniormost ordinary member. For four sessions, from 1923
to 1925, Sir Evan Cotton was, for all practical purposes, the
de-facto President and from 1926 till the reconstitution of the
Commission in 1940 Sir Jadunath Sarkar was called upon to
play that important role. Sir Evan unfortunately is no longer
with us. Of the foundation members, Sir Jadunath SarEar

* See Appendix D.
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and Professor L.. F. Rushbrook Williams are still actively
engaged in historical investigations. For whatever the
Commission may have achieved from its fifth to the seventeenth’
session, all credit naturally goes to Sir Evan Cotton and
Sir Jadunath Sarkar. It was they who influenced its early
policy and sketched its fist programme. The permanent
Presidents had no intimate personal contact with the Commission
over which they were supposed to preside. Thus the other
permanent official—the Secretary—became the real link
between the Commission and the Government. It was he who
apprised the Government of the sentiments of the Commussion
on any question of outstanding importance and acted as the
spokesman of the Government in the business meetings of
the Commission. The Secretary and the seniormost ordinary
member worked in uninterrupted harmony and the administra-
tive machinery of the Commission was run smoothly without
any hitch.
The ordinary members* were not indifferent to therr new
responsibilities. Everyone of course could not be expected
Ordinary members. to work with equz‘il zest : but Professor
Rushbrook Williams and Professor
R. B. Ramshotham placed their time and learning unsparingly
at the disposal of the [mperial Record Department and
contributed not a little to the improvement of its administration
during their brief association with the Commission. The
late Professor Henry Dodwell, then Curator of the Madras
Records Office, prepared a small monograph under the first
publication scheme. The late Professor S. K. Aiyangar
returned again and again with characteristic zeal and persistence
to the vexed problem of providing a proper key to that vast

* See Appendix E.
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store-house of knowledge—the oriental manuscripts collected
by Col. Colin Mackenzie.

Tq t.his brief survey of the origin and progress of the
Commission may be conveniently added a short estimate of
Aims and  achiove. K//[hat it attem.pted and what it achieved.

ments. any of its early efforts proved
ineffective, though they did deserve
better results. At the very first session a resolution sought
to draw the attention of the provincial governments to the
urgent need of concentrating district records. The district
record rooms were usually in charge of ill-paid ministerial
ofﬁcsers absolutely innocent of the elementary principles of
arc_hlves-keeping; the conditions of storage were seldom
satlsf.actory and even when a new building was provided for
housing the records, the general design and equipment left
much to be desired. In many cases old records had been
Teduced to pulp by ravaging insects, and the deleterious elements
in the climate had caused permanent damage Loth to the paper
and . the wnting. Yet these records were not withgut
con51d<?rable historical and  philological ~interest.  The
resolutlo'n was addressed to the governments of Bengal, Bihar
and Onssa in particular and to all provincial goverr’lments
except Madras and Bombay, in general. Twelve years late’r
(1930), the problem was again discussed by the Commission
at Patna, but the resolution still remains unimplemented.

The first resolution of the first session desired to draw the
attention of the government of Bombay to the nesd for the
appointment of a whole-time expert officer to take charge of the
central records office at Bombay. It was left to the present'
Congr?ss government to implement this resolution, the urgency
of which was beyond question, after an interval of nine and
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twenty years. But if Bombay has been slow, other provinces
have not been more alert. Records once damaged are lost
for ever and prevention is always better than cure. Archivists,’
therefore, give precedence to preventive measures over those
of rehabilitation. The Commission repeatedly urged upon the
provinces the need of organising central record offices with
a view to providing optimum conditions for their old papers.
But their expostulations failed to evoke the response that
had been hoped for. The Government of the North-West
Frontier Province alone, and that as late as 1946, organised
a central records office with a trained archivist at its head.
Here also the belated action of the provincial administration
might have proved of little avail, had not the foresight of the
central administration rescued the records condemned by the
local authorities from their impending doom. Undivided
Punjab had been content with a part-time Keeper of Records
who had custody of their historical records alone, housed 1n a
Mughal tomb; the authorities concerned were obviously not
alive to the symbolical irony of the situation. United
Provinces, Central Provinces, Assam, Bihar and Orissa are
still without organised central records offices. If the provinces
were unresponsive, the Indian States could not be expected
to be more amenable to the influence of the Commission. ~ Many
of them have a much richer store of records dating back to the
Mughal days but few had taken the elementary precaution
of providing them with proper repositories and fewer permitted
the inquisitive students to pry into their closely guarded secrets.
The fact is that the country was not record-minded but even
if it had been otherwise, the Commission, when frustrated in
its object, was not in a position to appeal to the public at
large against the government of the day.

>
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But if the balance-sheet is honestly drawn, it will be found
that the credit side has not been altogether blank. It is
entirel)./ due to the efforts of the
et of .Con?mxssion that. the re?'carch students™

g access to the historical records in official custody was
ﬁrst. recogmised and subsequently maintained and reinforced.
This was no small achievement when we remember that a
strong and influential element in the provinces and at the centre
deﬁmtel.y held that the throwing open of records could not
Put prejudice the best interests of the State. The rules were
ll"ldeed vague and ambiguous; the Keeper of Records was at
liberty to refuse at his discretion any application for a;dmission
to.t!)e record room and he had to refer to the departments of
ongin before anyone was allowed to examine certain categories
of recor.ds. In practice the research student was perrﬁitted
to examine the manuscript index only and he was supplicd with
!hat part of the document alone which contained the patticular
information 'he sought. But this was a notable improvement
on t‘he previous practice which denied access to all but the
specially faYoured. There is reason to believe that even this
small gr.udgmg concession was made because the derﬁands of
the. 'lndlan Historical Records Commission had been long
imtlmpat'ed by a similar request from the Secretary of State
Tor ln.dla. The conservative element, however, could not
reconcile themselves even to this small measure of’ halting and
half—!:ear.ted reform and waited for a suitable opportun;ty of
Emdomg it. The opportunity came when the Comlmission was
mn practical suspension in 1937. The old rules were not
amended but a number of fees were imposed \..vhic}; were
undoubtedly deterrent in their effect. The research students
had to pay an inspection fee of Rs. 5/-, an examination fee of

Access to records.
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Rs. 2/- per ten typed foolscap pages of transcript with a
minimum of Rs. 15/- and the typing charges—all excerpts
were required to be submitted in typescript—were regarded. as
prohibitive, for the ofhicial rate far exceeded the rate current
in the market. Research students are proverbially people
of limited means. The new rules proved vexatious in inany
other ways also. The excerpts submitted by the students were
scrutinised by Secretariat assistants and superintendents without
any historical training and 1mportant passages were often
needlessly expunged. Months elapsed before the excerpts
were finally released and this unintelhgent interference with
historical investigation was rightly resented. There 1s reason
to believe that the authors of these impositions weie not
altogether unaware of the probable repercussions. Taxes on
learning are cverywhere unpopular and when the Commission
met at Lahore in December 1937 after a long interval of
enforced hibernation it recorded an emphatic protest agamst
this unwarranted retrogression. The Government made some
tardy concessions but the Commission returned to the charge
the next year at Poona. In 1939 the whole position was
reviewed and the Government decided to throw open all their
non-current and non-confidential records to bona fide research
students. Two questions had to be considered in this
connection : What records were to be treated as non-cureht
and who were to be considered as bona fide research students?
Formerly research students were entitled to examine pre-Mutiny
records alone, all the records of the Company period being
classed as such irrespective of their dates. The Government
decided to take a more liberal view of things and authorised
their Keeper of Records to announce at the inaugural meeting
of the 16th Session at Calcutta that henceforth bona fide rescach
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students would be entitled to have access to all papers up to
]880.. .In 1940 it was decided that members of the
Commission, University Professors and Readers and all persons
recommended by the Head of a University Department
shou].d be treated as hona fide research students. The
definition may appear to be narrow at first sight and may not be
free. from o")vious inconsistencies but the rule has been
adml.mstert.:d n a spirit of hberality that left little room for
genumne grievance.  This was certail'ﬂy one of the most notable
achievements of the Commission. Its powerful and persistent
ad.vc?cacy at last gained for the Indian students the longed-for
privilege of access to the official records of their count;y as a
matter'of right, and, though the right was not absolutc or
unqualified, its recognition was hailed as a great tn'iurr;ph~
The QOvernment, on the other hand, can claim the credit of
Foncedmg f.ar more than had hitherto been demanded and
instead of limiting their permission to the pre-Mutiny records
boldly extended it to documents of even more recent origir;
?hat might refer to living persons and questions of current
mterest. It must not be supposed that no one was on any
account to be permitted to examine records of a later date.
While the Keeper of Records could, at his own discretion
sppp]y any record of the period specified above to a bona ﬁdf;
student, for release of documents of a subsequent date, the
leave of the Department of origin had to be obtained a;ld it
shO}lld be noted that such leave was not always refused. Mean-
whlle. the ;ommission has been pressing for further extension of
the. hme-!lmit. and it has been suggested that the death of
Queen Vlctoz'xa may serve as a convenient line of demarcation.

The decision of the Government of India was readily
accepted by His Excellency the Crown Representative and
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the new rules were put into force in the Residency Records
Offices as well. They naturally applied to central records 1n
provincial custody but were not binding on the provinces and
different practices prevailed in different regions.

Free access to official records could not be an end in itself.

One of the principal objectives of the Commission was to
train Indian students in scientific

Provision ‘j. reference  athods of historical investigation and
med: Resolution 77 of 21 March, 1919,

contemplated ** removing, so far as possible, existing obstacles

to research.’”” Absence of proper facilities does in many
cases operate as a practical impediment and it was widely
recognised that adequate reference media should be available
before Indian students could fully exploit the opportunities
inherent in the policy of granting access to the archives.  The
Royal Commission on Public Records had carefully examined
the relative merits and demerits of calendars and press-lists
then in vogue and deliberately gave their verdict against both.
The Government of India in their resolution, referred to above,
had expressed themselves in favour of descriptive lists of
records to be supplemented by ‘handbooks.  They also
acknowledged the need for new record publications and
reprints of old publications. Several provinces had already
anticipated this recommendation. The Commission at its fust’
session recommended that handbooks should be prepared on
the lines indicated by Messrs. Scholfield and Dodwell in a
joint notg and it was also resolved ** that the Government of
India be requested to ascertain from the Government of Bombay
their views on the proposal of a Source-book on Mabhratta
History during the 17th and 18th centuries and the possibility
of obtaining pecuniary contributions towards the expenses of
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gsi] publlca.tion from the University of Bombav and from the
b()(;Jirata ]élhaSbSamshc')dha-k Mz.indala of Poona and other local
b Bes al:r)x pu lls-spmted individuals.  Should the Giovernment
o l:;r;azﬁcc;}r:snﬁer t};(e c§)r0posal a likely one the Government
G g;t Rz as]/e to contnbute to the production of
be i Enciin am.i h- lad page. The Source-book should
origiml e 2 should * contain Enghsh .translations of
e Cocume » summaries, etc. This long-winded
o uton w 1; Bleft the .determmatlon of
oo prive:tte oinsti(:umt::an);. ;t;dlmptlemf::ntati.on to diverse public

F . its hnancing to the é

ifr?:l]:::tmtn had ll)etter suceess than muldgbe cxpecte((ie?rtc:;:
et ?Oic:tl:d.t n S.ue course a small volume was produced
RE Patwardha;czr.s llpgof Profe.sso‘rs .H. G. Rawlinson and
i ]ncompletemas ti?) l::b ;t ll?lted itself to the carliest
his 1cation its 1 ance
::}z::n?l:tubc toc;) l{nuc:h empl.'la.sisecl as it fo\r\:::(':l N
SUBsequ:t];;u tlhc:tlchor:;tmtleg of the Bombay Government.

. ay G
;\r/[nporta'nt series of record)s/ pul(;lvizrant;zz: E:xouﬁt:;e 0:1; :W‘;
ly;r:t:: Zic;orisl .relafmg to the Peshwa period had long Si)efﬂ
any‘predse kno:j]rz;:;n ag)ﬂj:ethat' Poona. F e:l~ students had
. s err conlents and there was an
br:s:stfiz; dienr:n;x;dt. got 0(;1]}' from the scholars from Maharashtra
S osu?d ts)tu elr:ts from other provinces as well, that
A documente ta den ]:or the better preservation of thesc
e documen s and that bona fide students should be
e o paestict access to them under such conditions as
o 45y | xntegn‘t;v mlght' warrant.  Between 1930 and
, volumes of ** Selections from the Peshwa Daftar '

were 1
published and no less than 11 volumes of another series

the policy to the

an earnest of
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viz., ** Selections from Residency Records of Poona ' saw

the light between 1936 and 1943. The second senes has not

yet been completed.

The Government of India started their new record
publications with some select educational documents.  Prior to
.the appointment of the Commission, the

New rei.‘"d publica-  Jyperial Record Department  had

rons: planned the calendaring in English ot
the very valuable Persian Correspondence in its custody and
had already published three stout volumes of such calendars.
In the early days the East India Company carried on their
diplomatic correspondence with the Indian princes in Persian.
It was the court language of those days and had gained wide
currency among the educated people in India. With the
spread of English education, however, the study of Persian
language and literature steadily declined and it is now understood
only by a gradually decreasing number of scholars. The
peculiarity of the script proves a handicap even to those who
are fairly familiar with the tongue. It was, therefore, felt
that despite the obvious shortcomings of calendars this series
would prove of exceptional value to the majority of Indian
students to whom the originals will for ever remain a sealed
book. Besides the Persian Correspondence, the Government
of India were fully aware of the necessity of printing other
records series either in extenso or in selections. The need of
reprinting old publications was not ruled out either. In fact,
the Government of India had to their credit an important series
of records publications prepared by their first Records Officer.,
Sir George Forrest, which date back to 1890 and the utility

of which had been widely recognised by universities in India
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and England.  For the time being, however, the Commissiot
did not recommend any fresh undertaking of this nature.

‘In pursuance of the directives given by the Commission,
handbooks were published by the Imperial Record Department

Pablication of hand. fn 1925, Bombay 1:n.|921 and ‘Madras
books and indexer m 1936. Press-listing was given up
for good but the question of preparing

more adequate reference media remained unsettled until 1940.
* In that year the Commission unanimously expressed itself in
favour of compiling exhaustive indexes to each series, with
glossaries for archaic words. An index prepared on proper
ll'nes has obvious advantages over both calendars and press-
lists. In the opinion of the Royal Commission on Public
Records, ** calendaring is a process too slow, too elaborate and
too costly to be applied to modern State Papers or to
departmental papers in general.””  Press-lists, on the other
hand, may fall far too short of the requirements of research
?tudents. Moreover, the value of calendars and press-lists
is bound to vary according to the intellectual equinment of
?ht? persons employed, and standardisation of the ;echnique
is 1m;?ossible to achieve.  All these pitfalls may be avoided in
indexing under proper supervision. A few months’ training
may enable the indexing staff to master all the necessary
defails of their science and a fairly uniform standard
may b'e.ensured provided the staff is not too large for a single
supervising officer.  No research student can depend entirely
on calendars, however exhaustive, and must ultimately ¢o to
the original sources. An infallible key to those sources is
thercfore., of greater use to him than anything else. Ar;
alpha.betlcal index, properly compiled, tells him briefly all that
the might wish to learn about the contents of a particular record

of work
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series. Before the Commission came to a definite decision
two volumes of indexes were prepared by the Imperial Record
Department for its examination and the work 1s now being
continued in the National Archives of India on a larger scale.
The resolution was passed with one dissentient voice pnly and
Madras was deliberately excluded from its operation, that
province having preferred to go on with 1ts calendanng
programme.

The Government had suggested in their Resolution No. 77
that the financial responsibility of future records publications

may 1n certain cases fall entirely on the
Five-year  publication

programme central administration, in other cases on

private institutions and in some cases
private institutions may be helped by the Government with
suitable subventions. The need for new records publications
was thus early recognised and the principle of financing them
from public funds was unreservedly accepted, but the
Commission did not apply itself to the task of formulating a
publication programme for the Central Government till 1942.
In that year a five-year publication scheme* was prepared and
accepted by the Government of India. The CGovernment
accepted the entire financial responsibility of publishing twentv-
onc volumes of their early records and five volumes of
misccllaneous publications.  While the first twenty-one volumes
were to be edited by scholars in university emplovment or
private service selected by the Commission, under the general
supersision of the Director of Archives, the editing of the
second croup was the sole responsibility of that officer. Jt
was further decided that records n oriental languages should
be published by universities and learned institutions at their

* See Appendix F.
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owWn ex icati

o p::;:?;; imTi)e five-year publication programme has only
e thep eme'nted. Be.tter progress might have been
Thace but for th SC:{/C:-)( of printing paper and other difficulties
e the.co 1e the five-year programme was being
compleled, the tWemtmlsuon prepared another programme to
e b C‘n y years. The s:.econd scheme has been
roiepted by the ¢ ovErnm.ent of India in principle and it is
Sistacory havo e bt at in thls. respect the efforts of the
universities and leearneflel::ocie I:FhUSl?Stllca'”y N
?}?ive:-iﬁe-s 1permitted their :rr::To;eesnf;a;)arNOt e

e editoria ]
o orial. ;\gﬁlkt, bl;t tgey have in several cases undertaken the
entire e y of editing and publishing several volumes of
ular records and select correspondence in English.

Nor was th N s

e Commission ¢ :
: . ontent with mere sl
resolutions and making recommendations ly passing

ticipate actively in

oo ‘ .ln a country with
Salvage, of manuseipts ndia’s hoary antiquity a huge mass of

in private custody. hlston‘cal manuscripts was hound to lie
umnoticed and uncared for in privat;
€rs m many cases had neither the
e necessary knowledge to provide for

e an Rreser\.’atlon. but in such cases individual
ether intentional or otherw

cause nation .
historical m:lluf:srs'.t The (;ommxssmn, therefore, decided that
light and, where nls 8 In private custody must be brought to
must b organisedcess.a;‘y, salvagefl and a country-wide survey
crucial years of Wlth that bject in view. During the
governments were tw o fowever, th.e central and provincial
any money or men ‘;0 pre-occupied with military efforts to spare
70 delay. Tom fm]r dsuch a survey, but the task would brook
of old manuscripts, nrrespective of their literary

ownership. The own
requisite means nor th
their safe storage and

delinquency, :
15¢, was bound to
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or historical value, were being repulped in order to meet the
prevailing paper scarcity. In other belligerent countries private
enterprise had been enlisted to prevent any irreparable cultural
loss due to indiscriminate repulping. In India, however, the
Commission was the only organised party interested in preventing
such disasters. It requested the provincial governments to
appoint regional survey committees but the only province to
treat the recommendation with any seriousness was undivided
Punjab. Nothing daunted, the Commission appointed its own
ad hoc Survey Committees. These Survey Committees were
seriously handicapped by lack of funds. At last the
Government of India sanctioned a small grant (Rs. 6,500/-)
in August 1946, which was subsequently slightly enhanced.
It is no wonder that the Regional Survey Committees have
nothing spectacular to the credit.  They carried on a useful
propaganda n support of their cause and have been responsible
for a few discoveries and some preventive work.  Although
peace has long been established, the ad hoc Regional Survey
Committees still remain alone in the field: but small as their
success has been, it must not be forgotten that but for their
exertion the casualties might have been far heavier indeed.
Even when the official machinery is set in motion, unofficial
enthusiasm will have to be largely invoked if the Committees
are to accomplish their allotted task. -
If the Commission was interested in the preservation of
records in private and official custody, it could not afford to
. ignore the lack of trained archivists in
PUthsL’so".o‘:fmz? archi-  the country and the appalling ignorance
] ' about the geneial principles of
rehabilitation. The Government themselves in their Resolution

No. F. 92.9/40-E of 16 September 1941 had admitted the
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need for training a small number of private students as well
as records office employees from the provinces, Residencies
and States at the Imperial Record Department each yecar.
The reconstituted Commission, at its very first session at Mysore
(January 1942), urged the necessity of publishing a quarterly
or bi-annual archives journal, with a view to disseminating the
extant knowledge of the science of preservation and administra-
tion of archives. [t was intended to serve as a medium of
instruction for laymen interested in the subject. The
Government of India readily accepted the recommendation, but
its implementation had to be postponed for the time being.
The reconstituted Commission was also anxious to have
more precise knowledge about the provincial and the States
records. The Commission’s recom-
mendations were not mandatory and
the provinces and the States were not
bound to furnish any information about their archives, but for
some time past they had been evincing a keen desire for
mutual co-operation and the technical services of the Keeper of
the Records of the Government of India, ex-officio Sectetary
of the Commission, had been sought by some of them more than
once. In 1940 the Government of Bombay invited him to
inspect and report on the old records housed in the Alienation
Office at Poona and to advise them as to the best methods of
preserving these valuable documents. In 1942 the Mysore
Goverm{nent similarly requested the Secretary to mspect their
Secretariat Record Room at Bangalore and prepare a
c.omprehensive scheme of reorganisation on the most up-to -date
lm.es. At the instance of the Local Records Sub-Committee
His Excellency the Crown Representative deputed the same
officer to report on the Crown records and the precautionary

Technical advice sought
from Secretary.

s
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measures adopted for their protection against accidents of war
in the then threatened provinces of Assam, Bengal, Orissa
and Madras. While at Shillong, the Government of India’s
Keeper of Records was asked by the Chief Secretary to the
Government of Assam to visit the provincial records office and
to suggest improvements on the existing system, if necessary.
Later a questionnaire was circulated with a view to eliciting
all relevant information about the records offices in the States
and the provinces. The answers were quite 1lluminating but
not altogether free from inaccuracy in all cases. The
Commission simply emphasised the growing practice of the
past few years when, by the 10th resoluticn of the Udaipur
session {December 1944), it authorised its Secretary * to
work as the agent of the Commission in a general way and to
persuade the provinces and the States to take such steps as may
improve the prevailing archives arrangement if 1t 1s not quite
up to date and to report to the Commission such fresh action
as the provinces and the States may take fiom tine to time.”’
Next year it went a step further and stated (in confirming the
recommendation of the l.ocal Records Sub-Committee) that
** this Commission 1s of opinion that it is desirable that the
Director of Axchives (as the Keeper of Records is now
designated) should visit each province once in three years and
submit a report to the Government of India and to the Indian
Historical Records Commission on the state of preservation in
which the old historical records may be found with such
sugpestions as may lead to improvement on the existing state
of things.”” The resolution has met with the general
approval of the States and the provinces with one dissentient
only. No better evidence of the new spirit of co-operation
could be expected. The provinces and the States found
Xvi-2-2 3
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n'ot?nng improper in the natural inquisitiveness of the Commission
}v!nch was inspired by the best of motives, nor did they treat
this as an unwarranted encroachment into their private sphere
on the part of an outside body, for they had their accredited
representatives on the Commission. On the contrary, some
S;ates and Residencies exploited this recommendation to their
advantage and utilised the services of the Director of Archives
when he happened to be in the neighbourhood on official duty.
The nominee of the dissenting province, however, did not
attend either of these sessions and had no opportunity -of
ascertaining the views of other members.

It is also to be noted that the new constitution had inspired
the members of the Commission with a remarkable degree of
confidence and sense of responsibility. No longer were things
of vital interest left to the Secretary’s initiative. Prior to 1942 .
most of the resolutions were sponsored by the Secrctary and
his staff and individual members seldom came forward with
proposals of their own. Since then, the Secretariat has
gradually retreated within its proper limits and for the las
six years the members have been responsible for most of the
resolutions on the agenda. Nor has the Chair vetoed or
guillotined discussion on any subject. The Comunission, in
brief, does not lend its name to any recommendation which it
cannot legitimately call its own. Consequently, the great
majority of its recommendations has been accepted by the
G o I oo i i, b

exce e mainly to financial
considerations. S ' ‘
beer:rht?\ég‘r:%:)zif\;;;}:le‘i:e(r:cc:r:st:fxcg]oe CgmmiSSion’ o 'has

_ , n Scheme for Archives
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Offices in India.*  Although the principles enunciated

there hold good for all archives
Post-war }:"w"’tmc'im offices, the scheme was specially meant.

scheme: for the National Archives, because the
Commission has reason to be specially interested in its
development. For one thing, the Naticnal Archives bas served
as its Secretariat from the very inception of the Commission,
for another, the Central Government has proved more amenable
to the Commission's influence and persuasion than the provincial
administrations.  The Post-War Reconstruction Scheme covers
practically all the legitimate spheres of the activity of the
National Archives. It is not possible to deal with all the
recommendations here but the main objectives bricfly stated are :
(i) to bring the preservation section of the National Archives
in line with those of the records offices in the most progressive
countrics of the world and (i) to convert it into the greatest
centre of historical investication in India. The inihative 1n
framing the scheme was taken by the Research and Publication
Committee. At its fourth sitting on 3 March 1944,
indicated the improvements it would like the Government
of India to introduce, and the report prepared under its direction
was later unanimously accepted by the Indian Historical
Records Commission at its Udaipur Session in December 1944.
The fate of the scheme remained uncertan for a while, for
it was apprehended that the financial and other difficulties
caused by the War might seriously affect the Government's
decision and the scheme might be pigeonholed for an indefinite
period. But luckily the Govemment of India decided to
accept it immediately in principle, the question of priority
beino left for the future. It must be a matter of oreat
* See Appendix G.
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satlffactlon to the Commission that free India has not put 1ts
.:)hIOJCCt of cul.tural advancement into cold storage in spite of

e !lnore pressing needs of material progress.
mav :min‘;’::] 3‘;’0‘;"&'}"“)’ admitted t!'lat these recommendations
son,le. of the rOVie~ eall;ted support mn every province. In fact,
their recordspoﬂ-'. nces .ahve not the .whc;rewithal for providing
Commission didces with costly s-cuennﬁc equipment. The
recommended that mt)ltx ek i in.convvenient fact anc
Archives should b e technical services of the National
brovince her been e e_xtelnded to smaller institutions. One
methods of T particu arly averse to some of the scientific
oo reparr recommended by the Commission. The

Om.mls.smn approached the question with .
a scientific spint.
authoritative opinio
was guided solely

an open mind and n
It was not inclined to be influenced by
n prevailing in any particular country, but
by the logic of facts as verified in science

laboratori

es. .

experimental t::t}? thCOmmxsslon gave far more weicht to
an to ob.e : .. g

apprehension. Jections arising from untested

The .Commission may have deviatc
practice n recommending that attem t‘.
acquire onginal historical records i‘np
country and microfilm co
publications relatin
the manuscripts indp
provenance was left
ob.vious. When valu
being recklessly dest

‘d from the orthodox
s should be made to
‘ private cuctody in the
Pies of all manuscripts and rare
t'o India from ahroad. With recard ic
nvate custody the important question of
out of consideration but the reason it
riblz recor.ds and other manuscrints are
i yed or inconsiderately exported, the
ot o e oy o e oo
evidential valy “C-dt ere .wnll be. time enough for testing: thei

. € and tracing their past movements. In any
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case, they will not be classed as official archives although they
may, for the sake of convenience, be placed in official custody.
It is also true that it is not ordinarily the business of an archives
office to go for rare publications, either in original or n
authentic duplicates, but India is a poor country and during
the last two centuries her old records and historical manuscripts
have been widely dispersed.  Since the throwing open of the
records for study a steadily increasing number of students have
been coming to the National Archives in search of research
materials. They cannot derive the maximum benefit from their
labour unless they have a good reference library close at hand.
Nor can many of them afford to go to archives offices overseas
to supplement their work in the National Archives of India.
A cood microfilm library will have to be built up and that n
the near future in order to cater to the needs of our young
intellectuals. Concentration and unified supervision will
inevitably lead to economy so essential to India at the present
stage of her economic development. A young country
strugaling for progress cannot always afford to be strictly
orthodox and punctiliously correct.

With this ambitious but not impracticable reconstruction
scheme, India will naturally have to go slow. But the
Commission will patiently watch and wait. It has been its
privilege to define the ideal while the country was yet under”
alien rule: it expects greater sympathy, more understanding
and closer co-operation from free India, for its sole aim 15 to
foster the spirit of research in this country, to remove the existing
obstacles to research and to preserve for posterity its rightful
heritage—the documentary records of the country’s past. No
country can to-day pursue a solitary track of its own and in
her archival work, India, a latecomer in the field, will warmly
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welcome co-operation from others. Such co-operation has i
the past been abundantly forthcoming from far-off lands with
widely different cultures and traditions. For, in the pursuit
of knowledge and truth there is no difference of race, colow
cjmd creed.  Individual wisdom may, however, sometimes come
mto conflict with collective experience and unanimity may not
&lways. be possible to attain. But so long as the Cormuaission
works in a spirit of serv’ ‘2 to the country it will derive strongth
even from apparent lack of harmony, for unanimity is not

condu.cwe to the progress of science and truth cannot be
established by majority votes. '

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA
An Account of Fifty-seven Years

'I‘HE Imperial  Record [epartment {recently renawmed

the National Archives of India) came into existence in
1891. Prior to that, every department of the Government of
India used to look after its own records and no uniform policy
of archives administration could be either evolved or pursued.
That does not mean that the Govermnment of India were not
alive to the importance of their official records.

Curiously enough the necessity of concentration was not
brought home to the authorities concerned until destruction of
useless records became imperative. Records had accumulated
quite beyond the storing resources of the Government and in
1860 Sandeman, the Civil Auditor, pointed out that routin
records of minor interest must be weeded out. At the same
time he observed that ** the benefit of the proposed destruction
... would not be fully obtained without the substitution of
one' Grand Central Archive for the existing record rooms
attached to each office for the purpose of transferring to it for
safe preservation all records that might be of value-—the offices
concerned only in keeping such records as would be required
for curgent use.’

Weeding to be followed by concentration of non-current
records under a single unified custody demanded their sorting
and evaluation. A Record Committee was therefore

(33 )
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constituted in Calcutta in 1861 for the purpase of superintending

Record Committee the scheme for the. destructio.n

" of all useless records in the public

ofices. The Committee in a memorandum  submitted
on 20 December 1862, after observing that * the greater
portion of the papers had long since passed from
practical official usefulness into that of purely historical and
statistical interest,” advocated that ** such of the original
documents as seem to be of any permanent interest in place of

being scattered, as at present, over all Calcutta, should be
preserved in a single muniment room.”’

met with the approval of

the stage of

This recommendation
the Government of India, but in

August 1863, the President of the Record Comnmittee,
Mr. Seton Carr, abandoned the plan of a central record
repository and advised the retention by the Secretariat Offices
of their records in bulk. The Government accepted this
proposal with the concurrence of the Secretary of State

though, in his letter dated 12 October 1865, Sir Charles

Wood pointed out the necessity of a central

In 1869 the Committee became moribu
purposes with the appointment of jts Sec
Wheeler, to the British Burma Commission but the question of
concentrating historical records in a central office was kept
ulive by Professor G. W. Forrest. In 1889 he was placed
by the Government of India on special duty to examine the
records of the Foreign Office.  In his report dated 17 August
of that year he deplored that ** the Government of India
does not possess what the smallest State in Germany has, an
Imperial Record Office, in which the ancient records of the

State are arranged, calendared and catalogued on scientific
principles.”’  After pointing  out

muniment room.
nd for all practical
retary, ]. Talboys

how ** ignorant and
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damp and white ants have led' tloag;z
destruction of many documents " and ho.w mkzsth:i :rious
muniments were fast Totting away in the archives 3 reiatinﬂ o
departments, he recommended thfat all the rechor lsd o n‘;Cd
the administration of the East India Company shou H
I e central records office. ) ‘
i or)nllls was the guestion of the eStabl;SthemH(t)}fl am;enn‘:::l
records office again hrought to the frc‘)nt. \/bl :J? ah ) uﬁrgcncy -
of the Governor-General's Council recogmse : ttb-ccc‘n’ds they
preservation and systematic arrangement of anlclf.’IT ltion ‘ i
could not agree abo‘;t theitr ]u“:::(;: oﬂ(i:Ztll[)]:t a ;ninority

atority was in favour of a central re f
(r)nf i(\)«/oyheld a contrary view. Eventually theSG:)VC(rB":::t:h
India decided to approach the Scicr'etaf)’ of lta eMr Forrest
dated 11 February 1891) for permission to empioy .\m .Of e
as Officer-in-Charge of the Records of the Govfer;llm:‘:J T
for the examination of the old records of each o ht CQ;T}:C e
and the cataloguing and a”?n.gement ° ltl'i)re;r m place
satisfactory plan and for orgamising a centra h1 uzstion )
of the different departmental libraries. On the qthou(Jh e
centeal records offce the Gowt:'mm?ft :'r(::jectia?t build?ng for

i template construction o . .
:;jh na(;t O(‘;‘i’:e' tl?ey would possibly find it expejlctnt tioi?gzs‘:
the old records in a central records office and to p
permanent staff for their custody and study. 1 the necessary
sanctions(dated 10 Marc?)f‘}fz?:_)i:.“Charg;z of the Records ol

G. W. Forrest. the Government of lnt?ia with eﬂe(;:

from 11 March 1821. The work of transferring the recorc

of the Home Department and the crganisation of the library

indifferent custodians,
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began on 11 May and was completed by 19 June. Gradually
tecords of other offices also were deposited in the Impcrial
Record Department which was located in the new Imperial
Secretariat building opposite the Government House at Calcutta.

The Imperial Record Department was fortunate in its first
Officer-in-Charge.* Born on 8 January 1846 at Nasirabad,
and educated at St. John's College, Cambridge, George
William Forrest came to India in 1872 as Head Master of
the Surat High School. He was later transferred to the Deccan
College, Poona, as Professor of Mathematics and later to the
Elphinstone College, Bombay, as Professor of English History.
Among the youthful aspirants to learning  who attended
Forrest’s lectures at Poona was Bal Gangadhar Tilak.
Forrest was not long content with dealing in other people's
ware and began to explore the old records of the Bombay
Government on his own account. His acumen for historical
investigation quickly received official recognition, and in 1884,
he was placed on special duty ** for examining and selecting
for compilation the early records of the Bombay Presidency ™
and thus began a long career of fruitful rescarch which continued
long after his retirement. In January 1888, Forrest was
deputed by the Bombay Government to study the arrangement
and the calendaring of the records of the Government of India
with a view to utilising the experience thus gained for the
reorganisation of the Bombay Records Office. By 1889 his
reputation as an archivist had been so firmly established that the
Government of India requisitioned his services and invited him
to examine the records of the Foreign Department.  His report
tevealed the chaotic condition in which the records in the
Secretariat had been permitted to remain and ultimately led to

* For a list of the Officers-in-Charge of Réc(;rds,

see Appendix H.
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the establishment of the Central Record Ofhce. In 1890

he was in England and while there,‘ be visited, under mettructtx;);,
the Public Record Office, the British Museum,letc" ° s o
the administration of these offices obviously ‘ilth é chey:;m)
equipping himself adequately for the great m*'!f ‘“3[ " abz:‘readv
to bleA his. In March 1891, he was appomie ’ 'a‘s ‘f (he
noted above, the Officer-in-Charge of t'he l\ccolijsh? 051
Government of India. Though he, technically h§ Otfﬁlse pdid
tll 1899, his active assogiation with the Reco;vl },C] o
not count more than four and a half vears. In aZﬁ, :1 o
he went on a year's furlough which. was later exten hclle ;ter
October 1898. He came to India for 2 Sh}f/;t ‘:1 ;899 on
y r eight months. € .
:Zl:i:%hd:fy ingEngland ull ‘8 N9vember 1900 when he wa:
permitted to formally relinguxsh his office. L He was by
Forrest had before him a t}NO-fﬂld task. e
temperament a _historical * investigator:  His Toeet with the
original sources had brought hn.n into closc con}t)ac o
archives of India. But he realised 'thatlunless t 1rase .
records were properly arranged, repaired ‘and cata ogllxcn,th o
could not be of service to researc}} students for. any eer%ation
time. He therefore interested hlms.elf both l}r: r}),ri:tsorian fn
and publication. It may b.e.complamed thiac; t et o
him got better of the archivist b'ut he Col;] no B “im o
the e;tablished traditions of the tlmcand :t e‘na;udi eﬂ“}
to vindicate the early Brtish ad'mlmstrato'rs mf }? i;mks g
explains at once the merits and the d'cments of 13 e Iéol
The main concern of the Committee appointe C oo
was the supervision of weeding'and rearrangf:mlenl of lOOke(.{
records. But this essential object was entirely overlo
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and the members of the Committee busied themselves in purely
literary pursuits. It was to this academic bias that we owe
fong’s Selections from Unpublished Records of Government
(1748-67) and the two reports of J. Talboys Wheeler on the
records of the Home and the Foreign Departments.
Subsequently under the same nspiration Scott Smith essayed
to prepare the Calendar of Indian Siate Papers, Secret Series,
1774-75.  Brief as it 15, the calendar remained mcomplete
but the Government of Indja’s faith in the propaganda value of
reccrds  publications remained unshaken. In 1872 they
advocated the publication of old records **
political importance **  and

do much to prevent misconstruct
of Indian Governments."’

as a matter of
argued that this ** would
ion of the policy and motives

The Secretary of State negatived
the proposal on financial grounds and as a compromise ‘Talboys

Wheeler was employed to make selections from the General
Letters. The year 1878 witnessed the publication of
Wheeler's Early Records of British India. I 1869 it was
fnally decided to prepare press-lists of official papers and two
years later Forrest was placed in charge of the newly-created
Imperial Record Department. Hluminating as the above-
mentioned publications undoubtedly were, we must not forget
that the Committee's literary achievements connoted negation
of spurely archival objectives and that the Government of
India’s publication policy was not free from political motives.
It is against this backoround that Forrest's historical and
archival work should be judged.

Forrest had several volumes of records publications to his
credit before he was commissioned to orgamise the Central
Forrest's literary acti- Records Office. In 1884 he published

vities. his  Selections from  the Letters,

+*
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) v
Despatches and other State Papers "‘d thfwoBon;l:‘;
Secretariat.  Five years later followe e
volumes of similar selections.* Three \(olumes o e
from the State Papers of Warren Haslings p[rese;:aking hic
Foreign Office were publishf':d m.l89('). ' n' e
selection Forrest had a definite object in view. t Vicvtim "
thesis was that Warren Hastings was an mnocei:” elected
contemporary prejudices, and documents wer; spéc ver):‘m-e oo
to establish this viewpoint or, to quote the (iovernm )

* . T 5. W. Forresl : . B
Plllbh%iilcilitzzl’f‘:o;jlife Minutes of the Hon'ble .M. E‘lph":::nleet::l:
an in;rc;du(‘tory memoir (Bombay, 1884); 2. S.elccl,horgo';g:y Secretariat
despatches and other State Papers preserved : |t i s from the letters.
--Maratha Series, Vol. | (Bombay, 1885); 3-' ~|e ecf;l(()msbq.- Secretariat—
(]‘:Spat“hcs nd ot Stm?é)ap;rs pn;sgé;;d -l4n t‘s(‘eléctr:)n;:v from letters,
> Series, 2 Vols. (Bombay., o . of the
i(:;:mh;:mand other papers prescrved in the Fog(‘)lg; [)')cp?[[;r:e;\tdminiy
Government of 1adia, 1772-85, 3 \fols, (Cal.q|\‘ 6 ‘Bengal and Madras
tration of Warren | lastings, 1772-85 (Cal. "(;‘Zh '7 CIége'lections from
Papers, 1671-1785, 3 Vols. (Cal. 1892.93) .f the Government
letters, ecte., preserved in the Military Department '?’] Administration
of ln(jia, 1857-58, 4 Vols. (Cal. 1893-1912); B.G ‘cmor-General of
of the Marquis Lansdowne ac Viceroy “_"d Fhel d'ov?London 1897):
India. 1888.94 (Cal. 1894); 9. The Famine in " (Edinburgh, 1901);
10. Sepoy Generals, Wellington to Ri’hem H; tol of ll:IC Indian
It Cities>of India (Westminster, 1903); 12. A Flis ;’i’om e travels
N]l'ltin\ 5 Vols. {Loadon, 1904-12); B! SeleCl'Ions(BomI:’a)’ 1906):
and J';N‘lm'dl-" prescrved in  the Bombay: becrctﬂ”l;; donnais iLondon.
14, Siege of Madras in 1746 and the a‘ctlorf of La . mberlain (London.
196{;,)".1-5. Lile of Field Marshall Sir Neville i az o
1909); 16. Selections from the State Papers of t|;|0)? 17. The Life
of lnéiA»-v--W‘a'rren Hastings, 2 Vols. (OXf-ord’f Lord‘Cliv.e—Z Vols.
o Lord Robers “:;’“(:é "QSMI)i t]if;s.]?::irrlmd l[ti\eo State Papers of the
. . and 19. Selec ) : )
%ffi;,o,i?(‘;?,(mr of India, Lord Comnwallis, 2 Vols. (Oxford, 1926).
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India, .” to prevent misconstruction of the policy and motives
of' Indian Governments.””  Official papers were therefore nol
p.:mted in extenso and inconvenient facts were not always
given publicity. ~ As Professor P. E. Roberts complain§ ya
sRec1ﬁc part of an official paper favourable to Raja C}:ait
Singh of Benares was deliberately left out. His Mutin
papers are not free from such defects cither. By the sim ly
devu.:e of an extra zero he multiplied the Rani of ]hang';
ger?.sul;; ten-fold and mad: it equate with that of Pcshw;;
tha;IR ao Il and thus e§tab]ished to his own satisfaction that
thet flm gad been very liberally provided. It should be noted
hi:t t el .;ov?r?mt?nt gave him unprecedented facilities for his
stonical investigations. Prolen~ed furlorghs at Home enabled
::3 to] gxploxt all the.resources of the British archives ofﬂ‘c/es
ond. e: hs:: dtao —:;o;k q(;netly at London in complete freedom
o e hi: s }-) ellyl.ru.dvery of an admin'strative department.
PN cholarly industry go without material rewards.
N }?a' gratuity of fourteen thousand rupces,® when its
El tecl:l :stmgl power' was yet al par, was no mean incentive to
‘cominc ua A:zxertm.ns,. Other rewards were not slow in
Compi;,ionshi Krfng[}mlthood (Janu.ary 1913)  followed the
Fompen ]u}r)l §] 8(t) 9e Most Eminent Order of the Indian
e h’onom:a ; ), before Fc;rrest passed away in 1926
Fora work-s ‘::i"y]tz;r: ) In spite of their (?bvious defects,
o oo ons e consulted hy umversity teachers
, udents as the earliest source-books of Indo-British history.

*Rs. 2,000 in 1892 . :
the Letters, Despatches, erc(_’r having compiled the

h of e oo f 'l' ;?e]ecﬁ.‘ms from
o ; . : emment of India, 1772-85."
homlv"t},er SRs. 2.00‘0.m ‘894 for his first velume of th: ** Selecti

1 e State Pavers oreserved in the Military Denartment of :,}'::

Government of India, 1857-58 ** and Rs. 10,000 in 1902 for two mor
. ' e

volumes of the same. .

4)
Nor will they fail to supply the protagonists of Warren Hastings
with plenty of ammunition. It cannot be denied that Forrest
brought to his work uncommon erudition and unflagging zeal

and if his study was not purely objective, he was influenced

only by the partisan spirit of his times and it is not to be
nsmuated that his defence of Warren Hastings or his
denunciation of the Sepoy leaders was in any way wmspired
by motives other than patriotic. ~ An_Irishman by birth, a
nationalist by conviction, Forrest like many of his impulsive
compatriots, had completely identified himself with the cause
of which Disraeli was the prophet and Rudyard Kipling
the poet.

Thouch better known for his historical works, Forrest
was not indifferent to his archival responsibilitics. The current
records indeed were no concern of his,
hut the preservation, dassification and
publication of historical documents were no mean undertaking.
He first set himself to prepare a programme of work and to
cecruit the necessary staff. The staff he demanded was a
modest one — one assistant, eight clerks. etchteen daftaries
and coolies for his archives and a temporary staff of two
munshies and two pandits for the consolidated library which
was to be his additional charge. With their assistance he
proposed to arrange the library and the archives and to rescue
them from the prevailing chaos and disorder.  He tried his
best to undo the evils of previous neglect and to formulate an
laborate set of rules for the guidance of hi: staff. 1f he
could not do as much as he would fer the rchabilitation of
the fracile documents, it must not be forgotten that nearly
half of his official term was spent abroad, away from the
muniments in his custodv. In spite of other pre-occupations,

Forrest as an archivist.
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by 1899, Forrest and his colleagues had arranged the following
series chronologically as well as in accordance with the source
of their origin :

Home . . . . . ) 1752-1879
Medical Board and Surgeon-General's  1845.1859
Military Board

1777-1858
Public Works . ) . . 1850-1871
[Foreign . . . . . 1764-1829
Military ) ) ) ) 1786-1893

One of the most valued accessions of Forrest's regime was
the Foreign Department’s correspondence with Indian rulers.
Though the overwhelming bulk of this correspondence Is in
Persian there are in this series letters in other oriental and
Indian languages as well. Besides their historical value these
letters have also philological and literary interest and as some
of them are beautifully illuminated they offer excellent
specimens of the Indian calligraphist’s art.

Forrest had no time for preparing the much-needed reference
media without which the archives cannot be adequately or
conveniently consulted. Four years before his assumption of
office, in 1887, a committee consisting of Godley, Henry
Yule and General Strachey was appointed in Fngland to
consider how records in the India Office could best be made
avai]al?le for the purpose of historical research. The
Committee :-Tfter consulting Maxwell Lyte, Deputy Keeper
oi the Plllb]tlf‘ RecordﬁOﬂice, recommended the publication
ot press-lists as a firs . !
claborate calendars. Bug o .fon}med by mare
press-listing nor calendaring could ‘be dirr::edo' t";asons neiher
by the Imperial Récor?l Depart Be undertaken
started  the projected work "par men: though  Madeas

- Tk atonce.  In a despatch dated

»
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3 junc 1897, the Secretary of State iesued the foltowing
msym(?)m;;xfe;*iisls should be ‘{'\wmftﬁ in fndia of t})c docuwenis
at Calcutta, Madras ano ,tjm:nh?:;; ;\n J:I 3 Vadias
() The press-hits hontd follow the detailed Mad
m. )

'‘The é);yemment of India had alrealy )en.npioy?d- a?: 0:;:;?{
familiar with the Machs fg:ster;x) ri:; ‘:ﬂtE:;\chhm . (;)5 .»m
A. T Pringle. <.?éto'hcr iB‘J{%}, the temporary  m-
cumbent of the office, was Assistant Secretaty to ﬁe{
Ciovernment of Madras befote he came to the Imperial é{ecm\
Depantment. He had previously worked as szcmd ec}p?{r,
Public Works Department, Madras and was thercfore tully
conversant with the technigue of his Sp(‘:(:.iai task. Prcss—hs;m;i
;-an promptly started under his supervision. But the M;\ r;
fem proved unnecessanly eiabovfate and thc) progress :; N
disappointingly slow. It was estimated th'at. the progra;mw :
as it then stood, could not be comple&ed' m‘iess thag ligég&
centary. When Forrest fwally left India in Ma;c ! th;
not even the pre-Plassey papers had been 'complete , and the
Madras model collapsed under its own weight. o
Samuel Charles Hill, Foreest’s successor, began h;s f:ax'e;{ 4
as a professor lke him. Bom at B{rbajporm Benfrza‘, m/.% t
year of the Mutiny, and educated ai
S.CHY. g Unversite  College. London,
whence b craduated B.A. and 8.8~ N i-ined the Indian
Fducation Scrvice (Benmal} ™ fune 1881 as Prolessor, 'Dacca
Collere. From 1881 to Febroary 1899 he served in turm
as Pencipo). Krichnasar Coflege, Professor, Hooshly ch)lr:gc,
Prafeesne, Presidency College and Inspectos of Schools, Bﬁ;ar

Xvi-2.2
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and Presidency Circles. Hill was in actual charge of the
central records for barely three years from March 1899 to
March 1902. He was on furlough in England till November
1903 and was thereafter placed on special duty in England
and on the continent till July 1904, when he left for the
Central Provinces as Director of Public Instruction. He
Enally retired from service in July 1912 and settled at |.ondon
where the rest of his years were devoted to his favourite studies.
Hill died at Torquay on 6 May 1926.

Hill’s brief tenure of office is marked by valuable research
publications and archival work of vital importance. The three

. o years from 1901 to 1903 saw the

Fill's publications. =} Jication of Life of Claud Martin,
Abstract of the Foreign Department Records for 1756-62,
List of the Europeans in Bengal at the Time of the Black Hoie
Episode and Three Frenchmen in Bengal. In 1905 appeared
his monumental work Bengal in 1756-57 which at once
established his reputation as a diligent student of official
records and an honest seeker of truth.* Both as a historian
and an archivist Hill must be placed much above his
predecessor. He did not constitute himself the champion of
any particular cause, his conclusions being firmly founded on
irrefutable logic of well-authenticated facts. His knowledge
of the Government of India and India Office records still
* Published Works of S. C. Hill :

l. Life of Claud Martin (1901); 2. List of the Furoveans in
Bengal at the time of the Black Hole Evisode (1907): 3. Three
Frenchmen in Bengal (1903): 4. Bengal in 1756.57, 3 Vols. (1905);
5. Yusuf Khan, the Rebel Commandant (1914); 6. An Analytical
Catalogue of the Orme Manuscripts in the India Office 1.ibrar 11916);
7. India Office Records—Home Miscellaneous Series—Puyblished
posthumously (1927). ’
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remains unsurpassed with one possible exception, that ot
Sir William Foster.

Voluminous as his publications were, Hill did not fail to
take effective steps to rehabilitate the fragile papers in his
custody. The folded records demanded
his attention first and it was decided
to flatten each and every sheet and to place each flattened
document after necessary repairs between docket covers for
better protection and easier identification. They were later to
be made into bundles. For repairing of records Hill
introduced in 1900 a superior quality of tracing paper
recommended by the India Office.  Tracing paper later proved
to be undesirable as a repairing material but Hill was naturally
guided by the expert opinion then available. The Department
was lucky in its new acquisition (1901) of an interesting
collection comprising 16 old maps of Calcutta. Another
valuable addition to its stock was the surplus copics of old
Calcutia Gazette from the office of the Comptroller, India
Treasuries.  These, accordiny to Hill, ** form the enly source
of many interesting historical cvents and are a necessary
supplement to the Government recerds . It was during
Hill's regime that a list of the Mittary and the Private
Secretaries t the Governors-General and Viceroys since the
time of Warren Hastings was compiled and a Calendar of the
Proceedings of the Select Committee, 1756-60, was prevared.

Reference has already heen made to his Abstract of the
Early Records of the Foreian Department. 1755-62. rublished
by the Department in 1901, which testifies to Hill's interest
in the preparation of convenient reference media. The nress-
lists of Public proceedings from March 1754 to 1757 were
successfully completed. He found the Madras system of

44

Hill’s archival work.
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press-listing, introduced at the instance of the Home authorities,
too elaborate and too slow and suggested a simpler plan in
1901 which was adopted for the subsequent volumes with the
approval of the Secretary of State.

When Hill made over charge to Dr. C. R. Wilson on
18 March 1902, the Imperial Record Department had made
substantial progress both in the rehabilitation of disintegrating
documents and in the preparation of reference media while the
scholarly publications of the Officer-in-Charge would do credit
to any records office in the world.

Charles Robert Wilson officiated for S. C. Hill for a
bricf interlude of about two years only (18 March 1902—

C. R. Wikon. 2.4 May 1904). He had brought te
his office uncommon knowledge of
unpublished records and a well-earned reputation for sound
historical scholarship. Born in London, 1863 and educated
at Wadham College, Oxford, Wilson like his immediate
predecessor joined the Indian Education Service as Professor,
Dacca College (1887). From Dacca he went to the
Presidency College of Calcutta (1895) to become subsequently
Principal of the Patna College (1920). In 1895 Wilson
published the first volume of his magnum opus—The Early
Annals of the English in Bengal; a part of the next volume
followed five years later and the concluding part appeared
posthumously seven years after the author's death. The Annals
carned him the highest honour in the gift of his alma mater. the
Doctor’s degree in literature.  In 1896 was published the List

of Inscriptions on Tombs or Monuments of Renoqal edited by

Wilson. . Two volumes of Old Fort William in Reneal found
a place in the Indian Records Series a vear after his death
(1905).  As lrvine says: ** Allowing for his comparatively
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short life, most of it passed under the constant pressure of
arduous official duties, Mr. Wilson’s literary output was
considerable ; nor was it of a light or perfunctory nature, the
mere amusement of a cultured mind’s idle hours ™

As Officer-in-Charge of Records, Wilson brought out the
sixth volume of the Public Press-lisis (1760-64) which covered
about 8,000 manuscript pages, and a Press-list of Benga! and
Madras Papers. During 1903, he oot the matenal ready for
the seventh and eighth volumes of the press-lists. and tried to
fill in the gaps in the records by obtaining copies from the Ind:a
Office. It was he who mooted the propo-al for calendainny the
Persian correspondence, though the honour of inaugurating the
serics was not to be his. On 24 May 1904 Wilson proceeded
on furleugh to England where he died on 24 July at the carly
age of 4. Dr. E. Denisen Ross officiated for him ull 27 Jure
1904 when N. L. Hallward tock charge of the Department.

Norman Leslic Hallward, like his predec~ssors, came from
the Indian Education Service and started bis prefessorial career
at Dacca. He worked in the Impenal
Records  harely for a  year and
relinquished office on his promotion as Director of Public
Instruction, Assam. in May 1905. During this short period
he published the List of the Home Depariment Records from
1749 to 1859 and sent a further list of the records (1859-92) to

press. He also prepared a hist of the Enslish trans!ations of the

N. L. Hallward.

Persian correspondence received and issued by the Government
from 4759 to 1760, an index to the press-lists of the Puhlic
proceedings from 174C to 1759 and abstracts of ori~inal Percian
correspondence (1708-81).  In 1920, while in vetirement,
Hallward published the only criginal work to his credit,
William Bolts; A Dutch Adventurer under John Company.
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.In those days the Officer-in-Charge of the Government of
Indxa's. Records was usually recruited from the Indian
Education Service and Hallward’s successor also came [rom the
same quarters. The practice had its disadvantages as well
as a.dvantages. If the service supplied some of the ucst
brilliant officers, its rules of promotion made thcir tenure in
the Records Office extremely uncertain as happened in the case
of Hill and Hallward.

Edward Denison Ross was ‘‘ best known to his
contemporaries as a brlliant linguist, especially learned in

E. Denicon Ross. oriental languages **.  Born on 6 Junc

1871, Ross began his education at
Marlborough and University College, Londen, but rubsequently
migrated to Paris and Strassbourg where he graduated Ph.D.
For five years he taught Persian at his old collége and in 1901
came to Calcutta as Principal of the Madrassah founded by
Warren‘ Hastings. In January 1906* he was appointed
Ofﬁcer-fn-Charge of the Records of the Government of India
at thf: mstance of Lord Curzon whose confidence in Ross's
learning and ability was equalled only by the latter’s admiration
for the Viceroy. For several years (’1'905-1 1) Ross was 1n
double harness as a suitable successor in the Madrassah was
not easy to find and he had to carry on the arduous duties of two
highly responsible posts. In 1907 he went on furlough to
Europe and made himself familiar with archival practices of
France and Holland. His duties in the Record Office ** were
three-fold (1) the filing, indexing, and preservation of the

* Duri'ng the intf:rval between Hallward's departure in ”M.ay 1905
and Ross’s assumption of office in lanuary 1906, the charge of the

office was held successively by H. G. Graves (until 24 May).

J. Macfarlane, Librarian, Imperial Library .
Ross himself (until his appointment tol ::12 pgus't‘)‘ll 31 October).  and

49

records, and these went back to the days of Warren Hastings,
and included the voluminous correspondence which that great
administrator conducted in the Persian language with the
Indian princes and Chiefs; (2) all the correspondence regarding
the Government of India’s patronage of leamed publications,
and also the distibution threushout the world of those
publications ; (3) a variety of questions filterin ihrough to me
from the different departments, such question as my special
studies pointed me out as the man to deal with . This brie!
summary of the duties and functions of the Officer-in-Charge
of Records still holds good. Ross retired from the Imperial
Record Department in 1914 to become two years later the
Director of the newly-founded School of Oriental and African
Studies at London. He died in 1940 at Istambul, while the
second World War was at its height.

Ross was not new to the Department. In 1904 he was
for a few months in temporary charge of the records and had
Calendaring of Persian started  press-listing  the  Persian

corespondence com-  correspondence.  His intimate know-

menced. ledge of the Persian language and
literature naturally interested him in the huge mass of Persian
cortespondence which was a sealed book to most students of
Indian history. He therefore enthusiastically supported
Dr. Wilson's suggestions that these documents should+ be
calendared in English. Ross found no difficulty in securing the
Government’s approval for the necessary staff. Four Moulvis
well varsed in Persian and interested in historical research were
recruited.  The first volume of the Calendar was published in
1911. This covered the period from 1759 to 1767. The
second volume (1767-69) was published in 1314 shortly after

Ross left this country.
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” llntptw‘:;smdurmcglg Ross’s tenure ?f office that a systematic
Tt ¥ made to prepare an inventory of the records in
the custody of the Department. A list of Foreign Department
tecords in three volumes was published. Two other lists,
those of the records of the Military and Finance Departments
1ln hthree volumes and one volume respectively also saw the
lgdt.. But that Wwas not all. The compilation of reference
lr;e ia was contmue(% vigorously and press-lists of Public
epartment  proceedings, original Persian  letters and
correspondence (1759-1801) and Madras Military records were
made ready. Morcover, materials were collected for a hustory

of t}%?hGovernr?ent Houses at Calcutta and Barrackpore.
Depart:] ef]r:l}:f;ll'lallgRecon'd Dfapartment was under the lHome
; ] 1 10 when it was transferred to the care of
e new y-fcreated Department of Education and the Officcr-in-
g};a;g;;,n rtom;erly an  Assistant Secretary in the Home

ent, i 1 1
De;;artmem b CEZT:a;:n ‘ex-oﬁicm Assistant Secretary in the
Ro.ss was'the last of a distinguished band of Indian
Education Service men who contributed so much to the building
up of the central archives office. The appointment of his
successor ‘marked a departure from the old policy of placing

brilliant historians and linguists in charge of the reiordsp
‘. Alwyn _Faber Scholfield occupies a place of 's‘pecial
importance in the history of the National Archives. B;om n
A. F. Scholfeld. February 1884, educated at Fiton

and Cambridge, Scholficld jojned th
Department as Ross’s Assistant Officer in T\?m:mb;:‘r;;lz-:

* - e e RSl
was C’Qlat: Sogt o'fgan Assistant to the Officer-in-Charge of the Records
with eﬁeci fr:)nm l?()()acng:l -'gggugh'on was appointed to that offce
Scholfield was made the Ofﬁcer-in-ChargZ i‘:lmli9‘l~;S not flled up after
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Unlike his predecessors he has no scholarly publication to his
credit, but he put the preservation branch on a sounder basts
and trained the menders in the science and technique of
repair. It was he who discarded the unsatisfactery tracing
paper in favour of the more enduring chiffon and the less
expensive Japanese tissue paper. In fact, he often repaired
brittle documents with his own hands so that none of the
essential details might be lost to his neophytes. There was
no branch of archival activities that Scholficld left untouched
or unimproved. It was under him that press-listing of the
Pubiic proceedings up to 1800 was completed.  He added a
supplementary volume to include the papers brought to light
since the publication of the regular series. Press-hists were
also prepared for the papers of the Secret Department of
Inspection (1770-87) and the Secrct Departnent Proceedings
(1763-75). Calendaring work continied] to make steady
progress and the third volume of the Calendar of Persian
Correspondence (1767-69) was taken in hand.  Himself an
expert indexer, Scholfield imtiated a consolidated Index to
the entire series of Public Press-lists which has proved a very
useful and convenient book of reference to research students.
Elaborate rules for indexing were prepared and published 1,
the form of a pamphlet (Indexing of Rzcerds) for the guidance
of future workers. He also compiled a staff manual with a
view to reminding ** old hands of their varions duties and
guiding new assistants in tasks which are renbably stranze to
them '  Scrupulously methodical and systematic in his work.
Scholfield was not prepared to leave anything tg, chance.
Everything was placed on its proper bass, fa]]A.ccE\EﬁgEn\qies
were provided for and the rules he framed, the’fegulatfa*ns)k\
of prescience and ord‘etly'-?t

@
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drew up form excellent models
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It was significant of the new regime that the
designation of the Ofhicer-in-Charge was changed to that of the
Keeper of Records. If his predeccssors had lent academic
distinction to the Department, Scholficld cndowed 1t with the
less spectacular but more essential virtue of technica! efhciency.
The Kecper of Records played no mean part in cnunciating
the policy of the Indian Histerical Records Commission which
was appointed in 1919. Scholfield’s association with the
Commission was necessarily brief, for he retired immediatcly
after its first Session at Simla. While all his predecessors and
successors (with the exception of the present Director of
Archives) have been gathered to the gods, Mr. Scholfield is
still cerving the cause so dear to him in ano
native island.
Scholfield’s  reorganisation of
attracted the admiring notice of oth

planning.

ther capacity in his

the preservation branch

er archivists in India and

Improved Repair Ser-  they confidently looked to the Imperial
vice extended and Record Department  not only for
technical training im-

parted to other archi. technical services but also for providing
vists. the necessary training to their staff.

In November 1916 M:. P. Dias, Superintendent of the Imperial
Record Department, was appointed Keeper of the Records
of the Government of Bengal.  Shortly after Scholfield’s
retirement, Professor Henry Dodwell, then Curator, Madras
Record Office, deputed one assistant and two attendants to
Calcutta for traming in the newly-introduced methods of repair
and renovation (1920). The next call for service came from
the historic State of Jaipur.  The State was well known for
its wealth of medieval records and it was at one time believed
that when the Jaipur recerds were thrown open to research
students, the histary of Mughal India might have to be entirely
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T hives
. 5 leewh the State arc
; Dut as eisewhere,
revired and rewritten. But as e ot documents weie
2ol >
fa 1924 the

were lent to

was 1 a state of chronic disorder éllfl th
in diffcrent stages of decay an d:;smtegra\.:?x .
services of a Moulvi and an eXP?rwncefi ]nc"\iel and rematring
the laipur Government for arrangmz, Caml%:{l;.-U(]b:‘:lkcon:.cthin%
the ‘i'xi:;‘torical manuscripts of thC.Stah‘v . enm;m'bers of
wore, for, before they left they o patted rtlo dS::an of cééaloguin%’
the Jaipur Record staff their tCChm.C 2l lfn‘o \C c; the examplz of
and mending. In 1927 the Pun].a%) Eo‘,lo.:ve‘ : n;.(,t‘m{{: iy
Madras and sent a binder fer trammg 11 Fm{ }\L\Paé(iaftargiax',
preservation. ThJe ni?(t Ycart' §art“:”i ?‘(;?:‘Etcw !I;st\er;l O‘f repan
Professor C. V. Joshi, to study the ta:cull et snent
and in 1929 his colleague, Mr. B Nb Ra.ltr;;i;ktarf'or ptlw
three months at the Imperial Record ‘-‘,p a.i‘-]':nt deputed
same purpose. In 1930 the Assam (%O\jfn:lfb R
Professor S. K. Bhuiyan to Stugy thearrnselt:;r) :)im[i)lar training
and tr.e atmtentl\(;li o[lg nge[?. Syi;:i );ef the Bor'nba)’ S(:ccrletar}iat
was given {o o D e AR T Jdid other
at thi1 request of the provmcml. governr.m:;t.ﬁt l}:::ﬁ t Afrom o
archives offices of India derive direct or in llrf(h the country ard
labours of Scholfield long after he ha_d (:jltt extend to the
the Imperial Record Department continue c{ o s they
States such guidance and services .d in -
With Scholfield ended the first '?erfo -’ii
perial Records which covers we ]_'n Lg
the next two (1919-39), netther
emand, for archival

provinces and the
stocd in need of.
the history of the Im
three decades. For e o
Istor! 1 15ts we ) )
historiang, not tréiamed fatr;i “[,( O Records went - ariabls
work and the ofhce of the ceper o L ice.
to the members of the administrative or Secretanat

1 dul
The new epoch started with Blaker and ended with Abdy
Al
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Richard Henry Blaker was a Superintendent in the
Education Department before he came to the Records Office

as Assistant Officer-in-Charge (1912).
R H. Blaker. £ hiar with Scholfold's plans and
methods of work, he was naturally expected to continue his
predecessor’s policy but his tenure of office was too short for
any big undertaking or novel experiment.  Promoted to the
Keeper's office on 2] June 1919, Blaker retired on
superannuation on 23 September of the following year,
exactly fifteen months and three days later. But new work
could not be entirely avoided as henceforth it was the privilese
of the Indian Historical Records Commission to i
desideratum and the responsibility of the Records Departineat
to do the needful.  The Commission required all records

offices in the country to compile popular handbsoks for

e use
of research students. Nt only were the principal serics of

records and their general natur
outlined but the gradual evolution of the different branches of
administration from which the records orivinated wa- al:n ‘o
he accurately traced. It demanded car~ful reseacch amang
the records themselves and the preliminary work was initiated
by Blaker. The third volume of Calendar of Pers'an
Correspondence was published and the press-listing of the
Mutiny papers completed during his regime.

Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Mitra was the first Indian
to be placed at the head of the Imperial Record Department.

J. M. Mitra, He began h.is oficial care’r in the
Renal Provincial Civil Service and

subsequently became Assistant Secretary to the Government of
India in the Department of Edycatian (1917) when that
office was not open to the ministcrial officer

adicate +he

¢ and contents to he conaely

s of the Secretariat.

-t

“sufficiently investigated, the co
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In November 1920, he succeeded Blaker as Keeper of the

Records of the Government of India, to leave early in 1922

Societies, Bengal.

In 1917 the Government hz}d decided [to hglv:u:—po :h:tytiij
tabular form in the press-lists fe.xvour o the Accordingly.
It was left to Mitra to implement this deSCKE‘O:' and Separaic
the manuscript press—lists 'of the ec(r;ued Lt of
Department records were re‘.”sed and rcm(?. r, completed. 1t
the Chandernagore and Chinsura procee xr?‘-,ot e onant
was discovered that when Bengal was con’c‘[nmle Central and
Governor's province and the records ‘ol the apers through
Provincial Governments were separated, son'lef pa;ty despitc
mistake or oversight were a]!otted to th‘e wno{noofi’qin' Mitia
their previous association with thf‘ SC”C:{ 0anrangzd for the
completed* the preliminary engumes an - places. He also
resteration of the stray papers to their proper pth Court should
suorested that the general letters to‘an.d fr(mi: ':a“\’ Proposed,
““*‘"‘v"'a‘»‘““damd from 1747 iI?S!Cad y ih7 7 Zz:liglVea;s had been
for, thoush the politica hlsmryr:rimetr;sael and economic hist?ry

1 gestion
still remained to be Sdentiﬁca“y.ex&)-]ore?{- A’-Slslscz‘:fr:lission
was later endorsed by the Indian Historica ! |<§§é in favour of
but the work had to be abandoned in nt
classification then ?OHSide"ed zotl:’e :r:?i:;if)ra.ble enemies of

Mitra had to face one ol the &= ical countries.
manuscripfs and printed books to be f.ound n :ZP’C;L Y
The termite, crroncously called V.Vhlte am’vheny that industry
: it the consump s hation.
:rcﬁfi:zlt"}’;i “t]o wage against it a war of extermmatio
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i;.ucklly the presence of the termites in the runiment room was
hscovered be(fiore any serious damage was done and raw
creosote proved an effective enough det .
o B gh deterrent for these crawling
Ayl i '

(am:]“],‘:. h}?alzf Muhammad Abdul Ali, Mitra's successor,

tke m from the Bengal Provincial Civil Service. Son
A.F. M. Abdul Al of Nawab Abdul Latif, a notable
product of early western education in
as an able exponent of Muslim culture
ment of traditional Muslim courtesy. It
sonality that much of the early popularity

al Records Commiss; s d
Al held office for nearl sston was due.  Abdul
t
the lso;: gest period so faryo:e:::o::l’.] years from 1922 1o 1938.
ortly after Abdul Ali’s a .
) ssumpt f
Government of India felt that their recc:?gsl:}l:ou(l)d cffce, ihe

Classification of
ecords.

Bengal, Abdul Al w.
and a perfect embod;
was to his genial per
of the Indian Historic

b if possible,
c:;q:;,:::‘led tEnce algain with a view to
doc & in3 the uscless, and to providin
and““;‘;i z’itfil:::e pt;manent value !)etter conditions opf storag?:
eminert membe;-s fSnb-Cnmm‘jr.ter consisting  of three
Commission. | H EO Atl'le Indian  Historical Records
Rushbrook iVi“i::lm ‘ . C'Otton’ Jadunath Sarkar and
subject. The Conrnrrs 2ppomted to report on this important
b 1 the - s r:;::mtl.ttee devoted much time and considerable
a good proport a “fm of pre-Mutiny records and condemned
adnﬁnistrativ ePuﬁl?:l of them as of no historical value or
opinion that tl'u: y. Ere .leamed members were definitely of
crutinised and . pre-Vutiny records should be carefully

timsed and divided into three classes— (A) those of

erma
permanent value, (B) those of secondary interest and (C) those

of no histori inistrat:
historical or administrative use whatever. The paper
. 3
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of the last category were to be ultimately destroyed while A
and B class papers were to be permanently preserved and
press-listed. They framed a set of rules for the guidance of
the scrutinisers and recommended the appointment of a Standing
Local Sub-Committee to co-operate with the Keeper of
Rerords in this complex operation. The Standing Local
Suh-Committee suggested that condemned documents might
more profitably be transferred to the custody of learned
institutions. The Indian Historical Records Commission,
however, was cppased to the transfer of any old papers and
recommended their preservation in the Imperial Record
Department. When the classification was completed, the
Government were confronted with two practical problems:
(i) separation of B and C class papers would inevitably affect
the integrity of the original series and {(11) assessment of the
potential or even the present value of historical records would
be difficult, as was demonstrated by the requisitioninz cn
several occasions of papers relegated to C class or weeded out
lony ago by the administrative departments for their routine
work. The Commission therefore reiterated its resolution
against any interference with any class of pre-Mutiny papers
(1939). Costly and laborious as the classification work had
proved, its lesson was well worth the price.  Tea and
tobacco, wine and coffee may be successfully sampled
but archives stand in a class by themselves; here sampling
with negative result mav be entirely misleading.  The
law of .average does not hold good in everv case and it
nointedly brought home the inconvenient fact nften ignored
by men at the top that it is easy to destroy seemincly
uceless records but it is impossible to resurrect them if
wanted later.
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In 1921 the Indian Historical Records Commission had
recommended the publication of a series of monographs on
Indian history. As a fist -step in this direction, Dodwell’s
Sepoy Recruitment in the Old Madras Army was published n
1922. In 1924 the Consolidated Index to the Press-lists of
the Public Department Proceedings (completed in 1920) saw
the light. The Flandbook to the Records of the Government
of India 1748-1859 appeared in the following year. During
Abdul Ali’s regime two volumes of Calendar of Persian
Correspondence were placed before the public, the fourth
(1772-75) in 1925 and the fifth (1776-80) in 1930, while
the sixth volume was made ready for the press.

The capital of India had been transferred from Calcutta
to Delhi in 1911 and it was inevitable that the official records

. would in part or whole go to the new
- Transfer of records to  headquarters.  The  administration
New Delhi. - . .
could not possibly be run without
reference to current records but Abdul Ali apprehended that
the transfer of the more brittle older records could not be
effected without disaster. The climate of the new capital
was also a source of grave anxiety to him, for the variation in
temperature and humidity was both violent and extreme. But
the Government had a]refid}r made up theirr mind as early as
1913 and the present building was completed in 1926. To
unsettle a settled fact was well-nigh impossible and so the Keeper
of Recerds sugsected a compromise.  The Department might
have. a bl'ar}ch at New Delhi to cater to the current needs, of the
o i o e e S i b paed e ik
oty Durins the m:n:v] nff*v and left at their original renosi-
! g the of transition in any case such an

arranocement was mevitable and many ardent students of old-
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records strongly advocated the suggested course. The Govern-
ment did not accept the proposal for permanent retention of older
records in Calcutta but agreed to make their journey as.safe
as possible. The branch office was opened at ‘Delhl on
I November 1926 but the transfer of the pre-Mutiny papers
was not completed till March 1937.  The temporary bisection
of the records establishment could not but cause considerable
dislocation of its normal work; the process of transfer had
necessarily to be slow as precautions had to be taken against
likely damage and the transport charges had to be kept as low
as possible. From 1937 the records of the Government of
India found a permanent home at the new metropolis and the
Imperial Record Department quietly settled down to its
scheduled work.

But the economic slump of the thrities proved an insuperable
difficulty to the official custodian of the archives. The
non-productive departments of the Government are ordinarily
the first victims of retrenchment and the Imperial Record
Department proved no exception. It contributed nothing to
the public coffers and had to suffer consequently. The
repairing work had to be greatly reduced, though the
destructive forces of nature could not be held in check for
ever and the insect pests could not be put on ration for ‘an
indefinite period.

A. F. M. Abdul Al retired from service on 1 December
1938. ,C. Singer, a Superintendent in the Department of
Education, Health and Lands officiated until a permanent
incumbent was found. During the brief five months of his
stewardship the Staff Manual was revised and the sixth volume
of Calendar of Persian Correspondence (1781-85) was

published.
XVI-2-2 5
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To speak of presept company is exceedingly embarrassing
and Abdul Ali’s successor still continues in office.

S. N. Sen. Dr. Surendranath Sen was educate.d
distineuich at Da.cca C.ollege where three of his
stnguis ed ?redecessors, Hill, Wilson and Hallward taught
aRta:r:Illsfl’f;ert;nt times. He was a pu.Pil of Profes§or R. B.
otham and must have been infected by his teacher's
enthlfsm.sm for archival work. He began his career in the
!DY'OVI.HCla] f‘;ducation Service of the Central Provinces where,
1t 1s nteresting to note, Hill spent his last Indian years. Sen
v151ted.the records offices of Calcutta, Goa, London, Paris
anfl I‘Alsbon in search of his raw materials and by a curious
coincidence the young man destined to be the last’ Keeper of
the Re(iords of the British Indian Government met the first
Ofhcer-in-Charge of Records at Iffley (Oxford) a week before
the veteran passed away. The new appointment probably
means a reversion to the old policy, for, at the time of his
appointment Sen occupied the Asutosh Chair of Mediaeval
and .Modem Indian History at Calcutta and was Honorary
Adviser on Records to the Government of Bengal.

At the same time a new appointment in the Department of
Education, Health and Lands indicated a similar change of
policy. The Educational Commissioner with the Government
of India, under whom the Keeper of Records worked, was
usyally a superannuated Provincial Director of Public
Instruction. Such persons were not likely to bring much
energy to their new office and certainly did not bring a fresh
outlook to bear upan its numerous problems.  In 1938 however
a departure from the past practice was made and Mr. John
PhiliP Sargent, who had done good work in his country, was
recruited direct from England. Thus two men without any
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previous association with the Government of India were brought
together as Educational Commissioner and Keeper of the
Records. The new Keeper considered himself a loyal
servant of the Indian Historical Records Commission of which
he was formerly a corresponding member and the new
Fducational Commissioner was anxious to give the
recommendations of the Commission a fair trial.

In December 1939, the Government of India decided to
throw open their records to bona fide research students. The

question had been under consideration

Recordfs throw“h open oy nearly three decades. In 1910
or research. .

the Secretary of State for India
suggested that the rules regulating access to official records in
India might be brought into line with those prevailing in the
India Office. The suggestion was tuned down on political
grounds but the India Office kept on pressing their point of
view. Sometimes a provincial government vetoed the
* innovation.”> On other occasions it was a department of
the Government of India that proved hostile. Mr. Scholfield
did not favour the proposed change.* But public opinion
was steadily gaining in strength and in 1938 the ex-officio
President of the Indian Historical Records Commission promised
to review the position once again. Soon after his assumption
of office the new Keeper was called upon to give his views

% ** The argument from the records in the India Office, is specious.
If the records in London are the same as those in Calcutta, the public
is differemt. It may be well to state here that there has never been
any wide-felt want, any loud or insistent demand for the throwing
open of the records. And the reason is clear. There is in India no
aristocracy of erudition, no school of history; historical research,
scientific use of evidence, critical scholarship are barely understosd
and seldom achieved.”’

5a
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on this long-drawn controversy. He thought that the time
was riPe for liberalising the existing rules and the Educational
Commissioner concurred. The Government accepted their
tecommendation on condition that the Keeper of Records
would be held personally responsible for any misuse of the
proposed privileges. The rules were accordingly revised in
1940, and 352 students have since taken advantage of the
facilities thus offered but so far there has not been a single
case of bad faith or malafide action and there has not been
any occasion to restrict admission to the Research Room, though
94,372 pages of excerpts have been released. During the
critical years of the war mild restraint and that too temporary,
was sometimes commended but restriction-—never.

In 1940 a competent chemist was recruited to take charge
of the Preservation Branch of the Department. He started with
Laboratory started and 2 senious  handicap. The earlier

mechanisation ~ of  Tetrenchment had caused a huge

Preservation Section  accumulation of arrears in repair work

decided upon. and 20,000 volumes stood in urgent
need of rebinding. A five-year rebinding programme
‘sanctioned by the Government in 1939 had to be abandoned
owing to war-time scarcity of binding materials. The
Technical Assistant had not even an apology for a laboratory
and yet, suitable substitutes had to be found for many
chemicals formerly in use. A small sum was eventually
granted for a laboratory but the excellent work done there soon
convinced the Government that further expansion was not only
necessary but essential. Later, it was decided to mechanise
the repairing work as far as possible but import of the necessary
apparatus was held up by contingencies of war. When an
up-to-date microfilming camera was purchased as an Insurance
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measure, no room could be found for its installation and for
years it remained idle. The Preservation Section had
necessarily to limit itself to the most urgent cases of repair
and flattening of folded documents. With the restoration of
peace, steps have been taken to make up the leeway and
laminating and fumigating plants are already on their way across
the Pacific. But the war-time record is not altogether
discreditable. Inall, 1,655,271 sheets of documents have been
repaired, 1,825 volumes have been rebound, 14,934 bundles
and volumes have been fumigated, 60,250 bound volumes
have been treated with leather preservative despite distressing
lack of repairing materials. Since 1941, nearly 1,900,000
folded sheets have been flattened. FEarlier, an insecticide
paper was invented and a new method of repairing palm-leaf
manuscripts was evolved in the laboratory.

The reorganisation of the Preservation Branch brought to
the notice of the Department another crying need, that of
tramed technicians.  Archives Offices
were confessedly few but trained
archivists were fewer till and if any
improvement was to be effected, suitable training must be
provided for those who wanted to take up archives-keeping
as a profession. Accordingly the Government of India
approved of a training scheme and the Department admitted ‘a
few nominees of the Provincial and State Governments to the
newly-instituted Diploma Course (August 1943). In 1946
the syllabus was revised and forwarded to several foreign
experts of international fame for their comment and criticism.
The revised syllabus met with a large measure of approval
from all quarters and from the present year arrangement has
been made for awarding two stipends of Rs. 100/- each

Training in archives-
keeping.



64

per month to deserving trainees. So far, |18 trainees have
been awarded the diploma of whom 12 came from the States
and the rest from the provinces.

Archivists are concerned only with the papers in their own
custody ; at best, they can furnish outsiders with technical
information when sought, but obviously
they cannot properly look after
manuscripts in other people’s keeping. In the greater interest
of private archives, therefore, it is necessary that their
custodians should have a working knowledge of the elementary
principles of storage and preservation and however thorough
their training, the professional archivists also require the latest
literature on their subject but it is not always within easy reach.
Some medium of instruction and information had therefore to
be found to meet the needs of the layman as well as the
specialist. It was therefore decided that the Imperial Record
Department should publish a quarterly journal that would at
the same time bring out the results of researches done in the
country as well as reprint interesting articles from foreign
periodicals. It was not possible to give immediate effect to
this decision on account of adverse circumstances brought
about by the War. The publication of the Indian Archives
was however taken in hand without any additional staff and so
tar three issues have been published.

When their records were thrown open to bona fide students,
the Government tacitly but inevitably committed themselves
to a policy of removing existing
obstacles to research. In the first
place, it was expected that manuscript materials should be

The Indian Archives.

Publications.

available in print so that students working outside the records

office might also be able to utilise the original sources.
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Secondly, necessary reference media were to be supplied to
render the search work as easy as practicable. Accordingly,
a five-year publication programme with a view to printing
and publishing a total number of 39 volumes was prepared
and sanctioned in 1942, and two volumes of Index to Land
Revenue Records from 1830 to 1859, the shortest series in
the possession of the Department, were prepared and printed.
These two volumes were found to be exceptionally useful by
well-known Indian scholars to whom they were referred and
the Government decided to index the late Foreign and Political
Department’s pre-Mutiny records on the same lines. An extra
staff of eight was appointed for this specific purpose and the
first volume of the new index is now ready. When completed,
the new index will supersede the existing calendars, press-
lists and other works of reference. Under the five-vear
publication scheme typescripts of 19 volumes of Fort William
and Fast India House Correspondence have been distributed
among the editors, out of which five volumes have been made
ready for the Press, and one volume of Bengali records and one
volume of Sanskrit records have been published under Dr. Sen's
editorship, while Thevenot and Careri’s Indian Travels has
been sent to the Press. Of the old publications, Volume VII
of the Calendar of Persian Correspondence was out in 1940 ;
Volumes VIII and IX were completed by June 1944 but-they
could not be published for lack of paper and printing facilities
during the war. Volume X of the same series is now nearly
complgte. Besides these, A Manual of Rules Regulating
Access to Archives in India and Furope was compiled and
published in 1940 for the benefit of research students.

Nor did the Department fail to extend its expert services
to the States and provinces. It was announced that provinces,
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Services of the Keeper States an_d Residencies might requisition
of Records and the the services of the Government of
:ﬁﬂﬂfe si:ﬂ Smade India’s Keeper of Records whenever
and provinces. fates  necessary and full advantage has been

Covern | taken of‘ this f)ﬁer. In 1939 the

ment of Bombay asked him to mspect the records in

the Alienation Office at Poona and advise them as to the
best methods of preservation. At the instance of His
Excellency the Crown Representative, he inspected and
reported on the central and crown records in the custody of
the Governments of Assam, Benoal, Bihar Ori/ssa ‘Maddraﬁ
and the United Provinces and also advised,the 'Go;crnment;
of Mysore, Jaipur and Alwar as well as the Residency at
Mount Abu about the recrganisation of their respective records
offices. .An expert mender was sent to Bikaner and Abu
with a view to reconditioning fragile manuscripts and training
the local mending staff at the invitation of the authoritics
co.ncemef:l, and technical information has been supplied to
prvate individuals, public servants and learned instit\;tions
w!'xenever called for. Above all, contact has been established
with archivists and archives offices in Europe and America.

. The Department has steadily expanded since its inception

in 1891.  Sir George Forrest started with a modest staff of 9;

The present strength of the technical and administrative staff

1s 182* and even this is not sufficient for all the obligations

the Department has undertaken during the last nine years.

Last year it had to answer the enquiries and cater to the

needs of 107 students, supply 23,902 requisitions, write

11,558 letters, restore 13,302 papers and repair 125,548

sheets.

* See Appendix 1.
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The work 1s steadily mounting in volume from year to
year ; with the passing away of the old order the responsibilities

of the Department have enormously increased. During the

last nine years it was called upon to rescue the Bombay
Military records and the North-West Frontier Province records,
for, they were of no use to the local Governments and had
been consequently condemned for destruction. The North-
West Frontier Province records have gone back to their
original home but the records of the Bombay Command are
still in the National Archives. It has now been faced with
unexpected accessions from defunct Residencies and Political
Agencies, while the Ministry of States, heirr and successor
to the Political Department, have decided to transfer a million
of its files to the National Archives.

Such in brief is the history of the National Archives of
India. It has no politics. lts sole aim is to serve the
country irrespective of the character of the government of
the day. Its business is to cater to the needs of the rescarch
students and to preserve for posterity one of its most
cherished heritages—the written records of the country’s past.
‘Conscious of its present shortcomings, aware of its past failures
and fully alive to its future responsibilities, the National
Archives is sustained in its efforts to forge ahead by its
unfailing faith in its lofty ideal. So long as 1t strives to serve
the country, it will deserve well of the nation.



A Note on the Contents of the National Archives of India

Standing in isolation, removed from the bustle of the
Central Secretariat, the National Archives of India quietly
and unostentatiously holds its precious store of records in trust
for the'nahon and strives its best to provide optimum conditions
for their sa.fe storage.  Unknown to many except perhaps by
a name Yvhlch the style of its architecture ’squested to popular
imagination, it has so long been the butt of all ridicule for
its unremunerative activities ; yet it boasts of being the guardian
of a huge mass of records which, besides being irr:)mensc[y
useful for purposes of current administration, ** are probably
Fhe best historical material in the world " and form an
Important part of the nation’s cultural heritage. The steel
shelves of the Department house about 61,000 bound voh‘xmf’ls
and 2.9,000 bundles of unbound documents, covering abot-xt
14 miles of shelf space. The number is steadily increasing
by.annual accessions and the Department is already hard put
to it for want of sufficient accommodation. ’

The refgular series of records begins from 1748 but there
are mteresting collections relating to earlier years. In theory
the Department is to receive for custody all records of th(;
Government of India which are five years old and have therefore
cease:d to be required for frequent consultation and reference
but in ?ractice only a fraction of such records has found its
way to its permanent habitat.  While some of the Departments
have been unwilling to part with their records, this office
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also has not been over-anxious to receive them as the problem
of housing would have been difficult to tackle. The political
records after 1880 and the military records subsequent to
1893 are still with those departments. It will be noticed that
since the time of Forrest no accession of records under the latter
head has been registered.  Even in respect of the other depart-
ments, the time-limit has not been meticulously observed.

The records of the attached and subordinate offices of
the Government of India are more voluminous than those of
the administrative depariments but most of these ofhces stll
retain their own papers. Among the few such offices which
have transferred their records mention may be made of the Central
Board of Revenue, the Imperial Council of Agricultural Re-
search, Directorate General, Posts and Telegraphs and the
Survey of India. The Department is not unmindful of the
value of these records and has been collecting full information
regarding them and expects to take them over as soon as it has
been able to solve its problem of space. The question of
accommodation has already been taken up but in the meantime,
apart from the routine accessions of Departmental records, the
records of the defunct Residencies and Political Agencies have
started pouring in and are being squeezed into already crowded
stacks. Arrangement is also being made for reception of
Political Department records up to 1900, transfer of which has
alteady been decided upon.

It is not possible within the compass of a few pages to
attempt even a brief account of the most valuable documents
in the custody of the National Archives of India. ~ The bulk
of them is naturally in English but there is hardly any
important oriental language which is not represented among the
official records of the East India Company. Hence students of
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philology and linguistics also may hnd interest in records of
admittedly historical character. No cwvilised country is to-day
isolated from the world outside and India’s contact with other
lands and races is naturally reflected in her archives which
throw ample light on their history.  Nor are they limited to
purely political or commercial transactions. Some of these
papers refer to botanical, geological and anthropological
Investigations and experiments undertaken under the auspices
of the Government of India. Very recently the ** dead ™
tecords of the Survey of India have been transferred to the
custody of the National Archives of India and a preliminary
examination confirms the expectation that they are replete with
hitherto unexploited materials in which both students of history
and geography will be equally interested as they form a unique
record of the technical work of the Survey, well known for its
discoveries and accurate trigonometrical mapping of previously
unknown regions in and about India. An exhibition
representing the varied and variegated assets of the National
Archives of India has been organised for the Silver Jubilec
Session and the catalogue of the exhibits will serve as an
adequate introduction in this connection. Here we shall
attempt to attract the readers’ attention onl

y to a few fragments
of our heirlooms. ‘

To start with the records of foreign interest, the story of
the emigration of Indian labourers to colonial plantations
along with that of the slave trade in the Indian Ocean can be
studied in vivid details in the records of the Home and Foreign
Series. The documents in the Home Public Series from 1755
onwards provide instances of Indian slaves being exported,
‘which was really part of an international traffic operating from
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Madagascar in the West to Macao in the Fast. The East

India Company itself in its far eastern settlements was employer
of slave labour. The Land Revenue Records 1830-59, an
exhaustive index to which has been published in 2 volumes in
1940-41, abound with information about the employment of
American cotton planters, Chinese tea planters and Italian
sericulturists in India a century ago. Needless to say that
materials for all the Asian wars conducted by England and
financed by India, for instance the Afghan wars and the
Opium war, are available in plenty in the different branches
of Foreign Department records. The Medal and Prize Rolls
and the Bombay Adjutant-General's correspondence stacked
with our Military records, relate to campaigns in Cevlon, Java,
China, Afghanistan and even Egypt and Crimea outside
the geographical limits of Asia. The Foreign Miscellaneous
Series contains a number of highly interesting manuscript
reports and journals on some of the neighbouring  Asian
countries.  Quite a number of them relate to Central Asia and
the Middle East, as for many years British diplomacy was
notoriously suspicious of Russia. Thus we have in the same
volume Veterinary Surgeon William Moorcroft’s Report on
the Russian Trade on the North-Western Frontier of India
(1812) and Consular Officer Henry Willock's Account of the
State of Persia (1825) conveyed in the form of a letter
addressed direct to the British Foreign Minister, George
Canning. In a report dated 1833 and running over more than
1,000 " foolscap sheets Alexander Burnes, the noted
Central Asian explorer, who later lost his life during the
Afghan rising at Kabul in 1841, submitted a detailed survey
of the countries between India and Astatic Russia in which
commercial, political and military questions were treated with
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equal emphasis. There are two small treatises, both dated
1840, one containing Arthur Conolly's journal of a journey
between Kabul and Merv and the other James Abbott’s report
of a mission to Khiva. Conolly was one of the Company's
officers well known for Central Asian travels and had brought
out the experience of his overland journey from Encland to
India in 1834. He subsequently took part In theoAfghan
Campaign (1840) and went to Khiva as British envoy. The
manuscript in the Foreign Miscellaneous Series is of special
interest for it may be the last journal of his travels as he was
executed in captivity in Khiva in 1842. As a contemporary
account of Bokhara Conolly’s journal is of considerable im-
portance. Abbott's report on Khiva was later on Incorporated
in his Journey to Khiva (Lond. 1845). The documents relating
to the consequences of the frst Afghan war are not less
?nteresting than those relating to its origin. A minor episode
m‘the sequence was the memorial of Munshi Mohan Lal for
reimbursement on account of supplies provided for the British
Ammy at Kabul. There is a bundle in the Foreign
Miscellaneous Series containing the memorial and the original
papers relating to Mohan Lal's claims. Mohan Lal was a
Kashmiri Pandit educated at the English School at Delhik.
An adventurous youth, he was an indispensable element in
the Central Asian explorations undertaken by the
officials. He was an attach¢ to the British Agenc
first Afghan war and was responsible for rescuing a number of
English officials after the debacle of 1841. His Books in
English rank along with those of Burnes and Conolly as
authorities on Central Asia in the mid-nineteenth century. These
papers in the National Archives of India clearly bear out
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's comment that the shabby treatment

Company’s
y during the
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meted out to Mohan Lal reveals in lurid light the sense of
* gratitude " of the East India Company and its servants in India.

Documents relating to Further India, Eastern Archipelago
and China are also available in equal abundance.  Among the
reports and treatises in the Foreign Miscellaneous Series may
be mentioned Major Symes’s report on the embassy to Ava
(1803), report on the Emperor of Ava’s embassy to Cochin
China (1822), Anderson’s History of the East Coast of
Sumatra (1823) and the Canton correspondence (1831-32).
Michael Symes was twice sent to the court of Ava, fust by
Sir John Shore in 1795 and for a second time by Lord
Wellesley in 1803. The second mission was specially
undertaken to detect and counteract any French attempt after
the peace of Amiens to gain a foothold in Burma. The report
is thus of interest to Indian, Burmese, Brtish and French
students alike. The Burmese cmbassy to Cechin China
1822 was a curlous move, particularly because the leader of
the embassy was not a native of Burma. The leader
George Gibson was a Eurasian from South India. Besides
being a storehouse of information for the cultural, social and
political history of Cochin China, Gibson’s report provides
valuable account of the early French adventurers in that
country. John Anderson’s treatise on Sumatra, though
incomplete, is of interest, being the draft of a portion of his
now classic work Mission to Sumatra (Edin. 1826). The
Canton correspondence contains highly interesting letters,
official ‘notices, proclamations, cuttings from the Canfon
Register and sundry other documents for the years 1831-32,
which throw light on the political, commercial and social
history of the period. The National Archives of India is the
proud owner of one of the biggest collections of English
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documents on China and Anglo-Chinese relations. Besides the
different regular series of records (e.g., Secret or Political) which
include detailed accounts of Chinese affairs, there is a separate
section known as China Papers. These are tacked in 12 bundles
(now 9) and relate to the Opium war and its aftermath. The
Secret Series for the year 1853 (July 29) throw a flood of
light on the Taiping rebellion, its causes, progress and ideology.

Attention may be drawn to the notable series of

correspondence between the Indian rulers and the Company's

servants. Persian being the court language in most of the
Indian States a large portion of the letters are in that tongue.
Besides Persian, we have letters in Arabic, Hindi, Sansknt,
Bengali, Oriya, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Punjabi, Burmese,
Chinese, Siamese, and Tibetan. But letters not belonging to
any particular correspondence series are not necessarily devoid
of interest. We have a letter in Latin from Joseph 11, th'e
enlightened despot of Austria, to Haidar Ali of Mysore. . This
document seems to have come into the Company’s possession on
the fall of Seringapatam in 1799. We have a letter in Russian
from the Czar to the Huzrat of Khiva (1837) which seems to
have been intercepted by some English official or his local
agent engaged in anti-Russian operations on the eve .of the
firg Afghan war. Two isolated v.olumes contain the
correspondence that passed between Baji Rao, the flePosed
Peshwa, in exile at Bithur and the English commissioners
attached to him from 1826 to 1832. .
Documents of technical and scientific interest are found both
in the Home and Foreign series. A Home Public paper of 1791
has preserved for posterity four samples of flannel dyed with
Andaman, Coromondal, Siam and Brazil woods. Another
Home Public paper records the proceedings of a committee set
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o volu'mes on the transactions of the Palmer Company n
the F oreign Miscellaneous Series. These reveal the sad but
fafmlhar. story of an unscrupulous British firm exploiting the
difficulties of an Indjan State, in league with the offlci::ls of
the British Residency.

Thi‘s brief account of the archival wealth of India is only
1llustrat1Ye but it goes far to show that the official manuscript
records in the custody of the National Archives of India are

not only of national importance but of international interest
as well.

twi

MEMORIES OF THE COMMISSION
R. B. RAMSBOTHAM

HE Director of Archives in India has kindly asked me

to write a few lines about the early days of the Indian
istorical Records Commission. | think that | was one ot
ts earliest members, and the first meeting that I remember
vas in Calcutta, where Mr. A. F. M. Abdul A'"i had collected
i extremely interesting number of exhibits, revealing what
. wealth of material was to be found in the archives of the
arious Indian provinces, and i the possesion of private
Indian gentlemen : il anyone reads the mere lists of cxhibits
n those early meetings, they will share my wonder and
ydmiration at their survival. My second recollection 1s the
happy and friendly nature of those gatherings. At a time
vhen political feelings were running high no antagonisms spot't
sur discussions; much mutual information was obtained; and
sery pleasant faciliies were created for historical student:
rom all parts of India to combine in the essential task of
steserving  and  exploring  these priceless relics,  The
rrovincial governments, generally speaking, were co-operative,
hough some whispers, that were more than rumours, raised
worrifying doubts about the care and maintenance of documerits
‘hat had lost their immediate administrative value. One
.ould ramble on for a long time in reminiscences of the
senerous hospitality and cordial interest shown to the
“ommission and its members, but my chief memory is that each
neeting provided a very inspiring and happy feeling that much
-aluable work was being done in an atmosphere entirely free
'Yom racial or communal prejudices.

(77 )
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The records of the meetings of other savants and students
do not always show such harmony. 1 should like to conclude
with a heart-felt tribute to the members of the various Records
Depfartments in India: those gentlemen, working in very
restricted conditions, and with no public praise or reward,
have, between them, established an extremely capable body
of z.ar.chives-keepers; men with great technical ability in
repairing and preserving archives, and filled with a genuine love
of learning, and reverence for records : such men are invaluable,
and India has always had many such on whom she could count.
Tbey themselves are fortunate to serve under the presen
Dlrector of Archives : Dr Sen’s ripe and judicious scholarship,
his deep learning, and his entire devotion to the study of history,
not as a partisan but as an impartial scholar, have made him
the ideal holder of his responsible position, and he would be a
valuable Director of Archives in any country. | hope that
he will be spared to direct for many years to come the Indian
National Archives.

In conclusion, 1 respectfully beg permissivn to congratulate
the authorities of both of Pakistan and of India on their wise
and sc.holarly decision not to separate the archives : by keeping
them in tact, in spite of severe temptation otherwise, they
have set an example to the whole civilised world.

R. C. Majumpar

HE. Indian Historical Records Commission was constituted
by the Government of India in 1919 for the purpose
of * advising it on the best means of preserving its records,
listing and calendaring them, making them accessible to the
public, and publishing catalogues and reproductions of the
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more mmportant papers i the State Archives.” My personal
contact with 1t goes back to December 1929 when | attended
the twelfth session held at Gwalior as a reprcsentative of
the universities and a co-opted member. 1 also attended the
next session at Patna. | was more closely connected with it,
and regularly attended its sessions, since 1939, first as a
co-opted and corresponding member, and then as an ordinary
member from January 1942.  During this period, i.e., during
the last ten years, I have noticed a phenomenal incrcase in the
varlous activities of the Commissior and it has achieved to a
very large extent the object which has been defined above in
the words of Sir Jadunath Sarkar.

The most importani thing that struck me during these
vears is the widening of thc Commission’s bass by a closer
co-operation withi scholavs all over India, and an enormous
growth in the scope and nature of the activities of the Central
Record Office in Delhi. A« regards the first, it was mainly
brought about by a change in the constitution and the institution
of a Research and Publication Committee. The admirable
work done by stalwarts like Sir Jadunath Sarkar has now been
planned on a co-ordinated basis, and a five-year publication
programme, adopted in January 1942, was finally approved
in December of the same year in the nineteenth session at
Trivandrum. The programme contemplates publication of -no
less than 39 volumes, namely, 21 volumes of Court Letters,
10 volumes of selections from English records, and 8 volumes
of records in oriental languages. Of these, one volume has

.already been published and two are now in the press, while

five volumes are ready for publication. The delay has been
due to the difficulties of finding a suitable printing press owing
to the exigencies of the war. Besides the above, the
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Commission has published two volumes of indexes, one
volume of Calendar of Persian correspondence (2 more volumes
of this series being now in the press) and a manual of rules
regulating access to the archives in India and Europe. In
addition to these, one volume of index and one volume of
Ca!endar of Persian correspondence is ready for the press.
It 1s also gratifying to note that effect has been given to the
scheme of publishing a journal mainly devoted to archival
matters. These are creditable performances which have heen
made possible by the willing co-operation of a number of
scholars.  When the publication programme was first discussed
n th.e !Sth sesston at Mysore, | moved a resolution that the
provincial  governments, Indian States, universities and
learned societies be requested to allow scholars in their employ
facilities in the shape of leave and travelling allowances to
enable them to participate in the scheme. The resolution
was unanimously approved and many universitics and learnad
institutions have given effect to it, with the result that the
publication programme has achieved a unique success and has
already aroused enthusiasm and interest in almost all the
centres of learning in India. It would be hardly an
exaggeration to say that the Indian Historical Records
Commission is now broad-based on the goodwill and
'sym.pat.hetic interest of a large number of scholars and learned
mstitutions.

Along with the ambitious publication programme, increased
facilities have been provided to research students. More and
more records have been thrown open to bona fide research
students and more liberal rules have been adopted regulating
access to the archives and their use by research students. A
resolution was -adopted at Indore in December 1946.
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recommending that the records of the Government of India
and the provincial governments prior to 1901 be thrown cpen
to bona fide research students and that the Governments
concerned be moved to transfer all records, including Ciown
records up to 1901, to the custody of the record office under
them. It was brought to the notice of the Commission that,
although several provinces have good arrangements for their
record office, many of the provinces and States are still
lacking in them. A systematic effort has been made by the
Commission to improve the state of things and to invest the
Government of India with the responsibility of keeping a close
watch and scrutiny, so that the records in the different parts of
India may be satisfactorily preserved and prevented from
damage or destruction, and increased facilities be given to all
research students to utilise them.

A further step in the same direction has been the
institution of Regional Survey Committees in those provitces
where regular Survey Committees have not been set up by
provincial governments.  The Government of Bengal sadly
neglected its duty in the matter of records and I brought the
matter to the notice of the Commission. The Commission
requested the Government of Bengal (and other provincial
governments) to establish a regular Regional Survey
Committee, but as they pleaded inability to do so, the
Commission established an ad hoc Regional Survey Committee
for Bengal and Assam and | was appointed the Convener.
I got the support of a large number of scholars in Bengal
interested in the subject, and very satisfactory work has been
done during the last two or three years, although the
Govemnment of Bengal did not extend any financial support to
this body or show any active sympathy towards it. The
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made a ii 0}:: lll]nearthe.d several mportant documents and has

: gh examinati .
High Court. ton of the records of the Calcutta
Recentl
o thi CO);;,::; Government of India has increased the grant
programme for thee’ and we have adopted an ambitious
will for the frst : next five years which, if carried into fect,
the Indior 11 ime achieve in Bengal the objects with which
Although I h istorical - Records  Commission was  started.
g ave n5 personal knowledse of the starte

similar committees insti
ees instituted i .
. . n othe
o believe, I previnces,

work of the
| have reasons
commitices. t{}:zrtnl}:lly 'Conversallo? with cenveners of these

Onginally theiy are also doing very useful work.
was confined ;0 rec;:;])fc' of t,}"' Regional Survey Commiitee
the Government of B M private custody, and on this piea,
the rich collection fengal r(‘fu:"ed permission to us to examine
I accordingly movedothre;o;ds In .the Pa]ace at Murshidabad.
and it recommended the nhlan Hl? torical Records Commission
directed to explor a:]t ¢ R?glonal Survey Committces be
private as werl)l : anfﬁ cxamine old historical records in
Governments be  ofhal Cu§t0dy’ and that the local
remains to Vbe see rt;,ques;ed to give them all facilities. It
acts up to these ni d OVIV ar the present Government of Bengal
Government of B o si fhe COmm.].tteP has requested  the
Pa;tition’ of re ;ngab to consult it on the question of
Pakistn.  Bus cor fs etween West Bensal and Eatern
reply.” 1 can ’o:(]) -a}:’ the Committec has had no encouraing
West Béngal has nyt qu that slthough the Government of
Sy G ot yet been a'b!e to set up a regular Regional

y Committee it should utilise the ‘services of the ad hoc

Committee th ists 1 ;
at exists in deciding u i : :
partition of records g upon important questions like
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There has been considerable improvement in the arrangement

s and cxhibition mn connection with the

ol the gencral meeting
important

annual  session  of the Commission. An
innovation has been the publication of a brochwe containing
a summary of the papers lo be read at the general meetinz.
This enables the members to prepare beforehand for discussion
in order to elucidate important points arising out of the papers.

But by far the most remarkable change durinz the period
be seen in the Central Office at Delhi.
as grown Into a huge establishment
Only about a month

under review 1s to
From a small body it h
consisting of not less than 182 emplovees.
a¢o when I attended certain mectings of Commuttees appointed
there was something like a social
cathering arranged by the employees of the Recurd Office 1n
Delhi. It was an agreeable surprise to find around us a
distinguished ~ gathering including some cminent cholars m
history who are engaged in different types of work for preserving
the records and bringing them to the notice of the public.
New methods have been introduced for the preservation and
restoration of documents and new machinery have been
imported. The Commission recommended to the Government
of India to provide necessary staff and building for housing
and working the machinery, and though we have not received
all that we wanted, still there has been a considerable
improvement- in this respect. I got some figures from the

Central Office and 1 think the following language of statistics

would kest convey an idea of the recent activities of the Central

Office.

by the Commission,

Preservation Works since 1939.

Sheets of documents repaired
Volumes rebound

1,655.271
1,825
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Bundles and volumes fumigated ) ) 60,250
Folded sheets flattened (since 1941) | . . 1,900,000

I may add also the following figures for 1947.

Requisitions supplied

23,902

Papers restored . . . . ) 13,302

No. of sheets repaired . . ) . . 125,548
No. of sudents whose enquiries have been

answered | . . . . . . 33

No. of research students . . . 74
No. qf trainees awarded Diploma since 1943

(besides certificate to 7 trainces) . ) . 18

Apart from the supervision of the huge establishment, the

Director of National Axchives of India, as the Head oi the
Department is now styled, has other important activities. One
of these is the inspection of documents in States and provinces.
It was recommended by the Commission in 1942 that the
Keeper of the Records, as he was then called, should make a
periodical inspection of the records of the Government of
India and the Crown in provincial custody and circulate the
reports of inspection to members of the Commission. In
pursuance of this recommendation, the present Director of
National Archives has visited several record offices and
made valuable recommendations which are gradually being
givan effect to.

In various other ways also there has been increased
co-operation between the Central Record Office in Delh and
the States and provinces. A notable example is furnished by
the Calcutta High Court records. [t was brought to the notice
of the Commiscion that the High Court wanted to destroy
many -old records. A formal request was made to the Chief
Justice net to destroy them but to transfer them to some record
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office in Bengal or to any university il? t.he prgzmce..tt Tl:;
Chief Justice was not in tavour Qf appointing a dommndeefor
cxperts for scrutinising the old records con Zmnc -~
destruction, but on the representation of some members ol y
Commission, he agreed that such records. Shm;]]dcbs pi::;:)n
before an expert for scrutiny. At my suggestion, t eh om‘m use
recommended the name of Dr N. K. Sinha for tS?3 :urzoen;
This was accepted with very good result. l}))r [—;n}? Ciurt
many months in scrutinising the rec_ords of the lgth o
and has collected many interesting docufnents f ;3 1al
valuable light on the various aspects of the history lo Oinii;
during the 18th and 19th centuries. The resuf ts by
researches will soon be published t'he form '0 dda to our
volume which, 1 am sure, will 'conmderably a
knowledge of the history of this period. h vincial

The Central Office has also offered to help the pro

irl scords. The
Governments in  repairing the damaged records o
Government of India to establrs

Commission has requested the -

a Repair Room for records and cxtend 1ts efemceTh‘
Indian Statss and the public. his
States which
to provide for
instruments.

provinctal government-, ' 1
would be very help‘ul to many provinces ai
are unable, from their own limited resources,

t ] i -to-date
such repair rooms equipped with up-to " o
and State governments have D

the Indian Records Department
lidated guide to the records in

Further, the provincial .
requested to co-operate with
in the preparation of a conso
India.

In order to establish a still closer co-onera , betweer
the Central Record Office and those of the provine Iy
years ago that all pre-Mutiny records m
be placed in charge of the

tion between

States, | proposed two
the custody of local governments
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Indian Records Department and be made a central suljject for
the purposes of administration. [ did not mean by this
resolution that these records should be bodily transferred from
the provinces and States o Delhi.  What 1 inended was
\hat there should be unformity in the method of Preservahion
and classification of these records and theyr accessibility 1o
research students.  There are certain provinces and States
which maintain good record offices, but there are others
which for various reasons are unable to do so. My proposal
would have enabled the latter, with the help of the Centra!
Government, to mamtain an up-to-date record office with all
facilities to research students. It was considered at lenath
. by various committees and, in substance, has now been
approved by the Commission. Perhaps  some negotiations
between the Central Government and the provincial and the
State governments would be necessary for this purpose, but,
if my proposal be ultimately given effect to, 1t will establish
a very intimate and cordial relation between all the record
offices in India and ensure a uniform policy of administration.
~ In pursuance of the same policy, it has further been
recommended in the Jaipur sesston, held in F ebruary 1948,
that the administrative control of pre-1902 records, formerly. in
the custody of Residents to Indian States, should be
transferred to the Central Record Office.
*The Central Office has also provided ample facilities to
research students. In addition to better arrangements {oy
reading, the shelf-arrangements and the system of indexing

full reference, but actual access to
within a very short time. -
facilities when 1 went to

the. documents he wants
I had personal expenence of these
Delhi to consult some records ahout

" iddle of the
j ' av going back to the middle o

Il\g&::a::?ntuii] g‘:‘i to tghe fxcellent classiﬁca(til.onoz:r;;:l 21‘;ethtc}:<i
of indexing, the department placed‘ at myh :s;l) ol all e
available records at a very short notice, so ’t a Jcould hmih
my work during a stay of two to three d;xl)s. the voue o
such facilities can only be appreciated by t o;e w o vork with
records, and every research student in modern dlsO ﬂzt "
consider it a great boon that the Cent'ral Rec(;)rt o vhuge
made such an excellent arranglement in regard to ‘
qual}ijiy Og:::';i:igr: ltlia(jlszz;ii(.iered many new plans anc:
N es for cultural improvement and also' ma.de sevet:
progx:::ldations for the advancement of hlstonca]lg ;E}u v
reco : | by
B e dBritiSh t?rf;]oti;: (ﬁier:rrllznta;f lndia to

i ved reques : : )
:::isz;l)ltm:ntewn?;ezo plan qfor secur'ing typeszlptdor HXT;;;:::
copies of records relating to Fndla fron.l abroad. ! noow
this course was not found practicable during the l\:var,dl ::r n
high time to give effect to it. A regular search an d Otho);
in the archives of Holland, Portugal, l'r'ance cz;n ' t};’
countries which came into close contact with l‘n 1al n m‘.
[7th and 18th centuries, would undoubtedly revea m—a \
lnter?ﬁlnggci(;frl;?;:;:)ﬁ.also recommended that all the universities
in lndiae be placed on the free distribuh’nn.list oflth'e Ce‘r::fxcl};
provincial and State governments. .Tl'.us resﬂo ution ek
was moved by me as early as lI]f)42, if glve}r: zf e:‘tlet:,, s\Csho()lar

way 1n bringing within easy reac y sc

5;)1 jhfrieri;orta)rllt documents published 'in'anyh;}z:irt (:fPlncd}::‘.var
In the 22nd session of the Commission held at Pes o
in October 1945, an elaborate programme for the cultura
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roefcogset;ucatlion Cofl India drawn up by the Royal Asiatic Society

O behglf,f ::Cgtta: was placed before the Commission.

SUggestionso a:] de ?tuety. l]1 e){[;]aincd the details of the various
tons, alter a healt d helpf

oo ™ y and helpful discussion, the
pported the proposals. O i

o . . ne of these, viz., the

establishment of an All-lndia Cultural Institute in order to

romot 1 N ; .
llaast ye: Vfl’)noui arz ]l‘ncl]udmg music and dancing, was approved
r by the All-India Educati ’

, s cational Conference ‘ene
by t'l}eth‘n ble Minister of Education. comened

€ .Om 1ss1 ~
e reat mlfsslon [.)ressed. upon the Government of Incia
unwarrant dydo ma king suitable legistation  for preventing
e ted destruction of historical documents and manuscript:
recom el:i ]export from India. The Commission also
o mendec 'the establishment of cultural relations “l
oreign countres. nswih

The C 1881

hew spirit OH;ml}slsxon. further proposed that in keeping with the
pirit of the times, the name of the Imperial Record

Department should be ch * Nat;
India * and this has be:n Zn?eg.ed ‘o National Archives of

Special reference must be m 1
the Di.rector of National Archive:ieastorc;}:erg:z: i‘;"‘”ce e
}:; urmtri\g ulpon t.he (;xovemment of India the observaniecz\fm:}z

ernational principles 1n itiom
recorf:‘s between lncg)ian Domitr}:iim r::gelr)al(:i{stasamxmng thle
of his urgent representations, it has been dec.ided Stl? ‘es‘}’](
lr)ecords which are a\.t present in the Indian Dominion shélﬁil :1 :
t : tr;;no(\;zc‘ll,erbut mlcro-ﬁPTm ’copies may be supp'ied on demanti
o ¢ nment of . alusta.n. This line of action, which
ows the approved international policy in this respect, has

been fully endorsed by the Commission, and it is confidently
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expected that it will also be observed if and when any
question arises about the partition of provincial or State records.

In conclusion, | must refer to the very many social functions
which have now come to be regarded as an essential feature
of the annual sessions of the Commission. Members who
have attended these meetings must remember with vivid
pleasure the many tours to places of historical interest and the
varied entertainments in the form of tea, dinners, dances and
musical programme, etc., which were arranged in their honour
by the local organisers. Another interesting feature 1s the
number of popular lectures delivered by the visiting members
of the Commission which have always evoked great mterest
among the local intelligentsia. There is no doubt that by these
means a very intimate and cultural contact has been established
between the members of the Commission and the local people.
Above all, these functions have served the great purpose of
popularising the main idea of the Commission, namely, that
an effort should be made by all to recover from private custody
the valuable records of the past which still lie hidden from
the public eye. The great interest and enthusiasm which the
annual session evokes in the locality will, 1 am sure, induce
the gentry of the neighbouring region to appreciate the motive
of the Commission and the nature of their mission, and to
voluntarily offer the records which may ke in their possession.
In general, there has been a distinct improvement among the
lay public in their appreciation of the value of historical
records and the necessity of making them accessible to scholars ;
and the more ths jdea s spread, the better for the future
historical studies of India.

Fven the brief summary of the various actwities of the
Commission whieh 1 have sketched above will, 1 hope, be
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sufficient to convince anybody of the ciminent service rendered
by the Commission within the short span of its existence. |
only hope that the Commission will continue its useful carcer

and render equal service to the cause of history in the coming
years.

G. S. Bajpai

OR eight years, ie., from 1932 to 1640, | was

Chairman  of the Indian Historical Records
Commission. Diring this relatively long period, 1 could
manage to attend only one annual session. This was duc
not to any lack of interest in the Commission’s activities but
to pressure of work at headquarters. The one session over
which [ presided in Poona I greatly enjoyed. It gave e an
opportunity of meeting some of our distinguishedﬁ historians,
including their doyen, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, and to get an idea
of the extracurricular interest of our historical scholars.  One
must not forget that, in this as in other branches of knowledge,
thc? bul‘k. of the study and research is done by teachers in our
universities.

The value of official records as a source of history has
l(zng been appreciated in Europe. Indeed, Acton, a great
historian  despite the smallness of his written output,
considered no work on modern history to be authentic unless
it was based on a thorough and critical study of official
records.  Sorel’s work on the French Revolution was based
almost exclusively on the study of the relevant material
the National Archives of France. Inda, especially durins

the last 150 years, managed to accumulate a vast treasure of

written material to serve as a source, perha.os the primarv
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source, for the wnting of this interesting period of her history.
The search for this material and its arrangement, subjectwise
and chronologically, has been no easy task. (Government,
of course, had to take the initiative in starting 1t ; its successful
pursuit, however, depend upon the interest and collaboration of
scholars outside the service of Government. The purpose
and the endeavour of the Indian Histonical Records
Commission were to sift, preserve and arrange India’s official
records and to enlist the support of all historic scholars.

How ample the success of the activities of the
Commission has been in recent years i1s a question which I
cannot answer from direct personal participation. Both
time and opportunity have been lacking. What | have heard
from friends is that progress has been remarkable. Much
of this, if I may say so, is due to the enthusiasm, the
scholarship and mastery of the archivist’s technique of
Dr. Sen. It was my privilege to select him for his present
post. It is one of the few decisions of my official life which
I shall remember with pride. May the Commission, in
particular, and historical scholarship in India, in general, long
enjoy his inspiration and guidance.
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APPENDIX A
'

~ Government of India, Department of Education, Resolution

No. 77 (General), dated 21st March 1919.

The Government of India have been considering for some time
past the question of making the official records in India more accessible
than at present to students of history and of
removing, so far as possible, any existing
obstacles to research. In framing suggestions

to this end, they have been assisted by the recommendations of the

Royal Commission on the Public Records of England and Wales.

Certain questions arising from the application of those recommendations

to Indian records were laid before local Governments.  After considering

their replies and consulting expert advice, the Government of India
have decided to introduce the following changes in their own Record

Office and they recommend a like procedure in the offices of the local

Governments.

2. The records of India are kept partly in the Records Office

ot the Government of India, and partly in the provincial Records
1 Prosent positi offlges. The system hitherto followed in

resent  position. their treatment 1s evolved from the practice
fcf)“owed in the English Record Office and consists in the preparation
of :—

(i) a press-list giving a complete list of documents, with some
indication of their dates and contents;

(i) a calendar giving a precis of nearly every document of
importance or a reference to some publication where it may
be found.

Were full effect given to this system, it would greatly facilitate
the work of students and serve to remove some of the difficulties which
now militate against research. But the progress made has not been
satisfactory and the system has been characterised as defective by the
Commission in England. Press-lists are regarded as too meagre.
Calendaring is admitted to be a process too slow, too elaborate and
too costly for application to modern State papers. Such critli?sms of
the method pursued in England have still greater weight iff India,
where widély scattered collections and paucity of workers present
additional difficulties.

3. In supersession of this system, the Government of India have
now decided that the best method of rendering the records accessible
Method of treatment in to the public will be as follows : —

the future 7 A

Records to be made more
accessible.

»
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(i) The preparation of a list of the volumes or bundles contained
in the Records offices accompanied by a descriptive han
__ to their general contents.
'(_1_1) The calendaring of certain documents only.
() Tl}e reprinting mn full of certain specified classes of documents-
By defilmg with the records on these principles, it will be possible
to discontinue the preparation of press-lists except so far as may !
necessary to finish a volume which is in hand or to complete a definite
series which is capable of completion within three or four years. In
the same way, when the preparation of calendars now actually in han
has been completed, no fresh calendars should be prepared except
n accordance with the system now suggested. .
Some amplifications of the three new methods now proposed 18
found in _the paragraphs below.
4. It is an essential preliminary that in each Records office there
Catalogues and handbook. should be a printed list or ca'talogue.OE the
. ‘ volumes and bundles which it contains.
Such lists require to be supplemented by a brief catalogue raisonn¢
or handbook on lines similar either to the Madras handbook publishe
by the Curator of the Madras Records or to the more detailed catalogue
of Orme manuscripts prepared by Mr S. C. Hill.

/

A student of history will ordinarily with the help of the printed i

catalogues and handbooks be placed in a position to know whether 2
particular office is likely to contain papers of the kind required by him:
The offices _already contain in a greater or less degree a series ©
manuscript indices to the proceedings, which have been compile
contemporaneously with the proceedings themselves, and these indices
though often defective are utilized for tracing documents for adminis-
trative purposes. lf a moderate degree of attention is devoted to the
maintenance and where necessary to the completion of these indices.
it is believed that when a student has ascertained the existence in the
office of any class of documents of which he is in search, he will
able with the help of these indices to be placed by the records sta
n possession of such documents as he may desite. By these means
the Government of India hope to attain the object for which press-
lists lave hitherto been compiled without incurring the loss of time
anft-‘l_lmoney which the continued preparation of such pres-lists wou
entail. *

5. For the benefit of the general public and of students who are
unable to visit the Records offices or to read the documents in
L Calendars. desirable. But the matter to be dealt
with in these calendars would be so limited as to enable the calendaring

vernacular, the preparation of calendars may .
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to be completed within a reasonable limit of years and would be
defined under a pre-arranged system so as not to be subject to alteration
by individuals. The precise fields to be selected for this purpose
would be determined by the Indian Historical Records Commission,
described in paragraph 8 below; but as at present advised, the
Government of India would confine the preparation of calendars to
the despatches passing between the Indian and the Home Government,
certain series of vernacular records and a few selected series of English
records.

6. The Government of India in the third place hope that the
reprinting in full of certain records or selections of records will be
undertaken (a) by the Government itself,
(b) by private societies, and individuals with
financial assistance from Government, and (¢) by such societies or
individuals without such help.

(a) As regards work to be done by Government it is worth
mentioning that a certain amount has already been accomplished,
though on no uniform plan. In Bombay, Madras and the
Central Provinces, for instance, a large number of fasciculi
have bcen issued containing interesting reprints of individual
reports or special series of correspondence and a valuable
collection of papers has been reprinted by the Punjab Govern-
ment in ten volumes. Any series at present under reprint
might suitably be concluded, but for the future the Govern-
ment of India desire that except in the case of records showing
signs of decay or likely to perish, such reprinting should be
confined to records of a date previous to 1702.

(b) The Government of India are of opinion that an arrangement
under which Government should subsidize reprinting by
private societies or individuals may suitably be introduced to
meet the case of special classes of records, the determination
of the records to be so treated resting with the Government
or with the Commission proposed in paragraph 8 below. The
publications thus subsidized should, however, be confined to
copies of unedited records or translations of vernacular records
which have not before been published in Eng}nsh. ‘

(c) The Government of India consider that publication of reprints
without financial help from Government, if carried out by
competent persons, should be encouraged in every possible
way, and all necessary facilities should be given by Govern-
ment officers to the students who undertake it.

7. In addition to the steps explained above, which the Government

of India think can be taken to bring the contents of the records to

Reprints.
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the notice of . :
of those who wish to use them for research, arrangements

Accessibility of records omf?]y suitably be made by the various Records
. to students. des(i:f: t:ersﬂnt"pmper facilities to those who
or thi 3 ersonally to consult the ts.
to gov:rnpli'hl::osﬁs: St;nes of rules is desirable for each R:ci?lcsm:g::;
been introduced in (t)h r%t:ords by students. Such rules have alteady
are framed for oth tf:{ engal Record Room and where similar rules
before the public erh ecords offices efforts are required to keep them
Professors of Histow o (;})Iey affect by communicating them to the
The Government ofryl ’3_ lleges and Universities and in other ways.
attond the ‘grant of f ndia recognise tha't considerable advantage would
records and they wourlecf ;CCCSS» with suitable precautions, to the earlier
the advice of the Indi e prepared to have the matter considered under
ment of India V:ou?d o l}:llstoncal Records Commission. The Govern-
a fuller interchange t?lt the same time like arrangements to be made for
Records offices ax?d an at present of the publications of the various
B i e, and a more extensive sale of these to the public.
should have at the{:’e?; of India feel that in these questions they
o o 'SPOS}al a permanent body of expert advisers
ndian }é'“"".cal. Records \ﬁlose opinion would carry weight with the
ommission. Ec?irds ofﬁce!s and the public. With such
that the methods ad 3 ody at hand for advice, they are convince
historical students 19}?:; h:;ould mt:;t Ithe real wants of genuine
v . IO € accordin 1 1
ln%Ila)nTl—}zxst(glcal Records Commissiong'y cg::ili?r:l tof constitte 27
Ed: ecretary to the Government of lndig OD'—-t t of
(2) Th cation, ex-officio President. + Department ¢
e K_eeper of the Records of
3) ,‘ijfh'oﬂ';cto Secretary.
(4) The Reamr of R iegd Offce, ex-offcio member
ecords, Bengal, ex-offici '
5 P T Sukn, N
- ¢ Ven'ble Archdeacon W. K. Firming
(7 g'Li(t.. member. eacon W. K. Firminger, M.A., B.D.,
() Crfgg ol bl Wi, .. entr
The ex-officio ore, B.A., member.
members wi"ﬁ}i:idm:&,n ber; will be permanent, but the rest of the
headquarters of the Co ce tor a period of three or five years The
meet twice a y¢ar—-t}::m|m?n will be at Delhi and it would ordinarily
on by the Keeper of the éoutms work between meetings being carrie
aéo permanent  Secretary f:ort}:eo‘:(t)};e C‘.Ov.emment of India, Calcutta,
mmission would mmission. The duties of the
be of a purely consultative character; it woul

the Government of India,
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make enquiries and recommendations regarding (i) the treatment of archives
for the purposes of historical study in all provinces of India and in
such Indian States as might seek their advice; (i) the scale and plan
on which the cataloguing, calendaring and reprinting of each class of
documents should be undertaken: (iii) the sums required for encouraging
research and publication in respect of unpublished documents; (iv) the
extent to which and the manner in which documents should be open to
inspection by the public; and (v) the training of Indian students from
the Universities in methods of historical research and the selection of
competent editors and assistants for the publication of documents. The
Government of India have also arranged to place at the disposal of
their Department of Education, when the financial conditions improve,
a grant of money, the distribution ol which would be effected annually
after consultation with the Commission.

9. In order to enable the Commission 10 follow the progress of
the work in the various Records offices, the Government of India

desire that each officer in charge of a Records

Annual repa).ns of record  office containing archives of historical interest

ofhees. hould submit annually to the local Govern-

ment concerned a very brief report containing information as to the

work done in respect of cataloguing. calendaring, reprinting, indexing

and weeding of all the older records and the use made by public of

the facilities afforded by the Records offices. 1f the officer i charge

exercises supervision over district records also, a brief note on the
results of that supervision may be added to his report.

10. Among the difficuities attendant on historical research in India,
the most prominent is the fact that documents are scattered, with the
. . result that the student even of a single subject
(‘O“C"‘"tmt_"’" dO[ older  1nay have to prosecute his investigations at

records. widely distant places. In Madras steps have
already been taken to remedy this defect; district records previous to
1820 and. it s understood, certain  other documents have been
concentrated in the provincial Record Room. It is possible that other
local Governments will follow their lead. The cataloguing and
inspection of district records is in any case desirable.  The larger
question of removing the older records to a central office for all India
has been considered from time lo time. but has. not unnaturally,
encountered opposition. The Government of India accordingly make
no further suggestion on this subject at present, though the matter
i« one which the Indian Historical Records Commission will doubtless

consider.
of this Resolution be forwarded

Order.——Ordered that a copy this .
to the local Governments and Administrations noted in the margim
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for information and guidance. hOrdered also that a copy be forwarded
to the Home Department, Finance Depart-

%:g;‘:i" gr‘::t?:ci;s Beﬁﬁ:ﬂ; ment, Public Works Department, Depart-
and  Orissa, 'Puniab. Een-t .Of Revenue ~and _ Agriculture,
egislative  Department,  Foreign _ an

Burma, Central Provin
. ces. o
Assam, North-West Political Department, Department of Com-

Frontier Province, Coor .
; , g merce and Industry, Railway Department
and Delhi. ;\l}all‘way %oard). Army Department, Indian
. unitions Board, Financial Adviser, Military
E)l:ali':ncfec;r n:ng the Keepe_:r of the Records of the Government of India
in th a|l<>n and guidance and that the Resolution be published
€ supplement in the Gazette of India.
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APPENDIX B

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS.

RESOLUTION.
(EDUCATION.)

Simla, the 16th September 1941.

No. F. 92-9/30-E.—In their Department of Education Resolution
No. 77, dated the 2lst March 1919, the Government of India
announced their decision to adopt certain measures with a view to
making the official records in India more accessible than before to
students of history and to removing any existing obstacles to research.

ne of these measures was the constitution of the Indian Historical
Records Commission which was intended to serve as a permanent body
of experts whose opinion would carry weight both with the Government
and the public. It was laid down that the duties of the Commission
would be of a purely consultative character; it would make enquiries
and recommendations regarding (i) the treatment of archives for the
purposes of historical study in all provinces of India and in such
Indian States as might seek their advice, (ii) the scale and plan on
which the cataloguing, calendaring and reprinting of each class of
documents should be undertaken, (iii) the sums required for encouraging
research and publication in respect of unpublished documents, (iv) the
extent to which and the manner in which documents should be open
to inspection by the public, and (v) the training of Indian students
from the Universities in methods of historical research and the selection
of competent editors and assistants for the publication of documents.

2. At present the Commission consists of seven experts and the

following four ex-officio members :~- .
(1) The Secretary to the Government of India, Department of
Fducation, Health and Lands ex-officio President.

(2) The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India,

ex-officio Secretary. )
(3) .The Curator, Madras Record Ofhce.
(4) "The Keeper of the Records of the Government of .Bengal.
Besides these, there is another categorv of members designated as
‘ of membership was

Corresponding  Members.”” This new class W
created in pursuance of a recommendation made hy the Commission

at its sixth meeting i 1924 and it now includes over 50 persons. The
main function of these members is to conduct rescarch among records
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and to bring to the notice of the Commission such historical documents
in private custody as they may discover. It has also been the usual
practice to invite contributors of papers to the public meetings of the
Commission and persons taking interest in the Commission’s activities
to attend the annual sessions as co-opted members.

3. During the two decades which have elapsed since its constitution,
the Commission has held seventeen meetings at various important centres
in India, including two in Indian States, and has done much to foster
an interest in historical records and to stimulate research in Indian
history. A great deal, however, yet remains to be done. For
example, many provinces are still without any organized Record ofhces.
Some Provincial Record offices are not vet in a position to provide
research scholars with the handbooks and calendars contemplated by
the Commission. No regional surveys have been orgamized with a
view to rescuing valuable manuscript records in private custody from
inevitable ravages of insect pests, age ancd other destructive agents,
No scheme has so far been evolved for training university students in
scientific methods of historical research. The experience gained up to
the present clearly indicates that substantial progress can only be achieved
by greater and more active co-operalion between the Commission on
the one hand and the Provincial Govemments, Indian States, Universities
and learned institutions on the other.

4. In order to promote such co-operation, the Government of India
are now pleased to sanction, after consultation with Provincial Govern-
ments, Indian States, Indian Universities and learned societies interested
in the matter, a scheme for the reorganization of the Indian Historical
Records Commission on a broader basis. They have decided that the
Commission shall in future consist of members of the following three
categories :—

(A) Ordinary Members—

(1) The Honourable Member in charge of the Department of
Education, Health and Lands, Government of India, ex-officio

o President.

(i) Not more than five experts appointed by the Government of
India on account of their specialised knowledge of the treat-
ment of archives or their contribution to Indo-British History.

(i) One nominee each of such Provincial Governments and Indian
States as may have organized record rooms. ¢

(iv) The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India,
ex-officio Secretary.

The existing ex-officio and other Ordinary Members of the Commission
shall be regarded as having ceased to be such, with effect from the
date of this Resolution, with the exception of the Keeper of the Records

f01

of the Government ol India who continues to be ex-officio Secretary
under (.xv) above. The new ex-officio President shall also be regarded
as having assumed charge of his duties in that capacity with effect
from the same date.

(B) Corresponding Members.—The selection of members in this
category will be confined to persons directly interested in records, only
published work of sufficient merit being accepted as satisfactory evidence
of such interest. It is intended that their number should eventually be
limited o 40, excluding persons residing in the United Kingdom, but
the existing Corresponding Members shall continue to be so until the
expiration of the term for which they have already been appointed.
Corresponding Members will have the option of attending the public
meetings of the Commission and may, by special invitation, participate
in the deliherations of the members’ meetings. They will, however,
be expected to bear their own expenses,

(C) Associate Members.—All members of the Research and
Publication Committee mentioned hereafter will have the status of
ssoclate Members.  They will be entitled to attend the members’
meetings and will enjoy the rights of the Ordinary Members.

5. The Commission will have the following two adjuncts :—
(1) A Research and Publication Commitfee.—The duties of this
ommittee will briefly be to further the research activities of the Record
offices of the Central and Provincial Governments and Indian States
and to undertake or to promote regional surveys for bringing manuscript
records in private cusiody to public notice as well as to suggest ways
and means for their preservation and publication whenever necessary.
he composition of this Committee will be as follows :— '
(a) The Educational Commissioner with the Government of India,
ex-officio Chajrman. o
(b} The experts appointed as Ordinary Members of the Commission
under paragraph 4 (A) (i) above. ‘
(¢} One nominee each of such Provincial Governments and .lnd.lan
States as may co-operate with the Commission in the publication
of Provincial and State Records. ‘ o
(d) One nominee each of such leammed societies and universities
as may co-operate with the Commission in its publlca‘hon
. programme and in conducting regional survevs and explorations
of archives in India. '
(¢) The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India as

ex-officio Secretary. o
The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India will also

remain the general editor of the Indian Records Series but, whenever
necessary, the service: of other experts will be utilized 1o assist in
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the publication of any particular volume or volumes. The Research
and Publication Committee will, especially in the matter of regional
surveys, need regional co-operation, whether purely official or official
and non-official combined. The Government ot India trust that Govermn-
ments of the Provinces and Indian States will set up regional organisa-
tions constituted according to the special needs of the ternitories under
their control, to co-operate with the central organization on which they
will be {ully represented.

(2) A Local Records Sub-Committee.— The main function of this
Sub.Committee will be to advise the Keeper of the Records of the
Covernment of India on such matters connected with the work of the
Impertal Record Department as may be referted to it. It will consist
of the following :—

(a) The Educational Commissioner with the Government of India,
ex-officio Chairman.

(b) A nominee of the Secretary to His Excellency the Crown
Representative.

(¢) A Corresponding or an Associate Member of the Commission
ordinarily residing in Delhi Province selected by the Govemn-
ment of India.

(d) The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India,
ex-officio Secretary.

6. The Government of India desire that the nominees of the

Provincial Governments and the Indian States to be appointed as
Ordinary Members of the Commission should be their official spokesmen
competent to represent their point of view on all questions concerning
the Provincal Governments or the Indian States, as the case may be,
in their administrative and financial aspects, and that the nominees of
these authorities and of learned societies and Universities to be appointed
as members of the Research and Publication Committee should be
men of academic distinction with a considerable amount of original
research work on the British period of Indian history to their credit.
This does not exclude the possibility of the same person being selected
to represent a Provincial Government or an Indian State, as the case
may be, on both the Commission and the Committee, though a
Provincial Government ot an Indian State will be at liberty to nominate
different persons to serve on the two bodies.

7. The Ordinary Members of the Commission and members of the
Research and Publication Committee (other than ex-officio Ordinary
Members of the Commission and ex-officio memhers of the Research
and Publication Committee), as also all Comes nding Members of
the Commission, will be appointed for a term oFO five years, but they
will be eligible for re-appointment. ’ ’
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8. The travelling allowance of the ex-officio President and Secretary
of the Commission, the ex-officio Chairman and Secretary of the
Research and Publication Committee and the experts referred to in
paragraphs 4 (A) (ii) and 5 (1) (b) will be a charge on Central revenues.
The ex-officio President and Secretary of the Commission, the ex-officio
Chairman and Secretary of the Rescarch and Publication Committee
and any officials appointed as experts under paragraphs 4 (A) (i) and
5 (1) (b) will draw travelling allowance as on tour for attending
meetings of the Commission or the Committee and the expenditure will
be debited to the same head as their pay. Non-officials appointed
as experts will draw travelling allowance at first class rates and their
daily allowance will ordinarily be Rs. 5 per diem but in special cases,
such as those of persons who are employees of non-official bodies like
Universities, e.g., Vice-Chancellors, and who are in receipt of a pay
exceeding Rs. 1,000 per mensem, the amount of daily allowance
will be regulated in accordance with Supplementary Rule 5). The
expenditure will be met from the budget grant of the Imperial Record
Department. The Provincial Governments, the Indian States, the
Universities and learned societies concerned will be required to bear
the travelling allowances of their nominees serving as Ordinary Mf.:mb.ers
of the Commission or as members of the Research and Publication
Committee.

9. Facilities will be provided at the Imperial Record Department,
New Delhi, for training a limited number of students in scientific
methods of (i) the storage, preservation and repair of records and
(ii) historical research. The Provincial Governments, the Indian States,
Universitics and learned societies will, the Government of India hope,
avail themselves of these facilities and send suitable persons for such
training either at their own expense or at the expense of the persons
concerned. When necessary, they may also apply to the Government
of India for the services of the Keeper of the Records of the Govern-
ment of India to advise them on matters connected with records, but
they will have to bear the travelling allowances of the Keeper of the
Records and any stafl accompanying him, it he has to visit any place

for this purpose. ) ) ’ f
10. The Government of India desire that the re-orgamization o

the Indian Historical Records Commission on lbe lines now laid down
should be completed in time for the next session of the Commission
which is to he held at Mysore nol Jater than January 1942 and. that
the Commission should, as soon as possible, draw up for submission
to the Government of India a five-year programme of work tpgether
with a statement showing the expenditure likely to be incurred in each
of the five years and the manner : which it may be allocated between
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the various authorities concerned, e.g., the Central and Provincial
Governments and Indian States. Neither the Government of India.
nor the Provincial Governments, Indian States, Universities and learned
societies are to be regarded as having been, in any way, committed

in advance to the acceptance, in whole or in part, of the five-year
programme or of any other

measures that may be recommended by
the Commission or by the Research and Publication Committee. They
will also retain full freedom to modify or reject any views that may
be expressed from time to time by their respective nominees on the

Commission or the Committee. The Government of India, however,
leel confident thar the recommendations of the Commission and the
Committee will undoubtedly carry weight with and receive full
consideration from all the parties concerned and that intelligent
co-operation and goodwill will result in a general improvement of the
existing arrangements for the discovery, preservation, publication and
exploitation for research of the valuable records all over the country.
Order—Ordered that this Resolution be communicated to all
Provincial Governments and Local Administrations, the several
Departments of the Government of India (including the Financial
Adviser, Military F inance, the Central Board of Revenue, the Defence
Co-ordination Department and the Department of Supply), the Political
Department, the Secretary, Governor General (Personal), the Secretary,
Governor General (Public), the Secretary, Governor General (Reforms),
the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy and the Keeper
of the Records of the Government of India.

Ordered also that this Resolution be published in the Supplement
to the Gazette of India.

JOHN SARGENT,
Joint Secy. o the Gout. of India.
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Sessions of the Indian Historical Records Commission

Simla.
Ist Session—1919—(19-20 June)—

2nd Session—1920—(8-9 _]anuary)—léil;o}:)...

3rd Session—1921—(4-5 January}B— !

4th Session—1922-—(6 January)}— él -

5th Session—1923-—(12 January)— ali/l a

6th Session—1924—(10-11 _]anuary)——Pana .
7th Session—1925—(12-13 January)— OE -
8th Session— 1925-—(23-24 November)——La ore.
Oth Session—1926—(16-17 December)—R— ackoon.
10th Ses;ion——|927——(7—8 December}-Nangur .
Ith Session—1928—(5-6 December)— aép -
I th Session—1929—(21-22 December}——Pwa 101.
lgth SZssion——l930——(22-2§ December)— L:Lna.
}4th Session— 1937—(13-15 December)——P ore.
IS:h Ses;ion——193&—(|6-|7 December)— olonai
16th Session-—1939—(13-14 December)——%a Cl:jt a.
17th Session— 1940—(21-22 Dccember)l—v? aroda.
{8th Session— 1942——(21-23 January)— 2150.“7' trum
19th Session— 1942—(28-29 December)— l1"|vari rum.
20th %esslon* 1943.—(22-23 December)aA’ igarh.
El st :‘Stz\;.eionv‘~ 1944-—(7-8 December)—U}c)]al;l)]ur. N
22nd Session—1945—(29-30 October}— lesda:sé :
23rd Session—1946—(20-22 December)—Indore.
24th Session—1948—(21 .23 February)}—Jaipur.
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Ex-officio - Presidents of the Indian Historical Records
. Commission

. Sir E. D. Maclagan—up 10 1919.

. H. Sharp—1919.22,

M. S. D. Butler—1923.24.

. g{ Vg FBh(;)re—l—(—I‘)Zi

. R. B. Ewbank—1925 November (offg.).
. H. G. Dennehey—1926 (oftg.). (ofis)
. J. W. Bhore—1927.

. G. S. Bajpai—1928.

. Sir Frank Noyce—1929-30.

Sir G. S. Baypai—1937-41.

N. R Sarkar—1942.

S‘oir Jogendra Singh—-1942.45,

Sir 5. A. Khan—1946 (September to October).
C. Rajagopalachari—1946.

. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad—1947.

VNEWN—~OovoNoUnAWN—

Ex-officio Secretaries of the Indian Historical Records
Commission

I. A. F. Scholfield—up to 2Ist June 1919
2R H. Blaber— Jonc 151955 one 1919
)M Mina—192122

" AF. M. Abdul Al_1923.37.

5. C. P. Singer—1938 (offg.).

6. S. N. Sen— 1939,

919-22

919-40
919-26
919-25
923-25

923-26
925-28

926-30
927-29
929-40
930-40

937-40
938-46

939-40
942

942
942

942
948
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List of Ordinary Members

Archdeacon W. K. Firminger, M.A., B.D.,
B.Litt., D.D.

Sir Jadunath Sarkar, M.A., D.Lit., LE.S.

Professor L. F. Rushbrook Williams, M.A.

Professor B. K. Thakore, B.A.

Hon'ble Mr. (afterwards Sy H. E. A.
Cotton, C.1.E.

Mr J. J. Cotton, 1.C.S. »

M: R. B. Ramsbotham, M.A., B.Liu.,
M.BE., LES.

Mr H. G. Rawlinson, M.A., 1LE.S.

Rao Bahadur G. S. Sardesai, B.A.

Sir Shgaat Ahmad Khan, M.A., D.Litt.,
L.E.S.

Rao Bahadur Dr S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar,
M.A., Ph.D.

Reverend Father H. Heras, M.A., S.].

Lt.-Col. H. Bullock, Deputy Judge-Advocate
General.

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdul AL, M.A.

Maha}r;nab\opadhyaya Professor D. V. Potdar,

AL

Professor Muhammad Habib, B.A. (Oxon.).

Dewan Bahadur Professor C. S. Srinivasa-
chari, M.A.

Dr R. C. Majumdar, M.A., Ph.D.

Dr Tara Chand, M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon.).
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APPENDIX F

Five-year Publication Scheme

INDIAN RECORD SERIES

ScHeME 1.
Fort William—India House Correspondence.

Nature of Editors and/or
Records. Volumes. Publishcrs.o
Home Department, 1(1748-56) . Dr K. K. Datta
11 (1757-59) . | Dr H. N. Sinha
I (1760-63) - 1 Prof. D. N. Banerji
IV (1764-66) Diwan Bahadur C. S.
Srinivasachari.
V (1767-69)} . | DrN. K. Sinha
VI(1770-72) Dr Bisheshwar Prasad

Home Sep. Rev.

lative).

Secret, Select
Comm

ittee.

VI (1773.76)
VHI (1777.81)
IX (1782-85)
X (1786.-89)
X1 (1789.92)

. | XI1(1793.95)
Home Sep. (Legis-

X1V (1752-81)

Mr R. P. Patwardhan

. | Prof. Muhd. Habib
.| Dr B. A. Saletore
- | DeT. G. P. Spear

Dr 1, B. Banerjee

DrP. C. Gupta

. Dr S N Das Gupta .
XIEI (1796-1800) .

.| Prof. ]. C, Taluqdar .

Remarks.

e

. | Volume ready for the

Press.

. | Volume ready for the

Press.

.| Only a part of his

work received.

Volume ready for the
Press.

Volume in the Press.

Volume ready for the
Press.
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ScHEME l—contd.

Fort William—India House Correspondence—contd.

Editors and/or
Publishers.

Nature of
Records.

Volumes. Remarks.

. | Dr A. G. Pawar
. | Khan Sahib S. H. Askari

.| XV (1782-86)
Secret & Sep. . | XVI(1787.91)
Sec., For., & Pol. | XVII (1792-95)

Foreign, Secret.

. | Mr Y. J. Taraporewala | Only the introduction
received.

Ditto . . | XVIII (1796-1800) | Rev. Father H. Heras

Military  Depart- | XIX (1787.92) . | Brig. H. Bullock
ment, 1787-1800.

XX (1792-95) . | Dr A. C. Banerjee
XXI (1796-1800) . | Prof. S. R. Kohli

ScHeME 11.
Selection from English Records.
Nature of Records. Volumes.| Editors and /or Publishers. Remarks.
Browne's Correspondence 1 Director of Archives, | Efforts to get the
Government of India. missing pages from the
India Ofhce continuing.
Sir John Shore’s Minutes I Ditto . | Progressing.
Ditto. . . I Ditto . .| Ditte
D.itto. . . HI Ditto . . Ditto
Thevenot and Careri’s I Ditto In the Press.
Travels.

8a
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ScHeME 11 (A).
Records in Oriental Languages.

Nature of Records.

Volumes.

Bengali (1779-1820)

Marathi (1779-1803)
Pe;séi(:;g. Akhbars (1773-
Hindi (1793-1820)

Ditto . .
Sanskrit (1778-1857)

Tamil (1824-64) .
Kannada (1791-1865)

Editors and/or Publishers.

Calcutta University

Bharata Itihasa Sam-
sodhaka Mandala, Poona.
ethi University

Allahabad University

Kotah Darbar . .

Ganganath Jha Rescarch
Institute, Allahabad.

Annamalai University

Dr B. A. Saletore .

{A  volume

Remarks.

entitled
Prachin Bangla Patra
Sankalan has already
been published.

Transcripts handed over-
Editing in progress.
In the Press.

Dr  Saletore proposes
to move the Bombay
Universily to publis
the volume.

Scheme 111 (B).

Selections from English Records.

Nature of Records.

Volumes.

Editors and/or Publishers.

Selections _from  Orme
anuscripts,

Punjab Akhbar (1839-41) .
News Letters (1839.42)

Elphinstone ‘Correspon-
dence, Nagpur period

2804-08)
Ochterlony Papers on

Delhi and Central India
(1818-25).

Remarks.

Annamalai University

Sikh History  Society,
Anritsar,

Nagpur University

Work progressing.
Work progressing.

Negotiation with the
Punjab University was
proceeding when the
partition intervened.

Work progressing.

A list of the documents
to be included in the
volume has been pre-
pared by Dr B. Prasad.

1!
APPENDIX G

Post-War Reorganisation of Archives Offices in India

Report of the Research and Publication Committee of the Inc'fian
Historical Records Commission, reprinted from the Proceedings
of the Commission, Udaipur Session, held in Dece.mber 1944,
Before 1891 the Government of India had no organised 'record office
of its own, each department took what' care of its records it could and
their importance as raw materials of history was not.adequgxtely recoig—
nised. When the Imperial Record Department came into exns}tlence only
pre-Mutiny records were trapsferred to its cu§tody. but the curren;
or post-Mutiny records remained as before with the departments“o
origin. Though nobody could claim access to these papers as fg matter
of right, their historical value was fully appreciated and }? Cfrfj' in
charge of the records continued to be recruited from tle nhlan
Education Service until 1912. They were expected to e:]Lp }(})ref t f}sle
untapped sources and bring the results of their researches tos.lg tGor We
henefit of the ordinary students. Professor {afterwards 1;) > W
Forrest, the fist Offcer-in-Charge, published fou_r volume; of selec 1onts
from the records in his custody and he had previous to his allppou%xrﬁfn
edited similat selections both frqm Bombay and Celntrval dreco:] sD g &e
of his successors, Mr S. C. Hill, Mr N. L. Hallwar han rb]"h y
Wilson brought out valuable mopographs based og_l t eh unpublis ::'”
records of the Government of India. The record o ce(,i owevg, S.ld
remained inaccessible to the non-oﬂicml_ researp}\ students. ergle
access to their sources at home they went in steadily 1ncreastrigbnurixx er(z;»l
to England and the Continent where the rules were more 1[ ga ax:i
the restrictions less stringent. In 19.19, the l.ndlan'f—hsto.lrx‘ca1 ecor }s)
Commission was appointed with a view fo stimulating arigina r((itsciarclf
in this country and for the first time the .C-ovemme'nycommxttﬁ. lt.sel
ivocally to a policy of provxd:qg .su1table facllmgs for historica
\'mequgvotc. n in India. The Commission offered Indian sc}}olats a
e )to latform from which they could make known their needs
Cogvemet?irer%ents and the Government was prepared to consider their
sz;;é]s with sympathy. The rules regulating access to the "Chentt}a‘\l
archives Swere amended from time to time in accordance wit t“e
- son's recommendation and the provincial governments  usually
Commlsc;lon 4 In 1939, the Government of India threw open all
f‘ollquie s(;lrld.s from the earliest time to 1880 to bond ﬁJe_ _research
officia recThe facilities thus made available have been utilized by
student}!;. tudents from many parts of India and the number of scholars
:s;:iir:g ;nuthc Imperial Record Department rose from 3 in 1921 t0 49
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in 1942,
economics b\:t/esu?ggnt: m(fml8 them not qn}y 3.‘“d°m5 of history and
branches of science as 0“ anguages, political institutions and different
India has permitted th lwe - For their convenience the Government of
indexes of the un eblm‘?e(rilal Record Department to prepare exhaustive
but we should notpll; ished pre-Mutiny Records on scientific lines,
and more iy o de surpnised if fre§h facilities are demanded now
21538 pected after the conclusion of the war.
R e
Session of the India y[—;'e late Principal Balkrishna at the Calcutta
Government of Ind; nt itorical Recprds Commission requesting the
relating to India a to secure transcripts of all historical manuscripts
committes was » n?\:' davallablg in foreign countries. A small sub-
that nothing cosll:io lLe dto consider this suggestion but it was of opinion
pendency of the ware one to implement the resolution during the
close the Research and Igw t_hat_the war is perceptibly drawing to a
held at New Dol Oan(h 3ubllcatlon Committee at its fourth meeting
a wider point of vienwt e 3rd March 1944 re-opened the question from
in India with particul —vf’z', the post-war reconstruction of archives
Its’ recommendat; ar reference to the Imperial Record Department.
mendations fall under three main categories :
lanuscript records. gories :—
(2) lerary facilities.
l echnical equipments.
e ..
Departmentre,,ll]s aldgeneral consensus of opinion that the Imperial Record
' ould greatly extend its activities with a view to affording

the fullest i e
possible f : . b
country’s past, acilities to Indian students for studying their

(1) Manuscript R
. Th . ISCrip ecords
Departmeni :;::tusfc:lpt rle7c2rds in the custody of the Imperial Record
series are incomplet o F 8 and it is well known that some of the
car in many capge% el.)e ﬁﬁr dthﬁ earliest years there are wide gaps which
tl:l;le India }?ﬂ]ce. ‘ln the paest, ay transcripts of missing documents from
Y a met .
Suspension,ognsf iltnutual e"gha"@?. but since 1922 the work has been in
will be, however oot De l’esumed.before peace is restored. This
progtan;me. Evénwn}l]parahlve]y sPefi_'“f‘i;. a minor item in the post-war
Record Department ‘:Ntl:ln all lt)he existing gaps are flled the Imperial
with all the source hl not be able to furnish the inquisitive student
Public Record Ofﬁs edwould l-ll.(e to study. The India Office, the
manuscript materi lce a'nh the Bf_l"Sh Museum have a mass of relevant
complete. Besid: ’ ‘}:l“ out which his study cannot in any sense be
Mreland the pri s there are scattered all over Great Britain and
private correspondence and family papers of those eminent

ttempt was made to remove this deficiency’

/
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ervants of the East India Company who took a leading part in shaping
he history of this country. The official records in India and England
aust be supplemented by such semi-official and non-official sources.
Nor can a serious student ignore those foreign sources which give the
“rench, Portuguese or Dutch version of an incident. If the Indian
tudent has to avoid an expensive journey to lands beyond the seas
nd if he is to make the maximum use of his time and energy, transcripts
f these foreign records should also be available at a central place
n India, i.e., the Imperial Record Department.

2. Besides the official and private archives in the British Isles which,
o the best of our knowledge, are fairly well preserved, there must
se lying unnoticed and uncared for a huge mass of records in India
vhich when uncarthed may throw considerable light on the country’s
sast.  Some historical manuscripts were in the past taken by non-Indian
cholars and collectors out of the country. It is also necessary to
srevent further export of such materials.

3. To provide the Indian research students with all the unpublished
ources of Indian History it will therefore be necessary—

(i) to obtain copies of records from the India Office to fill the
existing gaps in the Imperial Record Department records;

(i) to obtain copies of records relating to India from the Public
Record Office, London;

(ii1) to cbtain copies of records relating to India from the British
Museum, the Bodleian Library, the Royal Asiatic Society of
England and similar institutions;

(iv) to obtain copies of such contemporary correspondence and
family papers in private custody in the British Isles as may
throw light on Indian History;

(v) to obtain copies of records relating to India in the European
countries and the United States of America;

(vi) to unearth records in private custody in India;

(vii) to prevent export of historical materials outside this country.

4. Before entering into a detailed discussion as to the ways and
neans of securing the above-mentioned end it is necessary to define
he scope of this work. Only records of the Government of India have
seen so far entrusted to the custody and care of the Imperial Record
Jepartment.  The Indian Historical Records Commission is professedly
nterested in the British period of Indian _Hlstory_though.papers on
sther periods have also been read at its public meetings. The
Archacological Survey on the other hand has the care of ancient and
nedieval monuments as its special domain. Should our present quest

uscripts relating to Indo-British History or

herefore be limited to manuscriy ‘ : :
hould it be extended to manuscripts relating to earlier periods as well ?
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It is felt
collection (:?ar;a:,?y- eﬂo‘;ts §hould be made to make an exhaustive
British History pro;:alsts ealll:'lg with the modern period, but as Indo-
enterprise in India wy speaking began with early British commercial
materials for the Lot f6 ﬁannot therefore legitimately ignore origina
then under Muslime dtHfmd 17th centuries though the country was
€, as al present than indu rulers. The earlier manuscripts wil
But if instead of o_e C'ondc.em' O_f the Archaeological Survey of India.
of their characterga\l:g indiscriminately for all manuscripts, irrespective
records alone the task orflgm' our immediate objective is limited to
modern Indian Hist sk of collecting all the available materials for
sight appear. Wh;ryﬂ:nay not be so stupendous as it may at first
may reasonably be m de fpresem programme is carried out attempt
cannot be technical] ta . dor securing copies of such manuscripts as
It may be :le[;l;l:eda.s record, e.g., chronicles, narratives, etc.
proposal to supplement ned in_this connection that the Committee's
from other countries | our archives with copies of relevant records
deputed the. lnre M, pt Vthout a precedent. The India Office
Portugal and Hollanc; d C. Danvers to examine the archives of
ortuguese and Dutch and to secure transcripts of the more important
now form an imPOrt: t records relating to India. Danvers’ Sclections
Office and several lnd.part of the records in the custody of the India
sources. In more r ndian students have drawn upon these valuable
Dutch colonial rece?m years a Dutch scholar made a survey of the
others, and the mer :Irt 3 fav}?_llable n oriental countries, India among
volume. When th ts of his labours have been embodied in a handy
{rom their :sand-bureiecr]ei]sum"-of the Tun Huang Library were discovered
timely notice of the f ZPOSItory the Chinese Government did not get
England, Japan, U% Ar: al:ld n}]’a“y manuscripts were acquired by
bromptly put an emba;r ) on l?t ef Progressive countries.  But China
and arranged to secur 80 on the export of the remaining manuscripts
exported. The Com e microfilm copies of the manuscripts already
felt. that every eﬂortm;;::::]:] scheme, however, is more ambitious as it
records that relate to her, pe made to make available in India all
ec PN,

the difﬂcult?:: :lr:]gress in microphotography has considerably minimised
thirty years ago ?ﬁemes which such a project would have involve
8relatcst possible emeitiIZ'::Cd::d rs:}?rds tlfan bekmicrgﬁlmcd with, the
scale . en € wor iS ! €
low ﬁ:?,?:: fa‘f\(/,[\:mgﬁ conditions the cost may be reduczzct; r;nciecli?iygly
shot as a fair averal er' Je%l;:nson suggests * two-thirds of Id. per
of microfilms have bee?;. f e problem of storage and cataloguing
While mieraphor n carefully gone into both in England and U.S.A.
photography will secure all-round economy of time, ,;to;-ing
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space and expenditure it is recognised that a film copy can only be
read with a projector in a specially equipped reading room. But
the student will prefer this comparative inconvenience to the indefinite
delay wl]ich any other method of duplication will necessarily cause.

7. The scheme, so far as records in England are concerned, will
not be very difficult to execute. Except for the unexplored family
archives it is more or less precisely known where to go for records
about India and which records are to be microphotographed. During
the war a large number of manuscripts and printed works have been
microfilmed, thanks to the Rockefeller Foundation, and the necessary
technica! knowledge and experience are abundantly availatle. But some
of the continental archives may offer considerable difficulties.  France,
Portugzal and Holland have rich collections of Indian records. Denmark
plaved but a minor part in Indian History but Danish records on India,
it still extant in any number, cannot be ignored. The same remark
applies to the records of the short-lived Ostend Company. When the
Crowns of Spain and Portugal were united some of the Luso-Indian
records found their way to Spain. Nearer home the archives of the
rench and the Portuguese India and the Dutch East Indies will also
have to be explored. It is not known how the French and Dutch
archives have fared during the war, but in the pre-war days the main
hulk of records relating to India was available at Paris in the Archive
Nationale, Archive Coloniale and Bibliotheque Nationale, etc. Some
of the most important Dutch records were available in print and the
rest were preserved mainly at the Hague. It may be reasonably
expected that what survives the ravages of war will be as before
available at their previous depositories. The Portuguese records have
not, so far as is known, suffered from the consequences of war and
will be found at one centre, viz., Lisbon, as the valuable manuscripts
{ormerly in the Public Library of Evora have also been removed there.
But whereas up-to-date microfilming appliances may, when the Com-
mittee’s recommendation 1s implemented. be available at Paris and
the Hague, it is doubtful whether Lisbon can supply the latest scier.ltiﬁc
apparatus for duplicating manuscript records. The Portuguese archives,
moreover, are not so well organised as the French and the Dutch Record
Offices used to be before the war and the scrutiny of Indian records
in Portugal may cost more time and labour than elsewhere. Only a
few records of any value may have gone to U.S.A. American
catalogues and handbooks are orcinarily so exhaustive that it should not
be difficult to spot them. .

8. Records in India have long been sadly neglected. Few provinces
have well organised record offices with whole-time officers at their head.
The district record rooms often furnish models of what they should not
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be. It

is ..

should deca;oinéheé::;’imtrp;’::msl;c}rt frecords i'l}_h priva]te custody
ma : . . ol care. e valu
aremsl(s)‘r:rr\g:ileza?elc“aﬂy i rural areas is seldom recognised :n:i)f t}?tl:;}
from their inevitz(i)?ver:fd into pulp: To rescue such old manuscripts
instance. be necesse oorr\? extensive propaganda will, in the first
confidonce. of rs ary.  Nothing eﬂectlve.can be achieved until the
Indian Historical Rownilrs is won and their suspicion removed. The
of instituting an lnd?cor'j Commission has ‘already emphasised the need
in 1942), but the 1a-wide survey (Resolution V of the Mysore Session
in0pportu'n et pro\}r]mces thh one exception found the present time
of the ow;xerq . rﬁ? tl de resolution is implemented and the co-operation
central reeond off sted 1t may be necessary for the provincial and
of huge masses of Cf:s. ;o take custody and provide for the renovation
may be of s‘ervicemtt elrgjprds. Here British and American analogies
offices may be auth o dn"a' Some of the better organised record
take charge of fam(')lnse like the Public Record Office of London to
are willing to tran f, Y }fa‘pers and 0‘}"3' manuscripts when the owners
unwarranted destrjci‘r : elfr custody. For this as well as for preventing

necessary. The 'l"“d.° "flc.c"ds_ legislation on the British lines will
urged upon the G ndian Historical Records Commission has already
(Resolution Vi1 ofOVimment of lngim the need for such legislation
the Trivandrum Ses the 19::1““ Session, 1930, and Resolution VIl of
technical services fsmrl:' 2). 1t may also be necessary to make the
owners for the reo S fovermnment record offices available to private
possession and as Rpa"la['ld renovation of the old manuscripts in their
the. Indian T 5 es]o }Ll\'tlon XVl‘l of t.l\e' Mysore Session. 1942, shows
record offices } 'Bcé. h elcor.ds (‘Omm'ss‘f)“ is of opinion that smalle;r
scientific appar:tus”:}fouldndlad:a"d']t-he‘ States unable to go for costly
better-equipped  record ofﬁc(:a;.man ¥ oo entilled to such services as

particulan. ey heohle o rendc:l:le Imperial Record Department in

=9. i i ini
. acq;\i)g:gs ::2 %or}r)ymll{teg was of opinion that its present programme
only. etion oF }l: . f] Ir}rluted to records relating to the modern period
e e s surp atically held that no such restriction should be put on
the notice of the merened publc 11 ] oan. w0 bring to
by the survey committees and ie dan tios. shoi ot Siscovered
to take charge of manuscripts of ?:’:: h.SOCl.ClI‘CS thould b'e chcouraged
are willing to part with them. But r-ec];:?]nc?ﬁ chavacte f the owners
ing t . hould be tent
to acquire either by purchase or as a free oiftcei “hintorical document
inc l}lldmg manuscripts 'dealing with the angienta:ng“:::(i?elvjm;gm:
as they are better equipped to provide for their preservation.
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10. Further migration of manuscripts is casy to prevent and here
a simple preventive law and a little vigilance on the part of the port and
customs authorities will suffice.

11. Under the first head the Research and Publication Committee’s
recommendations are as follows :—

(i) Microfilm copies of all unpublished records relating to modern
Indian History not available in this country should be obtained
and preserved in the Imperial Record Department.

(i} All necessary steps should be taken for salvaging privately-
owned manuscripts in India. The central and provincia
record offices should be legally authorised to take charge of
such manuscripts when their respective owners are willing to
transfer their custody on such terms as may be mutually agreed
upon. Such owners as may be prepared to provide for the
hetter preservation of their manuscripts should be given such
technical advice and service as they may require,

(i) Unwarranted destruction and export of historical manuscripts
should be legally prohibited.

(2) Library Facilities

1. Printed hooks belong to a different category from manuscript
records but tq the research student they are equally indispensable. He
must inform himself about the ground already covered and he must
constantly refer to previous workers. Theoretically a printed book is the
property of the public at large and he who can pay for it is able to rcad
any book he likes. But unfortunately books go out of print and rare
publications cannot sometimes be had for love or money. A student
working in a record office must, therefore, have a good reference library
at hand if he is to make the maximum use of his time, but the facilities
that Delhi at present affords in this respect are hopelessly inadequate.
Even for the routine work of the Imperial Record Department rare
hooks have to be requisitioned from the Imperial Library of Calcutta.
If the number of rescarch students has increased thirteen times during
the last twenty-one years their number will go higher and higher after
the war as the Sargent Scheme of education is implemented. If we
expect from our research scholars the same standard of work as prevails
in westdrm countries, we must ohviously create the same environments
and offer the same facilities. There is no library in India that will
stand comparison with the DBodleian, the British Museum and the
Bibliotheque Nationale. In this respect even Spain and Portugal are
far ahead of India and the leeway cannot be made up by purchase
alone even if the country is prepared to strain its financial resources to
the utmost limit. Ot many rarc books and pamphlets on]y two or
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t}fxree copies are ]_mown to have survived and
of any public institution, acquisition by any m

ut microphotographic copies of the rarest p

andf multiplied ad infinitum at a nominal
prefer the inconvenience of rearin

expensive journey to London, P
A ’

he Research and Fyl

if thf:y are in the custody
cans is out of the question.
ublications can be obtained
cost and any studemt will
g through a projector to a long and
la_ns._ erén or Washington.
acquiring i q iication  Committee thought that in
should x?ot b::r(::it:g;og(;aphlg copirs qf rare” publications our selection
the miobi ule)l' to books bearing on the modern period only and
handed over t]l)\e ‘izau:)‘ns relating to previous periods need not be
in them.  In the Commp:tl ment or departments immediately interested
all microphotonsan ittee s opmion it will be more economic to keep
custody of the lnf)pe:ialm?{tenals collected under this scheme in the
trative. department e ecord Dc_partment. At present no adminis-
to catalogue, classif al:fry in India has a technical stafl competent
works, T lmperiya;] Il\2 sto(;c microfilms of manuscripts and printed
look after the ot eCOI’h. Depa.rtment will in any case have to
countries and it 1 p Ooglitllp tc copies of records secured from other
the entire " stocl :f ai’é lWe be entrusted with the custody and care of
Concentration i 1o ms acquired by the Government of India.
but wrill e is r:}spect will not only lead to greater economy
It i presum:gefhy ellnd inexpensive s.ervice and supply.
and rare publicaines T: bo;cally-m;xde copies of microfilms of records
universitien. |ea'\med will be supplied at a fair price not only to the
brivate. individomes. socxeltlles and publlc' libraries of India but to
already purchoed s well. Thq Imperial Record Department has
an up-to-date microstat machine capable, in theorv,

of 1,000 shot i

o b 0, ¢ fo: tg:rtil'::ur. In jxrachce. hqwever, allowance will have
s, e tin erequm}:] d for supp]ymg and removing the original
. 1 vo!umer machine specially designed for microfilming
hordd be nd volu ts 18 acquired the Imperial Record Devartment
fouting veor * PO B eo rrrtleet outs‘lde' demands after doing its scheduled
orage ronk.. The D paﬁ lm_ent will in any case need its air-conditioned
exparded ponyind icro l:mng laboratory and these may be suitably
of rare publications :‘:v (irndgha‘ t'll1le custody " FpEhetoRraphic copies
not propose to 80 into the qu:st";:n onecesmate' o e et

Department Lk e 9 o Wl.lifhexpansion of the Imperial Record

hepartmer ch is generally admi
i leb%{ i:é):ﬂrentacllly dealt with as no nevi, princlit:)cl(e] ?smi]n:xrercig
riments ew princ s involved.
e o (f«;)llows e n Committee’s recommendations
1) Micro i i
Mi aw?:}?atﬁlgza?:lcthicop-ms of all rare publications on India
s country should be obtained irrespective

ublicatio
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of the period they deal with and placed in the custody of the
Imperial Record Department. g

(i) All bond fide students should have access to these copies.

(ii)) The Imperial Record Cepartment should supply at a reasonable
price copics made out of the microfilms mentioned above to
universities, learned societies, public libraries and such persons
as mav apply for them.

(3) Technical Equipments and Training

1. If the Imperial Record Departmert is to function efhciently as
a central record office and depository of microphotographs and to serve
the cause of historical research in India in the manner indicated above,
its technical services will have to be mechanised and human labour
in its preservation branch should be replaced as far as practicable by
machine. The official records in the custody of the Imperial Record
Department occupy at present a running shelf space of more than
mine miles. If the bundles arc kept horizontally on the shelves, as
the Director of Archives proposes to do, greater shelf space will
necessarily be required. The present rate of accession of new records is
about 750 bundles and 600 volumes per annum. The influx of records
during the first few years of peace may conceivably be much larger.
The Imperial Record Department is further expected to take charge
of a fair percentage of old manuscripts salvaged by the regional survey
committees and most, if not ali, of the manuscripts so brought to light
will need thorough doctoring. Of the present stock of records under
the care of the Department over 25 per cent. need renovation and over
60 per cent. stand in need of minor repairs. Moreover, there are
about 4,300 bundles of folded records covering about 4,280,000 folio
pages, which will have to be fiattened and repaired. Lack of sufficient
repairing materials Jeaves no alternative but to expedite flattening and
postpone all repair and binding work, except the most urgent, during
the pendency of the war. The Department will therefore be faced
with accumulated arrears in this respect when the war comes to a FIP§'3-
It is precisely then that the smatler record offices are likely to requisition
the services of its technical staff. The Committee is glad to learn
that the Government of India is not unaware c_)f_ the necessity of remforcing
the staff of trained menders with the requisite machinery and but for
the present war the process of mechanisation would have made notable
progre-s Af not altogether. con'apleted.. The Committee therefore deems
it unnecessary toh e)amme in detfm} dlbe proposals now under the

:deration of the Government of India. .
Coméc.l lif the technical staff ot the Imperial Record Department is to

assume New responsibilities it logically follows that it should be relieved,
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1o some extent, from the present volume of work which falls mainly
under the head—preservation. Jt has been abundantly proved that
the climate of Delhi does not normally offer optimum conditions for
preserving old and brittle papers. The following figures show the wide

variation of temperature and relative humidity which cannot but adversely
affect the longevity of papers :—

Temp. in Fahrenheit. | Relative Humidity,

- — e e e e s e et

Year. Ground Floor. Second Floor. Ground Floor, Second Floor.

Max. | Min. | Max. Min. Max. Min. Max., Min.

1940 90| 66| W00 5005 | 839 99, % 3%
1941 S]O92) 612 105°0 ) 512 BIo, ) 219% ) 80% | 15%
1942 <1 100°0 ) 39°0) 107°0 | 52250 85% | 19% | 93% | 17%

1943 .| 10000 58°5 ) 107°.0 1 55°.0 [ 100% 6%t 9% 5%

. The{g s only one way of combating this natural disadvantage, viz.,
air-conditioning of the muniment rooms to secure uniformity of
temperature and relative humidity and to get the incoming air-current
properly filtered.  Air-conditioning will partly though not wholly keep
the insect pests also under control. But to reduce the repairing work
within practicable limits these pests will have to be completely
exterminated. Not only old papers will have to be fumigated in a
vacuum chamber with suitable lethal gases but new papers will have
to be similarly treated before they are introduced into the muniment
rooms to avoid further troubles. It is understood that a hydraulic press
was ordered from the U.S.A. for laminating brittle records with cellulose
acetate foil but it could not be imported on account of the prevailing
war conditions, The maximum service from the laminating machine
however cannot be obtained unless a constant supply of flattened records
can be arranged. At present folded records are flattened with ordinary
hand presses and the daily outturn is about 500 sheets. The average
output can be considerably increased if electrical ironers are used :

3. The Committee visited the small laboratory attached to the
Imperial Record Department. At present 1t is the only place in India
whel_-e problems of preserving old papers and other cognate subjects
are investigated. Despite its limited resources the laboratory has done
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good work but it cannot play its legitimate part in the post-wat organi-
sation of record offices unless it is vastly expanded.

4. Lastly, the Committee observes that a large number of trained
archivists will be needed when each of the eleven Governor's provinces
in British India and the leading Indian States will put their record
offices on a proper basis as they are expected to do atter the war. In
anticipation of this demand the Imperial Record Department has
already formulated a training scheme and with the approval of the
Government of India has been imparting instructions in the theory
and practice of archives-keeping to suitable persons deputed by the
provincial governments, universities and Indian States. Though only
a few students have so far come for the complete course, the Committee
feels that the newly-offered training facilities should not be restricted
but if possible the training classes should form a permanent feature
of the normal activities of the Imperial Record Department and in
due course be developed into a regular school. Meanwhile the Govem-
ment of India will be well advised to encourage students to come
in larger number for the full course of training by awarding suitable
stipends and scholarships.

5. The Committee recommends :—

(i) Early steps should be taken to air-condition the muniment
rooms of the Imperial Record Department with a view to
securing uniformity of temperature and relative humidity.

(i) Vacuum fumigatorium and laminating machines should be
installed in the Imperial Record Department at an early date.

(iii) Imparting instructions in theory and practice of archives-keeping

should be recognised as one of the normal duties of the
Imperial Record Department.

{(4) Financiai Implications

1. The Committee feels that it should briefly indicate the financial
implications of its recommendations. Though the Committee realises
that the expansion of its activitics will demand a corresponding addition
to the Imperial Record Deparment staff and the installation of the
microstat, vacuum fumigatorium and laminating machine will involve
additional recurring expenditure, which may or may not be offset by a
proportional reduction in the staff, it is of opinion that these are details
of admiflistrative character which should be dealt with by the appropriate
department or departments of the Government of India. If the
Committee’s recommendations are accepled provision will have to be
made for purchase of such privately-owned records as may be offered
for sale. Unless necessary steps are taken for preservation and purchase
of manuscripts unearthed by the regional survey committees its main
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object will be defeated. While some owners may volunteer to place
their manuscripts in the custody of the central or provincial record
offices, others may not be prepared to part with them except for a
money consideration. In certain cases the prospects of a fair price
may induce the poorer owners to shake off their secretive inclinations.
n the opinion of the Committee a minimum sum of Rs. 10,000 per
annum should be placed at the disposal of the Director of Archives
of the Government of India and similar grants should be made by
the provincial governments to their offices. A part of the provincial
grant may be utilised for the touring expenses of the survey committee

and the remainder may be devoted to the purchase and preservation ot
old manuscripts.

2. An officer will have to he
US.A. to secure microphotograp
manuscripts.  In some cases he ma
a catalogue or handbook but in
through a mass of manuscripts he

deputed to European countries and
hs of records and other relevant
vy be able to select his material from
many cases he will have to grope

fore he can find the correspondence
or note that he would like to include in his collection. Bussy's Indian

correspondence is, for instance, scattered through fifty manuscript
volumes which contain other matters not directly bearing on India. The
officer will need the minimum period of three years to finish his work
and the expense of his mission will approximately be Rs. 3,00,000.
It is difficult to estimate accurately before the war concludes the number
of pages that will have to be microphotographed, At present the
catalogues of French, Dutch and Danish archives are not available
in India. The Portuguese records have not been properly catalogued
at all. 1f a sum of Rs. 84,000 is set apart as the pay and travelling
expenses of the officer for three years R, 2,16,000 will be available
for the operational expenses. According to Mr Jenkinson's estimate
54 shots will cost a rupee. Making allowances for all contingencies
our cost can be reasonably estimated at 40 pages per rupee, It will,
therefore, be possible to microphotograph 8,000,000 pages at the total
cost of Rs. 2,00,000. But actually some deduction may have to be
made for countries like Portugal wh i i iliti
not be available and where the
will have to be adopted, the extra cost for which is
covered by the remaining sum of Rs, 16,000,

3. It is _easier to give a more accurate estimate for the machinery
required.  Considering that the price and the freight will not materially
vary in the years immediately after the war the cost of the apparatus

will be as tollows, leaving out of account the expenditure of the
additional accommodation necessary for the machinery, men and new
accessions—

expected to he
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’ Rs.
Air-conditioning . . . . . . . . . 2.%,&%
Laminating machine . . . . . . . . . 2.0
Vacuum fumigatorium . . .. .. . . »
Air cleaming unit . . . . . . . ; : o
Boilers, efti‘i' “ . . . . . . . . . iy

rs . . .. . .
Il{:)lo&lecrom:\xﬁmelppnnmc for bound volumes . . . . fg,%
Laboratory4. e 100
Library

jefly the reorganssation of the Central Recgrd Office as outlined
n tli (E)r:f?l)«{ttee's rep?m will need a capital expendrtun:c of Rs. 7,00,000
in round figures. This cannot be regarded as too hlgh or cxtr?‘lv\aga‘?(
a price for an up-to-date Central Record Office in ln?mTvg\t ;“ .:
latest equipment affording the researc}\ st}ldents all the facilities {t“
tﬁe may require. When the Committee’s recommendations harc ully
im;iemented students of Indian History will no longer have _anl{
reasonable excuse for going abroad in search fdthcdm" 'm :
except in rare cases where careful examination o origina se
is necessary The mongy spent from the central Tevenue, ber .
will effect a corresponding saving in lnd;a s expe_uui!m abroad, h:
end desirable in itself 'ﬁut' wbltichrf:]lmlu“t;a: l;; aj:lmy l“::cem;b’
it 1 d that this will in all likeli : |
of Indian students from going adrift {rom e socal snd ol
moorings at an impressionfxbc age. In co;c (;)“(;)‘0 e, Committe
observes that besides a capital grant Of'lth: 00,000 & a n;cm
rant of Rs. 10,000 the Government will have to n}eet.gurther pend-
fure for expanded accommodation and additional staff an n::]
for which should be called for from the Department concerned.

JoHN SARGENT,
Chairman
z Members—contd. R
D A\"/‘mif(‘;'rsl)AR K. K. DatTA
Motiammap Hasis !S-I I\I; ?ﬂl:in
C. S. SRIMVASACHARI S M. JAFFAR
R. Co MAJUMDAR - NE ‘JAR
G' {.. CHoPRA J. C. Au,qgl
M. NasiruDDIN KHAN !l" i—é Rgzﬁ .
RisHeEsHWAR NATH REU . G. P.
BisHESHHWAR PRASAD S N Sen
Secretary
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Additional suggestions offered by the Signatories on the Report
1. Dr R. C. Majumd.

, r R, L ~—~1 would suggest the addition of the
words' ** Universities and |

s eamned societies like the Royal Asiatic
Society of Bengal ™' after Archacological Survey of India '’ on
page. | [4, line 7

2. Prof. D. V. Potdar.—In Laly,

i records dealng with Indiy e a0 0 India a vith
mass of records dealing with Ind; rted t ilabl :
the - Catholic Missions. The Ma?.iu::e I\r/fpo o e vailable wit

C ) ission papers are also well
known for instance. At Venice a friend reported to me years ago a
large mass of reports . from Catholic Mission

n in India too are lying in heaps.

- 1 suggest that these also be included for scrutiny and microfilming
n -our scheme.

‘The Vatican, also, should not be forgotten.
3. Rao Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari.~~(1) While the proposal 1o

colie‘cg original materials for the late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
aa‘:bcll.lg necessary for an understanding of early British commercial
.enterprise in the fullest senise is to be welcometf: liberty is taken to
suggest.‘an extension -of our activity to the collection of every kind
of relevant material, ‘bearing on the history of Portuguese enterprise
as well, for which source material may have to be scoured from the
last quarter of the ffteenth century. European enterprise in India from
is earliest matiifestation can be justifiably brought under the academic
jurisdiction of the Historical Records Commission.

*(2)- The 'aequisition’ of microphotographic copies of rare books and
parmphlets would be very .welcome as they would serve particularly

the nee.‘ds' of séholars'!ivit!g at a distance from the central record office.
The mtcrgﬁl__m 9fpubhcanom relating to previous periods is also bound
to be Fruitful in its use to a number of historical scholars.

© (3 1 should also suggest that a definite course of instruction to
scholars working at the .record office, lasting for about two or three
weeks and bearing on the usefulpess of the resources available and
the most efficient methods of their utilisation at the Imperial Record
epartment by some competent scholar, under the general direction
and guidance of the, Director of Archives, may be given. For this
purpose, the employment in the permanent setvice of the Department
of a person with an intensive knowledge of modern history and of all
its sources may be mecessary. | commend this s estion to the
Director, particularly as the guidance and direction of scholars working
in the Imperial Record Department is bound to expand both extensively
and intensively in the post-war petiod,

4-Bi H. N. Sinha.—I agree with the above.
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5 ¢ K. K. Daitla—1 suggest the addftion of thel sentbelr}(g
" prc;vinccs having no central record offices of their oer should estt'anxzf
them in their respective areas as soon ]as possn!)’lg orll‘t (:6termn;a:?o'2l
the present wai ~ alter ** to do after the war uh ine 6 on ?'%nind._'
6. Mr D. N. Banerjec..—There Is a faint veco lection in my mind—
| m;y be wrong-—that we r]iscus'sed.l_n some detail bOth-oth:ra?{li::tlao:j
of the desirabilityhan_d the pr?chcabﬂcli]y SZ]{)O?q;ire?:::“;:, ‘ta}je jon end
co-ordination, in the interest ot resear ars, veon the Imperial
: d the provincial (and State) record offices in Inc
g:f‘:;‘igg’?:‘tﬂligi ?lrilscusscg \»’hﬂhcr some sz’stem ([Olﬂd‘n(]):' be cizv']seig
in the post-war period under which a rescarch sdm ar wor .1Infg, ¥, '
i ;e er ] Record Department and without lla\mg: ordinarily, to move
lfhe mplmcl: to place might not have access fo microfilmed O(i r&]cro-
r}(mt] pra H‘edrc;)piesﬂof records in the provincial (or State) recorf o ;esi
{)\';\?c(l)? ?\g t;\ight require for his rmm{'(-'nvs. | Th{érzo\«ﬁ;‘, ,Z;e:be; y
: b . . N . ’u )
1'2’;13(;2%‘;;6 ssglc?si;l:rsc\l:'sasslortagﬁeg.leseF];?«.'ej\:er, 1 have felt that atiention
a 0
Sh"“]dk; déa“AI/} ‘0](’\};:; —Apropos of paraeraph 4 under Seetian (1) fl
wou7la ]il:e‘ to add that manuscripts (espcciﬁl!x lof corgzsp?\ﬁf::ci)x‘d?a
istorical importance. relating{' to the pre-British - peri | o
}"5(0”131\‘ Hindu and Muslim rulers, in addition to those r gl
oeclusive lq H’)e Br(itislx period, ought to he the concern of t.h‘e lmpenz‘a
(?X(‘hmves . tment and provin«:ial record oﬁ!c.cs. If India s past'lj
Relcord‘(plggi]r lanI lominated the records rclatmg to the earlier perio
to bhe e 2d @ v

should not be ignored.
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APPENDIX H

Keepers of Records of the Government of India.

| Remarks.,
i

Name of Officer-in-Charge. li Period of Office.

S
1. G. W. Forrest . - 11 March 1891 10 8 ’\'ovom_ | A. T. Pringle officiated from
ber 1900. 120 March 1895 to October

1898,

2S.CHnW . . 8March1899!oﬂ\ovrm|)cr'

900 (offg.). I
8 November 1900 1o
18 March 1902, ;

3. C.R. Wilson (offg.) . |18 March 1902 10 24 May | J. Macfarlane officiated from
1904. D14 May 1903 w0
| j 26 October 1903.

4. E. D. Ross (offg.) - 125 May 1904 10 27 June 1904
5. N. L. Hallward (offg.) . | 28 June 1904 to 6 May 19051
6. H. G. Graves (offg.) .| 7 May 1905 1 24 May 1903,
7. J. Macfarlane (offg.) . | 25 May 1905 10 3| Octobcri
1905, |
|

8. E. D. Ross . <11 November 1905 o
27 January 1906 {oftg.).

28 January 1906 to 25 Feh- | H. Claughton officiated from

ruary 1914, 3 l!ebruorv 1907 1o
7 February 1908 and from
14  February 1909 to
13 August 1909,

R. M. Blaker caried on
currcnt duties from | March

1912 to it November 1912,

A. F. Scholfield officiated
from 16 Novenfber 1912 to
4 May 1913,

> A F- Scholfild ' 2J6|‘§|e9bm.ry 1914 to 20 June | H. G. Graves officiated from
: %g‘%une 1916 to 11 October
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Keepers of Records of the Government of India—contd.

Name of Oificer-in-Charge. [ Period of Office. .Remarks.
R f . e I
10. R H. Blaker . 0 2) June 1919 10 23 Sep- K. K. Datta carried on
[ tember 1920, the current duties from

I | 23 September 1920 to
25 November 1920,

{
i |

.1 M Mitra . v 26 November 1920 to K. Bose carried on the
129 January 1922, i current duties from
30 January 1922 to

> 31 March 1922,

12 A1 N Abdul Al o 1 Apni 1922 to 1 December "C. Singer officiated for seven
1938, " months from 1 Fehruary

| L1938,
f

13, C. Singer (oflg) . ] D(‘gunb(r 1938 to 11 ]um i

4. SON Sen . - 12 june 1939 ... |
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Present staff of the National /Archives of India (I October

1948 )

‘ Divector of Archives
Surendranath Sen, ML B L, (Oxon ), Ph.D., DL Litt.

] Assistant Dircctor of Archives
Purnendu Basu, M.A L LLB., Ph.D. {1.ond.).

Senior Supervintendent

S()urin(lrnnnl}l Rov. ANLAL

Avchical Chemist
a1 . )
Suml Kumar Chakravorti, M.Se.

Assistant Avrchical Chemis!
Sumer Chand Jain, M.Sc.

Junior Chemisi
Yo .
Paresh Chandra Majumdar, B.Sc.

Laboratory Assistant
Manindr:malh D;\tla. B.S¢.

Mechanics
_]agl)and:m Lal Bhatnauar.
Buddhi Ram Dhoundival, M I F.

Opcralors

Shyam Sundar Auddy.
Sobha Bose, B.Sc.

L ditors
Sudhir Chandra Gupta, M.A .. B.1
Krishna Dayal Bhargava, M./\ o
Nirmal Chandra Sinha, M.A., .P.R S
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Senior Technical Assistants

Upendranath Sarkar, M.A.

Sy Krishna Saxena, M.A.

Yadav Chandra Gaur, M.A.

Hari Ram Gupta, M.A., B.T., Ph.D., D .Litt.
Vijoy Chandra Joshi, M.A.

Dasharatha Sharma, M.A., D.Litt.

Maulvi
Dayanand Lakhmichand Kaka, M.A.

Junior Technical Assistants

Baidyanath Banerjee, B.A. :
Bhupal Chandra Mukherjee, B.A.
Sailendranath Ghosh.

Bhawani Dass, B.A.

Ajit Kumar Sarkar, B.Com.

Krishna Das Gupta, M.A.

Ram Lal Nanda, M.A.

Pulin Behari Das.

Keshab Lal Kanjilal. B.A.

Bertram Saint John Dias.

Keshab Chandra Ghosh.

Satish Chandra Kaushik.

Mahima Ranjan Bhattacharyya, M.A., B.L.
Satya Ranjan Mitra, M.A.

Iswaranand Verma, M.A.

Dhanwanti Gopaldas Keswani, M.A., B.T.
Dayal Dass, M.A.

Jati Ram Gupta, M.A., Munshi Fazil.
Romesh Chandra Suri, MLA.
Sailendranath Sen, BLA.

Radha Krishan Parmu, M.A.. D.Phil.
Mrs. Arati Biswas, M.A. B.T.
Manohar Lal Gaind, M.A, J.D.

[ ibrarian

Subodh Chandra Mookerjee, M.A., B.LL., Dip. Lih.
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APPENDIX  [-—concld.

Assistant Librarian

Bibhuti Bhusan Bagchi.

Junior Superintendent

Deva Prasad Das Gupta, M. A,

Clerks
Apurba Krishna Chakraborti,
Charan Saran.
Biswanath Das Gupta.
Qazi Mohammad Yasin Alam Qamar.
Barru Ram Sharma,
Ramesh Chandra Majumdar.
Nathu Ram Sharma.
Ajit Kumar Mitra.
Chitta Ranjan Mitra.
Sudhir Chandra Datta.
Hasrajmal Atmaram Kanuga.
Jitendra Nath Das.
Devapniti Datta.
Tarlochan Singh.

Hassanand.

Tpists.

Narayan Chandra Chakraborty.
Lachhman Dass Ajmani.

Belin Kumar Chanda,

Proof Reader
Manik Ratan Sen Gupta, B.A.

Copvholder
Balai Chandra Chakraborty .

Q’h
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is.
Checkers, Sorters, Senior Menders, Oilman and Laboralorv Attendanis

: . itosh Chakraborty; Bijoy
andra Dey; Hazari Lal; Paritos .
Chafn)é?:ocg]hfsrz nCokul yCha\ndra\ Datta; SUdhEdra B[\ll]::?l:- (éhgsal
Syed Wasi Haider; Hongseshwar Ghose.; Naba umar. Dwz;ra[(analh
S{ngh Rawat; Mahammad Abia; Bm«j_vanath D‘ultlz- Pl
Biswas; Anil Chandra Das; Paritosh Kumar Das}; de Miackherice:
Jaidutt Pande; Amulya Chandra Ghose; Dulal C anr\si} x'an Singh.
Anil Kumar Mitra; Barindra Kumar Sen.Gup!a: kf?"&iﬁ_a Do
Baldev Raj Ajmani; Premananda Paul; Matilal Malho}r{.. )
Bhat; Gorokh Nath; Tarun Kumar Ghose; Anil Baran Roy.

Daftaries, Junior Menders and Jemader

i ingh:  Sri harma; Shyam
Benode Behari Bag; Pratap Singh: Sri Ram S i A
Bhajaﬁmbikshit; Sundar Singh; Rabindranath Banerjee: Sé’}?dg 2‘{)‘%&3
Satyendra Nath Das; Hira Singh; Adhir Kumar Gbose; S}? Romar
Haidar; Kuldip Singh; Mohan Singh:; Niranjar_x Smgh:. E_"h ~har
Nandy; Bhagwan Dass; Ghamundi Lal; Jai Narain Tewari; isha et
Nath; Satya Prasad; Krishnadas Ghose; ’Ramapada D{j' < Ron
Chandra; Nakuleshwar Chakrahorty; Sunil Kumar Gupta; ‘Dagi) Raj
Sharma; Sailendranath Ghose; Pramatha Bhusan Ghose; (I:\Dass:
Ghai; Kushadwaj Jana; Promode Kishore Bhattacharya; Narsing

Bishal Singh.

. . n and
Peons, Dusting bearers, Aimed guards, Night watchme
Daru)ans

: Ram;
Hussaini; Bakar Ali; Kanai Ram; Jhulan Ra}r:.’ 5‘3"5;":’3“5;“8},;
Hashmatullah Khan; Shit, Charan; Loke Nﬁ’;‘ din: Gulab Khan;
Sambhu Nath; Chittaranjan Das; Amir Al]: Mah-uGay; Ram; Sundar
Ibrahim; Dalloo Ram; Chaturi Ram; Hatti _SlBZ ¥, Chand: Behari Lal:
Ial; Kharak Singh; Sardari Lal; Jaswant Rai: e IPham' Bhusan Bag:
Topan Ram; Ram Nagina; Mohan Lal Sharmz. NMukhtear: Jabdish
G\fahar Ali; Ridh Ram; Jalaluddin; Rﬂ.mlc“'fa“cl::"l Prasad'vx‘”‘:haml
Sharma; Balam Singh; Nu‘ryc’éil;?: gﬂnﬁ':rr‘n gir'xgh: Mir Ms;ngh;z Gu‘r?h
iloki ingh; Duli Chand; e Munna. -
Il:;(i]kl lg:::::' fsil:rgl}:"LEI:la; Prabhati; Gyarsa; Dylia:




	Image00001
	Image00002
	Image00003
	Image00004
	Image00005
	Image00006
	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016
	Image00017
	Image00018
	Image00019
	Image00020
	Image00021
	Image00022
	Image00023
	Image00024
	Image00025
	Image00026
	Image00027
	Image00028
	Image00029
	Image00030
	Image00031
	Image00032
	Image00033
	Image00034
	Image00035
	Image00036
	Image00037
	Image00038
	Image00039
	Image00040
	Image00041
	Image00042
	Image00043
	Image00044
	Image00045
	Image00046
	Image00047
	Image00048
	Image00049
	Image00050
	Image00051
	Image00052
	Image00053
	Image00054
	Image00055
	Image00056
	Image00057
	Image00058
	Image00059
	Image00060
	Image00061
	Image00062
	Image00063
	Image00064
	Image00065
	Image00066
	Image00067
	Image00068
	Image00069
	Image00070
	Image00071
	Image00072
	Image00073
	Image00074
	Image00075
	Image00076
	Image00077
	Image00078
	Image00079
	Image00080
	Image00081

