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FOREWORD

The last cdition of the Firozpur District Gazetteer was published
in 1915 and a new edition has been long over-due. The new Gazetteers
unlike those in the pre-Independence days are to be bascd on detailed
study of practically all aspects of life of the people in a region. These
are cxpected to be not merely guide books for the administrators but
also are expected to have uscful material  for journalists, re‘search
scholars and members of the general public who are interested in the

subject. It is indeed difficult to present a truc picture of a scene that

is changing very fast. 1 hope the present volume would be found to

be a useful effort.

R. C. KAPILA

Financial Commissioner, Revenue,

CHANDIGARH : )
Punjab.

14 February 1983.



PREFACE

This volume is the sixth in the series of the Punjab District Gazetteers
published under the schemec of Revision of District Gazetteers. The
previous editions of the Firozpur District Gazetteer were prepared under
the British regime from time to time, as defailed below :

The origional edition of the Firozpur District Gazetteer was published
in 1883-84. Tt was mainly based on the Settlement Reports and a draft
Gazetteer compiled between 1870 and (874 by Mr. F. Cunningham,
Barrister-at-Law. Notes on certain points  were supplied by district
officers, while the Census Report of 1831 was also utilized. Shortly
after the publication of the first edition of the gazettcer, the area of the
district was considerably enlarged in consequence of the partition of the
then Sirsa District which took place in November 1884, The whole of
the Fazilka Tahsil (together with a few villages from the Dabwali Tahsil)
was attached to this district. A revised edition of the gazetteer was thus
rendered necessary, which was published in 1888-89. Mr E. B. Francis,
Settlement Officer. Firozpur, appears to have been responsible for this
revision. After the publication of the revised edition of the gazetteer,
numerous changes took place and the district developed greatly,  Another
revised edition was, therefore, prepared in 1915 and published in 1916
by Mr M. M. L. Currie, Scttlement Officer, Firozpur. It was based on
the previous edition of 1888-89, but a considerablec amount of new matter
was included.

Besides the above-mentioned three editions of the main descriptive
volume of the district gazetteer in the old series, their Statistical Tables
were prepared in 1904, 1913 and 1935 and published in separate
volumes.

Since the compilation of the last edition of the Firozpur District
Gazetteer in the middle of the second decade of the present century and
especially after the achievement of independence in 1947, vast devolop-
ments have taken place in the political, social, cultural and economic life
of the people. The partition of the country in 1947 placed the district on
the international border with Pakistan. The mass migration of the mino-
rity population from both sides of the border with Pakistan completely
changed the social set-up of the region. The implementation of the
Five-Year Plans has brought about vast development in all spheres of life.
An attempt has been made to depict the impact of such developments
and changes in the present volume of the gazetteer.

The preparation of the present edition of the Firozpur District
Gazetteer was actually taken up in April 1971, By the time the draft
was about to be completed, the hitherto district of Firozpur was bifur-
cated on 7 August 1972, and two of its tahsils/subdivisions, viz. Moga
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and Muktsar were transferre

d to the newly created Faridkot District.
Thus, the re-organized Firo

zpur District was Jeft with the remaining
three tahsili/subdivisions, viz.  Firozpur, Zira and Fazjlka (including

the Sub-tahsil Abohar). Since the data for the gazetteer was collected
and compiled before the bifurcation o

fthe district, it was decided that the
gazetteer may be recast by eliminatis and references of places
erever possible. Accord-
e Government of Tndia

n November 1977 after

certain  procedural factors,
ained withheld.

and Muktsar tahsils, wh
as revised and sent to th
which was received back i
However | due (o
publication of the gazetteer rem
data contained in the gazetteor relate
decided in 1980 to revise it to bring
the gazetteer was revised and the in
was incorporated.
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CHAPTER 1
GENERAL
(a) Introductory

M Origin of the Name of the Firozpur District.—~The name Firozpur
Obviously means the town of Firoz. Probably the founder was Firoz Shah
Tughlaq (A.D. 1351—88), as the place must always have occupied an
important position on the line of communication between Delhi and
Lahore. Another tradition, however, ascribes its foundation to one of
the Bhatti chiefs, named Firoz Khan, in the middle of the sixteenth

century,

(i) Location, General Boundaries, Tatal Area and Population of the
District.-—The Firozpur District lies, between latitude 29°~55" and 31°—
09’ and between longitude 73°—53" and 75°—24’. Before 15 August
1973, this distrlct was the southernmost of the seven districts of the
Jalandhar Division of the Punjab State. On that date, the new Firozpur
Division! was formed and the Firozpur District was included in it. The
boundary of the present Firozpur District on the east runs along the
Faridkot District. On the north-east, the River Satluj generally separates
it from the Jalandhsr and Kapurthala districts, The united stream of the
Satluj and the Beas generally separates it from the Amritsar District in
the north-west, and farther down from the Pakistan, with the exception
of some areas on each.side of the river.

The District comprises three tahsils/subdivisions, viz. Firozpur in
the middle, Zira on the east, Fazilka on the south-west. All important
places in the District are connected by rail or road.

Almost 11 km form the Hussainiwala border on the west and 121
km from Ludhiana in the east lies the City of Firozpur, the headquarters
of the District administration. By road, it is 116 km from Anmritsar,
130 km from Jalandhar, 122 km from Ludhiana, 103 km.from Bathinda, =
(via Kot Kapura), and 86 km from Fazilka. The city lies on the Firoz- .
pur Cantonment—]udhiana Branch Line of the Northern Railway,

Punjab Government, Revenue Deoartment, Notification No. 2141-Rg-1-73/
2334, dated 10 August 1973, published in the Punjab Governmeht Gazetts
(Extraordinary), dated 10 August 1973,



FIROZPUR

According to the Director of :
the area of the District during 1971 79 &chwgg,mpumab, Jalan dhar,

tahsil-wise arca is given below - ‘06 sq. km. The

Tahsil T ————
Area

—_— o (sq. km)
Tahsil Firozpur T :

Tahsil Zira . 1,813.37

Tahsil Fazilka .. 32,312-64

,7138.05

District Firozpur *_-5 864
. Dbis .. ,864.06

According to fhe 19817-(69;nsu 7 i
.. s, the popul

District was 13,07,804 comprising that popwation of
that of the Zira Tahsil—2,95,958 and th

' the Firozpur
of the Firozpur Tahsil—4,36,655,
at of the Fazilka Tahsil—5,75,191
(iii) History of the District as an
Changes in its Component Parts.—The dis
annexatif)n of Firozpur by the British in 1836. As a result of the Fj

Anglo-Sikh War, 1845-46, the ilagas of Khai Mudki, etc ; de Flfft
other I:,ahore territories, east of the Satluj, were added ,to it. a:v o the
Badhni District (now called Badhnj Kalan in the Faridkot I‘)ist _hi“ o
broken up in 1847, some of jts parts were added to the Firoépur rll;'gt“',as
The next addition comprised portions of the ilagas of Muktsar anld II.gt

Kapura in 1852. 1In 1856, the estates of th
’ e deposed Nawab
were annexed. In 1958, Village of Sibj ab of Mamdot

Faridkot State.

Administrative Unit and the
trict came into being on the

li an was taken back from the
On the partition of the Sirsa District in 1884,

haif was included in the Firozpur District. In 1959, the
Tahsil (comprising 37 villages) of the Firozpur Tahsil
to the Bathinda. District. On the exchan
and Pakistan on 17 January 1961,
Government of India and the Go
1960, certain areas in the vicinity

its western
Nathana Syb-

was transferred
ge of enclaves between India
following an agreement between the
vernment of Pakistan on 11 January

' of the Suleimanki He i
Fazilka Tahsil were transferred to ke In the

Pakistan in exchange of the ar
the Hussaniwala Headworks N e?s near
Tahsil . These areas were added to the Firozpur

"On 17 March 1970, 3 villa i i
o« 1 1970, ges of the Zira Tahsil i
District were transferred to t O ine Firozpur

. he Shahkot Sub-Tahsil of
Tahil of the Jalandhar Distric 1l of the Nakodar

t. Eighteen villages of the Nakod i

. - a
of the Jalandhar District were transferred to the Zira Tahsi] of thc: g::sn
Z-

pur District. Nine villages of the Patti Tahsil of the Amritsar District

_we_r‘e‘trﬁlnsfgrred to the Zira Tahsil of the Firozpur District?

*Punjab Government, Reve T
dated 17 Match 1676 venue Department, N(.)tlflcatlon No. 564-RG-1-70/727,

GENERAL 3
"
The above-mentioned 9 villages, transferred from the Patti Tahsil
of the Amritsar District to the Zira Tahsil of the Firozpur District were
further transferred to the Firozpur Tahsil on 15 Sptember 19713

On 7 August 1972, two tahsils, namely Moga and Muktsar, of the
Firozpur District were transferred to the Faridkot District, formed on
the same date.* The Firozpur District was, thus, left with only three
tahsils, namely Firozpur, Zira and Fazilka, with a total number of 1,054
inhabited villages.

(iv) Subdivisions, Tahsils and Thanas.—The District is divided into
three tahsils, namely Firozpur, Zira and Fazilka, all of which have been
upgraded to subdivisions and are under the controliof three subdivisional
officers.

The tahsil-wise list of police-stations and police posts, in the District
is given in Chapter XII ‘Law and Order and Justice’ .

(b) Topography

Physiographically, the Firozpur District constitutes a part of the
Punjab plain, which is largely flat and featureless and is formed of pleis-
tocene and Sub-recent alluvial deposits of the Indo-Gangetic system.
Wind action has also played a part in shaping the relief of the District,
located as it is in the vicinity of the Rajasthan Desert. That is why
the alluvial surface of the District is strewn with sand:-dunes in some
parts.

The general elevation of the District ranges from 230 metres in thé
north-east to about 175 metres in the sourth-west, giving a notth-east-to
south-west gradient of one metre in 4 km. Though the physiography
of the District is apparently a homogeneous plain, in geheral, it displays
significant variations, if examined at local levels. The following three
torrain units can be indentified :

(i) The floodplain of the Satluj
(ii) The sand-dune-infested tract

(iii) The upland plain

sPunjab Government, Revenue Department, Notification No. 1614 RG-I-71/
3296, dated 6 September 1971 published in the Punjab Government Gazette
(Extraordinary), dated 8 September 1971

‘Punjab Government, Revenue Department, Notification No. 2120-RG-I-72
2155, dated 17 July 1972 published in the Punjab Government Gazette,
P art I, dated 28 July 1972



4 FIROZPUR

(i) The Floodplain of the Satluj.—The floodplain of the Satluj
occupies the northern half of the Zira Tahsil, the northern and western
sections of the Firozpur Tahsil and the north-western part of the Fazilka
Tahsil. This tract is locally known as ket Satluj. It is
even 10-15-km-wide stretch of land along the Satluj River. It is covered
with new alluvium and is scparated Irom one sand-dunc-infested tract
to its south and cast by a fow cliff. Before the damming of the Satluj
at Bhakra and the construction of barrages at Nangal and Harike, the
River used to flood this tract during the rainy scason. This area is quite
safe from floods at present, giving stability to its scttlements
ture. At places, the tract contrains abandoned courses of the River, pat-
ches of marshy land, and pockets of thickly growing grasses. It is now
being reclaimed for agriculturc and other uses,

a lowlying, un-

and agricul-

(i) The Sand-Dune-Infested Tract.—This tr
the bet Satlyj to its south and east and which coveres the lower part of
the Zira Tahsil, the eastern half of the Firozpur Tahsil and the middle
zone of the Fazilka Tahsil, is a linear stretch of numerous closely spaced
sand-dunes. In fact, this tract coincides largely with the old course
of the Satluj, through which the River used to flow about 400 years back,
since when it has been drifting westwards. The base of the sand-dunc-
infested tract is formed of the alluvium deposited by the River. The sand-
dunes here have been deposited by strong winds, from south-west and
north-west, picking up sand largely from the dry bed of the River during
winter and the pre-monsoon periods when the discharge in the River
18 meagre. The sand-dunes are small, a few hundred metres long, and
generally low, only 2 to 5 metres above the level of the surrounding ground.

However, these sand-dunes are spaced close to one another, providing a
distinct type of topography.

act, which runs parallel to

(iii) The Upland Plain.—The upland
parts of the District, possesses a firm base of old alluvium, with sporadi-
cally distrituted sand-dunes superimposed on it.
reddish brown tandy lecam. Within 1}
are differences in certain respects.
elevation ranging from 215 to 230
the elevation of which is 175 {0 2C0 metres.
of sand-dunes is more in the latter (which
Desert) than in the former.

plain, which includes the interior

Here, the soils are
¢ uplerd plain, kewever, there
The north-eastern part is higher (its

metres) than the south-western part,

Moreover, the frequency
adjoins the Rajasthan

It may be noted that many of the sand-dunes, both in the sand-
~dune-infested tract and in the upland plain, have teen levelled by the far.
~mers and brought under cultivation. 7This ¢xransion in agricultural lang

GENERAL 3

. RO articularly b
has been made possible by the extension of irrigation, particul ulyS il)l/
‘ .y T 29 H Y.
canals. This development has brought about considerable change
the topography of the District.

In brief, the physiography of the District was originally dcsignedtll)ly
the depositional work of the Satluj.  Later on, it was wor.kcd over by 1 ?
action of the wind simultaneously with that of the River. .Rccenl).,
man has been instrumental in smoothening out some of the lf'rcg‘-’la”'
tis in relief consequent upon the development of canal irrigation.

(c) The River System and Water Resources

iy T in Rivers, Tributaries and Canals:— ) .
X ]’;‘llelel\g::;lujRI;::er.—The Satluj is the main river ot'" 1he.I~1r.ozpurd Dt;ls;
trict. It forms the northern boundary between this District an e
districts of Jalandhar, Kapurthala and Amritsar.‘ It also separatde’st..lf
District from Pakistan in most parts. The Physnograp.hy ?f the distric
owes its origin largely to the alluvium deposited by this River.

The Satluj performs a total journey of about 200 'kilc.wmctrles al(::rgs
the northern and western borders of the Firozpur D1§mct. . t eﬁl e
the District near the Village of Bhodiwala-aﬂer passing thxhoug u
Jalandhar and Ludhiana districts. From here it f(?llows a' nort [-Xwes'tsaif
course for about 40 km till it reaches Harike .(Sl.lll'd'.t(’td in thel mr};Bas
District to the other side of the River), wher.e it is Jomcd'by the e
River coming from the north-east. The Satluj flows towards \zfts o
about 15 km from Harike and then it turxlls soutFl-w.est, a lrec' >
which it keeps through the rest of its journey in the District. It passes in
Pakistan at Suleimanki.

The Satluj, like most of the rivers in nc?rlhcrn‘ India, has ur?dergonle
a westward drift during the recent historical times. Th'ere is amp i,
evidence to show that it ran through the present sand-dune-infested tx"lz:c
about 400 years back. At that time, it did not meet the Beas at Hari e;;
but made its confluence with it somewhere bet.ween Bahawal’pur and
Multan. The westward drift is perhaps explained by.Ferrel s lacllwt,
according to which moving bodies in the Northern Hemisphere tend to
drift to their right. :

The Satluj used to be a furious river during the rai.ny segson 'ang\
used to cause much destruction through its floods bef(?re 1t. was damlmet
up at Bhakra. The diversion of the waters of the River into cz%g? sfzr
Nangal, Rupnagar, Harike and Hussainiwale has. been responsi ;. '
significantly reducing the mighty stream into a'seml-dry_bed. The Rive!
now contains only a small trickle of water during most of the year.
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The Sukar or Sukka

Nala.—Mention may be made of the Sukar or
Sukka Nalq (dry channel

) which is a smal] draina
its course between the new and the old beds of the S
this Nalg occupies one of the

originates near Tihara in the Ly
District near the Village of Jindra

of the Satluj as the Sukka Nalg i

ge channel marking

atluj River. In fact,
abandoned courses of the Satluj. Tt

dhiana District, enters the Firozpur

Some areas of the District. Besides, the Sirhind Canal System serves the
District,

(i) Underground Water Resources

Groundwater in the D
under confined conditions.
and are tapped by means of o

istrict occurs both under the water-

table and
Shallow phreatic aquifers are y

to the Satlyj

affected with
table to the

ground-water in the canal-¢ The water-table in this tract
rests within three metres

from the ground-level, Soj] alkalinization has

7
GENERAL

. e a. Shallow tube-
been observed in certain places within the atected 3grtc; 60 metres from
wells drilled in this tract to depths ranging fg;’macqui fers yield between
i f water-table
d-level and the tapping o . downs. The
Sgeagrfgu;O kilolitres of water per hour at ec‘;ononl;]ca”((i)l;j“;um_wens s
. ater from these s .
i ality of the groundwa ' for domestic
Chemlclzll)]/ ctl‘:csh yand potable and has been found suitable
genera ¢ pota
consumption and irrigation.

-east of the waterlogged tract (i.e.

ettt t'l;f SS: 21&221‘)1 ssuof"fletr}; ?:jm acute scarcity of fresh po;blg
ommgaaten ];l anater-table is generally deep and rests bletwleltSide
o s rom t:e ground-level. The drop in the water-'tab.eeo e
e s generally conforms to the topogltaphlc rlls1 .S s
. wa'terlogged arf'a ngby and large, is brackish to salme.. It hade o
et the li(r)m,ralization of groundwater incxfee'lses‘wnh. t erea pIn
Observe'd th?t e 1, and is chiefly attributed to a.rldlty in th%s a ilich
e S ::rmeability of the water-bearing format.lons fw ieh
addition,_ the low I:e with depth owing to overburqen transists oloi "
prog;ei“sweb;r(:;zrce)? recharge in the case of deep aqullfers a?i at ﬁ)en;evel "
o i ion material may also ra ! :
contract o W?ter 'wntt;l:h:v:?errm:tmzj;rious depths. However, in ;er:tl;
rodium chlorde ticularly in the canal-command areas, fres tvzred
localized ?reas’ P line groundwater have been generally encoun thé
e feStm.g o h frf;shwater lenses has chiefly resulted f'rom e
T oo o Tucater which effects (1) a dilution of'the mmer; 1the
ot Of' e ur er stratum of the zone of saturation, and (.) (e
gmund‘;’at‘er lgftg'i:sllllpfecharged water over the saline groundwater in
accumulation

area.

S ever, limited in thickness, and have
Sueh freShW;te;vlé’; bz)s jcr:;rhg‘gwn to depths ranging f 'rom 2fO tfc;e;(l)
been generally ob und-level. Any increase in the pumping ? h
metres from (he gro' of wells in such areas may lead 'to.tlﬁle intrusi
vater or (he deepemlngthe deeper levels. Electrical resistivity s_urvey;
of salne W?tel‘ fr::tr;lohar Sub-Tabhsil for the delineation of the zox;es ﬁ_
undertalen i e ater have generally indicated the presence of -retshe
fresh and sale o ing thickness resting over saline groun.dwater 11; e
water lonses O_f V?ryorg often abrupt, variations in the thlckn?ss o1 e
area. Apprecar have been recorded. The thickness of this cob:ing
freshwater conme ary, on an average, from two to forty met]r.es, e
has been foﬁgdtl:s :anal’s, where the interface of fresh an;lnﬁ;ar :taii sl
re e e ing to continuous d
ﬁas oo inv:fljvt:t};rpuslgz(:isfi?/xg s(:::veis have indicated that the areas
owing to can . ,
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to the north of the branch of the Abohar Canal appear to have very limi-

ted thickness of the layers of fresh water. But the area on the cast and
south-west of Abohar shows an appreciabl i
column and is found to the favourable to

water by shallow tube-wells.

he areas around Abohar to depths
he ground-level yield fresh potable
aries from 20 to 140 kilolitres of
groundwater fiom shallow depths
Deep tube-wells which  have been
bly vyielded brackish to saline water.

ranging from 9 to 24 metres from t
water. The yield of the tube-wells v
water per hour. The exploitation of
is also done through open wells.

attempted in this areq have invaria

Water-table

An analysis of the water-table

in the Firozpur District makes an
interesting study.

Parts of the floodplain of the Satluj

s

the surface. Thus
from waterlogging,
tables, and the

(d) Geology
(i) Geological Formation

The area forms a part of Indo-
flat except for the occurrence
gical formations indentified i
encrustations at places, cla

Gangetic alluyium, It is practically
of small scattered sand-dunes. The geolo-

n the area are - sandy clay with saltpetre
y with sporacic sandy nodules, coarse sand,
a water-bearing sand horizon, and impervious clay. The formations,
which have been encountered from a bore-hole drilled for oil, are the middle
and upper Shiwaliks (between 195 and 700 metres).

(ii) Mineral Resources

Except saltpetre, other miner
are rather rare. The

groundwater have als

Natural Gas.—The Seepage of natural gas hag been re

ported from
Zira. The details of the Seepage are not known,

Saltpetre.—Saltpetre is essentially a nitrate of potassium and sodium,
with minor amounts of chloride, sulphate and carbonate redicals. 1
occurs as a thin, white encrustation on the surface. The efflorescence
appears during the hot months,

viz. May and June ang even during
July in the absence of adequate rains,

t
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: is different from
The soil, containing this salt, becomes IOOS{; ‘;nd Ib':lsfifc’:raped and
’ ‘onti e-thick layer 1
. X . ly a 2-Centimetre N t
the soil beneath it. Near A sufficient amoun
is loosely stacked in a kachcha pond, SOIC?nzcsv}:tcr takes into solution
. colati

ater is spread over it and the pere L into a first
(;{ Wd;:r ., :pnt of the heaped soil. This solution is thendled 1‘nttf>S .
the salt conte s, it i -
set of pans and allowed to evaporate there. After a f;wr ﬁi}é ot six days,
ferred to another set of pans where it is kept for anothe Itpetre crystal-
F i there, it is taken to a third set of pans where thz Sat f)s then taken
liro'mout :Fhis is known as crude saltpetre. The pro l:z obtain pure

tzefs tm'ies and is subjected to filtration and heating

o facto

saltpetre.

: nitrates and
Saltpetre is used primarily in the F;-r()duf}t:eo:loilofin two different
\ indigenously from
‘hich are extracted in . of gunpowder.
potash “The refined product is used in the manuf.actur: iesg Potash is
stages. f some use in enamel and fireworks industr d-_ the glass
T s i "
. 315}‘1’ . nufacturing of soap, matches, explosives and 1
used in the ma

and ceramic industries.

p p i i i he Plln'lab.
. . . ‘ '
ly. l;) t\’ee” the Satlui Rive[ a“d the Fll()Z[)UI-FaZl]ka ]()a(l
]ng cty

(o] (o

iii) Seismicity . . o
. ismically, the Firozpur District is situated in a reg;?ho\:/lh;lchnlz
Selsml?a % oderate damage due to earthquakes. f ”
liable to S.hght o k has been located near Firozpur, anu.m «ler
major epicentral trac - ihating in the Hindukush, the Hlm.a ay;iln
carthquake _shocks ar%d the Karakoram regions, are occasionally
Boun.darydf?tlltFiizg;ur, with slight to moderate intensity.
experience

. e ¢
It in the District in the past,
inent earthquakes, fe
o Of3t()hel\f1):1;m1"8]85 4 April 1905, 28 February 1906, 17 May
ed on ,
(1)9CTE/1"22 June 1945 and 10 July 1947 | -
o he records, it is seen that the maximum seismic intensity €
From the r )

\% \Y ifi 1l
o w I1 on the Modified Merca
perienced at Firozp as between VI and ferce
Serie (:6312;t (;:u'lzngu rthe Kangra earthquake of 1905, But considering
cale-19 |

'Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale of 1931
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its proximity to the Himalayan Boundry fault zone, Firozpur has been
placed in zone III of the earthquake-zoning map of India. I this zone,
the maximum earthquake intensity may reach VII M.M.

In order that engineering  structures at Firozpur may not suffer
damage or conscquently result in the loss of life owing to carthquakes,
the civil engineering structures may be provided with s
For ordinary structures, the following factors h
the Indian Standard Institutions Code,
Resistant Design of Structures.

afety factors.

ave been  suggested in

Criteria for the Earthguake-
. {

o M'i';/pe of four;dat;ms hard médium ' soft

Earthquake factor 04 g 05 g 06

For important structures, the carthquake factor has

to be suitably in-
creased.

I Modified Mercalji Intensit
Scale

y Scale of 1931
Specifications
11 Felt quite noticebly indoops, es

many people do not recognize it
rock lightly. Vibrations like

Vi Felt by all; many frightened and run out doors.
a few instances of fallen plaster or dam

pecially on the upper floors of Luildings, but
asan earthquake. Standing motorcars may
passing of lorry. Duration estimated.

Some heavy furniture moved
aged chimneys, Damage slight.

VII Every body runs outdoors. Damage negli

design and construction ; slight to mod
considering in poorly built or badl
brocken. Noticed by person drivin

gible broken in buildings of gocd
erate in well-built ordinary structures:
y designed structures © some chimeneys
g motor-cars.

(Soure : Director-General of Observat

ions, New Delhi)
(e) Flora

The Firozpur District is sparsely wooded. With
increase in the area under cultivation,

covered large tracts in the past,
which originally consisted of a thi

a progressive
the scrub type of forest, which
has almost disappeared. The scrub,

ck growth of Salvadora olcioides Dene
(van, mal), which yields the berries, known as pilu ; Capparis decidug

(Forsk.) Edgew. (karir or the leafless caper) and Acacig nilotica (L)
Wild. ex DC. Subsp. indica (Bth.) Brenan (kikar) are now represcnt-
ed by scattered trees of these species, which, however, from the cemmon
trees of the District. In the south-west, Prosopis cinerariq (L) Druce
(Jand) is frequently seen. Dalbergia sissoo Roxb. (shisam  or tahly),
Albizia lebbeck Bth, (siris) are planted alongside the canal banks ang
roads. Among other trees seen in the District are the neem (Azcdirg-
chta indica Zucc.) and the Bukain or Persian lilac Mclia, azedarch L;

11
GENERAL

an) are

The well-grown trees of Tamarix aphylla _(L). Karst.. (pel:g:)th:ough

seen along the canals. The earliest plantation of this sp e

ttings dates back to 1876—79, according to the old Gaze . rer

(;l)listrigct The species of Acacia, viz. Acacia leucophoea wild. e

and A ;nodesta Wall. (phulahi) are also seen.kThe Ze; ::;n’zularia

' i iti Lamk., and Z.

i izyphus viz. Z. mauritiana , . ;

oy Spefcwsv:’)f &Z ’Zyp l;re widely distributed, the latter, partlcu;arll:)'/ :‘r;
. . . ' g
(g}(})t;:lm’sczil Near villages and on the edges of ponds, the pipal (Fi

religiosa L.) is frequently planted.

i irozpur
The wild date, proenix sylvestris (L.) Roxb., is found near Firozp
and Fazilka.

e s he
i distributed plant in the District is, perhaps, t
Thé l;;;)rs;p‘;ldj:pz)cera (Ait.) Ait. It is very common 1n. theatf;;z:
akkdy( sc‘:il on fallow land and waste places. The pllant cslox;wtlilrtlu:; atain
e i s firewood and also -
) con'Siderablet Sl;e‘ th:h:os(::zs s:£:igflesd zf the population. The roots of
tr‘_‘Ctlon th; S }?arbour a parasite, Cistanch tubelosa Wt. (Oroban-
e Oht'e; uts out its fleshy flowering spikes above the groun;l.
e oners v rp in colour from yellow to brownish purple. In the
can fl'oners Val ¢ d and in abandoned fields, there occurs commo.nly a
o an'on family, viz. Asphodelus tenuifolius Ca., which is
e Zmiazi or bhugaat In the riverain tracts a'llso oc<.:urs a
P k'nﬁwrzsa :uite conspicuous by its prickly habit. It is t.h;:1
P'lant e Alhagi pseudalhagi (Bib.) Desv., alow bus.hy plant w.xt
L '(h flgwers Along the river banks, another species of. Tamarix,
Sl'nan ;'ed;lilosica Roxb.' locally known as pilchhi, forms a thick scrub
VIZ. . ,

and this is used largely as firewood.

The characteristic plant of the upla_.lx(lds is.,«iii;vi tgorr:;inst;s;avhgtl;u;;nx; :3.
ith i spike, giv -
Juss, Gu w‘ltl;:rt;sig:nf:hev:: ?tlgbo:nd ; C%rotalaria burhia Buch.-Han‘l
rance o te coild Indian hemp, a wiry plant, with small yellow .floy.vers ;
o Btt'l', 'thewmontii Hk. & T. (lathia), whose growth is indicative of
e d others. In the sandy soil, the trailing Citrullus chIo-
o bac'ld e Ca: n. (tumma) of the gourd family occurs in profusion,
i (L.I)' ta %c;iss. is seen in dry places. An intruduced wt:ed, nf)w
Ephe'dm fo'll:il and often proving to be a nuisance, is a thistle-like spiny
gf:f:nfvim yellow flowers, Carthamus oxyacanthus Bieb,
alit, ‘ T
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The useful grasses of the District include  (Saceharum bengalense
Retze.=S. Munja Roxb.), locally known as sarr or sarkonde:. 1t is
particularly common in the riverain tracts.

This grass finds many uscs
and the baan or munj fibre cxtr

acted from it is twisted into TOPCS Gr 18
used to make chairs and stools (moorhas).  Its stems are used for making
huts and serve as fence poles.  The young, sprouts are sometimes used
fodder.  Phragmites karkq (Retzy Trin., a tall reedy  grass, forming
clumps in marshy places 1 (Erianthus rovennae (L) P. Beauv., a tal]
robust grass ; the dooh grass. Cynodon dactylon (L) pers.

s Cenchrus
ciliaris L. (dhaman) and the dubh or talla and Desmostachya bipinnata
(L) Stapf., a tufted

grass, though uscful as a sand-binder, all spread
with great rapidity, sometimes proving
grasses are also found in the District.

as

troublesome.  Some other

The plants of medicinal
Centella asiatica (L)) Urban
Grewia tenax (Forsk.) Fiori
(harmal) and Withaniq somnife

iinportance found in the District include
(brahni), (Datura innoxia Ml (dhatura,
(gunger mewa) - Peganum  harmola L.
ra (L)) Druce asgand or aksan).

(f) Fauna

(i) Animals.—The Firozpur District contains but little of big game.
The black buck is plentiful in the Bishnoi villages in the Iazilka, and
is occasionally found in the arcas ncar about. The nilgai is found in
field areas of the Fizilka Tahsil and the hog-deer is found along the

banks of the River Sutluj.  An occasional wolf is brought in for reward.
The wild boar abounds in the riverain jungles to the east of Firozpur,
especially near Sobraon, but scems to have been exterminated in the
west of Firozpur though there are & few of it in the Aboh
and in the municipal reserve at Fazilka.
which were sometimes found in Fazilka, have long since disappeared,
Jackals are common in the riverain tract and in the neighbourhood of
towns, but are very rarc in the uplands. The fox is found in the sandy
parts of the District, whereas the hare js common. The otter is some-

times found along the River and near the large Jheels. In the River
itself, -the tortoise is common.

ar silting tank
The wild ass and the tiger,

In many parts of the District, the field rats are so common that they
have become a veritable plague and cause much dam
In.buildings, the ordinary house rat is common,
is by no means rare.

(i) Birds.—With respect to bird life the District is much better off.
The black partvidge is common in the riverain tract, whereas the grey
partridge is found in almost al] places. In  the sandy parts of the

age to the crops.
The mongoose (neola)
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District, sandgrouse, both the imperial and common varietics, ;rhzf(;::::;
the former being especially plentiful in the cold wc?ather. e
is believed to breed in the District. The great ln‘dlan bus.ta.r lsfd ’
on the Bikaner border. In the cold weather, various varletles‘o 1(uc )
arc to be found on the jheels and in the .River, . wherea?, largj :‘loc stl;oe
the kunj or demoiselle crane daily wing their w.ay 1n1an.u rr)omThe
River to the gram ficlds where they feed on the sundi (caterpillar).
common crane also is by no mcans rare.

The snipe and jack snipe are scafce, [j_argc .flocks (?lhbbarl-ll;;zc(i)zd
gecse are to be seen on the River and in the he.lds_m tlle;llflg a:)e a]ways.
The quail is not so plentiful asin some other districts. ertzmest e
a few about. Various varieties of plover occur, t‘he. t::ox;:ntlh o
the courier, grey, green, and goggi‘e-cyed ploivers ; bot t urelcommon.
variety and the so-called black Varlety. of cuxlewr‘are nomorants on.
Herons, pelicans, spoonbills, paddybnrds',‘ coots, corth s and
debchicks arc plentiful in suitable localme§, whereas eTh > and
the black and white stork (chitror) are occasionally seen. ;a oo ,is
mon blue pigeon is to be found everywhere, but the gre;r:hp iastem
rare. At the beginning of the cold weather, large flocks o estarlings
stock pigeon visit the District. Doves, crows, s;;itrrow;,nd arnes
(mainas), and parrots occur it swarms, and the vultures ‘Common
varictiecs of hawks are also plentiful. .Ravcns are also not un ! .
In the cold weather, large flocks of starlings and the rosy pastor appear.

The following is a list of the game-birds found 'n thf‘ district :

English name Vernacular Latin name Remarks
name

Great (r;dian Gurain Eupodotis Very rare
Bustard |
Imperial or Bhattitar Prerocles Plentiful in suit-
mperiz s . Ir

blaSk bellied kashmira, or arenarius able localities

sandgrouse palla |

Common sand-  Bhattitar Pterocolinus Not uncommon
rouse exustus

g 3 . .

Black partridge  Kala tittar Francolinus Cqmmon in rive

vulgaris rain
Grey pariridge  Tittar Ortygornis Plentiful

pondicerianus
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Remarks

Not very plentiful

Common

Cygnus musicus  Occassionally visits

FIROZPUR
English Name Vernacular Latin name
name

Quail Bater Conturnix

communis
Bar-headed Muag Anser indicus
goose
Whooper swan  Hans
Ruddy Shel- Surkhal Casarca rutila
drake or brah-
miny duck

Whistling teal

Maliard

Spot-billed duck

Gadwall

Common teal

Wigeon

Pintail

Carganey teal

White-eye
Shoveller

Marbled duck

Bara silahi

Nilsir, nila

Murgabi

Bey khur

Sou churka or
teal

Peason

Shinkhpar
Chatwa khira

Burar
Tidari

Murgabi

Dendrocyena
Javanica

Anas hoscas

Anas pocci-
lorhyncha

Chaulelasmuys
Streperus
Nattion crecca

Mareca penelope

Dafila acutq

Querquedula
circia

the District in
exceptionally
severe  winters.

Common

Rare

Common

Common ; breeds
in  the District,
but sparingly

Common

Common

Not common. In
fact distinctly
rare

Not common

Rarely seen, ex-
cept at the end
of the season

Nyroca africana  Common

Spatula clypeata Fairly common

Marmoronerto
angustirostris

Rare

——————— e

—in,.
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English name Vernacular Latin name Remarks
name
“1{6'(_1.-:{0:&:1 o Lal sir Netta rufina Fairly common
pochard Nyroca berina

Tufted pochard  Dubaru Fuligula fuligula Not common

Common crane  Kunj Grus communis

Demoiselle Kunj Anthropoides
crane virgo
Indian blue Kabutar Columba livia Common every-

i j ] here
rock pigeon intermedia w

Eastern stock Kabutar Columbia every- Large flccks in
pigeon smanni cold weather
Green pigcon Hariyal Crocopus Rare

phoenicapterus

(it)) Reptiles.—The krait is perhaps the commonest variety . of
poisonous snakes found in the District. Cobras and a variety of viper
(LEcbis carinata) also occur. The chhimba or wains (Psammenis dia-
dema), though commonly supposed by the people to be poisonous and a
hybrid cobra, is really a non-poisonous, though vicious, snake. The
small house lizard is common, whereas the larger goh or iguana is by
no means rare.

(iv) Insects.-—Mosquitoes are plentiful in the irrigate(.l parts of the
District, whereas in certain seasons sandflies are a veritable plague.
Whitc-ants or termites are very common and do considerable damage
in houses, and black and red ants are also plentiful. Locusts' some-
times appear in large swarms, especially in the Fazilka Tahsil and a
number of grasshoppers also cause damage at times. The sundi (cater-
pillar), the larva of a species of leaf-cutter moth, does a lot o?‘ damage
to the gram crop and to a less extent to sarson. Tela, a gr?en aphis, dama-
ges the sarson crop and, in some years, almost blights it. Kira, a sort
of borer, in certain seasons, ruins the jowar and maize crops.

(v) Fish.—The principal kinds of fish found in the Satluj are the
mahser, rohu, and sowal. The other kinds observed are : charanda,
dhungna, dambara, jhails, malli, sohni, mohri, bachwa, and ghogu, the
last beind intentified as Callichroas bimaculatus.
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(&) Climate

(i) Climatic Divisions and Seasons and Their Durations

The climate of the Firozpur District is, on the whole, dry and is
characterized by a very hot summer, a short rainy season and a bracing
winter. The year may be divided into four seasons. The cold season is
from November to March. This is followed by the summer season which
lasts up to about the end of June. The period from July to the middle
of September constitutes the south-westerly monsoon season. The latter

half of September and October may be termed the post-monsoon or the
transition period.

(ii) Temperature and Humidity

Temperature.—There is a mateorological observatory in the Dis-
trict at Firozpur. The records of this observatory may be taken to the
representative of the metcorolagical conditions in the District, in general.
From about the end of March, the temperature increases rapidly till
June which is generally the hottest month, with the mean daily maximum
temperature of 41.1°C and the mean daily minimum of 26.3 °C,
intensely hot during the summer, and the dust-laden winds, which
especially in the sandy parts of the District near Abo
On individual days, the maximum temperature m
With the onset of the monsoon by about the
July, there is an appreciable drop in the day t
owing to frequent breaks in the monsoon i
August, the weather is oppressive because
in the monsoon air. By about the second
the monsoon withdraws from the District,
peratures begin to fall. The drop in the nig

October, is much more than the fall in the
October, both the day

January, which is the col
perature in January is |
In the cold season, the Dj
passing westerly disturba
ally drops to about a de

Itis
blow
har, are very trying.
ay be above 47 °C.
end of June or early in
eémperature. However,
n July and sometimes in
of the increased moisture
week of September, when
both day and night tem-
ht temperature, even in

day temperature. After
and night temperatures decrease rapidly till

dest month. The mean daily maximum tem-
9.3°C and the mean daily minimum is 5.1 “C.
strict is affected by cold waves in the wake of the
nees and the minimum temperature occassion-
gree or two below the freezing-point of water.

The highest maximum temperature recorded at Firozpur was 47.2°C
on 31 May 1954, The lowes

t minimum was—2.9 °C on 29 January
1964,
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Humidity,—Except during the brief south-westerly monsoon, wheh
the relative humidity in the air varies from 65 to 79 per cent, the atmos-
bhere is generally dry. The driest part of the. year is the summer seasoh
when the relative humidity in the afternoons is about 30 per cent or less.
Generally, the morning is more humid than the afternoon.

Table I gives the normals of temperature and relative humidity dur-
ing the different months of the year in the Firozpur District.



1730*
55
43

(Indian Standard
0830*
89
80

Relative humidity
time)

Hours

Date

Lowest minimum ever recorded **
0-0 7 February 1974

4-2 1 March 1977

9-1 3 April 1965

—2-9 29 January 1964
13-1 4 May 1977
15-5 1 June 1958

°

1

TABEE

Normals of Temperature and Relative Humidity at Firozpur

Date
27-2 23 January 1952
33-3 28 February 1953
37-2 30 March 1955
45-4 23 April 1979

°C

Highest maximum ever recorded**

Mean

daily
51
7-6

ture
o

tempera-

(-]
19-3}
234

Mean

daily .d
maximum minimum
tempera-

ture

Month

January
February
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(iii) Rainfall

Records of rainfall in the District are available for 6 stations for
periods ranging form 25 to 96 ycars. The details of the rainfall at these
stations and for the District, as a whole, are given in Tables 2 and 3. The
average annual rainfall of the District is 340 -5 mm. The rainfall in the
District, in general, increases from the south-west towards the north-
east and varies from 268 -5 mm at Abohar to 457 -7 mm at Zira. About
70 per cent of the annual normal rainfall in the District is received during
the monsoon months of July to September, July and August being the
rainiest months. Some rainfall occurs during the pre-monsoon
months, mostly in the form of thunder-showers. In the cold season,
in association with the passing westerly disturbances, some rainfall occurs.
The variation in the annual rainfall from year to year is large. In thg
50-year period, 1901 to 1950, the highest annual rainfall, which was 249
per cerit of the normal, was recorded in 1908, The lowest annual rain-
fall, which was only 28 per cent of the normal, was in 1947. In’ this
50-year period, the annual rainfall in the District was less than 80 per
cent of the normal in 16 years. Two consecutive years of raninfall, less
than 80 per cent of the normal, occurred three times during this period.
Considering the annual rainfall at individual stations, such a low rainfall
in two consecutive years is quite common in the District, occurring at
all the stations. They have occurred once at Fazilka, two itmes at Zira,
three times, each at the Firozpur City and at Abohar and 4 times, each
at Jalalabad and Gobindgarh. Three consecutive years of such low rain-
fall were recorded once at Zira,. Four consecutive years of low rain-
fall, less than 80 per cent of the normal, have occurred once each at Zira,
the Firozpur City, Fazilka and Gobindgarh. Such a low rainfall was
recorded for 6 consecutive years during 1934 to 1939 at Fazilka. So
low rainfall as 20 per cent of the normal or less has been recorded at Jalal-
badin 1947, 1949, and 1921. It will be seen from Table 2 that the
annual rainfall in the District was between 200 and 500 mm in 39 years
out of 50.

On an average, there are 19 rainy days (i.e. days with rainfall of 2 ‘5
mm or more) in a year in the District. This number varies from 16 at

Jalalabad to 26 at Zira.

45
31
28
31

56
65

56
46
50
59

47

71
55
48
53
73
79
73
70
79
89
72

16-2 21, 29 August 1962
16-2 30 September 1962
8-3 29 October 1952

18-4 4,5 July 1979
2-1 30 November 1962
—1-7 22 December 1950

**Updated upto 1979

47-2 31 May 1954
46-7 17, 10 June 1979
45-1 8 July 1957
40-1 1 September 1979
39-4 4 October 1952
35-0 2 November 1951
_* HoursI.S. T.

40-5 8 August 1979
28-3 2 December 1953

12-6
17-4
224
26-3
266
261
234
16-9
97
6
16-7

282
34-8
395
41-1
36-6
353
346
329
27-5
219
313

The heaviest rainfall in 24 hours recorded at any station in the District
was 301 -7 mm at Zira on 17 September 1950.

(iv) Atmoshpehric Pressure and Winds

Cloudiness.—Skies are moderately to heavily clouded during the
monsoon season and for short spells of a day or two during the cold season

March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November _
December
Annual
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in association with the passing westerly disturbances. During the rest
of the year, the skies are mostly clear or lightly clouded.

Winds.—Winds are gencrally light in the District, and are westerly
to north-westerly throughout the year. But in the summer and monsoon

seasons, the winds from directions between the north-east and the south-
east also blow on many days.

Special Weather Phenomena.—In the cold season, westerly disturbances
affect the district, causing occasional dust or thunder-storms, sometimes
accompanied with hail and squall. Thunder-storms and more frequently
dust-storms occur during the hot season. Rain during the monsoon
season is also sometimes accompanied with thunder. Occasional fogs

occur in the cold season, particularly in the wake of the passing westerly
disturbances.

Tables 4 and 5 give the mean wind speed and the special weather
phenomena respectively for Firozpur.

FIROZPUR
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TABLE 2
Normal and Extremes of Rainfall in the Firozpur District

—

Heaviest rai;fall in

Station Number of  Janu- Feby- March April May Junc July. August Sep-

L2}
ighest  Lowest 24 hours
years of data ary ruary tem- October November December Annual al:;ﬁl;l anm;a]l B
infall rainfal
- 22"3/, of as% of Amount Date
the the (mm)

normal normal*

457-7 238(1917) 26(1921) 301-7 17 Septem-

RSN g g B0 e 1y e
. 2. -5 . () 2. . . 2.
o . 3 61 52 2.8 s 25 9. 426-7 204(1908) 26(1947) 2758 %gMJune
City b P SR 11789 3401148 134 5141 03 02 08 218
Fazilk O 2049 s 1.8 10 61  295-7 287(1908) 13(1947) 1829 3]19[\02;lguSt
e %0 13 122 12297 61 262 853 739 449 04 ot 07 186
. . N 0. . . . . .
s 9 08 18 41 3.9 29 43 05 61 3042 267(1908) 5(1947)  160°0 3 September
alalaba 50 a 7 132 125 11-7 53 233 810 810 503 0-2 0t 06 16-4
. 2 : 10 08 06 14 3-8 36 1-8 - 131 51 268 -5 230(1917) 22(1947) 1758 ZS;Pteln;-ss
o 40 b 1%:3_ 1(1)3 66 69 53 267 803 759 338 03 01 05 169
. 07 07 17 40 42 1-7 3.8 0-8 5.8 290 -4 347(1908) 29(1946) 1524 231'8‘3;8‘]“
cvindgarh - 50 b o 94 97 66 61 285 803 §9.9 368 03 01 06 18-4
. . 9 07 0-6 . . . .
Firozpur 1 o ad 20 5.0 1.4 75 340-5 259(1908) 28(1947)
roz, a 71 151 135 1011 6.6 278 93. : : : ’ 07 19-4
District) b 4 14 11 19 07 7. 92; 93 471 43 (6) °’ >

(a) The Normal rainfall in mm
(b) Average number of rainy days

25 mm 0 -8 more)

*Years given in brackets

**Based on all available data up to 1970

i
i
i

(days with rain of
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CHAPTER 11
HISTORY

Early Period
Hardly any district in the Py
to it as Firozpur. [t is almost e

contains no places mentioned
villages or towns date from ap

njab has so little early history attached
ntirely destitute of ancient buildings anqg
in early records, None of the present
carlier period than the reign of Akbar,

Over run by the River Satluj, by which al)

ve existed have, of course, been effaced,
Along the top of the upper bank of the Satluj, large mounds of carth

and the debri i Y called thehs, are often found and they

r villages and show that the bank of the River
was inhabited ip ancient times. A few remains ar.

below the greater bank, the only o
in the Firozpur Tahsil

e found in the tracts
nes being at Channar and Kabar Bachha

are those of Janer in the Zira Tahsil,
been found from these thehs.

ounc A list of the coins fo
thehs is given in the Appen

A und from some of these
dix on page 58,

eral triba] groupings
The Sikhs of the Firozepur District are still know

bably because these region
times. About the beginnin
the south ang settled
(Rajastian)3,

such as the Madrag2,
D as Malwa Sikhs, pro-
the Malavas in ancient
» the Malavag moved to
South-eastern Rajputana

g of the Christian Era
in the Central angd

rakas angd Malavas, Of
. . S, but they Separated early
from their parent body, assuming o distinct name, The existence of the
Malwa Sikhs in Firozpyr, Ludhiana, Patiala, Jind ang Malerkotla shows
that they became prominent i these regions g0, But the pressure of

*"”“'*“—m‘—x‘\\.-.____“._\“m“ e
Undian Antiquary, Vol XL, pp. 1-37
R. Bhandarkar, ‘Forei

D. &n Blements ip 1 -
’Budg‘l:g Prakash, Pojitical ang Social Moy el,j';‘:’?;’hl:o gulatxon
p.

neient Papjab (Dclhi, 19¢4)
Mbid., p. 111
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d, at the
hed them southwards, and,

i ialist movement seems to have pus b2t the
@pe?fll;’sérlzs they occupied a pact of the Doab, formecé :y ;l;eand o
t‘:(\iethe Ravi ’and extended up to the confluence of the Chen

a b

Indus?.

nt of
bitter struggle and the accou .
and the Malavas had a ' o
r f;leximelge;n the Greek history. Acco.rdmg to Greek ::,ci::; > the
" i ge\;e brave, warlike and freedom-]ow.ng but they “feredefence beforé
:1::2:1: contained,that they could not organize any effective

) 8
the Mecedonians had pounced on thems,

joi that
Malavas joined the upsurge
treat of Alexander, the ; e that
?gg'r(‘;l:;;(erule from the Punjab and led to the establishmen
swep
o i ks of
Mauryfjn tirglgismemberment of the Mauryan Empire, tthe S;eeAbom
Bactlrslta ?xivaded and occupied the Punjab ifn t:e s;::;::, cenH\;;); e. it. ooy
ler of the .
nder became the ru . oy
ol B.C’t,hl\fet‘ljlz Greeks conquered the Malavas, and thel-r su:c;s;rom the
fSO_I;ZWS I . pressed them. Under their pressure, they migrate
ikhs, also .
southern Punjab to Rajasthan’.

Origin of the Kang Tribe

i ied Sogdiana and are remem-
The member§ OIf ;?:nl?:rgk:nﬁle t(t)lzcj‘\l;;habhaiata, they are ment.ior.led
pored - e I:i Thukharas. In the fourth century of the.Chnstlan
pone with Szkaseg lc:'xninent Buddhist scholars, who took an important
e ’they e U}C tion of Buddhist works into Chinese. The most famcc)lus
part in the trans aKan Seng-hui (Kanka Sanghabhadra), who founded a
g e ot schocgﬂ in southern China. In the fifth century .of t‘he
Stmp 8 Buddhls; took part in an invasion of India, led by the Kidarite
otian Era, | erysent the descendants of these Kankas are the Kangs,
K“Sh;n: S.toé‘tirizepur z’md Ambala and found all along the bank of the
;grt?:j an% even on the lower Indus®.

(b) Medieval Period

i Muham.
i ibes.—About the time of the first M
tion of Rajput Tribes . ' o
madilzlgi)g;:uests of India (A.p. 1000), a_colony o.f l:hamn de;ipgtgss x
Whoses stock the great tribes of Manj Rajputs, Nanpad S, ‘;,ued i Bl
the banches, came up from Jaisalmer under a leader,

; - o pari . 45
Buddes’ Brakash ,Glimpses of Ancient Panjab (Pariala, 1966), p. 45
‘14id., p. 46 ) 1hi, 1964),
:lllll’:(‘i{d’hg 'P‘:Zkash. Politica) and Social Movements in dncient Panjab (Pelbi, ’




28 FIROZPUR
and settled to the south of the

present Town of Mukis:
came the local Punwar Chief o

y They over-
and firmly est

ablished themselves.

Fifth in desent from Rai Hel
The Dogars and Naipals are desce

and Dipalpur. Thc grandson of Chinn was Raja Manj dl\}l((r::ttldn
the sop of Manj, built Faridkot, then called Mokalhay v M Ny \l
sons divided themselves into two . oralsis

families, called after ¢
Both became Muh
The Punwarg sile

advanced northwards to the Beas River
ntury, they built several town '
n Zira and Dharmkot, on wh
was built by Naw

he names of two of
ammadans about the

them, the Jairsis and Vairsis.
same time, i.e. about A.p. 1288.
the history, and the Manj families
In the beginning of the sixteenth ce
which are still in existence betwee
the River bank. Kot Isa Khan
branch about A.p. 1700,

s or villages
at was then
ab Isa Khan of this

Meanwhile, the Vairsis fixed thei i
; i T capital after two o th
b M . . . r ey v z [
at Raxkot', .now in the Ludhiana District, and ruled the east of t}:L Lh‘m\L‘cs
T.he'famlhes acted as the local Governors under the M ¢ l)fzrgana:
Sirhind. ughal Suba of

Fort of Firozpur.—The fort of
in the time of Firoz Shah Tughlaq
1388. Nothing more than a mou
tomb, marks its site. The followin

Firozpur is stated to
» Sultan of Delhi, fr
nd, surmounted b

have been built
om A.n. 1351 ¢,

having been not only long located, but o
populous. It is true that the fort of F
Ain-i-Akbari, whereas that of Mam
however, cannot (as is pointed cut

f having been at one time rich and
€rozepore is not

dot is mentioned,

€very appearance ot

——
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a4 complete statistical return ; whilc the position, extent, and importance
of the pargana as abovc described, give strong grounds for belief that in
such times, and commanding then, as now, one of the chief passages over
the Sutlej, and being on the highroad between Lahore and Delhi, Firoz-
pure possessed at least a fortress of some kind, and the name and character
of Feroze Shah® afford fair grounds for supposing him to have been the
founder. But the fact does not rest on any local tradition. The Manj
Rajputs say the town was named after their Chief Feroze Khan, who lived
in the middle of the sixteenth century. The principal traders were Bhabras.
The place was desolated by a pestilence in 1543, ond the traders with-
drew to Kot Isa Khan. The fact that Ferozepore was not attached to the
Suba of Sirhind, but to that of Multan, goes to support the inference that
it was at the time of Akbar on the right bank of the Sutluj. From its posi-
tion, Ferozepore may have been a mart for the produce of the hills and the
rich country between them and Amritsar, but in the track of many of the
hordes that ravaged the North-west provinces, the town and territory
seem to have suffered even more than the rest of the country bordering
on the Sulej.”

The Dogars.—During the decay of the Delhi Empire, the country,
which had apparently become almost depopulated, was occupied by the
Dogars, a clan of Rajput origin, who, being Muslims, migrated to Pakistan
on the partition of the country in 1947. The Dogars were a wild and
lawless race, owning no permanent habitations, and delighting rather in
large herds of cattle than in the more laborious occupations of the soil.
Originally, they were alternatively graziers and cattle lifters, but at all
times bad cultivators, and holding but loosely the bonds of allegiance.
They paid tribute to the rulers set over them according to the means and,
when hard pressed, they had little to lose by deserting their dwellings.
On such occasions, the Dogars would place their few chattles, their women
and children on buffaloes, and fleeing to the tamarisk forests of what formed
later on the Bahawalpur territory (now in Pakistan), or into the almost
equally inaccessible desert of Abohar, they would defy their pursuers, or
take their time for coming to terms. These people, who are Muhammadans
and call themselves the converted descendants of the Chauhans of Delhi,
migrated to the neighbourhood of Pakpattan, and from there, two cen-
turies ago, spread over a hundred and fifty kilometres along both the
banks of the River Satluj, a few kilometres above Firozpur to the borders
of the former Bahawalpur State. At one time, they were undoubted
masters of Mamdot and Khai, as well as of Firozpur ; their seats were
principally in the khadir or the Satluj, and their occupations were pastoral
and predatory. The clan is subdivided into many branches, but almost

*The foundation of several towns, and among them of Hissar in the country
between the Yamuna and Satluj, is attributed to Firoz Shah
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all the Firozpur Dogars trace their origin to Bahlol, a Muhammadan
Dogar, who must have lived about two and half a centurics ago.

It was gradually that the Dogars moved from about the neighbourhood
of Pakpattan and not until about 1740, that they reached Firozpur,
which appears at that time to have formed part of a district called the Lakhi
Jungle and to have been administered by a faujdar, having civil and military

authority, residing at Kasur, and acting under the Governor of Lahore,

A few villages occupied by Bhattis were at that time scattered over the

Firozpur plain, but on the coming of the Dogars, the former moved south-
wards and the Dogars soon established themselves in their room. The
right of occupancy of the new possessors was allowed by the Lahore ruler,
who, however, on their failing to give security for the payment of govern-
ment dues, took their children as hostages. Their rebellious spirit, however
soon broke out, and they slew the faujdar, Ahmed Khan Lalu ; but in thc;

weak state of viceregal government, they escaped punishment and for a
time remained independent of ajj authority,

Sukha Mallu, the head of tribe, as wild
himself a cattle-lifter by profession, was then a
was the terror of his name that many of the
enticed them back, and for six years manage
time the Dogars assembled in rebellion near
and the fajudar, incautiously going among them, unarmed and unattended
was speared by one Phaima, who had long vowed to kill him. The folz
lowers of Sukha, who were at hdnd, hearing of the fate of their leader, fled
and the Dogars followed them, plundered the Jaujdar’s dwelling and n;ur-
dered his son, Kutb. Jul Khan was now appointed faujdar, Being pressed
by the Lahore Government for arrears of revenue, he took refuge among
the Dogars and was protected by them, Although the Jaujd

the . \ ar developed
Intimacy with this troublesome portion of hjs dependants, he hadpno

as that of the Dogars, and
ppointed faujdar ; and such
Dogars absconded, but he
d the country, after which
the Takia of Pjr Balawal ;

Sheikh Shamir, of Ulaki (then cal}
and strirred up his brethren, the Dogar
sfter some opposition, seized 22 of their
levying a heavy fine on them, he release

mad and Akbar. Pir Khan, the head
. Jaujdar had been received during hj
times to Jul Khan and begged of hi
refusal to do so, Pir Khan concerted

ed Chanhi), was a violent man,
S, against Jul Khan, The latter
leaders, but in a short time, after

$ temporary disgrace, went several
m to release the prisoners. On his

with Sheikh Shamir to seize or slay
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the faujdar. He again went to Kasur, and enticed their victim to an inter-
view with the rebels on the bank of the Satluj, promising to use influence to
effect improved arrangements, and to bring to submission the contuma-
cious Dogars. In the midst of the interview, Sheikh Shamir slew the
Jaujdar, and in the scuffie that ensued, he himself was killed by a chance
blow from his own brother, Misri. Yusaf Khan, the Naib of Jul Khan,
avenged the murder of his master, put the hostages to death by sawing their
bodjes and hacking them to pieces. The manuscripts do not show who
succeeded Jul Khan as faujdar, and considering the then disturbed state of
the Empire, it is probable the Dogars were left for a time to themselves,

for they seem on a failure of having a common enemy, to be up in arms

against one another. One party called in a band of Pathans and the other
of a band of Mughals to aid them. These auxiliaries formed posts in
different villages, received a share of the Hakimi dues, and were neglec-
ted or respected according to their strength and character. One of the

allies, so called, was Mahmud Khan, son of the late faujdar Jul Khan.

(¢) Ascendancy of the Sikhs

The ascendancy of the Sikhs dates from 1758, when they defeated
Adina Beg, the Mughal Governor of Lahore. Three years later in 1763,
the Sikhs, under Hari Singh Bhangi, sacked Kasur and enriched themselves
with enormous booty. Many of the refugees from Kasur came over to
Firozpur and established the present town. At that time, Tara Singh
Gheba, of the Dallewalia Confederacy, a freebooter, who had become
one of the Sikh chiefs, began to make incursions into the north of this
District from the opposite side of the Satluj. He got the possession of
Fatehgarh, and his further progress would be related in the account of that
ilaqa. Tara Singh’s canquest extended as far as Ramunwala and Mari
(in the Moga Tabhsil of the Faridkot District), at both of which places he
built forts. Meanwhile, Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia took possession of
the Naipal country, and extended his authority to within a few kilometres
of Firozpur. The Nawab of Kot Isa Khan placed himself under the pro-
tection of the Ahluwalias.

When Hari Singh, the Chief of the Bhangi Misl, seized and plundered
Kasur and its neighbourhood in 1763, among the Sardars in his train was
Gurja (Gujar) Singh, (whose son Sahib Singh afterwards married the
sister of Maha Singh, the father of Ranjit Singh), who, taking his brother
Nushaha Singh and his two nephews, Gurbakhsh Singh and Mastan Singh,
crossed the Satluj opposite Kasur, and took possession of Firozpur, the
fort of which was in ruins ; while Jai Singh Gharia, with another hand



32 FIROZPUK

from the same quarters, scized K hai, Wan, and Bazidpur in the neighbou-
hood of Firozpur, and made them over to their subordinate, as
(Gujar) Singh gave Firozpur to his nephew, Gurbakhsh Singh,
Nushaha Singh. The Firozpur territory then contained 37 villa
proceeds of which Sardar Gurbakhsh Singh enjoyed in concret with
Dogar and Muhammad Khan, son of Gul Khan.
soon leagued and expelled Gurbakhsh Singh’s garrison from the newly
repaired fort of Firozpur. The latter then established himself in Sultan
Khanwala, where there was a mud fort, and from there still managed to

nt share of the Firozpur villages,
, dividing between them a third, and

nder. In 177], Muhmmad Khan
started from Amritsar with some horses for sale.  On his first encamping-

ground, Gurbakhsh Singh attacked and took him prisoner, and then reco-
vered the Fort of Firozpur, Between 1763 and 1771, Gurbakhsh Singh
acquired a considerable territory on the right bank of the Satluj ; but in
1771, the same year that he recovered Firozpur, a change in the course of
the Satluj left the Sukkar Nala dry, and carried away or rendered waste all
the Firozpur villages, but seven. Op regaining Firozpur, Gurbakhsh
Singh rebuilt the fort ; and leaving his uncle, Raja Singh, as Governor,

recrossed the Satluj and employed himself in increasing and securing his

-Satluj Punjab and in co-operating with his kinsman
and patron, Gurja (Gujar) Singh, in a dispute with whom however, for a
partition of theijr acquisiti |

ons, Mastan Singh, the brother of Gurbakhsh
Singh, was soon after killed.

Gurbakhsh Sin
his father was origi

Gurja
son of
ges, the
Burhan
However, the two latter

gh, who was a native of Asil, near Khem Karan, where
nally a Zamindar, had four sons and three daughters.
The sons soon became troublesome to their father ; Jai Singh, the youngest
€ven commenced operations on his own account and, when forbidden to
do so, arrayed himself against his father. Most probably induced by such
conduct, Gurbakhsh Singh resolved to divide his estates during his life.
time. The authorities differ as to the dates, but it was about 1792 that the
old Sardar divided his possessions among his sons, reserving Singahpura
for himself. To his eldest son, Duna Singh, he gave Sattaragarh, Bhedian
and Muhalim, north of the Satlyj ;
Fort and the territory of Firozpur ; to the third, Gurmukh Singh, Sahjara,
north of the Satluj: and to Jai Singh, Naggar. Sardar Dhanna Singh
resided in the Fort of Firozpur and Gurbakhsh Singh and hjs other sons
on their respective allotments beyond the Satluj. But all seem to have
kept up friendly communication with one another ; and Dhanna Singh

» along with his father,

to have afterwards found a refuge there when dispossessed of their

Tespective territories by Nihal Singh Atariwala.

to the second, Dhanna Singh, the "
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. < oTasD-
Sardat Dhanna Singh appears to have bee'n unable to matcl\:]llz(l)s :ﬁ:nol;t
Sa? :; ‘ of to restrain his unruly subjects, the Pogafsa Din Khah,

iil;i::(fate?; ‘:;1 his accession invited thtzi fprfacsizn(if i\i;z(z)x;rsl-uto ulehi

‘ in .

D Patha‘_‘ Chielj 9f Ii‘;:‘;l’c":gor:‘s‘;::’ ihcrrgl,yentered into a comPr:m:rS:t;i

Dhanfla Singh, hel]l:fthan half of the Dogar villages that hqd b;‘enz‘lleavased

e y]elded‘ o ¥ n of the Satluj. The arrangement b? no means p assis:

oy the last lrruptl‘? ediately called in the Rai of Raikot to theg e

e Dogars, Wh'? 1;“ ;rc]:e lay for some weeks, if not for months, under six-

tance. The Rai s od in 1839, Sir H. Lawrence picked out one .1ron o

walls of the Fort anral wooden plugs that appear to have been dr;vensl o

pound shot and Sevih a view to effecting a breach. BPt .for tho;eB fga, the

the southern v wd was relieved in time by Sardar Rai Singh, o 111) t},lans

Fort W?S o Z“ dar Dhanna Singh. He also expellfad t%le K’asur .a .

father-m.-law Of. o of the seven villages but on Rai Singh’s retlrﬁn;a'a

from thelr p.ortlon ned and regained his footing. In' 1807,_ Maha -Jte

Nizam-u'd-Dm re.tur cquired Kasur, made it over in jagir to hl.S favouri y

Ranjit Singh, havmgda + Nihal Singh Atariwala, who soon  dispossesse

and co-adjuter, Sar (’;1 his three sons of their tranS-Satlu'J possessions in

GurbékhSh Smghdar; Kasur. The Dogars, who were looking fc.)r a c:angz,

the neighbourhoo h?s approach to Firozpur. He gladly acquiesced, and’

invited l\tllxlha:{:/l;g dislodged Dhanna Singh’s garrison from the Village an
crossing the ’

Kot of Dulchi.

i ch of the Dogar Clan, the Ullakis,

A s'am:I::il:g?:;}il:cri ?;?I;id against their Chief to Mo.rax;, ;1
setfed at Barel at the Court of Lahore, she asked the Mabharaja (1-
celebrated C?urtesan nd without a shadow of right in the matter, he gran
2 granto! FerZP‘gv aked by the power of Ranjit Singh., Moran sent tr‘oo;;]s
e 1 'ac and seized the Village of Bareki. .Dhann'a Smg(i
to enforce her ¢ alm’as offered assistance by his enemy Nihal Singh, an,
being (s pl'f’fssed» . ted it. Uniting their troops, they e?(pellefl Moral(l1 ]
B e accl:'p but had no sooner done so than Nihal Singh ma Z
garrison fror. tlla:r;‘o‘r’t of Firozpur, the garrison of which, however, resiste
anattempt on

him.

i i in crossed the Satluj in the train of
In 1808, Sarcar f::?:hi:::glgizgathe remonstrances of Mr Metcali:é
Rasjit Singh WhO-, n‘stcd on endeavouring to extend his dominions to' ©
the British Agen.t, mcsilb stratagem, he effected the lodgment of a gz;]msos X
cast of the Satii) al.l a Ztronghold for the time, nearly 10 km sout -zle '
i the Fort o Kh?:’n belonging to Nazam-ud-Din Kl.lan. Thus t(;1ccw ep;}t'
g Dol alt):etnzrth Bareki on the west, and Khai on the south-west,
ing Dulchi on s
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he hemmed in the Firozpurias and shared the produce of their land equally
with Sardar Dhanna Singh, who, from the weakness of his character, was
quite unable to cope with such a stirring leader. Dhanna Singh was,
therefore, delighted to hear at this time that the British Government had
taken on itself the protection of all the country south of the Satluj, on
which point he was no sooner informed than he addressed Sir D. Ochter-
lony, the Agent for Sikh Affairs, and, in a letter, dated 28 March 1809,
begged to be admitted under the Company’s protecti
as was his relative Bhagwan Singh of Buria and J
answer was returned, and, by order of the G
clamation of Seven Articles was sent to
Government guaranteed the status of 18
to Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s irruption.
deputed an agent to wait on Sir D. Ochterlony, one of the objects
of the mission being to obtain sanction for seizing Dhanna Singh’s
land south of the Satluj. Sir D, Ochterlony, however, disclaimed
the right, stating that Firozpur had neither been originally given to
Ranjit Singh nor had been conquered by him, and that whatever
portion of his territory Dhanna Singh still retained
Mr. Metcalfe’s treaty, to that he was fully ent
guarantce. The Government concurred with Sir

from that time until the Jate Sardar’s death, no ¢
was made by the Lahore Ruler.

on in the same manner
agadhri. A favourable
overnment, a copy of the pro-
him, showing that the British
08 as it obtained previously
In 1811, the Lahore Government

itled by the British
D. Ochterlony, and
laim on the territory

In 1819, Sardar Dhanna Singh died, leaving his widow Lachhman
Kaur, the daughter of Raj Singh, of Buria and Jagadhri, heiress of his
possessions. In 1820, the Sardarni having placed her father-in-law,
the old Sardar Gurbakhsh Singh, in charge of the territory, proceeded on
a pilgrimage to the shrines of Haridwar, Gaya and Jagannath, but during
her absence, her husband’s nephew, Bhagel Singh, son of Duna Singh,
gained admittance to the fort under pretence of visiting his grandfather,
Gurbakhsh Singh, and, being supported in the usurpation by Sardar

" Nihal Singh, they too administered and shared the profits of the territory
in  concert. Bhagel Singh was in the service of Maharaja Ranjit Singh

and, “in all probability, had made the raid with his consent, if not assis-
tance’19,

man Kaur returned from her pilgrimage,

uthorities against the usurpation by Bhagel

s Deputy Superintendent of Sikh Affairs, re-

Lahore Agent and the Maharaja immediately
T

—

‘ pretext Maharaja Ranjit

1Lepel Griffin, The Law of Inherotance 10 C
to the Annexation of the Punjap (u,hoﬁ.e/f g:%;?;gzsg';d bo-the Sikhs P’BV_W‘-'
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Bhagel Singh, and allowed that Firozpur belonged

tecalled his vassal, ber husband given

¢
rightfully to the Sardarni as the separate‘d ;hare o
to him during the life of Gurbakhsh Singh.

i jed at a very advanced age 11.1

i B ?ld Sardard(l;;;bif};:gls’nlgig; i(1'11 the Punjab in 1};2@ Sirdarrz;
FerZp“r o g d 'n‘ fI%ecember 1835, still in possession b.f I.~1.rozp'tyS
) dle"t 1Singh and the British Government,’kngvylﬁg tlhc
e bOtt'l'Raml osition, had tried to effect an exchange wgildreh‘
ve}lue as a mllltal‘yriptory elsewhere. As Lachhman Kaur lettt nocl: 1838,
o e tﬁtr the British Government. However, 1n Jul ySin h,
y eState' lapsedd fl)handa Singh, the two brothers of Bhagle S gth;
B Smg'h an' to inherit the state to Sir George Russ.el C' er e
preferred thelr <Him h0 uestion was referred for determu:natlon 1?
P Aéenceyr.anen: qbut was decided against the claimants.
Supreme Gov ,

(d) British Rule

I. Formation of the District
e.—The importance of the position

i bis Government by Captains Ross
of Firozepur hid been’npoill:teeﬁf:l:f tSoardarni LacLhman Kaur, her oftefni
ane Murray'; an dur;]ag;l e her turbulent territory for a more peac'e ud
pressel WISh' b ex:hoofi of her kinsman cf Buria h.ad teen e?cplamea
one In th'e'nelgh':)hoourities as offering a good opportunity for taking ugm
o Br]'mh au’tion opposite to, and within €4 km of Lahore. o
commanfimg pOSII rge the British boundary, or to alarm the.,I_a f(}
an aversion en; gGovernment from accepting the Sardarni’s ofler,
Darbar, deterred ' ¢ time notified to the local officers that on. no
though it was &t 0° Samgingh was to be permitted to obtain possession

First Introduction of British Rul

of Firozpur. -
36, Lieutenant Mackeson was d?puted by Capt:m da;ni’s
) ahore td ascertain the lix.mts of the late. arLieute-

i adjust new British relations with tl}e Maharaja.. e
termitory a0 oo Jn ascertained that the only undisputed portion o '
nant MaCkesonlfooCity and its suburbs, with the town-]al}d, stretchlzg
proper Wa.S t etre and a half in any direction. The culn‘\atcrs of 1. e
vscarc?ly : kllomihe walls of the Fort, and did not even enjoy the fruits
li‘fﬂ‘;lf"eda‘;‘:ﬁ;nd without the cover of mud or brick towers, one or more
of their sc

Early in 18
to Firozpur and L

ujpid., para 60

i ettt
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of which protected every well, serving as watch-towers against inva:
ders and as places of refuge against small predatory bands. Giving
up the right of co-partnership in the remote villages, and retaining the
entire possession of those within a well-defined limit, Lieutenant Macke-
son, in communication with the Lahore authorities, settled the boundary
of the territory, leaving to it an undisputed area of 222.74 sq km,
divided among 40 villages. So admirably was this delicate task executed
that no complaint against that officer or any of his measures was heard
of.  The local duties were then placed under a confidential agent ' of
Captain Wade, named Sher Ali Khan, who endeavoured to reclaim the
people from their lawless habits, and made two or three new locations,
Sher Ali Khan died in 1837, and was succeeded by Pir Ibrahim Khan,
a man of good family and of considerable reputation in the country, as
having been long the Prime Minister of the Khan of Mamdot. Under
Pir Ibrahim, some few other locations we

repaired. A commencement was also ma
of the ancient town and laying out

new and broader streets.  Pir
Ibrahim Khan was relieved by W.M

. Edgeworth in December 1838,
nce of the Place, it was resolved
Assistant Political Agent. Edge-
he many dutjes entailed on h
us, until in January 1839, K

worth’s whole time was occupied by t
the presence of the Army of the Ind
relieved by Sir H. Lawrence.

im by
€ was

of the newly acquired territory w
out in December 1845. Of that
The Sikhs crossed the Satluj oppo
1845. The battles of Mudkij (18

war, this District was the battlefield.
site Firozpur on 12 and 13 December
December 1845),  Ferozeshah (21
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Khai

i . It was,

Khai (Tahsil Firozpur) formed part of the Dogarf t;“rlrrl(:(z)lr)ir bt e
no doubt originally included in the :](:Oﬁlzrgsgsase:sion oo it The
e"t_ir_ely i‘v:;?iﬁ: i:llzli:: ;(hneown].)o%atu;vas the designation tha tﬁiﬁeﬁi
origin o ) .
desirl:ed site near which one of the Dog_af chiefs lzcle.ltz(; ;t)ridfs o
Village of Khai. From this theh, a sufficient mi:mo ;1 e b
subsequently dug up to metal ten miles of road Ens may be formed.
i ial, some idea of the extent of these rerr.la . e
ing matﬁﬂ“'1 ) Gujar) Singh acquired Firozpur, Jai Sl.ngh, another
W!1en Ourja ( u-]:?1<)n of Khai, but was compelled to give way to leaf’;'
Chlef"tOOk S Chief of Kasur, whose rise to power will be describ-
Ud-'Dm’ - Pathart]" Mamdot. In 1804, Ranjit Singh dispossess.ed Na.zar;ll-
edin ‘the account othe ilaga in jagir to his favourite, Sardar Nihal Sl.ngh,
Ud-D'm e Igta vfvas afterwards transferred to Sardar Dharm 18;25
Ataz:c?il;;)n of his furnishing a contingent of fifty horsemen. In ,
iotnwcas incorporated into the Lahore Demesne.

Mallanwala

i r
The ilaga of Mallanwala (Tahsil Zira) was alio pta;t gi, t:e ggizr
territory. The village of Mallanwala Khas was ocab py o Doser
i , d Malla. On the irruption of the Slkhs',a ou , p
CI'“ef’ r‘anl]c lia took possession of it, together with the surroul‘l ing
angh Ah}‘:_“’;‘ since that time had been known as a. separate zla_qa.
The A lT' family retained possession of this ilaga with the excePtlon
o Ah]uv?: o sawhi)clh were taken from them by Ranjit Singh, .untll the
o f'cw o afie n (1845-46), when in consequence of th.e. hostile part
?:It(l:ljx lf; I:]himé: their estates were confiscated by the British.

Baghuwala

The ilaga of Baghuwala (Tahsil Firozpur), Witl:l .the ex.ceptlc()lndofi ;1
few villages in the bed of the Satluj River, was ?rlglnally lnc.lu e .
I:lelanwagla but was occupied by Desa Singh Majithia, who f 1ri S?sted
upa:)n the vi,llage of Baghuwala, where he built a smalll ﬁrotrl;. djisining

jit Si k possession of several of the a

by Ranjit Singh, he afterwards too . 8
v?lllagiiesJ subject to the Ahluwalia Chief, and thus forn?edh’th;avh}:)re;:pt
ilaga. Desa Singh was succeeded by his son, Lehna Sm,ig ) Campaien
possession of the ilaga till it was confiscated after the Satlyj
of 1845-46,
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Makhu

The ilaga of Makhy (Tahsil Zira) was occupied about 150 years
ago by the Naipals, a Mussalman tribe, resemblin
came originally from Sirsa (Haryana).
inhabitants, and it was probably an ecntire waste. The Naipals were
originally subjects of the Empire ; then became virtually independent
till Jassa Singh, the Ahluwalia Chief, took possession, and by establish-
ing a thana at Makhu, created the ilaga known by that name. His suc-

cessors held it in jagir till the Satluj Campaign of 1945-46, when it was
confiscated.

g the Dogars, who
There is no trace of any former

Zira

The neighbourhood of Zira (the head
same name), in which there are many deser

years a waste, when in 1808 Sayad Ahmad Shah came from Gugera and
founded Zira Khas. He was driven out by the Sikh Chief Mohar Singh,
Nishanwalia, during whose rule nearly all the villages of this ilaga were
located. Mohar Singh was, in turn driven out by Diwan Mohkam
Chand, Ranjit Singh’s General, and the ilaga was added to the Lahore
Demense. It was afierwards divided into two portions, of which the

» which preserved the name, Zira

quarters of the tahsil of the
ted sites, had been for many

Kot Isa Khan

The territory included in the ilagas of Kot Isa Khan, Dharmkot and
Fatehgarh (Tabhsil Zira) is said

to have formerly belonged to the Rajputs
of Punwar Tribe, Their ruler

‘ resided at Janer, which is said to have
been founded by one Raja Jan. The present village of Janer stands

name of almost no other villag
putana it signifies a hill or mou
in Ajmer, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
planted by the Manj Rajputs,

€ in the District. In the language of Raj-
nd, and occurs frequntly,

as, for instance,
and Amber,

The Punwars were  sup-
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i ily , who pro-
di Khan , of that fami
hmad Khan, son of Sha who pro
dgle:oAth?Zourt of Akbar, gained there great .favm;lli t;lyha; 5 d:feated
:::ength stringing a bow sent by the kinghof Eersxa,oiv clgnferred cleated
: t. The Emper !
11 others at the Cour ! him
ﬂ;\e tc'ffortsf I(:Ifa:vab and, in due course, he succeeded to the. pc;si;sesrl o
:he tlt v of Shad;wal which had been conferred upon his father,
€ tappa ,

ve been the same as the ilaga of Kot Isa Khan,

limits of which seem to ha er whom the

ft
i ts, Nawab Isa Khan, a
o it jetslj:nicz;erial authority, which sent a force to

. ’ Khan,

H . . . ] . .

ilaga was named, resiste

Dharmkot

. kot (Tahsil
d its name to Dharm
itdi fort at Kutbpur, change . i Mohkam
;f.ter) bu;;?;nsgos Jhanda Singh,was compelled to yield to Diwan
ira). ,

Chand, and the ilaga was added to the royal demesne.

Fatehgarh

g S]n,
.

Demesne.

Sultan Khanwala

- th
The Sultan Khanwala ilaga (Tahsil Firozpur was 12101 called fl:;:e oc;
¥ n, a
i in i i founded by Sultan Khan,
incipal village in it, which was _ e of
prll:f]pa ;,; gIt was a dismal waste when Pahar Smgh,. the ruD o o
ra':lilv:atc;ok possession of it. It was transferred to the Firozpur
aridkot, ‘ "
from Faridkot in 1847 in exchange for a portion of Kot Kapu

Guru Har Sahai

This place was a waste tract between the territories oci::plfis:sii:)}:
Barars and Dogars, who were constantly quarrellm%i ove.rt chedp His tent
About two centuries ago, one Jiwan Mal Fame an fpl the celebrated
upon this waste. He was a Sodhi, seventh in d excent r(tmliflohammadpur,
Guru Ram Das. He had been driven from t%ls hon?e a tv the Kardar
near Chunian, in the Lahore District (now in Paklstan:),t 1})’6 had made
who represented Ahmad Shah’s Government. No doul- jon. The Dogé_r
himself obnoxious by showing fanaticism towards the religion.
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Chief, Sultan, gave him protection and thcouragement to remain in the
place, belicving that his presence would in a measurc stop the incursions
of the Barars, and putan end to the disputes between the tribes. The Barars
also favoured him, knowing him to be a priest of their own religion. He
was, therefore, permitted to establish a number of villages in the plain,
and he fixed his boundaries by marking down the tracks of his horse’s
hooves as he made a long circuit one morning along the boundary of the
land he fancied. He named the ilaga Guru Har Sahai after his eldest
son, who eventually took his father’s place as the head of the family.
Jiwan Mal appears to have made friends later on with Ahmad Shah,
because he was allowed to hold his land free of revenue, and the

grant was renewed by Ranijit Singh when the Muhammadans authority
disappeared from this part of the Punjab.i

The religious influence of the family was very great throughout the
region of Mahraja Ranjit Singh, and many of the Sodhis of Guru Har
Sahai were employed at the court of Lahore, and the
army on :xpeditions along the fronticr, when it was n
the enthusiasm of the men at a high pitch. In making
seized the opportunity of bringing the followers unde
banner from among the scattered Hindu family of
and up to the historic Partition of the country in 19
revered by a large numbers of the Sikhs, not only
neighbourhood but also in Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Koh
On the death of Guru Gulab Singh in 1869, o
was continued to his successior, Fateh Singh, on
unfortunate that he became involved in quarrels with his own son, and in
his time much of the old influence of 1he family melted away. He was,
moreover, on bad terms with Bishap Singh, his eldest son, and to despise
him, made a gift of his property and Guruship 10 his younger scn, Kabul
Singh. A law-suit followed, and that Guru Bishan Singh was successful,
but the expenses of litigation seriously crippled the property. On  the
death of Fateh Singh, in 1879, the jugi

was re-granted to Guru Bishan Sing
reme  Government.13

y accompanied the
ecessary to keep up
these journcys, they
r theirown religious
the western Punjab,
47, continued to be
in their immediate

a life-tenure. It was

12Griffin, L.H i .

oo 234 5% Chiefs anq Famifjes of Note in the Punjap (Lahore
131bid,
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which were placed  under the Court of VIV(art()lSI-
. i i ther, Kabu
in his case against his brother,

ses incurred by the Guru 1n d other debts

’Sr'txlle Exz:(s)intcd to about one lakh of rupees, and th:Sf?‘ezfed so that in

wleri l’atcr cleared off and many improvem;nts v;grgoo - year ’The family

S ) °

e i from the estate was over ! Tahsil.

11?09’ - l:ilc;)erZ:Iy 25000 acres in nine v]].]ag?s in the gdvt:?:;cce dded

E['l:: (Sx);vr':lewas a Provincial Darbari. He dle(_j » 191:\:; to his brother

by his eldest son, Jaswant Singh. He had glven'lt p f())'r i [ifetime and

Ayt IS'sein h half:)f the property, except the abadi hd’:h; son of their sister
thu fro br%) thers jointly gifted a village to Hira Singh,

etw

unfit to manage his estates,

in perpetuity. 1

i i be the guar-
i : t Singh continued to
ad of the family, Guru Jaswan . co! * fhe ghar
i o 0ed book and of therosary ~ which orlglnallybbeloxllc‘;ggt o
ek D Sachhese objects, which are said to have been di;tances .
Nanalll( lI;e'v. high reverence by the people who travelled long
were held in

the privilege of seeing then.

Mamdot

ich i the present Mamdot (Tahsil
MUhaf_“madOt_’ W};‘Ci}; ltsh: rjzzi}i:e:li;i as 1:)ne of t'he six p;zrgiazg;
prozpan. ® memloml:) of Multan. Its revenue was estimated at 3, 4
Subordinat‘e o S; a87 311. Thisilaga formed the south-west po;tlolxz
o, CC}UIValent t? 'it ;nd extended for about 64 km along the left1 4akn \
ol the FITOZPUT D'lsm n, average breadth of not more than .13 or n
of the Sath h:?;ftz the survey made by Captain Stephen in 1850, was
accor

Ls area, In this ilaga, as in the other ilagas in-

. miles). .
96089 5q. 1]1( mF,(r?lei;l District, there are evident traces that it was at one
cluded in the

jvated than at present. The country
time much Betfte peo: 1:: eilnt(iirec:lvl:s::twhen the Dogars, with the consc.:nt
nad hOf’VeVCrf bCC(t)lircl)rities took possession of it, about 1750. Durlmg
of the l.mperlal . ire th’e Dogars here, as at Firozpur, nr.made thx?mse :;is
the decline o 11 ;mlf)li 1’1t of the Lahore Governor, Kabuli .Mal, 1-n 17h .
independen’ o2 t'e ib'ected by Sardar Sobha Singh, a S]kl“l chief, w. o
They were [Or 2 erary ;ower. The Dogars, however called in t.he as§xst-
then rose 1o te}npzailzot who senta body of troops, and, after dlspersmgt
ance of the Ralf abha ,Singh, himself assumed the goYernmenF. But
the followers of Sob tter contented with the rule of the Ra} than with tha
the Doga}f:l wlj'r:fn;)ndesoon after, with the assistance of his two brothers,
of the Sikh chiet,

t
i had made themselves supreme al
i i Kutb-ud-Din, who

Nizam-ud-Din and

llIbld
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Kasur (now in Pakistan), expelled the Rai.

have expelled their new rulers, had not t
power over the cis-

and would probably soon after
he establishment of the British

Satluj States confirmed the incumbents and prevented

the recurrence of the violent expulsions of former times.

The brothers, Nizam-ud-Din and Kutb
and are said to have been formerly in the
They after wards settled at Kasur, and, fol
countrymen, took to plundering the count
were able to establish their supremacy
and beyond the Satluj in Mamdot.
ud-Din fixing his residence at Kasur, a
ud-Din was murdered shortly afterw

-ud-Din,were Hassanzai Pathans,
service of the Emperor of Delh.
lowed by a band of their fellow-
Ty, until, in course of time, they
in the whole of the Kasur territory
They then divided the land, Nizam-
nd Kutb-ud-Din at Khodian. Nizam-
ards, and Kutb-ud-Din established his
undivided authority over the whole state. He was soon, however com-
pelled to give way to the growing power of Ranit Singh, who took Kasur
from him, but gave him in liey of it the jagir of Maruf in the Gugera Dis-
trict, and allowed him to retain M
provide 100 horsemen for  service, The Maruf contingent was also fixed
at 100 horsemen. Nizam-ud-Dig left 2 son, named Fateh Din, a minor,
at the time of his murder. Op coming of age, Fateh Din appealed to the
Mabharaja against the usurpation, of his estate by his uncle. The Maha-
raja put him in possession of Maruf, and ordered Kutb-ud-Din to retire
dot. Shortly afterwards,
: 1L 1s said, by the Mabharaja, crossed the
Satlyj to attack his uncle, and wit he Dogars, who were
-Din and took posse-
ds from the wounds
mal-ud-Din, however,
0 and installed Jamal-
made another attempt

ge, drove out Kutb-ud
-Din died soon after war
his nephew. His son Ja
who recalled Fateh Dj
A few years later, Fateh Din
Agent of the British Govern

ssion of Mamdot. Kutb-ud

appealed to the Maharaja,
ud-Din at Mamdot,
- on Mamdot, but the
was, in consequence

Khan, son of Fateh Din, was ki + when Shah Nawaz
the Sikhs. Jamal-ud-Din,

dispossessed most of the
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1 in some foreign
of the country, The Dogars, unable any 1°9g‘?r to cal a and an
::):itef to their ass?stance, petitioned the Ccvr.nmlssmn.ers o:fAn:r::tﬂathious
enquiry was instituted, in the C(?Uf:eﬂ‘i ;Z:j:baajl?ehis two sons. Some
i ains ’ .
:z::s ‘Z?rzctzr;;uﬁ?xtrdt; \l:/i}rl; ;fo, it is believed, proved agun;iﬁ({:ggg
After a prolonged and careful ianify,Néwab Jams::r?ct mTWO-thirds of
and his estates were attached to the Fxrozpllllr i al;d one-third was
the revenue was granted for the sup](;o]r)ti :fdtiecei ianm 1y863. His brother.
appropriatftd Ny thecciz;; J}il:,ﬂ_udi;ad in 1975, and was succeeded 'by
Jz'llal-Ud-D'm’ Wht(l) l;lxln Khan, who attained his majority in 1883. .He died
PIS oo ot o ceeded l;y his infant son, Ghulam Kutb-ud-Din (bc;lm
in 1891 and was su?1 oung Nawab's minority, the estate came for the
- 1889)" Dum:ig tt‘;ey Court of Wards; and remained so until .Augli_slt
ot U];ﬂ CNUI:V:bf was mentally infirm and could not manage affairs. nie:
(11?34-_ T [e é.ln March 1928, and the jagir as well as other plrf)xzi(’:Din
ied issueless 111 Nawaz Khan, the cldest grandson of Naw'ab Jamal-u _
l;:‘;sed tv(s)/itsl?ihe hireditary title of Nawab, the law of primogenture being
an,

established.

. .y d
e of the biggest jagirdars an
ir Shah Nawaz Khan was on j
S f;lr the then Punjab Province and'held a 1s.aeat in hthe Dta;:iboa;r
lfand-otv}:nell;s'rozpur District. He was knighted in 1939.25 On the par
rom the Fi . _ o
of the country in 1947, he migrated to Pakistan

Fazilka

. ninhabited. There was no village

In 18.00’ tllllls t;i;:icixfrtill'r:?ft \ihe tahsil of the same name) now
where Fazilka _(t ¢ de country was occupied only by 12 villages of Bod'las,
stands. The rl‘_'e;tsfs who had come over from the other side of the River
Wattus and Chisht ’It was left for a long time to the Nawabs (?f Bahawal-
a few years beforet- who established some small forts. Their common
pur and Mamfil? c’lefiﬂe d, but was approximately the same as afterwards
poundary was -dar be’tween the parganas of Wattuy ar.xd B?hak.' 'In
became the boun onyattu, so called fromthe  principal tribe  inhabiting
.l 344, the p argand a strip of land running down from the Danda to .the
it, anfi, comprlsnzjgb the Nawab of Bahawalpur in exchange for a st'rmlar
Saﬂ%- as }f’ Zn the Sindh frontier, and was attached to Bhattlar‘na.
trac.:t gn{en © m:u'red partly to permit the extension of the customs line
Thltshsetr;;ﬁv:f ’ :;‘31 partly that a political officer might be stationed there

o s ' .

. » . 1'
©Griffin, L.H. Chiefs and Families of Note in the Punjab (wahare, 1940), Vol
riffin, L.H.
pp- 229-33
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to watch the surrounding forei

n Stat .
and Bahawalpur, In 1858 & ¢sof Lahore, Farid

kot, Mamdot

illages (consistin

g of t ac
anda or old bank of the Satly; " e
! ); (3) Wattuan includin o
of the Danda, down to the Satlyj

in 1844): and (4) Bahak includ;

south-east of i i
cast of the D U immediately
resumed from the

es (lying north-west

Gradual Formation of the Dj

ernment were divided betwe

: en the distr;
1847, the Badhni District wag brokcn( e
added to the Firozpur Dis e
Khan, Badhni (Tahsil M

C . o

S'hal;(Tahsﬂ Moga, District Faridkot), Mari (ry:
mghwala (Tahsil Moga, District Fa" oy et B
Khanwala was taken fro o)
Kot Kapura.

trict : Mallanwala, Makh
0ga, transferreg .

e athinda), and Sada
X ¢ same year, Sultan
Xchange for & portion of

rict of
¢ Raja
ddition

under direct o lagos ty
his w
as an g

qually betw,

Singh, a British subject, w. €en the Kalsia g4

as found tq be inco e

B frect. |p

1%Wilson, J. Finaj Re .- B
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of the deposed Nawab of Mamdot were annexed, as has already been re-
lated. In 1857, nine villages of the Makhu ilaga were ceded to the Kapur-
thala State on account of river action, the deep stream having shifted so
as to separate them from the Firozpur bank. Subsequently, the stream
resumed its old course, but it had meanwhile been ruled that the deep
stream rule did not affect the boundary in question, and Kapurthala,
accordingly, retained the villages. In 1858, the Village of Sibian, one of
those granted in exchange to the Faridkot State, was taken back on the
ground that it was held as a revenue free life-grant by Sodhi Gulab
Singh. In November 1884, on the partition of the Sirsa District, the
western half, including the whole of the Fazilka Tahsil and about 40 villages
of the Dabwali Tahsil, was included in the Firozpur District, the
eastern half being attached to the Hissar District (Haryana).

Development of the District.—The station of Firozpur in 1839, when
as yet neither the Punjab nor Sindh had been annexed, was a species of
ultima Thule, the farthest limits of the British Indian possessions. 1t was
described as a dreary and desert plain, where very little rain was ever known
to fall and an almost continual dust-storm was the normal condition of the
atmosphere. The rich cultivation, assigned by tradition to the period of
Muhammadan Empire, and still evidenced by numerous deserted sites of
villages and wells, had long since disappeared. There were a few scattered
patches of cultivation; but great wastes covered with low brushwood
were the usual charactersitics both of the Firozpur territory and of the
neighbouring country. From the first, however, the humanizing influence
of security for person and property began to tell upon country and people
alike. Cultivation was extended, trees were planted and no effort was
spared to replace the former misrule by an era of quiet and contentment.

The immediate effect of a settled government established in close
proximity to a border, such as that of the Sikhs, is well illustrated in the
country immediately around Firozpur. In 1841, Sir H. Lawrence ascer-
tained the population of the town and territory of Firozpur (inclusive of
the cantonment and military bazars), by a careful enumeration, to be
16,890.

Lord Ellenborough, however, refused to develop the place as he consi-
dered it “a position in the air”,'? and the building of barracks, which had
commenced, was stopped.

Ten years later, in 1851, Brandreth found the population of the same
tract to be 27,357, showing an increase of 10,967, at the rate of 64 per cent.

VRait, R.S., Life and Campaigns of Viscount Hugh Gough, Yol. L, p. 367
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Chiefships of Dharm Singhwala.—For an account of the historical
chiefships of Dharm Singhwala (Tahsil Zira), refer to L.H. Griftin, Chie /5
and Families of Note in the Punjab (Lahore, 1940), Vol. 1, pp. 240 - 46.

II. The Great Uprising of 1837

Events at Firozpur.1®
previous to the Delhi Revo
Firozpur declared that it
Enfield cartridge if preferr

—At a court of i nquiry assembled so
It, a native officer of the 57th Native In
was the purpose of his regiment
ed to them. This point raise
suspicion against the Corps, but the 45th N ative Int
on good terms with the 57th, and had openly declared t
resolution of the 57th, was considered staunch. On 1|

me tinic
lantry at

to refuse the
d a strong feeling of
antry, which was not
heir contempt of the

4 May 1857, as soon

emoved thither, and the two

P in positions of about
three miles (5 km) apart.  The way of the 45¢h Native Infantry lay past
the entrenchment.  As they approached, their colump insensibly swerved
towards the glacis; the movement had barely been observed when they
swarmed up the slo

Pe and attacked the position. The Europeans in an

P. Durin
the Roman Catholic Chapel, the school ;
and other buildings were burnt to the groun
not before the Chaplain, the R

the night, the church,

-house, 17 officers’ houses
d by the men of the 45th, but

tverend R.B. Malth , faili

guard of Eur'opeans, had rushed unattended througz thael lil:fgu:?at(;t:i Sepoys

into the blazing church, and haq succeeded in rescuing the regist tof

it. On 14th May, the treasure wag AN

ge ferries on ¢

pending incursion of the rebel troops
from the small ones were seng to

he. Satluj Wwere guardeq and the boats
Harike, T

O check the approaches of the

T ™

Pp. 4757, Pr. [,

Punjab Government Rec

ords, )
pp. 208—10, 331 Mutiny Reports, vy, vl p,

47
HISTORY

i eneral Van Cortlandt, in a fO?t-
wild tril?es from Sirsﬁszgdsﬁ(};astﬂin:c;rcfwhich, subsequently uniting V‘Vlth
night, raised a lCV_y (3awahir Singh and other bodies, sent down from tJm:
the .trOOPS o Ra!af Commissioner, rose to 5,000 men of atll arms, and pe
to time by tl?e ?hle' nd Hissar. Major Marsden received mformatlf)l}l]
formed servicein Slrsa,a named Sham Dass, was collecting followers wit
at one timc? that aflllflr, rompily moved against the rebel,‘ ar.d ccr?;llnf
2 hostile inient e atliacked and completely defeated him and ki ;
upon him b?' surpr:seéham Dase himself was seized and e)fecuted. . 1:1
several of hlS' sion 157 extra men were entertained in the police est?)b;‘s t-
the western dms}(;n’tory chiefs furnished a body of 200 horse ancz) t4h L?Oh;
ment, al.ld the feub:er was exccuted at once.  On 11th July, the ld rmfd
Every highway ro recautionary measure, dismounted and disa " Ut,
Cavalry was, as a ph men made a rush at their horseS,. cut. loose atf)
but on 19th Augus't"t . every pony or horse they could fird in lh? Sti;,(i)tr;;
50 of them, ane Sf; ?]:rg’s chargers, mounted and rode off f<_>r Delh; aslo
including. many Oflcthe native horse-keepers of the A.rtlllery, t gyk'lled
the conmtance but were repulsed, though not until they haf ]ale
attacked the gun83 nt and wounded three, of whom one wz?s a e.m t.
three of 615t Regime Nelson, the Veterinary Surgeon of tl‘lell‘ Reg'lmhe;ls.
Chey als:z cu;):l(sw::/:ptured 4’0 were executed and the remainder, wit
Of the 142 re ’

i been captured
i b of Rania, who had .
jai including the Nawa cen captured
e li'; Pertsori‘;’ tlllxle Ludhiana District, were hanged. l'll"hezslggg ) ;n_loads
o Rlc::; sfrom the arsenal on 18 Augus.t, and m.oret an 2,
d‘:”s:xit;itions of war were sent to Delhi during the siege.
o

i istant Superintendent of Bhattiana,
e Fazzlgal;;;i_l;();“;z;pgssts,ls\:va;lich hi had held sincF 1848,;1:2
was Ch'al'ge e influence over the people. The troops statlone-d e;
had acquired g8 at of the 57th Native Infantry and some irregular
were & sm detac}}nging of dissatisfaction appeared afnor?g the troois
Gy, ; eilka detachment showed some inclination to break-
a Firosepur, B aezstablishment collected at Fazilka from t%le. outp:);ts
- Tl?e c'usm[ll:sir opportunity, willing at any moment to Jf)ln ttl;e 1.:
e o oo, ;d loudly called for arrears of their pay. OI.IVCI', oufst
aff“ted' trOOpS,di:n the feelings of the population, called in thedn; e
nceHta o men, chiefly Bodlas and Wattus of the Satu, rd W
infl.uelft!al heablr:to’ disarm the guard of the 57th Native Inda}lm)l;;
';‘llllelr al: t::ii a;nf luence, the neighbouring population was prevente
roug »

. - 8
wWilson, J. Report on Settlement of Sirsa District, 1883
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rising and the number of matchlock men the
in the service of the British Government over

other disaffected parties, and with their assistance Oliver was cnabled
to protect the Town of Fazilka, and to punish and destroy large villages
which were in open rebellion a few days after the first outbreak. General

Van Cortlandt crossed the Satluj with some police and local levies from

Gugera and marched towards Sirsa with Captain Robertson, the Superin-
tendent, who joined him at Malaut on 12th June. Order was then re-
stored in the remainder of the District.  Oliver tactfully kept down the
excited feelings of the people and restrained them from rising again,
although they were constantly incited to do so by emissaries from ‘H aryana’

and although the troops at his disposal were few and the loyalty of some
of them at that time was very doubtful,

y collected and entertained
awed the customs peons and

IIl. The Struggle for Freedom

Namdhari Movement, 1872,
of Bhaini Arayian (popularly call
the Namdhari Movement, or mo

—With headquarters at {he Village
ed Bhaini Sahib) in the Ludhiana District,

I'e popularly called the Kuka Movement,
led by Guru Ram Singh (born there in February 1816), got momentum
in 1872. It was, however, ruthlessly stamped out by the British,
s at Malerkotla
ial members and
goon and later on 1o Mergui,

Movement hag its impact also in the
fly described below :

with he deportation of their leader to Ran
where he died in 1885, The
Firozpur District and it is brie

guru Ram Singh) gives

It tells2© “Alf paqg 4 common mess. The

. ' cav In the evening,
there Was_ a commun}ty hymn-smgmg programme conducted to the
accompaniment of musica] instruments, Guru Ram Singh had his bath
In the ambrosial hoyrg of the morning. ,, He himself recited the “Asa di
Var”, recited the “Rahiras”

in the evening and then the “Arti Sohila”
—_—

——

*"Nahar;Si [ I

al A?;:wl'x:eg"};: llx;x'n,;ijg;n ltxhas,Pt.I, P.109(quoted by FaujaSin

gh Bajwa in Kuka

Was for all castes and all religions.
\_
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and then the “Ardas” (the Sikh prayer to God) and the.n would go to
bed”. The life of prayer and meditation gave r'ise to certain legends that
are still current in that locality. One of them is that when he' W(?uld
be absorbed in divine meditation early in the morning, a bright light
could be seen surrounding his holy head.2!

Guru Ram Singh launched a crusadfa for rel‘igious .and social tr;.
form and revival. He showed the keenest interest in reac'hmg ou't to h:
people to deliver his message personally to them-_ This pric.uiiie;s of
thought, wéuld impart a great momentum to the missonary activ N
hist subas and other functionaries. He, therefore, chalked outapro;fra .
of extensive tours through the length al.ld breadth of the _COO:SH ?f,.Bai.
this programme, visits to important shrlfles on the oc(:)csa;smriority o
sakhi, Dewali, Maghi and Holi wc?re gtven the topmu fcl))und at, these
was believed that the huge assembl.les o.f pt3(-)plehusua i-desired oppor-
places on such occassions would pro‘”d‘? hlr}n wnh.t e;nu:nasses 22
tunities of direct contact and communication with the .

i i ramme in 1861 and, after visiting
Guru Ram Singh started this prog . S
to be present there o
ceeded towards Muktsar ; -
zzl:er. Plac?s;h:i\;’;;hi Fair. From Muktsar he ret.urne.d. to hlls1 h;a!dqua;r
tersaaslltolglfaini About the middle of 1863, he again visited t lfe illmri(t)izr'zed
District. Cor;scious of the prevailing po:/ie.;tgy t(())f ;}il;hn;?ts::)s’which S
i
t jage (the ceremony accor \ o
bt::e i;?”d cl:sa;:lagnogninal cost of a few rupees. It wals1 read;ly ;lclic:l:xew
by fhe gcr)l:r villagers who constituted the bulk1 o%'nh:1 :oﬁ ;:v:eék bis hew
; the people 1
i t introduced among ¢ 1o : o
fgzgtl?: rl,:\fi;lsage of Khota (Tahsil Moga:jDSl.Stﬂ;t z a}‘(‘ill((:t)él‘:;): e
! un ingh, >
nd daughter of Samm a: .
;Z‘;g,h:r alt)dd?;a to this simple ceremony. On?e 1mt1attetdu,t;1r1e ferc -
becarlll; :(I)CC or ulzﬁ' that later on in 1909, 1t was g‘(‘)’ en :ms ‘;‘) rtanty o
flon b thepars)sage of the Anand Marriags £ kd nen o? the pr:efessional
d 1y 11) f the change effected was the breakdow formed Kuka fra-
Biztlfn;irsrl:l;r(r)iage-maker’s monoply in so far as the reform

ternity was concerned.?® | '

’ m were anathema to Guru Ram Singh.

he artificial caste barriers. His mission
Inter-caste marriages were considered

The rigours of the caste-sySt":[
He refused to have any regard for

; . 7-8
"“1Fauja Singh Bajwa, Kuka Movemenl (Delhi, 1965), pp
auja Sing ’

#Ibid, pp. 34-35

1965), pp. 40, 49—~51
ia, Kukas (Bombay,
uIbid,, p. 30 gnd M.M. Ahluwali
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» When a few such matrimonial

In one cas
. €, the daughter of 3

a ’ ter of a ¢ >
married to a member of an Arora famil 24 arpenter was

oms and practices. Pro-
Bedis and the other priestly

he reputed leaders of society.
by the very deep impact made
gh on the minds of the people.

classes, Brahming and mahants

Their leadership was now put in jeopard
by the Movement started by Gury Rap Syin

Therefore wh
erever t
he Gury went, he received stiff resistance from

the members of

ese classes. The pyinei

. . u

subjected the Kuka leader ag w:]l]ans ¥ Makants also very often

treatment. |n g ) as his follower .
the Muktuar Gu61(; on the occasion of the Maghi Festi y lto hum{hatmg‘
fudwara refuseq to Pray for Gury R, 1v:; . tl})]e priests ;)i
m Singh, unless he

Un-S ] ’

In 11{:(6}13 Ways, to pay the entire cost of
immolation during his stay at Khota, the
When this t4 o 858 protest against his innova-
Teat proved to be of no avail, they
POTt to the Police-station of Bagha

The report lod-
or three days Ram Singh with 400

They were ¢

for the local tank
local Brahming threatened self- .

tion of Anang Marriage,
coaxed the local chowkidar

» Firozpur. Both of
illages ang recorded statements

Hami . repo
milton, Supermtendem of Polic : ;tirwas then prepared by Lieutenant
* T0zZpur, and sent o th jab
) ¢ Punja

Government With
. out .
the Deputy Commissig ;‘:ry loss of time, orderg were issued T §

of the District, to go person llue ]t(oh o con
o ally to Khota, con-

of the prominent, people there

AAAAAA [
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vihce himself of the case and take Ram Singh in custody forthwith, if
necessary. After carefully scrutinizing the whole matter, the Deputy
Commissioner banned all meetings of the Kukas in the Firozpur District
and orrdered that “Ram Singh himself and his Chelas (disciples) were to
be sent, station by station, to his home at Bhaini, in Ludhiana’.??

The Khota affair created a great stir in the official circles. A clear
indication of it may be found in the report of Major McAndrew, Deputy
Inspector-General of Police, Lahore Circle, dated 7. June 1863. Soon
after, the Punjab Government issued instructions to the Deputy Commis-
sioners and Superintendents of Police of all districts to keep a vigilant eye
on Ram Singh and his followers and to send confidential reports. The
policy of strict vigilance having been, thus, introduced, all Kuka parties
and meetings were carefully shadowed by the police and their secret agents,28

Immediately after the happenings connected with the Kuka outbreak
in January 1872, Ram Singh was detained in the Allahabad Fort, from
where he was soon after removed to Rangoon. His prominent and influ-
ential subas were also arrested and detained in the Allahabad Fort, also
known as the Allahabad Central Jail. Among them those from the Firoz-
pur District were Jawahar Singh and Maluk Singh. After sometime, the
former was removed to Moulmein and the latter to the Asirgarh Fort. The
subas were next to the head of the organization in importance. The vacan-
cies caused by the incarceration of the eminent among them were,
therefore, filled up by the appointment of new subas in their places. Thus
Sammund Singh of the Village of Khota and Natha Singh of the Village
of Gadriwala (Tahsil Zira) were appointed in the Fiorzpur District.2?

In 1867, a police officer, deputed to keep a watch on the activities of
the Kukas, reported that, among other places, Firozpur had become a
stronghold of the Kukas,30

On 18 July 1879, J.P. Warburton, District Superintendent of Police,
Ludhiana arrested Narain Singh, of the Village of Roda (Tahsil Moga,

District Faridkot). He had been deputed by a notable Kuka leader, Budh
Singh, to contact Guru Ram Singh in exile at Rangoon, and he had just
returned after paying him a visit. Original letters from Guru Ram Singh,
covering 18 or 19 pieces of paper, large and small, bearing on different
subjects, mainly anti-British activities, were found to be in his possession.?

e

27Ibid

and Fauja Singh Bajwa, Kuka Movement (Delhi 1965), p 43
**Fauja Singh Bajwa, Kuka Movement (Delhi, 1965), pp. 42, 44
*Ibid., pp. 117—19, 139 . ,
¥M.M. Ahluwalia, Kukas (Bombay, 1963), pp. 64—66
¥M.M. Ahluwalia, Kukas (Bombay, 1968), pp. 142—146
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On 17 March 1881, the police arrested 39 out of 150 Kukas who had

assembled for the Purpose of holding a secret meeting in the Dhak jungle

near the Viliage of Laton, not far from Bhaini, in the Ludhiana District.

rested, the following belonged to the Firozpur District :

(1) Natha Singh Suba

(2) Sohel Singh

(3) Rattan Singh

(4) Sapuran Singh

(5) Gulab Singh

(6) Anup Singh

(7) Dharmo w/o Anup Singh

(8) Tara Singh

(9) Chattar Singh

(10) Lal Singh

(11) Bholi w/o Lal Singh

(12) Wazir Singh

(13) Sunder Kaur w/o Wazir Singh

The arrested persons were released on bail. Many of them were required
to furnish security of Rg 1000 cach,

‘ Out of 22 Kuka subas, the following functioned i the then Firozpur
region,*

Narain Singh son of Dewa Singh, of the Vi

llage of Roda (Tahsil Moga,
District Faridkot)

In
»ON his return, was arrested on
g to be from Gury Ram Singh were
Wwas created suba by the order of

Narain Singh functioneq in the Muktsar and Firozpur region.
June 1879, pe Started for Rangoon ang

17t July. Several letters purportin
found on hig person, Probably, he
Guru Ram Singh (from exile),

Jawahir Singh function
He was deported along wit

edin the Firoz

Purregion. Guru Ram Singh
exile,

He assisteq the Kuka Sect from his
Up to by the Kukas,
\‘\‘ ——— R e

2Ibid., pp, 190—p39
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Maluk Singh

i i Kuka
Maluk Singh functioned in the Firozpur region. 69He Ecc:?:; :) Xuks
deasuba. In 1869, a ban
i d after two years was ma . o >
;2 ]::: ’ha:lri'ing collected their goods and cash kept them mg psla:;: fhe ank
Si:j h’; village, proceeded to Thiraj, a villago on tl}]le b;rh :lrsa ! ihe hen
Si . District, and there declared the beginning of the Volok S
B1 rsta h Iﬁce;s with a party of police, apprehended a
ritish o ,
other Kukas.

i ifi their properties,
i ent Kukas sacrificed
bove-mentioned promin propertes
Theua their settled lives or were arrested by the (?o;el:;lmacnd or were
il n to furnish heavy securities ; all .for their alf and mission.
e luI:otheir jobs, others auctioned all their assets to eeent i Kuke
Somlf Osand to plunge whole-heartedly into the Movement,
brethren _ hea
some were deported from India.

itati ainst the Colonization of Government Lalld (Plll:_:;lbzv}l:il:;;
A()%ltatfl?ll:eaéolonization of Government Lar;ds (Pllxgjaob)cto;) e,r ch
W j islati ouncil on
o intmduced' " chSPlggfu::ilsllg(t)qe v(;as very muoh opposed.by the
o pas?ed by' . ct);lle affected soldiers. During the agltatl-on carried or:
peop'e .mCIUdlr_lg ere held in different parts of the Province to prote:
e e vl: meeting at Firozpur is said to have been attended,
SO ¢ 300 serving soldiers from the local cantonment.
among ol b'y S(m;tances into consideration, particolarly the re.sent-
T e Clr‘:“n; s, the Governor-General of India, Loro Mmto,
o am(‘mgsg;it tl: tlI:e,bill on 26 May 1907. Popular agitation in
Irzfll::dthglsi E\1rvon its first victory.3¢

~—The humiliating and discriminatory
The Shadter Mo’cvtecl>n fllll:’lﬁllizn—elnsﬁgrants abroad, especially in tho USA,
treatmen I'neted iy trong urge to free their mother-country. This urge
produced in thel?' l‘:lsof the Ghadar Party, with its headquarters at San
led to.thz t(‘c;;;n:)loin 1913, to liberate India by force.
Francisc »

ar I, 1914—18, offered these revolu-

The outbresk (l))tletloep;v):trllliit‘)y to achieve their object.. The Ghz;flar

Honaries o favouranaries back to the mother-country to stir up reb.el.lon

Party sent revoluto ment of India were fully informed of these actlvme;

o 1’{ " e?:;);?; precuations.  Nevertheless, a large number o
and took . n

—einh

331bid. . 139
Sharma, Punjab in Ferment (New Delht, 1971), pp. 50, 56, 78 and 1 3¢
#Sri Ram ? T
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revolutionaries sneaked through enquiries under the Ingress Ordinance
(of 5 September 1914) and contacteq the local revolutionary lcaders.

Most important of all was the work in the Army.
overthrow the British

Rule by infecting the India Army with the idcz.l of
revolt. The Army was already seething  with discontent. The soldiers
hated the idea of £0ing abroad te strange lands to die at the bidding of the
British Government, Let the banner of revolt be raised by a band of

It was planned to

ok full advantage of this state of affiars and sccrfcﬂ)f
contacted the soldiers, he Indian garrisons at Firozpur, Rawah?ll_ld'
and Lahore (now i Paki The date of uprising
fixed was 21 February

1915 and it was ¢, begin in the cantonments of
the Punjab and spread

castwards,

The revolutionarieg made 3 last-minyte effort to revolt on 19 Feb-
ruary. But the OPportunity was irretrievably lost,
again. Whep ear i

had sunk, They

he torpor of despair into which they
merely pointeqd to
the distance

the white soldiers stiffly parading in
s others only wept.

Thus all seemed lost, Tpe dream cherished for years came t0
nothing. For 5 moment, tears g0 in the eyes of even the young Sarabha,
the fearless Warrior, who hagq fiever known defeat ang frustration,
t

For the ne;(t two weeks, terror held
the Punjab in it 8rp.  Most of the Tevolutionarjes were arrested. Under
the Defence of India Act, Special T
revolutionaries,

ribunals were get up for tyring th;’
Was set up in the Punjab and, on 2 |
OUSPiracy Trial opened in the Centra

One sych Tribunaj

March 1915, the first Lahore

Jail, Lahore 35

- e e
#*Randhir Singh, The Gaday Heroes, pp. 15

—22

55
HISTORY

imple, and in most cases. ur.leduce%ted,

o 'ende('] - e? fcr)z:znoit::lrzzgg}ings to contri_bute their :g;l;:e::; ::
O e e of their motherland. At a time, when no leaders
e e fr'eedorll\lflove:ment were talking of “Self-governm ton the
i IndianN'atlonald 1.” The heroes of the Ghadar Moverr;d ¢ had
Drivih Dominion mode .of complete independence through z;rm o revol
dared to raise th.e bannerhad been the most power'ful revolt p anilupy e
o imperia'h'sm.oflt1857. The Firozpur District calme to oc
o Greal:leU glr;clengin this phase of the freedom struggle.
honoura

. f the Britsh rulers in

—_The high-handedness o . th

. e, 1930.—The the country w
Z"? Bomb ﬁ:;ig, tide of the freedom move(;n.::nrte:: tion i the growth

S oppresne thi‘rovernmental barbarity produced its

the worst type of g

istri the Zira Bomb
h incident in the Firozpur District was
One suc
people.

Case of October 1930.

i Hari Chand, was born
on of Shri Hari C
is case, Gurdas Ram, s ' ims of Zira. He was
The hero lc:{-th:nc:ggarwal family of ell?,nenI:HaklanS a young boy at
on 14 July 19141n : 1 leader Lala La.’pat ar. tention
t nationa lar and attracted the atte
related to the grea active and popular hi Move-
Ram was very : During the Swadeshi
school, Gurdas . tspoken views. door to
. for his outsp b hi ciates, collect from
of his teachers 1d, along with his asso - He was
-25. he would, ke a bonfire of them.
ment of 1924-25, foreign cloth and ma . Dyt jvities. At
gn _ h activities.
door clothes made .Ozuaded by his parents from anti ]?r;t/;:hatma Gandhi
too fearless to be d:jsas Ram, in response to the call o ters on the walls
the age of 14, Gl_lrn gave up his studies and pastecll1 pgsritish rulers.
for non'cooperat:loa’gainst the high-handedness of the
of his native tow

kless lathi-charge
. i, caused by the rec ;
Lala Lajpat Rai, : inst the Simon Com-
The ;i.eathnofhe historic boycott processioz jﬁ:ltnsrte contmmontall orer
of the police on | hore in 1928, generated g freedom
oot its visit to Laho ational struggle for fr ’
mission on its vi tire history of our n ing the fate of
In the entir 0 event concerning the
the country. ades, there was n h of Lala
: several dec y indignation as the death o
extending over d so much mass indig imperial power,
hich evoke _ tiality of the imperial p
one person W . it did the beas ed ¢
. ing as i agonized cry
Lajpat Rai. Exlzloj tghe youth of the country.deeply. ?]I;engga 1 : “Does
the tragedy Stirre-f Ic))f Deshbandhu Chitaranjan Das o o1 of the Jand,
came from t]dle Wlnflood of the country still exist ?thl, az:’f‘ like the great
) a (ST t to € q ’
the youth and m to this.” Thus, cu das Ram
answer . des, the young Gurda
demand a clear Singh and his comrades, . tribu-
Bhagat Sing is national humiliation and seek re
martyrs Sardar e this nationa Hiatl .
: to avenge t revolutionary
of Zira, 2'%0 reStO 1IV Z:t by the cult of bombs, He formed a re
. a :
tion for the bru



56

party at Zira and secret]
Lal Chand, Vice-Presid
Krishan Bharti who vi
October 1930, 2t 8.30

FIROZPUR

y learnt the art of manufacturing bombs from Shri
ent of the Congress Committee, Zira, and from
sited the town in the guisc of a monk. On 31

at night. Gurdas Ram, then only 16 years, along

with his associates, threw g bomb at the police Station, Zira. The party
was subsequently arrested and

the famous trial of Zira Bomb Case
formed the leading news of those

) 1 days. das
A Special Tribuna] was appointed under Act 1V of 1930 to try Gurds
Ram (16 years) and hig associat

¢S, viz. Puran Singh (17 years), Hans
Raj (19 years), Gurmukh = Singh (30 years) and Lal Chand (44 years).

» the hero of the case, had the courage of his conviction and
boldly declared his intentions,

The case was tried in the Central Jail,
Lahore, and lasted for six months. Ultimately, on 1 April 1931, Gurfias
Ram along with Puran Singh, was sentenced to three years’ rigorous 1m-
prisonment. However, being political prisoners, they werc provided
with B Class jail facilities. When, from later police sccrets, it becam’C
kown that Gurdas as connccted  with Sardar Bhagat Singh’s
revolutionary party, all special facilitics were withdrawn and he became
the special target of the jail authorities. He was insulted, beaten and tor-
or months togcther. MorcoVC'r’

Sumption and, as a protest against it,
he went on hunger

strike. - All this adversely affected his health and he fell
11N Nevertheless, he Was made to serve his fy term of imprisonment.

When released hysical wreck . The best possible medical aid,

Ram w

Gurdas Ram(Zira, 1964) ; Hans Raj Aggarwal
Ram (Zira, 1964)-

62
tap, Jalandhar, 15 August 19

» Samachay Jalandhar, 27 May 1964

The Daily Pradip, JaIandhar, 27 May 1964

The Daily Milqg

, Jal,
Paigam-i-Sehat,pVOI‘. ?)’é‘,i};gr’
April—June 1962 (Publjsh
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(¢) Independence and After
Exodus and its Aftermath

iti of the Punjab between India and P.akistandgat\;::a:l(s)ef
e Do on-muslims from the western Punjab an e
M e sastor Punjab. Soon after the announcement o
o FaSte'rcril-August 1947, the trickle of uprqoted pe.rso:li;
boundar}:ﬂ 'at‘:/)a;ds;t? 1and they started pouring in and going out in
developed in
unendir:ag stream.

m the Bahawalpur State and from

b e numbe; Ort;: r((;if:tgrfftss ferr(:tered India through the borde; ;I;l;g
e oo ?)ni(sjt:;:t ° The refugees from the Ba?awalgluer lS\;it:l:tgomery
the Frory . i hereas those from : .
Do s jnd ﬁ)bot]:)a:hesiclixiavlvareas, entered from the Faleklaa::::
Distict mosth > onlgl ri District, mostly belonging to the rurlacensus,
Those from the 'La Ourand Jalalabad side. Accordingto.the3195. IUding,
o e FlroZpPakistan settled in the Firozpur. DlStI’lCF (11}ct)
e refu%ie;s/hfxrkot?ar taflsils transferred to the Faridkot District).
the Moga an
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AFPENDIX

List of Coins tound at various sites in the Birozpur District

Tabhsil Site Coins

{(Vide page 26)

Firozpur .. Channar

Pazilka -+ Abhohar

A brass tankah (forced currency) of Muham-
mad-Bin-Tughlagq, struck at Delhi.

* Bull and horseman® coins (kings of Ohind about

A.D. 1000), one ot Prithvi Raj, one of Ala-
ud-Din Muhammad Shah of Dethi, coins ot
the  Delhi Sultans (Muhammad-Bin-Sam,
Shamas-ud-Din Altutmish, Balban, Jalal-ud-
Din Firoz, Ala-ud-Din Muhammad, Mubam-
mad-Bin-Tughlaa and Firoz Shah Tughlaa).

Zira -+ Janer Some caing were tound, but the sc could not
be obtained for identification,

"\_‘_\».‘, e B



GROWTH OF POPULATION

FIROZPUR DIST
1951-1981 RICT
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CHAPTER 1II
PEOPLE
(a) Population

(i) Total Population

According to the 1981 Census, the population of the Firozpur
District was 13,07,804 (comprising 6,94,280 males and 6,13,524 females).

Of these, 10,09,733 persons were rural and 2,98,071 urban.

Growth of Population.—The population of the District increased
from 9,23,931 in 1931 to 13,07,804 in 1981. The variation in the popula-
tion during these eighty years is shown in the following table :

Year Persons Decade Percentage Males Females
variation decade )
variation

1901 . 9,23,931 .. . 5,05,914  4,18,017
1911 .. 9,27,434 43,503 +038 520,798  4,06,636
1921 . 10,58,728 +1,31,294 L1416 588,303 4.70,425
1931 .. 11,14,178 +55,;150 +5-24 6,13,258  5,00,920
1941* 13,70,811  +2,56,633 42303 7,52,723 6.18,088
1951 7,20,511
1961 8,79,599  +1,59,088 +2208
1971 10,44,936  +1,65,337 +1880 557,266 4,87,670
1981 13.07,804 +2,62,868 +25:16 6,94,280 6,13,524

(Census of India 1971, Series 17 Punjab, Part II-A, General Population
Tables, P. T1,Statistical Abstact of Punjab, 1980, P. 37, and Director,

Census Operations, Pynjab

m 1901—11 was marked by severe ravages of plague
ok a heavy toll of the population. During 1911—21
influence epidemic, but the Firozpur District
does not seem t0 have been affected by it. The decade 1921—31 was
generally healthy, but the Firozpur District had several epidemics of
plague and cholera. The population expanded fast during 1931—41. The
decade 1941—51 pore the brunt of the holocaust of unprecedented com-
munal trouble and mass migration of Muslim population to Pakistan

The decenniu
and malaria, which to
occurred the great

— : —
*The population tigures up to 1941 relate to the composite District of Firozpur (in- .
¢Juding the Moga and Muktsar tahsils transferred to the Faridkot District in 1972)
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jasthan
Persons born in other Indian States were mostly from IE?;SRaj
2 i Persons frc -
d Delhi (1,968).
Uttar Pradesh (14,958) an o
widerably v gzsfflilflz)\;ere counted mostly in the rural areas but from the other
onsiderably re-

"Chd“EL( th . .

in the wake of the partition in 1947, The years 1951—61
disease and the health measures taken by Government ¢
duced the death rate, whereas the birth rate rem

Emigration and Immj

i in the
in western Punjab were those who migrated in t
T lon—Out of 16.19,116 persons emymery e o e eariton ol the country m 1947, The persons reported to
in the District* in 1961, as many as 8,33,831 persons or 515 per cent were wake of the purtmonh were mostly children of the Punjabis who in
born at the place of €numeration. Among the rural Population, this have been born elsewhere
percentage works out at 53.g and in t Lo

he urban arcas 4¢ 42,

children home.

higher degree of mobility in the town

w i istrict
he particulars regarding the persons who migrated from the D
The p

ailable.

ther places in the country or went abroad are not av

e e " p llowing table shows the density of
the places where they were enumerated against 41 S per cent in the case Density of Population—The follo

of the females. The low figure with respect to the femgles results frop,

their leaving the ancestra

—_—

Density1 y
of population
- L . as born at other places Year per sq. km.
within the District. This Percentage is 1.6 in the cage of the males 71
and as high as 23.9 in the case of the females, because of the facts 0‘[ — .
marrtage. Persons borp ip the Punjap districts, other than Firoz[‘)ur 1881 84
numbered 1,80,225 or 11,1 Per cent of the Population. Eyep ip th|¢: 1891 91
Broup, the percentage for the females s higher than that for the malcs
1901 01
The _Puf]jab-born persons formed 79 3 Per cent of the populatio 1911 104
of the District, The femaining 20 .7 PEr cent came from a pulation B
below : cas shown 1921 ) 109
e 1931 134
Place of birth Number pCrCCntage to 1941 - 125
the total
T *\“\‘~N\;\~“\\ Population 1951 ‘ 3 161
Other States of India 51,684 - 1961 176
N ’ 32
Pakistan 1971 - 223+
il 171 1981
Other countries 2.557 e
’ 0-2 T iab Pepsu Himachal PradeSh’
Information not available dia, 1951, Vol. VI1II, Punjab, >
) ~0 02 Bil CenSlge‘;{ib;’art I-A, Report, pp 8-9, 26 ; CensusP H‘-";,db?;:o]vpo. 14?4’
T (Conen o w1061 5o T e ilas ur, 4 . e : t, unjab, s D.
(Census of India, 1961, Punjap Districy Cer'zsilﬂv-}ﬁ} wdbook 1y T Firozﬁur District, pp 25-26 Sz.anstlcal fqbs”ac o ’
Firozpur District, Pp. 30, 256-57) * fandbook Ny, 12, and Director, Census Operations, Punjab
*The above
were transferred

data included those Pertaining .
to the Faridkoi District in 197g2.o the Moga and Muktsar tahsils which

*The figures relate to the present District of Firozpur,
*ihid.
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hsils, Firozpur and
‘ ' As per the 1981 Census, among the three ta S,

According to thej 1981 Census, the Punjab haqg on an average 333 Fazilk i 4 886 females per 1,000 males, followed by Zira (877).
persons to a square kilometre, with the Jalandur District as most thickl azilka ha ,

ko Tt the s < poputon o ot 1o Populated (223) ThZ The sex ratio for the rural areas of the District works out at 885
reasons for the sparse population arc not far to geek T ' - the corresponding figures in 1971 were
| - ol ban areas at 879 : the corresp

Tahsil of Fazilka partakes of the nature ¢ southerr and for the urban

. ndy soi 876 1 respectively.
scanty rainfall, and wherever thege disadvani ¥ soil and and 871 resp Y

tion, agriculture is a gamble with the rains g
tion is scarce. This Tahsil supported only
square kilometre. Then the bet area along t

Age Competition.—According to the 1961* Census, the population
of the District (including the Moga and Mu?(tsar tal.1s1ls transferred to
the Faridkot District in 1972) is distributed into various age-groups as

» aggravated by the shiftin under :
: . g course .
of the River, The'area where canal Irrigation hag been provided hag With a view to comprehending the comparative strength of these
developed waterlogging and unhealthy conditions at some places Anoth : the totals have uniformly been taken as 1,000 :
factor contributing to the Sparse population g the area tou.chin t}f r f;:ll;l; St’ribulion of 1,000 persons of each sex by age-groups according to the 197::: C;ns'“;kot
. .o 4 H 131
Pakistan border, where conditions are not uniformly peacefy] gThe : in the Firozpur District (including the Moga and Muktsar tahsils, transferred to the Fa
Firozpur Tahsil also suffers from these drawbacks in its wester - The District in 1972)
but because of the location in jt of the Firozepur T, f portion, i e e
ment, the density works out at 175 i and the Canton. B " Rural Urban
Sex Ratio.—According to the 1971 Censug out of the totg} ] Tatal Population o
i P ’ opula- e e
flon of 10,44,936 of the District, 5,57,266 were males and 4,87 670? pula Age-group - Females
Le showing a ratio of 53.3 : 46.7. A per the Censys of 19’81 ,th emales Fersons Males Females Males Females Males Fema
tion of the Firozpur District stooq at 13,07,804 ith 4 o Pula —_— - T
and 6,13,524 females, i.c. with a ratiq o 531 146 " 094280 maeg T T oo T T T T 000 1,000
In the Punjab, there o 1.006  1.000 1,000 1,000 1. ,
figure was loviest a we}:e 886. females per 1,000 males and thig All ages N 3;‘302(;)» 305-87 33276 314-12 32532 273.88 31224
g L AmOng those with respect 1o ghe States of Ingja, Ty, o L 11991 12031 11944 12190 11876 114-14 122:27
correspgndmg figures with respect to the Indian union wag 932 € 10 14 . 91-11 9210 8993 91-63 88-87 9394 9426
According to the 1971 Census, it was 875 females per | 000 of 1971, 15 19 G481 8397 8570 71848 8314 10525 9672
tion for the Firozpur District and ag per the 1981 Cene of the popula. 20 24 9691 7646 1745 7291 76-54 9022 8120
females per 1,000 of the Population, CNsus it wag 884 gg %3 . 6188 6187 6190 5926 61-37 7200 64-07
During the sevent B . 59 4647 4346 4593 52-87 4871
improveme%xt in favour }éfyvizﬁeg(;?tﬁgy to !9815 there hag been ap 3539 B :-6, ,‘3’2 :3 11 4757 4631 47-56 5019 4758
T @S 1he °“°ng figures show - 40 44 3537 3585 3481 3560 35-10 36-82 3362
RS R 45 49 . ' . :
' B . . 86 3629 37-15 33-53
Year Females per 50 54 .. 3896 ‘;; :99 i?, 251 ‘1‘92 01 1788 1842 16-47
thousqnd > % o 32 2994 2536 3138 26-12 2435 2224
e e U, e 1 * . .o ! )
igé} e fOZpur D?Strl?t 2(5]‘ 69 27-17 2865 2542 31-11 2717 19-15 18-21
e 781 . . 59 027 056 0-77 070
1931 A 047 038 ¢
.- 8¢ not stated ..
1941 . 3(1)(7)
1951 i _
1 : 821 - : District as per the 1971 Census
133} . 850 *The d‘ata on the age composition of the Firozpur Dis a
1981 ) 848 are not available. '
TTTTTTT— T .. 875 t India, 1961, Punjab District Census Handbook Na, 12, Firozpur Distriat
(Census Oflndla, 1961’ Pu’yab Dlstrlct }I\\m\\“w»\w—‘\‘\’-\§~"»“‘§§4s = — ;.,Ce;;s::s) ; ’
P. 27 ; Census of Ingiy 1971 § andbook N, Pp. 27,

s : 0. 12, Fi L
tion Tables, p. 42 ang Dir'ecmrerzése 17 Punjap pg, T rozpyr Districy,

nsys GPerations, Pu;ljazneml Popyq.
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Too much reliance cannot be placed on the infer
from the figures given in the above table, since a district
graphical area and the inflow and outflow of populati
factor, cannot be ignored. With this re
mentioned below

€nces to be arawn

on, as g disturbing

SCrvation, somge inferenceg are

The age pyramid has a broad base ang tapers

314 persons per thousand of the population are below the age of 10 and
only 84 of the age of 55 years and above, Roughly speaiip e
of every ten persons are below the ageof 15, fiye in
to below 55, and only one past the age of 55,

ather ob]iquc]y :

g, four out
the gtoups |5 years

The males below the age of 15 years are 426 per tho
The corresponding figure for the females is 442,
ween 15 and below 55 years,
but the females are 480, Covered b
are 89 and the females are only 78.
tunately, still do not receive the same

. ys, and afte 1 N
they have the extra handicaps of - 'Marriage,
domestic life.

usand majes :
In the age-groups bet-

5 per thousang males
Y ages 55 years ang above

: » the males,
The girls jp the rurg]

Itis a daily observation that a large number of
villages to the towns for education
them leave their families in thei
by themselves. When past the
them return to their villages.
reflected in the statistics of the r

' persons shift frq
and livelihooq, The low-pa; e

The effect of this t

ype of movement ;
)
ural and urbap a

S in the ruraj
The correspondin

‘ g
are 444, 475 and 81, ang for the

Marital Status.—In the following table,
Census, the persons in different g
Moga and Muktsar tahsils, tran
are further classified accordin

according to the 1961
£C-groups in the District (including the
sferred to the Faridkot District in 1972)
g to their maritg) Status, To Comprehend

females, for the District, a5 5 whole, and fop nd urb
are distributed according to marital statyg - urban areas,

One thousand males and females,

. Classifie
marital Status,

d according to their
as per the 1961 Census, ip the Firozpup
—

e ————————

*Latest data are 0ot available,
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ils, trans-
District (including the Moga and Muktsar tahsi

ferred to the Faridkot District in 1972).

Urban

Marital Status ~ ——=——=—""" Pemales  Males Females

Males  Femalés Males

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
311-15 56119 50831
423-60  408-40 423 67

Total .. 1,000 1,000

: 59303
Never married 386 -51 51060

36585
i 373-96 423 -61 . -
oo ) 38-04 63 98 39-57 63 -38 321
Widowed )
067 (1}
' a0 1-06
Divorced or 0.93 Lo L o
separated - - >
Unaspecified Status 0-56 679
. ( . 12, Firozpur
. f India, 1961 Punjab Distriei Census Handbook No
(Census of India, s -
T as a whole, 59 per cent of the

. i District, . -
. ticed that in the : he higher propo
f il b noclent of the females are unmarried. . T e gw hich aspect
males and 31 perrricd males is due to the shortage of females,
tion of the unma

ith earlier. Correspondingly, there is a; i::sgher propor:

o ot tho ma ‘_Nlt mong the females than among the males. |
o e i les was higher in the towns than in
e 2?1: married females was almostbzlex:

i 1 and urban areas. This situation ml;glz) ]:;::fewer
e o the better f cial position among the towns peo;:m,ls
poreon th;::tttzrdi:;inmarriage because of the lack of means.
persons

i f the m
The proportion O :
the villages, but the proportion 0

; lanation for
. d there is always an exp 1
. in India is universal an ried males an
Vasriage ™ Inr an old spinster. Out of the .unlmairn the Diserict.s
an old bachelor o 5.13,997 and 3,79,241 respectively * the ago of
(omales numbm‘mtgher’e ;Jere on les per thousand pas
in the rural areas

s hor f the females
h er married and only 4 spinsters per thousand o
34 years who nev
past the age of 24 years. The corresp

onding figures for the urban areas
were 24 and 5 respectively.

W Urban Ar
(.l) Distribution of Population between Rural and 'eas
1 b A

il-wise distribution of the
According to the 1981 Census, the tahsil-wise dis

ahsils
ude those pertaining to the Moga and Muktsar

* The above data incl dto the Faridkot Distriot in 1972.

which weze trangferre
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population between the rural and urban areas in the District was as under :

Distriet Tahsil Persons Males  Females
Total  District 13,072,804 694,280 6,13,524
Rural 10,09,733  5,35,609 4,74,124
Utban 2,98,071  1,58,671  1,39,400
Hirozpur Tahsil 4,36,655 2,31,582 2,05,073
Rural 3,14,014  1,66,614 1,47 400
Urban 1,22,641 64,968 57673
Zira Tahsil 2,95,958  1.57,705 1,38,253
Rural 2,67,049 142,221 1,74,828
Urban 28,909 15,484 13,425
Pazilka Tahsil 5,75,191  3,04,993  2,70,198
Rural 4,28,670  2,26,774  2,01,896
Urban 1,46,521 78,219 68,302

T

Source : Director, Census Operations, Punjgb.
(iii) Displaced Persons

The partition of the country in 1947 resulted in an unprecedented
migration of the minority communities from both sides of the border.
The Muslims from the Firozpur District (including the Moga and Muktsar
tahsils, transferred to the Faridkot District in 1972) migrated to Pakistan,
from where the Hindus and the Sikhs migrated to India and settled in this
District. Among all the districts in the Punjab, the Firozpur District
accommodated the largest number of the refugees from Pakistan, Of

these, about four-fifths settled in the rural areas and the rest in the urban
areas of the District.

The table given in Appendix on pages 98.99 ghows the
details of therefugee populationby the district of the origin in Pakistan,
settling in the Firozpur District,

(b) Languages

According to the 1961 Census, there is an almost bilatera) distribution
in the District (including the Moga and Muktsar tahsils, transferred to
the Faridkot District in 1972) in regard to the mother-ton’gue ; two-thirds
of the people gave it as Punjabi and one-third as Hindi. The: Assamese,

.
TAHSIL- WISE POPULATION
FIROZPUR DISTRICT

1981
s wean-ITE-FEMALE e
Y Ylitl
600 - -~ 600
550 — i — 550
- i — 500
450 — A = as0
400 = =] — 400
— )'{
\/‘
350~ =V - 1350
‘ %
300~ ~ 300
:"\X
250 -~ EXOES — 250
Y.
200 = 1K - 200
¢
150 hand /\‘ — 150
: A
100 = - 100
9
50 — fIllIh - 50
e l
0 x} ] 5
FIROZPUR l FAZILKA
- ZIRA -
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Malayalam and Tamil languages were returned by some persons in the
Defence services. The following table shows the distribution of persons

by the mother-tongue :

Mother Tongue Number Per 1,000
Punjabi 10,83,807 670
Hindi . 5,27,940 326
Urdu 1,643 1
Tamil 1,238 1
Assamese 630 1
Malayalam 794 1
Other languages 3,064

—_— L ~ . _ R

(Census of India, 1961, Dlstrict Census Handbook No. 12, Firozpur District,

pp 36, 252-53)

Under the Punjab Official Language Act, 1967+, Punjabi in the
Gurmukhi script was introduced as the otﬁclfil l.anguagc of the State on
13 April 1968. The Act provides that Punjabi shall be used fo}- such
official purposes of the State and from such‘ dates as may bfe specified by
notifications to beissued from timeto time. For o.ﬂicu?l work at the
district level and below, Punjabi has replaced English in almost all

matters, except those relating to accounts, technology, etc.

tion of Hindi, the Punjab Government holds seminars,

r the promo : ;
Fo p etc. from time to time,

kavi sammelans (poetical symposia),

(c) Religions and Castes

Principal Communities

According to the 1971 Census, the population of the District was
10.44,936. The Sikhs form the majority and the Hindus come next. In
,44,936. ver, the Hindus form the majority and the Sikhs

the urban areas howe . n the
come next Th; majority of the Sikhs reside in the rural areas. The

#The Act of 1967 repealed the Punjab Official Languages Act, 1960,
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religion-wise population is as under :

—_——
Religion Persons Males Femalea
Sikhs 5,63,130 3,00,782 2,62,348
Hindus 4,60,657 2,44,746 2,15,911
Christiang 14,343 7,599 6,744
Muslimg 4,216 2,278 1,938
Jains 754 396 358
Buddhists 438 285 153
Other religions
Religion not stated 1,398 1,180 218
Total . 10,44,936 5,57,266 4,87,670

(Statistical Abstract of Punjab, 1980, pp. 62-—65)

Sikhs.—The word ‘sikh’ has jts origin from the Sanskrit word ‘shishya’
which means 2 ‘disciple’.  Sikhs are the followers of Gury Nanak Dev
and believe in the teachings of the Ten Gurus and the Guru Gransh
Sahib. The creed of Guru N,

anak Dev is summed up
brotherhood of map.»
ship and are against ascet

in the simple formula,
The Sikhs are mono-
icism and casteism,

“the unity of God and the
theists, opposed to idol wor:

Next to Parsis, the Sikhs are the
country. Also, as soldiers, farmers Y are at the top.
They are also good technicians, mechanics, carpenters, artisans and
engineers. The vast majority of the Sikhs are Deasants, living in scattered
villages and hamlets,

trict (including the Moga and Muktsar tahsils,
District in 1972) was 3,63,130, which formeq 53.8 per cent of the total
population. The Sikhs include Jats, Khatris, Aroras, Kambohs and the

Scheduled Castes. A few sects among them are Nihangs, Namdharis,
Nirankaris, etc.

transferred to the Faridkot
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i o played a conspicuous

Hen?’ menﬁo:' llcllllai',ul:: zaxeoﬁzzfgdhﬁéc:?difg yto their account,
par't du::sﬁort h‘la(a;rai ruled at Lahore, and his brother, I.(ah-)att,h a: ];(::;1;1;
;‘hl:;liaa:ltler dro:/e out Kalrai, who ?ook ref:g;hiwll(:; SO;:::;:ﬁ :ed poccan
nd Kaioos his’ dal{ghtel;-m: h;:;:;‘t az exile. , He went to Varanasi
- KalP&}t- i d c’m which account he obtained t-he name of
Bedi. Al & t%'e (‘},e 3: ’were Khatris and included the Bedis, Treha.ns(;
Bratias nod 5 Slk'h lIiTral:nak belonged to the Bedi caste a!-ld Gu.r}x G.Obltllll
Simgt o SOdmz' caste. The most important Sodhi fam111e§ ;n .le
Si?gh' . thehso: lof Gutix Har Sahai. The Gur.u Har Sahlelu arr:;ty
Dls"-ﬂ?t arecc;ss(;:)n directly from Guru Ran'ldas, with whom the g
tsl;i‘:s'll'?n:;le of Amritsar is intimately associated.

Jats

Bishnois.

i erous villages in the sand;t trac.ts of
S'idlms'——TheZS' :ih;:;;;: :zdllil;nt]he cast of the Fazilka Rohl.f :ﬁg?nu
s the mout at{d dl ent from Batera, who had four sons, on; ° decen;
e o s wn lnh e:ncestor of the Brars. Brar was the ex.ght . ni ocent
namedBBur’ v];tlz ihe Sidhus and the Muhammdan Bhatti Rajputs
from Bur.

lan.
that they belong originally to one and the same clan

ides three others who embraced
ur and Dhul, bes1des. . IS :
Brar had t‘;zs:l::;rzadescended the Mahra]klfln fa.mlhes. a'lll‘ge ggr:;;-
P haraj was Mohan. Mohan, with his sons.  grand-
grandson o Ma‘ District about 1580 and settled at Mah‘ara_], a
oo catl:e :‘oMtgng calling the village by the name of their ancestor.
the south o ,

i er, where he had revolted against the
i Mo?anart}:lii'lllael;a]l:inm in battle. He anfi his son, Rup Cl;;llllldt,ti

- Chat-tal‘ sal‘n’ﬂocks and herds to Bathinda, which was then the 1 as
migrated with 11 is, however, resented this incursion of th? new sett et;'
. e Bhamsl;lohan and Rup Chand were killed in th.e l?at e.
- attac!ce.d them f Mohan moved on and settled at. the Mari Sll;ht;l;
e remaiting 0 r:sent Village of Mahraj. This was in the tappg o "
1o tho south of 1107 der their leader Lala, greatly oppressed the desce
P Bhun]\:tmo’;ini Chand, who seems to have been the principal
dants of Mohan.
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man, appealed to Guru Har Rai who lived
had prophesied the future eminence of the d
Bhullars to make peace with them.

at Gurusar. The Guru, who
escendants of Phul, advised the

Duni Chand led his people (o the
Ramsara Pond and there Karam Chand founded Mahraj, in 1654. The

struggle with the Man Bhullars continued, but finally Lala was killed and
his tribe retreated before the Mohanki Clan, The descendants of Mohan,
despite continual struggleswith the Faridkot Barars, retained the posses-
sion of the Bahya Territory ; the name Bahya is derived from bais—22,
the number of their villages,

Phul separated himself from otherrs of his clan and founded the Villag:
of Phul., The ruling families of Patiala, Nabha and Jind, as well as the
Sardars of Bhadaur and Malaud, are the descendants of Phul, and are,
hence, known as the Phulkian familjes. The remainder of Mohan’s pos-
terity were simple cultivators, but, owing to their being so nearly related
to the great cis-Satluj rajas, they came under the exclusive dominion of
none of them. Sometime before the First Anglo-Sikh War (1845-46)

they agreed to put themselves under the British rule, and were allowed to
hold their land revenye free in perpetuity,

tn, however, they were given an outlyj
where they founded the village of Sema.

emigrated and founded a number of village:
tahsils,

In later times, some of them
$ in the Fazilka and Muktsar

Sardul Chand, another son of Mohan, also received po share in the
division of the Couatry, as he refused t

Subah of Sirhind ; hence his desce
Patti Karam Chand, kn
Mohan, gave his name to Patti Sanwa].

Bega and Dipa. Lal Chang founded pyp

Kala Bega (Lahra Bega) and Dipa fouyp
OWwn part of Patti Sanwsa.

O contribute to the r
ndants on|
own as Thullg Sardul,

evenue, paid to
Y hold a small portion of

Sanwal, grandson of
He had three sons, Lal Chand,
liand Dhilwan, Bega founded

ded Mari, Dipa’s descendants
Karam Chapg had five sons, The descendants

" second influx seems to have taken

71
PEOPLE

1 ] H - l; d
? S n heta, hlS thll’d S ', 3
alm, W })

hir, founded Bajuana.

s Kala, gave his name to
‘wise known as Kala, gave )
i Chand, who was otherwisc kno alla - whereas his
P tt'li(ul}l (h;llils son, Dalla, founded Butj Dalla and Ganga,
atti Kala, , )

i hana.
other sons, Khumara and Fatta, colonized Natha

nded the Kaithal, Arnauli, Jhumba
From Sidhu,s.:-::l’ Bsuer\,/cjz “i‘;’]s: ge;cs of Barars of this l?ranch wh}?aiti)l/]]; |
D f'aml : aécount of one of their ancestors, Bhal_ Bha};};tu, having
e e he ervice of the Sikh Guru, are se'ltled in other ;haigof
o attadllled'tol’taliz:na known as the Bhuchho villages. The
of the Mahraj s

Arnauli holds six of these villages in jagir.

the Sidhus outside the Mahraj Pargana i{; ]::;
d are related to the Fam%kot fa¥n11y. Vhen
hey seem to have been a wild seml-sa?;igz fpth :)ir ,
ivi tancous produce of the jung?rle and on the l::,able hei
g o by how to make chapatis. It seems pr e from
i a‘:ld l']ar('i]y kl:lcl:t whole of the tribe was not the same dei;z n;em-
it mdlcatlor1ls ding families had associated with themse]13ves the mem-
that a nucle.uS of ea'besgnot differing very widely frox‘J‘m @e auri 2 of th
e tf; them took to calling themselves Sldhu§ or Gaze:
e e ¥ dapted from the 1889 edition of tl'ne Firozpur ”
o Do ot ls’f fcr;r it is not known. From their appe?ra;]ce 0
tteerl,dbuttthena:ml::tcliotlgeysidhus”with the Baurias or other aboriginals.
would not co .

The greatest part of
descendants of Saxfgal" an
they came to this District, t

to have been two invasions of the Sidhu Barars. The
ar to

Tllzge;app:h of the clan are said to have founded Mahraj about 1650
Mohanki bran

1d that tract. The
i Bhullars who then he
after struggle wifh (1 Mans a2 place some fifty years later under the
i driven out of the
ief when the Gills were
i Kot Kapura Chie Is we out ofthe
S theFardikot District) ilaga and 'thelr City of Dand fand
Bagha Purana ( d by a large theh near Rajlana)- was de,stfoyed. Their
(nol‘)” lrelt)reljzlrl:::ter 1}; summed up in the proverb Tikka Dhaliwal da, Cha
turbulent ¢

dhar Gharewal da, Barchhi Barar di.

i i ther a
hemselves Sidhu Barars, having ra
ts generally call t
prefe':-:ll_::c:3 ?‘z thg;: name of Sidhu over that of Barar.

i ins of the Sidhus, which are
-four sections or muhins o : . .
There are -twe;tzﬂria, Mahramia, Darake, Mahrajke, Ratia, Blixulll::
nan{ed ; Ratha:a, Bhukun, Jaid, Barar, Pahloke, Sara, Manoke, Kho. arke,
?I::l:: B::li?:ee,Amunke, Achal, Aspal and one or two others.
T t 4 £
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After the Barar and Mahrajke sections, the most important of these
are Jaid, Sara, Mahramid, Darake and Harike,

of Rajp
clear where this place was,
effect that the Raja had no ¢
marri:d Jat woman,

ousy, in the jungle. The infant acci-
dentally found by the King’smi nister and cateq it Gill from the place where

he was found, gil/ meaning moisture,  Another version is given in L.H.
Griffin’s Punjab Chiefs, i

. hild, who was exposed was
the son of Gill, and §, d and fondled by a tiger
Gill. The Sher Gil are one

uts who ruled a¢ Garhmathala. Tt is not
The name Gy jg explained by a story to the
Rajputni wives and, therefore,

Gills. There are tw The Wadan Gills say that

» Who built the Fort of Bathinda,

S0 named, it is said, because he buried 4 Banian, ca]leq Bhatia, in the

foundations.
The_Wadan Gills were settled about the beginning of the scventeenth
century in the south and west of Moga, the tract Bow occupied by the
Barars. Their principal towns were Rajj

: ana and Dapdy Minda, the latter now
a mound of ruins near Sekh

a Kalan. The Gijig still go to Rajiana, though

it now belongs to the Barars, in the desi month of Chet and perform the
Jathera ceremony of §cooping

one of the Gills ; , SO of Sangay, having been married to
ider as i ise the
Barars considerably in the social scale, considered to raise

hers and mep of importance among the

Ausang (whose descendants

descendants live in Map huganwan
and Landeke) ; and Sandali (whose slivein Ko:rin:,;dcnﬂiewala.
The Sher Giflg ar

© mostly to be foyng ; : .
of the Zira and Firozpur tahsils, % the Majha and in_the south

€Y are said to pe the descendants of
two brothers, Dhao ang Raja, Raiq had i
Augar and Konr j four sons, viz, Dhude, Sane,

3
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i iest of the Jat
iw: Dhariwals were the earlies .

iwals,—The Dhaliwals or AW ir origin is uncertait

ib sD l:?)l::la::)lish themselves in this District. Then.r or;lgi::lll l:hey -

.':;‘ll t;ey can tell is that they came f;zm ];I;al’:;;g;; tvlvy + branch of the

. ey

5 in the south of India. & clan. They are

bome:vlt;:lraettlintfibe- The Raja of Dhopur was .Of tg‘:z piizcipal villages

g're'a into two sections, the Udis and the Mams. e Dol
d;vn;iedéit‘o are Ransi, Salabatpura and Bilaspur, Saido

ot the 18 ’

belong to the Mani section.

headquar-
Kangar, a littlet to the south of th: l\t';(f@]‘) ?;:;iarﬁ‘z:ig;er of I?rhhr
ters of the Dhaliwa’ b;t:rrr?:clll z :;?;n(l)peror Akbar, Itisrelated the;,ta :‘1‘1:
Mitha of Kangar wl:11 sr at a well in her native village. She ha(:1 two gomlg
Emparor frst 52 len her head ; at the same time, she caught ach' ope
(pitchers) of water 0 aped from its owner, putting her foot on o
buffalo whlcn had ;SC ;’d thus held the headstrong animal withou osing
atached fo its 1?;elah, a::ame up to claim it. The Emperor wlz:s S;:; e
her balance.untl i fe t of strength and courage that he made her eous’
delighted with this fea uld be the mother of childrenno less'coure;gMian
inthe hopes that S1e }V(;her Mihr Mitha, he conferred the tlt}ehoK ian
than hers;lif- OI.la;irofaone ],Jundred and twenty villages, of which Kang.
and gave him a j

was the centre.

i i ugh called Mian, are s?id not to
Toe descendant: ‘t)f 1;:11:;1,1\/23?};? Zeferal genex:ations thellrml::lc:::
have been Conyel'te t v.(l)ra (Faridkot District), bore distinctly M hamma.
especially 27 Hm'm'la : t impossible that they conformed to the r; tixe of
dan mames, B atill the rise of the Sikh power encourageul : ntal o
the Mughal' EmI?CYOfS ;he Dhaliwal villages having been under ¢ tn;aﬁotl
e an I-Illl‘ldru li)r::t:iod than the rest of the Rohi country, the popula
from an earkie

i ings became
upon the land in course of time and the holdings
began to press

rather small . Kangar is preserved in their marriage cezexnonly
Their origin from the bridegroom’s father to call out : Nz{mo‘

tomary for hla makan hai” and the Kangar f"'h”s'

Kanga’; I;;ate of the largesse made to the menials.

when it is cus !
Kangar da Mira:l:e larges
ives _ L
o The Khosas are a strongly marked tribe, h‘ﬂflzﬁd“;l{?;:
Khosas.—1he ction of the three tahsils Zira, Fxrnzp o el
mostly near the Jus They say that they are Tunwar Rajputs fro cestor
(Faridkot District). resembling that of the Gills, of their an

’ - ed .
and theyhl;a\:e 1::31‘:”08“ as an infant, and miraculously preserved ;
Randhir having

he was sheltered by a kite.
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Sandhus.—The Sandhus of this Distric

Majha, Many were brought over into t
Sardars during the time of their rule.
Kalan, Valtoha, Chabba, Bharap
villages are found in the south o
group of Sandhus

t have mostly come from the
he Zira Beq by the Ahluwalia
Their principal villages are Sarhali
a and Munawan, Some other Sandhy

f Firozpur. There is another important
in the Fazilka Tahsil,

at Muktsar, The
The Importance of the Kangs

» deseended from the famous Targ
Singh Gheba, held Jagirs in the Fj The Mang are
Their original

those of Darolj in the Moga Tabhsil,

The Bagri Jags are emigrants frop,

most important agricultural tribe of the D re the partition of
1947.  Most of them being Muslimsg Migrated ¢, Pakistan. The Hindy
Rajputs are unimportant, There is a Rathore family in the Firozpur
Tahsil, and there are some is in the Fazilka Tapsj),

Hindus, €nsus,
District was and 2,1
lation,

—According to the 1971
4,60,657 (2,44,746 males
about 44 per cent of the total popu
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. ived from the River
ical expression derive "
indu’is a geographlc‘:’l ame of our country
The v«{ord Hnlli'd;l;ian and Indus in Greek). ] e l:,' inally meant only
oindhs (lindu lfr'l : the Indus, and the term Hmc;i'u C; ime ‘0 be known
is also derived from > THEES fessed by the Indians ¢ beiofs
. ligion profes . ame to the set of beli
‘Indian’. Later, the rcl did not give any name 10 nted
P Vedic Aryans ies, the heritage represe
as Hinduism. The In later centuries, _ ired
hem. In N 1 law) acquire
that had come (i]o:;n .‘;irtriti s (system of individual and socia )
. ¢ 2"
by the Vedas an

Recligion.
. or Fternal
. anatan Dharma iths and is difficult to define.
the mame of 5 rises many traditional falfhs' ax?:l l:re religions. Itis
Hindmsn.l FO mlﬁ the sense Islam and chnsu-aﬁlgr a scripture like the
fLis not a rehglon'ngle founder prophet or melsmz fined dogma to which
not ascribed to a si it have a clearly de that
ible—nor does i refore, to say
Quran or the B‘lable w:d 1t has become custon;iafy,tg;: way ;f life. A
H tbeo ¢ . . to define A
allegiance mus ife. It is difficult ora
L f life. : , a vegetarian
Hinduism is a way ootheist or monist and an idolater 8
on
Hindu can be a m . igious, viz.
-vegetarian. common to all Indian religious, -
non-veg however, two dogmas f reincarnation and the transmi
There are, ’ he theory of reinc theist
. ma and the ) : be defined as a
the doctrine of kla ! Broadly speaking, a Hmd“b’_ntalf death and rebirth.
gration of the sou- and believes in the cycle of birth,
who accepts karma

turies, is a complex
. d over the cen ) L
indui it has develope the intermingling
Just as Hmdm?;;lzis as a people are the productsofhe Huns, the Scy-
of several cultllfez number of invading tribes, SuChtaeam of Hindus along
of many races.M gols have been absorbed in the ssr
. e Mon ; iterraneans. .

thians and th Australoids and Medite Sagotra marciages are
with Dravidians, bserve endogamy and exogamy. tes. Thereis sapinda

Most Hindus obs ng the twice-born castes. ; o

. rmitted among t meanings : ‘those w,
traditionally n(:]t p:u Hindus. Sapinda flas teW:’v bo are united by offering
exogamy ?r;lo ff the same body’ ; and thzs ncestors’. Marriage taboos
share partic Csd ice (pinda) to the same dead a indu Marriage Act of 1955
balls of cooked r unity to community. The ;{:1111 t’s side and three on the
differ from coramul tions on the fathe A is is

. ithin five genera . -cousins where this i
bars marriage WI]t?.hltn it permits the marriage of eross co‘\l?Vhétever the law,
mother’s side. th also permits sagotra marrlag?s. Mt hradeiy
customary.  The indu marriages, there still rem; l?sgre To Brahmins,
et Tt be performed by pret e e Tt hand of the bride)
ment. It must be l;a,,am (the groom holding the rig e sites that unite the
i igra rem
the rite of Pa."’f; king the seven steps) are the sup the matching of horos-
and saptapadl((l y system still prevails ; so, too, A
WI
couple. The do -
—— 0. Do, 2239
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The Hindus in the District belong to different casteg and subcastes, viz,
Brahmins, Khatris, Aroras, Banians, Suds,

Bagris, Rajputs, Scheduled
Castes, Backward Classes, The Khatris are

more important as a land-
holding class than as 3 trading class, The Aroras form the largest trading
class in the District, Nearly all the i

section, there being also 5 few Oswals anq Mabhesris, Though 4 few, the
Suds are of some importance as traders,

The Hindus comprise

different Sects, such ag Sanatan
Dharam, Arya Samaj, Dey Samaj, Bishnoj ang Radhasoami, of these,
the Bishnoi and Dey Samaj require notice,
Bishnoj

from the twenty-njpe (Bish
founder of the Sect, The Bi i

dress and other characteristics of the Bagris; byg they try o sink their
tribe in their religion and give thej ; :

they give of the founder of their sect jg as follows:
age south of Bikaner (Rajasthan), there liveq o Rajp
Laut, who had attained the 5 i years apq
day, a neighbour £oing to sow his £

» 8nd, deeming it 5 bad
an, turned from hijs PUrpose. This cut Laut

» Vanishe
a child miraculously appeared in 1 gyp

suckled by his wife Hansa, This ha
For seven years, the boy, who w
played with his fellows, and then

s l}ouse and wag iraculously
ppenefl In Sambat 1508 (a.p. 1451),
as an InCarnation (autar) of Vishny,

for 27 Years he tended
aye : Cattle,
this time he spoke no word. His Miracu]oyg Powers weieﬂs;ol:lt: ?llll

various ways, such as producing sweets from p othing
i i or -
tion of his companions, and he became ke as 8 for the dejecta

. wn the A
wonder), whence hig name of Jhamba, by which e ig gene::l‘l'mb::o(the
After 34 years, a Brahuman Was sent for to gey him to gpeq) a{:d onvll:i:
]
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ji again showed his power by lighting a
ing his failure, Jhambaji again is fi vord. He
1::fes;;nsgimply snapping his fingers, and uttered. his f::sstanv(vizm o
thelf ;dopted the life of a teacher and went to re51de. ?and was buried
48 km. south of Bikaner, where after 51 yea(rjs’ hI(-:I dlc;id not marry but
: . i Hindu. He
- ing burnt like an ordinary is sayings (sabd),
:in“z: (:i (l)lt;:;::all]f to the life of an asceu(': Teachcr. H;]s Za)z:egz h(anded
- be ing 120, were written by his d,'sap les, anfi ha;facter and in a
(Illum : agbook,(pothi) which is written in the Nagr‘l c :ialect‘ He gave
I:izgildialed similar to Bagri, seemingly a Marwari
29 precepts for the guidance of his followers.

iri d are notedf
. drugs and spirits, an
ishnois abstain from tobaCC‘?’ ill they not
f 'l];hi ]rael:l:r]c(lnfor animal life which is such thatﬂl:oitr (:]l:zov:: . pfevent
b e; kill any living creature, but they do the oon, they observe
ens o doing so. The day before the new m fields or in the
oy f:::)mth :ndga day of fasting, doing no work in ttl;hem ::-m'ng in the
11:,1::3 saTth bathe and pray thre.e ﬁl“‘le? ahdagiShInlL”.e Their clc;thing is
ft . on and in the evening, saying “Bisnho heir women do not allow
the oo hat of other Bagris, except that .t eir v llen clothing.
e waise . tbz seen, and are fond of wearing black :‘::’ is 2 common
Ty st t0 articular about ceremonial punity, a’; 20camels  and
They are v.eryBI.’ hnoi’s food is on the first of a string o ting, the Bichosi
Py th:t lfoi:helrs caste touches the last camel of the string,
2 man of an X it away.
will consider his food defiled and throw ].t o i‘y]lows :
initiation (pahul) is as fo : -
e ceremo?;g;::::rtztivgishnois assemble, and b;fuclrt: :::n; :v:e
T Ol . s . ins
adh l?isll:ll:zb;ﬁ“t after Hghting & s;éll:.lef:czlﬁze gl:t’:: in a new earthen
. R ith. He then L.,
In the duties (l::'c‘;;:a:;ys in a set from (Bishnogayatr), stirring it all the
vessel over w

d after asking the consent of the
while with l,lis Stl:ing of t:)e:::stg:‘:‘;)t:: three times into the. hands of thf;
assembled Bishnois, he I;f The novice’s scalp-lock (choti) is then cut :
Dovice who dn'nks it e:; t:or the Bishnois shave the whole head b?:d t:
ot eaye s el ek ke the other Hiaduss butthy alow the be
not leave a scall?- loch chin on the father’s death. Iflfant-baptlsm b:: al::
grow, only shavnng.t eda s after the birth, the child, whether Zl iy
Practized, and thirty Zies t (saadh) in much the same way ag an a ;
girll, . baptifled b{):‘h:’gyer is different (Garhb-gayatri), and the prie
Only the set form

a1 5o i child’s
Pours a few drops of water into the child’s mouth, and gives the

ted water to drink; at the
. fuls of the consecra ; i
relatwe.s each three ha::?ps off the child’s hair, This baptlsmal.ceremo:;
:l:n ‘;I:Ismt: th:‘fl::tﬂ:)e; purifying the house which has been et
ee

the birth (sutak).
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' The Bishnois marry among themselves only
their oxzn. They do not revere Brahmans, but ha\;
own, chosen fro i iy
do 1ot burn th 'md among the laity. These saadhs are celit :

; eir dead, but bury ot bates. They
dr.c:‘?uentec‘i by cattle, such as a cattle-pen. They Obsere-stla 1 or na place
i erent irom‘ that of other Hindus, After sunset ve the Holi in
till the next forenoon, when after he ~insct on that day, they fast

arin .
Prahlad o 8, read the ace -
was tortured by his infide] father H'lrnak;schmfl‘mt of how
. N . « b4 ()r bll' -
ered by Vishny b clieving
and mourning cyer

and by 3 ceremony of

a way

. - considerati
. , education €ration. As such,
The Dev Samajis do not believe in the :)l(;:()ral and reclamation work

en .

from meat, wine ; ¢
and other Intoxicants, € of God. They abstain
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The society runs a good number - of schools and colleges in the
District.

Scheduled Castes

According to the 1971 Census, the number of persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes in the District was 1,89,918 (1,02,488 males and 87,430
females), forming 18.2 per cent of the total population. Of these, 1,57,210
were rural and 32,708 urban. They include both the Hindus and the
Sikhs. Only 16,802 persons (14,080 males and 2,722 females), i.e. 8.85

per cent of them were literate.

Throughout the past, the Scheduled Castes have remained backward
and down-trodden and have been treated as untouchables. After Indepen-
dence, untouchability has been made a legal offence. Steps have also
been taken by the Government of India to ameliorate the condition of the
Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes. A certain percentage of va-
cancies for posts under the Government are reserved for them. Land
is allotted to the landless Harijan cultivators. Loans and granis are given
to enable them to start small and medium-scale industries. Some other

concessions are also given to them.

Christians.—The Chritsians in the D strict are both Catholics and
Protestants. The Catholics believe in Trinity, i.e. Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, united in one god head. As the followers of Jesus Christ,
they owe their allegiance to the Holy Church, founded by Jesus Christ
and entrusted to Peter, the first vicar (the Pope). His Holiness the Pope,
who resides in the Vatican City, is the supreme religious head of the Catho-
lics. The Protstants are the adherents of Refined doctrines. According
to the 1971 Census, the number of Christians in the District was 14,343,

Muslims.—The Muslims migrated to Pakistan en masse on the parti-
tion of the country in 1947 and, according to the 1961 Census, their num-

ber in the District was only 4,216.
The Muslims essentially believe in : namely

(1) One God or Allah, (2) angels, (3) the Koran, (4) the Prophets,
) Judgment, paradise and hell and (6) the divine decrees. The five
Primary duties, called the five pillars of Islam are : (1) repetition of the
creed or kalimah every day, (2) prayer (3) alms-giving, (4) fasting during
the month of Ramzan and (5) pilgrimage to Mecca. Apart from Ram-
zan, the other principal feasts are the Bakrid and the Shab-e-Barat.
According to Islam, the daily prayer, called the mamaz, has to be per- .
formed five times a day. In addition to the usual numaz of every day,
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special namaz is held in the mosques every Friday, and generally the
Muslims make it a point to attend this prayer.

The two main sects of the Muslims are Sunni and Shia,

Jains.—According to the 1971 Census, the number of Jains in the
District was 754. There are IWo major sects among the Jains ; the
Shvetambara (their monks are clad in white) and the Digambara (their
monks are clothed by the elements).

Jains believe that the universe is infinite and cternal, and not created
by any God. They worship the Jina or the Conqueror, who by his picus
deeds and acts of self-denial in his past lives had overcome worldly

passions, and hence freed himself from the unending cycle of rebirths,
and attained moksha (salvation).

The Jain doctrine is based on the fundamental principle of ahimsa

or non-violence. The rules of ahimsa and self-denial are observed and the
Jains are strict vegetarians,

For all jains, fasting 'and austerity are considered "essential for self-
purification. They lay stress on mental discipline to obtain self-centrol,
concentration in contemplation, and purity of thought.?

Budhists.—At the time of the 1971 Census, the number of Buddhists
in the District was 438.

(d) Social Life

The caste feeling in the society is getting relaxed day by day and the
people of different castes mix together quite freely in their day-to-day life.
With regard to the Scheduled Castes, however, some sort of aversion still
does seem to persist in social contacts, particularly in the rurg] areas, in
spite of the passage of the Untouchability(Offence) Act, 1955,

The influence exercised in the past by the bradari on an individual
with regard to his social and personal behaviour is also on the wane,

Particulary in the urban areas.. In the villages, however, the hold of the
bradari does persist to a great extent.

Under the stresses and “strains of t
set-up, the joint family system is breaki
of a family, however, generally make it g point to join at the time of marri-

age, death or other special occassions. As far ag possible, people also

try to help financially or in Some other way their parents or other near
relations.

he modern social and economic
ng up day by day. The members

"The Tlustrated Waekly of India, Aonua] 1972, People of INDIA pp.67— 69

PEOPLE 81

With the spread of education and enlightement, the practice of purdah

on-
isappreared. However, among some ¢
among women has almost disappreared

) g he Bagris and
Servative sections of the people in the rur. al arcas, such as 1 &
Bishnois, it is still observed strictly.

i i f property has
i it: —The ruleofinheritance o
(i) Property and Inheritance. ruleol it o Act. 1956,
undergone a change with the passage ol the ‘Hm'du Suwtsljclaoi]—lindus o
Under the Act, which governs the inheritance among )

. d is distri-
Sikhs, the Jains and the Budhists, the property of the decease

i mother.
buted equally among sons, daughters, the widows and the

adoption
The Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act, 1956;5:‘:; ;;S the adop
of children and the maintenance allowance to .

. lamic

Muslims are governed by the Shariat Act, 193t7. (}fJ?szrdeIcZ::el:i

) ifc inherit the property .

Law, the sons, daughters and wife m i f marriage.
The wife is the sole owner of mehr given to her at the time o g2

. ian Succession
Inheritance among Christians is governed by the Ind

Act, 1925, |
(i) Marriage and Morals

the usual practice
. . amy has become oo
Marriage.—Now-a-days, monog . have been classified by
; Marriages have
amon sople except the Muslims. : ) ood
Manug'thte p:(')plit typcqp out of which the first four are c'of{151f.er§§1s%aker;
mio I S atto
Whereas the resgt are considered improper. No such ic;a:l al:e etformed.
into account these days. Generally, arranlg];dselr;l:trf aiuitable boy either
. ; a
The parents of a marriageable girl gener ir relations
throufgrf:fisr (z)wan efforts or with the assistance ij OI;net;: ::Z’ r (barber)
o . ly performed by oo
or f se duties were formerly : i relations
but rl;ends'. ’[j?le%ees his services are utilized for informing ::1; Among
ow in villa ceremony.
and acquaintancfs about the time and tl;e :Ifi?;i eodf tt}})\iough advertisement
: is also
the ad families, the matter is ) ee the boy and
in new:?):;?ris It has’now become a common pr ac'tlc‘: o ’
R . . tiations.
the girl by the parties before settling the nego - .
minaries have bz2n sattled, a spacxfjlc date is 1x'ed
fo t:th e prdm(q)‘nvth:rixed day, the father of the }?rll’l accofr‘nt;;lan;t:rl
Tth: enyieament. v e father o €
by som: Jreglatives visits the house of the boy. w’illlx sweets and money
offers seven dried d,ateS (chhuaras) to the boy along

. boy receives these
. his forehead. The :

and app; lak or tikka to th mutual
pres:ﬁ: he:n?eeat;s[aone dried date. The ceremony ends wi

Congratulations.

Among the Bishnois it is the
the betrothal. The party goes {0 t

boy’s party which takes the initiative in
he girl’s house and the wemters sit on
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a chadar(sheet) in the courtyard, together with the girl’'s father and his
party. The boy’s father gives a rupee and a coconut to the girl’s father or
br‘other who accepts them by touching them with his forehead and then
after bowing his head (signifying namaskar), takes them inside his house
Thcn they ask cach other the names of the boy and the girl. The girl’s’
father distributes sweets and the ceremony is complete. The gift of the
coconut is the essential feature. Among the Bagri Suthars, each party
takes the initiative, il the boy’s party goes to the girl’s house t’he members
of it go through the same ceremonies as those among the Bis};nois whercas

if the girl's party takes the initiative, the ceremonies are the same as those
among the Bagri Jats,

At"_tcr the formal engagement, the sister or the sister-in-law of the
boy visits the girl's house and hands over the (Iupatta(headwear) and some
ornaments for the girl. This custom is called chunni Jarahna ( 0.
t}.1c headwear). Sometime after that, the horoscopes of the 1 pfesentlillg
girl are studied and the date of the marriage is fixed oY and the

. A' day before the date of the marriage, the sangeet(singi is held
in V\fh.lCh the women from among the relatives, friends angdng)' l}?b e
partlcflpate. On the day of the marriage, an hour or so :e;‘g Oulrlse
marriage-party starts in the evening, the sehra bandhi cerem N or'e t

formed. The marriage-party proceeds to the bride’s ho on'y AN
and show. The bridegroom rides a decorated mare a¢ tlllfe o Lo
party. On reaching the bride's house, milni (receptio . foad o e
that, the boy is asked to dismount and the jai prion) is held.  After
This ceremony consists the bride’s gali]a i
the dinner follows.

At the fixed auspicious time during the night
lanting the holy fire by the bridegroom o
performed. In the morning, the bridegroom
with the bride. Among the Bishnois, the
through a night long recitation of prayers b
marriage ceremony amongst the Jains is
Hindus. Instead of the services of a Br
availed of.

Among the Sikhs, the marria
to the Anand Karaj (literally,
of the Guru Granth Sahip.

phere (circumambu-
and the bride) ceremony is
Treturns to his house along
ord’s blessings are sought
by the gayan acharyas. The
vnrt?ally the same as among the
ahmin, those of a Jain priest are

8¢ ceremony is performed according
remony of bliss) rites in the presence
W generally done in the morning,.

the ce
It is no
The marriage among the Christ;
) : Tistians is perfromed in
a
relations and friends of both the bride and the brig church. The
to greet the couple. Tidegrocm assemble there
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The marriage among the Muhammadans is a mutual contract and
1s called nikah. It is also generally an arranged marriage.  After the
betrothal takes place, the date of marriage is fixed. The bridegroom
gives mehr, which is cxplicitly the property of the bride. 1he marriage-
party proceeds to the bride’s house. In the case of the Sunnis, the

. vakil of the bride obtains her consent in the presence of two witnesses and

conveys it to the vakil of the bridegroom who sanctifies the marriage.
Among the Shias, the consent of the bridegroom is obtained in the first
instance.

A civil marriage is performed under the Special Marriage Act, 1954.
it takes place when either the parents of both the parties disagree to the
marriage or in case of a marriage within a sub-caste or between persons
belonging to two different communities. This type of marriage is not
popular.

Widow re-marriage

With the spread of education, enlightenment and progressive
ideas, widow re-marriage is gradually gaining favour among all classes
of the Hindus, Sikhs, etc. especially in the case of a widow of a younger
age, without any issue.

Among the Jats, the kareva or chaderandazi marriage is performed
in the following manner : The man puts a white sheet (chadar) over the
widow’s head in the presence of the brotherhood and distributes gur.
One corner of this sheet is coloured red or yellow. This constitutes the
ceremony and even this simple ceremony is sometimes dispensed with
and the parties simply live together as a couple. Among the Mahtams,,
the ceremony is the same. Among the Bagri Jats, the widow re-marriage
is known as natha. The widow puts on a red dress(orhna) and a red
sealing wax bangle(churi). The putting on of the cAuri constitutes the
re-marriage, as widows do not wear bangles. If anyone other than a
relation of the deceased husband is married to the widow he had to pay
something to the husband’s family.

Morals.—There is nothing particular about the standard of morals
in the District, as it is the same all over this region. The customary
conjugal relations usually prevail. Generally, all persons marry with the
exception of those who may be of unsound body or mind, disabled,
suffering from infectious diseases, extremely poor, or disreputed.

With the exception of the Muslims, polygamy is practised only in
exceptional circumstances, Polyandry does not exist. In the past, among
the Jats and some lower castes, however, a women might sometimes
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have b::g g
srrshared amon s soyer
of only (e n asaverad brothers, thoush recognis ifi
Y the eldest of (hem el the wite
Divorce
C. as a custom. js i
‘ » 1S confined onl
accordance witl . . "y to the Muhammadans i
o e 1 the Mubammadan law. Amonyg the Sjk} T
. /( ‘C > ‘. ; .o ¢ ‘ ‘ )
o ,pm o ¢ may be alfowedd by the court in exeepti N
‘ o | ‘ on
ed under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955

Hindus,
al crreumstances,

Prostitutior ;
h n cpde L .
of Immoral Traffi }f[‘d M the State with the Passage of the -
atdraffic in Wonen . nd Girls Act, 195¢ ' Suppression
! » P00,

disre : . . However .
gard of the traditionn!  culturai values wever. the growing

Indepen ani
endence has res o , among the people <
s resulted in mereasing moral laxity. Th people  since
’ . ¢ cases Of ]mm
$ oral

traffic in
f wom nerally e
engenerally escare the notice of the poli
- pohice. Only s
uch
The cases of elope-
rerly checked, as these

Cases as are reporte
e 'art. reporied to the police are investigated
N, enticemient and ui i e proy
and abduction als
also cannot be prg
are ally ¢ o
generally  caused by mutual consent e

.
Birth and Death Ceremoniey

Birth Ceremonies. '

n T Cere hi::;:s;r l/\r;]::n:n th‘c Hindus, (he birth ceremon;

il i Pirh o [ <,1 T hc} ceremony calley reet is mc’s med

close relations and ncinbh'jm”??’ wo- The [ pestant mothcrispermrmed

the ceremony ol"c///ur/; . ")().‘lv“ s. On the sixth night of birth of grccmd' o

i mons ef th.c, n; .(-/’.f: held when relations ang friends a:‘l‘male o,

o Am;m“ .i ‘1]10(..,;8‘2;]1!?10& the child aceording to jtg rseslelt]?b]c nd

e A thczhux] ]i" 18, ll?c Gurie Grangy, Sahib s opond

letter of first word of th; 1'ilfli s et

ot it ! ! ISUpassage on the Jeft age, cordi

ola eust to, thfzijoclilslid::p h, a woman is considclr)cdg im/p\li: rd“(;g o t'he

ined to e mf t'hc .vu.m/\' period, extending up tar;‘ ty duge.

3 and 5 years. This i Y\O‘ a ¢ is pe betwe the pars

g 3 years. . S generally observed op the Baj P
Ny 18 not cbserved among the Sikhs w

ceremony.  On the bir ’
th of a chilq |
for 1o bentin 1ld among the Christians, 4 priest i
’ IS sent

S is opened
ceinning with the first

; /S\;nong the Muhammadans |,
or. Sh: lies !
ADPAS3 UL to the child”

cotton soaked in | : : 'S given to ¢ ' i
s Sumrrxn:)l. dAflcr the child has been b'uhhz child with swab of
‘ ne I¢ reci ' athe .
child’s cars. 1oy é.hi.ld’:lc rfecites the by 0 or call’tothe e of the
S name i prayer int
the mother bathos, At bathi[:;th;n announced. After 11 to ]3°datyhse
, she ’

birth-chamb. , chan
er (zac/zc/1~kha,ma). CichmCisioies(/;i,r, ;h;gs and leaves the
a) 1s occassionally

performed in infancy,

all the sections of the people.

dead. The dcad body is
is taken to the crematicn-ground
religious creremonics the pyre is lit
the fourth day, called chautha, the ashns and p
are collected an
Among the Sikhs, the ashes arc generally
Paltapuri near Kiratpur (Disirict Rupnagar).

for thirteen days among the Hindus, e.g and for ten days among

the Sikhs.
y is buried in a
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but is generally deferred il the child is 5 to 12

years old.
an occasien for rejoicing among almost

The birth of a male child is

Hindus. Sikhs and Jains cremate their
bathed, wrapped up In a shroud,
and put on the pyre. After some

by the eldest sun of the deccased. On
fud (or charred bones)

Death Ceremonies.—~The

d immersed in the Ganges at Haridwar (Uttar Pradesh).
immersed in the Satlej at

The mourning period lasts

Among the Muslims and Christians. the dead bod

graveyard after performing some ceremonies.
(ifi) Home Life

The dwcllings in the urban sreasarc almest all pucca and
mostly double-storeyed. The newly constructed houses of well-to-do
people are mostly of modern designs. The poorer and backward sections
of the people generally live in acheha or partly kachchaand partly pucca
houses in a corner of the town.

The houses in the rural areas arc mostly kachcha, but thase of the
farmers are pucca and quite commodious. The present

Dwellings.—

well-to-do
tendency on the part of all high-and low-class peeple is to build pucca

houses, provided they can afford to build them. The houses of the
cultivators have arrangements for keeping cattle also.

According to the 1971 Census, the total rumtber of houscs, shop-
cum-residences and workshop-cum-residences  ircluding household
industries enumerated in the rural and urban arcas of the District (includ-

ing those in the Moga and Muktsar tahsils) are given below ¢

—pistrict ~~ 7 Tofal rumter Numter of T Numter of
of houses enu- shop-cum- workshop-
merated iny the residences cum-resi-

census dences, in-
cluding house-
hold industries
“Firozpur District ST
Total .. 3,85,925 4,210 ' 4,595
Rural .. 3,00,515 3,665 3,755
Urban 85,410 545 840

(Census of India, 1971, Series 17-Punjab,  Part IV-Housing Report
and Tables pp. 60-61)
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The utensils used in the urban areas vary from those of brass to
those stainless steel, according to the status and income of the people.
The same is the case with respect to the items of crockery. In the  rural,

areas, right from the carthenware utensils to those of aluminium, brass,
copper, bronze, ete. gre used.

Except well-to-do farmcers, the creckery
items are generally confined 1o some cheap teacups and saucers, Fartben
pitchers are used invariably in every  house for fetching and  storing
water. The well-to-do people have brags pitchers  for storing watcr.
Furniture and Decorations. - Ip, (b, urban are
ing in a house comprise a sofa-set, g dining-t
peerhis, a divan, Plangs (beds teads) and,
cover the floor are darpis and druggets.

as, the items of furnish-
able, dining-chairs, teapoys,
nivari cots, etc. The items to

and decoration vary
and income of the people.
S a common belonging to the urban  areas.
The items of furniture are generally quite
There may be nivari cots,
and in some houses one or
decoration pieces generally
interior walls,

simple in the rural arcas.
moohras with back or without back, peerhis
tWo chairs along with 4 small fable. Tte

: include Paintings of birds or animals on the
besides calendars, ctc. A radio-se

a common thing, The surplus utensils 4
are placed on a wooden mantel in

tor a transistor is also
re decorated in g stylish wanncr and
4 Toom in the interior of the house.

winter. In the
shirt or kurtq. Among
mmonly worn, tut now the
Pagy; (turban) is commonly used
ucated rersons i Practically the

Bagris and Bishnois, a dhosi
dhoti has been replaced by t
by men in the villages,

same in the urban and ¢

and a shirt were €o
he tahmaz,
The dress of ed
ural areas,

areas, women generally wear 5 salwar and . .
i i a shirt, nd
Bishnoi women wear the ghagra wi The Bagri a
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The educated and the school

. ar). \
their face with an orhani(headwear) enferparts in ke

ss as their co
or college-going girls put on the same dres
urban areas.

Id type of ornaments and jewellery for thelhead,f
Ornaments.—The © kyzrms and hands, waist, feet and ankles, ?e
forehead, cars. 'no?e’ }r\]ece ’not totally become extinct.  Some of these Zw
women in the district aVn important occasions. The ornaments n )
call worn by women eo carrings, jhumkas, fopas, a koka for t:c “rO:l ,
In common use compn” al sutra, bangles, karas, rings etc: T ie Sﬁﬁ
necklace, a locket, manits i1 common use by men.. Earrmgs. ans L
forms the only O:H?nr:i in the rural areas. On festive OCCZS::; by the
;N?m bky :,}:;aegl((:lzrcl)(/lace with large gold covered beads) are w
airs, kantha:

Jats in the rural areas.

i i the people of a certain area are‘
oy d]etiir)ilter‘;asbgrsowofl ther2 and the habits' and thet;]aeste;é
determin;:d b)/lkt:th:t?le feature of the present l:t)rend 1rs1 :;:tu the oK
PPANN i nd the habits betwee .
difference bet.ween tI;Zsfii(;dd;t;";;’ Zay, As the staple fo'od., whei:o;sgf:z
rural peopiels ot .ercals, such as maize, bajra and jowar , a none the
replacing tl}e coaTS;L eople in the rural areas. The urban pﬁop ,ailab]e
O vene e d fruits more freely, as these are easi y av ol
e Vegemblesl]atnhe year round. Of late, th<.: c.onsum'phon (S)“ee‘s
I the Ul'ban. ery 'acluding biscuits, bread, etc. 18 increasing. sheets
and o acec rding to their means and tastes, especia lzkin :
are taken by 3 acc(l) il has to a great extent replaced ghee as a coo t]g
festivals. The e Od eople, however, use partly ghee and par ‘y
medium,  h¢ l:we“-teo(-)f (r)nezt and eggs is on the increase, though certain
oil. The us

vegetable in from these items of food on religious

t
sections of the people may absta

.

mi i (buttermilk). In summer,
eplaced milk and lassi ( umimer
Tea and COffef: l:;::l:spsuch as aerated water, syrup, shikanjbin
take so »

people 4 with sweetened water). The use of ice has become
e

(lemon-juice mix
very common. )
¢ (iv) Communal Life

. i ted
Festivals.—The cultural heritage of the people is re1fileicous

Fairs y nd ;festivals which trace their origin from some I‘Z fhian

in their fairs anb sed on a spontancous mass appeal. There hlS 2 chia
beliefs and ar® 5% d festivals, all the year around, among the )

° funct;ons, tt:eirs Jt;ns etc. Some of them signify the change of
the Sik S, ’
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seasons and celebrate the anniversaries of incarnations of God, gurus,
saints and notable personages. Lohri, Basant, Shivratri, Foli and Hola,
Baisakhi, Dussehra, Diwali, cte. are  the main festivals. The Sikhs
also celebratc the births and martyrdom days of the Gurus. Besides
common festivals, the Jains celebrate the birth anniverasries of Tirthan-
karas (prophets), particularly  those of Parshvanath and Mahavira.

The Muslim calendar is based on the move
the earth. Therelore their festivals rot

are two festivals, viz, Id-ul-Fitr (the festival of the breaking of the
Ramzan fasts) and Id-ul-Zuha (festival of sacrifice). The Christians

celebrate the festivals of the New Y '
. car Day, G i e e
Christmas. Y, Good Friday, Faster and

ments of the moon round
ate throughout the year. There

h)e RﬂpUth [)('lv (2(\”‘ .'H nUHT\) ar‘d ‘}'C ]hd(’rtl‘c(‘h((‘ I/ d} (I -
UgUS are ObSGI’VCd as (‘OmmOH n ll m l 1YS (’f e ICIT 2- d” (A
A t S ational oy N
COUDU Y. ) )

Apart from the above mentioned

. fairs and festivals,  the following
local fairs are celebrated in the Distr: s, the felle g

(G
Serial Name and P
No. ace Date Remarks
‘__‘\‘H\
1 Shl:lixl]slt(:fiv[ ela at Mari March To commemorate the
martyrdom of the
Sikh  warriors of
the first Anglo-Sikh
2 Shahid War (1845-46)
ahidi Mela at the 23 March
Martyrs’  Memoria] rc To pay homage to
near the Hussainiwa] é\"lar}:yrss kthha ga(;
H eadworks Singh, Sukhdev an
Rajguru, who were
cremated on the
bank of Satluj on
3 Baisakhi b 23 March  1930.
aisakht at the Mart- 13 April
yrs’ Memorial on the P R;ral. bme;a of the
right bank of the unja armers on
Satluj the eve of harvesting

the wheat crop

.\ ——

—
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Serial Name and Place Date Remarks
No.
4 Shahidi Mela at Sara- 12 September A fair to pay homage
earhi, Firozpur to 21 Sikh jawans
Cantonment of the Sikh Regi-

ment, who  died
fighting to the end
while defending the
Saragarhi Fort in
Wazirastan on 12
September 1897
5 Shahidi Mcla at 22 Decemter A fair to  pay
Ferozeshah homage to the 5,000
brave Punjabis who
laid down their
lives  hcre  while
fighting against the
British  during the
First  Anglo-Sikh
War on 22
December 1845

Games, Sports and Recreations.—Games and recrea‘ions are essen-
tial for the proper physical development of the young and the old alike.
The commonest games among the children are guli-danda, khudo-khundi,
hide-and-seek, glass balls (batans), cte. Football, vollcytall, hockey,
cricket, badminton, tennis, etc. are played ’by the schec! and college
going boys and girls. The indoor gimes include the playing-cards,
carom-board, table-tennis,  ludo, etc. Tl.ic grown-up aurong the
villagers play kabaddi, saunchi, have wrestling bouts:. etc. The Rhangra
dance is also popular in the rural arcas. It is also performed
in schools and colleges at important functions. In the villages, bards
and dhadis provide entertainment by reciting ballads and popular love

romances.

Dramas and cultural shows are held by local dramatic clubs in the
towns. Ramlila is also staged for nine days beforc Dusschra. Cinema
has become a common source of entertainment among all classes of pcople

high and low and young and old.

Folk-songs and Cultural Life.—The ideas and sentiments of the
people are expressed through folk-songs which reveal the different facets

/



90 FIROZPUR

of life ina certain area. These are sung on different  occasions.  Some
of the folk-songs arc common throughout the Punjab. A few folk-
songs, peculiar to this District, are given below :

Sithni (on the occasion of marriages)

Sade tan vehre mudh makai da
Dane tan Mangdu udhal gai Jda
Bhathi tan tapdi nahin

Bhati tan tapdi nahin, nilajvo

Laj tuhanu nahin

Sade tan vehre tana taninda
Larre da peo kana sunindqg
Aenak launi pai, nilajvo
Laj tuhanu nahin

Kuri tan saadi tile di tar qe
Munda tan disda koi ghumiar qe
Jori tan phabdi nahin

Jori tan phabdi nahin, nilajvo
Laj tuhanu nahin

Chhe mahine sunyar bathaya
Chandi de gehne

Pittal paona sqqi
Pittal paona saai, nilajyo
Laj tuhanu nahin

te pani pharaya

Purane gehne te rang jharaya
Saadi te bibi de pasand ny aya
Naven gharaune sqqi

Naven gharaune sqqi, nilajyo
Laj tuhanu nahin

Miscellaneous
Chheti chheti tor yekke hun,

assan yar di tareeke jana
Mere yakke ne matak n

al turna, kahli aen tan rail charh ja

Uchche tibbe main bhande manjan, utton rirh gai
Kaid kara deongi, mqin deputy
Kaid karan deongi

thali
di sali

..........................
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Hal chhadke ke chari nun jana, jat di joon buri

i on
Chal chaliae Chirak de mele, munda tera main chuk lao

i gje tere ane
Jat mar giva kamainyan karda, ni gje tere band na b

j 1 kee bhora ladduan da
Meri rondi na varaie Kartaro,

English Translation

ithni ion of marriage)
tS:rlc]lm (tZI;rtehei;) C:1asstalk of the maize plant.
o C(()); :h)(; on’e who has eloped with her paramour asks for
;1}111e :}(1): parching furnace does not heat up,
O you shameless, why
did you not feel ashamed ?

In our courtyard, the weaving thread is being processed.
0 , , . ;
\;:’e learn that the bridegroom’s father is one-eyed.

is why he uses glasses,
(I; ;Sou sillameless, why did you not feel ashamed ?

Our daughter is like a delicfite thread of gold,
But the bridegroom looks like a potter. i
The couple are misfits, the couple are mlshl § ,d?
O you shameless, why did you not feel ashamed?

For as long as six months, you kept a goldsmith engaged

to get the silver ornaments gold-plated 1
Brass (ornaménts) had better been offered, O you shameless,
Why did you not feel ashamed ?

You got the old ornaments polished,
i ike them ;
daughter did not like t :
gzingm to have prepared new ones, O you shameless,
Why did you not feel ashamed ?

91

grains,

. . u
Drive the ekka fast; 1 am to appear as a witness for my lover in the Court

My ekka has to move at its own moderate and graceful speed;
if you are in a hurry, board the train.
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1 was cleaning my utensils on g mound, from which a salver rolied down,
I shall get you imprisoned, | am asister-in-law of (he Deputy
Conmicsion

Ishall get you tiprisoncd.

After ploughing, Tic Las i cofeccuiting the chari {rerplivm)

foedder,
the Tot of & Jal s irdecd Fard,

Let us go to the Chirak Fair. T will carry your child.

Although the Jat (as a tiller of the soil) toiled himself to death, so

meagre are the returns from agriculture that a Jat, addressing  his wife.
says ruefully :

“Although I have toiled mysclf to death, yet 1 have not been
save cven so little as to be able (o eet
for you.”

able to
a pair of gold bracclets prepared

No one came forward to comfort n

1y crying (daughter) Kartaro even
with a little Jaddus (

a very common item of confectionery)

(¢) Rehahilitation

The communal riots, which accomp
in 1947, compelled the minority commu
to leave their ancestral homes. After
migrating by trains, bullock-carts
foot, carrying with them cssentia

anied the partition of the country
nitics on both sides of the border
I5 August 1947, people  started
and other kinds of vehicles, and even on

I portablc houschold items, ready cash
and  valuables. At many places, the trains ang carvans were footua

and the helpless migrants were killed in thousands. The Firozpur
District, situated as it is op the border of Pakistan, the refugees poured
into it from the sidcs of Hussainiwala, Jalalabad, Fasilka and Abohar.
They belonged mostly to the Lahore ang Montgomery districts and the
Bahawalpur State. To tegin the refugees  were heused in camps
at different places where they were provided with food, shelter,

bedding, medical aid, etc. Soop after, steps were taken to rchabilitate the
tural and urban people by making available to them

_ X the means to
pursue their respective occupations.
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Rural Rehabilitation

Temporary Allotment of Land.—At first, t.cmporay allotmen: ots ;:Iel
evacuee agricultural land was made to the dxsplaccd‘1 x;~)c:rsol§1r.(hasmg
atter their arrival in the District.  lLoans wcr? adv‘ancc‘(‘ Ol? pde asin
bullocks, agricultural implements, cte. 'Ihc. d,hp‘l'ac,‘(dlpo:St?r:S;l] rp‘;ups ii
upon agriculture, were asked to upproach lhcvlahsllw ilul}:ou ,lct« ciﬁer P
which they desired to live in the VIHages.. All 1h(.)5t w (; wzl-tn qui;t'm
vwners or cultivators or had been at any time cultivating lan 1q Sl;b-e;{ “,)
were  eligible for the allotment of land. The a]lolimcnit v;'\ o Jif -
the payment of land revenue cesses and watcr rates and of rent, ,
due from the evacuce owners.

Quasi-permanent Allotment of Land.fDisplac‘cd pers?nls f.ri)ﬂmwtel;z
districts of Montgomery and Lahorc, besides their own colonis ; er

1i Firozpur District. The temporary allf)tnlcnt of land,
e April 1948, was replaced by the quasi-permanent allo t-
- l?efore' pltlo ivin,g a sense of permanence fo the allottees. ‘For
m'ent - V“:W fssess]ng agricultural land in Pakistan were required
thls" purpo?e’ t'l (-)?e? These élaims were verified from the records
o mc th?lr dd”n; kistan Government on reciprocal basis. Thereafter,
poined o tt:lc nda quassi-permanent basis. The land left by the
. ‘Was - ‘O' the East Punjab was barely 62 per cent of the area
'M‘“S]fm e\'/acue?: 1rtlhe non-Muslim migrants. A formula of graded
s, Paletanf }c; evolved, whereby the small  landowners were
lel; s’tvriasie:: irr‘:dotrh; bigg& landlords were subjected to drastic cuts.
affecte i

; ced for purchasing bullocks,

i BeSides"mcfawentI: a?idcl?‘fici‘?ﬁrrlactors, forpinstalling tukec-wells,

e i v ells,and houses. As fa: as possible, loans were

o re'pall?'nfl t‘Z eliminate misuse. The total amount of loans th}xs

agvanzzj 12 tllll; District (including the Moga and Mukisar tahsils

?ra‘:;?erred to the Faridkot District in 1972), from 1947-48 to 1953-54, was
Rs 67,20,320.

ferment of Proprietary Rights.—Started in 1955-56, t-he work of
: ?itiz;m parmanent proprietary rights to the quassi-permanent
ransfe . -
allottees of agricultural land was completed in ]?63 64.

i rden Colonies Scheme, which was a part

N COIOl:lesr;:;lll:m(e}zt plan, helped the Government to add more

of the general rurd under gardens. These colonies were ¢stablished in 11

o 1ot alf‘? zricts of the Punjab on fertile blccks of evacuee lands

2:tt:f the(::xdl:idels Each allottee was given either a unit of 20 acres or
e T .
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half' a unit of 10 acres, Allotment in the G
lieu of the area allottable under the quasi-permancnt
Those who received allotments in the G
deducted from their total allotments,
for all modern facilitics, such
fruit-trees from insect pests and discases, sanit
community dining-halls, schools, creches for
houses , clubs and reading-rooms,

arden Colonijes was made in

allotment schenie.
arden  Colonies had this arca
Provision was midein these colonics

as tractors and power-spraying for saving the

ary houses on modern lines,

children, dispensaries, guest-

Two such Garden  Colonics wereset upin the Firozepur District as
under :
Tabhsil Name of colony Arca The number
inacres  of allottees
Fazilka  Balluana BT ———
Zira Jalalabad 548 26

Rural Housing.~Every allottee, who w an one
allottable house or site was to be allowed to retajn one house and one sjte
free of cost. All other houses or siteg were to be offered to the allottees
on sale at the reserve price, provided those were surplus to the requirements
of the other land allottees of the village. n the event of their refusal to
purchase the extra houscs or sites, these were 1o be retrieved gng put to
auction through the Tehsildar, Sales.

properties was also to be recovere

s from the date of
allotment to the date of cancellation,

as holding more th

All houses up to the value of Rs
1957, to the non-claimant displaced
persons were to be transferred to the
of their refusal to purchase them, t
if not required for allotment to th

were being used for common PUTposes, were transferreq

; to t i
panchayats at the reserve price plus the Up-to-date renq jp the hcs :lll}:gei
otherwise, these were put to auctiop, ’ Y tked

10,000, allotted up to 31
Persons ang (o the no
™M at the reserve price and,
hese were disposed of in open auction,
€ unsatisfieq claimants, Houses, which

December,
n-displaced
in the event

Houses up to the value of Rs 1,000 original] :
T ¥ belongi .
labourers and artisan and which were 8118 to the Muslim

Ooccupied ..

members of the Backward Classes, were ptransl;z’rre}(:artgan:h and the
concesional rate of Rs 20 each for the su ¢m at a
beneath, if the land also belonged to
was to get only one house at the

_ ourers. Each family
concessionga] Tate,
houses in its possession were to

b Whereas g other
¢ transferred tq it at the Treserve price,
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. s{,

the reserve price. Urban Rehabilitation

of setting the urban class of
Advancing of L(:;lflfsi.c;lrfhzscrioglznplicated than 'that ‘of the r:;al.
refugees was moref I es comprised professionals, artisans, =traderfs, SI dri)a
migrants. These re ugne aged in industry. The Government o trtla :
keepers and those ¢ is intending to start their own workshf)ps, }::okimgs
granted loans to Perso tc. and other professionals, such as vaids, ha ities’
industrics, factories, etc. These loans were advanced by the aut orWas
homcop a'ths', layvye:VS;lieCh'the persons decided to set‘tle. The adial;gj "
?f thef firi:&:'lecstt fl:r the first year and at the rate of 3 per cen
ree of i

subsequent years.

M tahsils)
istrict (i ing the Moga and Muktsar

i District (including . -
oot Flrozz‘zlrvancled as small urban loans to the dlsplsce;il e;;irg o
8 19’3112921 Z;S to 1956-57 under the East Punja

during -

1948.
Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) Act,

t also undertoc k
ty.—The Governmen!
Immovable Property left by the
Allotl.n'ent th urban population. The properties royerties
to rehabilitate the the urban arcas were taken over as evacu;:e Pd t]: the
Muslims evacugesb mEvacuee Ordinance 1V of 1947, later replace Ywere
under the Punﬁ: Act, 1950. The available hoxfses, shop~°>,aent:1-)t allot.
Evacuee Proper.y ]ace’ d persons on temporary basis. The.Pr emf the value
alloted to the disp | began in 1953-54. The properties o nbmento)
ment and d;spg(s)?) (ng 50,000 in the case of industrial est:;‘.b ° n'g: b
, spose:
o thaln ?Sblelo;vhereas properties above Rs 10,000 were disp ’
were allottable,

e sation.—Another important work was the gran;:lf

Grant of Coml)e“Government to the displaced persons for th? ulr 4
compensation by the left by the them in Pakistan. Unde_r the Disp aCect
immovable Propi:lteSIS’SO steps were taken to verifty claims with respe
Persons Claims Act, ’

ies. .
to these propertic . ion was sanctioned
cessary delay, an Inerim Compensation wa
; e
To avoid unn

ere made to certain high
i is scheme, payments w. . :
At U:ldge;riet:lsof displaced rersens, including those drawing
priority cate
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maintenance allowance, disabled persons and T.B. paticnts. The payment
of compensation actually started {rom 1954 .

The Interim Compensation Scheme was  later on replaced by the
Displaced Persons (Compesnstion and Relubilitution) Act, 1954, A final
scale for paymeni of conipensation was approved under that Act in 1955,
This scale was so devised as to pay proportionately more

(o the smaller
claimants and less to tie bigger clainmuanis,

Undaer  the schenie, applica-
tions were invited in 1935 from ali the renainmyg clainiants who had not
been compensated on priorty basis. By 1964, 97} per cent of the cases
were settled.

Education

On the partiden of d country in 1947, (fe catcatonal institutions
in the Province were closed for housing in  their buildirgs the refugees
who came from Pakistan.  The schools and colleges  were, thus utilised
by the Rehabilitation Department til} the time the refugees could  be
settled or concentraled in camps. Since there was an acuie shortage of
social workers, empioyees or volunteers, the ol
boys and girls were deputed for soclal service.
multifarious duties in the camips from ¢

1ol and college-going
They were to perform

awn to dusk with a missionary
zeal. Their education was, however. not considered d

culation certificates and higher dearees were conferred on the students
who had served in the camps for at least three months, Those who did not
ption from one subject
ad not performed any social
ation held by the Panjab University.
The schools and colleges opened throu

March 1948. The academic year was to end in September 1948, after

which the next session commenced and it ended in March  1949.
This was done with a view to avoidin

This arrangement also affected the ]

isrupted and matri-

avail themselves of this concession weie given exem
in the examination. The candidates, who h
service, had to appear in the examin

ghout the Punjab State in

g the loss of an academic year.
ocal population equally.
No fees were charged in the schools,

The examination fees charged
were also returned to the students.

Regular grants were given to poor
students. 1In colleges, the refugee students were given loans to enable

them to prosecute their studies. Such loans were all the more essential
in the case of students admitted to the professional and technical

institutions. The loans were to be repaid in easy instalments after the

completion of the courses of studies. The deserving and intelligent students.
were granted liberal stipends,
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APPENDIX Vide page 66

tan who on the partition tke of country
ur District (including the Moga and
dkot District in 1972)

Displaced persons from Ifaksi
in 1947, settled in the Firozp )
Muktsar tahsils, transferred to Fari

f origin Persons  Males Females
District of orgl

(Pakistan East and West)

1,22,224 66,207 56,017

e 2042 1,264 778
- 3,495 1,908 1,587
Gujranwala . o o
Sheikhupura " o "
- 3,305 1,032 1,973
Shahpur - ” "
o 1,052 389 663
Rawalpindi ot . -
Attock . . >
et 1,44,022 76,779 67,243
Montgomery o o o
Lyallpur . . -
- 7,475 3,961 3,514
o 796 433 363
:::::f :l:::iﬂl‘(han 1,622 831 791
Baluch Frontier Tract | 4
farved (o P8 SIAKEISAD) hoil trane- 158 17 a1
193 122 71
- ‘ " 88 77 11
Hyderabad

-
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District of origin

Persons Males Females
(Pakistan East and West)

Persons  Males  Females District of origin

(Pakistan Fast and West)

—

Karachi

—

327 263 64 3 3 —

Faridpur

Larkana 11 6 5 2 2 -
Noakhli

Nawabshah 402 283 119 1 1 -
Silhet (Assam)

Sukkur 20 1 19 17 17 —
Baluchistan 119

Upper Sind Frontier 333 143 190 686 367
Sind

Hazara 31 11 20

Mardan 18 12 6 Total 3,58,341 1,92,918 1,65,423

Peshawar 642 410 232 R e ' Vol o

[ . ‘s ume
Kohat 156 o8 28 (Census of India, 195 I,Punjab.Dtsmct Census Hand Book, Vo
. istrict, D-V, p. clxvi)

Bannu 150 75 75 Firozpur Distric

Dera [smail Khan 187 125 62

Quetta 232 140 92

Lora Lai 15 13 2

Zhob 9 9 —

Bulan 11 11 —

Chagai 59 59 —

Sibi 55 54 1

Kalat 3 3 —

Kharan 14 14 —

Bahawalpur 34,030 19,315 14,715

Tippera 13 1 12

Rajshahi 1 1 -

Pabna 534 534 —_

Dacca 11 — 11




CHAPTER 1V
AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION
(a) Land Reclamation and Utilization

(i) Land Utilisation.—The utilization of land in a region or 2
particular area depends largely upon its physical, cultural and economic
environments. It is governed by such factors as the conf iguraticn of land,
amount and distribution of rainfall, fertility of the soil, density of popula-
tion and the dietary habits of the people, number and types of draught
and domestic animals, agricultural practices followed, stage of industrial
development, transport facilities and the demand for its produce. Any

change in these factors resultsin a corresponding change in land utiliza-
tion,

The following table gives the classification of the area by land use
in the Firozpur District during 1972-73 to 1978-79:

Classification of area by land use in the Firozpur District, 1972-73 to 1978-79

(Thousand hectares)

Particulars 1972-73  1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80

Total area
according to

village papers 586 586 586 586 586 586 586 586

Area under
forests . 7 7 7 7 6 7 6 7

Land not
available for culti-

vation .. 47 46 46 44 46 45 45 45

Other unculti-
vated land
excluding fallow

land 27 25 25 24 24 25 25 24
Fallow land .. 26 25 2 26 30 25 23 25

Net area sown 479 483 466 485 480 484 487 485

Area sown
more than once 145 166 154 226 225 224 265 247

Total cropped
area (6 x7) 624 649 620 M 705 708 752 732

(Ssatistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1973 to 1980)

CLASSIFICATION OF AREA BY LAND USE
IN

FIROZPUR DISTRICT
1979- 80

7777, ] NET AREA SOWN
AREA SOWN MORE THAN ONCE
FALLOW LAND

{ OTHER UNCULTIVATED LAND EXCLUDING
“FALLOW LAND_ =LALTRG,

i \WAVAVZ
PRI

LAND NOT AVAILABLE FOR CULTIVATION
AREA UNDER FOREST

SOURCE - STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF PUNJAS, 980,
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Area not available for cultivation comprises absolutely barren
ultivable land and land put to non-agricultural uses, such asland
under buildings, roads and canals. The total area of such land in the
District was 45 thousand hectares in 1978-79. Other uncultivated
land, excluding the fallow land, comprises cultivable wastes, grazing-land
and land under tree groves, not included under the area sown.

Land is termed as ‘cultivated’ ifit hasbeen sown even once during
the previous four harvests. The cultivated area thus comprises the follow
land and the net area sOwn. Such land in the District measured 510

thousand hectares in 1978-79.

e.—The cultivable waste land includes all lands
but not taken up for cultivation or abandoned
reason or another. Such land may be fallow
may be covered with shrubs and jungles. It

may be assessed of unassessed and may lie in isolated patches or blocks
or among cultivated holdings. The land reserved for pastures is not
included under this head. The total area of suchland in the District

was 25 thousand hectares in 1978-79.

and unc

(ii) Cultivable Wast
available for cultivation,
after afew years for one
for more than 5 years and

Most of cultivable waste is the village common land, which is in the
possession of the village panchayat. Some of the panchayats have started
direct cultivation, but still large areas remain uncultivated and are being
used by the villagers for grazing their cattle. The panchayats are trying
to bring such land under cultivation and, to facilitate its cultivation,
loans, are advanced by the Government to the panchayats for purchasing

tractors and agricultural implements and for sinking wells and tube-

wells.
ation of Waterlogged Areas, Swamps, etc.—Canal irrigation
ffers from a serious defect. An abundant supply
s for irrigation not only leads to the waste of
aterlogging and infestation with salts in several
sides of the canals. The heavy rains during
d waterlogging on a wide scale in the Zira,
Waterlogging renders land unfit for
ery acute in the beginning, but.it has
. digging of drains by the

ey
@ 3

(iii) Reclam
is 2 mixed blessingand su
of water from thecana
water, but also causes W
areas, especially on both
1955 and 1958 also cause
Firozpur and Fazilka tahsils.
cultivation. The problem wasV

lessened to a great extent !
ay’ the
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(Hectares)
Hﬁ*;a; T T T Yormaw crop
Thur Sem Total
1973 5,073 9 5102
1974 5,062 2 5064
1975 5172 2 5174
1976 5,331 2 5,333
1977 5,287 2 5,289
1978 5,209 s 5301
1979 524 1005 629
1980

5,682 2,787 8,469

(Source : Financial Corunissioner, Revenue, Punjab)

(b) Irrigation

() Raiofall —Rainfall in India is erratic, with a considerable
variation not only in the year-to-year distribution, but also during the
year and with regard to the quantity, incidence and duration.

In. the Firozpur District, the rainfall varies between wide limits:
There is a marked tendency for the rainfall to decrease as one progresses
westwards. The monsoon generally does aot commence till the end of
June, most of the rainfall occurs in J uly and August and the early mon”
soon showers are often extremely local. The important September rains

arcuncertain, especially in the western part of the District. Usually:
there is but it

o le rain between the begioning of October and the end of
ccember, but about 2.28 centimetres of it usually falls in January and
February. The

rainfal), especially in the form i ins and the
- of winter rains &
early monsoon showers, is oftern very local.

Variations in the timings of rainfall affect the sowing and the harvesting
of crops, particularly those of the crops of the kkarif season. A faif
amount of rainfall towards the end of June or in the beginning of J uly
leads to an all-round sowing activity. A failure of rains in the
second half of July and also in August, followed by that in Septembers
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leads to the crops being"scorched by sun. However, with the extension
of irrigation facilities after Independence., the failure of crops for want
of rains in the District is becoming a thing of the past. The following

table gives the rainfall in the Firozpur District during 1973 to 1979 :
Rainfall in the Firozpur District during 1973 to 1979

-—

Rainfall during the months of

Year Annual
rainfall
(cm) July August September  October
(cm) (cm) (cm) (cm)
TT5316 1380 1753 280 122
}833 - 17-20 5-78 5-28 066 —
1975 .. 3497 9-49 10-04 5-52 0-49
1976 .. 76-38 940 41 -64 15-00 -
1977 .. 46 -48 9-38 6-58 1270 J—
%g;g . 3865 970 825 810 002

s A ) e e ) ) o ———

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab 1974 to 1980)

(ii) Irrigation Facilities.—The handicap resulting from inadequate
and uncertain rainfall necessitates irrigation by artificial means for sowing,
growing and proper maturing of the crops or for increasing their yields.
Recourse is, thus, had to theriver canals—known as major irrigation—and
the utilization of subsoil water through percolation wells, tube-wells and
pumping-sets—known as minor irrigation. Irrigation has, therefore, been
given top priority in the country’s programme of planned development
since 1951. In 1979-80, the area irrigated by canals and wells was 49.1
and 49.3 per cent respectively of the net area sown in the District. The
major source of irrigation is, therefore, wells, including percolation wells,
tube-wells and pumping-sets, closely followed by canals.

The following table shows the area irrigated in the District from
different sources of irrigation, during 1972-73 to 1979-80:

Net area under icrigation in Ferozpur District, 1972-73 to 1979.80

’ (Thousand hectares)

Source  1972-73 1973-74 197475 1975.76 1976-77 1977.78 1978-79 1979-80

Government

canals .. 1984 1963 1963 2299 2291 246-1 213-3 2140
wells " 1437 145-6 1456 1398 1415 1500 1909 2150
Other sources .. 15 15 15 0-3 07 03 04 05

Total - - 3436 34344 3434 3700 3713 3964 4046 4295

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 to 1980)
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Canals
The  three main capg]
Sirhind Canal System, Grey C
Each of these js under a super;
of executive cngineers ang
tmanate from the Satluj.

irrigation systems in the District are:

i r
ntending engincer, assisted by a numbcS
subdivisional engincers. All these system

Sirhind Canaj System.—Thjs is the oldest system and takes its supply
from the Rupnagar Headworks, Previously, the channels of this Systt?m
used to irrigate the areas between Ludhjana and Fazilka on the left side
of the Bikaner Canal, Subsequently, owing to the construction of the

arts of the Abohar Branch, Bathinda Branch

gets supplies through A
Sirhind Canal System.

Grey Cangl System.—
channels carrying water fy.
where irrigation could be
these channelg have been
inundation channels hay

The Grey Canals were originally inundation
om the Satluj for irrigating intermittent patches
possible, mostly adjoining the River. Som.e' of
linked with the Sidhwan Branch. The remaining
¢ been remodelled ang renamed as Makhu
Makhu Canal, off-taking from the Harike He_ad-
W covers the Zijra Tahsil, except the pol:tl()n
P by the Sidhwan Branch, and a part of the Firoz-
pur Tahsil, The Firozpur Feeder also offtakes from the Harike Head-
works.

The Butewah Distributary and the Barneswah Distributary (offtak-
ing from Makhy Canal) and Mayawah Distributary and Sodhi Nagar
(Sultan Khanwala) Distributary (offtaking from Firozpur Feeder) were

collectively called the Grey Canal System, Previously, these channels
used to run during the rainy season only, but now they get regular non-
perennial supply,

Eastern Canal System.—1It serves the area between the Bikaner
Canal and the Satluj River extending from the Fizozpur Headwofks
to the Sulemankij Headworks, N irrigation s being done in the pun_!ab
from the Bikaner Canal, as it js meant for irrigating the areas ‘falling
in the Rajasthan Stae, The Eastern Capg) irrigates some area of the
Firozpur and Fazilka tahsils.
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AG

Wells

; duction, the State
; to agricultural pro .
irrigation is the key i derground wate
et lmg?gt:led top prierity to the tapp;lf 0; uIinincgn irrigation
ass ing-sets. es
Government has s and pumping-s or irrgation
fube-weTs ofitably be extende
through wells, and can pr help to
ndable . h works help
works ate more del:‘e canal irrigation. Moreover, Su;: water-table. The
beyond the reach o by keeping down the subsoi
ce waterlogging

p h

m
number of tube-wells and pu
District is given below:—

NS

1972-73 1975-76 1979-80
Item
4,255 9,042
3,678 .
ing-sets ,
Tube-wells and pumping - o -

Percolation wells

i nd 1980)
(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1976, 1978 a

(c) Agriculture, including Horticulture
c

artment of Agriculture.—Tye
tup 200 RCtiViﬁef (:‘Zp::‘sf‘,nzgp in the District b};l th;e) ir(e:;l(:f
. ;‘l-tl;r;xﬁ, who is under tl.le gontfollzfrzl eo Director
Agricultural Offlcert blr . The Chief A.grus:u ol O
of Agriculture, Punjah’ entire agricultural ope:ratlon cntonsl oams e
overall in charge Of:btleefor preparing and executmgf_agrsl P
Heis who' l'eS(Il) oi!sls:lssisted by 12 agricultural officers,
the District an

(i) Se _
Department of Agric

IV staff.

istant plant protection
. ork, an assistan
lant protection work, 1 of the Deputy
To look aﬁeztpAbohar under the  direct C;I;:'(;b Chandigarh.
officer is poste t Control and Plant Protection), dJ at’ Abohar, Zira,
Director _(szicfy 4 plant-protection inspectors, poste
He is assiste

Fazilka and Firozpur.

: t Firozpur,
: i fficers are posted a ; .
i soil-conservation o i Divisional Soi
Three : sleiS::nt Their work is superv1sec115by gt:;:ultural inspectors/
Fazilka an . Firozpur. Besides, agricuitu rtend fo
ion Officer, 11 over the District to a
Conservation inspectors are posted a ! e headed
i : office
soil conservation 'lt:zvork- In addition to these, a cu':ie
the soi conser:tt:)‘; of Soils is also located at Firozpur.
by the Conserv
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(ii) Intensive Agricultural  District
Agricultural Dijstrict Programme (IADP), w
the early sixties, was the f irst organized exper
to introduce such g2 modernizing process
Community Development Programme, the
to promotc a rapid
how this could be
of India’s States.
and not—as in the

Programme. -~ The Intensive
hich was initiated in India, in
iment on a scale, large cnough
in India. Unlike the older
TADP was designed specially
increase in the yields of foodgrain crops and to show
achieved through work in one selected district in cach
Its major emphasis was, therefore, on the cultivator
Community Development Programme— on the village
as a whole. The Support for the IADP came from the Government of
India, assisted by the Ford Foundation, the US-ALID, the Co-operative

Leaguc of America, and the government agencics from Japan, West
Germany and Denmark.

The Intcnsive Agricultural District Programme,
accelerate the pace of agricultural development by conce
technical and administrative resources in the potential
4 proper co-ordination of various
production. The main object of this
production so as to provide more

thus, envisages to
ntrating financial,
areas by securing
agencies concerned with agricultural
programme is to increase agricultural

food for the increasing population.
The programme also aims at providing the cultivator with all the necessary
inputs he needs at the right time and ip sufficient quantitics for
increasing the productivity of his farm,

The Punjab Government extended
Programme during 1971-72 to the dist
Originally, this programme was started

the Intensive Agricultural District
ricts of Firozpur and  Sangrur.
in the Ludhiana District in April

shown that the so-called tradition
innovations,

Under the Intensive Agricultural District Programme, the Pilot
Project Officer was put in charge of the

: Department at the district level.
In the Firozpur District, he was re-desj

gnated as the Chief Agricultural
Officer with cffect from 11 February 1977,

(i) Soils, Climate and Crops.—The cro
based on its soil and climate. Th
soil and climate, are sown there.

The present trend is, however, to sow
high-yielding and more Paying crops,

Pping pattern of an area is

© crops, which suita particular type of
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dy loam and definitely
; irozpur are mostly san . :
Solls.—The S(;ﬂt;:ni llerreole:irly rich in total potash, phosphoric acid
alkaline. Some o

and nitrogen?.

£ soil are found in the District, as detailed below:
Three types 0

i Ri in the form
d extends along tl‘le Satluj River in t,

T
of a belt, starting Tgh the Zira Tahsil and ends near Fazi fowards
District near Makis s. This belt is about 5 to 10 km in n/: tahsils
the Sulemanki Headwofk 'partially the Zira, Firozpu.r an'd Fale Z soils
160 km in length, cqverl;ltgcomprises two types of soils, v1z.d tchaife);n e
of the District. Thllss t;fatches of kallar are also seen here and the
and clayey-loam so1ls.

Bet Land.—The bet

ared. loppy, when wet, with a heavy Wee.d

'are Vlefy l\l’x: anvirjcasga and the khabl;zl gr;s: su’g;gj
il I_’amc“]a; ytile and grows very good crops, suc e;ls rsor’ s
P o and erkharif and rabi fodders, suc‘:h as charhi ( ] g; hum)
e b . tht'3I'he main irrigation system 1s of seasona ,
maize and berseem.

, o
but the means of minor Irfg

Clayey soils

tion also exist.

generally been formed where the River

i i son. These
1t by overflowing its banks during the rainy sea
its silt by
dropped its sl

, cotton, paddy and
during the rabi season and sugarcane

om du

barley, berseem

. n.
; during the kharif seaso
and charhi during 2 land is neither clayey no-r -sandy. In
—The 1 ¢ is usually an equal proportion Ofsai?d
these soils are mainly found in

The clayey-loam soils have

(2) Maira Land.

) d, ther
. this type of lan ’ o
the sofls of In the Firozpur District,

‘ol between the sandy belt lying
and clay. i ¢ belt is situated o o
the Fazilka Tahsxl,d t::lSHisar District (Haryana) on the one side tow.
i an
along Rajasthan

j Ri he north on the

tluj River towards t orth .
bet belt t'lc;eri?i tc: be the heart of the District and is
s o unning from the Rupnagar and

the south and the "
i This . Is
e s

Oth'erl; 1ic:'rigated by the perennial cana

main

Harike Headworks v Qoils.—This belt of land is situate!:l along the

4'1‘ibb:l ﬂ?Ol};Sar District. The land is mainly sanc?y
nd the i i n rain

an 2 Most of the crops in this tract dependduI::mmira

and is poor in fertility. main crops grown are gram, barle.y an

for their growth. The 2 and guara during the Kharf.

(3) Sandy or
border of Rajastha

PR

in the rabi and jovff«r_,‘ l)fj_

i .35

v #/’t ymers of India, Vol, 1. (New Delhi; 1959), p

e e c., Far
1M.S. Randhawa, ¢
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Major and Subsidiary ¢

Khri . rops.—T i
harif and rabi, locally na fere are two main growing scasons, vi
E s VIZ.

med sqwn; ]
o growe:lng lf)r('lrlu. T‘hc kharif season covers the
o o own du ntng this period are harvested in
s h thenscr ‘months and the Crops grown
i l?ermg. lr? . between thege two
e rabt o re Tcon‘dlt.lons permit.  These
oing ot c.a | o.rta 18 A zaid kharif crop
— " My jowar are zaid rab; cro s',
whereas the minor one -
tomato, water-melon

if crops a
re
paddy, cotton, maize apq su
garcane,

r
b(;,?:di;uih vc.gctablcs, such as
’ o » Knarif pulses and fruits.
cy an.d berseem, whercas
Cabbag,etatr:mz.ra, alsi and toria)
» WInp, carrot and Jpbigq.

area under diffy
A ppendi iiterent crops g .
ices I and 11 at the end of thleg-li-73 o 1979-80 a:)c g?\:ic;hc'lr
chapter, n

Wheat

up to the end of DeCe

requires abouyt 4 ¢ mber. The crop i

$ maini
there 0 5 months to <i0ly sown in
harvesie?ine:?lr; Pt change in th;n :/t: rfhand is harvesteq inrjgove.:nber' It
. ather, the ¢ pril.  When
’ TOp mat

Paddy

nt kha"ifcr
op;
water for it -aquati
S IC .
growth. 1t i main]yp;l:): requiring
It ; » Whic N in Zira,
S nursery js ! h are Waterlogged to 5

May ang
. J
the begmning of Jull;'ne e

Paddy is an importa
at? abundant supply of
Firozpur ang in some
considerable extent

transplanted in the en
is

Bajra is the ma; Bajra
and the beginllfrlgl;:,Jf~o ; kharif crop, JIt is s
uly and s own betw

mostly cultivated in the Fazilka g‘arvested n Octob
ahsil,

:en the end of June
r-November, 14 is

Maize is al Maj
. SO an importa al?e
during June to Augyst and i:thmajor kharif crop. It ;
arvested in Qgapa, . SCher:
Ctober—..p ally sown
—ecember,
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Cotton

Cotton is an important kharif crop of the District and is sown between
April and May and is harvested between Octoter and December. The
Firozpur District is associated with the cultivation of cotton, chiefly with
that of the long-staple cotton which is known in local parlance as Amrikan
kapah. The soil and climate of the District are very much suitcd to this
crop and its cultivation received a great fillip after the county’ s partition
in 1947, when it became deficit in this commodity. Cotton (desi) is sown
a bit carlier and is also picked earlier, whereas the American cotton is

picked later. .
Sorghum (Chari)

Sorghum is a fodder crop and is sown from the middle of March to
the end of July. Its harvesting starts from May and continues till
December. It is ready to be used as a fodder about a month and a

half after sowing.
Barley

rtant major rabi crop. It is sown from the
end of December and is harvested in the first
ed either alone or mixed with other crops.

r the middle of March.

Barley is also an impo
middle of September t0 the
fortnight of April. It is rais
It can be used as a fodder afte

Pulses
are gram, moong, mash, moth and
1l is gram which is sown as a rabi
the beginning of October.

The pulses grown in the District
masar. The most important of them a
crop at the end of the rainy season in

Barseem

ver is a rabi fodder crop and is sown from the

Berseem or Persian elo
middle of September to the middle of October and its cuttings are taken

till the end of June.
Sugarcane

g-duration crop, occupying the land for 10—12
months, subject to the variations necessitated by local conditions, rainfall,
irrigation facilities, climate, etc. It is planted from the middle of
February to the middle of March and is harvested between December and
April. It is not an important crop in the District and is grown mostly -

Sugarcane is a lon

jn the bet areas.
Oilseeds

Rape ‘'and mustard are the most important oilseeds grown in the

Fazilka Tahsil of the District.
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Vegetables.—To augment the Production of vegetables in the District,

al  Inspector
S-2rowing and
Demonstration
selected villapes
-quality seeds. Training
he farmers in vegetable-

to make necessary arrangeme

plots of different kinds of Vegetables have been set up in
to demonstrate the superior performance of good

camps are organized in different blocks to train
farming,

nts for vegetable sceds.

The area wnder vegetables hag increased considerah)
ceiling on land holdings and be

cause of the increase
respect to irrigation. A rise in the sale price of celery has a]
area under it. Vegetables are, in fa

tarmers,
The total area under vegetables j
2,112 hectares, Almost all the vegeta

¥, because of the
in facilities with

n the District in 1979.

80 was about
bles of the plaips, as de

tailed belaw,

Summer Vegetables,—Chilies (mirch), lady’s-finger (bhindi), bottie.
gourd (ghia kaddu), vegetable-marrow (chappan kadduy), squash mejon
(tinda), bitter-gourd (karela), pu

mpkin(halwg kaddy),
(ghia or kali tori), ash-gourd (petha), musk-melon (sarda kha
melon (tarbuz), long-melon (tar), tomato (tamatary, arym

potato (shakarkandi), and brinjal (baingan), long ang round,

Winter Vegetables.—Potato (alu), caulifl
(band gobhi), knol khol (gandh gobhi),
(shalgam), carrot (gajar),
(piaz) and garlic (asan).

Eruit Crops and Gardens.—Ag the
in fndia partake chiefly of the vegetarian diet,
is considered to be great importance. The food
recognized well and the frajtg have
complete or a balanced diet, Fruits are
proteins, which are essential for the mai
of'the body. They are also very rich i
the metabolism and growth of the bad

Overwhelming majority of the people

the Cultivation of fruits
value of frujtg has. been,
an essentia] part of g
rich in carbohydrates and
of life and for the growth
S which directly influence

8enerally
ntenance
N vitamip
y.

Citrus in the Firozpur District o gest aren under fruits
in the State. Of late, grape cultivation has gl become popuiny, The
Abobar Sub-Tahsil is particulary suitable for £rapes on account of the
dry climate and the late onset of monsoon rajns.

The. area, under fruits
in the District during 1979-80, was about 8,417 hectares,

cCupies  the. Iay,

e e
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e
e

Amount of loan

advanced for grape
Year cultivation

(Rs)

20,000
1972-73 85,000
1973-74 —
1974-75 —
1975-76 —
1976-77 —
1977-78 —_
1978-79 —_—
1979-80

. Deputy Commissioner, Firozpur)
(Source

i obar
Regional Frait Research Station, Ab

is in the charge of
:onal Fruit Research Station at A?,;ﬁ‘z:zially in any part
The Regiona ist. Date is not grown ¢ t of the Gujarat State.
a senior h"“’c““.ur a.rts of the Kutch Dnstnc. varieties are imported.
of India, except '8 P eey’ worth of dates of ce.rtam he Indian Council of
About four crore rup In view of this situation, t
dran.
from Iraq and;

-ordipated scheme for the
Rescarch launched in 1954-55 a co-ordipa
Agricultural Rese:

jtuated in the
g Town of Abohar si the-
jtivation. The urpose. For
development O_f d,at.e c\:ed zone, was selected for theI fdif:uo Conncil of
heart of the arid (6% roject was financed by the ntrol of the Punjab
first ten yeats, th::sh ? Later on, it came under the co
Agricultural RESBEE - Ludhiana.

; University, various
Aarerlr! of dates have been introduced ﬁ?mxf?;m
s, Enp, Mo o world exed 3. the

. ieties of . the: world exi oy

. ing: the leading. varietics G ‘ igue and thec
i mduﬁi:x:r_ This collection is stated to be unigue
Research Staﬁon‘a_ o "
biggest of ‘its kind:. in

As many as 49 varieti
countries, including the
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The station has a ver

) com i i . :
or cultivars. In 1980, aby prehensive  collection of citrus species

Resarch s out ?80 Species or varieties existed at the
© IDNow, which was imported from the USA. when

put on trj
ally d:l:lilnpr(i;ed to be the best variety and has been taken up commer-
mostly of tie ? ?ast few years. Besides, about 250 varieties of grapes—
number of themv':lifc:‘;s lg)roup__ collected and screened at this staﬁicn a
’ erpctta, Delight, T o
Beaut e ’ ght, Thompson, See
Y Seedless, Kishmish Charni, have showlr)l promic;ed]e?h'cart(::? 2:;
. This stati

was the first to set y
p three grape train;
S aImng systems
ystem, the Telephone System and the Kniﬁ)‘,in S;:’st“amcly, the Arbour
em,

(iv) Improved Agricultural Practices

:1‘ rotations, the sowing of crops by
Ing of cotton, the trench-sowing of

rove.d furnaces for gur-making, and
umping-sets,

» the line-so
usgarcane and the use of imp

installation of tube-wells and p

The high-yieldin ieti
g var :
are as under : teties of different Crops sown in the District

Name of crop Vari
ariety

Paddy N R

LR—3 T.
Wheat R.—8, Jay, P.R.—106

) - ) KS - 3
WG-357, WG.377, Wi 15e SoLalike

HB No. 1
Ganga No. s, Vijay, Ageti 76

-+ Bickaneri, F-414, 327, 3.34

(V) Crop Competition Scheme T

—
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(vi) Agricultural Co-operatives.

Various developmental activities in agriculture, small industry,
marketing and processing, distribution and supplies are now carried on
through co-operatives. The co-operatives in the State have made an
all-round progress and their role in, and contribution to agricultural
progress has particularly been significant. The schemes regarding the
construction of godowns and the conversion of villages into model
villages have assumed great importance in the wake of the Green
Revolution.

The Co-operative Movement was introduced into India by the
Government as the only method by which the farmers could overcome
their burden of debt and keep them away from the clutches of the money-
lenders. The Co-operative Credit Sccieties Act, 15C4 was rassed ty the
Government of India and rural credit societies were formed. Through
the appointment of registrars and through vigorous propaganda, the
Government attempted to popularize the Movement in the rural areas.
Within a short period, the Government realized some of the shortcomings
of the 1904 Act and, therefore, passed a more comprehensive Act, known
as the Co-operative Societies Act of 1912. This Act recognized non-

credit societies also. But the rural credit societies have continued to be

predominant till now.
(1) The Primary Agricultural Credit/Service  Societies.—The

agricultural co-operative credit structure in the Punjab State is broadly
divided into two sectors, one dealing with the short-term and medium-
term finance and the other with the long-term credit. In the State, the
short-term and medium-term credit structure is based ona three-tier system,
i.e., the Apex Co-operative Bank at the State level, the Central Co-operative
Banks at the district/tahsil level and the Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies at the village level. The major objectives of the primary
agricultural credit service societics are to supply agricultural credit to
meet the requirements of funds for agricultural production, the distribution
of essential consumer commodities, the provision of storage and
marketing facilities and for light agricultural implements and machinery.

Owing to an increasing emphasis on the development of land
and agriculture, long-term co-operative credit has assumed great
importance. There is the Punjab State Land Mortgage Bank at the Apex
and the Punjab Mortgage Banks at the district/tahsil level. These
Primary Land Mortgage Banks advance loans to the farmers for

long term purposes.

At the operational level, there exists a primary co-operative to
extend credit to the farmer. This unit epitomizes the vitality and service
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potential of the Co-cperative Movement in India. The organization of
these societies dates back to 1904, when the first Co-operative Societi€s
Act waspassed. These societies were started with the object of providing
cheap credit to the agriculturists in order to free them from the clutches of
?he rapacious money-lenders. The agricultural primary credit society
is the foundation-stone on which the whole co-operative edifice is built.
Even now these socicties dominate the co-operative piéture.

The first Agricultural Credit Society in the Firozpur District
was fegistered on 4 October 1911, at the Village of Khalchi Kadim in
the.Fn.rozpur Tabsil. Orginally, the movement was confined to the credit
societies only and, thus, credit dominated till the partition (1947). After

t}.xe partition, the Co-operative Movement began to spread to other field,
viz. labour, construction and farming.

i In 1979'?0’ the number of agricultural co-operative credit societies
in the District was 309 with a membership of 1,21,761. The loan

advax%ced during the same year amounting to Rs 2,180.35 lakh and the
deposits to Rs 26.84 lakh.

(‘2) Agricultural Non-Credit Societies—While credit is and must
.remam' for some time the chief concern of the Co-operative Movement
in Ir.ldla, development during other times has been steady, even if
relatively slow, since 1912, when the non-credit societies werf; brought
officially under the acgis of the Movement. The World War 11 (1939—45)
came as a God send boon with respect to the development of the
Co-operative. Movement. Prices of agricultural goods began to rise and
touched new peaks. The repayment of loans was accelerated and deposits
began to pour in. The number of societies alsorose. Another interesting
development in co-cperation during the War wast the extension of the
M(?Vtt{ment to non-credit activities, viz. consumer’s co-operative marketing
societies, consolidation societies, etc. The number of agricultural
non-credit societies in the district was 38 in  1978-79.

Agricultural Co-operative Marketing Societies

. Ma.rketing has occupied a far smaller place in the co-operative
picture in India than in many countries, notably Denmark and the USA,
but not other non-credit line of co-operation, with the possible exception
of  the eonsolidation of land holdings and joint farming enterprises,
seems to hold greater possibilities of help to the agricultural population
of India, Thf” development of co-operative marketing in India is closely
bound up with the problem of credit—the claims of the money-lenders

commonly inhibiting the cultivator’s freedom of action in disposing of
his crop. '
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The full utilization of loans advanced depends upon the arrange-
ments for the marketing of surplus produce. For this purpose, there
s the Punjab State Marketing Federation at the State Level, wholesale
societies at the district level and marketing societies at the market
ievel. These societies also provide other agricultural facilities and make
arrangements for the supply of domestic items in the rural areas.

In 1979-80, there were 10 agricultural  co-operative marketing
societies in the District, with a total membership of 5,982 (5,056 indi-
vidulas and 926 societies). During the same year, their paid-up capital
was Rs 19.70 lakh and the working capital Rs 558.52 lakh, and they
marketed goods worth Rs 99208 lakh.

At the State level, the Punjab State Co-operative Supply and Market-
ing Federation (MARKFED) is playing an important role in building
up an integrated structure for remunerative marketing and storing of
agricultural produce. It has played an important role in hastening the
Green Revolution in the State by arranging ready supplies of essential
farm inputs needed by the cultivators.

Co-operative Farming Societies

The Royal Commission on Agriculture in 1928 observed that if
co-operation failed, there would fail the hope of the Indian agriculturist.
Co-operative farming is a compromise between collective farming and
the peasant proprietorship and gives all merits of large-scale farming
without abolishing private property. It implies an organization of the
‘armers on the basis of common efforts for common interests. Under
this system, all landowners in a village forma co-operative society for tilling
the land. The land is pooled, but each farmer retains the right of property.
The produce is distributed among the members in proportion to the land
and labour contributed by each. They are allowed to withdraw from
the co-operative farm whenever they desire. In India, the exceedingly
small size of holdings is perhaps the most serious defect in our agriculture,
If agriculture has to be improved, the size of the holdings must be

enlarged.

The co-operative farming societies, thus, enable the cultivators to
eénjoy the economies of large-scale farming: through the pooling of land-
management resources. In 1978-79, their ‘number in the District was

13s.
Other Societies

_ Besides the above, there are a number of other co-operative societies -
in the agricultural and altied fields. Their number in the District: -
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in 1978-79 was as under :
“\_\-._MN,‘N~_~__\_‘__«M e
Sgréa.\l Type of societies I‘ig{;‘slz?]rg in
T*-.Na;;ﬁ‘v;%ver’s Societies T 19

2 Co-operatiye Consumer's Societies iy

3 Co-operatjye Housing Societies 55

4 Co-operative Women’s Societies 69

5 Co-operative Milk-supply Societies 114

—— ._..—-.._-‘..__—“_‘.__-_“-...__

(Statistical Abstrge

1 of Punjcb, 1980, p. 298)
(vii) Progress of Scientific Agricultyre

machinery in g farming
marketing of (he preduce
fertilizers and improved

Cperations, rangip

g frem ploughing to the
and the use of the

preduce  and the use of

evolved improved agricultural
he crop yield byt also reduce fhe
d labour. Agriculture is bem.g
roved implements because of their

n by saving time an
gh the adoption of imp
nd  wider scope for

mechanized throu

-thresher of different types
€ traditiona) System  of threshing Wh_e“t
The tractor-owning farmers are also adopting
such gas seed-drijs, seed-cum-fertilizer-drills and

actors are also replacing the buliocks, The number
Bistered in the Firozpyr District, a5 on 30 June 1980, was
20,438,

under the feet of bullocks,
precision Mmachines,
Corn-planters, Tpe tr

Through the
Popularization of
agricultura] implem
implemznts gnq big

Operation of ¢pe schemes of demonstration and
agricultyral implentens, the quality marking of
*Ols, and the Concessions gud loans allowed on
fachines, there hag pog, a significant increase in the

e i e
e e e e
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. h as the
d implements, suc
. . implements. Impro‘fe ill and the
adoption Of' lmplr ovgﬁslThi Kisan hoe, the smgle—roz CO;;?::];':
in ou » the ‘
liur;:‘:rts:vn }gxa\ll)e become very popular among
ar ,

: are the
: ts still in common use
icultural implemen iy j (spade)
The o tyl}:es Of\zﬁgszn plank), khurpa, drati (sickle), kassi(sp
desi plough, sohaga
iali oke). L. large number of
and P.an]all & is basically an agricultural district ;;: ia) i:trfct forms an
. Flrozp‘"" y lements are produced here. lements not only in the
agricultural m:i for the production of these ,Al,mrli’cultural implements are
important cen ia as a whole. Ag Madhya
: i thern India a ; Mabharashtra, Ma
Punjab but in nor such as Gujarat, he wheat-
i to far-off States, .. nts produced are the \
supplied even he main impleme \ X d disc
il Nadu. The f various kinds an
Pradesh and Tami . lier, ploughs o ) !
i , rice-sheller, p of agricultura
thresher, malle-tfh restarmtor accessories. Many types
bharrow and a few

i ing centres, such as
e produced at ail the important trading
i ents ar :
lI‘Elilrpol:g:u, Fazilka and Abohar

. . icultural production
. ; t for increasing agri unled
asic requiremen f good seeds, coup
Seeds-TT?ieml;roved seeds. Inadequate sup;)ztioo ng has been one of the
is the supply o ) how in seed pro » Das bridee
. al know- . roduction. To bri 8
with the lack of technic : d agricultural p o
. . i tting increase . d seeds, the Punj
impediments in t iede mgand and the supply ofdnll:li;;l;o:[eear Plan (1956—61).
the gap between during the Secon - inlication of
d farms dur, : n the multiplicatio
Government set up sce ly concentrating o o
n mostly 3 seed farms
These farms have Z::ble crops. In 1979-80, ther;:l;;el) ; Abohar and
cash crops and v:geach at Malwal (Firozpur ;
the District, on

Gobindgarh (Fazilka Tahsil).

or less regularly
. . fined as a more Soil
jon.—Rotation is de e vlace of land. So
Cr°lt) rz::;::sl;on of different crops on gth:hia:)tafjon of crops, The
recurrent s ined b pracnsln . . th
ined oy pract lternately wi
fertility can also b‘ierdeg?rom he growing of ‘kgummo:]sl a: by the ancient
benefits to be d.erltl recognised by early Infilans o d turnips or root
cereals were dlSUﬂ;:( y and the benefits of mter-croppedjscovered “bout
Romans and G'ree S’ith barley, clover and wheat wereI dian Agricultural
crops in rotatlog wExperiments conducted at the nWing of 2 lognage,
a0 i Englfmt. New Delhi, have shown ‘hat, thediroee of soil fertility
Research Tnsti fi’evelops a stable type al;g l;lghyielirs of wheat can be
such as barseem, and that higher .
3 real Crops . e]y,
for the suwe§d11184 ;:ars than when wheat is grown successiv
obtained for 3 o

. ¢ manifold.
; the yields of crops ar p
f crop rotation on ip crop pests anc
The eff;f:iso: helps to control  weeds and certaip crop
First, the 70
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asi i i
ng the q_uantlly of organic matter in the soil. Third,
Tosion and increases fertili

FIROZPUR

ty by different crops growing

d 50 as to enable the intake of plant food from

different layers  of the soijl.

The Cr ati
that-fodderor-’ rrr?:tlons generally followed in the District are : maize-
fallow-cottop - mafze-gram-cott?n s cotton (American) wheat or cotton-
paddy-wheat - blazje- Wheat-bajra or guara ; groundnut-wheat or barley
> ra-gram . - . ..
fallow-sugarcane. 8 » Ruara-wheat  ;  senji-sugarcane ; and
Fallow Cultivation.-—p

fal : i ., .
crop has been harvcstedy allow land is meant the land from which one

the next crop. T and the land is left to rest until the sowing of
. ese fallows are of (wo kinds, viz. the ‘old fallows’

and the ‘¢ , . .

uncultivate:r;f:: afznows'. Fields which, ~after abandonment, remain

uncultivated durip thng period are called ‘old fallows’ whereas those kept

the fallow o:ultiiatiC current year are called ‘current fallows’, Therefore,

rested in  this on means the cultivation of land which has
way. In the absence of organic manures and fertilizers,

the fallow cultivation j impo
tion is very import i oi ili
e preon s y portant  for replenshing soil fertility

urrent fallows, how-

ever, depen ; . .
» depend on rains. If rains are timely, the maximum area is sown

and very little s left fallow.

Fel.'tilizers and Manures.—The bas;i
Crops s the fertility of the soil whi

the.mmimize the loss of nutrients
to irrigation, fertilizers and manur

i ! es are, t
for increasing crop yields. + therefore,

most important

Chemical Fertilizers

organizational measures, such as the i

areas and pack

training car:ps aiiecrle’rogr?mm.es’. large-scale demonstrati

o car ef:f Crease in distribution centres, provis; adequate

harieulis Ce:ctlve co-ordination among”diffe ot dof rments
\  Co. . ‘ rent  departments

lopment), the consumption of

, ntensive agri
publicity, agricultural

TTTT T T Fertilizer consumption
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chemical fertilizers in the District during 1972-73 to 1979-80 :
(Tonnes of nutrients)

Total
Year TN P K
9723 T T 19,459 3,965 1350 e
1973-74 .. 19,660 4,304 1,740 26,704
1974-75 N 17,070 2,737 897 20,704
1975-76 N 25,141 4,671 480 29,292
1976-77 B 27172 8,863 1,552 38,187
1977-78 .. 36205 9,24 1716 47,168
197879 . 4298 14910 1,708 64,906
1979-80 N 55,611 20,035 2,685 78,331

(Source : Chief Agricultural Officer, Firozpur)
Local Manurial Resources

d the Cattle-Dung Manure.—Good quality farmyard
most valuable organic matter applied to soil. It
ure used by man ever since he took to agriculture
nures. It not only supplies the
it also improves the physical
eavy or deteriorated soils. It
d with animal dung and urine.

Rural Compost an
manure is perhaps the
has been the oldest man
and is still the most popular of all ma
soil with the much-needed nutrients,
conditions of very light soils or very h

ists mainly of vegetable matter mixe .
CT(;:m:Zast PUanb Conservation of Manures Act, 1949 (Amended in 1950)

for the setting up of manure-conservation committees and
ate Government to notify particular areas f or the purpose
of conserving manure and makes it incumbent on the cultivators to take
such measures as may be necessary for the purpose. The rural-compost

i te in October 1966.
as made permanent In the Sta in
schen’Il‘;:l:Vrural compost prepared in the District from 1972-73 to 1979-80

provides
empowers the St

is given below : Rural compost
prepared
Year (in tonnes)
- B 14,00,000
1972-73
.. ,50,000
1973-74 2 50 000
1974-75 " 7 000
1975-76 . : 2’2(5)’000_
1976-77 B 15.00.000
1977-78 B 15’ 50’000
1978-79 | 3 16,00,000
1979-80 ——

(Source : Field Manure  Officer, Punjab)
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Green Manures.—Besides the rural compost and the cattle-dung
manure, the use of green manure is another source of building up soil
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District during 1972-73 to 1979-80 is given below :

Year Town Compost
fertility. It provides the soils with organic matter and nitrogen, prepared
besides improving the physical properties of the soil and conserving (tonnes)
moisture. The popular green-manure Crops are gugra or cluster bean —— .
.. 1,07,
dhiancha and sunn hemp. 1972-73 000
. 1973-74 .. 1,10,000
. 'The .scheme.for the extension of green-manuring in the State was 1974.75 B 1,00,000
Initiated in April 1961. The area under green-manuring in the District
during 1972-73 to 1979-80 is given below - 1975-76 . 1,12,000
e - 1976-77 . 1,06,000
Y 1977-78 .. 1,05,000
ear
Area unde.r green 1978-79 .. 1,08,000
manuring
(ill hectares) 1979.80 .. 1,20,000
o (Source : Field Manure Officer, Punjab)
- Sullage Utilization.—Crops grown on sewage or sullage effluents
1972-73 also give considerably higher yields than those with f)rdmary irrigation
1973-74 19,000 water. Sewage or sullage is a mixture of numerous kinds of wastes,
1974-75 19,500 (viii) Agricultural Insect Pests and DisFases and 'Ob!mx'ious Weeds
) 21,000 Insect Pests and Diseases.—A luxuriant cropis an open Invitation to pests
1975-76 and diseases. The protection of crops from sucl.1 pests and diesases a.ssumes
24,765 a special significance in the wake of the increased consumption of
197677 23,650 fertilizers and improved seeds.' The high-yielding vanetlc; (1)1f cireals an.dl
1977-78 other crops are more susceptible to pests :jmd diseases. erefore spe.cxa
20,000 emphasis needs to be laid on plant-protection measures. To cover a wider
1978-79 19.800 ‘ area under these measures, the aerial spraying of crops (particularly cotton)
1979-80 ’ by using helicopters has been introduc?d' since 1965-66. The growers are
20,000 required to pay only the cost of the pesticides, and other charges are borne
———

by the State.

(Source : Field Manure Off icer, Punjab) The insect pests and diseases commonly met with are given below :

Town Compost and S e Crop pests and diseases: .. sugarcane stem-borer, sugarcane top-

ullage Utilization PP borer, sugarcane pyrilla, cotton, jassid,

Town Compost.—The refuse avaj . cotton  leaf-foller,  rice-bug,  the
ailab i i i i

source of good-quality compost whi::h i::lbt he tf;'wn 's another potential pansukh disease of rice, sarson aphis,

. ¢ utih i J (4]
production. To harness this source for increasip cod to increase crop toka loose smut of wheat, the Karnal

all-out efforts are being made to h
manurial purpoges, The quantit

g agricultural production,
ave these wastes properly conserved for
¥ of town compost prepared in the

bunt of wheat, etc,
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Fruit pests and diseases:: citrus psylla, lemon caterpillar, mango-
hopper, mango mealy bug, citrus canker,
cte.

Vegetable pests : red pumpking  beetle, brinjal hadda,

potato and bhind; Jassid, brinjal and
bhindi fruit-borer, etc.

Store-grain pests: khapra, susri, dhora, ctc.

Miscellaneous pests - field rats, etc.

Agricultural Pests and Diseases and Obnoxious Weeds Act, 1949, under

punished on conviction by a Magistrate with
P to Rs 50 or in default a simple imprisonment for
a period not exceeding ten days. Notices arc issued by agricultural
inspectors to  those cultivators who do not eradicate the pohli  weed

through persuasion before it maturcs jts seeds and the defaulters are
reported for legal action wherever necessary,

(d) Animal Husbandry, Poultry and Fisheries

In the field of agriculture
brought about by improved s
But for the full utilization
agriculturists and increase

» the Green Revolution has already been
eeds, fertilizers and better farm practices.
of soil fertility, fyl] employment for the

in the rura] income, the development of

feeding and measures to control diseases,

The livestock broadly includes
bovine species includes cattle and th
goats. Cattle and buffaloes constit
part of the livestock in our country, a
of the draught power used in agric

bovine and ovine species. The
€ ovine species includes sheep and
ute the major and most important
s they are not only the main source

ulture but are also the source of milk-
supply. The District has a large number of Sahiwal cows and Nili
buffaloes. Both these breeds are wel| known for heavy milk yield and a
long lactation period,
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breeds with respect to the milk-yielding capacity without impairing the
quality of bullocks.

Livestock continues to be a valuable possession of the farmers T'n spxte
of the fact that the agricultural economy is heading )tlow.vards mz;cﬂk;ix'].;zrzl‘;xsl.
i i ducts adds to the income o .
The sale of milk and other animal pro m armers.
i ivestock increases the fertility of land, wi
The manure obtained from the lives k1 ]
the result that agricultural production is increased. The.fol!owmg table,
based on the Livestock Census, 1972, shows that the District possesses a
good number of livestock :

Livestock and Poultry in the Firozpur District

1972
R o Total Tahsil Tahsil  Tabhsil
for the Firozpur Zira Fazilka
District

I Livestock .. 659,833 766436 2,551,892 2,03,209 3,11,335
. 2,81,294  3,16,272 1,06,235 82,993 1,27,044
;::;;zl:loes . 2,59,694 3,12,549 1,10,552 97,558 1,04,439
Horses and Ponies .. 2,238 2,568 572 744 1,252
Donkeys .. 5,026 3,526 1,226 835 1,465
49 188 20 21 147
- ) 60,645 48,592 11,962 3,922 32,708
o ) 40,573 72,027 19,475 15,650 36,902
oo ) 9,730 10,263 1,701 1,338 1,224
e ) 581 451 149 148 154
I }:::my .. ‘. 110,300 1,33,318 32,459 46969 53,890

(District Statistical Abstract of Firozpur, 1973-74, pp. 130-131)

At the District le\;el, there is a D_istric.t Animal Husbandry f)fficer
at Firozpur. He is under the administrative contr<.>1 of the Dxr?c or,

. bandry, Punjab, Chandigarh. The off:ce. of th? District
:2;::: g::b:ndry’ Officer, Firozpur, was. establ:sl'xed in 1(9:511
Previously, the District was in the cha".g‘_3 .Of the .Supell;mtsndex:tt;rs l.‘:t
Veterinary Department, Jullundur Division, with headqua
Firozpur,
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(i) Animal Health Wing and Animag} Brecding Wing

At the district level, the i
two wings, viz, the Animal
Animal Husbandry Officer, Firozpur, angd the Animal By

in the charge of the Project Officer, Intensive
Project, Bathinda.

ceding Wing,
Cattlc Development

Animal Health Wing.

—This wing is in
Animal Husbandry Offi

the charge of
cer, Firozpur, who i« .

The activities of this
of contagious diseases am
(i) the castration of useless

improvement
of breeds ; (iv) the Supply of bulls of improved breeds ; (V) the main.
tenance of stallions for horsc-and i

wing relate to (i) the control g
ong animals ; (i) the tre

These activities
17 Pe€rmanent outlying

clopment Centre
District,

Animal Breeding Wing,
is looked after by the p
Project, Bathinda, and, as
the districts of Bathinda,

—The breedin
roject Officer,
Such, there isa joj
Faridkot and Fj

& Work in the

d by this wing gare .

(i) the
al breeds of cattle an

d of the

3
breeders at subsidizeq Tates
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; f demonstra-
iv) the establishment o
. fodder crops (iv) . . rasses and
for the improvement of iving grants for popularizing fod(.le'; £ calf rallies
tion pasture plots by fhe provision of funds for or.ganmmg1 ! e
orsilo pit's ; a‘:fiv:;') to the breeders to look after their young
for giving incenti

: ing in view the importance of
Development .Of ‘Gautsll:: l(t‘ju;;tlz(lze]gev;lopment scheme wa:s ]::rnvc::l(:
gaushalas and pir'zlrapole}f, development of selected gaushalas ;)nmduced
on all-India basis for.“t( eroducing centres. Sucl} a schem; ]was 1There ced
cattle-bredi“_g‘cu.m-ngl‘5 6-5p7 during the Second Flve-Yeahr a;:]alabad are
g0 the II)um?lb tllrxlelDistrict at Firozpur, Fazilka, Abohar,
4 gaushalas, in

Zira.
Cattle Fairs and Shows

1d 'at different
ber of cattle fairs and shoWS.t a1reimhf70rtance to the
A laree nuH: ict every year. These are of vita ide the market for
; Distri fairs provi
places in the rear cattle as these. ide the breeders
{armers and Otlimers':;h:attle The cattle fairs also, Iizoz;d also provide
. a
selling and purchsai itable types of animals and al ield
. select sut . ces in the fie
with an OPP""“"'tyiot: for exchanging ideas and experien
them with an occas
: k-breeding. . vardhana,
o fivestoe d in view, the Central Council Oghgl(;sarsveek every
. H 1 ’ .
wnh' this en 1955 the celebration of Gosamvarthe State Animal
New Delhi, Startedlm Ashtami. For this purpose,
Gopa )
year on the

is fund, 50 per cent of
ds. Out of this
tallots the fun i vardhana, New
Husbandry 'Depa'rt;lrl‘zr: by the Central Council of Gosam
the expenditure is

Delhi. Castration

i i ential for the
C wi dard animals is ess
! T i - 461 bulls were
i oine:;kof Livestock. During 1979-80, 1,
effective improve ent
castrated in the District.

i attle
cattle—Wild and stray c
of wild and stray trol this menace,
oy Ofg:l::atc;e slanding Cl’OPS-W_IIZ o;gcelr tS(:rfl(;n Cattle Catching
do much dama Cched the Wi | Cihin
g State Govem;nenltijrll:gr the scheme, cattle-catching parties
Scheme in 1962-63.

g p i y l .
en

_ der Fodder Crops: . barseem

@ Arenun rops in the District are jowar, ~gi:;;ai)est Pefiod’
The main fodc::'r: the Cattle, August to Novemb:r lsriad the cattle

oats, turnips, eJtc. i: the worst time. In the former period,

and April to June
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fed on green fodder, such as grass, jow
period wheat and dry stalks of barley,
are fed on senji, bajra and stalks of sugarcane,

shows the area under fodder crops in the District fro

Area under fodder crops in the Firozpur District during

Yeur
Fodder crops {572-73 1373-74 1974-75 197576 1976

‘Kharfi’ crops

ar and moth, and ip the latter
Apart from the above, the cattle

The following table
m 1972-73 to 1979-80:

197273 t0 1979.8¢

(hectares)

71197178 197875 Torens =

(hahiy 19461 17430 20,750 21467 59,45 18302 19,835 16,509
Guara . 32186 26175 18751 916 206 1553 1,328 535

Other fodders 18,615 20,180 19,940 15,270 13 g, 15961 1783 19797
Total .. 70,262 63,785 59441 46653 59.978 497973 w7 T

‘Rabi’ crops

Berseem . . 12,067 18,611 19,440 18,938 14,997 19,148 18,797 20,182
Oatsavi) 1678 1810 2721 |47y 2005 w0 an oo,

Other fodders

(turaips) . 12,069 6,568 6,973 7750 6408 5843 7235 548
Total 25814 26989 29134 3%.509 27-57‘77?55‘“27,59“2?,;;

Grand Total 96,076 90,774 g3 375

The Food and Fodder Development Pro
taken under the Key Village Scheme,
grow improved varieties of fodders ang
supplied at subsidised rates,

The village common lands, which were used
consolidation of holdings, have b

(i) Dairy-farming

According to the Livestock Census, 1972, the

en brought ypge

— .

a8 pastures before the
T cultivatiop,

Mumber of cattle
(cows) and buffaloes (in milk) wag 56,952 and

Buffaloes constitute the maj
also a good number of sheep
of no commercial importance.

It source of the Supply -of -
and goats, byt their mij)

91,412, respectively.
milk, There are
K yield is low ang
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i i istrict, but a large number
There' s 1o r'egular da:lr};of;?v;? Ilntziijlht(;h]l) ]ssmall dairies for supp]y'ing
D ncople in the vmages\;?th the increasing concentrat‘im.a of population
milk to the tow1'1f°¥k}; the rise in the price of milk, dairying has beczr:g
in the. towns and wit ite a good number of people also #egp C(Z]wsts
g }f)? 3;'"g ?: Srl:ee:'tlgeli]r own requirements of milk and milk products.
uffaloes

i ep-breeding v .

N for the development of sheep and the p_rodu;tlo:h:efpw:noé
A schem.e e te in 1957. It aims at developing t eh e

was st_arted n the‘Star oving the Quality and yield of wo?l throug

W('x;lti]f?g l;(Sl::)};vll::}c,ig];n gf sheep husbandry and wool technology.

scie

fgriat i ied on in the sandy areas f)f
oncep-breeding in ﬂl]:er? ‘ts}tlz:w:r:ﬁ?c:;l metheds o‘f brecdi.ng Zt:l;
Fazilka and Abohaf " Department is, however, trying tod;mopfrthc
provail. : h; Z;t:;g];ry};ng pedigree rams, which serve the nee
these methods
sheep owners. | heep and wool extension centres in thle Dis;t;;it
There are cight S](eliii Khera, Nihal Khera, Islarpwa a, o o,f
Jabohar, Am; ril;::';lwala where work regarding the improve
Jalalabad and A ’

i is carried on. The
ds and the control of dlSCaSC§ o Sl'w:;pon in five bolcks, viz,
e sfa' derpest on a mass scale is carrie
eradication of rin

i d Abohar.
i Guru Har Sahai, Jalalabad, Fazilka an
Firozpur,

ccording v of sheep and

According to the Livestock Census, 1972, the zun;ber .
a 4 7 7 respectively.

oats in t;lel District was 48,592 and 72,027 resp

g0

Y) Poultry Farming n religions

v ' le had no liking to rear poul;ry, parrtti]t)i,o(r)l polgl;try-
Dreviousty Seogﬁ other grounds. But, after tre o}:lltry to ;neet their

foounds and party ite popular, and people rea }; mercial poultry

2rming has b;come ql:tnd meat. A large number of com

own demands for eggs ’

farms have also been set up- ntres in the District at Firozpur
ion ce
Itry extension
There are two pou

and Guru Har Sahai.

(vi) Piggery ; dern lines and to give
oy on mo
ig-rearing industry . dry Department,
. To develgp ﬁ;‘fc p;;igg-raising, the . Animal I-lIuslr}a: (\l?ncoutl')age and
1mp¢?tus to scxentlig breeding farm at . ~S:el::a1;nes in blocks, some
Pl.m)z;b,. setslg;l fcale pig-rearing on MO
Popularise -
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; . . . .
ncentives are given to the Interested farmers. Subsidies are given for

purchasing pigs constructin i [ i
: » s 2 model sites and f “hasi
feedmg-throughs. o purchasine iron

; Wlt?l a view to imparting technical knowledge and educate the
carmers in the latest'modern techniques of pig-raising short-term training
ourses are run at Intervals at the Government Pig-Breeding Farm.

. {\ccording to the Livestock Census. 1972, the number of pigs in the
District was 451.

(vii) 7 Fisheries

‘ 'I"he administration of the Fisheries Department in the Firozpur
Dfstrfct is controlled by the District Fisheries Officer Firozpur. The
District is divided into two fisheries circles, viz. the Firpzpur Circle and
the Ghal Khurd Circle, for the implementation of the (fisheries
development schemes, Each of thsese circles is under the charge of a

fisheries offi i i . .
fishermen, ficer who is assisted by one or more field asistants or

Tl.le fisheries resources of the district are vast and varied,
comprising both running and impounded waters. The running watet
resources constitute the Satluj River, streams and their tributaries,
canals and drains running within the boundaries of the District. Such
Waters are known as ‘public waters’, and their fisheries is leased out
by open auction on yearly basis.

The Distfict is also rich in natural and artificial impounded waters,
th? ff)rmer being the dhands (i.e. large stretches of water formed by the
shifting course of the river) and the latter the village ponds and tanks

In 1979-80, the area stocked with fish in the District was 12.40
hecta.lres. As many  as 98 fishing licences were issued during the year,
The income from fisheries during the year was Rs 3,06,816.

00 d ame f h, i i

(1) Majc?r corps of the subfamily Cyprinide of the family Cypri-
nidae of the order Cypriniformes. These include catla
catla (thail or thaila), Lapeo rohita (rohu or damra)

labeo calbasu (kaliahan of kalaunch) and cirrhina mrigala
(mori or mrigal).

(ii) Catfishes of the suborder Siluroidei of the order Cypriniformes.

T!lese include ‘Wallago attu (mullee), Mystus seenghal a
(singhara or singhari), Rita risg (khaga).
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(viii) Apimal Diseases and Veterinary Hospitals

Animal Diseases.—The District is relatively healthy and livestock
diseases are not common, except in the bet area, where seasonal
(inundation brings galghoru (haemorrhagic septicacmia) and phar sujan
quarter). The foot and mouth diseasc also appears at times as an
epidemic. Goitre and liver rot are common among sheep and goats,
and surra  among hourses and camels.

Veterinary Hospitals.—As far back as 1885, the first attempt to
provide skilled treatment for animals was made in the District when
the District Board appinted a Veterinary Assistant. He was in charge
of the whole District with his headquarters at Firozpur, but the amount
of work he was called upon to do soon indicated the necessity of increas-
ing the staff. Three more veterinary assistants were, therefcie, appoint-
ed with their headquarters at Muktsar and Zira in 1888 and another in
1890.

On the provincialization of the Civil Veterinary Department in 1901,
the staff sanctioned provided for a man in cach tahsil and one to tour in
the whole District. About a decade after, in response to popular demand
an extra man was appointed for the Sub-tahsil of Abohar. In addition
to these officials, the District shared the services of the Veterinary
Inspector with District Montgomery (now in Pakistan). Each of the
tahsil veterinary assistant, including the one at Abohar, was in charge
of a veterinary hospital at the tahsil headquarters. Besides the veterinary
assistant, there was a compounder at each veterinary hospital and
the usual menial staff who were provided by the District Board. The
staff was under the supervision of a veterinary inspector, whose services
were shared by another district, and the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary
Department, South Punjab. The staff was largely engaged in dealing
with contagious diseases, the outbreaks of which was reported to them
by the patwaris and lambardars.

When not engaged in controlling contagious diseases, the veterinary
assistants remained at the headquarters where their time was fully occupied
in treating a large number of animals that were brought for treatment
daily. Treatment at the hospitals used to be free to all who did not pay
income tax, but later on all who paid over Rs 50 as land revenue were
charged.

The District is served by 52 veterinary hospitals, 17 permanent
outlying dispensaries and 3 artificial insimination centres, as per details
8iven below ;
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Permanent outlying Dispensaries

Veterinary Hospitals

Insemination

Artificial
Centres

Government

Committee

Panchayat
Municipal

Samiti’

Government

Municipal
Committee

Zila Parishad

Rana

31

32 Rukanpura

FIROZPUR

33 Jalalabad East
34 Khio Wali Dhal

District Animal Husbandry Officer, Firozpur)

(Source -
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(¢) Forestry

The Firozpur District falls under the jurisdiction of the Divisional
Forest Officer, Firozpur Forest Division, Firozpur. He is assisted
by onc forest officer, 4 forest rangers, 2 deputy rangers, 14 foresters,
62 forest guards and ministerial class III and other miscellaneous staff,
This office in the Forest Department was established in 1972.

The main functions of the Forest Department are to plant trees along
roads, canals and railway strips. The Department also undertakes
the plantation of trees for fuel and the conservation of protected forests
under the Indian Forest Act, 1927. In addition, plants are also supplied
to the public at subsidized rates and technical assistance is given to

carry out the plantation of trees.

(i) Importance of Forestry in the Economy of the District.—The Firoz-
pur District adjoins the outskirts of the Rajasthan desert and is known
for high-velocity dust storms and shifting sanddunes. This fact gives
added importance to forestry, more so than any other district in the
Punjab except Bathinda. The tree growth has manifold advantages.
First, the trees reduce the wind velocity and, thus, lower the capacity
of the wind to carry away the soil. Second, the trees, by virtue of their
root system bind the soil and, thus, increase the ‘threshold velocity,
or, in other words, a wind of particular velocity, which can blow away
a given size of soil particles, will not be able to do so if there is a growth
of trees on the site. There are also several other indirect benefits which
accrue from forests and the most important among these benefits is that the
forests add to the humidity of the air and increase precipitation.

The District is very dry and deficient in trees. Therefore, it is essential
that a large-scale plantation of trees is carried outin this area, on the
State land as well as on private land.

(i) Area Under Forests.—The area under forests is classified accord-
ing to ownership. State and private. The forests owned by corporate
bodies and private individuals are included in the category of private
forests. The area under forests isalso classified according to the legal
status, such as ‘Reserved’, ‘Protected’ and ‘Unclassified’. The reserved
forests are permanently devoted either to the production of timber or
other forest produce and in them the right of grazing and cultivation is
seldom allowed. In protected forests, these rights are allowed, subject

to certain restrictions.

The area under forests shown in this secticn will not tally with the
figures given under section ‘Land Utilization’, supplied by the Director
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of Land Records, Punjab., The Forest Department reckons the entire
area, including the non-wooded arca under its control
arca, whereas the Land Records De
of the actual area under forests.

, as the forest
partnicnt calculates it on the basis

There is an acute shortage of fuelwood in this arid zonc. The
indiscriminate cutting of trees, consequent upon the consolidation of
holdings, and the launching of the Grow-More-Food Compaign caused
the scarcity of fuel in the countryside. Steps were, therefore, taken to
bring more Government land under the control of the Forest Department
for raising fuel and economic plantations thereon.  The strips along roads,

canals and railways were transferred to (he Forest Department for
scientific management.

The Forest Department is raising fuel plantations to mect the
growing demand for firewood. Firewood is also needed in plenty to
release  cowdung as manure for increasing  soil fertility and food
production. Shelter-belts and windbreaks along the cultivated fields in

sandy areas are also being raised to increase soil productivity and for
protection against the shifting sand.

The areas under forests in the District under the controf of the Forest
Department in 1979-80 was as under

. e e e e U

Particulars Arca

(hectares)

(i) Reserved forests

443 -33
(ii) Protected forests
Rail-strips .. 1138 -:00 1
Road-strips .. 1670 -00 \ 6600 -50
Canal-strips .. 379250 J
(iif) Unclassed forests 1636 -00
(iv) Area notified under section 38 of the Indian Forests
Act, 1927 158 50
(v) Area notified under sections 4-5 of the Land pre.
servation Act, 1900 3200 00
Total 12038 -33

—_—
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(iii) Fofest Produce.—The forest produce is-classified.into major e}nd
minor produce. Under the major produce arf: included timber and fl‘re-
wood, whereas under the minor produce are included grasses find t“ruxts.
Timber from shisham (Dalbergia sissu), kikar (Acacia'arablca'), jaman
(Eugenias jambolana) trees, etc., is used for manufz.icturmg fI.Jrn'lture and
agricultural implements, and also in the construction of buildings.

The annual income from the forest produce in the District, from
1972-73 to 1979-80, was as under :

Year produce produce
(Rs) (Rs)
572-73 6,44,082 2,865
1973-74 6,12,269 1,553
1974-75 8,63,585 7,155
1975-76 8,63,810 10,285
1976-77 9,01,944 5,685
1977-78 14,72,814 7,085
1978-79 17,90,203 4,510
1979-80 36,94,964 5,514

(Source :—Divisional Forest Officer, Firozpur Forest Division,
Firozpur) (©) Floods

Before the construction of the Bhakra Dam, normally the bet areas
of the Zira, Firozpur and Fazilka tahsils were always exposed to the floods
in the Satluj River, whereas Abohar was norma}ly not aﬂ‘ecteq by th;;r‘;.
High floods have been experienced in the Sat1u1. every year since 1 E
but the floods of 1947, 1954 and 1955 were specially severe, more partlt:
cularly the floods of 1955, which were unpreced.ented. T}.1e f10f>(:1 o
1955, which, owing to heavy and continual rains and insufficient
drainage, caused extensive damage.

In 1957, 1958 and 1959, houses and the standing crops in the
District were damaged by heavy rains. Again in 1973, 1975 and 1978,
crops and houses were damaged to a considerable extent by heavy rains
and floods.
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The intensity  of floods in the Satluj River has been considerably
ru_iu?:ed consequent  upon the completion of the Bhakra Dam. The
ex1§tmfg problems in the District are the local conjestion in drainage and
i;ls;:):].thc ‘watcr'-table, causing extensive damage to the cropped arca.

amage Department has taken up the work of improving the above-

round drainage ; side
i '@ dramage and considerable progress has been made in this respect,
encfiting a vast arca.

y Th.e follow?ng.tablc shows the damage caused by fleceds and heavy
ramms 1 the Distriet during 1973 10 1979 -

the

ing

alue owing to floods duri

the Firozpur District during 1973 to 1979

rainy season in

.

Damage caused to private property and (o the under crops to produce and its v
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Value
(*000° Rs)

Damage to crops
Produce
damaged
(00’ qtls)

affected
(hectares)

Area

ber of

houses
damaged

the heads
of cattle

lost

human

lives
lost

Number of Number of Num

affected
(sq. km.)

and towns

villages
affected

Number of Area

Year

46,984 1,366 14,887

4,732

1t

523

282

1973
1974

21,069
1,42,434

15,470
82,797

7,616
70,749

20
264

185

1,005

192

1975
1976
1977

25

885

63,947

24,701

9,117

34

247

383

1978
1979

— " — -~ —

(Statistical Abstracts of Puniab, 1974 to 1980)
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(g) Famine

The word ‘famine’ m

food caused by natural ca|

of rainfall, the depred

ay connot broadly a widespread shortage  of
amitics, such as the absence or acute shortage
ations of insect pests. cte., feading to distress and
starvation among the people. Tt may he distinguished from ‘drougl.ll:
and ‘scarcity’ which mean ‘dryness of the weather or the deficiencey of rain
and ‘insufficiency of food’ respectively.  Scarcities and droughts are
generally confined to limited localitics
Famine is no new feature in
can boast of not having {

. el fieea
and last for short periods of time?,
history. Very few countries of the world
faced this calamity at one time or  another of their

history. In our country also, famines had occurred in the past,
and tradition and history h

ave recorded some gruesome tales of the
trail of misery which famin

es had left behind them.

The famines after 1858, however,  excited
interest in India, England and the
and many humanitarian

necessity of providing the
the relief came.

considerable  public
world.  Newspapers gave publicity
institutions urged on the Government the
uffering humanity with large-scale relief and
After every famine,  the Government of India appointed
a commission to examine the circumstances in the wake of which famine

occurred and to suggest the nature of the relief operations which might be
undertaken. The Tecports of the commissions led to the creation of a
relief organization and the preparation of a Famine Code, which was
¢ to time to conform to the new situations.
The year 1880 i a land
it marked a new era
Government of India.

mark in the hist
in the history of the
Lord Lytton (1876—

ory of of Indian famines, as
famine-relief policy of the
80) decided that the Indian
»asin the past, deal with each famine, as it occurred,

but should lay down a

regular policy of preventive measures.  The report
of the Famine Commission of

1880, appointed by him, forms the
foundation of the existing provisional Famine Code. The main principles
uld be found for the able-bodicd in
P should be given to the helpless poor.

adopted were that employment sho
relief works and that gratuitous hel

mous famines of old times, as so much
of the Firozpur District wasg colonized with the construction of the Sichind
Canal in 1882 and with a system of inundation canals in the District,
known as the Grey canals, dur

ing the period 1875 to 1906.
In 1896-97, there was so

Me scarcity, but it could hardly be called
famine; it was marked by high prices

and a shortage of fodder rather than
by the scarcity of foodgrains.
1 Har Shanker Srivastava, The ‘H'istor_};rof VIndianrpamines, 1858—1918,
(Agra, 1968), p.1
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The period 1899—1900, of which the people frequently speak as
Chhapanj;l)a (B.E. 1956), was another bad year and the zamindars suffered

considerable losses from having to sell off large numbers of cattle at low
prices.

The village menials were the class that suffered most in both these
ears, and a number of people also came from Bikaner a_nd the? soutlll.
{’ario,us public works were carried out and this, with mcons.lderab e
suspensions  of land revenue, sufficed to help the people to tide over
the bad times.

With the extension of irrigation facilities after Independence, the
District is no longer liable to suffer from famine or scarcity.
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(2} Old Time Industries and Industriaj Developmeng:

The importance of industrics in the national
emphasis.  Though the truth of the slog
been well realized in the State, yet ¢
to be industrially well advanced.
old-time industry. The pre-emi
The genius of its people did not
and after Independence,
handicaps. There have,

industries such, as pottery, leather-tanning. ha
work, enamelling and saltpetre prep.
in the Punjab villages.
work, shoc-making,

cconomy needs o
an ‘Xnduslrialize or Perish® |
he Firozpur District ¢
it cannot hoagt of
nence of the

as
annot claim
any well-established
district fies in agriculture,
stries before Independence,
a border district, with the usual
however,  existed such cottage and vill
ndloom-weayi

aration in the district
Trades tike

pawa-

it became

age
ng, phulicari
as are common

sirkj moohra-making, wood.

making, carpentry  angd blacksmithy are
carried onin Firozpur, Fazilka was once know

\ . n for ban-making,. Desi
Juttis of Abohar, brepared in artistic designs with zari and tiffa, are
in great demand in the areg.

With the passage of time
set up in the District,
and pressing industries
District) after the Fir

existed a few units engaged in wool-prcssing.

scale wnits of cotton-ginning apg pressing
Fazilka and Firozpur,

v S0me  agro-based industries were also
Being o cotton~producing area, cotton

were cstablished at Giddarhaha (now in

-ginning
st World war (1914 - 13y,

Faridkot

Prcvious)_y also, there
Before

1947, a few small-
had aiso

been  set up at

Hussainiwala was once fa
refining unit was set upat F

In 193], 5 saltpetre-
: Enamelwares industry ang cutlery-
goods industry were aiso sta

rted at Firozpur during the fourth decade
of the present century,

mous for saltpetre,
irozpur,

After the partition of the
district. This proved to be a
progress. Such is particularly

country in 1947, Firozpuyr bacame 3 border
permanent impediment i its industrial
\ the case with the towns of Firozpur and
Fazilka, which are situateq quite close to the border, Aq the same, the
industrial progress in the district hag been quite €ncouraging slowly
and steadily, industrial units have been set up at Abohar.
the new industries started are
rubber-insulated cables, -
also progressing well

pressing factories, and
beea_set up at Abohar.

‘Report on the Industrial Survey of Feroze
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k Conflict of 1965 adversely affe.cted whateve‘:'i (}))lrlggf;f’z

The.mdo-Pa in the industrial field during the pre ! becartic
the district had made in reneurs got discouraged and the capita eesent
decades orso. The enterp ent became risky owing to th.e ever-prstme
all the more shy. lnvestm inst this deteriorating situation, the the
feac of war. To provide E:lgniber of concessions and fac111t1esd.tciricts
povernment Ofﬁfred ae?he industrial set-up of .the borderth ljesire(i
industrialists  to lmpr.(:jv ot go a long way in bringing about 3 esired
As these measures di eI;t gffere d further facilities’ and concessio
progress, tl:;ec}g(;‘;:?? and extension of industries in the area.
encourage

(b) State Aid to Industries

iori i the industrial set-up
i i ty to widen . et
ives high priori tox : T i
T o anoms fglt helps industrialization and mdustn: e

e econngc;entives are offered to the eflterprenul:z1 Sy

in various ‘Zayts "al units. These include concessmr'ls re%araw o
! " : i i Ting o s

P ation, in the procu '

) e o ’ ustries Depart-
finance and czplt;t;tepAid t’o Industries Act, 192?5, the 1n(<11 e
e t [i:)d;irv;s efinancial assistance in the forfm .(;td i:):::lise San Tﬁe e
Ny ent of 1 . WIL
in-ai idi the developm: | : i
m-ald/SUbSldlelsl) frcl)(r)unt of financial assistance granted in the
table shows the a .
during 1975-76 to 1979-80 :

ns Grants-in- aid and Subsidy
Loa
. f  Amount
ount  Number o
I\Im?tls)er ° [(\l:;) units (Rs)
uni
1975-76 .. 32 1,50,000 —
976-77 117 3,00,700 — _ .
1 . 1
49 3,00,000 2 ,0
1977-78 - o
8-79 46 3,00,000 1 0
1978- .. -
18 1,00,000 1 2,74
1979-80 .

(Statistical Abstracts 'of Punjab, 1976 to 1980)

financial institu-
I tment, a number of .

\ he Industries Depﬁl.f . . The Punjab
. Besides thte industrial units in the matter of fmfam:eand lavgouseale
pioas h:llpC rporation provides finance for the medium

Financi 0
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loans. The commercial b l; opdes advancing long and medium-term
8. al banks also advances log ;

\ : : ns to the small-sc

for short periods. i the smali-scale units

Other measures taken for the

_ promotion of i strics i istri
are discussed below - ndustries in the District

(1) Quality Marking Scheme.
by the Punjab Government for the
scale industries. Under this schem
units are quality-marked by tke Go
raw materials used, etc,
guarantee to the customers,
during the Second Five-Year P

—This scheme s a measure taken
development and growth of small-
¢, the products of the small-scale
veinment after testing the preducts,
Thus‘ the Government gives a third-party
Before this scheme, which was Jaurched
an (‘1956-61), the products of the small-
y with respect to quality, precision and

T¢ no such facilities made available to them

themselves could not afford to install

use of heavy costs, To overcome these

ment embarked upon this ambitious

s for testing the products, raw materials,

at Very nominal charges, These units

cal' guidance. The Firozpur  District

arking Centre, Ludhiana,

(2) Common-Service Facilit
¥/Develo
Rural Industrial ot chemes

Development/Co.mn0 .re

. ; n-Facility Centres.—These

centres have been op ¢ned in the rural areas to Provi:e com;le:n fa(glity
rk. They are located at Zira and Kot Isa Khan.

standardization, since there we
by the Government and they
machinery for this purpose beca
difficulties, the ‘State  Govern
programme of providing facilitie
ete. of the small-scale units
are also provided with technj
is covered by the Quality-M

() Punjab State Small Industries Corporation

:::ttupsas ;l)llan scheme during the Third  Five.
ate Small Industries Corporatio i

tl:oning from October, 1962, pIts ob?ecﬁi‘:;, aSeh a:)d:f: rh’cOStartICd fuZ(;-
finance, protecf and promote the interests of small-scal; im;l nste i a'lss:h;
State. The main functions of the Corporation comprise roourem nt
storage a‘md distribution of ail categories of industI:ial PrOCUretm eial,
whether imported or indigenous, viz, ferrous and non-f:rZu?:'A::alS,
coal, molasses, yarns, oils, dyes, leather, timber, chemicals, foam:

Ltd., Chandigarh.—
year Plan, the Punjab
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laminated sheets, plastic cane, spirit and plywood. The raw materials
are distributed to those industrial units whose names are recommended
by the Director of Industries, Punjab, Chandigarh, through its offices
opened in various towns. There is no depot of the Corporation in the
Firozpur District for rendering assistance to the small-scale industries.
However, the industrialists are given assistance to the offices of the
Corporation located at Moga and Malaut (now in the Faridkot District).
The Corporation also gives the facility of purchasing machinery on the
hire-purchase basis to the small-scale industries.

(i) Small Industries Service Institute, Ludhiana.—Set up in 1956
by the Government of India, the Small Industries Service Institute,
Ludhiana, has its regional office at Ludhiana, with jurisdiction over the
States of Punjab and Himachal Pradesh and the Union Territory of
Chandigarh. The institute provides technical counselling, training,
preparation and distribution of technical literature in the form of technical
bulletins, drawing and designs and economic information service. The
industrial management advice, marketing and rendering common facilities
in the workshopand laboratories of the Institute and its extension centres
are also included in the scope of its activities.

The services of the Institute have gone a long way in improving the
quality and finish of the goods produced by several industrial units in
the District.

(iii) Mechanical Engineering Research and Development Organi-
zation, Ludhiana.—The headquarters of the Mechanical Engineering
Research and  Development Organization are at Durgapur (West
Bengal). It has three centres, one of which is located at Ludhiana.
This centre was established in December 1965 to provide regional centres
at focal points of concentrated engineering industries in the country,
to assess their research and development needs, and to provide engineering
technology which is not otherwise available to them. Since the centre
has been set up to meet the requirements of the north-western region,
it also renders facilities to the engineering industries in the Firozpur
District.

The Scientific Committee appointed by the Central Mechanical
Engineering Research Institute, Durgapur, guides in framing the Plan
and Programme of the centre. The Technical Adviser to the Govern-
ment of Punjab, Chandigarh, heads the committee for the Ludhiana
centre.

The organisation helps'the industries to remove their technical
difficulties and to establish sound production practices with an
acceptable quality of products,
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(¢) Industrial Training 3
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Cemmence-
ment of

Minimum
qualification

required fer

PDuration

capacily of the

Seating

Course;/craft in which training
is imparted

Year of Establishment

Name and location of
the institution

Serial
No

session

training

ad mission

course

(7

4)

()

1

August

Middle

1 year

P
ks

i

metal
mecha-

sheet

Carpenter,

(1) Blacksmith,

August, 1963

2 Industrial Training Institate,

nic, motor vehicle, mechanic

worker,
tractor

Fazitka

FIROZPUR
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mechinist

turner

(compaoxite), wireman

(2) Fitter,

-
32

(3) Electrician

Matric with

I ycar

i6

{4) Stenography (Pynjabi}

Punihi

Total

Director, Industries (Industrial Training Seciion) Punjah

{Source :
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Besides the above-mentioned insitutes, there are 3 Government
industrial schools for girls, one each at Firozpur, Dharmkot and Zira.
They impart training in taitoring, cutting, needle-work and cmbroidery.

(d) Industrial Areas and Fstates

The scheme for the cstablishment of industrial estates was faunched
in the State in 1959. It was started with the object of dispersing industries
to economically backward rural arcas and creating conditions for planned
industrial growth. The urban industrial estatc at Friozpur was established
on 4 September 1965 to provide suitable accommodation for the
various indusirial units there. 1t has 19 sheds on the ecstate for .the
housing of small-scale units. There is no industrial area in the District.

Sources of Power

Power is a sine qua non for the economic development of the country.
In this District, hydroclectric power is the main source of the Power,
though other sources, such as coal, diesel and petsol are not unco.mlmor?,
especially when electricity is in short supply. However, elcctricity, is
speedily replacing other sources of power.

The demand for electricity is rapidly increasing in the District, partly,
because now it is no Jonger a Juxury, but has become a necessity and, partly
owing to the increase in the industrial unifs in the area. The ' ‘Green -
Revolution’ in agriculture can, infer-alia, be attributed to electricity, as
it helps to increase the irrigational facilities by cnergizing tube-wells.

Firozpur was electrified for the first time in 1935 and it vsed to
receive current from a 132-KV substation at Lahore (now in Pakistan).
After the partition (1947}, the supply of electricity from lahore was
stopped and Firozpur was fed from Joginder Nagar through the Ludhiana. .
grid substation. A 33-KV grid sutstation was ipstalled at Firozpur
in 1934. Before the partition of the country, only a few places, viz. the
Firozpur City, the Firozpur Cantonment, Atchar and Fazilka, were
clectrified. [Except Firozpur, at all other  places in the Distict, power
was generated through diesel-engines lccally by private companies.
Later on, in 1949, these private companies were taken by the Govern-
ment.

The District is being partly served by the Firozpur Division, partly
by the Muktsar Division, partly by the Malaut Division and partly by the
Abohar Division of the Punjab State Electricity Board. They are under
the administrative control of the Superintending Engineer, Punjat- State
Electricity Board, Firozpur. The bydroeleotric power comes from the -
Bhakra-Nangal project.



150 FIROZPUR

Muktsar Division.—The Muktsar Division came into existence in 1959,
Muktsar was electrified for the first time on 22 December, 1955, This

Division meets the demand of Arniwal, Nandgarh, Lakhewali, Ladhuwala,

» there was one 66-kv and two
»One cach at Fattan Wala and Sarainaga (now in the
Faridkot District) and Arniwala respectively. This Division gave 2

industrial connections in the Firozpur District during 1979.%0.

Firozpur Divison.—Thjs Division was cstablis hed in March 1949. The
zpur City and the Cantonment areas were the first places in the
District to pe electrified when a 33-kv grid substation, with a capacity of

n 1935, Under the control of this Division now
ubstation at the Firozpur Cantonment, four 33-kv

The Division mostly meets the demand of

the Firozpur City, the
Firozpur Cantonment, Mamdot,

Ferozcshah, etc.

Malaut Division.-—The Malaut Town falls into the new Faridkot
District. But for the distribution of electricity, this Division also serves
Some areas of the Firozpur District. The areas of the Firozpur District,
which recejve power, are Jalalabad, Gury Har Sahai, etc.

A 132-kv grid substati
one each at Jalalabad and
of this Divisiop. Th

Firozpur District during 1979-80.

Abobar Division.—This Division was establisheq in May 1976 at

Abohar. The areas of the Firozpur District, which receive power from the

Abohar Division, are the Fazilka City, Fazilka Sub-urban Abohar Sub-
division, etc.

Besides, a 132-kv grid station at Abohar
have been installed at Abohar, Khuian Sarwar, K hyj Khera and Fazilka
and a 66-kv substation at Laduka. This Division, during 1979-80, gave
24 industrial connections in the Firozpur[Distn'ct,

, four 33.ky grid substations

(f) Growth ang Development of Industries

Up to the beginning of the twen
industria] unit jn the District, which h
tract. In 193], q saltpetre-reﬁning

tieth century, there was hardly any
ad remained basically an agricultural

factory was set up at Firozpur. The
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ial-oriented, because rich sources
Jocation of this industry was raw-materlal oriented, e e
ofcfhe raw material were avai]able.m the are;t. kA{)t:ZaT:ISZ r:;lle area where
country in 1947, this industry received a set- ;1; a,kigtan 1 1940, & fitm.
the raw material was available formed a part o d\the .manufacturing of
ith a Japanese-trained and qualified expert, started the 45 in the large-
with a Japan ller flour-mill was set up at Firozpur in 19 Si ok
ena]melwilre. :,T?Qfﬂ a unit started manufacturing certain chemicals,
scale sector. )

but it was closed down later on.

w i i h as handloom-
illage industries, suc .

A ere were cottage and .v1 . oh as handloom-

'r:ZO‘]etahther tanning, shoe-making (especially the desi jutti)

weaving, . , sho

rope-making and soap making.

ituati istrict on the international border
oot tt};lee Sl:sfvttll(:::; :::)alr):;?(t)n of industires. Therc;ift:f;]::};i
adverse?y " rentes i fhe area was very slow. Before.thc? First 1:/' e
Plon e o ber of industrial units in the Dlstrlct was <'3sd1m(trics
o e ?2216 ty the end of tte plan rcincd. Tte in u‘;h <
et ]T rose'mer’ioﬁd were : plastic goods, optical goods, . Ssl:]]ated
rames. thlsz brushware, dhoop-making and rubber-maS ed
fr?:l"es ill‘l;:clz ;i::;uétion of oil-engines and bolts and nuts w
cables.

started during the same period.

. ed up during
The industrial progress in the DiStr;,Ct ‘t’;::as;:;v(v):‘v\rev:izﬁptie nimber of
Fhe Sec?nd F.ive-Yeatr P;leng(5 ].95-?-;;62;&]}; industry in the .]arge-sca}e (s);cet:nr
o ial unie ence in 1957 at Abohar. The production o the. imple-
cam.e e ex'lstelnc ents, such as threshers for wheat and n‘wanzs, e
aencultural i ehmtract:)rs and the production of sowing- fn . o
ments vtrorked wnThe machine-tools industry also developed from o
started in 1960. duction of porcelainware, motOl: pa.rts, d.ynamos, a o
powards. The produc d in 1960. Some cotton-spinning mills were al
tures, horn.s, ete Starte1964 A large number of workshops for repairing
?et \:p durltng 111232 ta(;so be;:n established. At Abobhar, fire-crackers are
ractors, etc.

also manufactured in the small-scale sector. .
1979-80, there were 4 units in the large-scale sector, cngag
In -80,

: xtiles ;

inning and pressing, in manufacturing saltpetre and te ’
cotton-ginnin ] T.
agdofhire wegre 1,219 units in the small-scale secto

(g) Industries and Manufactures of the District

g i i y i i tO large‘sca]e,
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sector have beep discussed, ay g whale, among those in the large-scale
sector. The jail industrics hgye been mentioned separately,

() Large-scale Industries
There is no heavy

and basi, industry in the District.
scale industries, which

A few large-
are in existence. arc mentioned below -

N Cotton-Ginm‘ng and pressing, - In (he District, this
important industry, ip which a large number of unis are ¢
which js the basic raw material of this industry, js
area.  The work s carried on both in the large-scale and small-scale sectors
Since the cotton-ginninp industry is raw-material-oriented, it is concen-
trated in the cotton-growing tract of Fazilka. Most of the units are loca-
ted at Abohar. There is hardly any unit in the Fazilka Town itself in the
large-scale sector.  This is kecause of the nearness of the Indo-Pakistan
border. Two or three units, established before the partition (1947), conti-
niue to function, but no new unit has come into existence thereafter. The

is the most
ngaged. Cotton
available in plenty in this

and States, gy its consumption in the District i nominal. The major

during 1979-80, with a total
of rupees. 1t wag establishedin
¢ small-scale sector.  The large-
Persons, whereas the small-scale

fixed investment of about Rs 34.06 lakhs
1973, Besides. 53 units are working in th
scale sector provided employment for 85
tector provided it for 1825 rerseps.

2) I'lour-Millir.g.chssls Sutlej Fle
#s Modi Trading and Industrial
unit of its king in the District j
1945, this unit has as annya] inst
Avpart from doing the work of fl
extracting. Thjs is alco an agr
wkeat, are paddy ard mustard, whijch are Jlecally availatle in Plenty.
During 1979-80, the unit employed 115 Persons and ;nade products, such
2 M and suj, mustard of ke), and rice, worth 138.42
lakhs.ot fupees. Its totg| fixed investment amounts to 14 Oé lakhs. The
machinery instaleq therein i partly indigenous and par;ly impo'rted-

Tur. new known
owners of the only
ter. Established in
about 34,000 tonnes.
Cs rice-.\hclling and oil-
Tke rain raw materials

cur-milling, it ge
c-tased ir.dvmy.
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(3) Cotton Textiles.—This is a post-Partifior? industry started in ]957;
There is only one unit of its kind in the. Dllsgtgl;t l:;g; ;aiggz-sfsé?ezectc’}rh?s
Abohar.  Its total installed capacity in w : ) ‘
i nit which consumes the basic agricultural })roduce o
ﬁu:hlgigtl:gt,l a;f.ﬁ Scto;]ton. But, this toc'> consumes only a frzc“ton]e()faiﬂe
cotton ginned in the District. The unit produces cotton an sne:lpiS 3; m);
The machinery installed in the unit is Wo.rﬂ"l 148 lakhs of rupeesﬂ:; - ft by
imported. The total output of the unit in 197'9-80 was wo: aout R
1,450 lakhs. It employed 3,468 persons durn'lg ;hat y:a . e fred
ix;vestment of 493 lakhs of rupees was invested mtt € unit up
The yarn is sent to places throughout the country.

(4) Oil-Mills.—During 1979-80, the only unit in the Iargec;scztilz ;c:::}::;,

en d in the extraction of oil from cottonseed was located a 8

was. in 1978, with a fixed capital investment of 27.04 lakhs of rupees

¥t ‘IV;_S/; egoup llrjt prod’uced goods worth 113.30 lakhs of rupees and employed
in -80.

11 persons. (ii) Small-Scale Industries

i at of India, small-scale industries
In a} developmge:;ﬁ;l; ?;ﬁiuc?n?:xihof our urgent need for accelerated
l.) faya Yltal role,; * Also, these industries help to dispose of wealth af]d
e ol BrOWTh listic t’endencies. With the emphasis laid on the socia-
b're'a k up monfo pociety the Government of India have rightly given a great
tic pat'tern o to t’he establishment and development of small-scale
'd o of'lm.P or}tnanceuntry In fact, a number of products have been exclu-
n'ldl:StT:sse]rl:z:d efs;) prod;.lction in the small-scale industrial sector.
sively

i large scale units in the Firozpur
"rhere o (lml};hz izval!l‘-‘::;remusg‘sj aregfound there, bec.ausehof the
Dis"'l Ct‘. o yI” kistan border. The capital is shy, because in thjs area,
proximity of the o: willing to go in for big investments. Naturally, the
‘h'e p.OCP'le flfgf ntrially backward, despite the Governn.nent oﬁers of a
Dm:a :)sf 1::lox:lcsessions and incentives for setting up industries there,
number

i i the District are detailed below :
Lie main smalll.ls;allil::leiltl:.t—rie’ls‘hoefFlilrozpur District forms an in.lpor-
O) Aglontr odﬁction of agricultural implements. The main items
tant centre' for the p; at-threshers, maize-threshers, rice-shellers, ploughs
Pduoed mf:lude: :rows discs and a few other tractor accessories.
of va.u'ious K h ;ems \;ere produced at Moga, but now all the 1fnpor-
tl;re: l?uﬂiy,gal:e;l:‘:es such as Firozpur and Abohar, produce these items.
nt tradin, s

The main raw material consists of iron and steel.

P ~oparative
Ansthor sointiag-millin the oo-opatative sector, viz. The Ahohar Co-ops
LAnsthsr spinting- : : .
Spinning- 1ill, Abohar, was establighed in 1981
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In 1979-80, there were 541

units engaged in this industry, which
produced goods worth 145 1

akhs of rupees and employed 1.830 persens,

(6) Rice-Shellers.— Commercial rice production is becoming increa-
singly important in the Punjab. Though the Punjab  State is predomi-
nantly a wheat-consuming area, the farmers have found it profitable to grow
high yielding paddy varieties during kharif before growing wheat during
rabi. In view of the importance of rice production on a commercial basis,
a study of the modernization of the paddy-rice system, particularly at the
procurement and processing stages in the Punjab, was undertaken by the
Centre for Management in Agriculture. Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad, and it submitted its report in October 1974, The major
objective of the study was 1o analyse the scope of introducing modern
methods of handling paddy after harvesting it. The report  jummerizes
the market-arrival patterns, prices, facilities for storage and milling in the
vicinity of the mandis (markets). and their other structural aspects.

The number of rice shellers in 1979.80 w
employment to 2,428 persons
rupecs.

as 182, These units gave
and shelled paddy worth 4.231.9 lakhs of

(8) Oil FEngines.—-The manufacturing of oil-engines was started
immediately after 1947. 1t is said that during the British Rule, the manu-
facturing of oil-engines was not allowed. This was done in the interest of the
manufacturers of oil-engines in the United  Kingdom. The first oil-
engine is said to have been manufactured at Moga in 195].52, To begin

with, horizontal engines were manufactured, hut later on the manufacture
of vertical engines was also started.

In 1979-80, 7 units were en
and their parts. These units P
4.25 lakhs of rupees and gav

gaged in the manufacturin
roduced engines and en
¢ employment

g of oil-engines
gine parts worth
10 23 workers,

(9) Electrical Accessories,— During 1979-80, there w
engaged in the production of electrical acce
items of production are holders,
ceiling roses, etc. The main raw materia
powder. During 1979-80, goods worth
and these units gave employment
marketed locally in the District and t
Rajasthan.

ere 7 units
ssories in the Distirct. The main
shaes, wall-sockets, fuse out-
lused are brags Parts and ph
1.0S lakhs of Tupees were pr
to 27 persons.

he adjoining areg

outs,
enolic
oduced
The gocds are
s of Haryana and

(10) Automebiles.—Four units are en

e gaged in the production of
motor parts. The main items of produ

ction are the propeller shaft
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sleeve yoke, propeller shaft teeth rear, stub ball half yoke shaft end, arma-
tures, commutators, musical horns, etc. The main raw material mclufie
super-enamelled wire, iron, steel, cast iron, etc. In 1979-80, these Emts
produced goods worth 2.39 lakhs and gave employment to 13 workers.

(11) Dhoop- Making.—This is also an old' industry of the District..
In 1979-80, 7 units were engaged in the production of dhoop z-md agarbati.
The main raw materials required are sandal dhoop wood, oils, ghee and
scents, Apart from meeting the local demarfd, the products are] sent to
other parts of the country. In 1979-80, the industry employed 41 persons
and produced goods worth 8 lakhs of rupees.

(12) Optical Goods.—The industry was started ix:f the District in' 1950£
In 1979-80, at Firozpur there were 3 units, .engaged }n the production ?
frames, lenses, eye-testing boxes, lense-cutting machines, etc. The ]n;am
raw material required for the industry are rough blanks, sheets of cellu os;
nitrate, acetate, emery, etc. In 1979-80, the industry produced goods wort
2.82 lakhs of rupees and gave employment to 16 workers.

(13) Radios and Radio Parts.—Two units are engaged in the _ assem-
bling of radios and transistors in the District. In 1979-80, the industry
produced goods worth 2.50 lakhs of rupees and employed 4 persons.

(14) Sodium silicate.—The sodium silicate if)dus‘ry came %nto bein.g
in the District in 1958. Two units are engaged in the producfmn c?f this
chemical. The main raw materials required are soda a}sh, sodium nitrate,
steam-coal and silical sand. During 1979-80, the industry produced
goods worth 1.69 lakhs of rupees and employed 6 workers.

(15) Soap.—This is an important small-scale in.dustry of the.District.
As many as 27 units are engaged in the production of washing-soap.
Though mostly located at Firozpur, Abohar anfl a few oth.er p]aces,.the
units are scattered all over the District. The main raw materials fequlred
are edible oils, silicate, mutton tallow, etc. During 1979-80, the industry
produced goods worth 40.85 lakhs of rupees and employed 114 workers.

(16) Steel Furniture.—In 1979-80, there wer-e 4 units.engaged in the
production of steel furniture, such as steel a]nnf'ahs, chalrs. and tables,
These units gave employment to 16 persons during that period and pro-
duced goods worth 2.90 lakhs of rupees.

(17) Brick Tiles.—Twenty-nine units were engaged in the production
of brick tiles during 1979-80 and gave employment to 1,101 persons and
manufactured brick tiles worth 87 lakhs of rupees.
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(18) Garments, Only 2 units were enpaged in the Distriet during 1979.
80 in this industry, which

gave eniploy
goods worth Ry 95,000,

ment to 6 persons and produced

(19) Spices. - During 1979-80, 2 unity remained  engaged  ip the
District. This industry pave

employment o
spices worth 3.65 lakhs of rupees.

9 persons and prepared

(20) Cement Jalis . The
of cement jalis in the District ¢
buildings for ventilation,

and manufacture( cement

e were 9 units engaged in the manuf
luring 1979.%0. These julis are fixed in the

This industry pave employment to 25 workers
falts worth 335 Jakhs of rupees,

acture

(21) Wooden Furniture‘mThirty-fi\fe units were engaged in manu
facturing wooden furniture in the District during 1979.80 and gave cmiploy-

ment to 102 persons and manufactured wooden furniture worth &.25 lakhs
of rupees.

(22) Cold Stores and Jee F
ice factorieg in the District
worth 6.25 lakhs of Tupees

actorics.— There were 11 cold stores-cum-
during 1979.g0. These units preduced iee
and cmployed 87 persons,

(23) Motor Dynamos.—.
production of motor dyn
goods worth 7.9 |

In 1979.50, there
amces in  the

were 6
Distyicy, Ttoe
akhs of rupees and employe
(24) Sheet Metal.-1p |
manufacture of trunks, pet;.
employed 342 persons and p

units engaged in
Units preduecd

d 40 persons.

979-80, there were 15 unijts eng

s, buckets, etc. in the District,

roduced goods worth of 44,96 14k

aged in the
These  units

hs of rupces.
(25)

Flour~Mills.~There were 59 floyr.
wheat.

These units also grind pulses.

millg Cngaged in the erinding
to 201 persons and produced goods

These units gave employment
worth 62.02 lakhs of Tupees.

(26) Candle -Making.—1p 1979-80, there were
candle-making. These units Prepared candleg

£0 units tngaged in
and employed 106 persons

worth 8.10 lakhs of rupees

(27) Dyes.—The only unit engaged in the mgp

the District is located at Firozpur and j¢ produced

ufacturing of dyes in
and employed 4 persons,

dyes worth Rs 27.000
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(29) Bone Fertilizer.—There is one unit engaged in the produ(;tlonrz
fertilizer from bones in the District. It er'nploycd 825 persons and p
duced goods worth 5.55 lakhs of rupees during 1979-80.

] -80, 5 units
ing.—There were, during 1979-80,

30) Sela-Plant Manufacturing. : 19 nis
enga(ged) in the manufacturing of the sela plants .m the II))‘SF“CLD;;I;]; -
¢ i ice, dal and {lour-mills. uring -80,
tactures machinery for rice, « P
e‘:rcxployed 38 persons and produced goods worth 45 lakhs of rup

nit is engaged in the production
board Industry.-—Only one u : . Juct
o Ca:i(:)o(;rd&; in the District.  The unit was set up in the F:rozp:x;
Otj Str?w jzr(ﬁ Dl;ring 1979-80, the industry produced goods v‘votrh
Clszl nl:hs of r'upees and employed 9 workers. The amount invested in the
1.83 lakhs
industry was about 7 lakhs of rupees.

: Il-scale units are engaged in the ename?l-,
i b ﬁ"a"::;:‘;w-g:: ZS: tsl:];ze units was established at Firozplf{r in
1940 wader 1 ke.rviqion of a trained and qualified enamel expert from
o T SL'Ip rav;' materials used are iron sheets, stegm-coal and
Japa'}' e crinamsh‘fe)dspar and flour-spar), titanium dioxide, etc. In
Tg;r;lgglst}gzoinad;tr’y produced goods worth 18.65 lakhs of rupees and
gave en;ployment to 130 persons.

(iii) Cottage and Village Industries

The cottage and village industries are of consi;ieljable ;n‘nt;})l(;rtal;::
in i ing the economic condition of the rur.al popu atlon,.a y p
. l{nprovmg le in the rural economy and its reconstructxon.‘ Ix? fact,
h l'mportam rot f agriculture largely depends upon the resusc.xtatlon' of
e v o1 iniustries. These industries provide the agriculturists
th":hs m::iniicrf: ;Oll;: in the off-season and, thus, help to mitigate unemploy-
wi -
mentpto some extent.

The important cottage and village industries in the District are descri-
ei
bed below:

(33) Handloom-Weaving.—It is an important old <:ottage1 industryé

ied on in almost all villages and towns. In the past, the villagers used
carried on i demand for cloth locally. The home-grown cotton, an
{0 meet their by the womenfolk at home and got the yarn ?voven by
Xlzoiri‘;:; s\z::vef who was paid some remuneration for his labour.

. . d
Blankets, kheses of various types and designs, and coarse cloth;: calle
. y : ’

s W S & ¢ leSiI‘y.
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After 1947 and, especially with the implementation of the Five-Year
Plans, the products of the handloom-wcuving industry have improved
The S.tate Government gjves concessions and facilitics, The Village 'm-d
Khadi Board Commission, set up by the Government of o
to'develop cottage and village industries,
quired for the industry are cotton and woolle

India, also helps
The main raw materials re-
n yarn, hand-and mill-spun.

In 1979-80, the industry gave employment to 785 workers and pro-
duced g()'ods \.vo.rth 6.84 lakhs of rupees. Mostly, backward ‘ clflsscxpaf(‘
engaged in this industry. The number of units engaged in h':n‘(‘ll(kmm—
weaving have, however, been on the decrease. Only 438 ur‘lits were

engaged in the industry in the Distri -1 ; i
engagec in y e Distri :t in 1979-80 as against 968 unils

' (34) Leather-Tanning.~Leather-tanning

industry. The main raw materi

;)‘?(;1:8 ::d tsll\(e kikar (Acacia arabica) tree, which is used for t,rcating .

which gave “;;mil;r;iz‘gt-fo’ lt hze4re were 336 units engaged in the industry,
\

21.82 lakhs of rupees. »241 persons and produced goods worth

1s also an important village

als required for it are hides, skins and

(35) Jutti-Making -Ju”l ((:()“ tr not hel
' | . n y ShoeS) mak' .3 S
“HPOI tant "dUStI) located at | az ka [ he maimn raw materials

Tequired for the industry are ta
: nned leather, naj
number of units were engaged in the indus,tr; o theead, te. A rod

(36) Ghani oil,—Ip 1979-80
which gave employment to 49
The number of kohlus, i.e.

- > 32 units were tngaged in this industry
persons and produced goods worth R 72,000.
oil-presses, is on the decrease,

also an important industry of th
engaged in the production of
industry produced goods

employment to 135 persons.

eThe lma.king of gur and khandsari is
rural areas, Jp 1979-80, 85 units were
gur and  khandsar; in the District. The

worth 9.01 Jakhs of rupees and gave

t 11(388 .Ban and Rope making - wa for this ind
as the basic raw material, e muni. ; ) o for this industry
. ) sy LG, ]) 15 avallab]e . .
:t):dgs tll\)eu tSatIUJ lllhvc(:ir and the capals, Previou;;; abll::: l:;l:: m :ihe b:ll:
s now hand-dri ; , made wi
production. 1In 1979-80 ~driven machines are used in its

This District iskno
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Apart from the above, there are other cottage and village industries,
such as carpentry, pottery, goldsmithy, blacksmithy, flour-grinding,
cotton-carding and basket-making.

(iv) Jail Industries

The prisoners in the Central Jail, Firozpur, are given training in
various trades to enable them to earn their livelihood by doing some useful
productive work after their release and, thereby, become good citizens.
The different trades, in which training is given in the jail, are carpentry
(furniture-making), textiles, durrie weaving, tailoring (rison and
hospital uniforms), niwar and tape, tags and laces, munjand hemp, { amboo
products (chicks, brooms, etc.), oil and oilcakes and poultry.

The articles manufactured in the above-mentioned trades in the
jail are sold mainly to jails, government departments and private indivi-
duals. The following was the outturn of the industries, during 1974
to 1980 :

Year Amount
(Rs)

1974 .. 5,52,924
1075 . 6,23,849
1976 .. 5,35,665
1977 . 6,39,691
1978 .. 6,15,324
1979 . 6,11,536
1980 . 10,62,825

(Source . Superintendent Central Jail, Firozﬁ\_x;r

(h)  Role of Industrial Co-operatives

The role of industrial co-operatives in the development of industries
in a basically agricultural District, such as Firozpur, is all the more
important, because the people here do not invest much in industries. Capital
is shy not only in the rural but also in the urban areas. The industrial
co-operatives help to set up village industries in the rural areas, because
an average industrial worker does not possess sufficient capital for instal-
ling modern machinery. Apart from the fixed investment difficulties,



ending June 1980, is given belo
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he is also unable to meet the require

ments of the working capital. Besides,
he procures raw materials at higp

her rates and markets hig goods at
lower rates, because he cannot compete in the open market with bigger

producers on account of his smaller scale of production, higher cost
of production, lower degree of bargaining power, etc. The formation
of industrial co-operatives by individual workers obviates most of their

handicaps. The societics purchase raw materials in bulk
form the wholesalers.  The products

rates.  Credit facilitics are readil
the case of societics.

at lower prices
arc also disposed of at reasonable
Y given by private entrepreneurs in
The co-operative societies also get subsidies, grants-
in-aid and loans from the Government for the purchase of machinery,
equipment, etc. Moreover, the development of village industries in this
agricultural district, where farmers remain unemployed or disguisedly
unemployed, will give full-time employment ,

The following table shows the number and membership of the indus-
trial co-opeative societies in the District as in June, 1980 :

Serial Name of Ind ustry Number of Member-
No. Industrial ship
Co-operative
Societies
1 Handloom-weaving .. 11 233
2 Small-scale industries .. 177 3,314
3 KPhadi and village industries .. 30 1,093
4  Handicrafts 4

- 60

(Source : Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Firozpur)

The value of goods produced by the above societies, during the yeat
w o

Industrial Co-operatives

Amount
(Rs)
1 Handloom-weaving 30,000
2 Smali-scale industries inclading
handicrafts . 15,36,000
3 Khadi and village industries 1,05,000
4 Handicrafts .. 15,000

———

{Source : Assistant Registrar, Co

e e e

-operative Societies, Firozpur)

——
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i control

Before April 1963, the industrial ?O-OPGYatlve; were u:](?eerr:tliies have

of the Co-operative Department.  Since then, ";;e Ic\zsisl:am Registrat

been transferred to the lndustries‘ D.epar’tment.f theemdustria1 Coopor.

Co-operative Societies, Firozpur, 1s In charge 0 der the administrative

tive Socicties in the Firozpur District, HF is un e erozeptr
control of the Deputy Registrar, Industrial Co-ope 3

and the
The following table shows the amount .Of ?oans advanacteise i
subsidies given by the Government to the Industrial Co-oper
in the District during 1978-79 and 1979-80 :

1978-79 1979-80

Industrial Co-opetatives Loan Subsidy  Loan Subsidy

(Rs) (Rs) (Rs) (Rs)

Weaver’s Societies .. —_— — o B
Small-Scale Industries - 7,900 — I B
Khadi Societies .. 8,200 —

Handicrafts Societies .. —

—

i ieti irozpur
(Source : Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Firozpur)

i trial Co-
The following table shows the progress made ;)y 'the industri
operatives in the District during 1978-79 to 1979-80 :

-—

, Year
Partioulars 1978-79 1979-80
ieti 223
Number of Industrial Co-operative Societies 224 -
4,548 ,
Membership .
19,61,000 19,89,000
Share Capital (in Rs) - o
i 35,43,000 .67,
Working Capital (in Rs) ..
9,48,000 16,76,000
Production (in Rs) ..
9,27,000 15,53,000 -
Sales (in Rs) . .
———

] . . - ar
(Source : Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Firozpur)
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The above table shows that there has not been any appreciable
progress in ihe working of the industrial co-operatives in the District,
mainly due to its close proximity to the Pakistan border. The District
suflered great set-back during the lndo-Pakistan conllicts of 1965 and (971,
A number of schemes have therefore, been initinted by the Government
to provide the Co-operative socictics with financial assitance. The
Centrat Co-operative Banks also advance loans.

() Lubour and Employers Organisations

Labour Organisations.—The fotlowing is the list of regisiered trade
unions of workers employed in different tndustrics in the District.

et g b e e e e 2 B e Ao o e Pt e e e o e

Name of Trade Union Date of registra-
' tion

e

{  Satlyj Flour-Mill Workers® Union, Feroz. pur 19 January 1956
City

Bhiwani Cotton-Mills Karmchari Sangh, Abohar  {{ March 1969

2 Incian Enamel Worker’s Union, Ferozpur City 22 February 1957
3 Cotton-Mill Mazdoor Union, Abohar .. 23 August 1959
4 Cotton Textile Mozdoor Union, Abohar .. 27 May 1962

5 Cotton-Mill Muzdoor Union, Fazilka .- 25 August 1967
6

7

Bakery-Workers’ Union, Ferozpur .. 17 March 1971
Biscuit Bakery-Workers™ Union, Fazilka .« 7 November 1973

9 Zita Forozpur Cotton and Ginning-Mill Mazdoor 14 Aprit 1975
Union, Fazilka

10 Cotton-Mill Labour Union, Abohar .. 25 Qctober 1977

Manutacturers’ Associations.—These associations play an important
role in the development of industrics and help the members to remove
their difficulties, besides the procurement of scarce raw materials. A
Jist of the associations registered in the District, along with the dates of
their vegistration, &are given below:

I Abohar Cotton and Grain Merchants Association, 8 January 1969
Abohar.

.
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2 Northern Railway welding and Trading 2 June 1976
Contractor‘s Association, Ferozpur

Besides the above associations, a number of unregistered associa-
tions atc also functioning in the District.

(j) Welfare of the Industrial Labour

Activities relating to the intellectual, physical, moral and economic
betterment of the workers, whether by the employers, by the government
or by other agencies, over and above what is laid down by law or what
is normally exp ected as part of contractual benefits, for which the workers
may have bargained are known as welfare activities. These activities
may include housing, medical and educational facilities, nutrition
(including provision of canteens), facilities for rest and recreation, co-
operative societies, day nurseries and creches, the provision of sanitary
accommodation, schemes of social security, etc. The growing atten-
tion that is being paid to labour problems at the present time is an indica-
tion of the increasing importance of the working class in the economic

and social structure of modern communities.

Industrialization began comparatively late in India and its progress
has tcen neitker repaid ror smeoth. The crigin of the latour-welfare
work in the country may be traced back to the time of the World War 1
(1914—18). Till then, the welfare of the workers was hardly thought of
owing to the ignorance and illiteracy of the wcrkers themselves, the short-
sightedness of the employers, the carclessness of the State and the indiife~
tence of the public. But, since the World War 1, it has been expanding
steadily, mostly on a voluntary basis. The economic depression also
did much to temper the interest which the war had kindled. The Govern-
ment and the industrialists were prompted to take active interest in welfare
work owing to the discontent and industrial unrest that prevailed in
the country and to some extent owing to the moral pressure brought to
bear on them by the work of the International Labour Office. The World
War 11 (1939—45) revived and strengthened the welfare movement
and the benefits resulting from a proper regard for the health and well
being of the employees were gradually recognized, and the employers co-
operated with the Government in the provision of improved amenities,

It was only during the World War II that the Governtnent of India
started taking active interest in promoting welfare schemes for industrial
workers. Efforts in this direction were redoubled with the achievement
of Independence in 1947 and the emergence of India as a Republic in 1950,
wedded to the idea of a Welfare State. The Government has also

s
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passed various

the workers happier and healthier. The salient features

of the various
labour laws in force and the labour

-welfare schemes introduced there-
under are discussed in Chapter XVII, ‘Other Social Services’.

labour laws, mainly with a view to making the lives of

CHAPTER VI
BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE
(A) Banking and Finance
(a) History of Indigenous Banking

Banking was known and practised in India at a time when the rest
ol d vet to evolve a medium of exchange in the form of money.
:)fthe W(Trld ?a y;orial” says M.L. Tannan, “the banker has been an
.‘Fr.om time lm.IlIl]:r of Indi,an Society. There is plenty of evidence to show
md;spensab]e.Pl the advent of ccidental ideas, India was no §trangc?r
that even priot ;oof banking.”’* Traces can be found of banking in Igdla
FO the Con(':ep[t’l(;iod (about 2000 B.C.)in the form of mone)’-lel.ldm%'
in the Vedlc’ te Jatakas (ot birth stories), the Mahabharata, Kazftz.layas
The Buddhs d earlier dharmshastas also refer to the practlslng' of
Arths‘hast'ra 1“ eriods. Manu also testifies to the existence of banking
banking in t OS:\:O chap.terS to deposits and pledges and the recovery
and he ,devo-tes‘larl the Muslim historians of the twelfth century also
of debt’ Slm'l tenz; of Multanis and Shroffs, who financed the tr.de and
refer to the efmtshe country andalso acted as bankers to the then rulers.
com‘f‘e;?ee :ous banking system is still continuing, despite the fact that the
;-];,}ilzt.l?tolcgk banks have made a remarkable progress.

The institution of indigenous banking in this p:art of t.he C?‘if‘f:’)i’n‘st::
here else. The lack of peace, and the insecurity o' i \

Old. e the successive invasions from the north-west disturbed t.e
o due(;o s such, there was slump in trade and industry and'also in
ecOﬂom}' a1n ;aal sector’. The position, however, improved r}1uch with the
the agrion ™ olidation of the Sikh power. Moreover, agriculture was a
o and‘ consccu ation and depended upon the vagaries of nature. The
low-paylng . S peither due to the spread of crop diseases or due to the
fal'lure o CT?I: ,was not uncommon. There were no subsidicry occupg-
f'mlur? ° rzm?ll’a es. Hence the income of the farmer was low. The pe?ple
n;‘ltlli mu::va;ndgrulral areas had, therefore, to resort to credit for survival.
of the

In the urban areas, there were banks who provided the people vf/it_h
i trade and industry. They advanced money mpstly against
fmanf:e forl n risk. The rate of interest charged by them was also low,
S?ecurlt)’ ¥ eSS: cent per annum. They gave loans, keeping in view- the
Le.‘ 6't0 9fp::he borrower. Then there were urban money-lepders wha
O ‘: ns for purposes of consumption. Such loans, b,eing. mostly
aéVaﬂced oarit involved greater risk. Moreover, the clients were 1r.r‘egular
WIg‘zl:ps:::tu:;’ in fepaying the loans. Accordingly, the rate of interest
zl?arged on such loans was higher.

M.L. Tannan Banking Law and Practice it India (Bembay 1947), p, 1,



166 FIROZPUR

The rural money-lender occupied a very prominent position in the
rural economy. He served the agriculturist in a variety of ways by advanc-
ing money to him for buying food and other necessaries of life, for
performing social and religious ceremonies and for
requisites, such as seeds and bullocks. During drought and famine,
the agriculturist took loans from the money-lender against the secur ity
of agricultural land and paid them back at the time of harvest.

securing agricultural

In course of time, the ‘friend in need’ bec
usury and exploited the agriculturist,
interest. In some cases, interest was
poor borrower was unable to pay off the debt, with the result that the usurer
deprived him, of his land and other

belongings. From 1870 onwards,
when the value of land began to rise, th

» 1€ money-lender imposed such hard
terms of mortgaging land that a mortg

sold to him by the agriculturist to cle
interests of the cultivators

ame  actuated by greed and
by charging exhorbitant rates of

many times  the principal and the

age always cnded in the land being

ar off his debt. To safeguard the
(borrowers), the Government

The Commission on Agricultyre recommended the starting of the
co-operative movement and, consequently, the first Co
Act was passed in 1904. Under this Act, the firgt co-
society in the District was registered on 4 Q
Khilchi Qadim (Firozpur Tahsil). The pro
ties in the Punjab encouraged the
Societies Act, 1912, which widen
tion of secondary societies. Thu
Central Co-operative Bank, Fazil
Central Co-operative Bank, Firo

The position of the village m
passage of the Punjab Regulatio
Relief of Indebtedness Act,
1936, and the Punjab Regist
enactments resulted in the ¢
lenders. But the needs o
§ome agency, which could

operative credit
Ctober 1911, in the village of
gress of co-operative  socic-

$ th.erc came into cxistence the Fazilka
ka, in 1915, followeg by the F
Zpur, in 1924,

oney-lender wyg furth

n of Accounts, Act, 1930; the Punjab
193.54; The Punjab Debtors’ Protection Act,
ration of Money-lenders’ Act, 1938. These
ontraction of credi Operations by the money-
f the agriculturist were not lessened. So

provide the agricyltygist Wwith funds was needed.
The passage of the above-

also affected the agriculturi

irozpur

€r worsencd by the

mentioned enac,

eénts by the Government
St money-lenge,

He, therefore, explored
» finally, he was effecti-
. . Act, 1900, was repealed
Constitwtioh of India on 26 January 1950.
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(b) General Credit Facilities

(i) TIndcbtedness, Rural and Urban.

eans the amount of loan which‘ the people owehto :ihe.

.Indebtedn.eSS md individuals. It may be studied under two 1ca ;

vanou.s agencies a8 (; urban indebtedness. Rural indebtedness is t\c

rural indebtedness an d by the ruralists. Such loans are mostly lfn~

amount .Of foan borrowec taken’ for incurring expenditu'rc on .perﬂ')rm‘;ng

productl.ve, ?-Z,-th:eectz;rr\g consumption needs and for indulging in ba
ceremonies,

.
‘I] (:‘ C S a (h‘il[ki]lg a”(i n | “l“ch Of the [) Cd mon y €
i &) Orrow ey 1S us d

] (1 n(l ]1@])]() 4 . he
(]][(:1 V1 10] lneChamﬂng ia ming
Or 1 T V. a ty 0 ¥ I
lmp 0 |ng lan ps &

; for borrowing moncy is the village money-?ender.mliz::d
nen ager}cy despite the co-operative movement having ph ghand
wing continues 'espfacilites having been extended. On the other .le’
much and banku?g_ lies the amount of loan taken by the urban .peopd
urban ind'ehtcdﬂms'lmpa encies, such as banks, insurance compaflles. al?l
from various lenqmg l;gut unlike the rural debt, the urban debt is highly
chit fund companies. tly the borrowers are eithr businessmen or traders
productlve, becausi\(in ‘::Zr:,ow éither to start new ventures or to expand

o industrialists, This debt, thus, results in increasing the income of the

the existing ones. .
State and may generate more emplovment

Interest.—Interest is paid by the l?orr.ower to the lenfd?;.t er:;i
Rate o.f . l] .nding agencies in the District, the rate o ]

there are dlffefent. :ot uﬁif’orm. Tt differs with the nature of. the ozn,
charge(? by. them :is (i.e. a higher rate of interest for a short period and a
the period mvolVel . 'eriod) the risk involved, the nature f’f surety, e'tc};
lower ra’fe f.or ah Onogmpmerciai banks charge that rite ?f interest whic
In the Distrie. t(: cemmen'c of India from time to tlme. H.owever(,i
is fixed !:)y the Gov f the co-operatives are being increasmgl'y onen?atle
the loaning policies 0f the weaker .sections. The co-operative societies
to serve the needfhoratc of interest ranging from 10.5 to 13.5 per cent.
advance loans & d ender the State Aid to Industries Act 1935, carry.only
The loans adVan? tl;rest The local money-lenders charge a much higher
4 per cent .rate of in . t(; 25 percent or even more. In sqme cases, t_hc
e - e f‘romd in kind at the harvest time. Ther‘f: is no defll_llte
interest is recovle r:'n interest. The rate of interest is decided at the tlms
method Of: calcl;lalloagn which ordinarily is taken during lean months an]
?f adva.ncmg e harvest time. Generally, the borrower h?S to repay .II
18 repau.i at t}ile uantity borrowed. Such loans are w1th(?ut secunt‘y
ordli :r::csertx ;yqlandlcss labourers. This method of advancing loans is
and ar

vanishing fast,
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a very High repo o eci;o remain in his clutches. He used to charge
© i€ Was mainly interested in reafizing the

interest and not inr ;
) €covering the princ . .
land or did not leaye even a sj principal. At times, he either usurped the

harvest. But al] this does not h

co-operative movement and the

. . de i .
as banks (joint-stock as wel| 5 velopment of other lending agencics,such

§ co-operative).

There were sever.
al methods of .
er . advancin
gll;Ot;Ls;rety agamst produce, Jang ornamefts IO:HZ, uch as loags .
> anian ’ n roperty. (Gene-
money-lender had 5 grocery shop inpth: vi}lllage and

or

advanced money to th h m
€ needy Crso

c arvest ; taking the o [(; ns and collected the loan at the time

. X uce.
Interest from different persons Ge: ¢ Used to charge different rates of
of the face value of the property p erally, he advanced 60 to 70 per cent

. 1 ;
Tates of interest were char ged fO:dtiedl against the loan advanced. Higher
¢ loans advanceq agai i i

gainst intangible

surety, than those agaj
‘ gainst  the tangi
Punjab Regulation of Accounts oy After e TaE O e

Act . :
part of the money-lender to maintai;l 1930, which made it binding on the
were carried on e accounts, most of t ions
lender, of course ct:::::r Z:atlll]y Or against Ornaments, The}izllt:gl: S;(gne)"

i ’ € rescue of the v;
scarcity or at the bj ¢ villagers at the tj .
2 daughter whel)lir;hlzt;a sonoratthe time of the mar?i:\gt:bmjf O: iir:ms;
Kegping in VieW theSe gf;cuextrtavagant expenditure was tO be inCur'red-
i ; ‘ msta L (
nahin, shah bing par nahin (No nees, a Punjabi saying, Guru bina gat

ability in society wi alvation wit

ability in society without a money.jep don ho}ggl;toa dguru, and no respect-

With the spread . ’ od even to-day.

policies of the Go?err?ri:;?etrhﬁnamial institutions and the change in the
. ’ > N M - R .

they are leaving it altogeth oney-lenders’ business is decreasing and

. ) er. Th .
still continue the business, beca © hereditary money-lenders, however,

. us .
chief importance lies in their simple ;r:)hez find it Quite profitable. Their
the lengthy and Cedure of advanci inst

1y and cumbersome Process of ioint-stolcl:fcmi::ians’ aspaei;?ve
! 2 co-0 .
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banks, which the illiterate and ignorant villagers cannot easily comp-
rehend, In 1979-80, there were 361 registered money-lenders in the
district, besides a number of unregistered oncs.

(iii) Government and Semi-Government Credit Agencies.

With the decay of the system of indigenous money-lending as a source
of finance in rural as well as in urban areas, the gap has been filled by the
governmental/semi-governmental credit agencies. These arethe Punjab
Financial Corporation, the Khadi and Village Industries Commission, joint-
stock banks, Co-operative banks and co-operative societies. The Punjab
Financial Corporation provides medium and long-term loans to industrial
concerns established in the State. It provides finances up to 20 lakhs of
rupees in the case of public limited company or a registered co-operative
society and up to 10 lakhs in other cases. The Corporation charges rates
of interest from 10.25 to 13.50 per cent. The loans advanced by the
Corporation are repayable in 10 years. These loans are advanced against
hypothecatoin of land, buildings, plants, machinery etc., with "a margin
of 40 per cent of the net assessed value. In the-case of Government
guarantee, the margin is reduced from 40 to 20 per cent. The Khadi and
Village Industries Commission and the Industries Department also

advance loan.
Agriculturists and industrialists also get loans from the Govern-

ment. To agriculturists, loans are advanced for the purchase of seed,
cattle, tractors, agricultural implements , etc. Loans are also advanced
to small-scale industries under the State Aid to Industries Act, 1935.
These are mentioned in chapters on ‘Agriculture and Irrigation’ and
‘Industries’. In addition to these, co-operative societies advance loans
against promissory notes. After the nationalization of certain banks in
1969 and 1980, the joint-stock banks have extended the loan facilities to
the agricularists, industrialists, traders and consumers against personal

sureties, shares, agricultural commodities and other easily marketable

goods. .
(iv) Joint Stock Banks .

Banking has played a very important part in the economic deve-
lopment all over the world. In India, banking on Western lines star-

ted from the beginning of the nineteepth century. The first attempts were,
however, not suceessful.
ck bank to be established at Firozpur was the Punjah

first joint-sto ‘ .
The first J h was opened in 1895. Another branch of it was

National Bank, whic

openend in 1902. _ .
The Swadeshi Movement in 1905 gave great stimulus to the starting

of Indian banks and their number increased remarkably during the

boom of 1906-13. The boom contined till it was overtaken by the crash
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of 1913—17,when several banks failed. 10 Indian Overseas Bank

failures. During the World W
war years, the Indian joint-st
partition of India in 1947 and it

In 1932, again there were bank
ar 11 (1939—45) and the immediate post-
ock banking made rapid progress. The 12" United Commercial Bank
s aftermath gave it 2 temporary  set-back.
The Banking Companies Act, 1949 ¢
ciency and the tone of the banking system’.

11 Union Bank of India

i 13 Laxami Commercial Bank
1d much to impov > offi-
pove the cffi 14 Oriental Bank of Commerce

The number of banking offices at va 15 Punjab and Sind Bank

31 December 1978, was as under: rious places in the District as on

16 New Bank of India

I\t{?" of Banking 17 Central Bank of India
offices
- 18 The Firozpur Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd.
State Bank of India
15 19 The Fazilka Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd.
State Bank of Patiala .
] ) = 2 The total deposits and bank credit in the District as on 31 March
Punjab National Bank 17 1980 amounted to Rs 5,593 lakhs and Rs 6,048 lakhs respectively.
Other Commercial Banks 13 (v) Co-operative Credit
Co-operative Banks The idea of using co-operation in India as a means of combating rural
35 indebtedness and the supplying of credit was first suggested by Sir Frederick

Nicholson in1897. He pleaded forcefully for the introduction of co-
operative credit societies in India. Although no: ction was taken on his

Total
—_— 102 report, yet some districts established a few pioneer co-operative societies
' T —— L on their own initiative.

Statistical Abstrac . . L.
( cal Abstract of Punjap, 1980, p. 523) The passage of the Co-operative Societies Acts of 1904 and 1912
‘ The .dlf.ferent leading joint-stock banks which p : gave b‘irth to the co-operative credlt. 'soc1'etnes in th'e country. .Credit co-
in the District , are as under ave their branches operative occupy a predominant position in the Indian co-operative move-

| Pun . ' ment. Among these, the agricultural credit societies constitute the most .

unjab National Bank important part and they by far outnumber all other types of co-operatives.

Agricultural credit may be either short-term or long-term. The short-

2 State Bank of India |
term co-operative credit has a sort of federal structure, a three-storeyed

3 State Bank of Patiala organization. In every State, this structure consists of the State Co-
4 State Bank of Bikaner ang Taipur lopcratlv'e Banks at the apex or top, Primary ?rec!n Societies at the w{illal.ge
= Jalpur evel, with Central Co-operative Banks coming in between at the district
5 Allahabad Bank level,
6 Bank of Baroda Co-operative Credit Societies.—The Co-operative movement in the
7 Bank of India district was started in 1912. It was received with great enthusiasm
by the poorer agriculturists . The movement received a great impetus
8 Bank of Maharashtra from two generous gifts of Rs 8,000 each, made in 1912 and 1914 by a
or . - . .
9 Canara Bank for mer Settlement Qfficer of the District, Mr. E.B. Francis (ICS., retired).
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By 1914, the operations had started in Zira,
Fazilka tahsils. As on 3]st July 1914

which, except one, were agricultural

Firozpur and
» there existed 17] socictics, all of

and of unlimited liability as  per
particulars given below :
Class of Societies Societies Members Working
capital
Rs
—_— *M‘A_____EAM_“m._~_~-\\~__\wm ———
Agricultural 170 5,886 5,33,676
Non-agricultural 1 360 21,136
In 1978-79, there were 422 co-operative credit (308 agricultural and
114 non-agricultural) societies

n the District. Their functions arc to

mbers and to advance loans to them ata
for productive purposes,

mobilize the savings of their me
Very reasonable rate of interest

agricultural co-operative credit sccieties in the District during 1972-73
10 1979-80 are given in Appendices | and I at pages 187 and |8y
respectively,

(¢) TInsurance and Small Savings

In order to intensify the
ation appointed develop-
e District. Their branch-

Branch Number of N:rrTb; of
evelopment - gents
———— ficers
Firozpur - Th __~_15_7 —
Abohar

E 12 101
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i he policy holders
advances loans to t
ife Insurance Corporatnon. It charges
as wglllzsl;‘c)ihe Government and seml-Governmentt co:;.:;l; e
interest at the rate of 9 per cent and 11.5 percentag
houses respectively. i Corporation of India in
Insurance p
i cured by the Life Insurance © ix I on
" gl-lirt-)cu:u:j:i;eg 1972-73 to 1979-80 is given in Appendix
<€ 181TY

page 189.

insurance companies on

. foati f the general ins "
the nationalization o . also started the

1 Ja]?mif;rre 1973, the Life Insurance Corporat'londdlztli(ln e,
general in:uranc:: businesson 1 January 19§4, m:nce companies emerged
But after their nationalization, the general insur Corporation. Under
a apex body, known as the General Insurance o done by four
S an » . business
urance
i ion, the general ins e Company Ltd.,
tclg;r?aonrii(s)r?/;; The Oriental Fire and Ge:; era;lllfés";?a‘l?onal ?nsurance
C o ny Ltd.,

Insurance Company ¢ neral Insurance
ghe - h;il; and The United India 'Flr‘e an;i t}(x};;e companies, the
Company Ltd" According to the functioning O . 1y one year and

ompan . i or only

etllrelfal i?xsurance policies of all types are 1ssuedl insurance, the risks
. ble every year. Under the genera ation of goods),
these are rene?ihree types, viz. fire, marine (transpor‘ a oo B

’ ; nc

Co'verfld ar:u: insurance. Miscellaneous 1nsur1nces fidelity guarantee,
scellane besides other types of insurance, each a

Insurance, bes idents etc.

aviation insurance, burglary, personal acc

. ored by the Central
—Small Savinghles;iﬁgfgleosfp;:ance (Department ot;
tment o
E . irs). The headquarters of the .Head of ' the ]?;lez;issioner
co‘n omie Af-fam). nization, i.e. the National Savings e
Natlona}l Savings Orga ur. The scheme has been starte , o 1ent "
for Indis, ate af NR%P c{s thus raised, are used for ‘the.dev'e opm lled
people to save. Thes utr;s ;he National Savings Organization is co?tlrodia
the country. Inthe vestor, Nationa S, O e aeh. The
by the Reglonal DE: ion,al Director’s office is at Ch.'flndlgar .;lb o
In tPe Punj'a °, the}\mtfonal Savings (Government 'of Indla),. unj i; ”
Regnonzfl Director, tant Regional Directors, National Savings, . .0 X
lmde‘r him four Ass}s[,udhiana and Chandigarh. (.ienerally,.the.ri Lsm ?n
Ar'nn'tsar, Jélandha;f r. National Savings Scheme, ln.eacfh distric i
D‘Strl‘i;.sta_\’lzl & tcl)nf:r::ea;e two. In the Firozpur District, there i
some districts .
District Savings Officer at Flr:zgl;;{jab Chandigarh, is the head of the
S The Direcmr’t',ssm;g:ﬁvg]fvi,ngs Department. This D;r(e;t(;l:it:at?:;
b:z;e sgz‘;:‘;n;:l better co-ordination between the Central Org

Small Savings. ;
Government and is controlled by
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and the State Government.
Officer is the co-ordinating a
the district authorities,

At the district level, the District Savings
geney between the Central Organization and
On 31 March 1980, there were 96

agents in the District, for con-
vassing, and for Propagating the Smalj

Savings Scheme on commission

basis. The gross and net investments of the Small Savings Scheme in the

. DItct_during 19723 10 1979-80 ae given betow | )

Year ~ Gross - Net
Investments Investmentg
(Rs) (Rs)

R 2,79,66,000 +42.74.000
1973-74 2,82,02,000 +4-36,07,000
1974-75 3,83,72,000 +-86,98,000
1975-76 4,27,24,000 ~3,65,000
1976-77 3,03,70,000 ~—73,33,000
1977-78 3,32,89,000 ~+14,18,000
1978-79 4,48,84,000 +135,79,000
1979-80

5,33,97,000 +186,51,000

(Source : District Savings Off'i;f, Flrozpu[) )
(d) Currency angd Coinage
Before the introduction of the system of deci
of old coinage, inherited from the British, was in
system, a rupee was divided into 2 hajf
quarters (pauli or choaani), 8 two
64 paise and 192 pies.

mal coinage, the system

vogue. Under the old
Tupee coins (dpel; ot athanni), 4
-anna coins(duani),lG annas, 32 rtakas,

Under the system of decimal 1957,
a rupee consists of 100 paise, with different coipg of the denominations of
of 1,2, 3,5, 10, 20, 25 and 50 paise, Currency notes are issued in the
denominationg of 1,2,5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 rupees, The use of both old
and new coins continued side by side up to 1 April 1964, after which
the old system was entirely replaced by the new one. For some time,
the people felt a little difficulty in transactions ag they had been accustomed
to counting according to ke old syst ;
became acquainted with the decim
for transactions,

coinage, starteq on 1 April
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(B) Trade and Commerce

The Firozpur District has never been an industrial district, z‘llthough
its im ortanc: as an agricultural tract has not been mcons1dera'1bie.
Th r\)rvas a lot of trading activity in agricultural producc; but very little
in erif:ndustrial goods. The District had to meet its requirements, other
than agricultural goods from outside.

Before the introduction of the railways m'to‘ the Dlsmzltralt:dtﬁ
beginning of the twentieth century, the trade in it fvasbo?i?cas both the
Firozpur and Fazilka. It was carrled.on with cpunlfy i, ap of the
towns are situated very near the Satluj. But, with the OCI; - ;ﬁe tI;ade of
railways  the trade via the river almost came to an en1 n the different
the District was concentrated in the nun.’erou.S mafket; ; '(;kf and Abohar
railways, the most important of them b'emg FIFOZPUTI; dazziuru Har Saha;
There were also markets at Talwandi Bha‘l, Jalala aA, 4 deal of 1
and Zira, but these places did not flourish We-ll. go00 Vo, Kex
trade was also carried on by other markets, viz. Jagraon, Moga,
Kapura, Faridkot, Malaut and Muktsar.

Fazilka was renowned for its trade in wool, for which ;t fo:?fdt;l:
international market. Fazilka claims to _be the larg?St woohenlafro; the
Punjab. Besides, a large quantity from Bikaner, woo camel r Lo
greater part of the Punjab. England’s patent press] ?ndtltlwowoc()éil p Z fte;
started by private entetprise, were used for ba 1;1g he. oT.h R
that it was forwarded to Liverpool, Kanpur and elsew ler;. ) g o
trade also was quite considerable. A‘ltogether, a good deal o 1 goo .s “I,( rt
exported from Fazilka by the two railways the ‘narrc.)W-gauf,;e :ine;3 v1a‘ ;)
Kapura and Bathinda and the broad-gauge line via MacleoC anj i 0
Karachi. Fazilka was also the headquarter of a Central Co-operative
Bank.

The partition of the country in 1947 placed the District on Fhe
Indo-Pakistan border. Both the important markets of the Dlstrlctt,‘
namely Firozpur and Fazilka, are quite near the border. The tra'de [\
of the District, naturally, received a great set-back. However, with the
bassage of time, the position has improved t.o some. extent. There are 10
regulated markets in the District for handling agricultural produce.

The principal items brought into the District are cl.oth (cotton,
synthetic, woollen and silken), machinery of almost ever.y kind, karyfma
items, luxury goods, etc. ‘The principal items sent out of it are foodgrains,
Wheat, _ sice, cotton, agricultural implements, etc.
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(a) Course of Trade

The usual course of trade in the District is, as elsewhere from the
producer to the consumer via the middlemen. There is no direct link
between the producer and the consumer. The main types of middlemen
are wholesalers, retailers and commission agents or arhtias.

Being an agricultural tract, the main trade of the District is agri-
cultural produce, which is disposed of through the dealers, who are the
members of a regulated market committee. The bulk of the agri-
cultural produce is brought to the nearby mandis and is sold to the traders,
who mostly send it to other mandis by road or by rail. A few traders have
also opened their branches in the villages to procure the agricultural
produce at cheaper rates. This procedure also helps the farmers who are
saved from the botheration of bringing the produce to the mandis. The
District has a few big mandis at Makhu, Dharmkot, Talwandi Bhai, Firoz-

pur, Fazilka, Abohar and Zira, where agricultural commodities are
marketed on a large scale.

The District is known for the production of cotton, wheat, rice, oil-
seeds, etc. It can be divided into various sectors as regards the pro-
duction of major crops, viz. the riverine tract of the Firozpur and
Zira tahsils for rice ; the Zira Tahsil and parts of the Firozpur Tahsil
for wheat and the Fazilka Tahsil for cotton. Abohar in the Fazilka
Tahsil has emerged as an industrial town, with half a dozen cotton facto-

ries. Cultivation and trade of citrus fruit is also s

teadily developing
in this town.

(b) Trade Centres

(i) Regulated and Unrcgulated Markets.—The money-lenders ex-
ploited the poor farmers not only by charging higher rates of interest,
but also by purchasirg their produce at lower rates. They
also practised some malpractices, such as the wuse of non-
standard weights, i.e., they had different weights for selling and
buying the produce. In order to save the peasantry from
exploitation and to ensure a fair price for their  produce, . the
State Government passed the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets
Act, 1939. The Act provides for the regulation of markets through
market committees which represent the growers, commission agents and
traders, local bodies and the State Government, The market commit-
tees standardize various market practices and charge and enforce the
use of standard weights, thus ensuring a fair deal to the producer. There
are 10 regulated markets in the District at Firozpur City,

tonment, Guru Har Sahai, Talwandi Bhai, Zira, Dharmkot, Makhu,
Fazilka, Abohar and Jalalabad,

Firozpur Can-
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All the regulated markets follow one and the same system for the
marketing of produce. The rules and regulations framed by the local
market committees pertain to the hours of work and the incidental
charges to be collected from the sellers and buyers. The general
system of marketing is the open auction in the markets. This method is
recognised by law and is fair to the producer, as the chances of mal-
practices are fewest. All the transactions are done through the commis-
sion agents, who charge 1.56 per cent as commission from the buye.rs.
The commission incl:des sundry charges, such as commission and weig-
hing and cleaning charges. Before the passage of the Punjab Agricu]tufal
Produce Markets Act, 1961, the sellers were required to pay the commis-
sion charges, but, under this Act, the buyers have to bear these charges.
The main commodities for which transactions take place in the regulated

markets are foodgrains, cotton, oil sceds, paddy, guwr, chillies and
potatocs,

All the regulated markets are liable to implement the provisions of
the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets Act, 1961, for regulating the
trade in agricultural produce.

There is no unregulated market in the District.
(ii) Fairs, Melas and other Rural Marketing Centres

Fairs and Festivals.—Fairs and festivals have a special place in the
Indian life. A list of such fairs and festivals, held in the District, is given
in Chapter 111, ‘People’ on pages 88§ to 89.
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Cattle fairs.—Cattle fairs arc held at Jalalabad, Fazilka, Abohar,
Talwandi Bhai, Zira, Dharmkot, and scrve as centres for the sale and
purchase of cattle and other animals. These arc held on different dates
almost throughout the yoar, and last a week or so. Cattie fairs are
also held on the occasions of the Dusschra and Baisakhi fairs.

(¢) Co-operation in Trade

Co-operative Marketing.—Thcre is a District Wholesale Co-opera-
tive Marketing and Supply Society at Firozpur. It was registered on 3
October 1953. It handles the distribution of fertilizers, seeds, pesticides,
kerosene oil, pumping-sets, ctc. The society has a  working capital of
72.57 lakhs of rupees.

In every market, there is a co-operative marking society, functioning
as the commission agent, like other arhirias in the market for marketing
the produce of the area. These societics also handle the distribution
of the above-mentioned articles, Their status is far better than
that of individual commission agents in view of the patronage by the
Government. A list of the registered co-operartive marketing societies
functioning in the District is given below :

Name of Society Date of registra-
tion

1 The Abohar Co-operaiive Marketing Society,
Abohar -- 30 July 1926

2 The Guru Har Sahai-Co-operative Marketing
Society, Gur Har Sahai .. 5 February 1929

3 The Talwandi Bhai Co-operative Marketing
Society Talwandi Bhai .. 29 November 1948

4 The Fazilka Co-operative Marketing Society,
Fazilka .. 2 November 1953

5 The Firozpur Cantonment Co-operative Market-
ing Society, Firozpur Cantonment .. 1June 1954

6 The Jalalabad Co-operative Marketing Society,
Jalalabad .. 17 March 1956

7 The Zira Co-operative Marketing Society, Zira 17 August 1956

e e e e e i ez - e
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Name of Society Date of registra-
tion

—

8 The Makhu Co-operative Marketing Society,
Makhu .. 28 March 1957

9 The Dharmkot Co-operative Marketing Socicty,
Dharmkot .. 1960-61

10 The Firozpur City Co-operative Marketing
Society, Firozpur City .. 1 August 1967

Before the co-operative marketing began to function, the producers
were facing much difficulty in marketing their produce. This diffi-
culty has been removed to a great extent by the co-operative marketing
societies. A lower rate of commission is charged for marketing the
produce. Moreover, a good number of godowns have been constructed,
both in the rural and urban areas for providing storage facilities. The
number of godowns, owned by the co-operative marketing societies in
the District, as on 30 June 1979, was 12, with a storage capacity of
3,300 tonnes. The charges for storing the prodice are very nominal.
Nothing is charged, if the godown is used for a week or so. These socie-
ties also undertake the distribution of agricultural accessories and consumer
goods, such as sugar and kerosene oil.

The work done by the co-operative marketing societics in the District
during 1972-73 to 1979-80 is shown in Appendix 1V, on page 190.

Co-operative Consumers’ Stores.—This scheme was started by the
Government of India. Under it, a number of primary consumers’ stores
around separate wholesale stores were to be opened in all towns and cities,
with a population of 50,000 or above.

There are two Central Co-operative Consumers’ Stores in the
District, viz. the Firozpur Central Co-operative Consumers’ Store Ltd.,
Firozpur (registered in 1963), and the Abohar Central Co-opeartive
Consumers’ Store Ltd., Abohar(registered in 1967). Their main aim is to
ensure an equitable distribution of various kinds of articles to the con-
Sumers at relatively cheap rates. On 30 June 1980, these stores were
Tunning 14 primary consumers stores and 43 link societies for supplying
consumer goods in the District. Their membership was 5,305 and the
working capital was 18.57 lakhs of rupees,
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(d) State Trading

th State trad_mg in fO(')dgrains was introduced into the State to provide
e I?eoplc with ‘esscntlal commodities at rcasonable ratcs. This scheme
was introduced into the District in 1958-59

A number of fair-price
shops were opened at various ¥

places in 1960, when the scarci -
flour, sugar, etc. was felt. This step was taken to ch};ckcglr:(l::(ynoqir»;/(l;f?nt
and ensure fair prices to the consumers. ¢

Tpe Statc Trading in foedgrains(wheat) was intreduced into  the
State in 1959. The total quantity of foodgrains purchased by the Food
é.lnd Supply Department, under the Scheme, from the in; ort'yt k ‘
in the District during 1972-73 to 1979-80 is given below P e

Year

Foodgrains Quantity
purchased
— _— (Tonnes)
1972-73 o

Wheat 84,635
1973-74

Do 89,540
1974-75

Do (Levy taken 49,190

by the State
Govemment)

1975-76

o Do 99,938
76-77

| Do 1,07,727
977-78

07 Do 1,35,290
8-79

] Do 1,19,453
979-80

Do 1,86,464

(Source :  District Food and Supplies Controller., Firozpur)

(e) Merchant’s and Consumer’s Association:

. . S and O !
Dissemination of Trade News rgans for the
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Market Intelligence.—Almost all the daily newspapers disseminate
market news to the public. In addition, there are some commercial dai-
lies and periodicals which serve this purpose. But there is no such daily
or journal published in the District. The All-India Radio is the most
important and effective instrument in this respect. The rates of various
commodities in different markets in the State are broadcast daily. In
some of the markcting centres, market news are also communicated to
dealers at different places through correspondence and trunk calls. The
co-operative marketing societies receive market information cards from

allied societies.
(f) Weights and Measures

Before the passage of Standards of Weights and Measures Act, 1956
(Government of India) and the Punjab Weights and Measures (Enforce-
ment) Act, 1958, Kachcha and pucca systems of weights were in vogue
in the District. Throughout the Zira Tahsil and in the eastern part of the
Firozpur Tahsil, the following kachcha weights were in most general use:

(i) Sarsahi = 2} tolas (tola=one silver
rupee in weight)

(i) Two sarsahis = adh pao

(iii) Four sarsahis = pao

(iv) Two paos = adh ser

(v) Four paos (or 36 tolas) = ser

(vi) Two sers = doseri

(vii) Two-half sers = dha-seri

(viti) Five sers = panjseri

(ix) Ten sers = dhari

(x) 40 sers = man (maund)

The kachcha maund equalled 18 standard seers. But in all the mar-
kets and industrial centres of the District and in the entire tahsils of Fazilka
and the western part of the Firozpur Tabhsil, the system of pucca weights
was in common use and these weights were used in weighing grains, fire-
wood, vegetables, country medicines, etc. except jewellery, when one
rupee was taken to be equal to 11} mashas in weight and one tola equal
to 12 mashas,
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N() meas >Q E 1y o1 N 1
e mflsurus of capacity were in use in the Zira Tahsil. In <ome
of the riverine  villages of i . ‘
of the ~umc Vlnflgcb of the Firozpur and Fazilka tahsils, the followin
1casures of capacity were freely used : ’ :

(a) Paropi = 60 tolas
b) F ropis

(b) Four paropis = lopu

¢) Four g

(¢) Four topus ~=  pdi

d )
(d) Four puis == tan (maund)

(¢) 12} mans .
—  mani

In the riverine are IO .
o one seer (1o n;o j{r};j:)f t:e Firozpur Tahsil, one paropi was cqual
Fazilka Tahsil. These '3 2‘1'11. .n‘(.)t 60 tolas as in the riverine arca of the
dividing the . s ]t.dbUI%b were used by the  zamindars whe
produce mn measuring the seed to be sow tdars w .Ll'l
payments to village menials or lending seed to v or while making
had gradually becoming obsolete. one another. The system

.[t may be stated that although for pur

sactions, one [ i ‘azi

netions, o /paropl in the Fazilka Tahsil was supposed to ¢ i
ol o chataks of grain, as a matter of fact d'f'f: . “jnw'" <
iffcrently, when measured with this measure of apaciy, o
on.c paropi of wheat or gram is equal to 12 .
as in the case of barley and coarse unhuskcd
and in th 5 sked ri

e ?ase of'huskcd rice, mash and mioth, it is 1

same. proportionate increasc or decrease is fo’u d's o chotaka. The
m'ultlple measures of the paropi. Similarly, in I:h m'
Firozpur Tahsil, different classes of graij ! 'L o
o grains  weigh

poses of calculations in  tran-

. cigh
pacity.  For instance,
5' chatuks in weight, where-
rice, itis equal to 10 charaks

the case of other
erine part of the
differently in the

The following measures of length w

For building  purposes.—-
(a) 12 inches

ere used in the District :

= | foot
(b) 3 feet I yard
= yar
(c) Straight hand (sidha harh)
from the elbow to the
fingertips) = 14 feet
(d) Curved hand (murma harh
from the elbow to the
fingertips and up to the
wrist again) = 2 feet
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The last two measures (c) and (d) were used  in the Fazilka Tabhsil
only.
For measuring cloth
(a) 2% inches or 3 fingers .. 1girah
(b) 16 girahs .. lyard

The following measures of area were in use :

In the whole District 1n the Fazilka Tahsil

except in the Fazilka

Tahsil
I karam = 60 inches 1 karam == 57.157 inches
1 squarc karam == 1 sarsahi 1 square karam .. 1 kachchi
biswansi
9 sursahis or 3 kachchi biswasi =1 pukii
225 square feet == | marla biswansi
20 marlas = 1 kanal 20 biswansis = 1 bigha
8 kanals = 1 ghumaon 2 bighas == 1 bigha
= | acre 13 bighas = 1 acre

9.68 kanals
The passage of the Punjab Weights and Measures Act, 1941, brought

uniformity in the system of weights and measures. The metric
under the Punjab Weights and Measures (Enforce-
ment) Act, 1958 pas ed in pursuance of the Standards of Weights and
Measures Act, 1958, passed in pursuance of the Standards of Weights
and Measurcs  Act, 1956 (Government of India), were introduced into
the District with effect from October 1958. In the case of weights, the
use of old weights, toe, was allowed for a period of two years and from
October, 1960, the use of metric weights was made compulsory. In the
case of measures, the use of measures previously in vogue was allowed for
a period of one year, and, from April, 1962, the use of metric measures was
made compulsory. The use of metric units also beci-me obligatory from

April, 1962.

some
weights and measures,

, the people felt some difficulty in understanding

In the beginning i
d measures, but, in course of time, they got

the system of new weights an
accustomed to 1.

Weights and Measures at Firozpur and Abohar

The Inspectors. ‘ s
les etc., used in the District.

verify the weights, sca
(g) Storage and Warehousing

setting up of the Punjab State Warehousing Corporation

ere not only insufficient, but the methods of
The farmers, in the past, used to store the

Before the
in 1958, the storage facilitiesw
storage were also unscientific.
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produce in indigenous
kothas were mad cofm
of rain and depredatice

tores called kothay (bins) in their houses. Thesc
ud, mattings, etc. and were exposed to the ravages
B of inscet pests and rodents,
The State Govern
the storage of foodg
urban areas.
cultural societeis

ment, therefore, provides

rains op scientific lineg in t]
It advanceg loans and subsidic
for the construction
in the villages the olg meth

all sorts of facilitics fop
erural as well gg in the
S to the Co-operative agri-
of godowns in the villages. However,
od of Storage d bharolis iy
continues. The Marketing Co-operative loans as well as
subsidies  from the Government for t of godowns for
storing foodgraing cte. In the urban ireas, especially in the mandis, the
commission agents provide the farmers wigh storing facilities. At the
railway stations, the produce jg stored either i godowns or in sheds.

in bharolus an
societics alyo get
1C construction

The Punjab  State Warehousing Corpor
under section 28 of the Agriculturg] p
housing) Corporation Act, 1956,

ation wag get up in 1958,
roduce (Development and Ware-

It was reconstitute with effect from |
November 1967 after the feorganization of the Punjab State under section

18 of the Warehousing Corporation Act, 1962 (Parliamen ¢ Act No. 58 of
1962),— Vi Punjab Government Notification No. l200(G)-Agr.VI]I/55/
8602, dated 30 October 1967. In 1979-80, the ¢ oration wag Tunning
its own warehouses at Talwand;j Bhai, Ziry and Jalalabag and  ware-
houses in hired accommodation at Firozpur City, Talwandj Bhai, Makhuy,
Guru Har Sahaj and Dharmkot.

orp

The Corporation js 5 State undertaking,

shared by the Punjab
Government and the Central War

' . ehousmg Corporation, inequal ratjo.
Its main tunctions are to provide warehousing facilities for the scientific

storage of foodgrains and other agriculturaj produce, besides the storage

of fertilizers and manures to protect them againg the depredat;
pests, rodents, moisture,

fumigation of the

cover the actygj eXpenses
: 10 profit e loss basis.
d in the warchouses of the Corporation are
against the risks of the depositors, The Corpor

in hired as well as in its own constructed godowns,
The scheduled banks make

- : to the depositors on the pledge
of warchouse receipts according 1o the credit Testrictions of the Reserve
Bank of India.

advances

8
’

DIX I
APPEN ( Vide page 172)

i ies in Firozpur
ative Agricutural Cred;:) Societies
Work Done by the Co-operfmm R fo 1979- ¢

District | o ._—#
7 : - femb hi Loans Dlelgoiiits
S Yam o e
ending Junc erative Societies  Individuals Total (}{S 3
2t the end (Rs i
of the year -
. - - 99,718 99,718 344 -49 2515
o ) o ) 1,01,987 1,01,987 419°19 29-49
o o 1,05,965  1,05,965 58312 26 iz
o o 1,07,582 1,07,582 62299 26 :37
o o 1,10,887 1,10,887 670-07 20
o o 1,14,350 1,14,350 83262 25-08
- o 1,17,540 1,17,540 2,147-03 25-55
o 1(())5 1:21,761 1,21,761  2,180°35 26 ~84—
3 .. e
1979-80 ..

it irozpur)
ative Sccieties, Firozp
. Co-operative
Registrar,

(Source : Deputy
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APPENDIX IT
(Vide Page 172)

Work Done by the Co-operative Non-Agricaltural Credit

s T Societies in Firo:
District during 1972-73 to 1979-80 ! octeties i Firozpur

g Soear Mol cocop.  Members advanced DRl
gi‘t)éﬁgzie&d Socicties Individual Tow (;*Rg the lakhs)
of the year lal{hlﬂl;

1972-73 .. 114 .. 4,096 4,096 1-76 0-46

1973-74 .. 114 .. 4,104 4,104 152 053

1974-75 . 114 . 4,109 4,109 100 089

1975-76 .. 4 4,113 4,113 08 077

1976-77 . 114 . 4,113 4,113 1-72 0-80

1977-78 . 114 . 4,138 4,138 1-04 081

1978-79 . 114 : 4,138 4,138 . 0-81

1979-80 . 114 . 4,138 4,138 . 081
(Source:

Deputy Registrar, Co-operativ¢ Scceieties, Firozyur)

APPENDIX 1II

(Vide Page 17%)

Business secured by the Life Insurance Corporation in Firezpur District from 1972-73 to 1979-80

1979-80

1976-77 1977-78 1978-79

1975-76

1974-75

1973-74

1972.73
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APPENDIX 1V

(Vide page 181)
Work Done by the Co-operative Marketing Secieties in Firozpur District 1972-73

to 1979-80
Co-opera- Number Membership Paid up Working Value of
tllVC_ year cof —— — share capital goods
ending June societies  Individual Societies  Total capital  (Rsin marketed
(Rsin  lakhs) (Rsin
lakhs) lak hs)
1972-73 9 3,478 659 4,137 614 26429  386-32
1973-74 10 4,229 913 5,142 8-37 20941 610-30
197475 10 4,187 913 5,100 893 35070 31945
1975-76 10 4,392 918 5,310 9-03 364 91 387 06
1976-77 10 4,392 918 5,310 970 386-45 68777
1977-78 10 4,399 921 5,320 10-00 516-28 85889
1978-79 10 5,000 926 5,926 112 56921 1,055:17
1979-80 10 5,556 926 5,982 1970 55852 91921

(Source: Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Firozpur)

CHAPTER VII
COMMUNICATIONS

It has been stated aptly that if agriculture and industry are the body
and bones of a national organism, communications are its nerves. The
means of transport, such as roads, railways, waterways and airways,
and the means of communication, such as the postal service, telegraph,
telephone and the radio (including wireless communication), are im-
portant from the economic, military, administrative, social, cultural and
political points of view. These are essential for the smooth working and
development of economic life. Their importance is all the greater in
a big country, such as India, with long distances to cover, vast areas
to be developed and a large population to be served.

(a) OIld-Time Trade Routes and Highways and Modes of Conveyance

Roads are the veins and arteries of a country through which every
improvement runs. They are essential for agricultural 'and . industrial
development and for social progress and political unification. They
connect the rural areas with the urban areas and markets. In an agricultural
country, such as India, with its rural economy, people live mostly in
villages, which can be connected to one another and to the towns by

means of good roads.

The history of India abounds in references to road construction
undertaken in the past and the road policy adopted by different rulers,
early as well as medieval. The pace of road construction was, however,
accelerated with the advent of the British rule. In the past, roads were
built principally from the administrative and strategic 'sta.nd point.

During the eighties of the nineteenth century, the principal roads
in the Firozpur District were : The Grand Trunk Road, the road from
Moga to Dharmkot and that from Talwandi Bhai to Zira. Besides,
there were unmetalled roads : from Firozpur City to the Firozpur
Cantonment, Fazilka and Malaut, from Firozpur to Chak Lakhewali,
from Firozpur Cantonment to Ludhiana, from Firozpur to Indrisa, from
Firozpur to Himatpura, from Jalalabad to Bathinda and from Fazilka to
Sirsa (now in Haryana). These roads_were, generally, in very indifferent
condition and in many places were covered with sandhills which rendered
cart transport difficult. The village roads were, generally, almost
impassable owing to mud after rain in parts of the District where the
soil was hard, whereas clsewhere sand-drifts impeded the way. Hence

especially in the western part of the District, much of the transport was
possible with camels.
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(b) Road Transport

he District is fairly well served with roads, and leaving a few areas,

transport positi i ; .
has je’en p tl.on IS quite  comfortable, The post-partition pcriod
Seen a considerable expansion in road construction.

Roa inta;
i :18 are m.amtamcd by the Statc Public Works Department,
the Di};t . tcommltt'ecs ?}nd the Cantonment Board. Most of the roads in

FICt are maintained by the Public Works Department and they

include i i
melud tl;e National .})Ighways, the State highways, the District major and
OT Toads, other District roads and village roads

(i) Classifcation of Roads .

Th ads i - .
hjghwaes r({);ds .m thC.DlStrlCl are classified ag National highways, State
et major roads. District minor roads, other District roads

and roads maintained p . )
Board, Yy the municipal committees and the Cantonment

(B &T};:) t?:lalthmac:).]enﬁgth, maintained by the Public Works Department
which 3,067 kr: lstbnct; ason 31 March 1980, was 3,258 km out of
Most obf,these ro:rjas IOCk-.tOPP ed and 191 was water-bound macadam.
from the State fu dS " preintained by ! he State Public Works Department
out of the fims n s,.whereas the National Highway is maintained by it
the limits of tsh}e)r(éWdCd by the Central Government, The roads within
of the District agton.mcm Board and the different municipalities

¢t are maintained by the toncerned board and municipal

Committees. A detailed descring . .
below - description of each category of roads is given

National Highways.— The National highways are the main highways

;l;z?;nfg() :lellrg();li? hthe length ' and breadth of the country, connecting major
areast Thow afe ways, capitals of large States, large towns and industrial
Department out oﬁoistwmd and maintained by the State Public Works
total length of g, the tjunds pr(.)wded by the Central Government. The
) g e National highways passing through the district

ins these roads out of the State funds.
Disgrict Major Roads,

The roads servj .
markets and connectin g th Serving the areas of production and

®m 10 one another or to the railways, the
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State highways and the National highways ip the District are called the
district major roads. These are maintained by the State Public

Works Dcpartment.

Other District Roads.—These roads are also maintained by the Public

Works Department. They serve as important arteries of communication

between different parts of the District.

Village Roads.—These roads connect different villages or groips of
villages to one another and to the nearest road, the main highway, the
railway or a ferry. The most important benefits from these approach ot
link roads are : facility for the exchange of local produce from agriculture
and cottage industries with other goods needed in villages; access to welfare
services, such as medical relief, sanitation, veterinary services and education,
besides the development of cultural, intellectual and social activities by
making the villages accessible to one another and to the towns. Some of
these roads have been constructed by the co-operative efforts of the
villagers themselves. The construction of link roads has been going
on in the rural areas quite vigorously since the launching of this project
in the State on 21st January, 1968. These roads are also maintained by the

State Public Works Department.

Municipal Roads.—The roads connecting the local markets,
streets, State highways, the National highways, railway stations, and
other roads in the municipal area of a particular town are called
municipal roads. These are maintained by the concerned municipal
committees out of their own funds. Their total length in the district,

as on 31 March 1980, was 165.11 km.

(ii) Vehicles and Conveyances

The old type of wvehicles and conveyances are still very
popular in the District, mainly because of their capacity to carry
load and of their being the cheapest means of transport. They
include bullock-carts, tongas, majholis and wooden rehries, beasts of
burden, etc. The domesticated animals are also used for the
purpose of transport from one part of the city to another. Bullock-
carts, camels, donkeys, etc. are also used for carrying foodgrains and
vegetables from the nearby villages to the markets in the towns. Generally,
they are used inthe towns and in the areas where roads are unmetalled
or sandy. Rehries are used for transporting raw materials, cloth, cotton,

bricks, wood and other goods.

Tempos, tongas and ekkas are still in use in the District. These are
used for carrying luggage, agricultural produce and the people of the

- local areas or from the nearby villages to the towns. Motor-vehicles are
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also uscful goods-carricrs from the railway stations to the commercial
centres in the District and they serve as means of quick-transport and
become popular owing to the rapid development and extension of roads.
After Independence, there has been a rapid decline in the number
gf tongas and ekkas, primarily because of the ¢mergence of cycle-
rickshaws, which are cheaper and are a convenient means of transport.

. The pumber of different types of motor vehicles registered in the Dis-
trict during 1974 to 1979 is given in Appendix 1 on page 200

Automobiles.—Motor-cylccs, scooters jeeps, trucks and cars have
also come to 0ccupy a prominent and enviable place in the moderh trans-
port sy§tem. These are becoming popular in the cities with the well-to-
dg scction of the people. In big towns, taxis and auto-rickshaws are also
hired by the people to visit places of religious and historical importance
and sometimes on important businesg, These are also used fgr quick

transportation and are casily available and more convenient than the
buses. Rich people maintain their own cars,

N Cyf:les.-Thi§ vghicle was invented in 1867 and jt appeared in the Indian
cities in the beginning of the twentieth century. Itisa cheap, flexible

become very common. Itisa

nearby villages to the cities and towns. H
Vil - Hawkers sell thej iti
on ther biasetes heir commodities

stations, this conveyance is now seen plying in ¢very town and city. For
short distances, the cycle-rickshaw is a very cheap & conveniem)';neans
of transport. Some pullers purchase their own rickshaws, whereas
other ply them on hire. Some businessmen maintain own riCksl’laws The
rapid construction of roads has also increased the mobility of the‘c cle-
rickshaws from towns to the nearby villages and vice versa Ricksgaws
have ousted tongas and ekkas in the cities toa very great t;xtent.

The Pupjab Gf>vernment has formed by-laws for the rickshaw-pullers
Only p}}ySICaUy fit persons between the ages of 18 and 45 are allowed
toply this vehicle. Only two persons are allowed to sit in a rickshaw

. Horse Carriages.—Although buses and rickshaws ply almost in every
city, yet the horse-drawn carriages still Occupy a prominent place in the
rural and urban ecnomy. Tongas, and ekkas are useful and chea
means of transportation for the villagets as well as for the local passen ers
in the towns. Nowadays, there is keen competition between the horseodrgwn
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carriages, on the one hand, and the motor-buses, motor-rickshaws, tempos
and cycle-rickshaws on the other. Persons travelling with luggage in the
possesion still like to hire a tonga for going to a railway station and vicc
versa. Though an old type of conveyance, the horse-drawn carriages

cannot be ou.ted completely.
(iii) Public Transport

Roads transport services, i.e. buses and trucks, are the most important
means of mass transportation because of their route flexibility and
convenient service. They involve a lower initial capital investment and
can profitably run in areas with a modcrate density of population. Their
importance in the rural economy of the country is very great.

Before Independence, road transport was mostly in the hands of
private owners whose main interest was to earn high dividends without
due consideration to the interests of the public. With the rapid de-
velopment and extension of roads, coupled with the development of
industries and agriculture, road transport, both passenger and goods, has
considerably increased. The Punjab Government has, therefore, started
the nationalization of this public utility service gradually. Although
most of the bus routes and major ones are operated by the Government
roadways, yet a good number of them are still operated by private trans-

port companies. Goods traffic is, however, still wholly in private hands.

State-owned Services.—Most of the important and major bus routes in
the District are operated by the Punjab Roadways, Firozpur. The details
of these are given in the Appendix 1I on pages 201 to 204,

Private Bus Servicee—A number of bus routes in the District are
operated by private transport companies. The particulars rejarding
these routes are given in Appendix 1II on pages 205 to 209.

() Railways

The railways play an important partin the transport system of a
country and bring about many political, social and economic changesin the
life of a community. They serve as a necessary link between internal and
external trade of a country. They stimulate the growth of manufacturing
industries by transporting raw materials such ascoal, and also distri-
bute finished goods all over the country. In addition, they have created
a new industrial class of transport workers and have given much incentive
to the traders. The railways are also of great service to armed forces
with respect to their mobilization from one place to another at the time of
internal and external disturbances and in the case of social disorders.
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’ljhc Firozpur District is served by roads fairly well and better still
by 'rallways. The District lies in the Firozpur Divisions of the Northern
Rallwgy. The Firozpur Cantonment is the headquarters of the Divisional
Superintendent and is an important railway junction. It is connected
to Ludhiana in the cast, Jalandhar in the north-east, Fazilka in the south-
west and  Bathinda in the south-east through broad-gauge tines. Five
broad-gauge (The Firozpur Cantonment—Ludhiana  Line. the Fi'fOZPUf
C'antonment—Jalandhar City Line, the Firozpur Canton’meht—FaZilk'a
Line, the Firozpur Cantonment—Bathinda-Delhi Line and Shri Ganga
Nagar-inndumalkote Bathinda Line) and two meter-gauge (the
Rewari—Bathinda—Fazilka Line and the Bathinda—Bikaner Linge)
sEcti()ns of railway lines serve the District. The stations located on the
Firozpur Cantonment—Ludhiana Branch Line are Saidawala, Dhindsa
(halt), Ferozeshah, Sulhani and Talwandi Bhai. The Firoz u’r Canton-
m.cnt~Julandhar City Branch Line runs along the northp-east of the
Fxrogpur and Zira tahsils. The stations located on this line are Mahalam
Talli Saida Sahu, Mallanwala Khas, Butewala, Makhu and Jo ewala’
The Firozpur Cantonment—Fazilka Branch Line runs in thegsouth-.
wes'tern direction, serving the Firozpur and Fazilka tahsils. The stations
falling on this line in the District are the Firozpur City i(,hai Phemeke
Dodh, Jhok Thahal Singh, Kohar Singhwala, Guru Har éahai Ji Arain’
Ja.lalabad, Bahamniwala, Ladhuka, Theh Qalandar and F, ?;T(a The’
Fl.roz‘pur .Cantonment~ Bathinda-Delhi Main Line has (jlrfll : small
tr-1p in this District. The only station located on it, and falli}; in the
Firozpur District, is Kasu Begu. The Shri Ganga ’Na ar~Hifdumal'
kotej-Bathinda Branch Line also crosses the southerf regions of the
[};?)ZILI: "l;zl])sil. ;l"he stations located on this line are Baghawal Basi,
‘ ohdr, Kilanwali Punjab, Panjkosi and Baki i
lines are b.road-guage lines. The Rewari Batahkir;a;~ll§;lzi§ll:: I"“;‘:V: ai:vz
Branch Line joins Fazilka to Bathinda through Muktsar and Koet ;(agpuri.

The stations on this line, falling i
g gin the Distri .
Pakhewala and Chak Banwala, Istrict are : Roranwala, Chak

Appendices 1V and V (pages 210 to 212) show the monthly

average railway passen : . :
during 1979-80. p ger and goods traffic and earnings in the District

‘ Rail-Road _Competition.—To begin with, road traffic was not much
alfected by the introduction of railways, in India, as at that time mechani-
cal haulage' dld not exist, and roads acted ’as feeders to Irnilwa (]
But the positition changed altogether after the World War I(l914-1:) wh):n;
mechanical road haulage became popular throughout the countr A, large
number of motor-buses began to ply on the roads and activelyy;:ompeted
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with railways for the short-distance passenger traffic. The motor-buses
could afford to carry goods at a cheap rate, because they had to pay
nothing for the construction or maintenance of the highways. Their
cost is also less per kilometre than that of the railways. It is said to be
‘door-to-door’ service and is best suited to certain types of commodities,
such as eggs,fish, vegetables and dairy products, which must be speedily
despatched to the nearby markets in good condition to fetch good prices.
Therefore with the development of motor transport after 1920, the
railways began to lose financially owing to this unhealthy competition.

The question of the rail-road competition was examined by two com-
mittees in 1932 and 1937. The second committee recommended that
the railways should be protected against unfair competition from motor-
vehicles by controlling, supervising and licensing motor-vehicles. Accor-
dingly, the Motor-Vehicles Act was passed in 1939 to control motor traffic.
Nevertheless, the road transport continued to compete with the railway
transport.

After 1947, the problem of rail-road competition no longer existed in
the country because of heavy taxation on road vehicles and as the result
of the nationalization of motor transport. Moreover, the railways generally
had a great volume of traffic-both passenger and goods than what
they could efficiently handle. Another Act was, however, passed in 1950
to regulate the rail-road transport.

(d) Waterways, Ferries and Bridges

Waterways.—There are no waterways or navigable canals in the
District. The inland water transport, i.e. canals and rivers had received
a set-back owing to the rail and road transport. In thc past, these means
were utllized for transporting timber etc., but have now gone out of use,

except in the hills.

Ferries.—Ferry crossings are maintained, wherever  necessary.

Bridges.—For the smooth running of road traffic, bridges exist on the
roads, wherever necessary.

(e) Air Transport
There is no air service in the District.
(f) Travel and Tourist Facilities

There are a number of dharmshalas, sciciserd Yctels in the District
for travellers, tourists and visitors. Hotels are maintained in the Indian
style and cater for toth vegetarian and rcn-vegciarian meals.

/
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Dak-Bungalows and Rest-Houses.—Dak-bungalows and rest-house
are maintained by different departments for use by their employees during
their visit to different places.  Tourists arc also provided with accommo-
dation, if it is available. A list of rest-houses and dak-bungalows in the
District is given in Appendix VI on pages 214.

(g) Post, Telegraph and Telephone

In the eighties of the nineteenth century, the mail from Ludhiana
to Firozpur was sent on horseback, and there was also a Government
bullock-train.  Thereafter, the mail began to sent by using motor-vans
and railways.

The post offices in the District are under the Superintendent of Post
Offices, Firozpur Division, Firozpur. At the important centres in the
towns, letter-boxes have been fixed for the convenience of the public and
the dak is cleared at fixed hours, two or three times a day.  Tn all the 1,220
villages of the District, dak is delivered daily. There isa not a single
no-dak village in it.

On 31 March 1980, there was 1 head post office, 40 sub-post
offices, 241 branch post offices and 10 extra-departmental sub-offices in
ghzeo District. A list of post offices is given in Appendix VI on pages 216 10

The Railway Mail-Service Oflice, situated at the Firozpur Cantonment
Railway Station, serves as an intermediary for the exchange of mails with
post offices and the various running sections of the railways.

Telegraphs.—The Telegarph Office at Firozpur was converted from a
combined office into a Departmental Telegraph Office on 16 November
1947, At that time, New Delhi and other major towns were connccted to
this office on the Morse System.  This system was changed to a hi gh-speed
one i.e. teleprinter working during 1965--71. At present, the office is
working on the teleprinter with New Delhi, Chandigarh, Ambala, Jalan-
dhar, Bathinda, Amritsar and Ludhiana. Besides, the Fazilka Combined
Office and the Abohar Combined Office in these two big towns of the
District are working on the teleprinter. The other Combined offices int
the District working on the Morse System are :  Guru Har Sahai, Jalala-
bad, Mallanwala, Ferozeshah, Makhu, Talwandi Bhai and Zira. Mam-
dot, Khai Pheme Ke and Ghall Khurd are connected on the phonocum
system. There are also combined post and telegraph offices in the
Firozpur City, Firozpur Cantonment and other places in the District.
Telegrams are accepted round the clock from the public and are also tele-
phoned to the subscribers,
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Telephone.—There are 18 telephone exchanges in the District located
at Abohar, Arniwala, Dharangwala, Dharmkot, Fatehgarh Panjtoor,
Fazilka, Firozpur, Guru Har Sahai, Jalalabad, Kot Isa Khan, Ladhuka,
Makhu, Mallanwala Khas, Mamdot, Manjgarh, Talwandi Bhai, Waryam
Khera and Zira. Besides, there are 4 trunk cxchanges located at Abohar,
Fazilka, Firozpur and Zira and 22 long distance public-calls offices located
at Amarkot Kandwala, Churiwala Dhanna, Jhumianwali, Khuhi Khera,
Killianwali, Nihal Khera, Panjkosi, Patrewala, Ram Asra, Alamgarh,
Syyedwala, Dangar Khera, Mauzam, Singhpura, Ferozeshah, Ghall
Khurd, Khai Pheme ke, Jhok Hari Har, Bhinder Kalan, Karyal, Fateh-
garh Kortana and Jalalabad East.

(h) Organisations of Owners and Employces in the Field of Transport
and Communications

No organisation of owners in the field of transport and communica-
tions exists in the District. The transport workers/employecs working
in various transport companies have, however, formed their unions to
look after their service interest:. New Samundri Transport Werkers
U nion, Firozpur, is the only union functioning in the District.
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APPENDIX I

(Vide pyge

Number of different types of motor vehiel is i
ypes -vehicles registered in the Firoz
District 1974 —79 he Firozour

Year Cars Jeeps  Trucks Taxis Tractors  Buscg *Motor  Auto-

cycles  rickshaws cellan-
cous

1974 57 23 28 1 367 50 388
1975 43 25 19 99 49 502
1976 81 145 13g . 2,814 20 664
1977 106 165 128 2 3,062 21 946
1978 60 73 34 4,685 41 903
1979 3 59 73 L3746 16 89;

(Statistical Abstraeyy of Punjab, 1975 to 1980)

*Including Scooters

194)
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APPENDIX II

Tus routes operatod by the Firazpur Depot of the Punjab Roadways,
Firozpur, as on 31 March 1980

Name of the route

Firozpur-Delhi via Hisar
Amritsar-Hisar
Firozpur-Delhi via Ludhiana
Pirozpur-Hisar via Fazilka
Pirozpur-Jammu
Amritsar-Sirsa
Amritsar-Gurdaspur
Firczpur-Sitsa
Firozpur-Sirsa via Fazilka
Amritsar-Ganganagat
Jalandhar-Ganganagar
Firozpur-Ganganagar
Firozpur-Ganganagar via Muktsar
Amiritsar-Budha Johar

Guru Har Sahai-Chandigarh
Pirozpur-Chandigarh

Pirozpur-Chandigarh via Dharmkot

Pirozpur-Chandigarh via Dharmkot-Jagraon ..

Pirozpur-Chandigarh via Zita-Moga
Abohar-Pathankot
Firazpur-Nangal

Firozpur-Patiala via Ludhiana
Firozpur-Patiala via Sangrui
Pirczpur-Pong Dam
Firozpur-Hoshiarpur

Firozpur Jalandhar via Dharmkot

27 Firozpur-Jalandhar via Kapurthala

201

(Vide page 195)

Number  Route Total
dZQy I?§523 s;¥3£;s
trips (Km»)

1 451 902
1 392 784
1 449 898
1 329 658
1 322 644
1 298 596
1 72 144
1 178 356
1 248 496
2 288 . 1,152
1 296 592,
3 168 1,008
1 164 328
1 376 752
1 213 546,
1 231 462.
1 237 474
1 248 496
1 240 480
1 259 518
1 286 572
1 228 456
1 -230 460
1 235 470,
2 168 672
2 129 516
2 138 552
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0. Name of the route
Number Route  Total ;
d?lilv length daily S?\}'lal Name of the route Number Route Total
————— — trips (Km) sarvices 0- of length d::“a
————— (Km) ‘33.“3’ (Km) Serv)i,ces
28 Firozpur-ph T rips (Km)
~‘hagwara ———————
29 Fi . —_——
Firozpur-Ludhiana via Kishanpyra 2 13 540 T -
30 Pirozpur- p . 1 57 Fi . i
31 Fi Amritsar via Mallanwala 3 v o 58 i : * 28
Irozpur-Amyi : 11 58 Firozpur-Mudki
32 Pirozpur-A AT via Talwand Bhai 4 1 22 . 59 Fi iy S l; ) - “
pur-Amritsar via Patti 8 1,024 Irozpur-sakur .. 4
atti ’ 26 208
3 i .

3 Firozpur-Dabwal; via Muktsar : i 282 %0 FirorpurMamdor i % 2
34 Pitozpur-Abohar via Pazilka : 120 240 1 Firozpur-Amritsar via 2ira : 120 240
35 Pitozpur-Abohar vig Muktsar ! 124 248 62 Firozpur-Ludhiana 1 131 262
36 « « .

; P'lmzn“"MUktsar via Paridkot 3 112 672 63 Firozpur-Lamdot 4 35 280
38 Pirozpur-Muktsar via Sadiq ’ 80 480 64 Zira-Talwandi Bhat ’ 16 24
Ri ; . .
) irozpur-Nihal Singhwala 6 56 672 65 Zira-Makhu 5 16 160
FirOZDUT'TalWa . 2 66 Zira-S
ndi Mallian 94 376 ira-Sanaur 2 4 16
40 Pirozpur Pazilka 2 90 160 67 Zira-Hardasa 2 16 64
41 Fj . .
o F.lrozpur_Malau( via Pazilks 9 89 1,602 68 Zira-Mallanwala 5 22 220
Zira-Naserwala ' . 1 145 290 69 Firozpur-Sadwala 2 20 30
43 piroz"“"Naserwala . 1 a1 82 70 Firozpur-Sham Singhwala 5 27 270
44 Zira-Rorwap . 1 81 162 71 Firozpur City Service .. .. s 635
45 Firozpur-Rorwan . 1 39 78 Fazilka Sub-Depot
4 i .. ;
4.6’ PT’OZP‘"-Khadoo; Sahib 1 719 158 72 Malaut-Sangheria s 60 600
Firozpur-Moga . 2 109 436 73 Fazilka-Sirsa . 1 146 292
48 Ppi
. 'rozpur-Guru Har Sahg; 5 63 630 74 Abohar-Hanumangarh 5 69 759
) Firozpur-Fatehgarp Panjtoor . 6 40 480 75 Fazilka-Abohar r 1 3s 70

0 Fi I .

Firozpur-Wahk, 1 57 114 76 Abohar-Chandigarh 1 352 704
81 i . _

Pirozpur-Toot 5 13 130 77 Fazilka-Chandigarh , 2% 320 1600
52 Pi ;

PFirozpur Fatidawal, 3 17 102 78 Fazilka-Firozpur .. 24 89 445
53 Fi X . .- . s .
N FTrozpur Talwandi Bhaj via Khosa Da} Singh 3 25 150 79 Fazilka-Sangheria .. 2 100 400

irozpur-Hussaniwala i 2 43 172 80 Fazilka-Sangheria .. 1 97 194

55 Fi K hassi .

Firozpur-Khassi Kotla e 13 208 81 Abohar-Sangheria 2 56 224

s H . . .

6 Firozpur-K a@wala 2 63 252 82 Fazilka-Abohar via Arniwala 4 66 528

4 26 208 83 Abohar-Dabwali via Sitagung i 56 112
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Serial
No.

Name of the route

FIROZPUR

Number
of
daily
trips

84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100

101
102
103
104
105

106°

107

Fazilka-Jalalabad
Fazilka-Panjoke
Fazilka-Dabwa)i
Dabwali-Giddarbaha
Fazitka-Faridkot
Fazilka-Malaut
Malaut-Dabwat;
Malaut-Abohar vig Katiawali

Fazilka-Malaut via Abohar

Fazilka-Chak Pakh;
Fazilka-RoranWali
Jalalabad-Chak Pakhij
Fazilka-Jandwala
Fazilka-Pakka
Fazilka-Abohar via Kathra
Fazitka-Abohar via Chachrana
Abohar-Rarkhar

' Abohar-Sargarh

Abohar-Sarvar Khuian
Abohar-Gumjal
Abohar-Divankhera
Abohar-Mojgarh
Abohar-Dalbirkhera
Abohar-Bathinda

v (Saurce :

e —

General

s

1

9

11 trip
per month

ki
2

S

N

Manager, Punjaty

Route
length
(km)

48

99

110

20

Total
daily
services

(k)

320
96
594
04
660
[456
320

176

100
34
210

Roadways, Firoznur)
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(Vide page

Bus routes operated by private transport companies in the Firozpur District as on 3¢ April 1980

Route Total

Number of
daily trips

Name of the route

Name of the transport company

Serial "

daily
services
(km)

No.

length
in km
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e - S 23

1 The New Samundri Transport Co. (P) Ltd., Firozpur Firozpur—Muktsar via Sadiq

Firozpur—Dabwali via Malaut—Muktsar

Muktsar—Bathinda via Doda

Firozpur—Muktsar via Kotkapura

Firozpur—Mamdot
Muktsar—Dabwjali

Muktsar—Kotkapura

320
192

32
48

Malaut—Fazilka

Muktsar—Lubanewali] up to Budhimar

162

27

2 Samundri Roadways (P) Ltd, Firozpur

84
150
24

21

Muktsar—Dabwali—Midul thera

Muktsar—Bhundar

75"

56

Muktsar—Sammowali—Fazilka

64
96

Muktsar<—Bathinda

205

Firozpur—Mallanwala
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APPENDIX 1V

Ruilway pasiengers und gaods traffic in the Firozpur District, 1979.50

Monthly average
Station traffic
[ R —
(Nos)  (Nos) (Rs)
L. Pirozpur ('anlonment~Ludhisna Braach Line
I Saidanwala 2,522 2,048 1,998
2 Dhindsa (Haly) 276 245 203
3 Perozoshah 5,283 4,470 4,995
4 Suthani 3,562 2,616 2,866
53 Talwandi Bhai 13,775 10,852 20,648
H. Firozpur Cantonment ~ Jalandhar City Branch Line
1 Mahalam 4,821 5,095 5,380
2 Talli Saida Suhy 4,774 1,354 4,892
3 Mallanwalg Khas 10,249 3,038 11,971
4 Butewala 4,143 65 3,976
5 Makhu 19,232 14,073 22,326
6 Jogewala 6,007 1,269 5,949
HI. Rirozpur Canronment— Pazilka Branch Line
I PFirozpur Cantonmant .. 1L,00,408 61,340 7,87,200
2 Firozpur City 27,307 27,453 37,453
3 Khai Phemeke 5,314 3,409 4,652
4 Dodh 6,776 4,899 5,154
5 Jhok Thahal Singh 12,687 8,993 10,077
6 Kohar Singhwala 6,758 6,367 9,062
7 Guru Har Sahai .. 31,360 26,217 15,885
8 liwa Arain 9,483 7.699 7,373
9 Jalalabad 28,145 26,462 36,043
10 Bahamniwala 5273 1438 4,502
11 Ladhuka 489 440 412
12 Theh Qalandar 267 262 225
13 Pazilka 25,140 160,237 38 846

T e

(Vide page

196)

Monthly average

earsings

Parcels

(Rs)

hankantent L s e
——— i
o ot s o <t o

43

1,090

584
175
605

684
13

45,971
9,834
42

COMMUNICATIONS 211
- Monthly average  Munthly average
trafic earnings
Station Outward Inward Pas- Parcels
(Nos) (Nos)  semger (Rs)
(Rs)
1V. Pirozpur Cantanment—Bathinda—Delbi Main Line
B .. 855 714 1,333 17
1 Kasu Begu
V. Shri Ganga Nagar— Hiodumalkeia—Bathinda Branch Line
| hawal Basi . 4807 2315 3,648 X
1 Bahawal Bas
47,855 38,403 2,42,950 7,388
2 Abohar ..
i 389 1,997 3,921
3 Kilanwali Punjab .. 4,
ikosi .. 4,908 1,000 3,000 200
4 Panjkos
B 3,531 2,632 3,993 6
5 Bakian ..
Line
. Rewari Bathinda— Razilka
" kR wala 8,939 6,083 10,876 878
I Chak Roran

5,765 5,595
2 Chak Pakhewala .. 6,002 -
3,178 .. g
3 Chak Banwala . 1

(Source: Station-masters)
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(Vide page 196)

Railway goods traitic in the PRirozpur District, 1979.80

Monthly average

Monthly average

trattic earnings

- —— o — . ot ey

Outward  Inward Outward
(Quintal)  (Quintal) (Rs)

i. PFirozpur Cantonment~—Ludhiang Branch Line -

11

F= U T N

10
11
12
13

Saidanwala
Dhindsa (halt)
Perozshah
Sulhani

Talwandi Bhai 29,26,905

Flrozpmt Cantonment— Jalandhar City Branch Line

Mabhalam

Talli Saida Sahu
Mallanwala Khas 61
Butewala
Makhu 1,18,605
Jogawala

Firozpur Cantonment—Fazilka Branch Line
Firozpur Cantonment 67,308
Pirozpur City 61,732
Khai Phemeke
Dodh

Jhok Thahal Singh
Kohat Singh wala
Guru Har Sahai 38,205
Jiwa Arain

Jalalabad 30,591
Bahamniwala

Ladhuka

Theb Qalandar

Fazilka .. 1,749

R p——

9,428 2,75,786

509 524

666 17,59,994

28,308 33,871

34,871 2,78,033

5,027  4,01,387

5,286 2,69,937

4,461 23,671

Inward
(R9)

— —_

51

95,288

4,677
38,196
2,03,143

4,09,674

36,605

29,315

18,484
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Monthly Average
traffic earnings

Station
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Monthly Average

Qatward Inward

(Nos)

Percentage  Parcels

(Nos) (Rs) (Rs) -

IV Firoapur Caniopment
IV Firozpur Cantonment—Bathinda-Delhi Main Line
1 Ka su Begu

V  Shri Ganga Nagar —Hindumulkote— Bathinda Branch Line

1 Bahawal Basi

2 Abohar . 94,831
3 Kilanwali Punjab

4 Panjkosi e 480
5 Bakian

VI Rewari-Bathinda-Fazilka Branch Line
1 Chak Roranwala .. 411
2 Chak Pakhewala
3 Chak Banwala

44,934 10,38,695  30,43,94

50 3,000 200

1 4,813 20

(Source: Station-masters)
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10

11

13

14

15

16
7

18

19

FIROZPUR

APPFNDIX vI

Place

Panchayat Bhawan, Firozpur City

Canal Rest-Houss, Firozpur

6
Cantonment
Railway Officer’s Rest-House |
Firozpur Cantonment
Sainik Rest-House, Firozpur 6
Cantonment
Electricity Board Rest-House,
Firozpur Cantonment
Canal Rest-House, Gujjar 2
Canal Rest-House, Lakhoke 1
Canal Rest-House, Mohanke Uttar 3
Canal Rest-House, Kohr Singh- 1
wala
Canal Rest-House, Amir Khan 3
Canal Raest-House, Gurdittiwala 2
Canal Rest-Houge, Ferozeshah I
Tahsil 7Zj
Canal Rest-House, Zira 2

Panchayat Samiti, Rest-House,
Zira

Canal Rest-House, Fatehgarh
Panjtur

Canal Rest-House, Jogawala

Canal Rest-House, Makhyu

Panchayat Samiti Rastd{ouse.
Dharmkot ’

Canal Rest-House, Mallanwala

e e

No. of
suits

Tahsil Flrozp;_r T

(Vide page 198)
Rest-houses in Firozpur District as on 31 March 1980

Name of the reserving anthority

R Secrelarv, Zila Parishad, Firozpur

Executive Engineer,
ston, Firozpur.

Divisional
thern Railway,  Fir

Segrctary,

District
Fitozpur

Supcrintending Fngir

Fastern  Divi-

Superintendent,  Nor-

zpur

Sainik Board,

icer, Punjab

State Electricity Board, Firozpur

Executive Engineer, Northern
DIVISIQH. Firozpur

Exg:qutwe Engineer, Northern
Division, Firozpur

F,x'ec_utivc Engineer, Northern
Division, Firozpur

Exgcpt.i ve Engineer, Northern
Division, irozpur

Executive Fngineer, Northern

Division, Firozpur

Executive Engineer,
ston, Firozpur

Executive Engineer,
sion, Firozpur

rR

Executive Fugineer,

Division, Ludhijana

Harike Divi-

Harike Divi-

Sidhwan

3 Sub:Divisional Officer, Panchayati

2

2 Executive

2

Raj, Firozpur

Executive Er:igineer. Sidhwan Divi-

vision, Ludhjana

sion, Ludhiang
Executive Engineer,
viston, Ludhiana

Suh-Di_visional

Oftice
a}, Firozpyr

Engineer, Sidbwan Divi-

Sidhwan Di-

r, Panchayati

3 Executive Engineer, Harike Division,

Firozpur

e e e et et et e v e ¢ e e e eoeemeeeee e
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: No. of  Name of the reserving authority
%(:':a] PlaCC SUi's

20 Public Works Department Rest-
House, Fazilka

21 Canal Rest-House, Fazilka

bt
[3%)

Market Committee, Rest-House
Fazilka

23 (Canal Rest-House, Saidoke

24 Canal Rest-House, Ghubhaya
25 Shelter Hut, Jandike
26 Rest-House, Islamwala
27 Canal Rest-House, Chak Pakhe
wala
28 Canal Rest-House, Kabul Shah
29 Panchayat Samiti Rest-House,

Chak Palkhewala

30 Railway Officer’s Rest-House,
Abohar

31 Market Committee Rest-House,
Abohar

Tahsil Fazilka

2

(3%

o

Executive Engineer, Construction
Division, Firozpur

Executive Engineer, Eastern Divi-
sion, Firozpur

Secretary,  Market Committee,
Fazilka
Exccmive' Engineer, Eastern Divi-
sion, Firozpur

Executive  Engineer, Eastern Divi-
sion, Firozpur

Executive Engineer, Eastern Divi-
sion, Firozpur

Executive. Engineer, Eastern Djvi-
sion, Firozpur

Executive  Engineer, Eastern Divi-
sion, Firozpur

Executive Engineer, Eastern Divi-
sion, Firozpur

Sub-Divisional Officer, Panchayati
Raj, Firozpur

Divisional . Superintendent, Nor-
thern Railway, Firozpur
Secretary, Market

Committee,
Abohar
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APPENDIX vIH

Post Offices in the Firozpur District, as on 31

Head Post Office

1. Firozpur

Sub-Post Offices '*
1 Abohar(L.S.G.) r.C.0., C.0.

Vide page 198

March 1980

Branch Post Offices

Basti Tunkanwali
Bazidpur
Billewala

Dhira Patra
Faridewala
Janerian

Jhok Tarihar

Lal Kurti Bazar

- Mumara

Nurpur Sethian
Rukna Begu
Patel Nagar
Sadiq
Saidanwala
Sainwala
Sande Hashan
Sherkhanwata
Tut

Alamgarh
Avzamgarh
Balluana
Bahawal Bassi
Bhangalan
Burj Mohar
Chandankhera
Dodewala
Govindgarh

10 Jodhpur

Khurar Khera

12 Kera Khera

13 Kundal

14 Kikar Khera

15 Malakpur ;
16 Pakki Tibbi Police Station
17 Patti Sadiqpur

I8 Patel Nagar Abohar

19 Ramgarh

20 Rukanpura(Khuikhera)

2 Abohar Mandj T.5.0,, N.D. 23

3 Arniwala Shhkei Subhan

—

(YR SN e R WYY )

10
1)

Seed Farm, Abohar
Sherewala
Waryam Khera

Aslam Waly
Dabwale Kalan
Dhippanwali

Jattan Bhattianwala

Jandwala Bhimeshah
Jhomianwali

Kandwala Nazar Khan
Mahuana Bod]a

Mulanwala

Taliwala Bodla
Talliwala Jattan

e

PSP

4
5

6

10
B

12

13
14
15
16
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Branch Post Offices

Bazar Krishan Sudama, Firozpur City
Canal Colony, Firozpur

Chowk Arya Samaj, Firozpur City
D.AV. College, Abohar

District Board Office, Firozpur City
Fazilka L.S.G.

Firozpur Aliwal Lines

Firozpur Cantonment Railway Station

Firczpuwr City LS.G.

Firozpur Sadar Bazar

Gandhi Nagar, Fazilka
Gowal Mandi, Firozpur Cantonment

Guru Har Sahai

O PN -

=0
(=]

[T RENYEN

Behal

Chak Banwala
Chimnewala
Jandwala Kharta
Karni Khera
Kirvanwala
Ladhuka
Ladhuka Mandi
Rana

Sabuana

Arifke

Chak Hiraj

Chak Mahantaala
Deep Singhwala
Ded Railway Station
Ciudder Dhandi
Jhok Tehl Singh

K hai

Khushal Singhwala
Kohar Singhwala
Lakhoke Behram
Masteke
Mabhallam
Sohangarh

Gurdwara Jand Sahib
Kaniyanwali

Pindi

Siwali

Sharinwala
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Post Officey

17 Haripura !
N
3
4
5
6
7
he
9

18 Jalalabad [.S.¢;. 1
al
R}
4
S
[§]
B
8
9
10
H
12

19 Jalalabad Town

20 Xhui Khera 1
5
3
4
S
6
J
8

2t Krishna Nagri, Abahar

22 Mallanwala 1
2

23 Mandi Awjy Gaungj i
2
3
4
S
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

24 Mamdot 1
2
3

Branch Post Otfices

Balian
Danewal,
Dharmpura
Diwan Khery
Koil Khera
Khuyan Saru ar
Saidwaly
Sappanwali
Usman Khery

Amiir Khas
Bageeke Uttyr
Bahamajwaly
Chak Gulam Rasulwala
Chak Saido Ke
Dhandi Khurd
Ghubaya

liwa Arajn
Lamochar Kalay
Mahmu Joya
Pacca Kale Wala
Panjcke Uttar

Azamwala
Kamalwaly
Kathera
KheowaliDhab
Chippanwal;
amun Khery
Shatirwaly
Shajrana

Mulluwala
Sudh Singhwala

Akalgarh
Bhagsar
Chak Budhoke
Chak Janisar (Chhimbewala)
Chak K herewala
Khuranj
Ladhuwala Ugy,
Lakhewalj
Madrassa
Nandgarh
Nokerian
Pakan
Batta Khera
Sobelewala
ammewalj

Karma
Khundar Uttar
Tibbi K hurd

COMMUNICATIONS

Post Offices

Bransh Post Offices
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25 Maujgarh

26 Nihal Khera

27 Nai Abadi Abohat

28  Ram Sara

29 Sabzi Mandi, Firozpur City
30 Sahitya Sadan, Abohar

31 Wool Market, Fazilka

32 Bhinder
33 Dharamkot L.S.G.

34  Ferozeshah

Bhanger Khera
Dalmir Khera
Dhinganwali
Gidderanwali
Gunjal

Jandwala Hanymanta
Kallar Khera
Panjawa Mandal
Panniwala Mohl!~
10 Shergarh

11 Tootwala

OO0 O B pg -

Bazidpur Katjanwala
Dhangar Khera
Ghallu ]
Jandwala Mirasangla
Koharianwalg
Muradwala Dal Singh
Rohrian Wali

Roop Nagar

AW —

oc

Bhagoo
Dotaranwali
Rajanwali
Raipur
Sardarpura
Wahabijawali

LTV SRIQN

1 Data

Aminwala
Badowal
Dholewala
Karyal

Kaila

Kanwan

Kot Sadar Khan
Nurpur Hakiman
Pandori Araian

\O 00 ~I N\ W . W N =

Bhanger
Bharana
Dhindsa
Ittanwai
Karmuwali

6 Khosa Dal Singh

A N
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Post Oftices

FIROZPUR

Sub-Branch Post Offices

36

37

38

39

Kishanpura

Kot Isa Khan

Makhu

Shahid Gurdag Ram Road, Zira

Talwandi Bhai

7 1.ohgarh

8 Muachi Bugra

9 Piarcana

16 Batia Khera Punjabsinghwala
Sodhinagar

Wara Bahi

Shahwadi

Shakur

Fhethar Kalan

DN s L —

lndergarh
Jalalabad (Last)
Lohgarh
Nasirewala

e D —

Datewala
Gihaloti

Janer

Maha!

5 Mandar Kalan
6 Masitaon

7 Qabarwala

8 Shah-Abu-Bakar

LRl -

l ?:lihélk Gujran

2 Canal Colony, Makhy
3 Patehgarh Sabra

El Pir Mohammad

5 Shihanpari

6 Sarhali

I Chand Bujy

2 Chotia Kalan

3 Darapur
Dhanna Shahi

S Dhurkot ahid

6 Gill

7 Baraj

8 Jhandiang

9 Kaber Bachha
Kassoana

Il Khukrana

12 Kot Karor Ka lan

'1}1 Lalle
Mahlan Kal

15 Mohar an

16 Moranwali

]"; Sekhaw
Sodhiwala

19 Suthani

20 Thammanwala

;I Tumber Nan

22 Wara Wariamsinghwala

e T —
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40 Zira

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1 Awan

2 Balkhandi

3 Betianwali

4 Jhanda Bagha Purana
§ Jhatre

6 Laungo Dewa

7 Mahlonwala Kalan
8 Malloke

9 Manawan

10 Mansur Dewa

11 Mehr Singhwala

12 Sankar

13 Santuwala

14 Shahzada Sant Singh
15 Shahwala

16 Sukhewala

17 Talwandi Jallekhan
18 Thatha Kishan Singh
19 Wakilanwala
20 Valtoha
21 Pheroke

Churiwala Shana Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Dharangwala Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Jhumianwali Bxtra Departmental Sub-Office

Kandwala Amarkot Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Killianwali Extra Departmental Sub-Offices

Mauzam Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Panjkosi Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Patrewala Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Patehgarh Panjter Extra Departmental Sub-Office

10  Ghal Khurd Extra Departmental Sub-Office

Total Head Post Offices 1
Total Sub-Post Offices 40
Total Extra Departmental Sub-Offices .10

Total Branch Post Offices

(Source:

e e

Superinteadent of Post Offices, Firozpur Division, Firozpur)
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CHAPTER Vil

Miscellaneous ( dceupations

Firozpur is a predominantly rural district, wi
per cent of its total population living in villages an
towns.  The main profession of the people, inhab
agriculture and manual labour. The urban population depends upon non-
agricultural activities, such as household industry, manufacturing indusiry,
transport, trade, commerce, etc. Persons absorbed in
about 4 per cent of the total population of the Distri

th approximately 80
d about 20 per cent in
iting the rural areas, is

SETVICes constitute
ct.

A glance at the modern urban or rural life
means of livelihood which come neithe

industry nor under that of agriculture, but
services and sales, essential to the mainte
living. These occupations are the results of the economic development
in a particular region and their position fluctuates with the changes in the
standard of living of the populace. Most of the
tions are interlocking, or interdepcndent
creates a place for another. These occ
labour and, thus, provide the people with

hood and cater for the daily needs of the people, and provide them with all
sorts of goods and services. The existence or essentiality of such occupa-
tions is felt more in the urban areas than in the ryra} areas. Moreover,
the changes in the social Structure, such as the breaking up of the Joint-
family system, a sense of decent living and economic stability, frec movee
ment of labour, changes in habits of likings, consciousness of standard of

living, etc., have provided a good chance for the structure of miscellancous
occupations to create a position of importance
field.

reveals that there are certain
r directly under the purview of
most of which are in the form of
nance of a certain standard of

miscellaneoys occupa-
On one another and often one
upations use the available local
employment and means of livelj-

in the socio-economic

10,44,936 (5,57,286 males and 4,87
were living in rural areas, and 2,31
workers was 3,08,343 (2,44,865 rur
were cultivators and agricultural
other workers. Of the total workin
engaged in ‘other services’, which i
supplying of electricity and water, besides sani
health, legal, business, recreational ang personal  seryices. They also
included general labourers, engaged in miscellaneoys Occupations,

+650 females),
»550 in urban g
al and 63,478 y

of which 8,13,386 persons
reas. The total number of
rban), of which 2,25,893
the remaining 82,450 as

The new national set-up in the couptr
rapidly developing economy have opened
and, consequently, there has beep an appr,

y after Independence and the
P vast avenues of employment,
eciable increase jp employment
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in different occupations. Besides, the economic dcvelopment achieved
through the successive Five-Year Plans has provided scope .Ior thcse occu-
pations to grow and form their own groups. ']“houg)} their activities are
mainly confined to the urban areas, they are now makl.ng an appear‘ance
in the countryside also. Persons in services a‘nd earning through mls?el-
laneous occupations form a very small proportion qf the total popu]anop
of the District. They include Government or seml-goYernment servants
and persons employed in education, Jaw, medical, engineering, personal,
domestic services, etc.
(a) Public Administration . ‘

Central, State and Local Government Services.—Since the c.lo‘se oi.the
eighteenth century, the Firozpur City has been the seat otj admx‘mstratlon.
With the expansion of difterent departments and the cre.atlon of n‘ew ones,
the number of Government employees has s.hown a cqnsnderable rls;, esPe-
cially after Independence. Besides, increase in popul'atlo.n, dec‘e‘:rft‘ra 1zation
of administration, expansion of educational and irrigation fauhtlesf, ol:;:en-
ing of public-health and construction d.IVISIOHS ‘and the adbventfoG ?n-
chayati Raj have resulted in a manifold increase in the number of Gove n-t
ment employees. As on 31 March 1979,‘ there were 17,522 Gov;rng;:
employees in the District as compared with 14,171 on 31 M]arc o .

In spite of the Jow scales of pay, Government ‘_IObS have always ;1 3
special fascination for the people, because these jobs assure them fixe
income. In addition to their basic pay, the Government employees are
paid regular dearness allowance and house-rent allowance, the qua;tutr)n
of which varies according to the scale of pay. Lo.ans arf: advance Thy
the Government for constructing hou§es, Purchasmg vehl;;les, e?c. | e
employees are also provided w.ith .re51dent1a1 qua.gteri.f defr:r né gvse(;nar
provision for compulsory contribution to the providen .dus e - Covern-
ment employees so that their dependants. may be provided for in c] ee :
their premature death. On superannu.atlon, the (?ovemme;nt emp o¥ l::
are entitled to the benefits of compassxona'fe gratuity, pension, .etc.] (:
railway authorities provide quarters for their e?mp]oyees on n;)mma rend
and issue free and privilege passes for _travel'lmg to the employees an
their families. They are also provided with uniforms. Class IV employe;es,
under the State Government and the Ceatral Government, are also
glvenP\?I::c lgx:‘;::yees’ Organizations.—A number o'f orgz?niz.ations haved
been formed by the public employees to safegue'lrd their service mt.ere§ts an'
for recreational and cultural purposes. A list of these organizations is
s ?e"lﬁ:: ‘M.E.S. Civilian Workers’ & Employees’ Union, Firozpur
Cantonment.
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2 The Northern Railway Welding & Trading Contractors® Asso-
ciation, Firozpur.

3 The Station-master’s Group Association, Firozpur.
4 The Firozpur Agro Industrics Association, Firozpur.

5 The Punjab Government Labour Union, PW D, B & R,
Firozpur City,

6 The Firozpur Central Co-operative Bank Employees’ Union,
Firozpur City.

7 The Fazilka Central Co-operative Bank Employees, Union,
Fazilka.

8 The Municipal Employees” Union, Firozpur.

9 The Municipal Stafl Union, Abohar.

10 The Nagarpalika Karamchari Sangh, Firozpur.

11 The Safai Karamchari Union Nagarpalika, Firozpur City.

12 The Harijan Workers’ Union Cantonment Board, Firozpur
City.

13 The Municipal Mazdoor Sabha, Abohar.
14 The Safai Sewak Union Municipal Committee, Abohar.
15 The Municipal Fire Brigade Employees’ Union, Firozpur.

As a result of the efforts of these organizations, the condition of the
employees of different categories has considerably improved.

(b) Learned Professions

Educational Services.—The teaching profession plays no small part
in the life of the District. The Sikh Kanya Maha Vidyalaya, FirozpuT,
was the first girls’ school to be started in the District in 1883, The Arya
Samaj Orphanage, Firozpur, was founded in 1878 with separate schools
and hostels, boys and girls.

The total number of teachers working in the recognized schools of
different categories in the District, as on 30 September 1979, was 6,395-
This number docs not include the clerks and the non-teaching staff em-
ployed in these institutions. The persons engaged in the teaching profession
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are much respected by the people.  They are also well paid now. For
some time past, the number of women employees in the teaching pro-
fesion is on the increase.

Medical and Health Services.—The total number of persons engaged
in the profession of medical and health services in the District rose from
2,043 in 1977 to 2,326 in 1979. This number included doctors, nurses,
midwives and dais. There is also a large number of private medical practi-
tioners in the District. Homoeopathy is practised by some in the towns.
The Ayurvedic and Unani systems are, however, liked more by the people
because of the simpler and familiar medicines prescribed. The State
Government is also giving better recognition to these systems. The doctors
and physicians employed in Government hospitals get a fixed salary. But
the income received by the private doctors and physicians invariably de-
pends on their reputation for efficiency. Generally, no consultation fee
is charged by private doctors and physicians, but the cost of the medicines
supplied covers the consultation fee also.

There was a time when the people in the rural areas could not get
medical aid at the time of illness. But, with the spread of education and
scientific treatment of human ills and with the increased provision of health
and other medical facilities, the number of patients treated in the District
has risen considerably. In order to cope with the growing demand of the
people, the number of hospitals and dispensaries is rising every year. In
1974, there were 54 hospitals and dispensaries in the District, equipped
with 806 beds, run by the State Government, local bodies and charitable
trusts and endowments. As compared with the above figures, there were
119 hospitals and dispensaries in the District, equipped with 1,376 beds, on
I April, 1980. The atove comparison clearly illustrates that now more
people are engaged in medical profession.

On the veterinary side, there is a network of veterinary hospitals and
dispensaries in the District to improve cattle breeds and treat various disea-
ses of animals.

Legal Services.—The profession includes barristers, advocates, plea-
ders, and munshis. Laywers have, in fact, to work as a link between the
litigant public and the Government officials. The number of persons
engaged in this profession is increasing day by day consequent upon the
general rise in the literacy and educational standards of the area. There
are three bar associations in the District, one at the District headquarters
at Firozpur, two at the tahsil headquarters at Zira and Fazilka. These
associations are rendering useful service and are responsible for maintain-
ing the right professional conduct, towards the public.
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Engineering Services.—The engineers have contributed a good deal to
the constructive plans at the District headquarters as well as at the sub-
divisional level. 1t is due to them that development works, such as the
opening of canals, the construction of roads and the extension of electri-
city installations to the remote corners of the area, are being completed.
The details of the personnel employed in engineering services of the
Government departments, have been given in the chapter ‘Other Depart-
ments’.  Also,a number of persons are carrying on their profession as
contractors and architects or as consulting engincers.

(¢) Personal and Domestic Services

Personal Services.—Barbers, washermen, launderers, tailors, water-
carriers, weavers, cobblers, carpenters and the like constitute this group.
Thess services employ a considerable number of persons as described in
the following account:

Barpers.—Some religious practices have given a secured position
to the barbers. On the occassions of marriage, the thread-wearing
ceremoney, funeral rites, etc., they are required to be present. In the rural
areas, they get remuneration for their services in kind at the time of
harvesting, while in the towns they get it in cash.

The old practice of barbers going from place to place in search of
customers has almost vanished. Instead, barbershops are coming up
even in the interior parts of the District. In the rural areas, the practice
of visiting houses of their clients by the barbers is stil] in vogue. The wife
of the barber, called nain, also does some sort of periodical hair-cleaning
of the womenfolk of the families to which the barber is attached.

In the urban areas, hairdressing saloons or beauty shops are be-
coming popular.  These are equipped with modern tools and instruments
for hairdressing and hair-cutting.  The practice of visiting the houses
of their customers by the barbers has become out of fashion. The customers
too, feel it easier, convenient and cheaper to visit the saloon for a
shave or hair-cut. Generally, the barbers charge Rs 2 to Rs 3 for a hair-cut
and 50 paise to Re 1 for a shave.

It is to be noted that most of the workers in this profession are not
indigenous to the District, but hail from other States, especially Rajasthan
and Haryana,

The barbers in the towns have formed organisations for their eco-
nomic and social welfare.  Tuesdays are, generally, observed as holidays
by them,
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Washermen :—Iaundering is now becoming popular and a paying
prefessien. Most of the good laundries are, however, located in the
urban arcas. In the rural areas, the washermen move from door to door
to colleet clothes and to return those already washed. The laundry
business has adversely affected the washrermen, since launderers are
more prompt and efficient than washermen. Generally, the laundries
employ washermen for washing and pressing the clothes at the shops.
There are a number of dry-cleaning concerns in the cities and towns.They
have set up modern dry-cleaning plants. Their charges vary from Rs
7 to 9 for dry-cleaning a woollen or a terylene suit. The average rates for
washing and pressing cotton clothes are 40—50 raise and 20—25 paise
per piece respectively.

Tailors.—Big tailoring establishments are found confined to the
urban areas. In recent years, this paying profession has attracted more and
more educated persons.  Tailors in the urban areas make pants, trousers,
coats, skirts, bush shirts jackets, nightgowns, achkens, lady coats,
salwars, blouses and cotton and woollen suits (for men and women) of
various designs and cuts, whereas in the rural areas, they, generally, stitch
kurtas, pyjamas, shirts, kachhas, salwars, ghagras, chaddars, etc,
Most of the tailors have their own machines and work independently.
The rates charged by them in the urban and rural areas vary much,

The old practice of the tailors’ (darzis) going to different houses
for sewing clothes does not now exist, except on the occasions, of marriages,
etc. Some people call the darzis to their houses for the preparation of
costly clothes and garments under their own supervision. Nowadays,
the tailors are paid in cash even in the rural areas. Some tailors also work
on commission basis with big concerns.

Self-employment.—Self-employed persons include weavers, shoe-
makers, potters, sweepers, handcart-pedlars, railway station or bus-station
porters and vendors, hosiery weavers, etc. Most of the persons associated
with such professions are local and are spread throughout the District,
Only a few of them are the residents of the adjoining districts of Rajasthan,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. In the rural areas, some of them work as
siris (share-croppers) to landowners. Julahas (weavers) earn their liveli-
hood by preparing yarn, kheses, sheets (chaddars), etc. But the economic
condition of the people of this category has not improved so far.

Sweepers in the rural areas are paid annually in the form of wheat
and other crops, whereas in the cities they charge Rs 2 to 5 per month
from each family in addition to a chapati daily and other gifts on auspicious
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occasions.  They also work as tenants and siris in villages with the land-
lords. In the urban arcas, they usually get employment in hospitals,
dispensaries, ctc. The'r Jot has not improved much.

Domestic Services.—Cooks, indoor scrvants, water-carriers, bus-

drivers, cleaners and chauf feurs, etc. constitute this group.  Improvement
in the economic condition of the peoplc during the last few years, especially
in urban areas, has brought about an increase in the number of domestic
servants.  The people living in villages are used to do work with their
own hands, but soine landlords employ ploughmen and labourers
who also attend to oiher domestic chores of their employers. The
persons of mediocre means find it difficult to afford domestic servants
in these days. Most ¢f the domestic servants are local or from the nearby
villages and a few have come from the Kangra District (Himachal Pradesh)
and the Hoshiarpur District of the Punjab.

The remuneration paid to domestic servants in the shape of wages,
food and clothing differs from place to place. On an average,
a domestic servant gets Rs 100 a month plus meals and clothes. Some
well to-do families also employ female domestic servants to do household
jobs or for looking after their children. They are provided with food,

clothing, Jodging etc. in addition to the pay which varies from Rs 80 to
Rs 100 per month.

(@) Miscellaneons Services

Transport Servicer:— Road transport plays a vital role in moulding
the social and economiic structure of a country.  With the expansion of
roads after Independence, the District has developed into a nerve-centre
of transport. The development of transport has opened up avenues for

employment, whereas improved communications have led to the ameliora-
tion of the condition of the people.

Also, the use of private cars, jeeps, auto-cycles, bicycles, bullock-
carts, tongas, rickshaws, and public and private carriers has also been on
the increase.  Rickshaws ply in the urban and semi-urban areas and
provide a cheaper mcans of conveyance.  Some persons invest money
on the purchase of these vehicles and hire them out to rickshaws pullers.
A few tongas are also seen plying on the roads. Besides, now auto-rick-
shaws, which are much faster, are also catering for the transport require-
ments of the people in the District.

Private cars and jeeps also cater for the needs of their owners in
their day-to-day avocations. The number of such vehicles has gradually
beea on the increase.  Some of the owners of these vehicles keep drivers.
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A number of transport workers, such as.drivers, conductors.and
cleaners, are employed in the transport companies. They are provu.ied
with various facilities, viz. free uniforms, bonus, allowance for f)vertlme
work, etc. Their income and social status is better than'tha.t of the rickshaw-
pullers and tonga-drivers. They have formed organisations to look after

their interests.



CHAPTFR 1X
ECONOMIC TRENDS

. ‘The cconomic progress of a region depends on several factors

m»portar}t among which are its natural resources, opportunitics for thci’r
exploitation, availability of finance, its political structure and social

sc-t-up obtaining at a particular time. Economic trends serve as a | ar<;-

stick 'by which the economic progress of a region can be measu;ed ’ The
most important constituents of economic trends are economic ;tal)ili.ty and
progress, which also indicate the state of cconomy of the re ;i<)n Tl;c%‘
constituents serve as an index of economic growth. Thcb ' L
and dynamic trends bring about fundament
the whole structure of the economy of th
trends are of help in ascertaining
growth of a region.

progressive
al and significant changes in
cregion. In short, cconomic
the overall economic progress and

(a) Livelihocd Pattern and General level of Prices
of Living

Livelihood Pattern.—The livelihood pursuits
region, the nature and variety of the occupati
the economic development of the arca are closel
of economic development and the extent to whic
are exploited for the
region.

and Wages and Standard

of the people of any
ons followed, and also
y related to the stages
‘ : h the available resources
industrial and agronomic advancement of that

Firozpur is cne of the richest districts in the
has always been the primary source of the livel
elsewhere, the economic life in the villages in the District, before the
World War | (1914-—18), was not much different from the, IichOerndcr
the‘ F)z.mer sys'tem. The villages were like small republics, isolated 'L d self-
:utf}:‘lent, maintaining the even tenor of their life in a ;vorld fnoc\lfri]ng :lct a
:Cr;; (1:“ 1i:>cace.I Thé war shook u;.) the general framework of social and

relations among the varioys groups inhabiting the villages. The

State, and agriculture
ihood of its people. As

iine ti]:ssvixllagc; jocicty no longer remained the same as before the war. The

o °au929'33 and the World War 11 (1939-44) further affected the

the o patiern of the villages. The Independence and the partition of

of ;::rmr)]/ xlnn IZ‘f'/'t‘hfeW the whole social ang economic structure out
sear. mediate  steps were therefor

. _ ; ¢, taken to rchabilitate the

refugees from the West Punjab and restore the economic equilibrium

of the Indian Punjab. Step b
the Five-Year Plans. P by step, further progress was made under

As already

mentioned, before the s i
(e ot o World War |, agriculture

: the formed
the people in the District. There were no industrie

s worth
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the name. After the war, there came into exsitence cotton-ginning and
pressing factories, which favourably changed the economic life of the
people. With the passage of time, people began to respond further to
industry. On the partition of the country in 1947, Firozpur became
a border district, far away from the markets. In view of the ever strained
relations with the neighbouring Pakistan, very few moneyed people are
coming forward to invest money in this area. Industry has not, there-
fore, developed much in it.

The District abounds in cotton, rice, wheat and oil-seeds and most
of the industries are agro-based, i.e. cotton-ginning and pressing,
cotton-weaving, flour-mills and rice-husking and oil-crushing. In 1971,
only 7,363 persons were found to be engaged in household industries. The
main occupation of the people is farming. The District is important for
the cultivation of cotton, particularly the long-staple varieties. During
the last few years, the output of the crop has increased much owing to the
extension of irrigation facilities.

The urban population of the District is mainly engaged in industry,
construction, manufacturing articles other than household ones, trans-
port, trade, commerce and other vocations. The livelihood pattern
has undergone a redical change after the partition of the country in 1947.

In the study of economic growth, manpower plays a vital role. For
economic purposes, the 1971 Census divided the general population
of the District into two categories, viz. workers and non-workers. Out of
the total population of 10,44,936, 3,08,043 were returned as workers
and 7,36,893 as non-workers on the basis of economic activity pursued,
the workers were further classified into nine industrial categories, as

shown in the following statement :



Classification of Workers in the Firozpur District according to the 1971 Census

Total

Number of persons according to the 1971 Census

Classification of workers according

Rural

Males

Persons

Females

Urban

Males

to their professions

Females

Females

1,57,948

1 Cultivators

66,637

3,559

1,226

63,128

2 Agricultural labour

hunting, plantations orchards and

3 Livestock-keeping, forestry, fishing,
allied activities
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5,895

6 Construction

1,571
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13,563

7 Trade and commerce

o

69 7,187

7118

66
2,189

5,591
18,769

1,527
8,525

8 Transport, storage and
communication

534

9 Other services

Total Workers

101
199
ensus Handbook, pp. 122-129 and Statistical Abstract of Punjab, 1979)

10 Non-workers

10,44,936

4,87,670

{Census of 1971, Series 17—Punjab, Part X A & B., Firozpur District C

Total Population
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According to the foregoing statement, out of the total po;_;ulation
of 10,44,936 in the Firozpur District, 3,08,043 were engaged in some
kind of economic activity. The number of non-workers was 7,36,893. The
ratio of workers to non-workers worked out at 29.5 and 70.5 as against

the corresponding ratio of 28.9 and 71.1 for the Punjab State.

The standard of living of a community is also judged from the way
its members are housed. The provision of cheap and decent housing
odation is the primary need of 2 family in civilized l'ife. It means
the provision of comfortable shelter and such .surroundlngs as would
keep the worker healthy, fitand cheerful. 1t also includes proper arrange-

nents for watcr-supply, drainage, lighting and means of communications

i i town of the District . In urban areas of the District,
in every village andlmost entirely pucca and are provided with modern

the dwellings are a . :
amenities, such as a kitchen, a bathroom and latrine. Houses in the new

townships are also provided with all such amenities. But, in the rural areas,
the people are not provided with all these facilities. Most of the dwellings

are kacha, whereas a few are partly pucca and are provided with a
, More and more pucca houses

accomm

. - .
baithak  (sitting-room) for guests € :
are also coming up with the passage of time. The houses, have, generally,

a big deohri (entrance room), vehra (compou.nd), d‘alc'm (a large rectfm-
gular room), etc. There are separate havelis (buildings) f‘or keeplng
cattle and fodder, though in some cascs, t.hese are also kept in tl.le resi-
dential place. In some villages, people bring water from wells situated
outside their dwellings. But now, under the Integrated I}ural Deye]op-
ment Programme, 5 villages in each block are selected as model villages

and are provided with all types of amenities, including sanitation etc.

In 1977-78, the income per head in the Firozpur District was Rs
was 4th in the desending order as compared with that in
other districts in the State. It is an indicator of the standards of living of
the people residing in the District. The ‘table that follows. shows the
-wise and with respect to the Punjab as a whole the income per

2,163 which

district iy .
head for the year 1977-78 at the then prevailing prices:

~M__.¢T‘—~-H Per capita
District income
Ludhiana T 2198
Amritsar 1,891
Rupnagar 1,763

———— o e
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District Per capita
——— mcome
Bathinda e — *“2:(');;“
Sangrur 2,042
Kapurthala 2,192
Firozpur 2,163
Patiala 2,271
Jalandhar 1,855
Gurdaspyr 1,470
Hoshiarpur 1,583
Faridkot 2,152
Punjab State 1,962

(Source - Economic Adviser to Government, Punjab, Chandigarh)
The Independence of the country brought apout
the life 'of the people, both in the rural and urban a
?cotr;]omlc structure has been revolutionized. Thege is
vl;”ageesf’oog;edrfvsosu?;d manners of the villagers.  Even in the remote
hairproperly ronould come acros§ clean-shaven young men, with their
martied wor. 1 also. The.use of the cosmetics and silken clothes among
among the on the' mcreasﬁc. T_here isa keen dc/sircfor education
village folk and literacy is rapidly increasing. ' There is hardly

any village without a rad; '
popular. radio-set. Lately, transisters have become more

a radical change in
reas.  The entire
a noticeable change

With the development of roads,
family syst and the pony g5 4 mcans of conveyance,
of the economiz sti]:izm, ]EZO, h.as undergone a marked change as a result
. €reis g ener. 3 .
labourers and e ducated general tendency among the landless

embers of a joint famil shi ns i
' Y to shift to towns in order
to find better employment or business opportunitics.
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Prices ‘ '
Prices play an important role in the ccon('@ic sys;tem ofa regl(;n .11:::
reflect the changes occurring therein. The rlSll‘lg PFICCS hav? ano th ,
. t on the cost of living. A risein prices, with income bemgﬁco?s ant,
- h hasing power of money and affects the consumers directly.
]O“"er:it y ‘;‘:;}‘; ene%al level of prices and their trends is, there'fore., use-
ﬁ, lsitll]l ui']d:rstandging the economic condition of the‘ people. dA .bncf history
of the movement during the past century or so 1s as under :

. 5 f rising prices. During 1866——83,
riod, from 1861-66, was oneq . our ‘
i :l:;g:nlto fall, except for a sudden jump in the prices of foodstuffs
rices > i
z‘twcen 1876 and 1879 due to a great famine. " i
: 1883, the fall in prices was arrested, and after 1885, the country
F:jom era (’)f rising prices. The slow rise in prices of the‘ last decen-
CI.]tU'L a?l?ercd pace in 1893, and continued up to 1913. Prices Tose to
nium gedented heights during the war years (l91fl~l?). Thc? failure of
un.pre.c 918-19 and 1919-20 accentuated the rise in prices, Whl.Ch reached
TZ”_]S llan ;est -level in 1920. The phenomenal rise in prices during the war
their hig

period of hardship for agricultural masses, working labour force
was a

and fixed-inccme groups.
reached their maximum limits in 1920, the prices began.to fall
i ards. This downward trend was accelerated during the
from 1921 On.Wdr £1929-—33. The prices of primary goods fell more than
o dePfeSS"’;‘ Ot red goods and the agricultural countries such as India,
o mal:iu ar(;elll affected thereby than the industrial countries. One
were more 2 vef thz fall in prices was the disparity in the price level of the
o asp'eCt . d the manufactured goods. The depression had serious
e aninternal trade, foreign trade, and the balance of trade.
effe":ts o ived the severest blow. The peasant’s income fell, but the
;Ag:ilcil\t:r:ier e::nt of land, irrigation charges, interest rates, etc. remained
and r ,

Having

e S;E‘e- iod 1933-—39 was that of partial recovery, as there was a limited
e per

. t in the economic structure of the country. A.fter 1934, prices
lmPTOV?men i xcept 1937-38 when there was a recession and set-back.
s 1mPf°"m§” eoutbreak of the World War 1I in 1939 that the prices
ot eovering. During the first three years of the war, the
tinally started .rjcnot move in the matter. The price situation reached
quernment d', s by 1943 when the Government realized the gravity of
Seflofls pr'Oportlznadopted price control and other necessary measurers to
the SItuat.lon ;Illaese measures achieved a limited success. The further
:i(;em E? tprlitc.es was, of course, checked, though they could not be brought

down,
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When the war ended in 1
and cven the post-war depression was feared.
tations, the prices went on risin
half of 1951
sures adopted by the Government
brought the prices down.
or less stable. But again from Junc 1955, the
remained high except in 1957-58, whe
continued to cause anxicty during 1958 ¢
of the Chinese aggression in 1962
all the remedial measures adopte
the prices maintained the upwa

The upward trend in the prices, which
World War 1J has continued al| through t
in 1947, the problems arising from the partiti
rainfall and consequent shortfalls in the prod
conditions created by the Koreap War (1950

prices, and the general rise in the level of wo
sparing prices in the country, State
The retail prices of foodgrains

FIROZPUR

945, people looked forward (o 3 fall i prices
But contrary {o their expec-
g tll they touched giddy heights in the first
after which they declined carly on 1952, The remedial mea-
and some favourable international factors
For two years, the price level remained more
prices  started rising and
n they declined. The price situation
I. During the emergeney period
» prices went up like anything.  Despite
d by the Government from time to time,
rd trend during the sixtics.

started with the outbreak of the
hercafter.  After Independence
on of the country, irrcgular
uction of foodgrains, boom

Plans, increase in money-
» speculative hoarding of stocks to boost
tld prices led to a spiral of
and the District from 1947 onwards.

prevalent at Firozpur, from 1862 to

1932 are shown in the following table -

Retail Prices of Foodgraing at Firozpur on Ist J

1862 to 1866
1872 to 1876
1882 to 1886
1892 to 1896
1902 to 1906
1912 10 1916
1922
1924
1926
1930

anuary each year In seers and
chhataks, per rupee

Wheat  Gram __Maize  Jowar Bajra
__________________ S¢ s SC 'S¢ TTTs¢T
Average 319 -—4;;—-~2(‘)-‘1T‘—~4.—2—8_-—-16—;-
Do 230 31-8 310 31-12 290
Do 222 3311 343 343 270
Do 1610 25-13 246 23-13 19-3
Do 156 233 2410 23+0 19-13
Do 1010 1314 15-12 12-8 118
KRS W) 412 60 512 54
1012 148 15-8 134 12°12
5-12 80 712 6-12 612
82 74 10-8 8-10
I~ L S . S ¥
(Rirozpur Dlstrict Gazetteer, ptﬁﬁi}?&ﬁsﬁéﬁ?ablc??&l?

T
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The retail prices of a foodgrains in the Firozpur District during 1978
to 1980 are shown in the following table :

Retail Prices of Faodgrains In the Firazpur District per kg. during 1978 to 1980

Y ‘ Wheat Gram Moong  Mash Massar
ear

(R9) (R3) (Rs) (Rs) (Rs)
1978 136 .. 407 3-89 4-15
1979 : 1-44 249 4-62 431 422
1980 143 326 488 3-89 459

(Statistical Abstraces of Punjab, 1978 to 1980)

The prices of foodgrains in the Firozpur District during 1975-76 to
1979-80 are also shown in the following table :

Prices of Foodgrains in the Firozpur District per quintal during 1975-76 to 1979-86

VR OWOW W B
1975-76 .. 110 116 96 97 90
1976-77 .. 112 155 90 110 98
1977-78 .. 118 180 114 117 111
1978-79 .. 121 190 129 115 98
1979-80 . 123 210 130 134 120

(Source : District Statistical Officer, Firozpur)

Wages

Wages usually signify all remunerations capable of being expressed in
terms of money, paid to a person as payment for the ]?bour (¥o'ne. These
have an intimate connection with the general e??nomxc conditions of the
people, the level of prices of essential com-modltles, .and the standard of
living, In the early days, wages, especially in Fhe agricultural sector, wer.e
determined by custom and tradition. The agrnc.ultural .labourers and a1:t1-
sans were generally paid either in cash or in kind or in both. But, with
the passage of time, the payment of wages in cash has become more and
more prevalent, especially in the case of labourers.
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A study of the general level of wages throws much light on the ccono-
mic condition of the people.  The wage level over a period has undergone
similar fluctuations as the price level. There has been a sharp rise in wages
since the World War II.  The wage rates of labour, from 1905-06 to 1927,
are given in Appendix ! on page 248.  The rates of pay fixed for class [V
Government Servants working in the District during 1979-80

are given in
Appendix I on page 249,

Standard of Living.-The standard of living can be explained as the way
of living of the masses in a particular area, taking into consideration the
income and consumption patterns. Besides income and expenditure of a
family, the standard of living depends on two factors, viz. the size and
composition of the family and the tastes and preferences of its members.
The income of an ordinary family and the amenitjes of life within the reach
of'its members depend on the productive resources ay
and employment offered by these resources,
claimate and environment, also affect the stan
A knowledge of the prevalent standard of |
society is, therefore, useful in understandin
social well-being of the people and plan
prosperity.

The Economic and Statistical Organization, Punj
regarding the family budgets of thrity-five cultivators in the State during
1978-791.  The aim of the Survey was to find out the retruns g
the farmers for their work on the holdings,
Ladhuwala Hithar (Tahsil Fazilka),
in the Firozpur District were includ
survey pertaining to the income and

ailable in the region
The external factors, such as
dard of living of the people.
iving of the various strata of
g the general economic and
ning for their progress and

ab, conducted a survey

ceruing to
Two families of villages, viz.,
and Sherpur Takhtuwala (Tahsil Zira)
¢d in the survey. The findings of the

expenditure are given in the following
table :
Name of the family/village Net income i Net expendi- Surplus;
from all ture deficit
sources
______ (Rs) (Ry) (Rs)
Ladhuwala Hithar 32,633 26 ;,;);7—5—--—&-2;]—2‘9—;.“
_ Sherpur Takhtuwala L .. 47,106 88 13,175 28 +33,931 .60

The above figures show that thes
a surplus budget.

n housing,lS p
religious and social

1Family Budget of Thirty-Five Cultivt;;é;iv 7 in
(Publication No. 335, jsquad by the Econymic
Chandigarh, in 1980)

¢r cent on fuyel, lighting,
functions, amusements,

in the Punjup Jor the yedr I.978-79‘
Advisor ty Goverament,

medicine, travelling, education,

Punjab,
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etc. The finding of the survey also revealed that, on an average, a peasant

prc;prietor incurred 49 per cent of his total domestic expenditure on the
iti ide.

dities purchased from outsi . ‘ .

comr;l(:e goodspconsumed by the families in the two villages were as under :

; 1 Supplied Percentage Purchases Percentage
Name of the family/ gg?ndi- e e fron)d
village ture on farm outside
food
(Rs) (Rs) {Rs)
. 1,500 0 27
i .. 5,511:30 4,0106-00 73 s
;:dhuwala Hihar 7,383:03 5,784°13 78 1,598 -90 22
erpur

(b) Employment Situation

The total magnitude of employment in a countryb aia v;l;:;le :e;?
consequence of the development poll'CIC? fouow'edbecgn:iz; more and
ployment situation in the Firozpur District, toho, . th in e%n loyment
and more favourable as years roll by, though t : gIowds in employment
is not keeping pace with the labour turnove'r. The tren Season:l o
are influenced by changes in the economic Strucn::t’ Inde endence,
mobility of labour and the rate of development. : ::e tertiap; scctor,
the rate of employment growth has been maximum : mt. and );ervices,
trade, and commerce, transport, storage, communications ’

The inhabitants of the District are primarily c?ngaged in.agricu]ture

i rovides employment for about six months in the. year.
which, hol\v:’[eVZL: p1980 there were 57,976 labourers employed in the
grilstri:::: as ii)mpared ,with 53,558 in the. previous year. 1’(1)';1; .em;I)]907yg-
ment increased by 8.2 per cent and th.e index rose from 103, - in °

d of 1980. In the public sector, emplement increase

o ML Satthe sy in 1979-80, but it decreased in the private sector. An
.by 8.3 perfceltlt rc: of the Di;trict is that the employment of women also
fmportant ca;4115 er cent during 1979-80. In 1979-80, the employment
nreased by .titI:l,lted about 11.5 per cent of the total employment.
o Jomen C(:‘ns loyment in the District is constant owing to its pro-
T.h e' growth o f,m:;er as very few entrepreneurs take the initiative to
sy o e ozey ’The only redeeming feature is the growing inci-
:;2‘:;5: :)nfo::If{-r::mplc;yment in agriculture which 1.12.15 become a profitab'le
business these days. The number of persons v.vamng for employmzt‘z:;n:5 711;
the District at the close of 1974 was 14,700, which numbe'r rose t;) 6 1
in 1980. Moreover, there is a surplus of teache.rs of drawing an " tsoc1:1
studies, conductors, labourers, c{zowkidars, drivers, sweepers, i iterate
persons without technical training, etc. On the other hand, there is an
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acute sho i .
mathemat;é:lfetm good pharmacists, compounders, teachers (science and
A of: the c.l The labour force of the District is not mobile enough

: ¢ lack of education in the rural areas, thus resulting in

Increasing un-employment,

Emplo y -
Firozpuf Wya';'ee';:a;‘;;‘;hznge.~The District ~ Employment  Exchange,
Dloyment aesnos ‘fe on 1 October 1959, primarily to provide em-
ment and r h bili or the people and also to help them in the resettle-

chabilitation of the ex-servicemen relcased from the Arny.
ment  assistance, to  im )qtf rcgm-er apph?unts and to provide employ-
eirls) and adul ’ part vocational guidance to the youth (boys and
g adults to enable them to choose a better carcer, and to collect

Its main functions are :

information with respect to the employ
ment trends,

The num F iti
ber of persons waiting for employment on the live re-

gister f’f the District Employment Exchange
9,487 in 1974 to 15,095 in 1980. The nu’m

in 1980. i
o 8;)nd Tllxez number of.vacancws filled during 1974 and 1980 were
,97: »203, respectively. The employment increased to some

extent in cotton-ginnin
' gand cotton-weavin i i
al effect and increase in power supply ¥ fetores e fo the seasor

As a result of the incre,
ployment Exchange was aj
9f the area. The number

ase 1n the volume of work,
s

S0 opencd at Apop a Town Em-

ar to serve the people
for employment on the

The work done b
y the District
illnld the Town Employment Exchange e
and IV on pages 253 and 25

ployment Exchange, Firozpur

» Abohar ; ;
4 Tespectively, " shown in Appendices

ation Scheme was
Year Plan, Tpis sc¢
tire revenye District

the District u
n . i
der the Second Fiye. introduced into
heme estimates

of Firozpur so

ment market to assess the !
e sope ‘ ) ssess the employ-
mpact of Government plans on the employment situa-

anning Commission

Firozpur, increased from

o ber of vacanci ified
he Employment Exchange decreased from 3,923 in 17;07‘;5(:)‘0;'2'26
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as to make data available to the Government and the Planning Commis-
sion for the contraction and expansion of employment in various in-
dustries and occupations. The information, thus collected, is also
utilized to assist the Government in determining the location of certain
training institutions and the trades to be taught therein. It enables

the Government to assess the impact of developmental plans on employ-

ment. It is also intended to provide comprehensive information 1o the

persons sceking work and the employers seeking workers.
Under this Scheme, the data are collected from all the establishments

in the public sector and from those establishments in the private sector,
which are engaged in non-agricultural activities employing 10 or more
workers. In the case of construction activity, the coverage is restricted
to only those engaged in contract of work on public account. The
information is, however, limited to only whole-time employees. Part-
time employees or independent workers are not covered.

This Scheme is also intended to provide the employers, the persons
employment and the State and Central Governments with com-

information. The Employment Exchange
came into forer

seeking
prehensive employment
(Compulsory Notification of Vacancies) Act, 1959,
from 1 May 1960, for the benefit of the public and private agencies.
ublic sector has increased faster
and, therefore, the relative
ent showed an

The employment generated by the p
than that generated by the private sector,
share of the public sector in generating total employm
increase. The Scheme also aims at improving employment conditions
and co-ordination among the existing agencies.

Introduced into the State in 1957-58, the Scheme is operated under
the guidance of the Director of Employment, Punjab, Chandigarh. Initial-
ly, it covered only the public sector, but, from 1960-61, it was also ex-
tended to the private sector. The following statement clearly shows the
changes in the volume of employment, both in private and public sectors
in the Firozpur District, as in December 1978 and December, 1979 :

Number of’ Number of
establishments employecs
Industrial Division
December December December December
1978 1979 1978 1979
Manufacturing 45 57 4,221 49
Trade and commerce 8 8 117 101
Transport, storage and communications 13 13 24,094 25,696
Services . 391 240 23,845 25,297
457 518 52,27L_§1.143 .

Total N L. - LA S
{Source : District Employment Officer, Rirozpur)
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The above statement shows that
ing and trade and commerce,
storage and Communications,

» With the exception of manufactur-
the employment increased in transport,
and services divisions.

Vocational Guidance Scheme.—The Scheme
tional guidance and em

accordance with thejr interests, aptitudes and abilitics. 1t s conducted
in close collaboration with the guidance services in schools under educa-
tional authorities. The programme is Jointly operated by the Directorate
the Directorate-General of Employment
our and Employment in the State. The

ion with the State Governments through
P of the Employment  Service.

The officer
1S responsible for the efficient workin
Scheme in the District. The functio
are to give the youth (boys and girls
vocation-guidance and employment co

to assist in the Placement of the yout
centres or in entry-jobs
youth and adults, to revj

s of a Vocational Guidance Unit
) and adults (men and women)
unselling in groups and individually,
hin institutions or ip plant-training
d to review the progress of guided
ds of applicants on the live register

follow-up ap
ew the recor.

s scholarships and
the maintenance of regular informatijo

visitors seeking inf_ormation, the main
On occupation literature ; and to educate

sources of financial assistance,
n for use by the applicants and
tenance of up-to-date library
the public by undertaking pub-
ational guidance with a view to
The guidance procedure at
onal guidance unit consists
I talks, group discussions and

consciousnesg,
an  employment exchange, with a vocati

in group guidance comprisin
invitational talk-

ment Exchange, Firozpur,

°f 1 October 1962, The Employment
Counsellor, on invitation, vi

Sits schoolg and colleges to give talks on
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| i ional au-
different careers. He renders all possible help to the educatlo?a eet
thorities in organizing carreer conferences, exhibitions, parents’ m
ings and other guidance programmes.

The following table shows the work done by the Vocation Guidance
Unit, Firozpur, during 1975 to 1979 :

Number of individuals provided

Yeat - o
- Individual- Individua
Suri(zltz;lrjlce guidance information
talks cases
s 231 219 1,170
oy 212 279 1,297
o .. 207 146 550
o 94 231 605
o .. 562 363 575
1979

(Source : District Employment Officer, Firozpur)

(c) Planning and Community Development

i ia i of villages and its population is prsdo-
i Pl’;"“':i;?; liilli'tscr::t::.m(lin spite of this fact, the villages remained
neglectod 1 through the past in the context of development prf)gramme
e s r(;)lglrin the British rule, considerable enthusiasm V.vas
of the country-d many gimprovements were introduced into th.e Punja.b
ef)gendered .a ; 1928. The main emphasis was on man.ure pits, venti-
Vluages_ durmgd a ri.cultural implements and the education ~of women.
ll;mt)rs’ tmxlrr:ligl;li)rogfess could be made in this respect because of the lack
no
ot"] co-operation from the people.

ic life of the country,
iti f 1947 shattered the economic nt
’The Il)art:;al:tn gf the Punjab. Therefore, apart from the rehsbxhta-
IfamCl;}?:;: refugees, the Government of India decided to revive the
:;)I:l:my of the country through the programmes of planned develop-
ment.

Planning is an important means for achitj—ving’ tl}e_ e°°n§m‘° al;d

ial advancement of the people by formulating (efinite schemes y

soclia 2 targets of progress in various sectors of the economy and by

:itl:;:gin:pthem within a stipulated period.  After Indepenl:len;:’en“u;g::

prehensive programme of planned economic develo.pment.f asf (e poople
taken in the country for the social and economic uplift o
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through successive Five-Year
the maximum utilization of (f
sources.  Various wellare

Initiated with 4 view to r
opening new avenues
fuller life to socicty.
asin the rest of the St
with respect (o the

Plans by systematic planning to ensure
¢ country’s manpower and mafterial re-
and developmenty] activities have, thus, been
aising the standard of living of the people by
of gainfy] cmployment and ensuring a richer and

The pattern of planning in the District is the same
ate, and, indeed, in the country, as a whole, at least
broad principles and approach,

The First Five-Year plan (1951 -56) wag more or less in the nature
ofpreparing the groundwork for various development activitics. The
Second (l956~61) and the Third (1961--66) Plans were quite ambi-
tious. The Second Plan, by means of the system
aimed at laying the foundation of cconomic
It also attempted to accelerate the rate of
for achieving long-term objectives  of
aimed at increasing the tempo of develo
self-sustained” cconomy. There follow
1966-67, 1967-63 and 1968-69. The
ed from 1969-70. However,
on the improvement and

of “mixed cconomy”,
progress on a wider front.
growth and initiate a strategy
development. The Third Plan
pPment to march towards * a
ed three  Annual Plans during

Fourth Five-Year Plan was launch-
in the Fifth Five-Year pj

an, stress was laid
development of

all sectors of the cconomy.

The economic development
reflect the determined eflorts of
improve economic condition S of living. The
imp]ementation of the PJ; as res i

and also Structural chg

Community Development.~Thc directive principles of the Constitu-
tion are sought to be implemented through an integrated development

programme, embodied i the Five-Year Plans, which aim at raising the
standard of living and ensuring better iti

conditions of living for all sections
of society. Under these Plans, All-India, State-level gng District-level
Plans are formulated along with thejr Specific targets and methods of

achievement, These schemes
through the District adminjst
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i nd €0-0 CrarlO 1 ) gy . ;

nme was initiated in the coun-
e Communiti]915)2ewlftp;:: tinI;:J(;gur:laI:erg in the District by starting
e (_’“ oot nt biock at Zira on 1 April 1956. These type.s of
o deVC]OP‘?(e known as the N.E.S. (National Extens1f>n Service),
e clopment blocks ity Development), and the post-Intensive Blocks
o oD '(C()mn}fuhm ymarkcd the three different phases of development
N ConceIVCd.~ (il)'/he N. E. S. was a preparatory period when The
e Toral aras ared to reccive a heavy deve]opment.dose Qurlng
e befpri)pmmunity development which was a'perlod oflpter;-
{henext stage o dcon the assumption that the area will bt? sufficiently
e e baslcl eople will be educated and made conscious enoqgh
oeonee anl()iyt t;efinselves the tempo of work already released during
to keep up

the C.D. stage.

i ission appointed the Balwantraj
e 1256-57t,othei:r]r?ir;1r:nﬁlecx(;$i]ing of tli')le community develop-
Mehia Commiee and related matters and to recommend measures for
et I’)rogramme ality, tone and content of the progra.mme. In pur-
mproving t'he o mn,qendations, the existing distinction afnong the
uance of l‘ec'otensive development and the post-intepsnv.e stages
N-ES. .«:,tage, the m[ April 1958 and all blocks were classiflec.i into 'two
e ab(')hSth ff(;m the stage-I1 blocks and the stage-1I blocks., with revised
catego'nes’ attorns and period of operations. Accordingly, all the
nancial aerns ¢ regularized as the stage-I blocks, and all the post-
N.E-S: bIOCkSk wez:s the stage-II blocks. The existing C.D. blocks were
intenSlt‘lf;u: 1(t)ijl :heir term expired, when they entered the stage-II.
to con

- eriod of operation, with a ceiling
A §tage-1 bigcll;kh}?sso? rige?sr (411) lakhs provided as lc_>an and 8 lakt’ls
expendiiure O'f “Intensive Development” phase in which the people’s
> grant).' ! p . romoted as the method of community (?evelopment
participation ¢ IZeointimately connected with the formulation of plans
and par'whayats z'ire areas. After completing stage-I, the block e'nters
for their reSpethliV a provision of 5 lakhs of rupees (1.05 lal.(hs fur.mshed
the stage-Tl, Wi d tie remaining as grant) for 5 years, during Whlcl.l the
by way otloan o2 ity development is intensified in its fuller amplitude
process of COmmEaHSiZ on community development rather than on deve-
by 2 grte ate:o;rr:rl:)mes as such. Thereafter, the block enters the post
lopment p

stage-II (also called stage-111).
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The Community Development Programme covers  the cntire Dis-
trict of Firozpur, comprising 9 blocks, viz. Firozpur, Ghal Khurd,
Guru Har Sahgj (in the Firozpur Subdivision) : Fazilka, Abohar, Jalal-
abad, Khuyan Sarwar (in the Fazilka Subdivision) ; and Zira and
Dharamkot (in the Ziry Subdivision). As on 31 March 1979, 1,084
inhabited villages in the District were covered under the programme.

Out of the totg] Population of the District, numbering 10,44,936, the
programme served a population of §,13,386.

The organisation of the Communit
largely responsible for bringing about
of life in the rural areas,

¥ Development Scheme has been
a change of outlook in all spheres
The farmers are now greatly enlightened about

ultivation and improved agricultural practices.
The Community development has infused the spirit of self-help and self-

reliance among the rural folk and has widened their outlook

blocks were scheduled for allround development. The work is to be
executed in 2 phases.

The main objectives of the programmed are
tural production by 50 per cent to provide all the
gainful employment, to set the cottage,
industries to Tevive the traditional rurap ;

* to increase agricul-
villages with full and
Small-scale and agro-based
ndustries ang trades and to
S. To begin with, facilities
branch of a Co-operative bank ; a
depot for the supply of i
for cattle, poultry and piggery,
hiring and facilities for repairs,
sumers’ needs, such ag soap, cloth

diesel or petrol pump, a post offjce and a pubjj i
school (including balwadi) .

and a Veterinary hospital,

In the second phase, the centres grew further
vided at the focal points are : agro-basedq industr
of agricultural produce) ; cold-storage facilitieg ; the extension of a shop-
ing complex ; residential quarters for Government employees ; water-
supply;  improvement in environmenta] Sanitation ; g communpity

and the facilities pro-
ies (for the processing
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isi ildren’s
library, with a radio-set and a television-set, a ch
centre-cum-li ’

. the
tadi or an open-air theatre-cinema  ghar, and
park, a stadium

i ints.
beautification-of-villages entry po

i District has been cover-
istri State, the Firozpur
i her districts of the . . b 1979, there
d L(liléfr: ?}te Scheme since its inception. On 31 Marc
ed un

i i istrict.
were nine focal points in the Distr



APPENDIX 1

248

(Vide page 233)

Wages of Labour in the Firozpur District, 1905-06 tc 1927

Camels per dav

Wages of Labour per day

Boats per day

Dankays per score

Carts par day

per day

Unskilled

Skilled

Year

Lowest

Highest

Lowaest

Highast

25t

Low

225t

Hi

Lo wvast

Highzst

Lawast

st Lowest Highest

a

High

RsA P R AP RsA P RSA P RsA PRsA P Rs A P

RsA PRsAP RsA P RsA P RsAP

1905-06 ..

¢ 4

0

6
0 6106 ¢
316 6 2 9 ¢

314 ¢
a

4.0 0
o
a

o
o
0

10 6012 ¢

FIROZPUR

L S R S S|

412
1

(28]
—
ey <t

~1 [}

b - f: :\_{
Mmoo
fe=] (&) > -
<t O g oo

0 40 0
1 40 1
66 160 1
4 6 1 50 1

3
3

4 01 ¢ ¢ 7 06a¢ 012

3 0612 ¢ 7 05 6

50614 ¢ 010 ¢ 0 6 @
.113 01 2 0 611 6 06 7 6

1
.1
1

1910-11
1912
1917
1322

g

9

313 ¢

7 6

(]

11 6

1927

(Firozpur Di.trict Gazetieer, Part B, 1935 Srasisiical Tables, P. cxviii)
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(Vide page 238)

Rates of pay fixed for Class IV Government servants working in the Firozpur District

during 1980-81

Name of post
No.

o

wWholetime employees

1 Granthl

2 Dgk smunshi dak runner and cycle dak-runner

3 Tailor
4 Dhobl Saais barber
5 wWashing charges (per 100 clothes)
6 Waterman (water-ﬁa.rrier)
7 Sweceper
§ Man with one bullock
9 Man with one camel
10 Man with two bullocks

11 Allowance of additional bullock or camel

12 Cook

13 Head cook

14 Chowkidar

15 Assistant cook
1'6 Head mochl

17 Assistant moch!
18 Labourer

19 Mali workman/frash/cleaner

20 Khalas!

21 Chainman/flagmanlpankh
Part-time employees

a coolie

1 cheper}bhishtl'in judicial lock-up
2 Sweeper in tahsil offices

3 Sweeper offic
district

Rate fixed Rate fixed

es/sub-offices of all departments in the

Er?énth per day
Rs Rs
25000 $.00
250-00 900
250 -00 9.00
25000 9.00
5000 —_
270 00 9.00
25000 9.00
300-00 1200
35000 1360
350-00 13-00
14000 650
240 -00 800
25000 1200
25000 900
230 -00 $-00
250-00 9.00
24000 300
250-00 9.00
25000 900
25000 1600
25000 10 -00
1000 —_
150 -60 8-00
10000 500

e

———— —



6
7

10
1
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19
20
21

TTY—— -

FIROZPUR

Name of poy

Sweeper for post oflice and the Nehru Park

Bhishil of water-¢

arrier ¢ . v .
locknn rrier and chowkidar exeent tor  the

Supply contractor
Mali

Hiring charges of cart with a bullock

Chairman, flagman

and a man

Mechanic
Pankhpq coolie (minor)
Oilman cleaper

Labourer—
(i) Mate

(i) Female
(iii) Boy

Skilled labourer/labourer
(i) Male

(if) female on the border areq

Mason or Carpenter—
(i) Class 1

(ii) Class 11

(iii) Class 11

Painter—
(i) Class [

(ii) Class 11

(iii) Class 111
Tinsmith, skijled
Hammermap, skilled

Can e-Weaver—
(i) Class ]

(ii) Class ;1

- ——___——._—.__.—._.__-_

U to six rooms
5 s e
Sweeper where the volume of work is more than ¢

Rate fixed Rate fixed

per
month
(Rs)

100 -00
5500
80 00

420 00

155-00
180 -00

—

per day

5-00
250
750
16 -00
9-00
1600
600
700

12-00
12-00
8-00
15-00
15-00
§-00

28 00
2500
2200

2500
2200
20-00
2000
2000

1500
12-00

- g
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22 Road-roller driver
23 Truck-driver
24 Mate beldar khalasi skilled
25 Khalasl ordinary
26 Hiring charges of 2 ceiling fan of'4
27 Hiring chatges of ceiling fan of 36"
28 Hiring charges of table fan
29 White washer
30 Man with a donkey
31 Man with two donkeys
32 Man with three donkeys
33 Man with four donkeys
34 Blacksmith Class1
35 Blacksmith Class 1
36 Mate
37 Mate supervisor
38 Hammer man
39 Conductor
40 Tyrornan)bmterlu
41 Ticket verifier
42 Mouldet/mistry/waterman
43 Ploughman with buflack and plough
44 Sheet-metal traines labourer
45 Sprayman
46 Halwai
47 Tailor
48 Pipe-fitter
49 Signalman

251

Rate fixed Rate fixed
per per day
month

(Rs) (Rs)

8" & 56"

pholderIAtlendance fitter

—_ 15 -00
— 1300

— 12:C0
— 1260
22-00 -
2000 -
20-00 -
— 15-00
— 1500
— 20-00
_ 2500
— 3000
— 2000
—_ 16 -00

— 12-00

— 1400

— 10-00

— 900
- 10-00
— 10-00

— 10-00

- 2000

— 1700

— 12-60

— 30-00

— 1500

—_ 1600

— 10:00

A
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Name of post

50

51
52
53

54

55
56

57

58
59
60
61

62
63

64
65
66
67
68

Welder —
Class 1
Class 11

Car-driver

Tempo-driver

Shop assistant, Grade I, Rs 200 per month,
¥ commuss,.on

Shop Assistant, Grade 1T, Rs 175 per mont
1/2 per cent commission

Mahigir without jaal (net)
Mahigir with jaal (net)

For Military/N.C.C./P.H.G. ca

—— —————

Head cook
Cook
Water-carrier
Labourer
Sweeper
Mochi
Barber
Halwai
Mason
Tailor

Dhobi (washing charges per 100 clothes)

Surveyer

(Source :

Rate fixed Rate fixed
per per day
month

Rs Rs

1500
12-00
1500

- 15-00
fixed plus
.. 8 -00

plus 2%, )
Commission

h, fixed pjus

— 8.00
— 12-00
— 15-00
mps only
Daily Daily
Vi
meal meal
15-00 1200
10-00 8-00
10 -00 8:00
1000 8§00
10-00 8-00
10 -00 8-:00
12-00 8-00
2000 1600
2000 16 -00
16 -00 12-00
35-00 3000
10-00 800

Deputy Commissioner, Firozepur)
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APPENDIX IiI

((Pide page 240)
Work done by the District Employment Exchange, Firozpur . during 1974 to 1980

fo i Vacancies Vacancies Vacancies Appli-
Year Registra- Placings n‘(l)fif ied filled up outstand- cants on
tration ing live
register
at the
close of
the year
S 2 3 4 5 6 7
1
—;74 12,684 2,861 3,923 2,973 753 9,487
1 .. K
5 10,262 1,323 2,142 1,461 765 12,480
197 . =
6 8,397 1,759 2,465 1,969 404 11,946
197 .. s
9,246 1,341 3,087 1,618 573 12,114
1977 .. s
13,102 1,257 2,160 1,454 632 15,616
1978 . ’
9 11,074 1,272 2.542 1,405 970 15,993
197 .. i
9,519 972 2,246 1,203 622 15, 95
1980 .. ’

(Source : District Employment Officer, Firozpur)
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APPENDIX IV
(Vide Page 240)

Work done b
y the Town FEmployment Exchange, Abohar, during 1974 to 1980

Year Registr: i
(;%‘lbs;rd- Placings Vaca.n‘cics Vacancies Vacancies Appli-
notified  filled up outstand- canxt)s orn
ing live
register
at the
close of
o he year
l e IS
o 2 3 4 5 6 7
1974 e T
s 5,325 112 123 47 394 5.213
o 3,694 363 492 191 298 4,263
o j,644 422 1,150 450 659 4,876
o 4.873 643 1,227 1,014 199 5,820
R |
o : 3(9)(5) 374 517 370 261 5,520
- 5.95 490 654 336 96 6,232
o “ 1956 453 551 431 143 8,582
(So : i ot ovment Off )
4rce : District Employment Officer, Firozpur)

CHAPTER X
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(a) Historical Background and Divisions of the District

The district administration in India is more or less a continuation of
t he British system of administration, which in itself can rightly te traced
to the system of administration adopted by Chandra Gupta Maurya and
Akbar. The Mauryan Emperor divided the provinces of his empire into
various districts. Sher Shah Suri also divided his empire into districts,
called sdrkars, and each sarkar Into a number of paraganas unlike Akbar
who divided his empite into provinces (subas) and each province into a
number of districts (sarkars) which were subdivided into parganas.
Thus the district or sarkar has all through remained an important unit of
administration. This traditoinal system of administration was not materi-
ally changed by the British. The lowest public servant in this field was the
patwari or the village accountant and the highest revenue off icer in the
district was the deputy commissioner or collector. The same arrange-

ment continues up to Now. ) _ )
However, it is only after Independence in 1947, that new ideas of public

welfare have come to inspire the administration for all-round welfare of
the people. The developmental activities have been extended to the village
hitherto left undisturbed. New circles, called blocks, have been carved
out for development purposes. The Community Development Programme?!
for intensive rural development was introduced into the District on 2
October 1952. This development work has greatly added to the workload
ot the district officers. It has also immensely changed the pattern of ad-
ministration in the new democratic set-up, pledged to achieve the
deal of a modern welfare State. In the above background, the ad-
ministrative set-up of the Firozpur District is detailed in the following

accounts !
Administrative Divisions.—Administratively, the District is divided

into 3 tahsils, viz. Firozpur (including the sub-tahsil Guru Har Sahai),
Zira, (includng the sub-tahsils Dharmkot and Jalalabad) and Fazilka

(includng the sub-tahsil Abohar), all of which bave been made subdi-

visions.
The strength of subdivisional officers, tahsildars and naib-tahsil-

dars in the District __is as under :

Subdivision/Tahsil Number of Posts
Subdivisional Tahsildar Naib-
) Officer (civil) tahsildar
Firozpur . 1 1 3
Zira .. 1 1 3
Fazilka . 1 1 3
___District Firozpur .. 3 3 9

Phis programme has since been chahged to the Rural Development Programme
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(b) District Authorities

vcstgieli’:tiyhftl);mﬁsmgcr. Thc general administration of the District is
district admini p’ Y OMMISSIONCT, who continucs to be the hub of the
a m.mlslratxon. The first two officers who have held charge

of the District since it became a British possession, viz, MUP. Edge :mh
ginlzzcn}zr 1838 to 16 January 1839) and (‘uplui’n }i.M .I 1wrc£:x (17
Norlh-{NCSt grlr(())jﬁcl:"‘irh"h 1‘841), were called Assistant Political Agent,
Governor.Ge N 1s title V\('lS ch'fmgcd to the Assistant Agent to the
Februar ]8L4n60rtal, Nmth-Wcst Frontier, whercas Mr S.C. Starkey (24
Supcrim};ndcnt zszso t‘?pnl ,1846) was‘ an Assistant Commissioner and
April 1846 to l’Novc;lnbUJ States and his cuccessor, viz, J.T. Danicll (21
intendent, cis-Satlu; Sla(ce: 18:?), was Dttpuly Commissioner and super-
commissioner has been | e that “_mc onwards, the title of deputy
Commissioner, Firoze lunr o For administrative purposcs, the Deputy
Firozpur Divi;ion F-‘p » 18 Ulldc‘r the control of the Commissioner,
» Firozpur. . Before 15 August 1973, it was under the

Commissioner, J ‘
, Jullundur Divisi
on
) , Jullundur,

Even witl :
vernment aftlerlltn}zie\c}]ange in the complexion of the functions of the Go-
ependence, the District continues to be the nodal point

Of area'administ a iOl’l (4] i t‘ u 1 (I(: ”1 cCOMmMmiss ncr has
) o thC issi

social and economic change which has sinc
Commissioner continues o be the key offic

a pivotal position i i
P position in the machinery of government in the States. He has

to play triple role as De m Distric
y puty Commissi : istri
By P y 1ss1oner, as Collector, and as District

ability to the constitutional,
¢ taken place. The Dcputy
crin the District and occupies

(i) As Deputy Commissi
. stoner,! he s th . N
in the spher ivi L L’ ¢ executive head of the District
bodios PCO e(()if.‘ClVfladmmlstrallOn,dcvcl()pmem’ panchayats, urban local
» Co-ordination of all governmental activitics. et 55
’ C.

It is through the district offi
office that (he D
es i ; . eputy Commissioner dischar-
iﬂig;)sst o‘f hléfunctlons. Atthe district headquarters, he hassl(::'or CIffcclive
Viz, o . ) 5
Oﬁicer, }Z{e alzneiai( Assistant, and District Development and Panchayat
Ofﬁcer; DiStrictoFoi, des t(l;es help' of other officers, e.g. District Treasury
the nerve-centre of than hu]pp]les Controller, Elcction Officer, ctc.  But
; ) ¢ whole administray; o
. . on at t . .
district office, wherefrom most of the orders and di};ccc(ti;;mc; 1 o :S e
ns flow out.

The district office is under the
office superintendent.
of the office, some tem

He guides thgeneral.conlro] and supervision of the
rorary and ¢ functioning of the different branches
others on permancnt basis, depending

— tent of the w. X
18, K. Sharma, con ork. Each branch is headed by an

Deputy Commissionar § i, 1971
Ommissioner in Punjap (New Delhi, 1971), pp. 58—63

administrative and judicial functions within the limits of their own tahsils.
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Assistant who has to perform two kinds of functions—supervisory
and disposal of importantcases. An assistant has one or more clerks

under him.

The number of branches differ from district to district, depending
upon the rcquirements ir each case but the more important branches
which exist in almost all the district offices are: Licensing and Passport,
Bills, and Nazarat, Development Branch, Miscellaneous Branch, Com-
plaints and Enquiries Branch, Judicial Record Branch, Local Fund, Re-
gistration Branch, Copying Agency, Record and Issue Branch, Revenue
Record Branch, and Revenue Accounts Branch.

Despite the new responsibilities and functions, the apparatus
of district administration has remained basically the same in structure,
staffing patterns, control and communications, financial control, etc.
The impact of modernization has had very little effect on the administra-
tive sct-up. Transition from {he law and order and collection of
revenue to developmental side has, however, been remarkable,

(ii) As Collector,! the Deputy Commissioner is the fiscal agent of the
Government in the District. His main functions are : supervision of the
work of tahsildars and naib-tahsildars, supervision of consolidation work,
checking of maintenance of land records, appointment of lambardars,
inspections, inspections of girdawaris cases under the Indian Stamp
Act, cases under the Restitution of Mortgaged Lands Act, recoveries of
government dues, compensation to landlords, collection of land revenue,
income-tax arrears, etc. remissions and relief, revision of mutations,

redemption of lands under the Mortgage Act,'land'acqu.isition, power
to fix boundary between river and estates, registration in capacity as

Registrars, excise in charge of the treasury, survey and seltlement,
distribution of loans, assessment, etc.

All the branches dealing with revenue matters are under the direct
supervision of the Assistant Superintendent (Revenue and Records)
and he supervises the Sadr Kanungo’s Branch, District Revenue Accounts
Branch, Vernacular Record Room, Copying Agency, and Rehabilitation
Branch. Most of the work relating to land revenue administration is
carried on in Sadr Kanungo’s Branch. The District Revenue Accounts
Branch in under the charge of an office assistant known as District

Revenue Accountant (D.R.A.).

A district is further divided into several tahsils, to each of which a
tahsildar and one or more naib-tahsildars are appointed. They exercise

AIbid, pp. 84—120
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Some bigger tahsils haye & subtahsil which s under the charge of a naib-
tahsildar, AJj the tahsils have been converteg

I into subdivisions, cach of
which has been placec

D under the charge of Subdivisional Officer (Civil),
who is 3 member either of the 1AS or the PCS.

In the subdivision,
functions of the former ¢
Number of kanungo cirel
who is to Supervise g p
the charge of 4 Patwarj

the subdivisiona] officer performs the revenue
Cvenuc assistant. Fach tabsil is divided into a
€8, cach under the charge of a field kanungo,
umber of pagyqr circles, cach of which is under

(iii) In hjs Capacity as District M
sioner is jp overall charge of law
informed aboyg
on the actiyigjes of different grou
&roups and contro} strikes
discussions with the
mischief-mongcrs

agistrate,! (he Deputy Commis-
and order administration. He is kept
happenings and has to keep an eyc
ps of people, prevent clashes between
and demonstrations, He has frequent
Superint endent of Police on the mcthods to deal with
and unsocia] elements, All suits on behalf of the

Symbolizes the uni

the district officers. He isthe head of the cri

functions 45 4 shock-absorber between the police and the public. He

and also issues petroleum
district police force and the

ceuting officer of the district and Pub‘lic
appointed by the Government in consultation with him
and the District Judge. He advises the Government whether appeals are
to be filed against acquittals, and jssyes arms licences and no-objection
certificates for explosive licences, He recommends cases for passports,
issues Dationality certificates, gives licences for cinemas, and arranges

In his capacity as District
Punjab Poljce Act. He
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i i ¢ of the 1st Class and, in the
o DiStri'Ct M*}giSt}::t; ljs::istm::iglsbt;at Subdivision.al Magi‘strates,fatrlll(;
e Qf n d““e;’d class magistrates, The n?am functions o'Sion
other. fst, 2nfi and ie' inspection of police stat{ons and sul;(ae:xlll; o
ot MagIStfate ad de.:tection of crime ; distribution of wor ong
et ol prevention and of the prosecuting agency ; enforcemeil: o
o Souts heéntenance of law and order, a.nd the .secuorf ;tate
State een e e Iflal'nal Precedure Code, the 'PunJab Security o e
State under t.he CrlIr)mntention Act, etc.; declaration and corcre.spe Dy
e revention of d'e ; Superintendent of Police’s V.Vet:kly rxtx?nes etc.:
relating to mass me.lah’ar e, etc. ; issuing of commission .no 1cuai coni
revision, pflrdon, fi‘sc ntril,over jails ; appeals, transfefs ; afnncﬁons .
peuing thcen:t(;s ; ::paration of judicial and executive fun ;
fidential reports ;

miscellaneous duties, etc.

issioner,
. . Deputy  Commissi
; -mentioned duties as o lavs an
i his above-men missioner play
Besxd"';d District Magistrate, the Deputy C(;mramme 2 tepresem
(~ollector 2 in the community developmen.t prog d,uties which
important role in ent, and as regards other miscellaneous s
tative of Government,

1
are discussed hereunder.

iti i istrict work was nearly gutocratlc,
e he _B“USh éﬁ;?;o;heafriitng equals and equally lgtrlzv:;:;-
e c(s) designed to effect three purposes—lanb termec{
o o oer dIt ::v:eral administration wl?ich' can nov]vamrey med
o g °rdef_ an’ tgadministration’ as primarily it was regli nsfo.rm one
‘tradition;ﬂ tgla.stt ?hfe country faced after lndepenfletnce v;zs ::hi; e
sk inistration into o ( r
s ameSPh‘;revel‘:)f;);:;: dl’;'];;::re was the expansion 11111 I:h: ;1;1:1;::
adminiStTaU‘?n. f:o'r ef the Deputy Commissioner, and the ¢ :;1 lgi l; in the
o reSFKmSlbmtles]'(t) from the regulatory to the develf)‘pmen 1? i an el
N a_ﬂd ot co iext of work, was brought about “to ma elo none
of o ot hasassed. d hard pressed of all government emp ?de",e_
of the most . harassed al:wernmental responsibilities i1_1 }l}e sphere (;3 v
on exPaﬂS;OU zlff;lrl: his brought in its wake a re-definition of the Dep
lopment and w

issi responsibilities.
Commissioner’s role and resp

: i f being
. : oy the prestige o
issioner continues to enj > ) in dutv is
The Deputy Commis in the district. His main duty

. the Government in o istri e poli-

the representatlvj];f;nt informed of the activities in the d?tstrlc;;l:: sfate
r 0 1]

t.o keep the goved other information necessary for th? s?curtl i{ oo that he
He tfends; flnto know the people of the area very intimately, )

He is expecte

. i » ] 3), pp-
‘ 1]
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Being a local head of the dis-
missioncr is able 1o visit the local places and df‘Cidc
ate way, which saves the government from consider-
at a later Stage.  He is a man with many masters,

ponsible to all, expected to serve them all with equal
urtesy’1,

trict, the Deputy Com
things in 3 dispassion
able embarrassment
“Answerable and res
impartiality and co

His role as an agent of the government
the following duieg ; role in planning, liajs
ceremonial, policy making role, cxecution of
Deputy Commissioncr Vis-a-vis clected repre:
Planning, national savings, public re]
tacts, role jp agriculture

at the district level comprises
on officer and co-ordinator,
teneral policics of government,
scntatives of the people, family

ations and grievances, social con-
» etc,

,» as Additional
questions raised  in the Lok Sabha,

he State Vidhap Sabha, food and supplies, census,
mergency, Defence of India

Rajya Sabha and ¢
elections, role in ¢

an assistant or cxtra
assistant commissioner was posted to every district under )¢ supervision
of the Deputy Commissioner ¢ act as Revenye Assistant. He de-
voted the .

» authority ang effectiveness, as
the executive head of the district, Thi

been done for the quicker dispoal of
faced by the public,
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implementation of the develop-
rental schemme }for tl?;cs:::ezzfrl;]cspogd directly .with the ngzn;x;-
ot SChem‘f& . 0‘18 olicy matters, he routes his correspn pid
et the Dot pmissioner. He also performs exec.utive tes
iy 'D'e'pmy szn:espect to development, lecal bodies,d n:::nds
o tion, the renewal of arms lic.eliccs, etc. an ae“ate)
com‘“ittees’dn:f:: re;i:)::nive,and judicial work (original and app

revenuc duties,

;:d maintains law and order.

i ild joys a good presti-ge
el e i not evpaed t e any ﬁ Ztﬁ?fsf ot s e
in his tahsil. i i , more than that o
'wotrll:e i;isi:nrilc)zr:iael;tc;n?slSofiﬁ:i;eg:}l;acity fofrO ;:;T::ee tOw:])irrl;.Ct :\111(()1 cc(l:l:]gt:)el
l(;]f exciue:hc: i;a:);}z: ;zs;)ecl::;j;g: ;(;zflciest topzci)]ljlte?utth;r:)e;eprglye t;:)u;i];:;
rly o .
fur;lll); Whe:/ ti]';eiluie(:)}f)'lzrzi)z ?)?IZatIZ;aiz of ther segiin,w i‘:glill:h hir:n(c)lfvrl:
a : ,
el om0 ot il b
sphere,

ial di tween the duties of tahsi]da'rs and
e {10 SUbStan:atl ?lffrfllil:ef:remer have beexi inv;:ste:ii \Izi;l:e 1:1;:
the naib-tahsﬂfl ars excllsctor class I, under the Punjab al.ib-mhsﬂ(klrs
e et Icio artition cases only, whereas the 'li‘lTal -Aahsildars
Act i et tcl)lt ti)rp of class II for all purposes. They dllI elr]d riminal
e asISiStatrllitect(;.hescildars are normally magistrates class 1l a
powers also,

tahsildars magistrate class IIIL.

. ib-
i the tahsildars and nai
i enue collection, : |
i in task being rev is intensively. They play
_The" malto tour their tahsils and sub-tahSIStmtlzzs th); construction
tahsildars have le in the execution of development plans, tion and rclama-
: 1 . . va
o lmport:nt’ r(s) Zmbankments, attending t(()i soil cc?(l)lls]f;rand the tackling of
of roads, drains, the filling of depressi «
i t of strocts, i They also help the bloc
tion, the pavement of construction. y '
’ th rural re i i o-operation
matters conneCt;—d av;lchayat officers in securing the maximum co-op
lopment and p t work.
d; :lie LI:eople in rural areas for developmen
)

. kanungo
. . assisted by a sadr S
i d naib-tahsildars are t the district
The tahsﬂ(;af]s( i:mgo who are in charge of the r]fc'(l):l:a?lquarters 1
and a naib  sadr kanungo, os, one each at tahsi »
ffice kanungos, . ilka, one special
beadquarters, an2d 3a;)rarian kanungos at Zira and Fazilka
field kanungos,

p i i lhi 19 1) p, 8
S K Shatma DC Uty Comml'SSiOXlel in I unlab (New De 'y 7 7
My . 4
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kanungo, thur and sem, at distr

ict headquarters, 227 patwaris and 1 patwari
moharrir,

‘Kanungos’ and Patwaris.-_F
kanungo circles, cach under the ch
& number of parwar circles, cach

ach tahsil is divided into a number of
arge of a ficld kanungo,who is to supervise
of which is under the charge of a patwari.
Each kanungo’s charge compriscs

(about 8099 villages), cach of which
The dutics of 3 kanungo

being an important an

about 15 to 20 patwar circles

is under the charge of a patwari.
. . b
arc of Supervisory nature.  He s “a man of status’,

d the only link between the tahsil officer and the
Patwari. Each tahsildar has been provided with an off ice  kanungo,

whose main duty is to consolidate the information. Similarly, at the
Deputy Commissioner’s office, there is a sadr kanungo who, inter alia, is
in charge of the patwaris’ and kanungos’ establishments and carries out
inspections of patwar circles and kanungos, in addition to those by tahsildars.
For the purpose of making the information contained in the revenue
records accessible to the litigating public and to the courts, a special kanungo

Or  patwari moharrir has been appointed in all the districts. A field
kanungo is

statistics. The patwari’s duties in
inspections, the recording of crops,

the revision of maps or reports relating
to mutations, partitions, revenye

Or rent, faccavi, etc. Under the orders
ecords of rights. He is also required to
gricultural distress Or census operations.
S maps to illustrate police enquires. The
§ regarding distribution of revenue over

He reports the crimes and prepare
Preparation of dhgy bachh (paper
holdings) is his special duty.

sessed to land revenye which is the business
of the Dpeputy Commissioner to collect
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; are
of its land revenue, and, in their dealingsr \I»:’t:ba?;\;zrnment, they
represented b?’ il e r::loerf;ecl:lteijgn;:?oroe the abolition of tlfe instituti.oE

To make 1-t still ;not;er Indepdendence, the clusters of villages whic
of zai/(-lal'sl N 191 ad of tribal or historical association or of common
were united by the" Off; rmed into circles or zails, oyer each of which vtV;leS
intere.st, were uFua y hosen by the deputy commissxo.ner from amoni
appomted_ a Zalldar; Cen The zaildars received their emoluments drom
leading village hcad l‘guciion from the land revenue, whereas the hea fn;if:n
Government by a de unities which they represent{by a surc}'lairge of five
are paid by the comm Together they formed a valuable.z unofficial aggml?:
per cent on t.he revelzjue-my commissioner and the tahsildar cor}veye tt :
o fYV thhl:h(}t::er:ient to the people and secured the carrying out o
wishes o
their orders?. . ars, the collector has to pay

I making aPPOII:tI:::irsltioolis }llc::’::i]‘il:iy claims; tl-le extent of propetrtgf
regard, among other Igby th; candidate; his personal 1nf luence, charafc:ﬂel e,
i the esate possess‘;'rom indebtedness; the strength aI']d importance ;) »
2bility an-d (oo hich the selection of a headman 18 to be made; ;to
communtty, frombW himself or by his family in the najltlonal moveme:ll 10
services rendered by f Indias. In order to enable him to perform u] 1es
e th'e freﬁdOT ?hat he should be the representative of sgme largec :1;
better, it is desirab e an elementary principle in lamb.ardarz cases that the
of ]andholders.. If 18 ot to be interfered with, unless it suﬂ".ers from some
collector’s ChO.lCC is n.et As rtegards the dismissal of.vﬂ]age o.fflcers,
illegality OI.' 1mp0fpfslioi-ers Revenue, would properly mte{fert‘: 1f.th.e re
the Financial Con?n;lof natu’ral justice as would be involved in dlsm.‘Ssll'lg
had beeq such denIZ} him or if the offence for which he }fad l?eer" dlfmli-
a man without heafling which under land revenue rules justify .hlS dls'mlssa .
sed was not one 0.f tn?)szuch material irregularity or manifest 1llega11ty, the
But wh.ere there 15 ioner, Revenue, generally does n.ot take not.lc.e. .
Financial Commissi occl;pies a key position in the v1llage. admlmstratlon];

A Iambardﬂf n of land revenue, his main function is tf’ keep ?vatcf
Besides the collecth. his area and report to the nearest pohce-statl'on in
over law ?ndyo{::;clllll of law. He is assisted in his work by the village
the case of an

chowkidar. I

i lished in 1948, It was revived
: institution of Zaildars was abol ftion of prees
R e e
in 1950 in "(’B° (ti'ttsgg;g’rt on the Reorganisation of Ta
and public (Dra

— ; ; Reprinted in
i aras 2—4 . ; Administration Manual
"“"’?&’m‘i’s , Sir James Moc.; Punjab Land

: f Law Thereunder
1972), para 204. inistration Acts and Rules Having the Force o S
1 Zl;ug.a? Lal;’i;gng"g;gag?x? cRevgnue Rules No, 15, mage under Section
Vol, 11, Rules, >

8 May 1954,
of tllcm;:d by Punjab Government Notification No. 7881-R-53/1010, dated 8 M
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() Development Organisation

The District h

as been divided into 9 development blocks, viz.
Abohar, Dharmkot,

Firozpur, Fazilkka, Guru Mar Sahai, Ghal
Khurd, Jalalabad, Khuyan Sarwar and Zira. Fach block is under the
control of a block development and panchayat officer.  Previsously, he
was called block development officer, but with the merger of fhc pan-
chayat Department into the Development Dcepartment, his dcsu:nul'l(‘"
was changed.  He hys been vested with the powers of a panchayat officer

under the Punjab Gram Panchayat Act, 1952. A bleck gencerally con-
sists of 60 villages.

The block development and panchayat officer is under the a.d.-
ministrative control of the chairman of the respective  block Sam'_"’
subdivisional officer (civil) of the respective subdivision, and the (F’S'
trict development and panchayat officer at the district Ievel, besides being
under the overa]] control of the deputy  commissioner.

The block development and panchayat officer is mainly TCSPO"S’b']c
for the successfy] implementation of development  schemes. HC' 18
assisted by a socjal cducation and panchayat officer, a lady social education
organizer, an overscey (popularly known a5 extension officer ), a numter
of gramsevaks and gramscvikas, besides ministerial class 111 and class
IV staff, Besides, he hasa number of extension officers belonging to the
departments of Agriculturc, Animal Husbandry, Co-operation and In-
dustries. They assist and advisec him in {(heir respective  splercs.
This was done after the introduction of the Panchayati Rajin the State

in order to co-ordinate the activities of varjous nation building depart-
ments,

(d) General Arrangement For the Disposal of Business

In addition to the subdivision
block development and panchayat o
Firozpur jg assisted by an

al officers ( civil), tahsildars and
fficers, the Deputy Commissioner,

additional deputy commissicner, a general assis-
tant, a district revenye officer, a district officer, 1cmoval of gricvances,

a district transport officer, a district development and panchayat officer
and executive magistrates.
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issi : ntertain revision petitions under
et Dy Commli:;?;’l:lz ’ L;zde Revenue Act, Sc?ction 84 ?ft;I;e
e ) o nclJ review petitions under sectan 15 o
S enaney e aAct and section 82 of th.e Punjab Te;aﬁzy
o R'evenuﬁsfer applications under section 12 of the' a.al
Ao o e e rent rolls under para 12 of the Fl-nanmd'
Revenue Act ; am')mVOrder No. 31 and to sanction otl:ner I('lsthar:i elrs
Commissionsr * Standmie mutation fee, record fefa, -tacca.w, etcl.vI ul?a] ‘
of additional Jane ézve:f tl’le Punjab Land Admn?lst{atlo'n danower,
paras 2:1: c6ertificatcs received from other districts ; and p
to sign recov

of chief sales commissioner.

i ty Commissioner’s persogal

P ‘_“SSiSta“t"—g: Enfhlz :?lcﬁ?s };xecutive and' administrtam(r;aS
ANV andhas'ss the principal administrative officer and at le:?ﬂe
functions, | As o gelnce attestation, complaints, etc. HF (%oes f;.ce
to routn correspollll to l,<ecp a vigilant eye on the .Dlsmct ((1) Ihi;
or no touing, o asof the Deputy Commissioner’s Offl'CG are under e
Almost all the;}za}zcils;petent to correspond with thiz l;\:lln:il:)t g;vif?tg:ss
B i ine matters. Heis Ma c Ls
an% . dcpartn;i::;oﬁl tohfe rt;l;tlrgidiciary frc.>m the executive on 2
P Sli)nce :191664seﬁe has been trying only security cases.
October .

i iti arge of Civil Defence Officer
o is. e ho}ctill)l;'g (til;:i?d(ll)ltelf?r:ile cftl"lf icfr, he is resl?onsible fo'r tlhe
of the DiStrl'Ct'" - opulation in times of war or aggression. fe is : s:;
defence of L8 P pintenance of fire-fightng equ1pment3 1 ehpr E[al
responsible for .the madi ging of trenches, first aid, extensxo.n' c'>f ostpl
functionin;ghOfl:l::;‘gs’of a%lditional beds, electrcity, water facilities, etc,
facilities, the lay

icer.—With the abolition of the pos.ts .of
Distrif:t Revem;]e ;Lft?ecse l;1.rc :V;:l being performed b}f the dlSt'l:l:t
revenue assistants ht eDistrict Revenue officer, Firozpur, is responsible
revenue officers. 7 ere:ct maintenance of revenue records revenue, a;
for the prop® and' o ents, jagirs, etc. and service records of the patwari
counts, mafis, ZIlSSIgan'tsr’ict. He is the officer-in-charge of the sadr
and Kanungos of the isltration and Land Acquisition branches of the
Kanungo, D.R[}',‘ R:fs’ offiee. He is required to. w?tch the prolf;
Dep-ty CommlSSIOIcl)f all government dues in the District and keep ;-1 X
gress of the rCcoyJ.Yner informed about the pace . of rc?covery.h ”
Deputy Commlssloc mmissioner in carrying out the 1nspectlon. of tahsils,
assists the Deps’y ;is behalf for organizing special girdawaris for cf;o;s)
sub-tabsils é.lCtS ofldawari; for natural calamities, floods, etc: I}es:i oen,
oess and;p e:;: lhjil;ctiviﬁes with the departments, such as irrigation,
he co-ordina
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public works (B&R), Co-operation

and Agriculture, so as to cnsure
the smooth implementatjo

n of various development  schemes in which
revenue work g involved. He collects information regarding agrarian
reforms in the District from the collectors (agrarian) and other officers
and after compiling them, he submits them tvery month to the Cemmis-
sioner Firozpur, He s also responsible for pursuing the progress of land
reforms cases in various courts and Wwatches the interest of the State. On
behalf of the D.C., the D.R.O. is Tesponsible for the submission of the
statements regarding the disposal of miscellancous revenue work in
the District EVery quarter to the Commissioner of the Dijvision and half-
yearly to the Financial Commissioner, Revenue, Punjab.

District Officer, Removal of Grievances.—Af¢ the District hcad-
» Removal of Grievances. Heisa
He redresses the

ing, survey of routes,

District Development and Panchg
charge of the work rel

Five-Year Plans, panc
ordinates the activites
The Development Bra
deals with the plannj
production, fy nctions

Yat Officer.—This officer is in
ating to development, including local development,
hayats, National Extension Service etc. He co-
of all the development departments in the District.
nch of the Deputy Commissioner’s office, which
ng of development Programmes and agricultural
under hijs Supervision. All the block development

> Abohar ang at Fazilka. They attend
They are also res-
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issioner is the Registrar and in
Registratio.n '_Thgn]s)i‘:)ll): tf):)rct;:gnr]:egistration work in.the District.
e Capaf:lty e 'reSI')ct the Registrar is assisted by 3 ta.hs1ldars as stfb-
e irozbur 1?118':1” F’irozpur, Fazilka and Zira tahsils. The naib-
registrarsz one ea.(; . lthe ex-officio joint sub-registrar .and undertakes the
e ac n a tahs lIS hen the regular sub-registrar is on leave or away
registration work only W The sub-registrar and the joint sl.;b-reglstrar do
from the hcadqua.rter;;iition to their own duties, for w-hlch they get :
regisiration work o In the Abohar, Guru Har Sahai, D‘harmkf)l:1 an
mom};lyd hOI:)O::}fl;ll}]I:-the registration work is done by the naib-tahsildars.
Jalalabad sub- g

; uments pertaining to the pro-
o e S T e
perties 81tuat¢=:d w1 document from any tahsil of the' District. s
powerd o register an}llications referred to him under sections 7?tan o
hears appde.a lnanlgezizfration Act, 1908, against refusal to register
e India : im.
::nt::nts by the sgb-retg:;rilr:rkun:;ristlsmilhe Registrat at. .the District
A head rengttr;cs/ readers assist the sub-reg.istraf/Jomt ]s(ub- re-
headqua'rtir;’: tzgsil/:ub-tahsils in performing the registration work.
gistrars in

\ i tary public at the District headquar-
Notary I.’ubléc.—n—’tll':;e::c'zrzn:‘; dazi OI;s of the Legal Remembian‘ciex('l,
ters. Heis appolnteh Ofor a period of three years, which may be exten :
Punjab, Chandlgar }—Ie is vested with the powers to attest all docull;nen s,
for another term. of attorney and copies of all documents, on ¢ arges
will, specia hpogzl;irnment. Heisalso authorized to translate docu-
approved by the

ent.
ts on payment approved by the Governm
ments o

.—Formerly designated public Prosecutor/ G:vern-
District Attorney-_ trict Attorney is appointed by tl.le Home ecre1
ment Pleader, the Dlst Punjab, on the recommendations of the Lega
tary to the Governmen ’resents the Government cases in the court of the
Remembrancer. .He ;e}; e. Heis under the administrative control of the
District and Sessml.ls uL%ti'gation and Joint Secretary to Governmenz
Director, Prqse::sti:::é by 4 assitant district attorneys grade-I, an
Punjab. Heis

i I
16 assistant district attorneys grade

issioners are appointed by the
Oath commissioner;;;f?:ur??: lt;e recommendations of the Dis-
Punjab and H ary=;n3 e of the District. A practising advocate of the
trict and Session® uctgised law at the Court for two year.s can beccmehan
Disrit wh.o !135 prjn application. . The oath commis519ners are autho-
ot comtl? l:ts l:r;:;davits and charge Rs 1 as the attestation fee,
rised to atte
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The following is ¢

Deputy
They

1

W

The f ollowip
posted at

e Y 7 T S A

— e ey
& & R &8 = 3

are constituted to accele
are held at the

FIROZPUR

(®  District Committees

he list of the District Co
Commissioncr is the Chairman or those

rate the disposal of busine

District headquarters

Child Welfare Council

District Red  Cross Socicty

Rural Development Agency

Pre-matyre release of life convicts Committee

(f) State and Central Government Officers

g State and Central Government officers are

the District headquarters -

State Government ¢ ff icers
District angd Sessions Judge, Firozpur
Civil Surgeon, Firozpur
Chief Agricultura]

Officer, Firozpur

District Attorney, Firozpur

District Education Officer, Firozpur
District Excise and Taxation CommiSSioner, Firozpur

Food ang Supplies Contro]]er, Firozpur

Industries Officer,

District

District Firozpur

District Public Relation Off

icer, Firozpur
District

Statistical Officer, Firozpur
District Welfare Officer,

Firozpur
District Soldiers, and Sailors and Airmen Board, Firozpur
Divisiona] Soil C

onservation Off

icer, Firozpur
Deputy Registrar, Co

~Operative Societies, Firozpur

Superintendent, Central Jail,

District

mmittees of which the
he has to convene,
$S.  Their meetings

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

26
27
28

29

30

31
32
33

34
35
36
37
38
39
40

269
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

i ur
Executive Officer, Cantonment Board, Firozp
Xe
Tehsildar, Firozpur
Treasury Officer, Firozpur |
ndant, Punjab Home Guards, Firozpur
Comma s .
Senior Superintendent of Police, Firozpur
e 3
i rozpur
Deputy Superintendent of Police, C.I.D., Firozp
c i irozpuf
intending Engineer, Firozpur Canal Circle, Firozp
Superin

i i . . .y . [EANTY

. tion  Circle,
. nage Construc

. ing Engincer, Drai

Superinteding

Firozpur

u

Enginect, P.WD., B.&.R., Construction Division
Executive Enginecr, P.
Firozpur

.R., Provincial Division,
i ineer, PW.D., B.&
Executive Engineer,

Firozpur

i ivisi irOZ ur
Xecu vV o |

i ion  Division,
i Engincer, Draimnage Constructio
Executive
Firozpur

Executive Engineer, Punjab State Electricity Board, Firozpur
District Animal Husbandry Officer, Firozpur

Fisheries Officer, Firozpur

District Language Officer, Firozpur |

Divisional Manager, Punjab Roadways, Firozpur

Deputy Director, Local Government, Firozpur

i issi Firozpur
Assistant Excise and Taxation Commissioner, zp
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41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52
53
54
35
56
37
58
59

60
61
62

63

65
66

FIROZPUR
General Manager, Punjab Roadways, Firozpur
Divisional Forest Officer, Firozpur
Conservator of Soils, South Circle, Firozpur
District Sports Officer, Firozpur
Director of Fisheries, Firozpur

Joint Registrar, Co-operative Socictics, Firozpur

District Social Welfare Officer, Firozpur
Secretary, Zila Parishad, Firozpur
Principal, LT.1., Firozpur

Deputy Director, Panchayati Raj, Firozpur

Executive Engineer, Water Supply and Scwerage Division,
Firozpur

District Manager, PUNSUP, Firozpyr

District Manager, MARKFED, Firozpur

Block Development ang Panchayat Officer, Firozpur

Commissioner, Firozpur Division, Firozpur
Distri ct Transport Officer, Firozpur
District Development and Panchayat Officer, Firozpur

Superintendent of Police, Vigilance, Firozpur

Deputy Inspector G

cenceral of Police, Firozpur Range,
Firozpur

‘1

Divisional Town Planner, Firozpur

Superintcnding Engincer, National Highway, Firozpur
Superintendin

g Enginecr, Punjab State
Firozpyr

Electricity Board

Executive Engineer, Rajasthan Feeder, Firozpur

Executive Engineer, National Highway,

Executive Engineer,

Firozpur
Centra) Works Division,

Firozpur
Exccutive Engineer, Housing

Division Board, Firozput

67
68

69

70

oW N
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Sccretary, Regional Transport Authority, Firozpur

Exccutive Engincer (R.E.), Punjab State Electricity Board,
X
Firozpur

Superintending Engineer, Punjab State Tubewell Corpora-
tion, Firozpur

Superintendent of Police (D), Firozpur

Central Goverment Qfficers
Commandant, N.C.C. , Firozpur
Divisional Engincer, Telegraphs, Firozpur
Senior Superintendent of Post Offices, Firozpur
Chief Controller, Northern Railway, Firozpur
Manager, District Food Corporation of India, Firozpur

Development Officer, Life Insurance Corporation of India,
{¥] ]
Firozpur

Income Tax Officer, Firozpur

Incom¢ Tax Officer, Abohar



CHAPTER XI
REVENUFE /\l)MlNlSTR/\TlON
(®8) Land Revenue Administration

() History of Lang Revenue Assessment and Management Village
Communitics and Tenures.“Vcry few of the villages in this District date,
atany rate in their present form, from before the conunencement of the

nineteenth century. There are only a few that can tryce back their history
up to two and a half or threc and a h

Comparatively recent dyge and in I

azilka they date only from the middle
of the ninetcenth century,

Pre-British Revenue System.—No information js available as regards
the method of revenye collection used by the Mughals in this District. As
regards the Sikhs, it seems that the Lahore and the Ahluwalia governments
used to take their revenue in cash, byt the sum  wag fixed only for short
periods; they sometimes reverted to collections in kind, espccially in the
Naipal and Dogar tracts, The Raja of Faridkot and the Sardarni of
Firozpur took their revenye inkind. The Gury of Guru Har Sahai and the

Summary Settlements.~Summary settlements  were made for the
various parts of the District as they came into British hands.

In 1840, Captain Lawrence made for the first time 5 five years scttle-
ment of pargana Firozpur, consisting of ¢4 villages, the Jama of which
was fixed at the company’s Rs 19,000, inclusive of ingm lands. This
term expired in 1845, and Captain Nicholson then continued the settlement
for one year longer at the same rate from kharif 1845 to rabi 1846, and
Daniell extended it for one year till the end of 1847; and Major F.
Mackeson, the Commissioner and Superintendent, increased the amount

of assessment by one third, or to Rs 25,000 at which rate it remained till
the Revised Scttlement by Brandreth

included in the Firozpur District and an
ment at Lahore, after the First Anglo-Sik
summarily assessed from 1846 till the eng

absence of statistics, it is impossible to s
them.

h War, 1845-46, were also
of 1856; but, owing to the
upply an accurate account of

The eastern part of the Zira Tahsi] which
included in the old “Wudnee” (Badhni) Distric
Campbell. No definite informati

» When first annexed, was

alf centuries, but the majority are of

73
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h It that the Muhammadan Bet was assessed considerably higher
the resu
than the Sikh uplands.

j Nawab of Mamdot was summarily ?ssessed
. II? 185?1,6;};;;[3](; (lflno:/l;ilber 1855. Lump .casb sum‘s were 1mphose(-1
i 'an cars and the villages left to dxstrlbut.e it among them
for the first th)tyd then of 242 villages and 70 chaks, which were s'ur_veyeﬁ
e Toansise the supervision of Thomson, Assistant Commxsspnep
e e un(ciierS ltan, Extra Assistant Commissioner. The total jama
opomed - amon te(Lil to ’Rs 33,786, inclusive of the sum of Rs 6,223
prop osed amolun of jungle tracks, and the average rate of assess'ment '
derived from ease}’zumaon. Originally, this settlement was sanctioned
was ‘12 annasb a_lt lgt lasted up to 1871—75. Pargana Bahak was apparen'ily
or e y:lii:ril;l settled. Other estates seem to have been summarily
never su

assessed as they were colonized.

lar Settlementsl.—Brandreth carried out. the RegularH Settlle-
Reetlar Zira Tahsil and Firozpur proper in 1853-54. He éso
ment of e llr(a argana in 1856-57. This settlement ran for thl.rty
settled the Béha lf flar Settlement of the Mamdot Jagir was car'rled
years. The Flr?t 15572_79. The remainder of the present Fazilka
;l;th sl;lyw}:;r:z:ﬂl; by J.H. Oliver between 1857 and 1863.

2,—K.B. Francis revised the assess-
Revisions of t:le I:Fg:;lzrjztiizzl;u} IDfistrict between the years 1884
e WhOterm sanctioned was twenty-five years fo.r the northern
e '1891' Thet : ears for the Mamdot Jagir. Francis raised the: assess-
tabsils and. twe?)ly ythe percentage of increase being 52 per cent in Zira,
meflt C(.mSIdera ?73 er cent in Mamdot. These figures were calcul.a.ted
i FITOZP}“' iy f th: total demand of the last year‘of the.z expiring
et compan'sl(');:}?at of the first year of the new demand including khush
Set_ﬂ.eme_nt w:'ater-advantage rate on irrigation done from the Grey Canals.
}';‘illfsu;:ttlé (v)vras imposed for the first time by Francis.

isi ilka Tahsil was carried out by Sir James

. The. first rewgoninogftc:htiel:;ztﬁ(;ion in the boundaries of the tal.lsil,
Wl}son i wv;en the Sirsa District was broken up and the Fazilka
Whld.l took placeferred to Firozpur, itis impossible to say what the.
Tahm! . tranls(en by Wilson was but the general increase in the Rol.n
to‘tal o nstituted, was 81 per cent, in the Utar 47 per cent, and. in
t(l::: d:fi?hsatrhgilrccl(e) which was mostly placed under a system of fluctuating

IM.M.L. Currie, Final Report of the Revised Settlement, 1910 to 1914, of the
Firozpur pistrict (Lahote, 1915), p. S
Ibid., p. 6
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assessment, it was estim
Sirhind Canal made th
in the Utar, but owing
amounted to 9 per cent
cent, The main features
of proprietary rights to t
rights to their tenants an
in the Hithar Circle.

ated at about 26 per cent.  The introduction of the
¢ assessment nominal in the Rohi and it was light
toa succession of bad harvests, suspensions
of the annual demand and remissions to 13 per
of Wilson’s settlement in Fazilka were the grant
he lessees of the farmed villages and of occupancy
d the great extension of the fluctuating system
Wilson’s settlement was sanctioned for 20 years.

The Fazilka Tahsil was rescttled in 1900
€xtended the f luctuating system to all the villages
introduced the khush haisiyati, or the water-advantage rate consequent
upon the irrigation from the Grey Canals in the Utar Circle. His assess-
ment resulted in an increased of nearly 64 per cent in the tract as a whole,
the enhancement amounting to 69  per cent in the Rohi, 80 per cent in

the Utar and 19 per cent in the Hithar according to his estimate of the
proceeds of the fluctuating system.

-01 by C.M. King. He
of the Hithar Circle and

Revised Settlement, 1910—15,

d ~—The settlement of 1910—15 was the
second revision of the assessment

for the Zira and Fj i

the Mamdot Jagir and the third revision ip 511:0211:3:;1:(3; Sl’llfa;ll:icli.

Operati'ons commenced in November 1910 and the settlement was

closf:d in the spring of 1915, The assessment of the Zira Tahsil was

carried out by L. Middleton, Assistant Settlement Officer, and that

of the remainder of the District by M.M.L. Currie, Settleme;ut Officer.
The following table shows in a gy

. mmary form the resyl the
Teassessment of the different parts of the District ; el of

Percentage of

New demand

Old demand

Total

Total

Tract

True halt
net assets
absorbed

on column 4

Increase,
column 7

Fluctuating
estimated

Pixed, final

Fluctuating
average |

Pixed last
year
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Rs

Rs

nf

o0
o

29

| 1,64,656
3,18,098

1,272,337

2,37,182
1,36,004

10,083
12,876
[23,936

1,17,254
2,24,306

1,12,018

Firozpur proper

Zira

-
<t

34
15
80
42

28,891

36,277

37,221
1,17,638

2,89,207
1.20,627

2]
~

1,56,904
3,33,348
9,73,206

Mamdot Jagir
Fazilka

2,96,327
8,55,568

1,35,147

6.85,670

35,218
182,163

1,49,929
6,03,507

District *
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The most import

ant ground for the enhancement of the revenue was
the rise in prices

and the greatly increased value of fand; this was applicable
to the whole of the District.  The aetual rise in prices may at a moderate
estimate be put at 50 percentin the last 20 years, while the valug of the land
doubled at Jeast and in some parts even quadrupled  within the same
period. Secondly, in (he tract irrigated by the Sirhind Canal, at the pre-
vious settlements, no account had been taken of with respect to the value
of the profits of canal irrigation,

everywhere been extremely Ienient
Fazilka, there had been

Thirdly, the previous assessments hﬂf‘
when orginally imposed. Fourthly, in
a considerable extension in the cultivated arca.
Working of the Settlement of 191015 - The assessement  made
in the settlement operations in 1910--
30 years. But it could not be underty
(1939—45), followed by the partition
in 1947. The land revenue, therctor
fixed during the last settlement.

15 was due for re-assessment after
ken on account of the World War-11
of the country and its independence
¢, continued to be the same as was

The  charges of |
the present century, had
land. With the

and revenue, fixed early in the sccond decade of
lost their contact with the income accruing from
expansion of Government establishment and the inrtoduc-
s development plans, the Government expenditure had also
d, particularly since Independence, The State Government,

, ped different sources of Tevenue to meet this
demand. As r

land revenue
in accordance

cver-growing
cgards land revenue, in addition 1o the asscssed demand of
of 1910—15, the Additiona] Land Revenue js being levied
with the Punjab Land Revcnuc(Amcndmem) Act, 1974.

(it} Collection of Lund Revenye .—The revenue  collection is the
responsibility of the lambardar (village headman). Under the First
Regular Settlement of the District in 1853-54, the village lambardurs were
required to collect the land revenue from the concerpeq communitics of
landowners.  AJ the lambardars, wherever possible, were appointed
headmen to compose the claims of ryra) claimants jp regular settlement.
These were different from the local leaders, sych as tholedar, pattidars, etc.
Tholedars, who were representatives chosen by the people, have been replac-
ed by the village panches. The Tholedar system has been totally abolished.
The hereditary claims of the lambardays are still in vogue. The vacancies
of lambardars, which fell vacant owing to the migration of the Muslim
lambardars, in 1947, were filled up by the

REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 277

ala lambardars appo i 79 faiture. In 1909, it was deci-

b S & inted in 1879, had been a ' as d

: [t, or;]w’:y with this institution gradually. In their place, sufedposhs
ded to d

were appointed.

" ird Regular Settlement in 191C—15,
since the ?egl;ljgﬁ SO}iatjl: ::tlrt?een iilled up and, in their .place,
vacancics f’f ala lam ate suffedposhi inams.  Till 1948, the agencies of
it was decided to crea ams and lambardars continued to be responSIb'le
zaildars, sz@fe('ipmhzf Imnd revenue.  Zaildars and suff()dposhs. were paid
for the CO”‘-’:Ctlon . lla one per cent of the land revenue, which .was set
from a portion, usually The agencies of zaildari and sufedfooshz were
asidlc ;0; t hcl ;);;rpos”f“hese were revived in 1950, but were again abolished
abolished in .
in 1952. ible for the collection of revenue
Now only lat;rb;zr/;la;sczz r:}sg;;l:;bi the rate of 5 por cent of the
on payment of pacho t};e lambardar is unable to collect the ]gnd revenue,
fand revenue. ’In casz;nplaint to the tahsildar who helps to effe.ct the re-
he makes ¢ Wmte::nz Harijan lambardars have also been appointed, bu:
tC}?VCry.re nAo: :;ilslori;ed to collect land revenue, etc. They can only attes
ey a

i i ts.
the bail bonds in the cour
/ ater-
ides land revenue, the lambardars collect abiana and tthee:v er
a ’ i nt r .
d tB;:,lrate for which they are paid 3 per cent and 5 per ce p
advanta ,
i harges.
vely as collection ¢ | N
he lambardars are authorised to remit land revenue by ﬁosft‘;]g y
i o ) not so popular because majority c')f them generally fi X
e i nt and economical to visit the tahsil headquarters p(ei.rson "
E’O"fe convz?tl;g the land revenue in the tahsil treasury than sending
y for cre
der.
through money or .
(iv) Income from Land Revenue and Special Cesses

Land Revenue.—The land revenue, fixed, as in the Jast settlement

d .—The land r , fixed, h : -

of 1910—135, is :ealized to this day as there has been no revised settle
’

ment thereafter.

j Thur, Sem, Chos and Sand)
the Punjab Land Revenue ( , ;
. I.n 1:,61(11’ Supervision Rules, 1961, were enforced, under wh:lch lanic:
lzslnr:lsliloor;‘ all lands rendered unculturable on account of thur and sem
r .
remitted. - ie. for Kharif crop
' i talments, i.e. for ’
evenue is realized in two ins : P,
by 15 lligceln:ber and for rabi crops by 15 June. The' fﬁ)llotmr;ﬁ s;;::;xizt |
gi);es the details of income from land revenue and remnss:op‘m | e Distri
during 1972-73 to 1979-80:
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Income from L.and Revenue and Remissions in the Firozepur District, 1972-73 to
1979-8

Year Previous

| I Demand  Total Actual Remission Balance
ending  year's amount  recovery
Rabi balance for
recovery
Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs
—_—

1972273 2,16,281 771,947 988228 502,649 1,87,446  2,98,133

197374 298133 770,265 10,68,398 379,077 — 689,321
1974-75 6,89,321 7,69,665  14,58,986 4,09,195 —  1049,791
197576 10,49,791 7.69.582  18,19373 350,655 675,198 7,93,520
197677 9,93 529 768,174 1561,694 372,374 —  11,89,320
197718 11,89320 767574 19.46,894  3,90,390 30,826 15,25,678

1978-79  15,25,678 7,671,124 2292302 394,143 14,83,033  4,15,626

197980 415626 771910 11,87,545 387,809 — 799,736

——

(Source: Deputy Commissioner, Firozpur)
Special Cesses.—Besides

the land revenue, the followjng cesses
are levied on the landowners ,

Village Officers’ Cess

The patwar cess was remitted in 1906, With the abolition of
2aildari and sufedposhi agencies in 1948, only pachotra at the rate of
5 per cent of the land revenue is charged as the village officers’ cessinthe
District,

Local Rate

It has grown from small beginnings,
to levy a road cess at 1 per cent of th
education and postal cesses amounting
respectively were added. But, under ¢

It was usual in early settlements
e land revenue. Subsequently,
to 1 per cent and 14 per cent
he Punjab Local Rates Act (XX)

Y the Punjab Local Rates Act (V)
of 1878 from 6} per cent to 8% per cent for providing the famjne-stricken
people with relief.

With the passing of the Punjab District Boards Act (XX) of 1883,

duc cesses were merged into the local rate, and
the legal limit of the rate was raised to 12} per cent of the land revenue

and the owners’ rate , and, under this Act, the whole of the local rate was
credited to the District Board,

——

et
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Later on, the local rate was reduced to 6} per cent. It was raﬁed
to 9% per cent—vyide Notification No. 1393-16-45/9263, dated 29 a;(ji/
1945, to be enforced from 1 April 1945. But, beforf: the rec.:o-ver'y cou
be effected, it was futther raised to 124 per cent— vide Notlflcatlon.N;).
3497-1.6-45/26559, dated 5 October 1945, to be enforced retrospectively

from 1 April 1975.

The local rate was further increased to 25 per cent of ”}e land r evem;e
vide Notification No. 4393-B&C-48/22423? dated 26 Aprll 1948, kt/(: e
enforced from kharif 1947. It was still further raised from . ar(;f
1948 to 50 per cent of the land revenue, and it continues to be enforced.

The table below shows the amount of localrate collections in the
Firozpur District during 1972-73 to 1979-80:

Year ending rabi ngﬁi z::;:ns
Rs

1972-73 7,13,815
1973-74 7,22,460
1974-75. 10,15,604
1975-76 9,83,656
1976-77 9,20,235
1977-78 10,57,696
1978-79 10,07,136
1979-80 10,23,943

(Source ; Deputy Commissioner, Firozpur)
Additional Land Revenue

The surcharge and the special charge on land revenue were levie:
under the Punjab Land Revenue (Surcharge) Act, 1954 and the Pun_:ad
Land Revenue (Special Charge) Act, 1958. T?ese Acts were rep:a 7e5
with effect from the kharif harvest of the agricultural year, 1?7 t. é
by the Punjab Land Revenue (Amendment) Act, 1974, -Whld:l ins eae
levied additional land revenue on every landowner who paid land revenu
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in excess of fwenty rupees.
differcnt rates as under

I Where the total land revenue
exceeds tweaty rupcees but does

not exceed fifty rupees annually

2 Where the total Iy nd revenue
exceeds fifty rupees but docs not
exceed one hnndred rupees
annually

3 Where the total land revenue
exceeds one hundred rupeces but
does not cxceed two hundred
rupees annually

4 Where the total land revenue

exceeds two hundred rupees
annually

The table below gives the income fr

FIROZPUR

The additional land revenue is levied at

Two  hundred per cent of the
amount by which the total land
revenue  exceeds twenty rupees.

Sixty rupees plus  two hundred
and fifty per cent of the amount
by which the total land revenue
exceeds fifty rupees.

One hundred and  eighty-five
rupees plus  three hundred per
cent of the amount by which the
total land revenue exceeds one
hundred rupecs.

Four  hundred and eighty-five
rupecs plus three hundred and
fifty per cent of the amount by
which  the total land revenue
exceeds two  hundred rupees.

om additional land revenue in the

Firozepur District during 1974-75 o 1979-80.

———
Year Income from
additional land
revenue
Rs
197475 47,630
1975-7¢ 40,513
1976-77 42,021
1977-78 45,394
1978-79 43,865
1979-80 37,435
-
(Source :

Deputy Commissioner, Firozpur)

81
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Abiana

ana g a irrigated by canals. The income
Abi is charged on the area irrigated .b .
om }'1 oulS ecina:he Firozpur District during 1972-73 to 1979-80 is
from this sourc

given hereunder :

Collections
Year from abiana
Rs
67,68,026
197273 71,69,197
1973-74 14,16,708
197475 1,14,59,791
1975-76 1,60,97,027
197677 1,63,67,357
197778 1,59,99,037
1978'73 1,66,07,677
1979-8

(Source : Deputy Commissioner, Firozpur)
o :

(b) Land Reforms

in agricultural production. The
Land is an .impozgz;sfaz::cer::ilng tie ownership and. c.ultivation.
conditions and leCUm tant bearing on agricultural productivity. Agri-
of fand have 22 lmpo::annot be achieved satisfactorily if the tenancy
cultoral _progFes re system remain outdated. Land reforms are,
conditions and t?nlu for agricultural development. These reforms also
therefore, cssthie hand, the well-being and contentment of the
promgte,lonwt::r Zﬁz on tl;e other, the stability of the society.
individual o s

o ber of agrarian problems,
rms impinge upon a number of
Generally, lflf:dr:g; forming land ; the distribution of land owner;
such as the Ilneal and customary institutions of land tenure; and.ruil;last
oo, «';md thfiit?cgms and the political forces which work for and against.
social condit
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social change. The.c I
bution of income and a

FIROZPUR

and’ reforms in the end aim at a tetter  distri-
broader social cquality.

The relationship between the ]

' » andlord and the tenant, based on old-
time traditional beliefs, had been

. for a long time past, getting strained
to the detriment of both agricultural and the cultivator. Attempts have,
'thercfore, been made to put the rclationship en statutory tasis, eliminat-
Ing altogether the intermediaries.  Thus the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887,
(Ac't XVIof 1887) was enacted. Although it provided for the regulari-
zation of the right of occupancy, yet this right was restricted to a small
.nun‘xber of tenants. At the same time, while the occupancy right was
inalienable, in the Punjab it could be mortgaged, sold or given away.
The other tenants, who did not have the right of ocupancy and did not
hold for a fixed term under a contract of a decree or order of competent
authority, could be ejected at the end of any agricultural year. The
security of tenure  assured to the Punjab tenant was, therefore, nominal.

’I?he .previous land ceiling laws did not achicve the objective  of
reducing inequalities of income and wealth, sufficiently, mainly, because
of exemption provided for various catcgorics of landowners. On the
basis of national guide lines, the Punjab Land Reforms Act, 1972, was
passed on 14 December 1977, In order to carry out the objectives of
the Act, the Punjab Land Reform Rules, 1973 were framed. According
to these ru'les, the Subdivisiona] Officers  (Civil), exercising the powers
of the Assistant Collector, 1st Grade, has been authorized to function
as the Collector, A scheme, namely, the Punjab Utitization of Surplus

:reas Sch'e.m.e, 1973, has also been framed under the provisions of the
ct for utilizing the surplus areast,

. The Punjab Ocey ancy T Vestin p
Proprictary Rights) Act, 1953, declar pancy Tenants (Vesting o

ed all
owners of the land. the occupancy tenants as

The post-Intependence (1947) 1and reforms programme, outlined

0 the !
:I‘:coli]engsgt%Flve-Year Pla.m (1951—56), and further elaborated in the
—61) and Third (1961—66) Plans, is, therefore, an essential

?tzrtoobf'::s scheme of agricultural development and rural reconstruction.
) Jectives are to remove such motivational and other impediments to

. %\’——-Q
*Punjab on the March 1974, Pp. 165—167
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elements of exploitation and social injustice. ‘Land todthe tﬁ)l:n ShaiV I}J:’;EE
adopted as the main concept in the scheme of lan " (r; 1 the widest
contemplates that owner-cultivation should t.)e esta.bhst e 1 aotion s
possible scale and all cultivators should go into direct re

State.

In pursuance of the agrarian reforms, the State Government have made

the following enactments : |
1 The East Punjab Utilization of Lands Act, 1949 (East Punjab
Act XXXVIII of 1949)
2 The Punjab Occupancy Tenants (Vesting of Proprietary
Rights) Act, 1952 (Punjab Act VII of 1953)

The Punjab Abolition of Ala Malkiat and Talukdari Rights

3
Act, 1952 (Punjab Act IX of 1953)

4 The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953 (Punjab Act
X of 1953)

5 The Punjab Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1955 (Punjab Act 45 of
1956) |

6 The Punjab Resumption of Jagirs Act, 1957 (Punjab Act 39
of 1957)

7 The Punjab Village Common Lands (Regulation) Act,

1961 (Punjab Act 18 of 1961)
8 The Punjab Land Reforms Act, 1972

The distribution of land among various classes of cultivators./
landholders in the Firozpur District, during 1972-73 to 1979-80, is

given in the following statement :
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2 various classe :
lasiss of cultlvators/land-holders in the Firozpur District, 197273 to  1979.80

Distribution of Jand aman

(Area in acres)

Class of cultivators/land-
holders

1973- 5
74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-8G

1972-73

T e ey s e e, et e,
e ey i i e e et e e
e o o e it ey e et e et e e e,

59,476 12,59,328

5

1

7,482

.3

60,651

12,

12,610,661

365

ry
0
wy

1

55,185
3,24,939

12,

12,51,033

Total cultivatad arza

5.13,308

4,573

5,13,333 3

5,20,135

3,72,920

Tenants at will

9,97.82¢

R

73.64

o«

il

7,42,174

7.26.086

931,246 10,35,230 7,47,328

8,113

Owners

FIROZPUR

Tenants with rights of
occupancy

‘Deputy Commissioner, Firozpur)

(Source
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Security of Land Tenures.—The security of tenure is essential to the
If the farmer fcels insecure, he will not

carrying on of good farming.
Legislation

take much interest in cultivation, and production will suffer.
providing for the security of tenure has, therefore, been made.
The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953, as amended up
to date, has not only reduced the acreage which can be reserved ‘but has
also specifically prohibited the ejectment of tenants from all unreserved

areas, except in cases of default with respect to the payment of rent or

proper cultivation.? Rent has been limited to one-third of the crop or

equal to its value or to the customary rent in case itislower. The payment

for services provided by the landlord is, however, excluded from the

computation of rent.  The Act further extends the opportunities for
tenants to become owners. A tenant of 4 years’ standing acquires a

right of pre-emption at sales of foreclosure; but, what is more important
is that the tenants of 6 year’s stadning are allowed to by non-reserved area
from their landlords at three-fourths of 10 years’ average of prices of
similar land.

The Government have been further empowered to utilize the surplus
area of both landowners and tenants for the resettlement of ejected tenants,
landless labourers and small landowners. All areas owned by a local
owner above 30 standard acres and by a displaced person above 50 standard
acres would be considered ‘surplus’ area. A small owner, who owns
up to 30 standard acres, cannot eject a tenant under the Act from 5 standard
acres unless the tenant has been settled by Government  on surplus area.

By 31 March 1980, 10,989 cases of surplus area were decided and

43,254 standard acres was declared surplus in the Firozepur District.
By the same date, 3,570 eligible tenants were resettled on the surplus area.
Propritary rights werc given to the tenants with respect to 3,274 standard
acres.
Utilization of Land.—Land is a primary factor, without which no
But land in a country is of various categories
Broadly speaking, land is used for
Agricultural land is
Non-agricultural
Here we are mainly

production is possible.
and can be used in different ways.
two purposes-agricultural and non-agricultural.
is used for growing food crops and non-food crops.
land is used for residential and industrial purposes.

concerned with the agricultural use of land.
In pursuance of its policy utilize every inch of available culturable

land for growing more food and other essential crops, the Government

enforced the East Punjab Utilisation of Lands Act, 1949, Under this Act,
a notice is served on every landowner who allows his land to remain uncul-
tivated for 6 or more consecutive harvests and the land, thus taken over,

———

The Punjab Act XI of 1955 adds vidc secticn 9—A that no tenant liable to ejectment
shail be dispossed of his tenancy unless he is accommodated on a surplus area or
otherwise on some land by the State GoOvernment.

i
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is leased out to others for a term ranging from 7 to 20 years, priority being
given to Harijans. Under the provisions of this Act, 3,717 acres  has
been taken over and leased out 1,019 acres among Harijans and 2,698
acres among others in the District,

Consolidation of Holdings—By consolidation is meant the bringing
together in one compact block a cultivator’s all plots  of Jand scatcred
all over the village. Consolidation is achieved by first pooling all land in
the village in one block and then dividing it into compact blocks among
all the owners in the village. Consolidation saves time and labour, facili-
ties the improvement of land through irrigation as well as through dry-
farming practices, and provides an opportunity for replanning individual
holdings and the village abadi and for providing roads and other amenitics,
such as playgrounds and hospitals. As a result of consolidation, there has

been a reduction in the number of plots. Roads have been straightened.
Land has been reserved for schools and fi

or other public purposes. It
also facilitates the management of land and leads to investmen to improve
it. In undulating areas, it facilitates soil-conservation measures by
teplanning consolidated holdings along contours, and in other arcas, it
makes the developing of irrigation ang drainage projects casy,

Before 1948, the work of consol
carried on by the Co-operative Depart
ment had been doing this work since 1
of legislation, the work did not much
of Independence, the State Governn

idation of holdings was being
ment of the State. This Depart-
930, but in the absence of the force
make headway. With the attainment

d the East Punjab Holdings (Consoli-
dation and Prevention of Fragmentation) Act, 1948, and created a scparate
Consolidation Department in 1949,

The Act has got the provisions to .
The circular road, with additional plots
provided.  Landless residents of the
plots free of charge for residential purp

eserve lands for common purposes.
for the extention of abadi, is also
villages are to be given suitable
05es out of the common pool.

duce and can mechanize the cultiva-
tion of his consolidated area. A lot of virgin land is also reclajmed by

the Government as a corroliary to the scheme. Jp fact, consolidation
improve tremendously the economic condition of a tiller of land. The
chances of litigation have also been reduced as a sequel to consolidation.

! 1
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nd has also been brought under cultivation.

A large amount of waste la f fields have beccme uniform.

The scale of measurement and the size 0 ' "
i ¢ District, the consolidation of holdings starte 11(11
In the FerZp.u has almost been completed. Th'e work' was started
'JUI{I 129 53.’1‘ lf\sji(l)vivnl;uly 1953 in the Firozepur Tahsil in April 1958, an
in the Zira Ta

i i hsil in May, 1960.

e daan is the voluntary contribution of land from
e aaThe Punjab Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1955,
ent initiated in 1952 by Acharya_ quba
t, 405 acres has since been given in

“Bhoodaan” . :
the ‘haves’ to ‘have-nots.
was passed to promote the movem

the Firozepur District, - ople.
2;1 a";- aInnd 294 acres has been distributed among the peop
hoodan

. —The plight
o Agricultural Labour. )
and Conditions of : bour is
.Rural W‘;)gesr is far from satisfactory. This category ‘::tf ']acreased
of agncltu'ral fa C;:Ia es for agricultural labour I‘xave no dou mb iy
o orgalil lsed.t few )i:ars but favourable conditions of work or benefi
during the pas ’

of service are nowhere to be seen.

and skilled workers (men) in a selec-

The wages paid to agricultural Tahsil during 1972 to 1980

) . . ur
ted village, viz. Sodhi Nagar in the f'lrozp
are given in the following statement:
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Skilled Labour

Agricultural Labour

Year

b~
w
1)
=
L)
Q.
Lot
(]
Q
=
&g
£
m
w
=
) o
B e
23—
SE2ES
[
a2 a
&~ O
o)
258 5
-
CE¥9%
(o] o, 1
o

For For_ For
weeding  harvesting other

For
ploughing sowing

Rs

Rs

Rs

Rs

Rs

Rs

Rs

Rs

619 767 200
766

625

6-18

1970
1971

1206
1182

12-60
11-83

747

16 -GG

7-00
6 -60
7-00
10-37
1140
11-00
12-50

717

FIROZPUR

673
7.47

9-08

6-57
7-50

6-67

1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

1176

1171

11-67

§-50

10 -64
11-89

7-50
9-88

14-17

14-17

g5

58

807

15-57
15 -54

55

15

1140

11-40

11-40

1131
12-68
13-83
1290

1387

19 -38

11-40

10-86

23

3-18

-~

-55

12

2417

-
/

241

79

13

1350

1375

1393

24-67 24.67

25 26

1371
13-87

12-75

By

151

1364

129

526

cl

13:63 13-25

13-59

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab 1970 to 1980)

*For a normal working day of eight hours.
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() Other Sources of Revenue, State and Central

The revenues of India were classified into Indian Provincial and
Divided heads until 1920 when, following the introduction of the
Montague-Chelmsford Reforms, the divided heads were abolished %‘lnd. a
complete separation took place between the ‘Central and Provincial

revenues. From that time, two types of revenues, viz. Central and

Provincial (now State), have been current in the country.

(i) Other Sources of State Revenue.—The other sources pf State
revenue, besides the land revenue are . Stamp Duty, Registration Fee,
Excise Tax, Urban Immovable Property Tax, Salex Tax, Passengers
and Goods Tax, Entertainment Tax, Entertainment Duty, Central Sales
Tax, Electricity Duty and Copying Fee.

Stamp Duty.—The Indian Stamp Act (No. II) of 1899 came into force
oh 1 July 1899. It was amended by the Punjab Act VIII of 1922.

The second amendment was made by the Indian Stamp (Punjab Second
Amendment) Act (No. 34) of 1960.
Stamp revenue (duty) is derived from the sale of non-judicial or

revenue stamps.

The judicial or court-fee stamps are sold under the Coyrt. Fee Act,
1870. This Act requires the Collector (Deputy Commissioner) to
ensure that the documents are properly stamped according to the schedule.

The income realized in the Firozpur District from the sale of judicial
or court-fee stamps and non-judicial or revenue stamps during 1972-73

to 1979-80 is as under:

Year Judicial stamps Non-Judicial Total
or or
court-fee revenue
stamps stamps
Rs Rs Rs
1972-73 5,01,00,058 12,76,934 5,13,76,992
1973-74 e 64,44,876 7,97,408 72,42,284
197475 ‘e 88,30,740 7,35,923 95,66,663
1975-76 s 87,75,953 7,81,664 95,57,617
contd.
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Year

Judicial stamps  Non-Judicial Total
or or
court-fee revenue
stamps stamps
Rs Rs Rs
1976-77 .. 90,62,367 9,08,612 99,70,979
1977-78 .. 2,40,62,276 9,43,957 2,50,06,233
1978-79 .. 1,89,64,985 14,32,631 2,03,97,616
1979-80 .. 2,04,42 264 14,04,646 2,18,46,910

(Source :  Treasury Officer, Firozpur)

Registration Fee.—Under the Indian Registration Act (XVD) of
1908, compulsory registration is required in the case of all documents
pertaining to immovable property, and opticnal registration is provided
for other documents, Documents which fulfil the prescribed require-
ments and for which the required stamp duty and registration fee arc
paid are registered. The chief items of receipts collected by the Registra-
tion Department are with respect to the registration of documents, the
making or granting of copies, the searching of registers and the
authentication of powers of attorney. The State  Government have

The Inspector-General of Registration, Punj
Registration Department at the State level, with headquarters at
Jalandhar. At the district level, the Deputy Commissioner is  the
Registrar who supervises the registration work in (he District. He is
assisted by 3 tahsildars as sub-registra

IS, one in cach of the 3 tahsils.
Three naib-tahsildars are also assisting the tahsildars in the tahsils. The
registration work in Jalalabad, Abohar, Gury Har Sahai ang Dharamkot

sub-tahsils is done by the naib-tahsildars a5 joint sub-registrars. The
State Government is authorized 10 appoint any Cantonment magistrate
ioint sub-registrar temporarily. The Subdivisional offjcer (civil) in a
tahsil is the ex-officio inspector of Iegistration and he undertakes the

ab, is the head of the
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registration work only when the regular sub-registrar is on leave or away
from the headquarters. He also inspects the work of th? sub-registrar
and of the joint sub-registrar twice a year. Thr‘a' sub-reg1§trar and t'he
Joint sub-registrar do registration work in addition to their own d.utles
and, thus, get honorarium @Rs 50and Rs 35 per mensem respectively.

The sub-registrar registers the documents p_ertaining to the properties
situated within his jurisdiction. The registrar is, h'ow?ver, empoweer to
register any document from any tahsil of t}?e District. .The reglztr;;
hears appeals and applications preferred to him unfler sections 72 an.
of the Indian Registration Act (XVI) of 1908 against refusal to register
documents by the sub-registrars under him.

The following statement shows the numbers of registered documents,
the value of property transferred and receipts in the District, from 1972-73

to 1979-80:
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Number and description of registered dccuments and the value of the property transferred in the Firczpur District during 1972-73 to 1978-79

292
FIROZPUR .
g ‘ | Excise Tax.—For the implementation of the Excise and Taxation
P : _£3 | oo = . o Acts, the District is under the control of the Assistant Excise and Taxation
1 é I gé:m ll = Z’ < _*f Q%% 8 ‘::' Commissioner, Firozpur, who is assisted by 10 excise and taxation
£ : = { - ?f: ' _;éf officers, 17 taxation inspectors, 2 district excise inspectors and 8 excise
T I } : E Inspectors, besides the staff of other categories. The District falls under
:g : 3 : S : z o g o n om - = the jurisdiction of the Deputy Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Firoz-
5 : - : | : ? ;: é: o e f 5 l = pur Division, Firozpur.
— - P RV =
:g' l‘ N : E RIS B E The State and Central Excise Acts enforced in the State are :
Ei : égﬂ { o : b= | | = o ; -g The Punjab Excise Act, 1914 ; The Punjab Local Option Act,
!‘ : % pg : : b :_ia 1923 ; The Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930 ; The Punjab Molasses
i ?3 ‘5 . : | [ & Control Act, 1948 ; The Indian Power Alcohol Act, 1948 ; and The
‘;‘ e 1 ré 2 | : 323 o \ s Medicinal and Toilet Preparations (Excise Duties) Act, 1955.
‘ 5 532 | | T8 882882 3
gl ER { ” : = T8 g E 2 g ;i } 3 Sales Tax—~The sales tax is levied under the Punjab General Sales
ﬁ < : - : : e L | g Tax Act, 1948, which repealed the Punjab General Sales Tax Act, 1941,
| ?}:—g % R I‘ g 5 Cne e s t é onl May 1948.
© | | 58 & % w = E’: < - Passengers and Goods Tax.—This tax has becn levied under the
| . } ! A E’ Punjab Passengers and Goods Tax Act, 1952, with effect from 1
éi : : o - . =S September 1952, on all fares and freights with respect to passengers
gg e % % g 3 R S - 3 carried and goods transported in motor-vehicles in the Punjab. The
} : =G g rate of tax has been enhanced from time to time. Since 6 April 1978,
| | = the rate of tax has been 35 per cent of the fare and freight. In the same
Tg i - ;’ 282 5 e 2 o E year, the annual rate of tax per truck was Rs 1,050 in the plains.
N N &l L
" : | = 8 2 E ;‘ 0;3‘ ; g‘ g Entertainment Tax.—The Punjab Entertainments Tax (Cinema-
| { 8 tograph Shows) Act, 1954, came into force on 4 May 1954. The tax
é ?é : - 5 I ] = o= % is levied for every show on the number of occupied seats of a cinema.
g N ‘é : |‘ by E The Act provides that the tax shal! not exceed Rs 1.50 per show in any
§° g : : % case and shall be charged proportionately for a fraction of 100  seats.
3 :‘? 5| : o o 2} Entertainments Duty.—The Punjab Entertainments Duty Act, 1955,
-§ El 'é_ - | a9 g § 2329 repealed the Punjab Entertainments Duty Act, 1936, with effect from 4
z S1E | : = 8 % 9 ;{ =g November 1955. The rates of duty are changed from time to time.
SRR { o According to Notification No. S.0. 23/P.A. 16/55/53/78, dated 3 May
‘§§_ " : { " oo o 1978, the rate of entertainments duty, including that on complementary
égg “ = e e e o tickets, shall be 125 per cent of the payment for admission to any entertain-
3 g ° } ments to which to persons are ordinarily admitted on payment,
Central Sales Tax.—The Central Sales Tax Act, 1956, which came
into force in January 1957, provides for the levying of tax on sales effected
. : J in the course of inter-State trade and commerce. The States have been
g - authorised to adminster this tax on behalf of the Government of India,
| ;\ i E f 5, ® o g The entire collections are appropriated by the States.
[ 228858588
T e
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(if) Central Sources of Revenue

Ce LXx¢ise {
patials isnitr:aéhs:;;.v;fchungv_-—Thc A.ssistant‘ Collector, Central Excise,
o heparee of 1: entral Excise Patiala Division, Patiala, which
The Firompus oo ,i Irozpur, Sangrur, Patiala and Bathinda districts.
Conteal Fogtee, s w; under 1?1e supervision of the Superintendent,
, » WNO supervises one sector offjce of the Firozpur

District, located at Abohar
’ . Th o
Inspector, Central Excise, Abohare sector office is looked after by the

The main sources of the ce
cellulosic spun yarn, non-cellulosic
etc.

ntral excise duty in the District are:
Spun yarn, fancy yarn, gold-dealers,

The Acts, under which the du
Excise and Salt Act, 1944; The Prod
other Handloom Industries
Cloth) Act, 1953, The Cotton

ty is collected, are: The Central
Devempl:::n(t?ess Ac.tz 1966; The Khadi and

. (Additional Excise Duty on
Fal')rlcs (Additional Excise Duty) Act, 1957,
Excise (Goods of Special Importance), Act,

Income Tax.—It is levied under
replaced the Indian Income Tax Act, 1
is the best possible equitable means
Gcl))Yernment expenditure, Income, abo
subject to certain exemptions, is taxed at a i

progressive rate. The

income tax is levied in accordance wi
with the ified i ;
Act of the relevant year passed by Parliamzflis Ppecitied in the Finance

the Income Tax Act, 1961, which
922, 0on 1 April 1962. This tax
of distributing the burden of
Ve a certain specified level and

Wealth Tax.—1t is levied under the Wealth Tax Act, 1957. 1t i
, . is

dividual and 5 Hinduv undivided

Gift Tax.—The tax is levied und
gifts made after the date of the enforcem
if the total value of the gift (movable
specified by the Finance Act passed by

e the Gift Tax Act, 1958, on all
ent of the Act (i.e. | April 1958),
Of Immovable) exceeds the limit
Parliament in a particular year.

Estate Duty.—The Estate Duty Act 195
October 1953. The duty is leviable on the ,st
this date.  For the levying of the estate d
falls under the jurisdiction of the Assistan
Patiala,

3, was enforced on 15
ates of persons dying after
uly, the Firozpur District
t Controller of Estate Duty,
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The collections from the Central source of revenue in the Firozpur
District from 1975-76 to 1979-80 are given below:

Year Central Income  Wealth Gift Estate
excise tax tax tax duty
duties
Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs

1975-76 6,01,047 —_— —_ — 1,42,000
1976-77 6,73,480  51,06,000 2,20,000 36,000 —
1977-78 19,88,493  76,39,000 2,58,000 44,000  3,28,000
1978-79  57,99,255  84,57,000 6,99,000 38,000  3,12,000
1979-80 99,583,049  87,39,000 4,49,000 50,000  3,75,000

(Source: Superintendent, Central Excise Moga; Income Tax Officer,
Firozpur and Assistant Controller of Estate Duty, Jalandhar)




CHAPTER XI1I
LAW AND ORDER AND JUSTICE

(a) Incidence of Crime in the District

The Firozpur District presents inherently typical features, which
have a rational bearing on the intrinsic assessment and appreciation
of the prevailing statc of crime. The close proximity of Pakistan affords
ample opportunities to the criminal elements to indulge in “hit-and-run®
tactics with impunity. This District, which is notoriously
abounds in party factions, blood feuds and extremely impulsiv
and revengeful outlook among the rural folk, indicatin
of the spirit of “forgive and forget™.

criminal,
¢, violent
ga complete negation

To some extent, smuggling exists on all land b
the world. In the beginning, it was
the partition of the country.
because it was on a very smal

orders throughout
considered a normal corollary of
In early stages, smuggling could be tolerated

I scale and was only confined 1o articles of
daily household usc. The unscrupulous businessman

at a stage was tempt-
ed to make profit out of it,

He availed himself of the scrvices of those
who could risk their lives in crossing to the other side, by stages,

exchange of cloth and other items of minor importance, the racket
ped into the smuggling of gold from across the borde
currency from this side. This illicit trade assum
1956, when on account of ad ministrative 1
border, their currency started depreciati
started appreciating. Unscrupulous

exploiting this difference in value, and
being smuggled into Pakistan,
exchange for our currency,
international money market

from the
develop-
r in exchange for the
cd great dimensions in
axityon the other side of the
ng in value and our currency
elements on  both sides started
the foreign gold, which was
started being smuggled into India in
which was held at a premium in the
and was being smuggled out of India.
There was no doubt that smuggling was going on, but, in 1957, politi-
cal parties started making capital out of ijt. In June 1957, a regular
campaign was started against smuggling and smugglers.

The District is notorious for illicit dj
of opium from across the border. S
District police at short intervals to ¢
leggers and the moonshiners,

stillation and for the smuggling
pecial Campaigns are launched by the
urb the activities of distillers, boot-

The inhabitants of the District are also very fond of keeping arms
and, sometimes, even undesirable elements succeed in getting licences.
Hunger for illicit arms is also quite common in the District. The District
Police recovers illicit weapons, and the frequent screening of licences also
helps to keep the law and order situation under control,

R e e
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The work of the police has been rcfu'iered {urther diﬁcult ?S-a fef‘ll}:
of certain political changes and the abO]lil(?n of non—oﬁiaa'l aiehms’iluus
as honorary magistrates, zaildars and'sufaz‘d])oshs. They 1;1 t e (‘));e\t/hese
regime, were strong pillars of admimstr.atlon and t.he abo lttlm:, o
agencies deprived the police administratlo.n' of an l‘mp(?“and § pp‘?{ oshs
its work in the rural areas. With the abo_lmon of zaildars an suﬁ;I p and’
the morale of the lambardars and chowkidars also has g;])ne ver:ﬁzt l:):r o
they no longer enjoy either the old stz'itus or the1 c? djnczto R e
villagers. Consequent upon the establishment of the arln miheir ﬁ{u ot
Punjab, the sarpanches and panche§ are e?(pected t'O 2ay aintenance of
in the day-to-day work of the administration and in the m

law and order.

i imes etc. in the District
i egarding the trend of various crim ’
durirgnlgzat; lg980 mz%y be had from the following table :

0 14 S Crim h 1S Ct,
u I) l T T e(' ~ase: relating to various ¢ es in the F“OZD“T ]) tri
Number o cp t cases t

Year
Head of erime TTio7a 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980
*I« U/ilﬂllgnr}lgs?‘cas;es_libg*——;); _‘ﬂ;SAO‘- 981 1,034 952 752 835
1 I\:u:dcrs .. 63 61 47 62 59 47 61
2 Dacoity 1 —; —4 ——3 ~1 : 4
ie .. 3 2
: ::rbgl:::::ss .. 105 110 116 142 11; 8: jj
— 1 3

: :ll:ft:s 145 185 141 158 153 107 132
8 Cattle-lifting .. 11 9 10 —:/' : j —5—
e w w w m owow
! Off;?lc(‘f:;eré?:{lla?vca] .. 4,338 4,246 4,348 4,719 5,205 5,804 €571

12 Motor-vehicle accidents 52 59 48 45 59 73 63

(Source : Senior Superintendent of Police, Firozpur)
The notable categories of crimes are described below:

Murd Murder, a dreadful crime, is the brutal way of quenching
one’ tut: e:. for one’s, enemy’s blood. Personal enmities, blood feuds,
dir:;lsltes 1:)sver land and water and sex relations mainly account for the
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commission of this crime. There are no set motives
under the influence of which the criminals resort
It varies with

or circumstanccs,

to this type of crime.
individuals, their education and other environments.

Timely preventive action, at times, acts as a useful and healthy safeguard
against this crime. Mostly, this crime results from sudden disputes, domes-
tic troubles and sex relations. In such cases, any kind of vigilance of pre-
ventive action will not have any deterrent effect. Uneducated people
attach no value to human life and they chop off the heads of one another
like fodder at the slightest provocation under the lust for revenge. To
satisfy the human instinct of blood for blood, the aggrieved party resorts
to direct action and the murders multiply. Once the game is started, itg
chain of revengeful actions often continues for decades, despite strict
surveillance by the local police. The rural areas of the Firozpur District

are predominantly inhabited by Rai Sikhs, Bishnois and Jat Sikhs
have no regard for public justice. They, by

trifling matters and resort to this heinous crim
The fact that Firozpur is a border district pr
easy chance to dispose of the corpses and al
of escape from the clutches of law.

who
tradition, get excited over-
¢ at the slightest provocation.
ovides these criminals with an
so offer them a good chance

Dacoity.—When five or more persons conjointly commit or attempt
to commit a robbery, or when all the persons conjointly committing or
attempting to commit a robbery, and the persons present and aiding such
commission or attempt, are five or more, every person so Committing,
attempting or aiding, is said to commit dacoity. So a dacoity is a robbery

The preparation to commit dacoity is also an
ling at dusk by the anti-dacoity staff in the affe
tion ofarms licences of undesirable persons
effective in bringing the crime under this head

offence. Vigorous patrol-
cted areas and the cancella-

have proved to be greatly
to normal.

Robbery.—Extensive patrolling at dusk g
in the affected areas and the grant of ar
the crime under this head under control.

nd frequent naka bandis
ms to the public have brought

Burglary.—There was much luctuation i
in the District during 1974—80. The

cases is no doubt high, but there are certain
to the successful investigation of these cases.
in the rural areas and even in cities that when a burglar takes place, the
people from the neighbourhood gather on the spot aimlessly as if a tamasha
(a game) is being held there. In their anxiety to show lip sympathy to the

It is a common experience
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victims, they obliterate all the possible clues which the ?u‘l:;;ttss III;?YS::;C_
left at the place of the crime. In some cases,'the compall e
cions on innocent persons on account of _thelf persona ezderycontrol.
Vigcorous efforts are made to bring the situation u . '
putes. . 80 olice at dusk, the enforcement of preventive actions
PatrO]lmg‘by tlh()e9 l;(I)O Cr. P.C., thikri pehra, the rounding up of urlltra.ced
tl:n;lerhSeC“tOe‘;: anci their t.horough interrogation, intelligent 1nvest1gat1(;1n
a:d CSL:IC?eCssful prosecutions have kept the incidence of burglaryin the

District under control.

jotil Riot is the use of force for violence by an unalwful'assembly
b r by any member thereof in the prosecution of the
ommon bic persorllxs :) assembly. Personal rivalries and disputes‘ over
B o :re the main causes of riots, generally occurring in
B wome:;entary submission to impulse at times takes such a
rl'lral e moen reventive action has no deterrent effec.t. .The lapse
vm]'em tumltcljlzzvflvpasl.:»ions, after which parties patch up their differences.
(\;\Ei:Lmt;:OrZsult that conviction under this head is poor.

i i ake dishonestly any movable pro-
Theﬂ.*Whoe:)::;slslil(:ing:;gr);op:rson without that person’s‘ co.nsent
P e;tz (]):.lt Oitﬂ;vg, is said to commit theft. There was t:[l:ctfxat‘x;m ::x:: t};ef
e ane : istrict during 1974 to 1980. The inciden
oo Oci tti]it;:ntg;D(lisr:nlc;g(i)l)“;?lgcl 332 (in 1970). Th?fts in rural
theft ranes ?trict are few because, firstly, the village abadis are sn.lall
e o 'the ];Its nts know each other and, secondly, the ru‘ral populano.n
fmd the 10 l11aof’f The patrolling at dusk and syst?matlg na.ka bandis
o ge}?er::ze:fc poir;ts are mainly responsible for keeping this crime under
onthes
eftective con‘t f<?1- The incidence of crime under cattle-lifting predo¥ninates
Cattle-"f""g-'"hen people generally keep their animals in tht?lr fields
in the rmjal . The villagers generally remain busy in agrlculture.ll
in the.ramy Seas(;m.not pay proper attention to keep watch over t.helr
operations a0¢ i 0e the cattle generally graze in the jungle and the mem'flls,
animals. I8 dailtldmt:) graze them do not take much interestin looking
o are de they are pajdstowr-seeges. The cattle often go as?ra'y
after them beeauss vedp in the rural areas, it is
stolen cattle at night

es falling under this
uction are, in fact,
Iting in the lovers’

head come under the Y
elopements climaxed b | i

flight,
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Cheating. —Simple-minded people are cheated by the lure of getting
their money doubled or by the false promises of cnabling them to buy
landed property. The changing of brass into gold, obtaining of fertilizers
by forging the signatures of others, ete. are the methods adopted by
the cheat. So long as the people do not pull themselves out of the
materialistic concept of life, this offence is not expected to  vanish
gether because cheats have developed
deceiving simple-minded persons,

alto-
.the tendency to become rich by

Offences under Local and Special Laws—The crime under this head
comprises cases of public nuisance and those under the Indian Armsg Act,
1878; the Punjab Excise Act, 19145 the Opium Act, 1878; the Public
Gambling Act, 1867; the Essential Commoditics Act, 19555 the Indian
Railways Act, 1890 and the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1947,

Incidence of Motor Vehicle Accidents.— With the r
population, there is much congestion on the roads
the increase in the number of accidents.

Roud Traffic.—Besides the Indign Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, scctions
279, 337, 338 and 304-A of the Indian Penal Code, the Punjab Munici-
pat Act 1911, and the Municipal By-laws, the stage Carriages Act wVI
of 1861, the Police Act, 1888, the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act,
XI of 1890, the Punjab Motor Vehicle Taxation Act, 1925, the Hackney
Carriage Act, 1879, regulate the road traffic,

The prosecutions launched
during 1974to 1980 are given

apid growth of
and it has resulted in

in the District under the various Acig
in the following statement :

Prasecutions launched under various Acts in the F

~—

irozpur District during 1974 80

——

Year
Name of the Ac.

o ’ ’ 1978 1979 j9gp
U lodian Penal Code .. 1,897 1,740 1,905 2.095 2,135 1,597 1.616
2 Municipal Act and

Municipal Bye-laws

3 State Carriage Act

4 Police Act 140 155 — 37

41 76 45
5 Prevention of Cruelty
to animal Acy

— — 1 —
6 Punjab Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act . 4,042 6,649 3,758

2,202 935 1,636 3,768
7 Hackney Carriage Act — — . - . _ _

(Source: Senior Superintendent of Police,

Firozpy 1)

1974 1975 1976 1777 1978 gne T T
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(b) History and Organization of Police
History of Police i in the Punjab in the modern
The organization of the Police force In e B i wart o
sense of the term started with the advent of the.Brms ! hlrtlhe . p o e
country. The police administration was 9rgamzed wit ¢ Iip e
of a separate officer at the district level, viz. the Slfperl'nten eI;d ;)nce e
The Police system was reorganized from .txr}qe toftlnir;;e1 lilhzcscsc O atice
the recommendations of the Police Comrfusgon o .t;ee of 1995 (which
Commission of 1902, the Punjab Pr?VIHC'al' Commi o £ 1961, ete.
. . t in 1926), the Punjab Police Comr}nssnon.o ; €
submitred 1t re[:jor ¢, the European Officers in the police serv'nce left Indlé‘l.
Alter Ind.eper:i en:e; large proportion of the superior services and their
They consiituce ?]1 dyu by the promotions from the ranks. More.:over,
paces ha‘d o istitﬁtcd about two-thirds of the police strength in t.he
thc. Mushm§ who C c:'ated to the Punjab (Pakistan). The depleted police
nited Putiad e form the gigantic task of combating the unprecedented
force had 1hus. 0 rl)j(:ms which attended the partition of the countr'y and the
laW-and.-Ord?f pmf the members of the communities from each side of. the
g]asds mlgrlz:r:lr(r)x:d(i)ate steps were, however, taken to make up the serious
order.
deficlency n the tp (;l;c:hefogss;graphical location of the Firozpur‘Distr?ct
on t}:g 1:1;0?;:;?;@ border, its strategic importance from the pohge p(;};l;
. t be over emphasized. The utmost anq unrelfante poli
O‘f 1ane CE‘mfll.: uired to be maintained for action 'flgamst spies, agents,
:;lgalcliglcl:slindqsmugglers from across the international border.
Organization of Police‘ ini ion, the Firozpur District falls
For the purpose of police administration, 5 N
of the Deputy Inspector-General of Po lce-, p
ander the‘ charee The District Police is controlled by the Senior Super‘m-
Ranes FerZf’.UT- Firozpur, who is assisted by one superintendent of police,
?ZZ;T; iﬁ;:riitendents of police, 10 inspectors, 40 sub-inspzlct.ors,Bi(s)i
) b-inspectors, 327 head constables ax?d 1,5?2. copsta ©s. -
o 0 atchmen and chowkidars are in position in all such vxl.
o (o wllags :1“ ve any municipal or notified arca committecs. The thilfn
s s do I;Ortxta:ly basis, is also carried out in the rural areas of the ]?ls-
f:,i:a’ ?rr; i‘;o;rangemcm is of immense help in controlling the crime
agai roperty. _ ‘
dgd“};}tlep]gri?:rtiit 211122 all)wags been notorious fc?r ?he high i'n(?ldentc.vz Ofoiﬂft‘:;
both against persons and propcrty}.‘ Tltu:t cor::n;zlc }?il:ijr::lrtar; :harge o
istrict i i into various policg-stations, Uk
zs;gic:elrsksrl::vtvs zs the station house officer, who is ordinarily of the rank
of a sub-inspector.
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The present strength of the police in the District is given in the fol-
lowing statement -
Police Strength in the Firozpur District as on 31 March 1981

Senior  Superin- Deputy Inspec- Sub- Assis- Head Consta-
Superin- tendents Superin- tors Inspec- tant  Consta- bles

tendents  of tendents tors Sub- bles

Po(l)ifce Police Po(l)ifce {3:5 “
Civil Police T
Permanent .. 1 1 4 8 37 8 239 1,305
Temporary .. — — 2 2 — 18 73 149
Armed Police.
Permanent .. — — —_ — 1 i 7 63
Temporary .. — — — — — — — —
Mounted Police
Permanent ., — — — — 2 1 8 65
Temporaty .. —~ — — — — . —_ —
Prosecution Staff
Permanent .. — — — _— —_ — — —_
Temporary .. — — — — — . — —

Total .. 1 L6 10 % s o 1z
- (Sourc: T—

Senior Superintendent of Police, Firozpur)
The number of police

-stations and police posts in each tahsil
subdivision, as on 31 Marc

h 1981, is given below :

Tahsil/ Number Police-stationg Police-posts/
Subdivision of outposts
villages
Fitozpur .. 470 | Citv Fimo

City Firozpur Railway Colony,

Firozpur
2 Sadar Firozpur P

3 Cantonment

Canal Colony,
Firozpur

Firozpur
4 Ghall Khurd

5 Mamdot
6 Guru Har Sahaj

——— e
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Tahsil/ Number  Police-stations P(;)Lllitc;)eo-gtzst s/
Subdivision villaogt;s
Zira .. 387 1 Zira City Zira
2 Dharmkot City Dharmkot
3 Makhu Canal Colony, Makhu
4 Mallanwala
Fazilka .. 315 1 City Fazilka City Jalalabad
2 Sadar Fazilka Arniwala
3 City Abohar
' 4 Sadar Abohar
5 Khuyan Sarwar
6 Jalalabad

Civil Police.—Civil police is used fer duty at Fhe.police-statio'ns. Th'ere
are 16 police-stations and 7 police-posts in thc_e District. Ee.lch pohce-sti;non
is under the charge of a police officer, known as the station house officer,
assisted by one or more assistant sub-inspectors., a hez'id constable, a
moharrir and a number of constables, a]located.to it., Itisthe d.uty otj the
station house officer to maintain peace in his ~ circle as well as to investigate
offences occurring within his jurisdiction.

Punjab Armed Police.—This force became permanent with cﬁ"ect’ fror.n
23 November 1948, and was named the ‘Provincial Armed Police’. It is
kept in the Reserve Police Lines and is posted for duty whenever afnd'where.-
ever any contingency arises. It performs the escort duty for bringing ;'m-
soners from the jail to the courts and taking them back. Armed police-
men are also used as guards at the government treasuries: ?‘hey a}re also
deputed for patrolling and combating dacoits. In the District, this force
consists of 1 sub-inspector, 1 assistant sub-inspector, 7 head constables and
63 constables.

Mounted Police.—This force is kept in the Reserve Police Lines and at
different police-stations. It is used to maintain law and order, to paixtfol
roads, to round up dangerous gangs and to disperse crowds. Its training
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13, In such circumstances, similar to that ol thearmed police. Under this

force, there are 2 subinspectors, 1 assistant sub-inspector, 8 head  cons-
tables and 65 constables in the District

‘ ngll.aflce Police.-—-One Superintendent of Police is in charge of a unit
of the Vigilance Polie

: ¢, 1s posted at the District headquarters.  He 18
assnst'ed by 1 deputy superiniendent of police, 2 inspectors, 2 sub-inspectors,
1 ass.\.stant sub-inspector, 1 head constable and 14 constables. The main
v fun?uon of the vigilance staiT js to deteet corruption by c¢ither laying traps
against corrupt officers and officials or making cnquiries into the comp-
laints entrusted to them, ‘ |

' 'Ranlway Police.—The railway police is not allotted to any particular
district, but is a part of a separate State or
Assistant Inspector-Gcncral, Gover
headquarters at Patiala.
according to the sections

committed in railway trai

ganization, working under the
nment Railway Police, Punjab, with
The circles of the Railway Police are formed
of railway lines on which they control crime
ns and within the railway premises.

: 'ljhe headquarters of the Government Railway Police, through which
the Cr.lme on stations in the Firozpur District is controlled, are situated at
the Firozpur Cantonment. The staff posted in the District comprises 1

sub-inspector, 1 assistant sub-inspector, 5 head constables and 24 consta-
bles.

Excise Police Staff.—The staff strength of the Excise Police in the
District consists of 2 sub-inspectors, 10 head constables and 46 constables.
The whole Excise Police staff is on deputation from the main strength of
the Policc Department.

Village Police.—The institution of chowkidari is very old. Even
in the remote past, every village had one such official, who received a share
from each cultivator’s produce as his remuneration. The chowkidari
formed the lowest rung of the police organization, as he supplied informa-
tion of offences ccmmitted in the villzge to the police.

This system has now gone weak because the poeple are gencrally averse
to thikri pehra and have an impression that it is the responsibility of the
police alone for maintaining law and order. Thus there is very little co-
operation from the people in village-patrolling, The Punjab Gram Pan-
chayat Act, 1952, has, however, authorized the panchayats to raise their own

voluntary forces for the maintenance of law and order within their juris-
diction.
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Trackers.—The class of professional trackers, known as khoji still
continues to exist in the Firozpur District and  contributes to the society
and administration the utility of their art of establishing the identity of the
criminals from footprints. These trackers track the hoof marks of stray
and stolen cattle and also track criminals belonging to their neighbouring
villages and of a neighbouring district by following the trail of prints left
behind by them. When a theft takes place, the trackers are summoned
either by the sufferer or by the police or any other administrative unit to
help them to locate the guilty.

The method of comparison of footprints is mostly based on Locard’s
principle, i.¢. when two things come into contact, they are bound to leave
their impact on cach other and exchange certain distinguished characteris-
tics. In this case, certain principal features of the parts of the foot and
gait, i.e. the step length, the walking line, the direction line, the angle of
steps, the shape, breadth, foot line, etc. are taken  into account for judging
whether the person or animal is Jame, was carrying weight or not, etc. and
thus, for eventually establishing the identity of the criminals beyond doubt.

Most of the trackers come from Bauria, Rai Sikh, Kamboj, Jat
Sikh and Jhiwar communities of the Punjab. Their efforts are rewarded
by the Police Department and by the complainants. The trackers also
get due recognition under the Punjab Laws Act of 1872, under which,
vide section 41, trackers, in carrying on tracks, may call for assistance
from any headman or watchmen of the village, to the immediate vicinity
of which is punished under section 42 of the Act # he refuses to give
such assistance forthwith.

Punjab Home Guards

The Punjab Home Guards Act was passed in 1948, It was first
known as the Home Defence, Punjab. Lateron, it was rechristened
as the Punjab Voluntary Corps. Now it is called the Punjab Home
Guards.

Every State and Union Territory has its own organised civil defence
corps. They are ready to take on any thing from firstaid and fire-
fighting to supervising rescue operations and standing in, during trouble
to maintain communications. The training period of the Home Guards
is 100 hours, stretched over holidays and Sundays and after working
hours, They are drilled in fire-fighting, life-saving techniques, first aid,
ambulance-driving, self-defence and traffic control. Even ijn times of
Peace, the Home Guards are not forgotten. During the natural
calamities, such as floods or epidemics, it is the Home Guards, who
man the relief operations.
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The Punjab Home Guards was organised in the District in 1961.
The District Commander, Punjab Home Guards, Firozpur, is the head
of this organisation at the District level to control the urban and rural
establishments, composed of 8 urban companies and 10 rural com-
panies, consisting of 110 jawans in every company. The urban boys
are functioning in the following urban towns of the District :

1 Firozpur City

2 Firozpur Cantonment
3 Fazilka
4 Abohar

The rural companies are organised in the development blecks of
the District.

The District Commander is assisted by 1 deputy commander, 5
company commanders, 10 platoon commanders, 1 havildar clerk, 6
havildar instructors, besides the other allied class I111/1V staff.

(¢) Jails and Lock-ups

Jails in India in the comparatively modern sense may be said to be 8
creation of the nineteenth century. Long before that, the usual modes
of punishment were fines, confiscation of property, branding, mutilation,
banishment,beheading, immuring in dungeons, or planning death by using
wild animals or snakes, Lord Macaulay in 1835 drew the attention of the
Pirectors of the East India Company to the terrible conditions prevail-
ing in the Indian Jails. A committee was appointed, and its report
came out in 1838. Pursuant to its recommendations, the first Inspector-
General of Prisons was appointed in Uttar Pradesh in 1844 and the first
Central Prison came into existence in Agra in 1846. The great Jand-

mark in the prison administration i3 the sixth All-India Jail Committee
of 1919-20.

The prison administration in India js a State subject. Rules and

; . . seen the sordid side of prison life and
experienced its hardships and humiliation. A frer independence, tremen-
’

dous changes l}ave been affected in the working of the jails and the States
seem to vie with one another in introducing jail reforms

There is a Central Jai‘l at Firozpur ang jai
1 a Sub- i i
there is a lock-up 'attached to each o ks, Besides

. police stati it i
by the Police Department. lon, and it is controlled
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Central Jail, Firozpur.—The Central Jail is .situated on the Ma'tll Road
near the Punjab Roadways Bus Stand, F'lrozp‘ur City. 1t is under
the charge of the Superintendent Jail, _who is assisted by one d.eputy
superintendent (Jail), one deputy supermten.dent (t"actory), 7 asmsltar;(t
superintendents, 3 welfare officers, 2 medical Offlf:ers, 1 head c;r ,
assisted by 10 clerks, 1 accountant, 25torekeeper's, 2 dispensers, 1 'teac c;,
12 head warders, 98 warders, 1 matron, besides other technical an

class IV staff.

The total admissions during the year and the average daily popula-

tion in the Central Jail, Firozpur during 1975 to 1980 are given in the

following table :

1979 1980

T L e om0

1 Tmal admissions during 5712 6.850 5,248 6073 7434 6383
€ yoar .. o/ 14 '

2 Azeﬁ‘g"d““’ popula- 61 131277 1,159-00 1,08000 96353 87931
10] o Loa ’

{(Source : Superiniendent, Central Jai}, Firozpur)

The maximum daily population of the prisoners in the Central Jail,
Firozpur, during 1980 was 1,225.

The number of convicted prisoners, released on different grounds,
during 1975 to 1980 is given in the following table :

—~—

Number of

Year ey
Tlo7s 876
1976 864
1977 712
1978 724
1979 : - 812
1980 520

(Source : Superintendent, Central Jail, Firozpur)

7
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Education and Recreational and Medical Facilities
There are two teachers to
teacher is paid by the Gover
Crime Prevention Society,
lessons in the Jail to enable

teach the prisoners inside the jail.  One
nment and the other is paid by the District
Firozpur. Illiterate prisioners are given
them to write their names, send letters home
and read those received by them. They are occasionally examined by
the Block Education Officer and are issued literacy certificates. 1 cctures
on moral, social and religious subjects are
There is a library in the Jail and books are issued 1o them, so that they
may read them in their sparc time.  The District Public Relations Officer,
Firozpur supplies from time to time instructional and informative
pamphlets and other material for the benefit of the prisoners.

also arranged for the prisoners.

The jail has a 16-mm projector and the prisoners are shown full-
length pictures and news-reels every month, The jail has also a dramatic
club.  After one or two months, dramas are staged. Cinema shows
are also arranged by the District Publjc Relations Officer, Firozpur.
There is also provision for games, such as kabady; and volley-ball for the
prisoners.  Matches are held off anq on in the jail. The Welfare Officer
of the jail has been entrusted with the job of arranging cultunl and .
creational programmes for the prisoners inside the jail.

There are two whole-time medicaj officers and two dispenscrs in the
jail to look after the health of the prisoners. The prisoners, suffering
o minor imens, are treat Cases of serious

small-pox,
Canteen

A canteen was started in the jail in 1961 on co-operative basis, with
the funds subscribed by the prisoners. It meets the daily needs of the

prisoners, such as sugar, biris, biscuits and articles of toilet. Articles
are purchased directly from the dealers

on a nominal profit. The prisoners are j

daily requirements from the canteen at fj This system is very
useful to the prisoners and it has done away witp the profit which formerly
went to the contractor.

Panchayat Syster
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i i s elect through votes the members
nto the Central ’Ja(ljl.th;f ;eeﬁlr;sfsnz‘st}iepanchaya&t elect their sgrpanch.
o ihe I"‘”"]’”}:a’ " t food articles, draw ration from the stores and su.pep
T.he r'nembers. mspt’t; X also manage the sanitation of the jail. Be.mdcs,
o, ltS‘COOng'. i ]ft)i/es and grievances of the prisoners to thc. 1'1<‘)t1ce of
th'cy o t'h'e d‘ff‘c;:‘ system has created a sense of responSJb'xhty. ?nd
- amhomlilsl.e ;’)I;islts)ne};s, and has been of great value in maintaining
trust among

discipline.

Jail Industries

i ies carrie in the Central Jail, Firozpur, a_r.e carpent.ry,
the Thlf'md:)l; t;i‘i;:f:;:j Ztlzlnin hemp, ban'lb.oo”chicks, textiles, -dumzz
vage mg' il ,kes tags and laces training in poultry, fagmng a}
dr'ugg'ets, b -Caa e’number of prisoners employed in these.lndu§trles,
taltlolﬂng.du];ilif)x?vae;dgthe gross profit during 1974 t01980 are given in the

otal pro

following table :

Daily average Production Gross Profit

year of prisoners (Rs) (Rs)
working in
the factory
34398 5,52,924 55,292
1974
381-57 6,23,849 62,385
1975
509 -39 5,35,665 53,567
1976 ’
51292 6,39,691 63,969
1977}
349 93 6,15,324 61,532
1978
261 -96 6,11,536 61,153
1979
713 10,62,825 1,06,222
1980 23

(Source : Superintendent, Central Jail, Firozpur)
Official and Non-Official Visitors

The occasional visits by the officials and non-officials. to the Ja?11~ lfre
very beneficial to the jail administration and also to the prlsorfers. Th:y
see the prisoners and listen to their request and complaints. y
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also see whether all the ryles and regulations are being observed by the
jail authorities. This is a usetul institution as it provides the prisoners

with opportunities to approach the public to let them know what is hap-
pening behind the walls of the jails.

Sub-Jail, Fazilka.~—Formerly, a judicial lock-up, managed by the
Police Department, was converted into a sub-jail with effect from 12
December 1957, Situated on the Firozpur-Fazilka road, near the local
courts, it is under the control of {he Sutdivisional Magistrate, wto is
its part-time Supeintendent. He js assisted by the supervisory staff com-
prising an assistant superintendent, a head warder and 10 warders,

The total admissions to the sub
The average daily populatior? was
on any one day was 172 durin
prisoners, released on different o

-jail during 1976 to 1980 were 7,824.
47.33 and the maximum population
2 1980. The number of convicted
unds during 1976 to 1980 was 915.
A radio-set has been provided in the sub
prisoners. One daily newspaper is also
prisoners, who need medical treatment,

-jail for the re-creation of the
provided for the prisoners. The
are sent to the Cjvi] Hospital.

District Crime Prevention Society, Firozpur.—Formed in 1939, the
District Crime Prevention Society, Firozpur, is doing commend
for the welfare of the prisoners at the Central Jail, Firozpur.
ners are provided with reading and writing materials, such as copy-books,

pencils, slates, and primers, out of the society’s funds. Cultural and
recreational programmes are arranged fo

A part-time teacher has also been provided

able work
The priso-

Dictrict Probation Off icer, Firoz
1958, came into force in the Firoz
bation officer was posted here.

Pur.—The Probation of Offenders Act,
pur District in 1967, when a district pro-
The District Probation Officer i under
the control of the Chief Probatio

n Officer, Chandigarh, who is under the
overall administrative control of the Inspector-General of Prisons, Punjab,
Chandigarh.

The Probation of Offenders Act, 1
measure for Judicial offenders (below 2
irrespective of their ages. To save such
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Whenever a juvenile or first offender is br.ought bCfOf; tl;e cgu:ito‘:lg;‘
§ ‘harge for which the benefit of probation under the Proba
bOl:l'lC chars 1958, can be given to the offenders and, as soon as the
Oﬂendc'rs Act, b ’thc police, the court asks for pre-sentence report from
"hu”w.? 1s,.put P }; n Officer. In return, the District Probation Officer
the DlStr'ICt,Pmbd ;;)icq without discrimination regarding the offender’s
makes direct cn?uCCdC:mS his social and environmental conditions, Fhe
c‘haractter and :‘]:] rccircum;tanccs of his family, the circumstances in which
financial and ;_)_ c was committed and any other fact which t.he court has
thc alleged o.f °n‘ff.: Keeping in view the gravity of the crime an.d the
rocied to ‘mgmi)cﬂ'“ender he is released on probation with or without
Chal'aCFC_f " lT}(;osc who a:re released with the condition .to be kept Unflef
SuPchl.Sl.on', laced under the supervision of the Dlst.rlct Proba}tnon
supervision are p in return, performs multifarious duties as a fr.le.nd,
Oﬂ'icer. The ?at(tier, lildc to al; the probationers kept under his supervision.
philosop l?cr dnh g ! ersonal problems and tries to solve them:He chalks out
Helooks mto'l o :3 and tries to improve the behaviour, attitude towards
prope ! pmg.mmnlm racter and morals of the probationers, so that th'ey d_°
society, hablts e He also holds meetings with the probationers in his
mf)ﬁt rcvc:it ;(t) t;relln: (;:sidences in order to watch the progress made by them.
office and «

Probation Officer makes enquiries about the characte.r and
T'he rlof the probationers from respectable persons of the village,
beh:wou(he sarpanch, members of the panchayats, and lambardars.
such as )

The following table shows the number of prisoners released on proba-
€

Under Without Social
Yeur supervision supervision investigation
reports

1973-74 89 215 2
1974-75 %6 17 1
197576 34 853 2
1976-77 75 504 4
1977-78 80 529 6
1978-79 59 426 2
1979-80 101 760 6

(Source : District Probation Officer, Firozpur)
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(d) Organization of Civil and Criminal Courts K
Before the separation of the exceutive from the judiciary, the District
Magistrate, in hig capacity

s head of the District criminal administration,
was ove

rall in charge of {he magistrates and the police. Immediately
under him there was also an additional district magistrate who normally
exercised Section 30 powers.

Besides, there was one or more magistrates
Ist class who disposed of (h

¢ centire criminal work.,

For the disposal of the
ordinate judge
administrative

civil work, there was a separate Senior  sub-
and a number of subordinate judges who were under the
control of the District and Scssions Judge, Firozpur.

Since the separation of the ¢
from 2 October 1964, the
in the District is controlle

xecutive from the judiciary in the State
administration of both civil and criminal justice
d by the District and Sessions Judge, Firozpur.
The organization of the judiciary consists of the District and Sessions
Judge and two additional district and sessions judges at the District head-
quarters.  Under the superintendence of the District and Sessions Judge,
there arc two administrative posts of a chief judicial magistrate and a

senior subordinate judge, who work on the criminal and the civil side res-

pectively, although both of them exercise civil and criminal powers. There
are four judicia] officers at th

¢ District headquarters and they deal with
civiland crimina] cases entrusted to them by the Senior Subordinatc Judge
and the Chief Judicja] Magistrate Tespectively.  Similarly, at the tahsil
level, there are judicial officers who dispose of civil and criminal cascs
upqer the supervision and control of the District and Sessions Judge. The
civil cases are directly instituted in the courts at the tahsil headquarters,
inal cases, separate police stations are allotted

3 at Zira).

: ubordinate Judge of the District and the subordi-
nate judges are, Sometimes, invested

! with additional magisterial powers
temporarily.
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Additional District Judge, Firozpur

On the civil side, the Additional District and Sessions Judge is known
as the Additional District Judge. He hears appeal against the judgements
and decrees of subordinate judges of all classes and hears cases under the
Land Acquisition Act, 1894, and Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

Senior Subordinate Judge, Friozpur

The Senior Subordinate Judge has been invested with the QoWers qt‘
unlimited jurisdiction of civil nature including rent cases, succession cert'x-
ficates, ins‘olvcncy cases, guardian cases and appellate work up to a certain
limit suits under the torts and suits under the Indian Contract Act, 1882.

Sub-Judges First Class

All the sub-judges are subordinate judges. They are invested. with Fhe
powers of unlimited jurisdiction of civil nature in their areas, including
rent cases, succession certificates and others.

The following statement shows the number of cases tried by civil courts
in the District from 1976 to 1980 :

i sti Total Disposed of Balance at
Year g?)l:glr;ﬁc éﬁ;tllrgt:lﬁe for duringthe the close of
previous year disposal year the year
year
1976 2,881 2,726 5,607 2,812 2,795
1977 2,795 2,839 5,634 3,072 2,562
1978 2,562 3,042 5,604 2,892 2,712
1979 12,712 3,036 5,748 3,273 2,475
1980 12,475 3,298 '5,7173 3,002 . 2,771

(Source : Senior Subordinate Judge, Firozpur)

Criminal Justice.—On the criminal side, the administration of justio:e
in the District is handled by the District & Sessions Judge, Firoz;.)ur,' wl?o. is
assisted by 2 additional district and sessions. judges and 11 .chlef Jjudicial
magistrates (4 posted at Firozpur, 4 at Fazilka and 3 at Zira).

With the separation of the executive from the judiciary in the State
from 2 October 1964, the powers of the District Magistrate, on the
criminal side, are vested in the Chief Judicial Magistrate, who is under
the control of the District and Sessions Judge.
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The Chiet Judicia) Ma
all types of cases relating to
the powers of a judicial ma
nile offenders, to re

gistrate and the judicial magistrates

; deal with
crime, ‘

. CXCept security cases.  He is vested with
| g'lstratc, Ist class, i.c., with powers to try juve-
warrants for docum(g)ltrs(’iictlllqvcry ?f lcttcr§ » telegrams, cte., 10 issue search
fo release persons impriso d;:‘ CUst.oFiy of p.ostal o 'telcgraph authorities,
to order police investig: t.ne or failing t.o give sccurity under Section 106,
without complaints tid lOIT n?t‘o a cognizable offence, to cntertain a case
report 4 case fo Hijgh Cotlrl‘rasalectz | cases to a subordinate magistrate, to

o lﬁll;-ilidgla]- magistrates try cases under the Indian Penal Code, 1860,

ja > Excise Act, 1914 ; the Essential Commoditics Act, 1955 : and
other special Acts relating to their police station \ ’ e
to direct warrants to land-hol -
covery of persons wrongfully
during police investigation, to

the ; .
e ézi;eabsedt hconvxc"ts to notify the residences, etc, All criminals appre-
y the police are produced before the judicial magistrate whosc

Jurisdiction the criminals ma

jurisdicti ¥ have been appreh ithi ‘

Jurisdiction the crime may have been comnfilt)ted Frded or within whose
After investigation, the police

magistrates who also act as jlqf

of criminal cases. The Judicial

powers of sub-judges with va

They have the powers
ders, to issue search warrants for the dis-
confined, record statements and confessions
Tecover penalty on forfeited bonds, to order

put ‘thc challans in the courts of Judicial

a m.aglslrates and watch the investigation

m.aglst‘rates have also been vested with the

rying jurisdiction.

With t i i

o heksep:aranon of the executive from the judiciary, the cases of

Crimin); 10; ee(:jpmg Peace and security for good behaviox;r under the

i Zr?rie urce1 iodf:, are tried by the subdivisional ;nagistrates

Ther are, o c:lllled ;;:)lkat’ relating to their respective subdivisions,
. N to perform e ive functi i

(0 the trial of sbewe {405 of oy Xecutive functions, in addition

The following statement
oll shows the number of criminal cas i
by the criminal courts in the District during 19730?‘;1"11;;10“}“35 s

Year
Cases decided

1973

16,770
1974

12,669
1975

14,152
1976

10,910
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Year . Cases decided
1977 10,713
1978 13,596
1979 21,384
1980 20,740

(Source : Chief Judicial Magistrate, Firozpur)

Gram,Panchayat Courts

Under the Punjab Gram Panchayat Act, 1952, certain civil, criminal
and revenue powers are vested in the panchayats. Petty cases of various
categories are disposed of by the bodies. This system has been put into
use to decentralize authority to strengthen the roots of democracy and
lessen the burden of courts. The entrusting of judicial powers to the
panchayats has enhanced their prestige and added to their status. They
are competent to grant bail to a person against a surety of not exceeding
Rs 500.

The criminal jurisdiction of a gram panchayat is confined to the trial
of offences specified in Schedule 1-A and 1-B of the Punjab Gram Pancha-
yat Act, 1952. The panchayats are also competent to take cognizance
suo moto of cases falling under Sections 160, 228, 277, 289, 290, 294 and
510 of the Indian Penal Code and under Sections 3 and 4 of the Funjab
Juvenile Smoking Act, 1918 (or any other Act for the time being in
force). .

With regard to the civil and revenue judicial functions, the panchayats
are competent to try suits for the recovery of movable property or the value
of such property ; suits for money or goods due on contracts or price
thereof ; suits for compensation for wrongfully taking or damaging mova-
ble property ; and suits mentioned in clauses (j), (k), (I) and (n) of Sub-
section (3) of Section 77 of the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (or any other Act
for the time being in force). The panchayat, when trying such suits, is
deemed to be a civil or a criminal or a revenue court, as the the case may be.

The following statement shows the judicial work done by the pancha-
yats in the. District during 1973-74 to 1979-80 :
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Judicial work done by panchayats in the Firozpur District )
1973-74 to 1979-80 rom

Revenye cases 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-19 1979-80

1 Cases pending at the

beginning of the year 186 180 122 66 68 44 16
2 Cases instituted .. 88 52 40 20 11 24 14
3 Cases received by
transfer .. 2 2 — _ _ .
4 Cases transferred from
panchayats and cases
returned for presenta-
tion to courts and
panchayats .. 2 —_ — o .
5 Cases decided .. 94 112 96 18 35 52 13
(a) Cases dismissed .. 21 11 21 7 28 2%
(b) Cases compounded 59 36 68 5 _ _ 10
(c) Cases decreed .. 14 15 7 6 7 16 3
6 Cases pending at the
end of the year .. 180 122 66 68 44 16 7
Criminal Cases
1 Cases pending at the
beginning of the year 4 183 154 118 118 55 38 n
2 Cases instituted .. 197 97 85 37 18 19 .60
3 Cases réceived by
transfer .. 7 2 5 _ 2
4 Cases transferred from — _—
panchayats for presen-
tation to courts and
panchayats .. 2 2 _ — _ N
5 Cases decided .. 231 133 90 100 37 2 7
(a) Cases dismissed .. 37 31 18 3 12 4
(b) Cases compounded 181 92 62 16 2% 14 6
(c) Cases convicted .. 13 10 10 21 1 4 9
6 Cases pending at the
end of the year .. 154 118 118 55

38 34 17

(Source : Director of Rural Development and Panchayaté Pl—l;\]a;b;A*ﬂ
£

(e) Bar Associations
In order to promote and maintain a higher standard of professional
conduct and to encourage and promote the study of scientific law, bar
associations have been formed at all the district and at subdivisiona] 1,1ead.
quarters in the State. These associations look after the interests of their

LAW AND ORDER AND JUSTICE 319

members and render a useful service to the cause of the legal professi

The bar associatioris endeavour to maintain the dignity of the profels;on'
ion,

besides promoting the best possible relations between t

Bar. he Bench and the

These also help the courts in the administration of justice and
mote a sense of respect for law and order in the public mind prer

The B'ar Association, Firozpur, is one of the oldest associations in th
State and is said to have been formed in 1865, Its present strength is 142e
l,ts members took a prominent share in the political, social and culty 1
life of the District and many of them have occupied high judicial positimr:

The Bar Association, Zira, was formed in 1930

. D, 4 and its present st :
is 42. The Bar Association, Fazilka, was formed about the yearre;]gél(;

and its present strength is 119.



CHAPTER X1l
OTHER DEPARTMENTS

In recent times, the role of public administration has been increasingly
expanding to meet the exigencies of planning for a welfare State. Before
Independence, Revenue, Judiciary and Police were the only important
departments. The activities now undertaken by the Punjab Government
are so diverse that a number of departments, which did not exist or play
any significant part in the past, have come up during the post-Independence
period to give effect to, and keep pace with, the growing tempo of develop-
ment work generated by the various nation-building activities implemented
under each successive Five-Year Plan.

The administrative set-up, functions and activities of the departments,
which have not been mentioned elsewhere in the Gazetteer, are dealt with
in the following account :

(a) Public Works Department

The activities of this Department may be mainly divided into drainage,
public health, the construction of buildings and roads, and irrigation.
The jurisdiction of the circles or divisions of the Department is not
necessarily confined to one district. It may extend to more than one district.
However, the circles or divisions, having jurisdiction over the Firozpur
District, are described below :

(i) Superintending Engineer, Drainage Construction Circle, Firozpur

Opened on 13 November 1967, the Drainage Construction Circle,
Firozpur has under it three divisions, viz. the Mechanical Drainage Cons-
truction Division, Firozpur ; the Drainage Construction Division, Firoz-
pur ; and the Golewala Drainage Division, Firozpur, each under an execu-

tive engineer. Its jurisdiction also extends to the Ludhiana District and
portions of the Bathinda and Faridkot districts,

. The Superintending Engineer is assisted by 1 circle head draftsman, 2
divisional head draftsmen, 2 draftsmen, 1 circle superintendent, 1 superin-

tendent grade 1V, besides other ministerial class I and allied class 1V
staff.

The Circle is entrusted with the construction and maintenance of sur-
face water drains, seepage drains and flood protection bunds.

Executive Engineer, Mechanical Drainage Construction Division,
Firozur.—The Division was opened on 8 December 1967. The Executive
Engineer is assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers, 24 sectional officers, 1 divi-
sional accountant, 1 superintendent grade IV, 1 head draftsman and 1
draftsman, besides other ministerial/technical class I1] and class 1V staff.
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The main functions of the Division are to do all the mechanical jobs,
including the work to be done by earth-moving machinery, dewatering for
masonry works, etc. in the entire area under the jurisdiction of the
Drainage Construction Circle, Firozpur.

Executive Engineer, Drainage Construction Division, Firozpur.—Opened
on 5 April 1971, the Drainage Construction Division, Firozpur, is
entrusted with the construction of drainage. The Executive Engineer is
assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers, 24 sectional officers, 1 superintendent
grade 1V, 1 accountant, 1 head draftsman, 2 draftsmen, besides other
ministerial/technical class 111 and class IV staff.

Executive Engineer, Golewala Drainage Division, Firozpur.—Establish-
ed in 1963, this Division is entrusted with the work of anti-waterlogging
and flood control to save the standing crops and village abadis from devas-
tation. Besides, the schemes for linking local depressions of villages and
towns with the main drains are being formulated to give relief to the inhabi=
tants of the District from waterlogging menace and fioods.

The Executive Engineer is assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers, 21
sectional officers, 1 superintendent grade 1V, 1 head draftsman, 1 divi-
sional accountant, besides other ministerial/technical class 111 and misce-
llaneous class 1V staff.

(ii) Executive Engineer, P.W.D., Public Health Division, Firozpur

Started in 1956, the Division is under the administrative control of the
Superintending Engineer, Public Health Cricle (North), Jalandhar City,
The Executive Engineer is assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers, 1 head draf-
tsman, 2 draftsmen, 17 sectional officers, 2 tracers, besides other ministerial/
technical class I1I and class 1V staff,

The main functions of the Division are to execute and maintain the

work of water-supply schemes and drainage schemes, and sanitary instal-
lation works in the buildings of the State Government. Besides, it has

been entrusted with the work of brick-pitching and drainage of model
villages. The work of public-health amenities on behalf of the Central
Government, the M.E.S. authorities and other departments is also executed
and maintained as deposit works,

Execative Engineer, P.W.D. Public Health Division, Abohar

Started in 1971, the Division is under the administrative control of the
Superintending Engineer, Public Health (Rural Water Supply Scheme),
Muktsar. The Executive Engineer is assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers,
1 head draftsman, 2 draftsmen, 16 sectional officers, 2 tracers, besides other
ministerial/technical class III and class IV staff.,
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The main functions of the Division arc to execute and maintain the
work of the water-supply schemes in the villages.

(iii) Superintending Engineer, Firozpur Circle, P.W.D., Buildings
and Roads, Firozpur

. Started on 18 May 1968, this Cricle has three divisions under it,
viz., the P.W.D., Provincial Division, Firozpur; the Construction Division
PWD, Buildings and Roads Firozpur and Construction Division P.W.D.,
Buildings and Roads, Fazilka, each under an executive engineer.

The Superintending Engineer is under the administrative control of

the C'hief Engineer P.W.D. B&R, Punjab, Patiala, Hc is assisted by 1
supermtendent, I superintendent grade 1V, 1 circle head draftsman, .2
aS.SlStant draftsmen, 2 tracers, besides ministerial/technical class 111 and
miscellaneous class 1V staff.

t The main functions of this circle are to cxercise control over the cons-
ru . .
ction and maintenance of buildings and roads under its jurisdicticn.

Executive Engineer, Provincial Division P.W.D. B &R, Firozpur

For.med in aboqt 1953, the Division is entrusted with the construction
and maintenance of public buildings and roads in the District.

.The Executive Engineer is assisted by 3 sub-divisional officers, 13
sectional officers, 1 superintendent grade 1V, 1 divisional accountant, 3

acc.ounts cl.erks, 1 divisional draftsman, 2 assistant draftsmen, and minis-
terial/technical class HI and class 1V staff. ’

Executive Engineer, Construction Division, P.W.D s B&R, Firozpur
. ’

. Startec.i in September 1973, the Construction Division, P W.D., B&R
Flrozp}nr, is en.trusted with the construction of buildings a;d.roéid; The
Executive Englfleer is assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers, 15 se;:tional
officers, 1 superintendent grade 1V, 1 divisional accountant, ’1 head drafts-

3 ’

Executive Engineer, Construction Division, P.W.D., B&R, Fazilka
ey ’

Established in July', 1973, the Construction Division, P.W.D., B&R
Faznlkz.;, is ent.rusted. with the construction of buildings and road; The
Executive Engineer is assistcd by 3 sub-divisional officers, 12 sect.iomll
» 1 divisional accountant, 1 head drafts-

man, 2 draftsmen, 2 trace ; L )
v s;aﬁ‘. 1s, besides Mministerial/technical class 111 and class
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(iv) Superintending Engineer, Firozpur Canal Circle, Firozpur

Opecned in 1924, this Circle has four divisions under it, viz., the Exe-
cutive Engineer, Eastern Division, Firozpur ; the Executive Engineer,
Harike Division, Firozpur ; the Executive Engincer, Abohar Division,
Abohar, and the Rajasthan Feeder Division, Firozpur. The Superinten-
ding Engineer, Firozpur, is assisted by 4 executive engineers, 15 sub-divi-
sional officers, 2 deputy collectors, 1 superintendent, 5 head clerks, 21
ziladars, 1 circle head draftsman, 5 divisional head draftsmen, 6 draftsmen,
and 60 sectional officers, besides ministerial/technical class 111 and allied

and miscellancous class 1V staff.

The main functions of the Circle are the maintcnance and repairs of
the Firozpur and Harike Headworks, the Eastern Canal System, the Firoz-
pur Feeder System, the Sirhind Feeder, the Rajasthan Feeder and the
Abohar Branch, and the preparation of the demand statement of abiana.

Executive Engineer, Eastern Division, Firozpur.—The Division was
established in May 1946. The Executive Engincer is assisted by 4 sub-
divisional officers, 1 superintendent grade 1V, 1 accountant, 1 head
draftsman, 1 tracer, besides ministerial/technical class 111 and class I'V staff.

It is a Headworks-cum-Revenue Division. The Hussaniwala Head
is under its jurisdiction and all the works connccted with it are maintaincd
by the Sub-Divisional Officer, Headworks Sub-Division. Besides, there
are four subdivisions under its administrative control, two at Firozpur,
one cach at Jalalabad and Fazilka. Bunds for protection from floods in
the area are also constructed by this Division.

Executive Engincer, Harike Division, Firozpur.—Started on 17
December 1948, the Harike Division has in its charge the Harike Head-
works, the Sirhind Feeder and the Firozpur Feeder canals. The Executive
Engineer is assisted by 4 sub-divisional officers, 16 sectional officers, 1
superintendent grade 1V, 3 ziladars, 1 accountant, 1 head draftsman, 1
draftsman, besides ministerial and technical class 111 and class IV staff.

Executive Engineer, Abohar Division, Abohar.—The Abohar Division,
Abohar, was opened on 1 April 1946. It looks after the maintenance of
the running canals and assesses the water-rates with respect to the area
irrigated by these canals which were previously part of the Sirhind Canal
which takes off from the Rupnagar Hecadworks. Owing to the construction
of the Rajasthan Feeder and the Sirhind Feeder, these canals are now fed
from the Sirhind Feeder which takes off from the Harike Headworks.
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The Executive Engincer is assisted by 3 sub-divisional officers, 1 deputy
collector, 11 ziladars, 13 sectional officers, | superintendent grade 1V,
| head revenue clerk, 1 divisional accountant, I divisional kead draftsman,
| draftsman, besides ministerial and technical class 11 and class 1V stafl.

Executive Engineer, Rajasthan Feeder Division, Firozpur.— Established
in 1964, the Rajasthan Feeder Division has in its charge the maintenance
of the Rajasthan Feeder, which takes off from the Harike Headworks
located in the Punjab arca, The Executive Engineer is assisted by 4 sub-
divisional officers, 16 scctional officers, | superintendent grade 1V, |

accountant, 1 head draftsman, | drasftsman, besides  other ministerial
and technical class 111 and class 1V staff

) Superintending Engineer, Canal-Lining Circle, Firozpur.—Started
on 2 June 1980, this circle has t

wo divisions under it in the Firozpur
District, viz. the Execcutive Engineer, Canal-lining Division, Firozpur,
Lining Division, Abohar. Its juris-

The Superintendent Engineer is
2 draftsmen, 1 tracer, 1 superinten
1V, besides some other clasg i

assisted by 1 circle head draftsman,
dent grade 11, 1 superintendent grade
and allied clasg |V stafT,

The main function of'Circlc is brick-lining of the channels.
Executive Engineer, Canal-Lining Division, Firozpur,—This Division

The Exccutiye Engineer is assisted by 3
sub-divisional officers, 12 sectiona] officers, 1 gy

ub=C , perintendent grade 1V, |
divisional head draftsman, | draftsman, | assistant research officer, 3
research assistants, besides some other cla

: : : s 111 and class IV staff. The
main function of the Division is the brick-]ining of the channels.

Executive Engineer, Canal Lining Division,
July 1979, the Canal-Lining Division, Abohar, j
of brick-lining of the canals,

Abohar.—Opened on 12
S entrusted with the work

The Executive Engineer is assisted by 3 sub-

(b) Public Relations

The Public Relations Department jg Tepresented at the district level
by the District Public Relations Officer. This office was opened during
the World War II under the hame of ‘District National Home Front’ and
its primary aim was to mobilize the masses for recruitment to the Army
and to seek their general Co-operation for wa, efforts. The work of main-
taining communal harmony was also entrusteq tq it.  After Independence,

Department
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this office was named District Publicity Office and was entrusted with fhe
work of publicizing the policies and decisions of.t}'me plopu!ar covernment
and that of motivating the people for active partlcxpat'lon. in the QCvclop-
ment schemes. The office got its present name of ‘District Public Rela-

tions Office’ on 1 February 1951.

The District Public Relations Officer, Firozpur, is a.ssisted by 1 Assis-
tant public relations officer, 2 tahsil publ_icity organizers (o'ne each at
Fnzlii(a ant Zira), 1 information centre assistant, 1 mfm"matlon .Centre
attendant, 1 drama inspector, 1 drama atFendant, 1 radio supervisor, 1
radio mechanic, 1 stage master, 1 harmomun? master, 1 tabla 1mastle‘:,
5 actors, and some other ministerial anc? techm‘cal class_ III and class )
staff. There is also the Additional District Public Relations Officer who

posted at Fazilka.

The duties of the District Public Relations Officer are to pubh(i;?e
the policies and decisions of the government through press and m'flsstx-ne 1af
of dramas and cinemas, also including press cqverage, t.he organiza 10;1 01
public meetings and rural conferences, %10'1<.11ng kavi dcfrbc{rs(p;e ga
symposia. ), variety programmes a1‘1d exhlbmc')ns.. The District dl; ic
Relations Officer also received tourists from \.mtl'nn th.e country an . trltom
outside. He is also the Secretary of the DlStI‘l‘Ct. I.1br'ary .Comxglfee,
which gives grants for the development of municipal libraries and for
setting up reading-rooms in the rural areas.

The office also runs a Tourist Info‘rmation Ce.ntre at.the Distr.ict
Headquarters, the Centre is frequently visited by foreign tourl.sts, einterl.ng
ia through the Hussainiwala Border. Under t}'1e. Comrm.mlty Lls.ten{ng
Isnila te it has installed 352 radio-sets and 39 television-sets in the District.
cheme,

(¢) Co-opeartive Department

At the district level, the Department is representh by th‘ree. Assis'tant

is iz. the Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Firoz-

regls.t ra;s, A‘:ssistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Fazilka, and the

/Iz:;;t;nf Registrar, Co-operative Societic; Zira. They a‘re undc.zr 'the

administrative control of the Deputy Registrar Co-operative Societies,

Firozpur (office estabished in ?97'4) and u.nder the oveira]l control of the
Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Punjab, Chandigarh.

The Office of the Assistant Regis rar, Co-operatiYe Societies, Firozpur,
was established in 1925. He is assisted by.l Supermtendf:nt grade 1V, 1
statistical sssistant, 25 ‘nspectors, 24 :~ub-mspectors., besides some otl.ler
ministerial and class 1V staff. The Assistant Registrar, Co-operative
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Socictics, Fazilka is assisted by | superintendent grade 1V, 1 statistical
assistant, 30 inspectors and 29
terial staff and class 1V st
ties, Zira is

sub-inspectors, besides some other minis-
aff. The Assistant Registrar Co-operative Socie-
assisted by | superintendent grade 1V, | satistical  assistant,

15 inspectors, 16 sub-‘nspectors, besides other class 11 and class 1V staff.

The main functions of the
Firozpur, Fazilka and Zira,
ment of the co-opeartive

Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Socicties,
are to ensure the proper growth and develop-
movement ; the registration of co-eperative
societics, to exercise supervision over them and to ensure the audit of the
accounts of these socicties, They also advance loans o the members of
the socicties for stepping up agriculturyl production. Loans are also
advanced in the form of fertilizers, seeds ang agricultural implements

(d) Food ang Supplies Department

The Department is represented in the District by the District Food and
Supplies Controller, Firozpur. He g under the administrative control
of the Director, Food and  Supplies, Punjab, Chandigarh.

The Office of the District Food ang Supplies  Controller, Firozpur
was established in 1944, He is assisted by 3 district food and supplics
officers, 10 assistant food and supplies officers, 1 senior auditor, | super-
intendent, 6 head analysts, |2 deputy analysts, 1 statistical assistant,
3 accountants, 23 junior auditors, 60 foed and  supplies inspectors and
91 sub-inspectors, besides some other class v staff.

The main functions
foodgrains and the distri
ghee through fair-price shops in urbap as well
renewal of brick-kilns and firewood lice
cement, the checking of brick -kilng and ¢
ing of licences of foodgrains, rice-hulle
rice, sugar, yarn, etc. Th
for storing foodgrains.

of the Department are > th

¢ procurement of
bution of sugar, rice,

wheat, artq and vege table
as in rural areas, issue/the
nees, allotment of ccal‘coke and
ement depots, issuing and check-
IS, rice-shellers, kerosene, ghee,

¢ Department algo maintains its own goodowns

(¢) Finance Department
The Finance Department js represented in  he District by the Trea-
sury Officer, who s ip charge of the District Treasury, Firozpur. Hec is
assisted by 4 assistant ireasury  cfficerg (in charge of sub-trcasuries at
Abohar, Fazilka, Guru Har Sahgi and Zira), | assistant supcrintendent, 1
sadar cashier (district treasurers), ¢ assistant treasurers, 12 assistants
besides some other Mministreial ang class 1V stafr,
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Previously, the District Treasury was under the control of thedExtrt:
Assistant Commissioner (Revenue Department), yho coul.d n<.t>tl evok
whole-time attention, being mainly cc?r}ccrned 'wnh maglste‘rla I}vo(;er.
The treasury work was, as such, in addmo.n to bls normal .dutllegsé5 n ‘
the scheme of Reorganisation of Treasuries, .mtroduced in ; Sil::c:
the State, the treasuries were transferred to the Finance Eefirtn}zlcérs Since
then, the post of the Treasury Officer has ‘been manned by the o
the Punjab Finance and Accounts Service cadres.

The main duties of the treasuries officer and the assistfan}: trl::asyrl})r
officers are to receive money and mal'(e‘: payments on behl?lf (Z} t :rml;lx;]jt
Government and to maintain the initial accounts of the ( l(:vf th,

Iso responsible to the Accountant-General, Punjab, for e
r]:;)l/a?r:u;mission of monthly accounts, allied returns, etc.

(f) Planning Department

The Planning Department is repres.ented 'at the Distri;t hle;e.l blygtsl;;e
District Statistical Officer, Firozpur. HlS. office was estap 1's e m' t.
i istd by 3 technical assistants, 1 inspector, 1 statistical assistan )
ﬁe ;'s ?;Slit:sist);nts besides some other ministerial and class IV staff,
ie ,

The main functions of the District Statistical O.ﬂic.er are to cg-ordma::
> statistical activities of various offices at the district lf:vel and to pu
t.hc. sta s I data to improve the quality of the statistical work done.at
hoh S't atl_Stlca lato conduct ad hoc socio-economic survey to collect price
the disrie le‘;e ',n to difterent Central and State agencies, to collec? we'ek-
?atatf(')lr;:iife)sy;ngd to act as the store of statistics for government institu-

y retai )

tions and interested public.

(g) Language Department

i ted at the district level by the
¢ Department 1s represen ' /
. The Iljangll;::e Oﬂl‘i)cer, who is assisted by 1 instructor, bes1d.es some
DfSt.“Ct. la;ngd class 1V staff. The office came into existence in 1962,
ministeria

The main functions of the District La'nguagc? Ofﬁcer are to popularize

jabi in the District, to impart training in Punjabi short'hand and tyPe-
Pu'nj'abl . ize literary meetings, kovi darbars (poetical symposia)
writing, £ oream nd poetic compositions, to celebrate birth and death
drar.nas, d?bate; anowned poets and writers of the District at their native
e 3 rtil.ke the linguistic survey and to bring out glossaries, to
p.laces' - al er'stance to literary men and institutions or organisations
g“: tf ma:s(;l:tlltiseﬂgovemment offices in translating pampbhlets/books into
and to a

Punjabi.
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() Soil Conservation and Engincering Department

The Soil Conservation and Engincering
in the District by the Divisional
His office was established in Septe

Department is represented
Soil Conservation Officer, Firozpur.
mber, 1967. He iy assisted ty 3 Assis-
tant soil conservation officers, 1 assistant accounts officer, 35 egricul-
tural inspectors/soil-conservation inspectors, 74 ¢ gricultural sub-
insptectors, besides some other ministerial and class 1v staff. There are
three sub- divisions in the charge of this office, located at Firozpur,
Fazilka and Zira, cach hcaded by an assistant soil-conservation officer.

The main functions of the Department are the
improvement schemes which inculde soil conservatio
of the irrigation system by constructing pucca water-
of underground irrigation system and ins
system in the fields of the cultivator.
of land, so that proper irrigation can

be provided. The field work
is got executed by the Assistant Soil Conservation Offjce.

¢xecution of land-
n, the improvement
channels, the laying
talling the sprinkler irrigation
It also undertakes the  levelling

j s enuss a
ohjsts ) lozal rev

CHAPTER XIV
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT

X ; Self-Governtent in the District—It is a
(f))l'j;:‘otl;:f ’;:{iﬁiflo;:ii frofm time ixTu.nemorial her own selft'-
commOﬁ 'CIC' ions. The village communities of the remotest past,
o mStltUU.O.n f the ancient times and tbe village panchayats of the
the s-abha and sa"ilttflourished as autonomous units and dischaxtged many
medle.val s o ((i)ern local bodies. The history of the mocern se].f-
functhns (')f ﬂ']c IT]Ons in India dates back to 1687 when t%‘le East India
g mStltUt1110rter established the Municipal Corporation at Madras.
Company by a Cha orations were set up in Calcutta and Bombay 1‘n 17.20
Similar types of c.OrIi The experiment in the fie]-d of self-governing
and 17.9 3 respecuve]{;nger confined to these provinces and attempts
institutiofs e nOl cal bodies outside the presidency tc?wns. In Benga!,
were made t(? S‘et uf othe formation of a municipal committee on t}'lc appli-
an Act prOVldlﬂghf);S of the population of a town was passed in ?842.
catioln o ast:r(:::\:'::re enacted in 1850 and 1856 in many other provinces
Similar me

he country to popularise the establishment of local bodies.
of the co

:inal administration in the Punjab, .in the pres.erilt f(.)ltm,
The mm{xc’lpa he British. The British constituted municipalities,
also owes its origin to t eView-the main factor at least in the towns of the
keeping many fact.o.rs m rounds. The British Army, while crossmg to
Punjab was o m;ll:?'?ll) ind entering them on exped‘itions or otherwise,
the towns 'of thf)]e udijfficulties in getting clean drinking-water. . (;xonlstel;
faced con]S:;e(r: zught infectious diseases which greatly affected their hea
quently, th

and efficiency.

i ission, in its Report in 1863,

The Royal Arlle f:ntll::rl):ngeoa?t?y conditions of the towns. The

invited pointed attention mot action in pursuance of these recommen-

ont toothir;unjab Municipal Act XV of 1867, the volun-

dations. And, under nstitution of municipalities was dropped anfl the

tary provision for e tc :ssumed the necessary powers to set up comrr.uttees

Provincial Governmen ly, lighting, sanitation, etc. of the towns in t.he

to look after the water-Sllpphe’r permitted the election of the Provincial

The said A‘Ctn:‘::sures proved to be useful in improving the
These owns.

Punjab Governm

State.
ernment. -
gﬁivtary conditions in the t A
ess in the field of local self-government, ,
The real progr Ity of Lord Mayo (1869—72).  The Governor-
cher.o v 2]/ ce reforms and also to relieve the imperial
e mt;-10tuobjective, he planned to entrust the local
?1d local interests. Lord Mayo’s Resolution

began under the

General was eager | t
finances. To achieve
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(1870) of provincial finances,
the principle of election to
development of local self-

which encouraged the
the local bodics w

as another step in qle
government in Indjg.

The advent of Lord Ripon (1880--84) marked a new chapter in
the history of local seltlgovcrnmcnt in India, Before him, the condition
of the loca] bodies wag far from satisfactory. There was hardly any trace
of election, much less of independent authority, and no specific  powers

authorities. Lorg Ripon, in 1882, issued a comp-

» Fccommending the removal of all the existing defects
1n the local bodjes and also making them the instruments of political edy-

cation. Thys the Ioca] self-government 45 a  conscious novement,

the “Father of Local Self-

government was, however, impeded
not display the generosity that was
of ability ang reputation,

Morcove
a responsibility, pyt no adeq

T, the local bodics were saddled with
uate fun

ds were placed at their disposal.

. government done by the Royal Commis-
S‘IOH on the Decentralization in 190709 did not embody any progres-

uction of Communal electorates under

. ‘ 1912, at the direction of the Government
of India, the 3 health officer was n

d 1909 9, paternalj

The Mmunicipa] Committecs suffered from
ial control anq lack of trained personnel.

1(1914—18) adversely affected the work-
By and large, the loca

one of the funcijons of

me of dyarchy,
subject and was

iade compulsory in
sm was the keynote

ing of the municipalities, I self-government in
the districts continued to pe

the district officers.
Under the sche

general application of

voluntary basis.
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; i re not only enlarged
. local bodies. This measu'
eould }})16 ]ewj"dt;:a(t)ii)ilor;l;f a(;so enabled the local tcdies to fcel a sense
the sphere o s

of independence.

5 of 1922, provision was made for
Under the Punia? szlr]a;';\(::l/;s [:ijl:ple machinery 'for the municipal

fhe sceine .UP o COlrlmt)owns each with a population of. l?ss than
administrasion of smd scher’ne, the town committees, consisting of not
10.000. Under the ne‘t,‘;uee-fourths of whom were to be elea':ted, wer)e
less than 3 members ns. The Punjab Municipal (Executive Oﬁice.r;
proposed fos al Suck ;OW rc;vincial Government with powers to appoin
Act, 1931, Tnvested edi]inister the municipalities. After the pass:ge
exccutive ocer t(f) 1a dia Act, 1935, which gave full autonomy tok' e
e o nmade to further improve the s.tructure and wor gﬁ
provines ffiogfes‘?gz in many provinces, the nominated element in

of the local bo

ca

the concept of local self-government was furtallz
After Independen?e', lities were called upon to. shoulder‘ gre .
changed. The . munlC'Pat to the municipal administratlo'n aTJd giving dt e
responsibilit}f “mth res}:ieecm outlook. The Indian .Constltutlon embodies
o an(:‘ Clt:;i Zrlzgrcss of local self-government in the country.
provision for

- nt (Urban)
j exnment appointed a Loca’ S¢% GO'lelmel ifmitiative
The Punjab GOV-Ln 1954 to suggest means for fostering loca subject 1
. ittee 1 . . omy,
Enquiry Comm,tfter enlarging the scope of f manc1a1. autofnthe )I/, S,
i 0 . o
and enterprise 1. and for enlisting the co-op.eratlon e e
irreducible contro ’h Committee, in its report in 1957, recomm t
The o i imum extent,
omy of the municipal bodies t'o tl.xe ma;(;k:miency ent
enlargement of ?l;lw:;le imperative needs of continuity, e ,
i wit
compatible Y
; a
i rity in municip:
integrity (b) Organization and Structure

1 administration

ici i €S

t is the provision of services tf’ a local colxlnn;};mt)t:

Local goverﬂmet_l ssembly. Municipal serv1cefs affect t .e i Z o
through a repres:}?tavtll;;z éo the-tomb. Under (tihct: Pun_]a]l:elvzun:;psilna 1:12

> citizen from the i re required to ma '
tll;b] lc :t'tzhe mur_1icipa.l Cf‘]?::z:ti;isim?ts for s?reet light.ing, clcan'ing of f,l:;‘sc
provision within their f slaughter-houses ; constructing of latrines, 1(1i ' 0}
streets, ma“agemer}t ° Jaces, installing of sewerage anq the provi |:ge -
bathing and WaSh";g-.iking-’Wafer ; the remoYal and .dls.posal of riizis ai

public facilitiesdfo;air;tenance of roads and bridges within the municip

construction an
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area ; control of dispensarics, maternity  centres and child welfare
clinics ; the registration of births and dcaths
epidemics and infectioys diseases ; regulation of dangerous or offensive
trades or practices ; maintenance and regulation of (he burial
places for the disposal of the dead :
the disposal of rabid and stray do
vaccination ;
etc.

and burning
disposal of unclaimed dead bodies :
gs and other animals : public

the removal of encroachments on public streets, public places.

Apart from the administrative
municipalitics have an
to make byc-laws,

powers  mentioned above, the
important legislative function, viz. the power

Before 1957 elementary education was onc of the obligatory
functions of municipal committees in the State. But this system did not
work satisfactorily. Charges of apathy, incom
teachers, religious and political bias, nepotism and other forms of graft
were levelled against the municipalities. By and large, the municipal
committees had not developed an adequate sense of civic responsibility in
the field of education, These factors led the Punjab Government to
divest municipal committees of their responsibilitics in this field, and all the
municipal schcols primary, middle and high in the State, were provin-
cialized in October, 1957. The Municipalities have since been required

o Government in liey of this obligaticn.

Firozpur Municipality

The Municipal Comnmittee, Fir

07pur, was constituted in 1885, under
section 4 of the Punjab Municipal

Act of 1884, —yid, Punjab Government
Notification No.  1652.g, dated 12 October |85, The territorial

limits of the Municipality, as declared in the notification, remain unchanged
till today. The octroj limits of the Municipality were declared,~ vide
Punjab  Government Notification Ng. 22, dated 20 February 1909,

These are, however, not coterminous  with the territorial limits. The
bye-laws were introduced in 1918, vide Punjab Government Notification
No. 6567, dated 29 October 1918

The municipality at

present consists of 23 elected members. The
term of office of a membe

ris 5 years.

The various activities of the Municipality are given below :

Drainage and sewerage.—
Cityin 1916. The sewerage s
Rs 66,000 was spent on it.
there are 5 hydrants and 2

The drainage system
cheme is in hand and
For the flushing of the
flushing stationg whic

was introduced into the
upto 31 March 1970,
main drains in the city,
h have been connected

+ control and prevention of

petency, Hl-treatment of

LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT 333

For the drairage of the city,
with the pipelines Oflt]hc ‘theX;:‘fi?slzr?ys(t;Te. Olll‘llf\aHA (situated outside the
thcre’ are' DA dsj j\k'lari Outfall (sitvated outside the Zira' G.a‘le).
AL Gfdte) in e are 2 pucca sullage tanks. The sullage 15.111'l€d
At cach outfal ¢ 'e; z;nechanically driven pumps and utilized .for irriga-
f?om e tml:]e((si V:letwage farms. There isalsoa jhalar in Basti Mamne-
:;:/Zﬁ,tll)fta:jcxnunicipal sewage farm is attached to it.

i i lectrified in 1934 by the
ichting.—The Firozpur city was ¢
et :;lcg)h:lzgtric Department. The supply of energy for Bst;ee:
. ' . 0

?'W:D' Hy srccured by the municipality during the same year. Be 0rn

lighting was Jamps and gas lamps were used for tpe Purpose. ’

e ke}iosfggo 989 electric points were installed for lighting the streets
31 Marc s

within the area of the Municipality.

icipali s employed 198 sweepers. 1t has
Publl Health.—t’{:lie;r;u;xﬁp:;:);)::ﬁock-cI:)art for disposing of refuse.
o fm; the city refuse was removed in trucks to compost
Tile 30 June © r’o er composting, the manure was sold to the farmers.
trenches al.ld. aft_e g ph g to spend Rs 12,000 annually on' the removal of
The Munl?lpallty asting but, in return, it never received more than
refuse and its Sombo th’e price of the composted manure.. From. 1 July
Rs 6,000 pf?r O s 'asremoved on contract, which system is profitable to
I:S4i;h:1iili§alirteyﬁ;ieiltsbrings income without any expenditure.
the Mu

i into Firozpur
- ly scheme was introduced in :
water-sull:ply.:h?ivsv a;fr;zss ysix tube-wells were installed. Besides,
in 1959-60. For , ' .
:gele were approximately 416 wells in the city

SR intains 38 kilometres of roads.
icipality maintains
Roads.—The Municip

i The Municipality maintains the Mahesh 'Chand

Lib-m“es._' ipal ‘ibrary and a reading-room.‘ .Constructed in 1934,

Memorial Mulnc:cf:t)ed il.l the heart of the city and is visited by a large number
the Libraryls

i i i isi g f the Liblaly.
Of people. A W Chal € O

t to the |Mai]l Liblal Y, thele iS a Child] e]l,S l,il)rary.
Adjacen . .
ici i i tai t p S, the f 1rst
i 1 he munlClpallty mamtains hr k
MlmiCIpal Pal‘ks. €C par.

n the Town Ha i i u Gate and the third is

he second is outside the Makh )
ot h Delhli]’G:tt: i The first two are meant for the general public and
outside the .

the third for the children.

intai Ith centres. The taxes levied by
icipality maintains two hea
The .Mu:;i:;p:o;pﬁse the otrioi tax, toll tax, show tax, tax on land
the Municip:



334 FIROZPUR

and  buildings, and the building-applications tax. The income and
expenditure of the municipality arc given hercunder :

Year Income Expenditure
(000 Rs) (000 Rs)
197374 2 16w
1974-75 2,915 2,550
1975-76 2,338 3,350
1976-77 3,659 3,569
1977-78 2,920 3,107
1978-79 3,294 3,306
1979-80 3,488 3,496

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1971 to 1980)

Cantonment Board, Firozpur

The Cantonment Board, Firozpur, was constituted in 1891, vide
Punjab Government Notification No. 45, dated 15 January 1891. The
bye-laws were introduced in 1931,

Elections to the Cantonment Board are held under the provisions of
the Cantonments Act, 1924, and the Cantonment Electoral Rules, 1955
(amended up-to-date). The stay and the duration of the Canton-
men_t Executive Officer depend upon the orders of the Government of
India, Ministry of Defence (Military Lands and Cantonments Directorate).

The drainage system was introduced in 1928. Some of the drains

€ been constructed by the Board. The Board has cmployed 303
Scavengers and 6 bullock-carts for the disposal of refu

and the removal of night-soil and rubbish in the militar
means of night-soil receptacles and motor-lorries-troll

is disposed of in shallow trenches in private fields at the
and receipt of a lump-sum

hay

se. The collection
y area are done by
eys. The night-soil,
expense of the Board
; contract money. In the civil arca, the
co'llectxon of night-soil and rubbish from the private houses is done by
private sweepers. It is deposited in masonry rubbish bins provided at
selected places and removed therefrom by motor-lorries or by tractors

with trailers for the fina] disposal by trenching and is sold in the form of
manure after specified intervals,
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The water-supply system was introduced into some areas of the Sadar
Bazaar in 1963. Later on, it was extended to almost all areas of the Bazaar
and a portion of the Bunglow area on the Church Road and the Jhoke
Road. The Board has installed two tube-wells.

Electricity is supplied by the Punjab State Electricity Board and the
Military Engineering Service. The Cantonment Board has installed one
flood searchlight (in the Gandhi Garden), 193 fluorescent tube lights, 23
mercury-vapour lamps and 393 ordinary bulbs. The Board also main-
tains 29.76 km. of metalled roads.

The Board maintains a 30-bed hospital, known as the Cantonment
General Hospital, Firozpur Cantonment. There is a separate isolation
ward in the Hospital.

The Board maintains a library-cum-reading-room and a garden known
as the Gandhi Gardens.

The taxes levied by the Board comprise house tax, toll tax, octroi
tax, dog tax, hawker tax, water tax, show tax, etc. The income and
expenditure of the Board, during 1972-73 to 1979-80, are given below:

Year Income Expenditure
(Rs) (Rs)
1572-73 20,10,998 20,17,447
1973-74 . 20,16,219 19,74,419
1974-75 20,26,072 23,32,119
1975-76 33,99,040 30,40,764
1976-77 38,65,976 36,67,980
1977-78 33,77,635 32,47,217
1978-79 33,17,916 35,35,757
1979-80 30,95,532 33,50,486

(Source : Cantonment Board, Firozpur)

Tankanwali Municipality?
Tankanwali was constituted a Notified Area Committee under the
Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, vide Punjab Government Notification No.
295-L.5.G.37/8508, dated 2 March 1937, Later, on it was converted into

‘Tankanwali Municipality was merged with the Municipal Commitiee, Firozpur
in 1979,
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a Small Town Committee vide Punjab  Government Notification No.
6184-1.B-52/3938, dated 11 August 1952. The Town Committee was
converted into a Municipal Committee, Class 11, vide Punjab Govern-
ment  Notification No. 7345-LB(CH)-54/2509, dated 25 January 1955.

The limits of the Municipality were f ixed,—vide Punjab Government
Notification No. 295-1.8.G.37/8507, dated 2 Maich 1937, sincc when
these have not been extended. The bye-laws were introduced in 1957.

The income and expenditure of the Municipality were as under :

Year Income Expenditure
(000 Rs) (000 Rs)
1973-74 111 212
1974-75 90 104
1975-76 322 163
1976-77 384 354
1977-78 . 169 245
1978-79 290 225

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 4o 1979)

Gurn Har Sahai Municipality

Guru Har Sahai was originally declared as a Notified Area
Committee,—vide Punjab Government Notification No. 91, dated 14
February 1908. In 1929, it was converted into a Small Town Committee,
vide Punjab Government Notification No, 35105, dated 5 November
1929. The Town Committee was converted into a Municipal Committee,
Class III with effect from 1 April 1955.The limits of the Municipality
were extended two times,—vide Punjab Government Notification Nos.
185-CC-56/4900, dated 30 January 1956 apg 13744-C-56/980, dated
24 January 1957. The bye-laws were introduced in 1927,
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The Municipal Committee has 14 members, whose term of office is 5
years.

The water-supply system was introduced into the town in 19€6. One
tube-well has been installed. The Municipality has spent Rs 2,40,0C0
on the scheme.

For the cleanliness of the town, the Municipality has employed 22
full-time sweepers and 7 part-time sweepers. For the removal of “f'f‘;‘se
and night-soil, one tractor and two bullock-carts are used. 'The night-
soil is deposited in compost pits and later on sold through auction.

The drainage system was introduced in 1.9.24. The Tc(>)wn v;as
electrified in 1956. For lighting within the Municipal a‘réa,].4 tubes
and 71 electric bulbs have been inst‘allefi. The Municipa nyd w-?;-:
library and has a childrens’ park. It maintains 4 km of pucca road withi

its area.

The taxes levied by the Municipality comprise octroi, logded-vehxcle

tax. vehicle tax, tax on professions and trades,land tax, building tax, etc.
> . . . . .
Thc’: income and expenditure of the municipality are given below :

Income Expenditure
Yenr (000 Rs.) (000 Rs.)
- 298 330
1973-74
464 363
1974-75
530 566
1975-76
976-77 347 758
1976-
711 744
1977-78
| 79 : 867 B84
1978-
1979-80 ’ 1,096 1,074
979.

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 to 1980)
Municipal Committee, Talwandi Bhai

The Municipal Committee, Talwandi Bhai, was constituted in 1956,

ide Puniab Government Notification No. 11084-C-56/85287 dated 23/

2\’; eNové‘mber 1956. The limits of the Municipality were fixed by the
same notification. The bye-laws were introduced in 1960.
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The Munici i
pal Comn

5 e nttee has 15 members, who are eclected for
) T'he Town was electr

€en 1nstalled for street lighting

The Municipalj

The dras cipality has employed 19 scavengers for cleaning the Town
e O 8¢ system was introduced in 1961 .

amtains a tractor, a trolley I

of refuse. and ten rehries (band-carts) for the disposal

The Municipali
L pality runs a librar i
maintains 3.75 kilometres of roads > & reading-room and a park. It also

The taxes leyj :
Its inco levied by the Mumcipality are octroi, toll tax, cycle tax
me and expenditure are given below ’ ’

etc.

Year

Income Expenditure
——  OWRy  (0Ry
1973-74 -
o707 527 583
57575 365 298
7577 446 469
197778 584 561
75,15 552 613
575.50 301 253
— 749 772

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 to 1980)
Zira Municipality

The Municipal Committee, Zj
Govem al Cor e, Zira, was constituted in 1876, v j
o weren; nllc:rt:tf)zc:non No. 457, dated 7 April 187:., vg:ipiz:if P
Soms e p th: s of .the.Committee-—-2 ex-officio and 4 egle t g’
o nominated, ;onstltutxon was changed to five elected memb - and
member. In 1952, the nominated element was elir:ir;af::g

Municipalit
: Y at present consi
is 5 years, onsists of 16 elected members. The terms of office

ified in 1954. Ninety-one electric points have

The Municipality also
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The limits of the Municipality were fixed, vide Punjab Government
Notification No. 81, dated 14 February 1902. The municipal bye-laws
were introduced, wide Punjab Government Notification No. 2121,
dated 31 March 1927.

The drainage system was introduced into the Zira Town in 1912.
Except some portions, pucca drains have been provided in all the streets.
The Municipality employs 16 scavengers for cleaning the Town. Two
bullock-carts are used for the disposal of refuse. i

So far, the water-supply system has not been introduced into the
Town. The Municipality has, however, installed three tube-wells.,

The Municipality has installed 156 electric points for street lighting.
The length of the metalled roads maintained by it is 4.72 km. The
Municipality also maintains two parks for children.

The taxes levied by the Municipality include : octroi, house tax, total
tax, etc. Its income and expenditure are given below :

Yedr Income Expenditure
(000 Rs) (000 Rs)
1973-74 246 212
1974-75 396 412
1975-76 479 683
1976-77 742 748
1977-78 754 641
1978-79 1,174 1,076
1979-80 1,402 1,335

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 to 1980)

Dharmkot Municipality

Dharamkot was formed a municipal committee under the Punjab
Municipal Act, 1873, which repealed Act XV of 1867 hitherto administer-
ing the town. It continued as suchup to 1911. The Committee comprises

13 elected members.
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Under the Punjab Municipal Act,
into a Notificd Area Committec,

Committee  pjige Punjab Governme
September 1925,

that period,

| Fazilka Municipality

911, the Town was converted
In 1925, it was formed a Small Town
nt Notification No. 20261, dated 14
suchup to 31 March 1955, During
composed of 9 members, including 2
vide Punjab Government Notification
The appointment of 2 nominated
Sequently, all the 9 members  were

i ittee, Fazilka, was constituted in 1885 vide
e MuniC‘Pa: Clil)?t?f?ilct:tieticgn No. 486, da.ted 10[De:lelsnb::mel(iji85é
Junlad Goveml‘mn ide Government Notification No. ]\} datec
Its limits were fixed v;ré e e, Punjab Govemm?n't ]0; cter
O thesedwted 31 February 1938. Tl'le mumc:;s)zl dzted ]
to- 421-C-(138/630?1;toathe Town vide Notification No. s
were introduced 1

i heir duration of
November 1905. s of the Committee and t
bers o
There are 21 mem

and continye as
the Committee was
appointed or nominated members,
20262, dated 14 September 1925

members was abolished in 1953, sub
elected.

The Punjapy Municipal (Amendment) Act, 1954, repeated the Punjab

office is five years.
Small Town Act, 1922

by the Punjab State
iclty was taken over . :

| types of Before the supply of elec:rﬁxpypned bya private firm, Harbhaghan
- ded a uniform pagtern for all types . in 1955, it was s street lighting
urban loca] bodies in tl;l . Sptr(:mjcf;hl u?)lyort:c pmuniupal committees, Electricity Bo(z;rd ";/hich had its own power-hotllts)e-h Fot:een stalled
les 1 ¢ State. ercby, the ip o. - .
class 11, replaced the  small-town committee, Accordingly, Dhafn1k9: Ij;gidnati:dmunicipal area, 340 tubes and 455 bu

Was raised to Municipal Committee, Class 111, with effect from 1 Apri

1955, vide Py

njab Government Notification No. 7345.1 B (CM)-54/2509,

Two tube-wells,
dated 25 January 1955.  The bye-laws were introduced in 19¢4.

i d in 1965.
The water-supply system was introduce The sewerage

y n p V.
1 .

. ecution. o mployed 135
' is also under ex nicipality has e
or spniors fo the cleaniness of ihe SchemeFor cleanliness of the town, the 1\;[12 s a‘:ld some carts for the
Town, Bullock-carts are used for removing  rubbish and night-soil ers. It has two tractors, ten trolley
Which are deposited in compost pits and the compost is sold through scavengets.
auction,

p i i i d the
. .

m

Wwas introduced into the Town in 1957.
The Town was electrified in 1960

library-cum-read-

. S health centre, a

The Municipality mamtalf‘st:in:lg Kms of metalled roads.

i ints in

- For street lighting, 152 electric points . and a park. It also ma i toll

: Lo ing room L ise house tax, octroi, to

have been Installed. Th Municipality ; Is S g ading room. . icipality compr .

’ NPT also runs o reading The taxes levied bi thetr:;netcl.) Its income and expenditure are as

The'ta.xes levied by the Municipality are octroi, house tax, tool tax. tax, hawker carts tax, show tax, o “Expenditure
f??‘”f)",b}“mlngs, ete. Its income and expenditure are g under: nder: — ,((ggo -
Year Income Expenditure " Year (000 Rs)
1,337
Rs) 1,406 ’
(000 Rs) (000 ) _ ,

B s 197374 162 o
1974.75 94 107 1974-75 1,860 2,023
1975.76 240 236 1975-76 2,685 2,984
197677 348 204 1976-77 2.730 2,626
197778 190 299 1977-18 ; 2918 2,258
1978.79 662 634 1978-79 2 646 2,655
1979-80 317 411 _1979-80 "(statistf"a’ Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 to 1980)

(Statis tra ’

tical Abstracis of Punjab, 1974 10 1980)
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Abohar Municipality

Abohar was constituted as a Notified Arca  Committee,—vide
Punjab Government Notification Nos. 85,86 and 87, dated 14 Fcbruury
1908. Tt was converted into a Municipal Committee, Class-I1, —vide
Punjab Government Notification No. 31,438, dated 12 December, 1922.
The limits of the Municipality were extended, —vide Punjab Government
Notification No MCll(Xlll)l2-59/534l, dated 6 February, 1961 .zmd
the adjoining bastis were included in the Municipal limits, 1t was raised
to a Municipal Committec, Class I, in November, 1968. The byc-laws
were promulgated in 1927,

In the beginning, the Municipality had § members, of whom 6 were
elected and 2 were nominated. Later on, their number was raised to 12.
The number of the members was further raised 1o 17 (including 3 Schedu-
led Castes, elected from double-members constituencics), all of whom are

elected. Now, the Municipality has 24 members and their membership s
five years.

The Abohar Water
Rs 3,25,000. With the in
ments for the supply of

works was constructed in 1928 at a cost of

crease in the population of thc Town, arrange-
water are also being extended.

The drainage system was introduced into the Town in 1928. The

sullage water is collected in a tank, from which it is pumped out and used
for irrigation,

The Municipality has employed 185
the Town, For the removal of refyse

trolleys are used. The night-soi is deposited in compost pits and the
compost is sold later on to the public by auction, A chief sanitary inspec-

tor, a sanitary inspector and ¢ Jamadars have been cngaged to look after
the sanitation of the Town,

Scavengers for the cleanliness of
and night-soil, 2 tractors and 8

Abohar was electrified i, 1953-54. The whole Town has 1,530

lights. Out of them, 1,237 are filament tybes and 293 are bulbs on main
roads and chowks (roundabouts).

The Municipality maintaj

ns 91-30 km of roads. Tt runs a library
and a reading room, both locat

ed in the Town Hall.

The Municipality mai

ntains 3 Ayurve
maintains seven parks for ch

dic dispensaries. It also
ildren, etc,
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The taxes levied by the Municipality are octroi, house tax, Ciﬂe_ma'
how tax, etc. The income and expenditure of the Municipality are given
] , etc.
below:

Income Expendityre
e (000 Rs) (P00 Rs)
1973-74 3,183 3,448
1974-75 3,586 3,246
1975-76 4,161 4,308
1976-77 5,058 4,575
1977-78 4,968 4,575
1978-79 5,719 5,846
1979-80 6,107 6,034

(Statistical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 to 1980)

Jalalabad Municipality

Jalalabad was once the seat of thc Nawab oi‘ Mamclot. It w‘as con-t
ituted a Notified Area Committee in 1915, vide ]fu.njab Go‘fmmf.“
Sml{t? ion No. 467 dated 24 July 1915. The Notified Area Comniit-
.NOtlflcat'lond tc function up to 1936, when it was abolished, vide Punjab
tee continue Notification No. 106-LSG-36/2229, dated 22 January
Government ined defunct from 23 January 1936 to 21 March 1937,
1936. It remamﬁtme d in 1938 vide Punjab Government Notification No.
and was reConi7 dated 23 March 1938. It was declared a Small Town
506-LG-38/10917, b Government Notification Ne. 1437-LB.51/58,
Committee, Pu?giz The Small Town Ccmmittee was converted into
dated 4 J?I.lualr)(,jomniittee’ Class I11,vide Punjab Government Notification
the Mun1c1paB CH)-54/2509, dated 25 January 1955. The bye-laws
No. 7345-? ged in 1960. The limits of the Municipality were extended
were promu géovernment Notification No. 21(35)-3C1-69/355, dated 7
;de Pirg:l;w It was upgraded to the Class 11 Municipality in 1972,
ovem .

1952, the number of elected members was fixed at 8, yide Punjab

In n t’ Notification No. 407, dated 21 January 1952. Thcir num-

l?ov;msnsl:nce been increased to 17. All of them are elected for five years,
¢r ha
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The Municipality has employed 39 scavengers for cleanliness of the
Town. 1t has a tractor with four trolleys for the disposal of refuse.
The night-soil of the town is carried to the compost depot.

Before the partition of 1947,

there existed a small waterworks in the
Town.

It was destroyed during the disturbances of 1947. Tt was again

started by the Municipality in 1953. The drainage system was introduced
into the Town in 1936,

Before the partition, the Nawab of Mamdot had an electric gencrator
for his own use. The supply of electricity to the Town was started by
the Punjab State Electricity Board in 1958. The Municipality has in-
stalled 103 tubes and 79 bulbs for lighting the streets.

The Municipality maintains a park, a library and
and a maternity and child welfare centre,
talled roads.

a rcading-room-
It also maintains 7 km of me-

The main taxes levied by the Munici

pality are octroi, house tax, cycle
tax, etc. Its income and expenditure

are given below :

Year Income  Expenditure
(000 Rs) (000 Rs)
197374 Y 1,047
1974-75 621 869
1975-76 692 753
1976-77 924 946
1977-72 947 994
1978-79 1,046 1,037
1979-80 1,174 1,201

e  (Staristical Abstracts of Punjab, 1974 1o 1980)

(c) Panchayati Raj

Gram Panchayts and their historical background.
tem of village panchayats is very old. In ancient times, the village formed
the basic unit of social and economic life. The social contracts werc

more intimate, personal and lasting. Under the Muslim rulers, the pan-

chayats lost their administrative and other functions and thejr scope was
reduced to only social affairs,

—In India, the sys-
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The Panchayat System was partly revived under the S.ikhs. hTPI\e

hs (i.e. the members of the gram panc/zayar). were required to help
patn ’ thorities to collect taxes, to represent the village before the rulers,
t:;d ztl: bring the criminals to the notice of the authorities.

Under the British rule, the village organisation as a seI:lf-sufficient :
unit, which was the characteristic feature of the o'ld Indian ico:;r:gt,
disappeared. The joint-family system became we.dk to a grea .

. irit of individualism, and the village commux.nty ost
under thc.: rljg”:g nir]) cohesion and unity. The panhayats lost their power
much Of'lt.S in :;d slowly became defunct and obsolete. |
and prcstlgc’_ being, there was a vacuum. But the spread of Western

d Fct)'r ;h:rtclant]:d polit;cal consciousness among the urban people. There
educatio _ their part to be associated with the government. Some sort
was a desire on e:nmem was introduced by the creaticn of Iccal boards
of local ?e,'f-glf’tY 5. These bodies naturally followed the British pattern,
and municipafitic .‘e ts of democracy. After scme time, this experiment
based on their COl:‘waS extended to the rural arcas in the form of village
of self-gOVemml‘:" anchayat, in this context, was suppcsed to Caf'f),
Pa””ha)‘a_rs.' Tf enc];ions only. Even the panchayar legislation drew in-
o munlclpal E urban municipal legislation already enacted. It did
spiration f'rom ! e.”a e lifc in its totality. It did not represent the wishes
not deal with thedVI fuch lacked inherent strength. Moereover, 1le peo-
of the p(-:op]e and, as éepe;ded too much on the government for self-help
ple in this n'ew set-UhPiCh alone could make the panchayat effective.  These
and seilf.rehance, c‘;V] missing. The people looked to the officials fer pat-
essenna.ls S"t‘;‘;rj Z?_ szing forward and joining hands with one another
ronage In
to tackle their tOwcl:f fl::?‘lﬁ:?;sre was that the local self-goverrmert vnpits-

Another Cau]seboards and district tcards were rot linked up with
panchayats, loca reanic whole. There was no guidance or supervision
one anothel.‘ o anb 0diis Fach one looked after its own field. quite un-
from the hlgherh oactivimes of others. However, the British Goverr.mrent
concerned with (he lize that the old panchayats must te resuscitated
did not take longto r;ar if there was to be revival of communal life in
::c(gr;i,;gy, the work of reviving t'he pancha}‘?ts thro'ugh
n up ir. all the provinces in India. The earliest legisla-

in some form or
the rural areas.

islation was take . .
leglslatlc:l punjab ws the Punjab Panchayat Act, 1912, which was
tion in the

Act of 1921. These enactments aimed at rﬁsto.ring old
followed by the havats, wherever it existed, ard reviving it in other
authority £o {he pal:lac 'at}s o;lce again, after many vicissitudes, became
:li]léalg(fie:theuf,‘;f cof )administration in the State.
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Panchayat Samitis.—A panchayat samiti is the second tier of the
FPanchayati Raj System of rural local self-government. Though the
need for a second tier of local self-government to act as a bridge between
the district boards and the village panchayats was recognized fairly long
4go and efforts were also made in this direction even in the pre-Indepen-
dence days, yet the credit for creating this unit goes to the Community
Development Programme. A group of 100 villages, with a population of
about 66,000, was selected as a new unit of administration, called the
block.! The entire District of Firozpur is divided into 9 blocks. Ac-
cording to the Punjab Panchayat Samitis and Zila Parishad Act, 1961,
€ach panchayat samiti should consist of the following members : Sixteen
members from amongst panchs and sarpanchs of gram panchayats in the
block, from among themselves ; 2 ‘members from co-operative societies
in the block ;and 1 producer members elected from the market commit-

tees in the block.

Four Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes and two women members
are to be co-opted if they do not come in the open election. However,
this number is reduced to the extent that the total number of elected
and co-opted members does not exceed 4 for Scheduled Castes/Scheduled

Tribes and two for women panchs.

In addition to the above, the Sub divisioanl Officer (Civil), having
Jurisdiction over the block and the Block Development and Panchayat
Officer are the ex-officio members of a panchayat samiti. They shall,
however, not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the samiti, Similarly,
every member of the Punjab Legislative Assembly, representing the constj-
tuency, of which the block forms a part, shall not be entitled to vote, but
have the right to speak and otherwise take part in the proceedings of any
eeting of the panchayat samiti or its committee.

Every Panchayat Samiti elects its chairman and vice-chariman from
among the primary and co-opted members. The term of office of the
primary and co-opted members and also of the chairman and the vice.
chairman is the same as that of the members of the zila parishad, i.e. five

Years,

The Block Development and Panchayat Officer is the ex-offficio
executive officer of a panchayat samiti and is under its administrative
control. The executive power of the pancnayat samiti is however, divided

between the chairman and the executive officer, the residuary executive

IM.S. Randhawa, National Extension Service and Community
Projects in Punjab (Chandigarh, 1956), p. 272
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There was no member of the Zila Parishad, Firozpur, on 31 March

1980, and it was governed by the Admnistrator (the Deputy Commissioncr,
Firozpur).

For the improvement of the general sanitation and cleanliness of 'fhe
City and to adopt preventive measures against the spread of epidemics,

sanitary supervisors and Swasthva Sahayaks are on the permanent establish-
ment of the Zila Parishad, Firozpur.

With a view to promoting sports and games among the people of the
rural areas the Zila Parishad holds District tournaments and  also parti-
cipates in State tournaments.

The main financial sources of the Zilg Parishad are Government
grants, sharc of the local rate and funds allotted to it for implementing
departmental schemes. It has no independent  powers of taxation.

The income and expenditure of the Zila Parishad, Firozpur, during
1973-74 to 1979-80, is given below :

- e

Year

Income Expenditure
(Rs) (Rs) o
1973-74 11,29,134 12,87,724
1974-75 16,06,464 12,64,054
1975-76 10,95,587 10,06,384
1976-77 8,08,569 9,57,084
1977-78 10,57,206 8,44,009
1978-79 9,97,024 13,40,200
1979-80 9,16,349 8,06,800
-

(Source :  Sectetary, Zila Parishad, Firozpuf)

(d) Town and Country Planning and Housing

The town and country planning plays a vital role in the planned
development of of urban and rural areas. [t objectives are both aesthetic

and utilitarian. The planning aims not only at the balanced growth of
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the towns and the country side, but also promote their growth. 1t
seeks to tackle the problems of planned development by two principal
measures, viz. by planning the vacant areas in and around 10\.~ns, so' as
to ensure an increased supply of building plots for residences, industries,
commerce, and institutions and by planning to improve the living ,Cfm'
ditions in the old and congested town areas, widening of roads, provision
of parks, slum clearance, removal of congestion, etc.

The Firozpur District was covered by the town‘apc.l country planning
programme with the opening of the office of tch 1')1\"1510na1 Town P].anr.\er
ot Firozpur on 16 April 1970, with his jurisdiction over the dlStrl.CtS
of Firozpur and Bathinda. This office has undertaken the preparation
of schemes of land acquisition and development by the C.io'vernment as
well as by the local bodies with a view to providing bunldmg.plots for
houses, industries and trade. Thus  the urban estates, mdlfsma)
estates,’ new grain markets, master plans for towns, model village
plans, crash housing schemes for villages and for different localities
are being designed.
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EDUCATION AND CULTURE

() Historical Background

There is no historical re

. . cord or evidence, bearing testimony to the
existence of gny i

pestod i .“ilm(\%l:\ .ccnlrc of lcz!rnir?g in ancient  or medieval

o a,- Istrict. Before the advent of the  British, education was
fm“ Y aoprivate concern, 1t was imparted through some  Pathshalas
or‘ .1)1(1(//'(15'3"(/«', existing in Jarge villages and towns.  Urdu was the medium
of instruction in the schools. This was alvo the official script used in the
?ourts and for maintaining revenue records. The main object of education
i those days appears to have been religious.  In some villages, mostly
popu?:ltcd by the Silhs, the Gurmukhi seript was taught in the schools,
zm-d - dharmshalas, religious instruction was imparted. The primary
object of all education at that time was to train the students in the per-

formance of religious duties in the preseribed manner.,

With a view to promoting and spreading learning among the masses,
th‘e p'crsonal and religious character of education was maintained in the
District  throughout that period. There  were  three systems of
education, viz. the Brahmin system, which became obsolete and rare. the
Muslim system, which taught  Arabic, Persian and Urdu in maktabs and
mo‘s'qucs, and the Sikh  Svstem which taught Panjabi in the Gurmukhi
Scnilpt. The Pandits and the maulvis taught their .rcligious books to the
children in the temples and mosques and imparted only religious instruction.
Individual teaching also existed, especially among the higher classes.
It was looked upon as a family process.  The simple lande or mahajan
seript was also taught in homes or at shops.  Schools in public placl‘cs,
such as mosques, temples and gurudwaras were known as public schools.
They were patronized by the community to which they belonged.  They
Were given rent-free land, a certain quantity of grain per plough, some
cat flour), food or cash for reading

religious ceremonies "
o « s. Some of them also
got jagirs or rent-free land from the State.t

allowances in the form ol aatta (wh
prayers or for performing

In the sec alf of ;
sccond half of the ntneteenth century, regular primary schools

were o ’ >l 1 el .

s St;:t';;d.m ;hc DlSlrlC-t. A primary school at Dharmkot (Zira Tahsil)

rimany SChml 863 and it was elevated to g middle school in 1871. A

in 1875 and (i)tow«df M‘T‘hm“"‘ (Mahorajpur) (Fazilka Tahsil) was started
as raised to the middle standard in 1878, vLater on, on

——
e —
—————

For p:uticulurs reg: i i s work there, number o

A cgardin indige eaclier Orkin €

l-’Uplls and the s biee 8 1gcnous SChOOlS i i '3

( ;1'] ight su J?C')S layghl at differers plb:‘ets lnl'ﬂ'e Fircy ’n r '[7 is 'r'lel du]'l 8
]ndit.'vnous E(/ucalioni flle ‘ '”b) S‘ t i 2l w. . :, r' l .d’ 19;:

/ ‘ " [’l(llja ince Allllé’.,\all'(}ll 'an:/. ]'(' & (l.'}:” gt i . j,
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the English Pattern, primary schools were opened at Firozpur, Zira and
Ratta Khera (Fazilka Tahsil). These schools were recognized by the
Panjab Education Department and a uniform syllabus comprising the
teaching of Persian, Urdu, Arithmetic and Algebra was prescribed.

The education of women and under privileged classes was generally
neglectea, and it made very little progress before the advent of the British.
The people of the under privileged classes, such as Jhiwars, Bazigars, Rai
Sikh, Harijans and other backward classes formed the labour classes and
had no time for going to school.

The constitution of the Panjab Education Department in 1856 started
a new era in the history of Western education in India and new schools and
colleges were established in the District. In 1860, the control of all the
vernacular schools in the Panjab was entrusted to the deputy commissioners
and tahsildars. But this arrangement failed to provide for the pro-
fessional supervision of the schools and it was soon found necessary to
appoint an inspector in each district as the Deputy Commissioner’s
executive agent and adviser in the management of schools. In the same
year, provision was made for levying school fees. Superior Anglo-vernacular
Zila (district) schools were also established, and the personnel and
curriculum in all schools improved. In 1868-70, the status of village
schoolmaster was improved. The minimum salary wzs f{ixed at Rs. 10
per month. But funds ran short, and as a result, a number of schools
were closed. The decentralization of finance in 1871, however, enabled
the Provincial Government to devote more adequate funds to education,
and the number of village schools rose rapidly and their efficiency

improved.

In the beginning of 1886-87, the control of departmental schools
of all grades in the Panjab was transferred to the district boards and
municipal committees. The only schools retained by the Education
Department were the schools for Europeans, the practising schools
attached to training institutions and a few special schools.

English education was confined to special classes of society in the
urban areas. The reactionary sections of the society reacted to the
Western type of education, especially in the case of girls. The conser-
vative Indian society was loath to send girls to schools. But, gradually,
it began to be looked with favour in higher circles of society. It
profoundly influenced the people of higher families and they began to copy
the Western fashion, culture and manners.
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The passg " the Pan: : .
Educmorr:'\/s\q'lgc (:l the Panjab Education Act, 1918, and (he Compulsory
The ;u be Ct" l).l(), gave a fillip 1o primary cducation in the District.

mber of primary schools was increased.

, . Moreove . ;
were upgraded 10 middle ong high scliools eleover, many schools

Subsi‘:;ii;y‘”;‘)l;izi‘”5"“11”10118. a _numbcr of other schools were
Samaj, the  Sunatan ;;1] ‘ the ll)‘s“‘ltt- The  Dev Samaj, the Arya
played a vital o cin i m‘r‘m Séhhu a.nd other organisations have
Since the beginn vy o 1lc‘11c.ld ol education among the people.  Ever
has becn on Lo inir ( 3 the ‘prcscnt ccrtur‘y, education among the masses
i showing an o rcids%.\ The nun.xbcr of schools, students and teachers
Dev samaj Co“r_(, :1{( trend according Lo.lhc needs of the people. The
Firozour Cire s L‘ot or Womc-n (l?ld lvhc Sikh Kanya Maha Vidyala at the
e P.r Ity are rather old institutions in the District and enjoy a good
Cputation amorg the masses. e
There was t,'(,l]?c L}it\cracy am? Pl(iucati?nal Standards
the most back;;vt\rd " :v ‘tn, cduculmnal!y, birozpur was considered to be
in 1947, witt th: - s.rlyct. ‘ However, 'sm'cc the partition of the country
and colleges. th Y.)‘m‘né of many new primary, middle and high schools
educat £¢s, the District }?as made a gcod deal of lecway in the field of
27.3(5 ix?ﬁ;)nt]r]'lls]tgvyt’hﬂ;g 1’;1‘Cracy pcr?‘cmugc 'n the Firozpur District was
country. Fur‘[i‘)mr lth ‘.]‘. ‘ f)L:r cent for the State and 34 per cent for the
in contrast with ‘]9’ i i" l';‘”‘y PC‘r\ccmagC Yvas 34.3 in the case of males
1971 “+Inthe case of females, in the Firozpur District in
ing (x;::;gclzrr(’i:zssnfe awukcningamong the masses, thereis an increas-
from the rc']qrc d;;l more of schools from all quarters, especially
should be prov;dc;j“ " elparcnl‘s s"c.cm to be cager that their children
2 st with proper 1{1C‘IIIIICS for education. There is also
Thg ‘f‘rge among the people for giving education to (he girls.
Firozpuer ODI::tvrvilcntg ;ablc shows the progress of school education in the
rom 1973-74 to 1978-79

————
——

Serial Type of §
No. ype of Schools 1973-74 1974-75 1975.76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79

———

L

educational facilitics

1 Primary Schools 849 903 927 927 1,129 1,128 g
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Though the main responsibility for providing the people with
rests on the State, yet the various educational
socicties, missions and phillantkropic endowments are also rendering
valuable service to the people in the field of ¢ducation in the District.
Those important among such societies are briefly menticred below :

Educational Societies Rendering Service in the Yield of Fducation
Christian Missions.—The Christian missionaries have done a

pioncer work in the field of education in the District. The Mission
Training School for Village Teachers was originally started at Firozpur in
1908, but was shifted to Moga in 1911. The cost of its building was met
from the subscription raised in America.

(2) Dev Samaj.—This society has also done excellent work in the
spread of education and social uplift of women in the District through
its various institutions. The schools and colleges run under its manage-
ment arc the oldest institutions in the District.

The Dev Samaj runs the following institutions in the District :—
(i) Dev Samaj College for Women, Firozpur City
(i) Dev Samaj College of Education for Women, Firozpur City
(iti) Dev Samaj Girls High School, Firozpur City
(iv) Dev Samaj Kindergarten and Nursery School, Firozpur
(v) Dev Samaj Girls Middle School, Ferozeshah

(3) Arya Samaj.—The Arya Samaj has been playing a vital role in
the educational, social and religious spheres. The Arya Samaj Orphanage,
Firozpur, founded in 1878, has three boarding houses, one each for toys,

girls and widows.

The Arya Samaj caters for the long-felt nced of the people for higher
education and runs the following schools and colleges in the District :

(i) D.A.V. College for Women, Firozpur

(ii) Arya Girls Higher Secondary School, Firozpur Cantonment

2 Middle School
3 High/Higher s 118 135 143 155 161 147 (4) Sanatan Dharm Sabha.—This society is also rendering useful
ggﬁomliary service to the people in the sphere of education in the District. It is
ools . _w___?l 92 93 100 107 121 running the following institutions: —
Total oo 1,058 1130 1im T (i) S.D. Higher Secondary School, Firozpur City
- M(S:u__?ﬁ_' ' S il_&_ _ }172 1,397 1,396 (iiy Hindu Girls Higher Secondary School, Firozpur
ree - District Education Officer, Firozpur and Gii) S.D. High School, Fazilka.

dbstract of Punjab, 1980) Statistical
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(5) Sikh Kanva Maha Vidvala Management, Firozpur City..—In 1883,
Bhai Takhat Singh started g girls school in the Firozpur City. 1t was
the first institution of jts kind in the District.  The institution has been
doing uscful service to the people by spreading female  education. Tt is
provided with a boarding-house.

(6) Harbhagwan Manasement Saciety, Firozpur City.-- In order to

perpetuate  the memory of the Tala Harbhagwan Das. Fxtra Assistant
Commissioner. the Harbhagwan Memorial School, Firozpur was founded
in 1897 hy Raj Gopi Mal,  Honorary Magistrate.  Attached to the
school is a boarding-house and there is a separate building for primary
classes inside the City. The trust is running the following cducational
institutions in the Firozpur City :

() H.M. Higher Secondary School, Firozpur City

(i) H.M. Model School, Firozpur City
Two Primary branches are also attached to it.

(7) Guru Nanak Fducation Society, Firozpur.-—This societyhas also
been playing a vital role in the spread of education. Guru Nanak College
is being run by this Society at the Firozpur Cantonment.

Besides the above, there are some other societics in the District, run-
ning various schools and colleges.

Women's Education :

In the past, the education of women was  generally  neglected
and it made very little progress before the advent of the British.
This neglect was mainly due to the apathy of the pcople
towards girls’ education owing to social and religious
custom of early marriage and domestic duties. The rarity of girls’
schools in the District and the want of competent and trained women-
teachers further impeded the progress in this sphere. It was in 1883
that the first girls’ school in the District, namely the Sikh Kanya Maha
Vidyala, was started at Firozpur by Bhai Takhat Singh. To begin with,

it was an Anglo-vernacular middle school, but was raised to a high school
in 1911.

conservatism, the

It was after the partition of the country in 1947 that the progress of
women’s education was accclerated. The various educational societies,
viz. Dev Samaj, Arya Samaj, Sanatan Dharam Sabha and the Christian
Mission  established a number of girls’ schools at various places. The

Dev Samaj College for Women, Firozpur City, was established as carly
as 1934,
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Backwardness with respect to women’s education still prevails in the
rural arcas of the District because the parents do not like te s.end their
voung girls to schools and colleges situated far away from their homes.
They are also averse to co-cducation in the schools, Howeve.r, the
introduction of compulsory primary education has mitigated the cvil at t.he
primary stage. The people have also become conscious of the be.nef'lts
of education and have started sending girls to schools. The I?lstrrct
has made rapid progress in the ficld of women’s education during the
Five-Year Plans.

As on 30 September 1979, therc were 14 primary. 10 mid.dle and 14
high schools, wholly for girls in the District. Howcver., the girls have also
1'a;ilities for studying in co-cducational SChO(?]S, .Wh]Ch are numerous.
Approximately 95 thousand girls were studying In the schools ‘of .the
District on 30 September 1979. The collcge. efiucanon has also received
an impetus among the women of the DlStrl?t. There arc' 3 colleges
separately for women in the District.  There is also onc training cgllcge
for women in the Firozpur City. Besides, there are 7 co-e<.iuca't10nal
colleges which also impart higher educati.on to women. Unlike in tl'le
previous decade, the education of women is progressing at a good pace in
the District.

Education of Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes

There are no special schools for the education of the Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes in the Distric?. They have been offe:rcd many
inducements by the State Government with respect to educ.atlo.n. The
Scheduled Castes and the Backward Classes, rrfost‘ly the Ra} Sikhs and
Mazhbis, inhabiting the rural areas of the .Dlel‘lth are still not much
enthusiastic about education. However, o-wmg to‘ ngorous ProPaganda
carried on by the teachers and the inspec.tmg staff in the District, and
because of the educational facilities provided by‘ .the .Govcrnm'ent, the
number of students, belonging to these communities, is on the increase
from year to year.

The introduction of free compulsory primary education h?,d a
salutary effect on these classes. Education is free up to the middle
standard in all Government and state-sponsored schools. F‘ree books,
stipends and scholarships are awarded to the students belongmg to these
classes in all institutions, including colleges under the various schemes
sponsored by the State Government and the Union Government. Even
the admission fee for different examinations is reimburseed to the students.
Besides, books and clothes are given free to the poor and needy students
out of the School Red Cross Fund.
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The financial assistance given to the students belonging  to the

S‘ Y
cheduled Castes and Backward Classes in the District, during 1973-74
to 1979-80, is given below : |

Year Stipends Number of
students

L Rs benefited
1973-74 207,876 3,650
1974-75 2,29,905 5,568
1975-76 2,26,357 5,786
1976-77 24,94,942 21,812
1977-78 19,22,783 24,720
1978-79 19,58,231 27,983
1979-80 20,50,000 25,852

(Source : District Education Ofﬁccr, Firozpur)

The following table shows the number of students belonging to the

Sc.he(?uled Castes and Bacward Classes studying in diffcrent schools in the
District on 30 September 1979 -

Number of students
belonging to the
Scheduled Castes

Type of Institution ——

Number of students
belonging to the
Backward Classes

I

Boys  Girls  Total Boys  Girls  Total

——— e

e

Pri
tmary Schools 20263 13,939 34202 29800 21021 51,721

Mi
ddleSchools 1312 512 1844 gome 133 4122
High/Higher
Secondar
y IS5 L108 4263 7957 2340 10,297
(Source :  District E;iﬁéaiibn Ofﬁcé;: Fir OZp”r)

e
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Medium of Instructions :

In order to solve the language problem in the State, the Government
evolved a formula designed to satisty all sections of opinion. The
Sachar Formula and the PEPSU Formula, which have been in force in
the Punjab since 1949 and 1954, respectively were replaced by the Three-
Language Formula on 2 July 1969. Uuder this new formula, Punjabi is
taught as the first language and as the medium of instruction in all
government schools in the State. The teaching of Hindi is compulsory
from the fourth primary class onwards, and English is taught as the third
compulsory language from the sixth class. Privately managed schools
have been given the option to retain Punjabi or Hindi as the medium of
instruction, but such schools as opt for Hindi will be required to teach
Punjabi as a compulsory language. The solution. while ensuring
compulsory instruction in Punjabi in all the scools in the State, also
enables the Hindi-medium schools to continue teaching through that
medium. It also ensures that the entire school-going population in the
State bccomes conversant with both the languages and also with Eaglish

which is an international language.

Educational Set-up :

Before the reorganization of the educational set-up in 1963, thuie
were separate agencies for the control of schools for boys and girls in the
District. The schools for boys up to the middle standard were controlled
by the District Inspector of Schools and the middle schols for girls by the
District Inspectress of Schools. They were assisted by assistant district
inspectors or inspectresses in regard to the control of the primary schools.
The high and higher secondary schools for boys and girls in the District
were controlled by the Divisional Inspector or Inspectress of Schools
Jalandhar, respectively. But with effect from 1 April 1978, the Primary
Wing has been separated. Now the District Education Officer is con-
trolling and supervising all middle, high and higher secondary educational
institutions both for boys and girls in the District. The primary schools
are looked after by the Deputy District Education Officer(Primary) and
primary block education officers. The District Education Officer is assist-
ed by three deputy education officers, one of whom is a woman and
one Deputy District Education Officer (Primary). The District Education
Officer is under the supervisory control of the Circle Education Officer,
Jalandhar. He generally consults the Deputy Education Officer (Women)
in matters relating to the women-teachers. The Deputy District Edu-
cation Officer(Primary) deals directly with the Director of Public Instruc-

tion (Primary).
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The Deputy District Educ
Primary block educ
whose arca of

ation Officer (Primary) is assisted by ,22
ation officers (including 8 women) in the District,
operation generally consists of one educational 1?""‘"'
Fach primary block education officer supervises and controls the P“ma.'.y
schools in his block. In addition to the above suprevisory staff, :m'assw:
tant education offjcer (sports) assists the Distriet Fducation Officer in the
promotion of physical education in the schools. .
At the ministerial level, the establishment, accounts, examination

and general branches function under the gener
tendent, who i

administration

al supervision of a supcrm;
] H . N - N a

S responsible to the District Fducation Oflicer for gener.

and for the working of the District Fducation Office.

¢) General Education ) .

Pre-Primary Schools. - The problem of pre-Primary education 15 of
great interest ang importance. [y promotes physical, mental, cmotl()f‘lal
and social growth of children between the ages of three and six. The am
of this education is to create a healthy social environment in which the Ch”d
may develop his physique and intellect. The main object of such education

. . . .. e o o
at this stage is to provide healthy conditions for the young children and t

.
give them social experience rather than formal instruction.

The pre-primary educ
The people are, however.
of the children.
started private sch

ation in the District is not much organized.
becoming conscioys of the psychological needs
Some voluntary oganisations and individuals have
00ls to meet the requircments of small children.

Primary and Basje Schools.——Free and compulsory primary educa-
tion was started in the Punjab State during the Third-Five -Yecar Plan for
the age group of 6-7 years in 1961-62, and was extended to the age-group
of 7-8 years in 1962-63 to that of 8-9 vears in 1963-64, to that of 9-10 ycars‘
in 1964-65, and to that of 10-11 years in 1965-66  The total number of

pre-primary/primary/J.B_T. s¢hooos in the District was 811 on 15 May.
1973 and the number rose ¢

© 1,185 on 30 September, 1979.  The number
of students on the rolls in all types of primary schools in the District was
1,75,000 on 30 September 1979, The teachers are entrusted with the teach-
ing the classes in al the subjects in the primary schools and in the primary

sections of the middle/high/higher Secondary schools in the District. The
number of students jp a section

ofa primary school is about 30. Most of
the primary school teachers are basic-trained. The numter of teachers
in the primary schoools, as jt

stood on 30 September 1979, was 3,590
(1,620 males and 1,979 females).

NUMBER OF EDUCN;&ONAL INSTITUTIONS

FIROZPUR DISTRICT
AS ON 30.9.79

L
.@gﬁ_.% gk

SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS

X

*
COLLEGES PROFESSIONAL & TECHNICAL

INSTITUTIONS
SOURCE:- STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF PUNJAR,1580.
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during the last 10 years. There werc 1,041 female teachers in contrast
with 1,781 male teachers in the Firozpur District, incuding the Moga and
Muktsar tahsils on 31 March 1970. However, on 30 September 1979,
there werc 1970 female teahcers in contrast with 1,620 male teachers in the
bifurcated district of Firozpur, which does not include Moga and Mukt-
ming part of the Faridkot District. This situation also

sar tahsils, now for
ble expansion in the field of pri-

indicates that there has been a considera
mary education during the last decade.

Secondary Schools.—The growing strength of students in the primary
schools, due to the compulsory primary education, automatically gives the
enrolment drive to the secondary schools. At the secondary stage, on 30
September, 1979, there were 121 high/higher secondary schools, and 147
middle schools in the District. On 30 September 1979, the number of stu-
dents studying in classes VI to VIII was 39 thousand, whereas the num-
ber of students studying in classes IX to XI was 17 thousand.  The
ahove comparison illustrates that more than 50 per cent of the students
give up their studies after completing their primary education.
ined and untrained) in all the
District was 2,805(1,810

Tt shows that thc ratio
the case of middle/

The total number of teachers (both tra
higher secondary, high and middle schools in the
males and 995 females) on 30 September 1979.
of the male teachers to the female teachers is higher in
high/higher secondary schools than that in the primary schools, in which the
ratio of female teachers is higher than that of male teachers. A teacher
qualified to teach a particular subject, takes different classes in that very
subject. Generally, there are 50 students in a class, and as soon as the
number goes up , the class is divided into sections.

Higher Education.—From the educational point of view, the Firozpur
District is comparatively a backward district in the State. Before the founda-
tion of the R.S.D. College, Firozpur, in 1921, there was no college in
the District. However, there was a number of primary and secondary
schools. The students had to go to Lahore or Delhi for higher education.
Subsequently, the Dev Samaj College for Women, Firozpur, was started
in 1934. Thereafter, several other colleges offering higher education were
started from time to time. The colleges, functioning in 1979-80 are given

below:
1 R.S.D. College, Firozpur City

5 Dev Samaj College for Women, Firozpur City

3 Dev Samaj College of Education for Women, Firozpur City

4 D.A.V. College for Women, Firozpur Cantonment
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S Guru Nanak College . Firozpur Cantonment
6 M.R. College, Fazilka -

7 DAV, Colicge of Education, Abohar

8 D.AWV. College, Abohar

9 Gopi Chand Arya Mahila College, Abohar
10 Arjan Dass College, Dharamkot

I Government College, Zira

Of these |, 4 colleges are meant only for women, whereas the remaining
7 are co-educational institutions,

Al these colleges are affiliated to
the Panjab University, Chandigarh.

(H RS.D, College, Feroepur City.-—This college  was established
as far back as 1971 by the late Rai Sahib Lal
mory of his father, Lala Ram Sukh
thropist of the City.

this region was met. It was raised to the degree standard in 1932 and the
F.8c. (Medical and Non-Medical)classes were started in itin 1941, The
college imparts instruction in the Pre-University(the  Humanitics and
Scicnce Groups), Pre-Medical, Pre-Engineerng,  Three-Year Degree
Course in B.A. & B.Sc., M.A (English
for Pre-University and B.A.(Three-
houesed in a grand building,
laboratorics, hostel

a Gowardhan Das in the me-
Dass, an eminent lawyer and Philan-

and History) and cevening classes
Ycar Degree Course). The college is
with a well-cquipped library, reading-rooms,
and extensive playgrounds.

It is a co-educational
Institution and the number of students on its rolls was 1,118 on 31 March
1980.

(2) Dev Samaj College for Women, Firozepur City. - Formerly known
as Dev Samaj Girls Higher Sccondary School, this ing
in 1934 in responsc to the demand from the public. In 1942, it became a
full-fledged degree college affiliated 1o the Pinjab University.  Science
classes were started in 1960, The Callege owes its establishment and con-
tinued growth to the munificence of the Dev Samaj which has devoted
itself (o the social, moral and Spiritual uplift  of the pcople, cs-
pecially with respect to the women’s education extending over the last
three quarters of 3 century. |The College imparts instruction in the Pre-
University (the Humanities Group and the Science Group); Pre-Medical
Pre-Engincering; T.D.C. (B.A. & B.S¢.); B.A.Hons. in English, Philosophy,

Hindi Mathematics and Sociology, M.A.in Philosophy, English. History,
Hindi and Punjabi.

titution was started

With the opening of this college, a long-feit need of
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The College is sitvated inside the Ban‘m F}a(c On ﬂq\cbgillr((i:iu;ar 1]3(;;;(1
in a healthy locality of the Cit}/. Houred 13.‘1 s—rrwzz;(iu\an auaitg(;rium,
well-cquipped taboratorics. a library a rea mid air, e orium:
extensive playgroundsandavery .C(Tmmoq'xou; ha ) Wergf} 03;4 . Arrange-
ments for games and N.C.C. training exist. Ther ,

the rolls in this college on 31 March 1980.

< , ] g i ‘ e .S Ollegc was
; ( uru ]qdllak ( ()] ege. Flr()zpllr Cdntﬂnment. I ]I] (
1 ‘ l ’ . . .

is centrali
morate the quincentenary of Guru Nanak Dev. The College 1s centrally

Rai ion. Itprepares

located, being near the Firozpur Cantonment Ratiway Slatz;»;x el 56“5)320
ated, be ’ ) or

students in arts and scicnce up to the degree level.

. - ; 79-8£0.
students on the rolls of this College during 1979

, ; t.—Owing to

D.A.Y. College for “omeq, Fnrozpur Cantonmen e o

the ura(:r)wy of having a college for girls in 1,110 C?;::)I]]\:[:Cr::gi;iz;lt of the

couraéC(i l;y the generous residents of the area, C‘antonmenh -

D.A.V. Girls Higher Secondary Schoo!, Firozepur lese classes with

fo‘rw.ar‘d to take up this maticr. The school starte(: co ng iliated o

effect from 1969 on a purely private basis. The C(»)111 eg:rts Group only,

the Punjab University. 1t preparcs students Ifor lwiq 165 on 31 March
The nm{ubcr of students on the rolls of the College was 18-

1980,

i in 1971.
ira.—This College was set up 1n
5) Government College, Zira. : n o
{tis lof;azcd at a distance of 2 km from the Zira Town on &the' roaa,r L rom
Zir;l lcading to the Village of Sunchr. 1t prepares studer :1 u;ts t from
the I;rc-Univcrsilv 1o the degree level.  There were 221 stude

rolls of the College during 1980-81.

(6) Arjan Das College, Dharmkot.—This Collfege Wa}i ' lestzti:llshfi
in 1971 in the memory of the late Shri Arjan Das, an emu'1ent philan “}; ’
Dharmakot. The College was sta.rted in 19.71 as a colleg
and landiord o but it has now become a co-educational institute. During
only for women,.t u ince];)tion, 42 girls were enrolled. The College
Y yearh (s)'iudlersus for the Pre-University & B.A. (Part1,11 & I11) courses.
I;;ZI:;‘;S 1l 9;:9-8 0, there were 356 students on the rolls of the College,

(7) M.R. College, Fazilka. —The College was establishzd in 119:;)
as the result of the great gensrosity of Lalz'i Muashi Ram [::,ggarw? s
Fazilka. To begin with, it was an interm:diate college, tceac dmg ?_‘(1);' s
subjects, 1n 1947, it was raised to the dzgree standaffi- e ;1;; 1l Hons
iniroduced into the Colleg;if} 194'9{ Fﬁ[:d(iiing:;igagn? Pre-l\,dedical-
i indi i 3, Pre-University .
grﬁg (1:1 X ;661?3imny and Zoology for B.Sc., Parts IL, III in 1968, and
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Honours in Tnglish and History in 1969-70. The College has a large
building and  a decent hostel for men students. it has extensive
playgrounds and a library and reading-room. The Collcge had 813
students on its rolls on 31 March 1980.

o (‘X) DAV Cpllegc. Abohar. --The College was founded in April,
1960 by the D.ALV. College Managing Committee, New Dehli. It prepares
%tudcnts for the  Pre-University and  There-Year  Degree Course
m - Arts and  Scicnces. The College has both N.C.C., Boys Wing
al'ld N.C.C. Girls Wing. consisting of 4 companys, 3 for boys and | for
gitls. The number of students on the rolls of the College was
L128 on 31 March 1980,

(9) Gopi Chand Arya Mabhita College, Apohar —The College
was started in 1972 in the memory of the late Seth Gopi Chand Ahuja
of Abohar, a leading businessman and landlord. It is managed by the
P-A.V. College Munaging Committee, New Delhi. Tt prepares students
In Arts and Sciences from the Pre-University te the degree level. On
31 March 1980, there were 559 students on the rolls of the College-

(d) Professional and Technical Education
Teachers Training

Institutions for training teachers are a prerequisite for the expan-
sion and spread of education. The following colleges in the District
prepare students for the teachors training degrees/diplomas

Sr. No. Name of the Institution  Degree/diploma awarded Duration
of course
! Dev Samaj College of B. Ed. and M. Ed. | year
Education for Women, eoch
Firozpur
2 D.A.V. College of Edu- B. Ed. 1 year

cation, Abohar

0:‘1 thes.e, the.f irs't is.meant only for women, whereas the other is
a co-¢ ucat.lonal nstitution, Both these institutes are affiliated to the
Panjab University, Chandigarh,
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(1) Dev Samaj College of Education for Women, Firozpur.—Started
in 1943, the college offers training facilities for B.Ed. and M.Ed. degrees
of the Panjab Univesity. 1t is the oldest training institution in the State
and has rendered meritorious service to the training of women teachers.
The College owes its establishment and continued growth to the
munificence of the Dev Samaj which has devoted itself to the social, moral
and spiritual uplift of the people, especially the promotion of women’s
education. In 1948, J.S.T.C. was started in the College, but it was later
on changed to J.B.T. M.Ed. classes were started in 1969.

The college building comprises commodious  classrooms, arts
and crafts rooms and laboratories, library, a rcading room, and an audi-

torium-cum-recreational hall.  There are extensive playgrounds for bas-
ketball, hockey, badminton, throw-ball, etc. in the College. Residential
quarters for the staff are also provided on the premises of the College.
On 31 March 1980, the number of students for the B.Ed. and M.Ed.
classes was 253 and 13 respectively.

(2) D.A.V. College of Education, Abohar.—Started in July 1968,
the College is affiliated to the Panjab University, Chandigarh, for the
B.Ed. course. It provides ample opportunity for extra curricular activities,
games, educational tours, hobbies, science practicals and library. There
were 245 students on the rolls of the College during 1980.

Medical Education
There is no institution for imparting medical education in the District.

Teachnical Education
With a view to imparting technical education, the directorate of

Technical Education and Industries, Punjab, Chandigarh, runsa number
of technical colleges/institutions and industrial training centres/institutes
(both for boys and girls) at various places in the State. The technical
colleges and institutes prepare students for the degree/diploma courses in
Civil, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering. In the industrial training
centres/institutes, training is given to t he students in various trades/
crafts, viz. welding, Carpentry, Fitting, Turnery, Blacksmithy,
Stenography, Draftsmanship. The girls are imparted training in
tailoring* cutting, embroidery, needlelework and knitting with hand
and machine. Separate industrial training centres for the Scheduled
Castes and the Backward Classes are also run by the Industries
Department, Punjab, Chandigarh.

In 1979-80, the District had the following institutions in the field
of engineering and technical education:

1 Government Industrial Training Institute, Firozpur

2 Government Industrial Training School for Girls, Firozpur
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3 Sewa  Sadan Industrial School for Girls,  Firozpur
Cantonment

4 Government Industrial School for  Girls, Dharmkot
5  Governmer.t Industrial Training School for Girls, Zira
6 Government Industrial Training Institute, Fazilka

Of these, 4 schools are meant for girls, whercas the remaining 2
for boys.

(¢) Physical Fducation

In the Punjab, Physical Education is imparted as a compulsery
subjectin middle and sccondary  schocls. It aims at makinga child
physically fit, mentally alert and morally sound. Due consideration is,
therefore, given to the promotion of Physical Fducation in schools and
colleges. 1t has been made a partof recreational activities included in the
school time-table. It is conducted in primary and mid dle schools by the
I.B.T. teachers, who are given special training in Physical Education.
Refresher courses for teachers in Physical Lducation are also held from
time to time. In high and higher secondary schools, physcial training
instructors and the instructors of the National Discipline scheme impart
training in Physical Education. In the colleges, the training is directed and
guided by the Physical dircectors and it is obligatory on cvery student
to attend a certain number of periods in Physcial Education.

The Assistant Education Officer for Physical Education, Firozpur,
helps the District Education Officer to promote Physical Fducationin the
District. He surervises and guidcs Fhysical Fducaticn in the scheols.
Inter school tournaments and special rallies are organized at  various
placesin the District. Thereisalsoa provision for medical inspection in the
schools, and the students, with physical defects gre given  the necessary
treatment,

Also, the following schemes, under SCparate departments promote
physical education :

1 Promotion of Sports and Games by the State Sports Depart-
ment

2 National Cadet Corps
3 Bharat Scouts and Guides

4 National Service Scheme, s

) Ponsored by the Government of
India

It is represcnted at the
Firozpur,
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(1) Promotion of Sports and Games.—The Sports Department
r §

was established in 1960 for promoting sports «nd games in the State.
dS €Sl

district level by the District Sports  Officer,
i« under the administrative control of the Divisional Sports
who o ! The District Sports Officer is assisted by 3 sports

oeer, Jalandiet rts officers, besides ministerial and class IV staff.

officers and 5 junior spo

With the merger of the Sports Department into the  Education
i e

Department in November 1966, the scope of the activities of the former
epartmen

increased manifold. | |
ain functions of the District Sports Officer are to assist then
oy m%l'n . oreanizing and running panchayat tournaments at the
1o « lnbli;gh sports club at block headquarters and in the
ek o C?Z intervillage competitions, to select suitable sites for
o 1.0 Ol-'E’;z‘lmzrounds and to discover sports talents from among the
e ors 2 2:yflents by holding coaching-camps in schools and tourn-
Villagel.St t?ed (isi;rict level. The Sports Department runs one coaching-
ments a

tre at Firozepur and two coaching centres, one each at Abohar and
centre at F

Fazilka. ‘
 Besides, there are follow

in the District : o )
sportSI1 The District Olympic Assiociation, Firozpur

The District Table-Tennis Association, Firozpur

ing associations which promote games and

2
3 The District Volleyball Association, Firozpur
4 The District Basket-Ball Association, Firozpur

5 The District Football Association, Firozpur

4 (2) National Cadet Corps.—The National Cadet Corgs (I\;.C.C.) is the
biggest and the most significant yout.h mover:;nt lt.le ‘:, e;o cli);ntix:'.
This scheme was introduced into the Stat_e m.1940 wi ' a Vi o p g
the students Physically fit and inculcating in them the ;pml A erwtce
and dignity of labour. The aims of the sc.heme are to he.ve'opc aracter,
comradeship, the ideal of service and capacity for leadership in young men
and women, to give service training to young men a:ind wolr)n??dso asto
stimulafe interest in the defence of the country, an tod ui S u.p a
reserve of manpower to enable the Armed Foreces to expand rapidly in a

national emergency. .
- The training to the cadets is imparted by the N.C.C.and the A.C.C.

and A.C.C. officers who are selected from among the teachers. They

are, however, assisted by the permanent instructional staff of the Army.
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The cadets arc imparted training in military subjects, viz. field craft,
rifle-firing, map reading, foot-drill, civil defence, etc. Girls are given
training in first aid, operating telephones, telegraph and wireless.  Senior
and junior division cadets are organized into units, cach commanded by a
regular Army major or an officer of cquivalent rank in the Air Force. The
cadets also attend an annual training camp, which lasts for about 10 days.

The number of students on the rolls in the National Cadet Corps in
the District on 3] March 1980 was as under —

Boys Girls Total
Senior Division .. 400 .. 400
Junior Division N 619 , 619

(3) Bharat Scouts and Guides.—The Bharat Scouts and Guides is
movement of national, international and universal character. Its aim is
to provide the scouts and guides with opportunities for developing those
Qualities of character which make a ‘good citizen” a man of honour, self-
discipline and self-reliance, willing and able to serve the community.

The Firozepur District Association of Boy Scouts and Girl Guides
came into being in 1920 as separate units. These associations did well
in forming scout troops/guide companies in the whole District. Up to
1950, the Girl Guide Association was functioning quite separately. On
7 November 1950, the Association and the Hindustan Scouts Association
were amalgamated at the National level,

The District Commissioner, assisted by 2 assistant district commis-
sioners, is in charge of the movement in the District, The District
Association is participating in all the scout guide activities at the State as
well as at the national level. Two of its schools, viz. the Government
High School, Khui Khera and the Government High School, Mamdot
won the Prime Minister’s shields in the national level competition.

The strength of the scouts and guides in the District on 31 March
1980 was as under :

Scouts .. 2,600 Guides 1,050

Cubs .. 800  Bulbuls 560

Scoutmasters . 117 Guide coptains 98

Cubmasters .. 81 Flock leaders 62

Lady cubmasters .. 22

Group leaders (scouts) 50 Group leaders 40
(Giudes)

(Source : State Secretary, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Punjab,
Chan digarh)
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(4) National Service Scheme.—The National Service Scheme, originally
contemplated as an alternative to the NCC and the NSO, to cover all
university students was started during the Fourth Planasa Pilot scheme by
selecting college students on a voluntary and selective basis. Its object
is to enable the students to participate, during their studies leading to the
tirst degree, in various programmes of social service and national
development to help the community and at the same time to provide them
with an opportunity to understand and appreciate the conditions and
problems of the community and inculcate in them a sense of social
consciousness and dignity of labour, thus leading to a fuller and more
balanced development of the personality of students. Participation in
the NSS enables the students to discharge at least partially their social
obligations towards the community, bring the educated youth closer to the
community and enables them to contribute to national development.

Under the programme, any student studying in a college or in a
university, who has opted and is selected for the National Service Scheme is
expected to remain under the programme for an unbroken period of
two years and is required to render social service for a minimum of 120
hours per annum, besides participating in the special camps.

The NSS is being implemented through the universities and colleges
and other institutions of higher learning. The States are also participating
financially and administratively in the operation of the scheme. The
Union Ministry of Education and Cuiture provides policy guidance, co-
ordination, and finances on a sharing basis.

This programme was launched in the Firozpur District during 1970-71,
At present, there are 1,225 NSS volunteers in the colleges of the District.
In the colleges, this programme is carried on by programme officers under
the supervision and control of the respective Principals of the colleges.

(f) Cultivation of Fine Arts

There is no regular institution in the District for imparting training in
music, dancing, etc. However, as a part of their extra-curricular activities,
some girls institutions provide facilities for the cultivation of fine arts—
Music (Vocal and Instrumental), Dancing, Painting, Drawing, Flower-

making, etc.

(g) Oriental Schools and Colleges

No such institution exists in the Distritct.
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(i Eiducation for the Handicapped

The Home for the Blind at Firozpur was cstablishe:t in December
1956. 1t has made a1 -round progress in various activitics, and has
developed into a full vledged institute in the State, 1t s managed by the
District  Council for the Welfare of the Handicuj.ped, with the Deputy
Commissioner as its Chairman. It imparts training in music (vocal and
inslrumcmui), crifts (cane and bamboo works, cycle baskct-making, soap-
making). breilly, and handloom-weaving.  Arrangements are also made
for higher education in colleges. The main objecet of the institution is t'he
uplilt and rchablilitation of the blind.  The number of the students varies
from 45 to 50.

This institution is affiliated to the National Association for the .Blm(.l,
Bombay, and the District Red Cross Society, Firozpur. Admis?mn’ls
open to the blind in the age-group of 6-—11 years, irrespective ol ca‘stc,
colour and creed. The inmates are given free training, boarding,

. . . . are amenitics
lodging, clothing, medicines, raw materials and the wellare ame
during their training period.

The existing number of the inmates is 40
(39 boys and

1 girl) belonging  to various States.

For the rehabilitation of the blind,

steps  to provide the more trained among them with work by expanding
the existing workshop.  The workers are paid wages according to the
market rates and are provided with free board, lodging, clothing, etc.
The Home for the Blind is mainly financed by contributions from the local
bodies, the District Reg Cross Socicty, the District Relief-Fund Cf)m'
mittee, the grant from the Central Social-Welfare Board, the donations

from the Public ang from the sale of articles made by the inmates of the
Home.

the management has taken

(i) Adult Literacy, Social

Education and Measures for the Diffusion
of Culture among the m

asses,
. A schems of Sogia] (Adult) Education for spreading literacy a'fd
diffusing culture among the masses was introduced into the District in
October, 1968, It organized by the Circle Social-Education Officer,

Jullundur Circle, Jullundur, who is under the overall charge of the Direc-
tor of Public Instruction, Punjab, Chandigarh.

The workin the field is organized and supetvised by the Supervisof,
Soc“iﬂ Education Mobile Squad. The female centres function during
daytime, whereas the male centres work after dusk. The literary work
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at these centres envisages knowledge of .3 R’s (reading, wr‘it.ing and
arithmetic) up to the second or third }?rmw.ary.sizmdard, h‘ndesisuch
aspects of social education, as curremaf.Ta]rs. agr:cullure. gefz(?rfv] S(‘lfnce,
health, hygiene. and geed  citizenship. The 1(1_1?]*? (:exmo? Invariably
cater for craft work related to sewing an'd enjbrm(.el‘n?g, which are de.
signed to serve as a focal point of attraction for the illiterate adults.

Social education is given free at these centres and‘cver'l books a.re
supplied free of cost to the adults. Ther'c is als.o a mobile cme~ma unit,
&hi"h ozcasionally arranges film shows in the villages where' such cent.res

. i On 31 March 1980, there were 30 Socyal-educatlon
a.lc ]vocz(lltzdf.or males and 15 for females) in the District. Thfese Centr.es
‘C”“]CSOkL:d after by supervisors, who function under the Circle Socjal
:?:icuca(;ion Officer, ) Jalandhar Circle, Jalandhar.

In addition, a vigorous programme, gallgd thf: Rural Functional

iter Project, has been launched in the District with effect from 198(.)-
i ihie’qcherne, 300 centres are to be started. The scheme is
?(Iékegl:fi'teerr bv: :; Projed Officer and 10 supervisers. The .objective f’f
i heme IS to seek the upliftment of the rural'people In economic
;’;‘j :gcial spheres together with the spreading of literacy among them.

(j) Cultural and Literary Societies and Periodicals Cultural Sccieties,
J

Among the cultural societies functioning in the District, menticn may
be made of the following —

(1) Tagore Kala Kendar, Firozpul.'.——S.tart'ed in 19421.-“ thtehH.tM.
Higher Secondary School, Firozepur City, 1.t aims a.t provi m?' e ’sr;-
ts wi healthy atmosphere for developing their personality. €
:zzislt‘:::lsﬂ:)f this society include speeches, debates, fancy dress, folk-dances

and action songs, etc.

(2) Adarsh Dramatic Club, Firozpur.-—.Starl.ed ‘in {1958 in t.he. Hinl:iu

Girls Higher Secondary School, Firozpur City, it aims at pro?/l‘dmg the

ith self-expression, aesthetic sense and_ other qualities of ex-

Stude'l:)t; WI'tl'he: activities of this scciety comprise speeches, detates,
pression.

plays, songs, dances, etc.

(3) Kala Kendra Dramatic Club, Firozpur .Cam(mment.—Swrtcd i.n
1958 in the Decent Children Modern School, Fl-rozpur' Cantovn:je.nt,thlt
aims at inculcating artistic tastes in the students, in particular, and in the

ic i eneral. It prepares students for the Allahabad Sangeet
gublilt? E:;mig;ation The special features of the Club are dramas, plays,
am .

music and dance.
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(4) Mitra Kala Mandal, Firozpur.-- Started in 1950 in the S.D. Higher
Secondary School,  Firozepur City, its object is to revive the ancient
Indian culture and to create national feelings in the minds of children.

Besides the above, the following cultural societies exist in the District.
The schools and colleges also draw up interesting cultural programmes
and participate in the national functions

I Firozpur Dramatic Club, Firozpur

2 Ram Natak Dramatic Club, Firozpur

3 Ram Lecela Natak, Anaj Mandi, Firozepur

4 Loco-Shed Dramatic Club, Firozpur

5 Newton Hospital Dramatic Club, Firozpur

6 Basti Tankanwali Dramatic Club, Firozpur

7 Bazam-i-Adab, Firozpur

8 Cantonment Dramatic Club,  Firozpur

9 Naween Sahitya Sabha, Basti Tankanwali, Firozpur
10 Azad Dramatic Club, Firozpur Cantonment

Literary Societies

Among the literary societies functioning in the District, the follow-
ing deserve mention :

(1) Punjabi Likhari Sahitya Sabha, Firozpur.—Established in 1951,
ft aims at encou raging the writj

meetings are conducted regularly
offered to the members with resp
affiliated to the Kendari Likhar;

ng of stories, pocms, essays, etc. Its
and rich and constructive criticism is
cct to their write-ups. The society is
Sabha (Regd.), Jalandhar.

(2) Sahitya-Dhara, Alamwala,
at publishihg literary works of hi
is making a useful contribution t

—Established in 1967, this society aims
gh merit produced by young writers. 1t
0 the development of literature and lan-

Besides the above societies, the following literary sccicties are contri-

s promotion and encouragement of literary activities
in the District :—

1 Punjabi Sahitya Sabha, Abohar
2  Hindi Sahitya Sadan, Abohar
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Sahitya Sangam, Abohar
Punjabi Sahitya Sabha, Talwandi Bhai
i’unjabi Sahitya Sabha, Kot Isa Khan

Sahitya Sabha, Zira

B = SR 7 )

Sahitya Sabha, Jalalabad

Periodicals

For particulars regarding the periodicals, etc. published in the District,
refer to pages of Chapter XVIII, ‘Public Life and Voluntary Social Service

Organizations.

(k) Libraries

Libraries play a vital role in spreading education among the masses
both in urban and rural areas. With a view to co-ordinating and rationaliz-
ing the existing library facilities and providing more faci.htles for the
proper functioning of libraries and reading-rooms run by various (?ovem-
ment departments and local bodies, the Punjab Govern-ment'set up in 1?50
a central body called the ‘Central Library Committee’, in which the Pur.uab
Library Association is also represented by its President. The Committee
did excellent work in implementing the plan, known as the Randhawa
Plan, which envisaged the setting up of new libraries in be:.autiful surrou‘nd-
ings and furnishing them with well-designed furniture, pufture and paint-
ings, concerning the Punjab and its reople. Under this scheme, new
public libraries were started in urban and rural are:jts of the St.ate. These
are doing useful service to the public by spreading education among

them.

The following types of libraries are functioning in the District :

The District Library, Firozpur

The District Library, Firozpur, was set up in Decemter 1979. 1y
nas provision for 60 seats in its reading-rooms and 20 seat.s for the se-
parate Children Section. It has a lot of reference books t.o give .adeqyate
reference service to its readers. It has also a gocd collection for its child.
ren Section. The membership which is open to adults as well as to child.
ren has risen to 400 during this short period.

Panchayat Libraries.—Generally, every Panchayat in the District
maintains a small library for the promotion of education and general
knowledge among the masses in the rural areas.
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Municipal and Cantonment Board Tibraries.—
in the District, viz. Firozpur. Guru Har Satai,
Dharamkot, Fazilka, Abebar,
reading-rooms for public use. Out of them. the Mahesh Chand Memeorial
Municipal Library, Firozpur, is quite old. 1t was established in 1934

by Dr. Sadhu Chand Vincyek in the memory of his father. 1 has a good
collection of books on various subjects.

Al the municipalities
Talwandi Prai. Zira.

ond  Jalalabad, naintaip libraries and

Established in 1956, the

Cantonment
Cantonment also has a la

Board Library, Firozpur
ree number of hooks on various subjects.

School and College  Lihraries -
schools and colleges in the District 1

use of students and teachers,

Al the high/higher secondary
ave their own libraries meant for the

Badri Parshad Library,
Parshad in 1930, the Library
It has a good de

Firozpur Cantonment.
is rendering very
al of books on various subjects

Started by Badri
useful service to the public.

Jain Library, Firozpur Cantonment.- St
by the local Jain Mandir Prabandh
mostly on Jainism.

arted in 1946, it is managed
ak Committee. ¥t contains books

Jain Library, Zira.—Fstablished in
Jainism and ancient Indian literature,

Guru Singh Sabha Library,

Ahohar.—~Fstahlished in 1946, it contains
books, mostly on Sikh history and religion,

Besides the above librarics,
Firozpur Cantonment maintaing g
village of Shahzadi (Firozpur Tahsj)
Library, Zira also cater for the nee

1958, it contains books on

the Sukhman; Sewa  Sabha Society,

library, The public Library Trust,
) and Shahid Gurdas Ram Memorial
ds of the reading public, in general.

CHAPTER XVI
MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES
(a) Public Health and Medical Facilities in Early Times
a

i edicines for different discases were }')r.epaer from
In early times, ftnt' e, the general use of herbal medicines develop-
herbs. Tn course o lIsns’tcm of medicine. With the advent of Mus-
ed into the Ayu.rvedlc Yy was also introduced into the country and was
fims, the Unani Syi::mthese systems existed side by Sl'd?. However,
popularized. SO. b(]’ eriod, the Ayurvedic System declmec'l to some
during_ he med]ezihepofﬁci;ﬂ patronage given to the Unani System.‘
extent because Oh t the latter became more popular in the urban areas;,
with the result t ad' System continued to develop in the rural areas.
whereas the .Ayurve Ic w:s introduced into the country with the advent
i Al}go?t?t:]cinszls;ec?;-Satlui territory early in the nincteenth century.
of the Britis ;

dicine, viz. Ayurveda, Unani
three systems of me /

At presont 1" ﬂ::lctised. Of these, Allopathy i1s 1?1uch {norehpopula;
and Allopathy a:;osemment patronage enjoyed by it fiurmgg e pa
on account. o7 tury and a half. Of late, Homoeopathy is also becoming
more than acentu

popular.

i d scientific treatment of human
With the 'sp.rea: ofe:cdlll Ci,t;cf;e apt,leople, the metheds of faith-curg
ills coming withip t ztise d by fewer people now. The I—!omoeopath)f‘
and quackery are pra ractitioners in towns. The Ayurvedlc. and Unani
is practised by a few p]ike d by the people because ?f the sun.p]er and
systems are, 1.10.wever, rescribed. The Government Is af:corflmg go?d
familiar medlc:::ze fystems and the number of Agu.rveldglzoDéslpearLsgrl;:
ition to ; 3-54 to 18 in -
;:Cto[;gen;)istrict incre.asicli]e fcrl?::gcénsfxz 13;’ o inder the dire.ct admipis-
in 1979-80, eachf :ﬁe Director of Ayurveda., Punjab. Besides there
trative ;o%rn(:nio Dispensaries in the District in 1979-80.
were

119 Allopathic Institutions in tllxe

On 31 March 198(2),2 ﬂ::)r:pvii:;: (20 hospitals and 2 tuberculosis

District, compnsmglth centres, 85 subsidiary health centres and 3 dispen-

clinics), 9 primary hea. stitutions, 110 were managed b).r the State Go;ernf :
saries. Out of these mecial and 2 were pfivate, besides some <l)t ers;i
ment, 7 were Sac *F provided with 1,376 beds (711 for males an

These institutions “:;te of which 1,089 were mana'ged by tl:; C;z\[:lr):;
665 for fcma;ez);, private bodies and others. During 1979, the
ment, and 28

ted was 7,22,471, comprising 14,403 indoor and 7,-0.8‘,'0‘7;4
of patients treate [ ————

outdoor.
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The number of registered medical
District in 1979 was 285 doctors,
dais.

and para-medical personnel in the
348 midwives, 489 nuises and 1,204

Because of the dry climate
comparatively good income o
of health is good.

, healthy environmental conditions and
f the people in the District, the standard

(b) Vital Statistics

The registration of vital statistics is compulsory, In the rural areas,
the chowkidars  maintain the birth-and-death registers. Similarly,
these necessary records are maintained by the municipalities in the urban
areas. In addition to many other advantages, the procedure provides
a dependable record of the growth of population and, at the same time,

family-welfare
measures. The Civil Surgeon, Firozpur, compiles these datq. The

birth-rate, the death-rate, and the rate of infantile mortality per thou-
sand per annum, in the Firozpur District, d

uring l972~1980, are given
below
Year Birth-rate per  Death-rate per  Infantile
(Calendar year) thousand of thousand of mortality
population population rate of age
per thousand
live births
~~-—--—\*--~—N —_—
1972 26 -89 634 5109
1973 2532 545 46 -49
1974 2708 675 3902
1975 2708 6-52 39.34
1976 24 .33 6 60 60 -82
1977 25-39 658 44 .37
1978 2502 673 3836
1979 2415 6-17 3525
1980 23.50 5.84 31.95
— T

——

trce - T
(Source : Civil Surgeon, Firozpur)
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i tality
ity.—The important causes of mor '
uses of Mortality. . ause ot |
i Imp‘_"'ta.“: Care fever, dysentery, respiratory d]SCASf:S.and mju(rix'es
et 1't?IIStflcl :ed in Appendix I, page 387, gives statistics regarding
The table inclu
some of the important causes of deaths.

(c) Diseases Common to the District

. Fevers are the main cause of deaths. These ir{ch;dzs;

(1) Fevers.—Fe hc;id influenza and other seasona% fevers, 11‘)01;1
ordinary f'evers, P fev’ers are the result of infections, unhealthy
ing malan‘a. Thesed diet, leading to low resistance. The .causes of theds'e
living and imbalance lmos,t chronic and it is extremely c?x(’ﬁcult to eradi-
fevers have become ":t these fevers were cured with various medlclln;s,
cate them. I'n ‘the p;ut’ at present, their place has been taker'l by su Il’t 1:1'
including quinine. wiﬁch have been found to be very effectlve.‘ H.ea y
drugs and antlblotls t would lesson to a considerable extent the mcxdenc;a
living an(lj 11;';:: : ;efevers. Malaria has been brought under contro
of genera

ith D.D.T. sprays used to destroy mosquitoes.
wit .D.T.

i iratory diseases, which are next
(i Resprato® gli':zse:::—al.{r:sg{:ztor:sponsible for deaths in the
O aused by different types of smokes, fumes, vapTc;)urse
DiStriCt.' Hovie l:ased by the burning of charcoal,' coke, etc. :S
e e ounding atmosphere all the time, thus affec 11}1]g
gases pollite B surrle Smoke irritates the eyes, the threoat and the
the health t()fttll;/e P;:l; il;sanitary conditions in the slums also cause the
lungs constantly.

outbreaks of these diseases.

i i 48,
der to check the spread of such diseases, the Factories Act, 19
In order

d to far-off
flluents should be remove

d any harmful e

atmosphere an

{ the people.
1y affect the health o

they do not adverse

places, where

. . . t the
i iliti lable in dispensaries and a
i ic facilities avai dispens: at
N Chag:;torzts hospitals, provision of institutional facxllltlxe:,s
! e ’ iseases, suc
publfc.- l?ealtht eatment, and follow-up of cases from dnseath e
dommhf ry- ;nd chronic bronchitis, have brought down the
tuberculosis

i iderably. |
ﬁgures' o —A few decades back, malaria was without a rtw;?
G5 Ma!aﬁa- afflicting mankind. In India, hardly an.y aspec
among (e dlse‘ﬁsel’;ural and industrial-remained unaﬂ‘ectc;:d by its ravages.
life-—so;ial,‘agr.!l; u1908 in the Punjab was of a great magnitude and a large

The epidemic

number of people perished.
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The National Malaria-Control

in 1953 and a numbher of malari
such unit w

Programme was started in the State

a-control units were established. One
as cstablished in the Firozpur District in the sam
undertake the malaria-control

for five years, reducing

¢ ycarto
operations.  This programme continued
the number of malaria cases considerably.

After the decision of the Government  of India, on 5 December
1957 to ecradicate malaria from whole of the country. the National
Malaria-Control Programme was switched over to the National Malaria-
Eradication Pregramme (N.M.E.P) during 1958, Under it, a number
of units, including the one in the Firozpur District
this  purpose, the State was div
Jullundur. The

. were started.  For

ided into two zones, viz. Patiala and
Firozpur District falls in the Patial

Owing to the occurrence of positive cases and focal outbreaks, some
areas of the State were temporarily  reverted to the attack phase for
spraying in 1968 and 1969, This ste

me in the State. Most of the area, reverted to the attack phase, was from
the districts of Patiala. Firozpur, Sangrur and Bathinda. )
The claim made in 1965 that the mosquito menace had been eradi-
cated from the country was only partially true. There were several
pockets in the country where no real break-through had yet been achiev-
ed. Tnsome other areas as well, there was slide-back because of the lack
of the follow-up measures or because of the non-supply of insecticides.

a zong.

pled to the rephasing of the program-

The campaign, known
been launched, for it is gener
has become serious  again,
parts of the country have n

as the Urban Malaria Scheme has, thus,
ally recognized that if the mosquito menace
it is partly because the civic bodics in large

ot played their part in the anti-malaria drive
which was launched in 1958 The National Malaria-Eradication Programme
launched witp, Support of the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) was confined mainly to the ryral areas, whercas t}?c
were instructed to implement the malaria-
ir own efforts. The local bodics showed
g this campaign, with the result that the
laria-Eradication Programme complained
N to spread to the rural arcas from the towns.

The Malaria Department is taking hcalthy steps to cradicate malaria
from the District. From

1977 t0 31 March 1980, us many as 7,95,544
slides with bloog Smears - were collected ang cxamined. In the same
period, 7,06,720 houses in 4,360 villages were sprayed and 3,46,849 kg.
of BHC was yseq,

local bodieg in the urbap areas
control measyreg through the
little enthusiasm for launchin
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i i are
ise —The communicable diseases
i unicable  Diseases. N
W Clo"lm:in smallpox, etc. A briel reference to cach of these,
fague, cholera, g , (A br s Lo
l:vuh ;’)articular reference to the District is ma

Plague

. =sent non-existent, was the most-feared-of pes.til.encqs.
Plague,‘dt prés t in 1897, ithad never teen totally ehm.majted
Fver since it br'OkTQ;);‘ Since the partition (1947), as in other dlstr1c1§
from the State ‘tlll estj]e;l ce has not been noticed in FirozpurT because of
of the Stat.e, thlsdp epeated use of DDT and Gammexaf]e in the tre.af.
the cxte‘nsnve and r Pand flea harborages in the endemic areas. Vigi-
ment of rat burfo\}’? ed to the utmost in order to detect plz.igue'among
lance is.also maintain opulation and every possible precauFlon is ta.ken
rats orlm thzcl;ltl::"mf;a:ures, including the anti-plague inoceulation,
1o apply pre

wherever human cases occur.

Cholera

i ith mass ga:herings, especially
i idemi rally associated wit . :
. epl(llfmlcz;tgg;erdwir and at solar-eclipse fairs at Kurukshetra
¢ K ir 3 lipse
o I\'lllm!::s :ollect in large numbers. This disease used to spread
" the vi ing i i home,
:tzn tﬁe pilgrims carrying infection returned

Department makes special arrangements to combat
The Healh : asions. All the dispensaries are directed 'to inocu-
epidemics on such octCl ng the melas. Besides, medical-inspection po§ts
late the Persons v;flthegimportant railway or road stations where strict
are established at a ision are cxercised. At places where melas are held,
vigilance and superv arrangements, provision of ~ safe water-sup I.)])./’
special cons;rl‘;ili’s;' and removal of night-soil are made. Specific
satisfactory ¢

ttend on cases of infectious diseases and rendering
to a
arrangements

medical aid to the pilgrims are also made.

Small-Pox

. istent efforts, the District has never been f.r?e. from
Despite persis wing to the existence of increased facilities .for

smallpox. However’a:cination, there has been a remarkable reduction

vaccinatiol'l and f‘}";his disease. The incidence of this disease and the

in the il;-mde::;ti(:/e measures taken in the district against it during 1961
i re \

?cf t?;l;Ooarr; given in Appendix 1I at page 388.

is dis i ational problem and is required
sis.—This disease is a n *m and .
) T“b:;::“lfational level. To root it out, emphasis is being lau; on
t; . fitve side of the centrol. The B.C.G. Programme has now been
the preventi
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integrated wich the other health
centres.  The B.C.G. v
culosis.  The me
time, mobie B.C.
tion ¢

activities of the
accination g
48U ways
G teams we
ampaipgn wys slarted ip
has been introduced to fix up
scheme, the Firozpyr District
there are two
Abohar.

primary health units/
& preventive measure against tuber-
aken up in (he Punjab in 1949. At that
reset up. [ 1951, a mass B.C.q. vaceina-
the entire State. Since 1959

» & scheme
e

ams at the  districy level and, under thig
was taken up in April, 1962, At present,
anti—lubcrculosis clinics, one at Firozpur and the other gt

(d)  Medicaj and Public Healgh, Services

Prcviously, medic
medical and health,
the functioning of hospitals
work in the District, besides
ment. The Digt
health wip
health

two  wings, viz.
Officer wag responsible for
and dispcnsarics, and medical
being the medico-|
rict Medical and Health Off;
g and wag respo
“Promotion services 1
Municipalities o, public-he
the administratiye control
In April, 1964, these two wj

The District Medical

and surgical
egal expert of the Govern-
Cer was in charge of the
nsible for sanitation, discasc-pmvention and
n the District. He Was also to advise the
alth matters, Both the wings worked under

of the Director, Health Services, Punjab.

W arrange-
both the medical and  health

and sanitary inspectors, 38
» 102 basje health workers, 31
d miscellaneous
On the health de, the Malar; :
' : , alarig Officer i i
officers (in charge of dispensaries b o hators and medical

) also aggig the Civil § imi

i urgeon. Similar
functlons are performeg by the zijq Parshad, Ty, munigipalities also
assist the' Civil Surgeon ip, the Pyplic heaith field. p d heck the
adulteration of foodstuffs, the Civi delopmr e to chec
medical officers

foodstuffs,

si

They cap, take samples of
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S y i i etc-
' pl b

llopathic,
iture incurred by the State Governmen:a:)irelsAa o e
v expegdlgm i hospitals, health centres, ;lsl;e’;l 53,135. All the
i nan i s 97,53,135.
:yl;tx}\l'e‘::;v?:es in the District in 1979-310 :::lstrol of the Civil Surgeon,
€a ferrtd der the 1
. . S are un . contro
allopathic medxca: msué:;;?:m Unani institutions are under the
‘ . The Ayurv . icer, Firozpur.
Ftl‘rf;pul;istrict Ayurvedic and Unani Office
O €

1980, there were
itutions.—On 31 March ’ o
i dical Institutions.—! istrict. Their tahsil-wise
AlloPat;l'_cnsl:?temions (allopathic) in the Distric
119 medical i

is gi elow ——
and area-wise break-up is given b

Total Rural Urban

Tahsil/District
- 12
A 46 34
Firozpur Tahsil 31 30 1
Zira Tahsil 0 36 6
Fazilka Tahsil

Firozpur District

dical institutions
i f the above 119 me o
e 7 5t i rivate non-aided.
o 'ma?a-gelr;qgnState public, 7 State special nnfi 2 t;:eahh non-aided
The v o hos, itals, primary health centres, slubuila;y e 350305,
fispen o'f hi?lsfl‘xe D’istrict is given in Appendix III o
dispensaries

396 and 397, respectively.

indigenous systems
i titutions.—The in ) i
Unani Medical Ins i suit the loca
Ayurvedic an: urvedic and Unani, are quite cl}:arn;its' However,
of medlc"l[‘f, vrl:;diZines used have to adver;e t;e:e systems lost their
needs. e by the British, ) to
i lack of petronage by t devised means
owmf tf;ytheAfter independence, the Governmen
popularity.

popularise them again.



384 FTROZPUR

On 31 March 1980, there were 33 Ayurvedic, 1 Homoeopathic

'lnd 3 . { sl oe Inets . M
P .Undm medical institutions in the District. Their tchsil-wise and
area-wise break-up is given below : |

Tahsil/District Total Rural Urban
r
Firozpur Tahsil 12 11 1
Zira Tahsil 6
6
Fazilka Tahsil 19
19
Firozpur District o
37 36 1

(Source :  District Ayurvedic and Unani Officer, Firozpur)

A . . .
d t"]'” ?hcsc Institutions arc managed by the Government. Their
etatled list is given in Appendix VI on pages 398-399.

Blood Banks

T . .
e hhc‘ us? of b‘h?od as a therapeutic measure is on the increase in all
D‘L c ¢s of medicine and surgery. There are two blood banks in the
lsl c o . . . . “ » ‘ F‘

.y rict ']lé‘ht, Civil Hospital, Firozpur and at the Frances Newton Hospital

Ozpur Cantonment. The work don ‘ ’

' . e by them with res
’ : . spect to the

collection and transfusion of blood is given in Appendix VI} onppage 400

Prevention of Adulteration of Foodstuffs

To prevent the adulteration of foodstuffs, the Prevention of Food
Adulteration Act was passed in 1954, It replaced the p C_" - 'ood
Act of 1929. Under the Act, samples are taken e e
for the purpose and the duly sealed sam
Health Laboratory at Chandigarh for
samples are not found up to the mark ar

by the staff appointed
Ples are sent to the Food and
analysis. The persons whose
¢ challaned,

The work done under the Act is detailed in Appendix VIl on page 401
(e) Private Hospitals ang Nursing Homes

In the Firozepur District, the

re is ; . .
Frances Newton Hospital, Firozp only one private hospital, viz.

ur Cantonment, with 'a branch at
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Guru'Har Sahai. A brief account of the Hospital is as under :—

Frances Newton Hospital, Firozpur Cantonment.—The Hospital
was established in 1894 by Dr. Frances Newton, wife of Rev. Dr. Frances
Newton. To begin with, the Hospital was meant only for women and
children. Later on, male patients also began lo be attended on. Under
Dorothy Ferris, it grew up to become a 300 beds (89 beds for males, 142
beds for females, 25 beds for children and 44 beds for infants) general
hospital. During 1980, the number of indoor and outdoor patients
was 6,432 (1,698 males, 2,702 females and 1,942 children) and 37,791
(10,887 males, 17,901 females and 9,003 children, respectively).

The staff comprises of 27 full-time and 2 part-time doctors (specialists),
12 house surgeons, 7 interns, 78 nurses including sisters, student-nurses,

etc., 10 paramedicals and 95 others.

The Hospital is equipped with special departments. It runs a school
of nursing, a school for laboratory technicians, and a blood bank. It
has an intensive care unit, which has all types of equipment needed for

post-operative emergency care.

This hospital has also its 10 bed branch at Guru Har Sahai, known
as D.L. Ferris Hospital. Its doctors and nurses attend on men, women
and children coming there as outdoor and indoor patients.

(f) Medical and Public Health Educatienal Institutions

There is no medical and public health educational institution in
the District. However, the Frances Newton Hospital, Firozpur Canton-
ment, runs a school of nursing and a school for laboratory technicians

on its own premises.
(g) Sanitation

(i) Public Health and Sanitation in the Urban Areas.—Before 1924,
there were a few vaccinators in the District under the control of the Civil
Surgeon, Firozpur. These vaccinators also looked after sanitation, in
addition to performing vaccinations, In 1929, a separate health branch
was established, and under it a sanitary inspector and a few naib-darogas
were posted at the}District Headquarters to look' after sanitation. This
arrangement continived till 1944, when the sanitary inspectors, assisted
by sanitaryJsupervisors 'and sanitary beldars, were appointed at the tahsil,
level.

Since the launching of the Five-Year Plans] ‘and: the Community
Development Programme, primary health units or centres have been set
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up to 10(.)k. after sanitation also in the rural arcas, In the urban areas,
the municipal committees attend to sanitation,

(i) Rural Sanitation and Water-supply.— Previously, there was{no
regular body in the villages to look after the health of the people.  After
Independence in 1947, the sanitary beldars were re-designated as swasthyd
sahuiks,. of whom a few were posted in each district. Their main duty
was to Improve the village sanitation along with certain other duties, such
as anti-plaguc and anti-cholera measures.

?incc the launching of the First Five-Year Plan (1951—56), the Com-
munity  Development Organisation and primary health units/centres
have bf:cn set up. The staff, posted in these organisations, werc entrust-
e‘d mainly with the work of sanitation, Much improvcme’nl has, there-
fore, been made in this ficld. Gramseviks and gram sevikas, under the
block development and panchayat  officers, and the staff of ’ the Health
Departn.lent, such as sanitary inspectors, lady health visitors, along with
the medical officers, under the guidance of the Civil Surgeon, attached t0

¢ . .
.he health units or centres, have been paying necessary attention to the
lmprovement of rural sanitation,

: lHealth and sanitation cover the opening of new hospitals, primary
ealth centres, the construction of drains, dry latrines and smokeless

chullahs, 'the paving of streets, the installation of hand-pumps and the
construction of walls for drinking water.

Water-Supply

. Out of the total number of 1,084 villages in the District, water scatcity
¢Xists in as many as 354. The problem of water-supply is being solved
through the efforts of the Block Development Agency and the Health
Department. They provide grants for the water-supply schemes under
which a fairly large number of hand-pumps have been installed. BY
March, 1979, the water-supply schemes had been started in 126 villages.

‘ The water in the District has a high content of fluorid, resulting in
damage to teeth, bones and the spinc.,

1

APPENDIX

(Vide page 379)

Causes of, and specific death-rates with respect to different diseases per thousand of population in the Firozpur District --1972—80

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

Other
Causes

Dysentery and Respiratory Injuries
diarrochoea Diseases

Fevers

Plague

Smallpox

Cholera

Year (Calendar year)

1-57
107
1-78
1-66
173

0-55
0-52

1-02
0-98

0-87
0-85
093

090

2:33
203
2-42
2-38
2:32
235

1972

1973

0-58
0-56
0-55

1-04
1-02
1-05
1-03
1-05
1-03

1974
1975
1976
1977
1978

0-95
0-92
0-97

0-90

170
1-81
142

0-58
0-60
0-57

2:30
225

1979

1980

(Civil Surgeon, Firozepur)

Source :

387
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¥4 APPENDIX 1}

Incidence of smallpox and preventive measwres taken a

(Vide page 38D

gainst it in the Firozepur District,

1972 to 1980

e

Re-vaccing

Number of Primary

Number of

- Year (Calendar year)

tions

Deaths vaccinations

Arewnag syendsoq
086 YOIEN J€ UO S€ ‘RIS MAZOIL] oY) U saesuadsIp puv S WEH

2,51,896
2,34,723

38,741

39,604

1973

1974

w w
- A
o X
S g

S B
= =
~
g O
IS
w0

~ o=

N

-~ =

1977

1,71,534
1,54,608
1,12,549

69,087

40,599
38,034
38,516
. 30,221

1978

1979

1980

I XION3ddV

Civil Surgeon, Firozepur)

(Source:
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APPENDIX Vv (vide page 383)

Fami
amily Welfare clinics in the Firozepur District ag existing on 31 March 1980

TS e S—

. Area of location
. .
Seri Name and location Rural/  Type of

Urban  Management
Tahsil Block

(if any)
T S}
1 Urban Family w
Unit, Ahoha)l,r clfare Urban Government Fazilka Abohar
2 Urban Family W
Unit, Firozpyur clfare Do Do Firozpur  Firozpur
3 Rural Family Wel
Unit, Khui Khera ¢ R0 Do Fazilka Khuian
arwar
4 Rural Family W
Unit, Kot Tsa Khan® Do Do Zira Dharmkot
5 Rural Family Welfare Do Do Do Zira

Unit, Kasoana

6 Rural Family Welf;
Unit, Feroz);sh:h are Do Do Firozpur  Ghal Khurd
7 Rural Family Welf:
Unit, Maméot erare Do Do Do Firorpur
8 Rural Family Welfa
Unit, Guru Har Sall;?xi Do Do Do (S;ul:u. Har
ahai

9 Rural Family Welfare Do Do

Unit, Jandwala Bhimeshah Fazilka Jalalabad

10 Rural Family Welf;

Unit, Sito Gunno are Po Do Fazilka Abohar
11 Rural Family Welfar

Unit, Dabwala Kalaen Do Do Fazilka Fazilka
12 Family Welfare Clinic, Do

%*mmnment Firozpur  Firozpur

Firozpur Cantonment oard

(Source :  Civil Surgeon, Firozpur)

Serial
No.

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 397

APPENDIX V
(vide page 383)

Maternity and child health centres in the Firozpur District, as functioning

Name and location

on 31 March 1980

Area of location

Rub:al/ MTypc of ‘o
anegemen Y
Urban ¢ * Tahsil Block

(if any)

Jalalabad West
Fazilka

Abohar

Firozpur I

Firozpur 11

Zira

Urban State Public  Fazilka Jalalabad

Do Municipal Fazilka Fazilka
Comuittee
(Local
Body)

Do State Public Do Abohar

Do Municipal Firozpur  Firozpur
Committee
(Local
Body)

Do Do Do Do
Do District Red Zira Zira

Cross
Society

(Source : Civil Surgeon, Firozpur)
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CHAPTER XVil

OTHI'R SOCIAL SERVICTES

Social services me;
which are undert

duals, ¢l

. . . ) individuals
i those activities of the  State  and indiv
aken to bring

asSes or groups of
role in making administration more c¢ffective
services and their scope has bee
obligation on the part

about social cquilibrium among ”‘dw:—
persons. These activities play an imporl%m
and in  utilizing  welfare
N widening continually. 1t is almost ;n
progressive modern State to promote t t
general well-being of the community. The State also renders a gf“‘d ’“:IT:C
ber of specialized services in different spheres, such  as education, pu
health ang housing.  The modern welfare State is, thus, built on a strong
) The successive Five-Year Plans have also
and scope for further improving and expand-

of g

framework of social

ervices.
atforded wide

Opportunities
ing  social services,

(a) Labour Welfare

Labour welfare, ag g movement,
Industrial Revolution, especi
present century, the growth of |

the growth of industri
techniques,

ware of the
began in the carly years of tl}:
. N the
ally in the Western countrics. In o
. ot is due
abour welfare, to g great extent, is du

alization, urbanization
Labour welfare

as may be cstablished in or

and acceptance of moqe.rn
implies such services, facilities and amenities
in the vicinity of undertakings to cnable t.he
persons employed in them to perform their work in healthy and congenial
Surroundings ang provide them with amenities conducive to good health
and sound morgs. Wellare activitjes also include such activitics as ma)f
be carricd oyt for improving the health, safety, general well-being and ﬂ?c
industrig] cf[‘icicncy of the workers beyond the minimum standards laid
down by the Factory Acts ang other laboyr legislation.  Thus labour

. , . . e ition.
welfare includes housing, medical and educational facilities, nutritic
facilities for restand recreation

. e .crics and
» €o-operative societics, day nurserics ¢
creches, Provision of healthy

. . \ M a ’
accommodation, holidays ~ with pay
Soci

al insurance measures, ete, undertake

N voluntarily by the employers.

Labouyr welfare m assified into three

broad categories, L€

statutory, Statutory welfare  constitutes  those
» the observance of which is binding on the em-
Ty welfare includes al| these activities con-
ducive to the wey orkers, undertaken by the employers them-

4 CO-operative enterprise of the  workers to
ot in g Suitable manncr.,

Before Independence,
governmental org
disputes for the
labour problensg

there was hardly ap
anization for the Prevention ap

welfare of industrial Wworkers g
in the State. To look after I

Y systematic and regul.a"
d scttlement of industrial
nd for dealing with other
bour welfare in the State, 8

403
OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES

: ablished in 1949, The Labf)ur-
separate L'a.bo.ur [());{)dlctrme&tog;v z;:;z‘l?ot District) looks after Fl(;‘OZ;
Cum'CO“C'“a“OQ ':t:ed’ by one labour inspector, grade 1, po§te ar
Eioupur and 2 e inspectors, grade II, one each posted a't Flrozp:l-
i o 2 labmllj boupr-cum-Conciliation Officer deals with theTa;1
a"'d.Abohar' Thj i ua:es under the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. X e
m‘"‘S‘.m“‘)n o 1Sﬁ)hou h under the immediate control .Of, the La our-f
ShOP msp(':cfto'rs’ Si‘f icerg Moga, function under the Ch_let Inspector o
G oneadon "11’Establishments-cum-Labour Of.fl.cer (Headqua;r-
s Commcrﬁ;l‘e are responsible for the admmlstratlon‘ (?ft e
terS)" Chandlgarh;i Com};nercial Establishment Act, 1958, the Minimum
PWuan;:sb :201;59438': and the Payment of Wages Act, 1936.

; i Conciliation
-cum-Conciliation Officer, Moga, is the o ini-
Thc' Lz,zo[l;ristrict under the Industrial Dlspllte§ Act, 1194:17IS uft{e .
Officer tor. iati roceedings for the settlement of 1f1dustfla fl‘)h v
tiates Concumtl?,n ptes by mediation through joist discussion. I ;hiana,l
tries to setflc dflapud through Government, to the Labou.r Court, Lu -
the matter is F<'3 er"{"e'bunal Punjab, Chandigarh. Apl')omtec'i underpsec. :
or the Industrial .rll o ’utes Act, 1947, the Industrial TrlPunal, m??h;
7-A of the :1 nd;l:}t,:lz verypimportam role in the redress of grievances o
digarh, p
(iilhdat?strigal workers in the State.

i . ic legislati tain-
Labour Legiflatls(l):tion is essentially a socio- economic legislation per
Labour legi

i ion to industry. In every country,
ing to various humfl? :tr;(;z]e}l:xsslz(irjzzle(l)y affected the working da:)se;
large-scale industria IZ'f long working hours and industr.lal fatigue, ba
people in the Shap:;'t(i)ons at the places of work, industrl'a.l haza'rds, co.n-1
environmental conl lt' n in dirty slums, insanitary conditions, ln(?UStrla
centration of POP:; arlnloindustrialization creates social and economic pro-
discases, etc Mo] eb ur legislation is an attempt tc-) tackl.e t.hen.n.
blems, whercas labo ing up as the result of mdustr_lahza.tlon can
The pro?l?mcsi'cgsgrious heads, viz. working conditions, Tndustrfa:
broadly be‘ divide :inwelfare inside the place of work, wages, mdustrlaf
safety, hygience an ionism, social security, welfare outside the placc? o
relations, trade ,ur:l and , unemployment, and miscellaneous. Slmce
work, em.pl.Oymvn are insufficient to govern these problems,labour, hi:s
ordinary civi lavti,scilitate: their solutions. These laws also deal wit 0:
are em}cted t(‘) d:strial relations between the management and the tw of
;egulatfr(‘);l OSft::e is following the labour policy of the Governmen
ers. s g I

o : o O T T “' - dhiana’
"  Labo i tends to the districts of Lu
T T he Labour Court Ludhiana, ex : maialy of &
The Jurlsdlcz:u:in f;f tB;:thinda Rupnagar and Sangrur, Its functions are
Firozpur, Patiala, ’
quasi-judicial nature,
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India, which is generally used on the principles enunciated in the provisions
laid down in the Internationgal Labour Code of
Organization. Under the
the administration of |
and State

the International Labour
Constitution of India, the enactment as WL‘“' as
abour laws is the responsibility of both the Union
governments,
The salient feaq
in the District
mceasures and to
jab  Shaps
alia,

ures of the Central and State Labour Acts in force
are the Factorics Act, 1948, 10 ensure adequate  safety
promote the health and welfare of the workers; the Pun-
and Commereiy| Establishments Act, 1958,
the daily and weekly hours of work, rest intervals, the opening and
closing hours of establishmer

1ts, the payment of wages, overtime payment,
holidays wih pay, annual leave, the employment of children and )’Oungf
Persons, cte,  The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, provides for the grant 0

cash maternity benelits for specitied periods before and after confine-
ment, the grant of icave and certain other {

in factories. The Employment of Childre
ployment of young children below the age of
unhealthy occupations. The |
for the regular and prompt p
tation of wage-carners by pr

regulating, inter

actlities to women employees
n Act, 1938, prohibits the em-
I5 yearsin certain risky and
’ayment of Wages  Act, 1936, provides
ayment of wages and to prevent the exploi-
ohibiting the imposition of fincs a;
deductions from wages. The Minimum Wages Act, 1948,
fix the minimum rates of wages pay

ployments. The Industrial Disput
gation, and settlement of industrj

liation, adjudication and arbitratj
compensation jn

«d making
requires to
able to employees in the scheduled em-
es Act, 1947, provides for the investi-

al disputes through mediation, conci-
on. i

» 1946, regulates the
Y action, holidays, etc.
al undertakings. The Workmen’s

I compensation to injured workers
» in the case of fatal accidents,
dants, if the accidents aroge out of, and in the course of th

Ita Iso provides for the payment of compensation

occupational diseases. The Indian Trade Unionps Ac
and corporate statys On registered trade unions,

the Act relate to the recognition of rights, privile
liabilities of registered trade unions., The Emp
Act, 1948, is a pioneering measure in th
vides for certain benefits to (he emplo
and employment Injury. The Emp]
seeks to make Provision for the fut

» Provides fo

to their depen-
eir employment.
in the case of certain
t, 1926, confers a legal
The main provisions of
£€¢s and obligations, and
loyees’ State Insurance
¢ field of socijal insurance and pro-
yees in case of sickness, maternity
Oyces” Provideng Fund Act, 1952,
ure of an industria] worker after he
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ires or is retrenched. or for his dependants in.cus‘e of h;]s) e:!i:]\!/n(li:;?
retires or e I jal Housing  Act, 1956, provides for the af ‘ters con-
The Punjab ]nd.uji]].“" tion of rent, ete. with respect to the quarters
ﬁon’ta(ljlomﬂfiz;. lt‘:cws‘i;bsidizcd Industrial Housing Scheme.

structed un :

e s p mployers, in particular, and
The “Labour Wclle'rC. /1\::1‘ \::\i c(:\{ntdhuccic\cr:o 3hc impf'o.vm’ncnt inttl(\)ef
of the State, in gcncri‘.",‘“‘cchgs bl;t arc the best kind of 1me;tmenwel-
conditions (')f the wolt]fméin(‘h‘Js*trial efficiency. BCSid?S’ thc“’]? (;::‘lgtions
ermployers ‘mnzrglzllopl()llintia]iﬁes for fostering igol:)d ;n](jll‘l‘S;lil: the State
fare has treme ~ rs. The labou '
between ”.]C emp]oyerhsja]i]:b:)}zli %Zlkaitn1ent headed by the Labr?;iecz?t:
are admimstere_d bycth:mdivgarh. The Employees’ State Insu o apera.
missioncr. PU“Jab~1 s’ Provident Fund Act, 1952, are, howes‘;at,e Insu-
1948, and the E,mp (?yeeof the Regional Director, Empl.o)’eesa 4 Com.
ted under the d.l rccno}’: digarh, and the Regional Provident Fun o
rance CorporaU.On' ¢ hannd;garh’ respectively. The Labour Coln:imuarmrs
miSSioner’bpufiib&hfefalnspector of Factories at(thet.Stage }:d ]V?oga) ;
is assisted by U fficer (statione ~Moga),
ljnad iy Ltabr()ll‘;'-bc(:‘ur:_5122221:2§;0r;n3 other staff at the district level.
factory inspector,

3 kers in the Firozpur
;. the number of wor ) h
cordi the 1971 Census, ulation of the
:,\Lcordlr;g020043 forming 29.5 per cent of the t‘otal plzr;ed e
District wes = 72’6 th’e average number of workers emp o d under the
District. dIn 1?(in’g factories in the District and, thus, c
registered wor

¢ 90.
various labour laws, was 49

. he pay-
for a scheme for t
. . t, 1972, prondGS € fields
t of Gratuity Act, K - s, ports, oilfields,

e Payn'qtento employees engaged in factorics, n;zel:glis%ments and in

ment o.f gratui ]y ay companies, shops or other e Ny

plantations, rai vic)t/ed therewith or incidental thereto.

the matters conn

iliati fficers are the con-
Act, the labour-cum-conciliation office
. is Act,
tration of this

trolling authority.

. ital role in the
ial relations play a vi .
i tions.—Industria : . The relations
Industrial Rsl:naintenance of industrial demcc;ai)}' the  Industrial
establishment &7 loyees and employers are gove(rine thg Act is two-fold:
between Athte 611357 The machinery prov.lded' I:n ne:l machinery in the
Disputes Act, 1947. isputes by providing inter ro-
: tion of disputes by . ; and second, the p
first, the preven . d welfare officers ; -one q
mmittees an . Congiliation Board,
form of works co iliation Officer, the m-
. . nent Concilia X . he Labour-cul
vision of the pe:rm:lsli ty, and the Industrial Tribunal. Tvisions of the Act
the Court Of(;rflf('licer ’is responsible for enforcing the pro
Lonciliation ‘
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in the District, e is

to foster ¢
industry, vi,.

the cmployees
of friction gn by

. . .cctions of
ood relationg between the two sectio

and the cmployers,

. . €S
by removing  all cause
redress

; . . . R “arp .'S-
the timely of gricvances of the partie
Even though the

functions of the 1
is mediatory,

with no

. . . Yo Cer

abour-cum-( onciliation Offic
power 1o pive amy
successful i bringing

orders or awards, he has  been
about 5 large number of
partics, The relations between .
normally peaceful,  hyy sometimes,  they hecome strained ;m.(l slrlkc.l.:
or lock-outs take place. During 1972 and in March. 1980, 3 strikes 1007
Place in the Shree Bhywani Cotton Mills, Abohar, during 1975, l970
and 1979, Ty, strike of 1979 lasted for full 27 days and ahout 1,90

: an-
participated in i, Aq mitny - as 39,900 md
his strike.

O ]c
agreements between 1l

. s are
the cmplovees and  the cmployers

¢mployces oyt of 2,200
days were lost during ¢

No industrial unrest was, however,
Teported in the District jp 1980,
The following table gives the particulars : Act
disputes in the Fijr Zpur District under the Industrial Disputes !
1947 from 1974 o 1979 - f
' Number of Number of Number of Nuf'l:kgggs
Year disputes strikes and  workers involved ma ‘
lock-outs in strikes lost
1974 24
1975 38 1 2,000 10,000
1976 33
1977 30 1 2,000 36,000
1978 50
1979 35 1 1.900 39,900
(Source

: Iabour-cum~Conci1iation Officer, Moga)

Works Committees

of works Committecs 44

of employers anq Workers,
measures for Securing ang pr
the employers ang the
ment  to constityte w

> Provides for the establish mf’nt
the plant Jevel, consisting of representatives

The aim of (hege committees is to promote
€serving unity ang good relations between
Workers. The Act ¢mpowers the State Govern-
orks committees in every industrial establishment,

407
OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES

. ers and employees

ore workers, in which both emp](;ytche representatives
cmploying 100 or m] representation. The numb.er 0 ( to exceed twenty,

: é a ) i ittce is not
are to have an equ - vorks commit ) dure
, kers in a v X e, the procedu
of employers and (:vorn provisions for their terms of offic
e oW :

The Act also lays

of work, etc.

jons are voluntary associations Of;-‘i,r:p;?::s

Trade Unions. —Trace uI‘ect their interests thm}lgh co]lccglwe]l ction
o pm}r:]me'iaggttr;oand healthier st:;tus ine;?iz:;rfyof}he e
. ring them ¢ ations of wage- - or
::g:t;w Tfise o 'Contim}ed ?li?ifr:;(;tnions of their workmgiklé\r/:s;engz
of maintaining or ,mpr(?vl"i irdispensable kcraus-c the f\;ecling s reduire
e o t'rade umOan;th, and protection against suv\Crk o
help in time of snckneS‘S .orb or when they are (0o O]q o ork any more
when they are out Ot. 1 ’.rovides an adequate machmer);j e
T e e o ‘;oyers and the employees. ’l"ra ;eneﬁda] dove-
relafion: betwecn'the c]m::en violent class conﬂicts.and d;lee e ncouired
o T ]mtl?S’ : | the State and the public. . ’]T]ifgof e acauired
smployer. t:] elz‘:cpisyt;e ’economic, political and socia
an important placc

nity.

de
: le growth of tra
dence, therc has been a consnge:s;bhasgbeen 2 constant
Since Indepefl the 1,)istrict and, as a res'ult, t e’Ihc particulars of trade
union move;]ent ::ber of registered trade unions. s Act, 1926, functioning
. : nu . de Union ’ >
increase In (¢ the Indian Tra 25

. istered under the . age 425.
“n'O"S’Dr(?%lrs,'ct are given in the Appendix on pag
in the Dis s

ing the conditions
Act, 1948.—The first Act for rlegulat;:‘gretvise d in 1891,
ies Act, : was

The Fs;qctones - ‘was passed in 1881. T%le awse from time to time.

of labour in gacitgo;;eto meet the new needs w:f]clhfaioradicany overhauling
Q

1911, 1922 an ent of India framed a bi i ter 1948,

. 23 Scptem

In 1947,‘the Govef\'v’:;ch was passed into Act ‘;’: fut into force on 1

the existing ]aw,lled the Factories Act, 1948, was
The new Act, ca

" April 1949.

d
ty measures an
S re adequate safe \ fes
. . f the Act is to ensu loyed in factories.
The main Objec:tl(: and welfare of the worke,rs e1212)130(;'ymore persons,
to promote the hea all establishments, employing factories registered
The Act apph.ed tOt used. The number of worklr;gbour welfare officers
mder the Act n the Distrctin 1978 was 175. T!;les Ltd., Abohar, to look
under the Act lln d by Shree Bhawani Cotton Mi ’

employe ees.
h?tv ; bet::a general welfare of the employ
after

* Provident
—The Employees’ Pro
ident Fund Scheme. ' the Act was
The Employees’e:; l’ionv “;:Il:lrch 1952. The scheme under
Fund Act was pass



408 FIROZPUR

formulated ang collections to the
under the

. fe o d
provident funds in the factorics, covere
A

Ct, were started in November 1952,

The Provident Fund Scheme is compulsory
workers and both are required to contribute,
employers, each contributc 6]

both for employers and
The employees and  the

- r-
nercent of the totg] emoluments of the W‘;‘
ker. The entire amount i deposited in the State Bank of India in t

employees’ provident fynd accounts.  The (otg] number of subscribers
to the scheme in the District, a5 it stood on 31 March 1980, was 2,114

attachment of (he amount in the

credit of a member, with respect to any
deduction of w

ages by an employer by
butions h

ave been made.  The fund vests
Trustecs, having nominces of the Ccfj"al
mployers’ and employees® representatives.
¢ allowed for making payment mwards. a
rant of advances (o workers is also permis-

olonged illness of the member himself or of
member of hijg family, ides, non-refundaple

advances for the purchase,
a house are gr

\ t
anted under the Governmen

The chief executive off;

icer of the scheme j the Central Provident Fuf]d
Commissioner at New Delpj. The Regional Provident Fund Commissio-

ner, Chandigarh, executes the scheme i the Punjab.  Provision has been
made for the appointment of

inspectors o punish the defaulters. The
employers are required to Maintain 4 contribution carg for each employee
in which monthly conyr

ibutions are recorded. These cards can be seen or
inspected at any time.

The Employees’
Insurance Act, 1948
integrated System o
accident benefits.

State Insnrance
» Marks

f socia]

Scheme,
the first attempt gt

insurance coverj

—The Employees’ State
introducing a compulsory
ng health, maternity and
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i i t, sickness benefit, disability
bonett. Qoo W't: n:‘f‘i::j lC:rid bi:j\fernity benefit.  The .schem::
et ct in all factories other than seasonal factories, ]rus
e 0 Worke]r*‘ ing 20 or more workers. It c.overs manua ;;1
el power" o enﬂlp'(s)g,ryband technical personnel, but it does not ipge};
o Supeererat ion exceeds Rs 500 per month. 1t also exc' u ;
AU rem‘:“ med Forces. The scheme, however, does not tilppay
o Perso.““e] e th: operation of the Mines Act, 1952 and a ran1 ;v :1’.
- m";‘f;“"i;‘; contribution has to be made by both the employ

ing shed.
;:thl;mgé employee at specified rates.

i is the statutory responsibility of t'he

i Ofc;n ;‘L“;Zl:;?;ﬁ;‘: to be provided in accordance t\;v;;h

State Governme.nt o n by the Employees’ State Insu.rancc Cor;»o;a Em-.

e Standar('js o do:;;er cash benefits is to be met entirely .out 0 t.lector

o expenS(:lttur?nosllljr(:mce Fund and is arranged by the Regicnal Director.
p loyees’ State

* State Tnsurance Corpora-
. the Employees’ Sta ..
me functions under > . er the adminis-
. The _s(;:lehas its headquarters at New Delhi. Ilt 1’5 tIlsndgtate Inctrance
ton, Whlct 1 of the Director-General, the Emp.o}t; ’S;ate through the
trative contro : heme is executed in the )

: Delhi. The sche i Chandigarh
COTPOraUOn.' N::,Z Employees’ State Insurance C OTP"rd“OZ’the payment
Regional Dtlref(':act(;ries collects contributions and arrange A
who inspects ’
of cash benefits.

1965. An
i Abohar on 21 February
s implemented at foo An
The'SCheme Wla:as been established at Abohar for thc.: bened " the
o d’SPenS?;Y end of March 1980, there were 4,350 insured p

rs. By the
‘:;)rll:aohar, covered under the scheme.

i i e.—During the First Five-Year
Subsidized lﬂd“S:f:)‘;'IZ‘;:.S':fgterS zl;;l:ulting the State Governmnts al:;
Plan, the Gove'r nme:f emplOYe‘rs and workers, finalized the ;f:h;m;eme
b represcntatlves' 1 Housing in September 1952, . pnder this c.:those,
Subsidized Tncustra ts have been included for subsidies and l'oans, hose
three types of tenemenﬂie State Government or statutory bodies, Slil)C t:e
to be constructed By development boards ; those to be 'construct.ed y ,
mprovement {ria s or for the use of the workers of th-elr eSt?b-hShm?:hé
e en:)zlzz?sstructed by the co-operative housing societies o
and those to

€ ou

.



410 FIROZPUR

gives grants to private emplovers for the construction of tenements which
are let out to the workers at subsidized rates,

has been constructed in the District under the S
ers Shree Bhawani Cotton Mills, Aboh
quarters for its employecs,

So far, no labour colony
cheme. However, Moss-
ar, has constructed  about 200

(b) Prohipition

Like other districts of the Sate, Firozpur is also not a d rvarca. On
3 Ma'rch ]980‘. t.hc number of country liquor vends and forcign liquor
vendsin the District was 77 and 2R, respectively.

The consumption of excise

) able articles in the District during 1975-76
to 1979-80 is given below :

Year (.u‘mtry Indian- Forcign. Wine and  Opium
spirit made liquor beer
foreign
sprit
(.Proof (Proof (Proof {bulk (Kg)
L m~‘§*htres) litres) litres) litres)
P16 42089 312626 g3y 139.673  0.400
1976-77 4.60,.830  4,00.239 345 3.48.866 2,500
1977-78 513,100 4.46,134 183 3.32,22% 3.000
1978-79 625,060 4,23 470 12 423133 4,000
22-8“0~“.;M6,39,475 4,73.871 6 424886 7.000

Source : Assistant Excise anq mon T
( © Assistant Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Firozpur)
The Assista is i ini

g e A tant Exm'se and Taxation Commissioner, Firozpur, adminis-

. e. xcise and Opium Acys in the District.
€Xcise mnspectors, 8 excis

. : ¢ inspectors and 2
o ca§es registered under thege Acts in the Dj
80, is given below :

He is assisted by 2 district
sub-inspectors.  The number
strict, during 1975-76 to 1979-

e ————————— ——

Year Number of cases detected
~~~~~~~~~ Excisc Act Opium Act Total
1975-76 T — _
1976-77 o 2,941 394 3,335
1977-78 - 3,221 331 3,552
1978-79 - 3,582 500 4,082
1979-80 .. 3,861 610 4,4

e 4186 46 4,932
(Source : Assist T

an i . . . .
t Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Firozpur)
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(¢) Advancememt of Backward Classes and Tribes

The caste system served a useful purpose when it was originally devised.
In the early times, it permitted considerable inter-caste mobility and served
as a useful measure for the division of labour according to the talents and
aptitudes of the individuals and groups. But the caste system, originally
conceived as a practical method of dividing labour with the object of secu-
ring the maximum of social efficiency and responsibility with the minimum
of social friction, hardened duringthe centurics into a rigid mould which
hampered national progress. The caste system raised strong walls of mu-
tual exclusiveness. Some castes beganto look down upon others instead of
realizing that 21l were equally essential for the healthy erowth of scciety
and national economy. In this way. nearly cne-fifth of tFe repu'ation cof
Tndia came to be considered to be belonging to the lowest rung of the social
ladder. Even among these castes, there were further divisions and many
millions all over the country were treated as untouchables and outcastes.

Before 1950, the classifications of the Scheduled Castes and the Sche-
duled Tribes were governed by the Government of Tndia (Schedule Castes)
Order, 1936, and the Thirteenth Scheduled of the Government of India
(Provincial Legislative Assemblies) Order, 1936. The tribes, thus classi-
fied, were termed Backward Classes. While the Thirteenth Schedule of
the Government of India (Legislative Assemblies) Order, 1936, did not
specify any area as Scheduled Areas, the Constituticn (Scheduled Tribes)
Order, 1950, indicated in the Schedule aprended to the order certain
specified areas, and the listed trites which could be regarded as the Sche-
duled Tribes, if they lived in these Scheduled Areas.

Apart from the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, the State
Government prepared a provincial list of Backward Classes. The Sche-
duled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, residing outside the areas specified
in the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Orders, 1950, respectively, were
deemed to be Backward Classes, for the purpose of provincial lists.
There are persons belonging to Scheduled Tribes in the Punjab.

Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes.—According to the 1981
Census, the number of persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes in the
District was 2,73,328 (1,46,535 males and 1,26,793 females), forming 20.9
percent of the total population of the District. Out of these, 2,20,361
(1,18,302 males and 1,02,059 females), i.e. 80.6 per cent, lived in the
rural areas and 52,967 (28,233 males and 24,734 females), i.e. 19.4 per
cent, lived in the urban areas.

The different Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes in the District
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and the main professions carried on by

FIROZPUR

Sr. Name of the ¢,
N ¢ Caste
1 Ad Dharmi
;
2 Barar, Burar or Berar
3 Batwal
4 Bauria or Bawaria
5 Bazigar
S Balmiki, Chura or Bhangi
o
n
7 Chamay, Jatia Chamar,
Rehgar, Raigar, Ramdasj
Ravidasi ’
8 Chanal
9 Dagi
10 Daraip
11 Dhanak
]
12 Dhogi, Dhengri or Siggi
I3 Dumna Mahashg or Doom
14 Kabirpanth; or Julaha
15 Khatik
16 Korti or Koli
—_—

them are mentioned below

Main professions

Agricultural labour, shoc-making
and leather tanning

Manufacturing of chhaj (winnow-
mg basket), and begging

Cultivation, construction. etc.

Cultivation, agricultural labour,
household Industrics , hunting, etc.

Agricultural  labour. houschold
industries, ctc.

Cultivation, agricultural Tabour,
household industries, tanning
and currying of hides, skins, sca-
venging, etc,

Cultivation,  agricultural labour.
houschold indusrics shecmaking,

tanning, ctc.

Cultivation . agriculiural  labeur.

weaving, ctc.

Agricultura] labour, etc.

Cultivation, agricultural labour.
household industrics, ctc.

Agricultural labour, Icather-dycing
and Piggery

Man

\ ufacturing, construction, etc.

—_—

Sr.

17

18

19
20

cxs

21
22
23
24

25
26

27

28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35
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Name of the Caste

Main professions

Mazhabi

Megh

Nat
Od

Pasi
Sanhai

Sanhal

Sansi, Bhedkut or Manesh

Sapela
Sirkiband

Jhiwar

Kamboj

Rai Sikh

Baragi

Chhimba, Chhipi, Darzi
Dhobi

Khati

Kumbhar

Nai

Cultivation, agricultural labour,
household industries, manufac-
turing, construction, tanning and
currying of hides and skins, sca-
venging, etc.

Cultivation,  agricultural labour,
household industries, etc.

Cultivation, etc.

Agricultural labour, work on
canals, roads and railroads

Construction, etc.

Cultivation and agricultural labour

Cultivation, agricuitural labour,
household industries, etc.

Cultivation

Backward Classes

Supplying water to people in their
houses and attending to other
household jobs

Agriculture

Agriculture

Begging

Tailoring and printing of cloth
Washing of clothes
Carpentary

Pottery and using donkeys as
beasts of burden for others

Barber’s job
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All these castes or ¢f

. el tion
asses are backward in cconomic, social, educa
and other  fields.

Education was rare among them in the PilSL' but
with the passage ol time, the position has improved. Now there is an
urge among them tor getting education at all levels. Among the Schedu-
led Castes in the District, the number olliterates in 1971 was 16,802 (10,987
in the rural and 5,815 in the urban areas).

Measures adopted for (he betterment of the condition of Scheduled

Castes and Backward Classes

" . ome “the
For the progress of the country, as a wholc, the advancement of

Backward Classes is essential.  Their social, educational, cultural #nd
cconomic standard peed be raised.  With this end in view, the 1nd1.1m
Constitution recognized the need for safeguards, laws and 1idn1illistr§llve
measures to amcliorate the jot of the downtrodden scctions of socicty.
These classes have been described as Scheduled Castes because their names
arc listed in the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950. Their rights
and interests have been safeguarded. The Constitution also provides that

ation can be made against them

no discrimin in any shape or form.
The Punjab Government have

taken steps to safeguard and promote
the interests of Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes in ﬂCcordm'\Ce
with the special provisions contained in the Constitution. The Punjab
took the lead in enacting legislation for the abolition of untouchability.
The Punjab Remova] of the Religious and Social Disabilitics Act, 194%*
was passed to cnsure free and unhindered use of public places by the Hari-
jans. The cnforcement of the Untouchability Offences Act, 1955, totally

removed the last vestiges of disabilities, religious and social, from which
the Harijans have been suffering for centuries,

' The Directive Principles, as 1aid down in the Constitution, make it
binding upon the States to adopt special measures for ameliorating the lét
of these neglected classes and tribes, Therefore every possible effort is

lasses with the maximum p05§iblc
y and economically. The Direc-
s and Backward Classes, Punjab,
ork of the uplift and advancement of the
ard Classes in the State. To look after this

¢ office of the District Welfare Officer was
established at Firozpur on | November 1956 He is assisted by 3
tahsil welfare officers, one posted at the theadquarters of each tahsil, viz.
Firozpur, Zira ang Fazilka,

¢ Backward C
Opportunities to advance them sociall

torate of Welfare of Scheduled Caste
Chandigarh, attends to the w
Scheduled Castes and Backw
work at the District level, th
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or > in the panchayats
be { scats have been reserved for these classes in D y
numocr ol scafts It

sl 2 rishads.
and panchayat  samitis and zila pa

; led
The different schemes undertaken for the benefit of the Schedule
he §

Castes and Backward Classes are detailed below :
1. Social Welfare Schemes
The State Weliare Department has undertaken the following schemes :
C dtate ClLd {

, i w Houses for Scheduled Castes
v SUbSidy'for ﬂ;f (;:Io]i:umcltc:ocr:):cfjxirn of the members of Scheduled
and Vimukt Jfltls-l;t—;ra;s is very poor. They live in congested areas an?i
Castes a.nd vimu s (thatched huts). Therefore to help the poor an-
mostly in L-/,lxaplfar f these classes, subsidies are granted for the constru'c
homeless members © The houses subsidized under the scheme are bl:lllt
tion of new houscs: s. A subsidy of Rs 900 was granted to each deservlgg
in the form of cOlomco;mt of the subsidy has been in'creascd to Rs 2,0h
person. But‘ the 3“11975_76 Unskilled labour or sxtcs' or both forl the
with c”‘C.Ct 1rofn] ses ar'e provided by the beneficiaries themse ve;.
S (())xflsi;:)suof a room, a verandah, a kitchen and a courtyard,
Each housc ¢

all covering 5 or 6 marlas.

t to alienate the
L heme are bound no

The iciaries under the sc . : he house
]"h% bene{;c vired by them. The proprietary r 1ghtsf0ft ;ich the
propertics, S:)d i?l the Punjab Government for 20 years, a tc;rtr;r o joss
are fuly ves :s the property of the beneficiary. However, the la J
house becom

free use of the house during this period.

o Amount Number of
Year disbursed beneficiaries

(Rs)

7,200 1
1973-74 " )
17T 1,50,000 75
197576 1,92,000 96
157677 3,04,000 152
17778 3,00,000 150
el N 3,00,000 150
1979-80 _

(Source : District Welfare Officer, Firozpur)
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Subsidy for the Purchase of Agricultural Land..—The members of
the Scheduled Castes and Vimukt Jatis generally depend on agriculture.
But most of them have no land of their own, and carn their livelihood by
taking land on leasc or on batai (crop-shai ing). To help the needy, poor
and deserving landless Harijans, cach was given Rs 2,000 as subsidy for
purchasing agricultural land, measuring not less then 5 acres and costing
up o Rs 4,500, The balance of the pricc of land, i.c. Rs 2,500, was con-
tributed by the beneficiary from his own resources or by raising a loan
from the Land Mortgage Bank.  Since 1971-72, the amount of subsidy has
been increased to Ry 5,000 for the purchase of 3 acres, costing not less
than Rs 7,500. In addition, Rs 1,000 is given to cach beneliciary for the
construction of a house on the land purchased by him. The beneficiaries
are also given subsidy for meeting stamp duty charges at the rate of Rs 160
each. The amount of the subsidics granted and the number of bene-

ncla'ncs, i.e. persons settled on land under the scheme in the District,
during 1973-74 to 1979-80, arc given below :

Year Amount Number of
disbursed beneficiaries
(Rs)
173-74
12,360 2
197475
61,800 10
1975-7¢
80,340 13
1976-77
80,340 13
1977-78
v 1,23,600 20
1978-79
1,05,060 17
(Source : District Wetree mee

District Welfare Officer, Firozpur)

ng-water.—With 5

Subsidy for Drinkj
water for the Scheduleq Castes in the a

view to providing pure drinking-

subsidy s of _ reas where there is scarcity of it
y given for constructmg diggies, Sinking wells rcpairir)l,g old

wells and insta]l
number Of"v‘?ltl‘:gl:;gb:::;-e%ua%i; t:.he dmount disbursed, along with the
T'this scheme durin .80
g 1973-74 to 1979-80,
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is given in the following table :

Year Amount Number of
disbursed villages
(Rs)

1973-74 .. 37,800 113
1974-75 o 40,850 100
1975-76 v 61,200 118
1976-77 . 45,575 97
1977-78 .. 76,900 253
1978-79 .. 51,850 126
1979-80 . 50,000 116

Dharmshala Scheme.—This scheme was introduced during 1969-70.
Under it, Rs 5,000 was given for the construction of new dharmshala
in a Harijan Basti. This amount of grant was raised to Rs 5,500 in 1970-71
to Rs 7,000 during 1974-75 and still further to Rs 10,000 in 1978-79.

The amount disbursed under the scheme and the number of villages
benefited in the District during 1973-74 to 1979-80 is given in the following
table :

Year Amount Number of

disbursed villages

_ benefited

(Rs)

1973-74 .. 7,01,000 130
1974.75 Y 6,350,000 - 95
1975-76 o 6,63,000 97
1976-77 . 8,74,000 126
1977-78 . 3,15,000 45
1978-79 s 4,12,000 44
1979-80 .. 4,58,000 55
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Basti Sudhar Schen,e—The majority of Scheduled Castes live in the
rural arcas conditions of their  basries lack the
This scheme aims

and the environmental
bgsic sanitary facilitics. at making pucca streets and
drains in the bastics. These works are executed through the Public
Health Department as deposit works. The rough cost cstimates of the
pucca streets and drains are prepared by that Department and the amount
is sanctioned ang sent to the concerned cxecutive engincer by the Depart-
ment of Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Backward Classcs, Punjab.

So far, 1,083 villages h
The amount spent, along
scheme during 197374 to

ave been covered under this scheme in the State.
with the number of villages covered under the

: 1979-80, in the Firozpur District, is given in
the following table -
“_._._.__’\__ ————— &‘__‘__\_\___ e e e e e
Year Amount Nmber of
disbursed Villages
e (Rs)
1973-74 .. ‘5_,8“()3;6_ )
i 374-75 .. 6,41,618 18
19;2-76 .. 4,20,416 5
-77 . 7,17,758 12
1977-78 .
11997789-7890 - 4,83.537 7
____-__b_% ‘‘‘‘‘ . 2,76,000 2

Frea, —Distribution-of-

books Scheme.~This scheme was st
1976-77. Under this sc o

heme, the students belonging to t
6th, 7th and gth classes are given
cost.

arted during
he Scheduled
books free of

Year Number of Total Number of
books price beneficiaries
supplied
———— (Rs)
1976-77 .. 8,974 14,180 1,233
1977-78 . 12,670 23’870 1’252
1978-79 .. 13,400 29’394 2,000
1979-80 .. 19,165 41’ 242 2, 384
1980-81 .. 25,566 55:336 3:147
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C ity Welfare Centres.—To look after the children of working
‘ommuni b

hey are at work,
mothers of Balmiki sweepers, scavengers, €tc. when they

G ioni These centres are running
are functioning. [
rnment creches or centres : h .
i Ot\l/1c s¢ towns wherc the population of the above catel,:;,orltcs 60 ewarosmarne
n thos : o
;s large. At these centres, children in the age-group of 0 to 6 y

i : i Y. re 18
. \

tre to
-cum-lady attendents at each cen

i two nurse-cum-la

onc lady supervisor and

look after thesc children.

i are Cc functioning
ty Welfare Centres are
the scheme, 7 Commun es : netionine
i hL{n;l)Cirstrict at Fatehgarh Korotana, BarzT. Pohwmdlar: a;lment kh
:;'t LT hsil), Ladhoke (Fazilka Tahsil), Firozpur Canto
ira Tabhsil), :
Mothanwala (Firozpur Tahsil) and Khanpur.

f Scheduled Castes,
i tect the members o :

1 Assistance.—To pro » ¢ Castes
, I;ftgjatis and other Backward Classes against ‘fhedtyriﬁnlle e
ot -ds and other exploiting classes, they are prov1de. .w1 Al aseis
landlol; Stljm Government to figtht out their cases pertaining to ej

tance by the

< . . . . ] f ITH

cases on payment of suitable remuneration.

i - amount
The scheme was introduced into the State in 1958-59. f"iilzeﬁdaries
'duc:i in the form of legal assistance and the nugﬂ;er o
e ‘ |
irr)lr(t)l:: District during 1973-74 to 1979-80 are given below

Amount Number of
Year disbursed beneficiaries
(Rs)
500 5
1973-74
74-75 . >
° e 911 3
1975-76
1976-77
- 675 1
1977-78
1978-79 v .
.. 1,120 3
1979-80

(Source : District Welfare Officer, Firozpur)
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(viii) Zonal Coaching-Contrc, Patiala. - With a view to imparting pre-
examination coaching to the students belonging to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes for the TAS, IPS and allied services, & training-centre,
known as the Zonal Coaching-Centre, has been st up at Patiala at the
Punjabi University Campus. The candidates are provided with free board
and lodging and medical facilitics during the period of training.

IL  Industrial Training Schemes

In addition to the above-mentioned schemes, the Industrial Training

Departmcnt, Punjab, has sponsored several other schemes for imparting
training to the members of the Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes
in various engineering and non-engincering trades.  Of these schemes,
the following may be mentioned :

(i) Industrial Training Centres.—The Dep
Industrial Training Centres, exclusively me
to the Scheduled Castes, Vimukt Jatis and Backward Classcs, aged between
14 and 25 years. Each trainee, belonging to the Scheduled Castes and
Backward Classes, is granted a stipend of Rs 25 per month, while that

belonging to the Vipmk¢ Jatis is granted a stipend of Rs 45 per month
for the one-year coursc.,

artment runs a number of
ant for the trainces belonging

(ii) Industrial Training in mills, Factorics and Institutions.— Under this
scheme, stipends are awarded to the students belonging to the Scheduled
Castes, Vimukt Jatis and other Backward Classcs, who get vocational or
technical training in the various Industrial training institutcs, centres,
schools,etc. run by the State Industrial Training Department as well as by
the varous mills and factories in the private scctor. The training in these
institutions lasts for only one year. A stipend of Rs 25 per month is

granted to the candidates belon ging to the Scheduled Castes or Backward
Classes and Rs 45 to those belonging to the Vimukt Jatis.

(iii) Industrial Trainin
industrial training instit
training is imparted to

g Institutes.— Under this scheme, a number of
utes are functioning in the State. In them,

: -cum-merit basis.
They are also provided with other facilities, such as free ¢ ducation, free

ng and free hostel accommodation, subject to the
availability of seats.
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(iv) Industrial Scho;)ls for Boys all-d Girls.—Training is impart(::d tln
various vocational engineering trades in these sch.oo]s to the'stu eltlhs.
Twenty per cent of the scats are reserved for the trau.]ees belongmg;o (;3
Scheduled Castes and two per cent l"or. thosc belonging .to the Bac watr
Classes. Stipends are awarded to a limited number of tr‘amees on poverty-
cum-merit basis. The training is given free to all the trainees.

Representative Institutions

Two representative institutions arce flfnct'ioni.ng in the Distr:t un.d;:r
the guidance of Harijan lcaders. These institutions are engaged m.am)t/
in the uplift of the Scheduled Castes ar.xd Bakaard Cla'ssets.talzion:nl?aje
removing untouchability and other S(.)cml evd.s. .These ]ins itu s have
also their branches at various placcs in the District.  The name

institutions arc as under :

1. District Backward Classes League, Abohar

2. Balmik Sabha, Firozpur
(d) Other Social Welfare Activities

Social services cover too wide a range of activities to be dealt with
here. A few of them arc detailed below :

Old-Age Pension Scheme.—This schcmc.was introduced intot th;:ﬁStaIts
in 1964 with a view to providing social security t}.1rough the gran (; lr::ve
cial assistance for deserving destitute, old and disabled perst(l)lns w (;n e
neither any means of subsistence nor anybody.to support ! em. n i
case of men, they should be above 65 years ‘and in tl?e case o \jvom] ,196;1

be 60 or above. The rate of pension was increased in July :
:’?::;111(1115 15 to 25 per month and further raised t9 'Rs 50 ‘per month w1.tl;
cffect form March 1973, keeping in view the rising prices of essentia

commodities. N
Therc were as on 31 March 1980, as many as 5,010 beneficiaries
under this scheme.

Financial Assistance to Widows and .Dcstitu'te Women..—'.I‘his scherpc;
was introduced into the State in 1968 with a view to providing financia
assistance for the needy and destitute women below the age of 60 yelfrs.t
The assistance under the scheme is given to those w'omen who are left w1tth ou
any means of subsistence after the deaths of: their husbands or to : ols.cf
whose husbands are physically or mentally meapable of earning a‘ t1ve 1e
hood. Keeping in view the incrcased cost f)f living, the rate of as;lsl;l;;
was raised from Rs 25 to 50 per month with effect from 1 Marc '
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There were on 31 March 1950, as many as 1,150 beneficiarics under
this scheme,

Financial Assistance to Dependent Children.-—This scheme came into
force in March 1968. Tt aims at providing orphan and destitute children
under 16 years with rclief, Such children should cither have lost their
parents or whose parents are unable to maintain them owing to some
fneurable discase or permanent physical disability.

~Inthe casc of more than onc descrving child in a family preference
in the grant of financial assistance is given to school-going children. The
fate of financial assistance, which was previously Rs 20 per month, has been
increased to Rs S0 per month per child with cffect from | March 1974.

On 31 Marchl980, there were 227 beneficiaries under this scheme.

(e) Public Trusts, Charitable Endowvments and Muslim Wakfs

.Public trusts and charitable endowments render uscful service to
society in various fields, such as social, religious and educational ones.
Several educational institutions, medical institutions Dharmshalas and
other similar sacial-welfare institutions arc run by ;hesc organizations.

Their finances come either from contributions, or from revenue-free land
attached to some of them,

' The notable public trusts existing in the District are bricfly men-
tioned below :

1. Har Bhagwan Memorial Trust, F irozpur, —Founded by Rai Gopimal
about the year 1887, the main object of the trug

i t is the spreading of educa-
tion among the masses. p g

It also runs a free hospital for women.
X NZ Narain Dass Daroga Trust, Firozpur City.—The trust was founded

Z 'Zfam Da.s Daroga abou.t .the year 1890 for running a dispensary, for
providing patlel?ts with medicines and for imparting education in Hindi
and for awarding scholarships to the students

3. La.la Tulsi l_lanr Samadh and Hospital for Women, Village Game-
wala, Tahsil and District Firozpur.—~Founded on 10 August 1909 in
! he emory (_)f T‘,ll_s‘ Ram, 1/4 of the income of the trust, managing these
Institutions, is utilized for the mga o ging

the hospital. Intenance of the samadh and 3/4 for

4. The Jain Upasru Trust, Zirg
. 9 \F .
dispensary for women at Zira, ounded in 1933, the Trust runs a
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5. Sawan Mal Memorial Trust, Zira.—Fcurded in 1958 in tle
memory of Shri Sawan Mal, the Trust runs a serai and a janj ghar (a
place for marriage parties to stay).

6. Bara Thakurwara Trust, Dharmkot.—Founded in 1887 by the
local people, the Trust maintains a temple.

7. Arjan Das High School Trust, Dharmkot.—Founded in 1914 in
the memory of Arjan Das, the trust runs a higher secondary school at
Dharmkot.

8. Amar Nath Janjghar Trust, Dharmkot.—Founded in 1960 in the
memory of Amar Nath, the Trust runs a janj ghar.

9. Munshi Ram Charitable Trust, Fazilka.—Founded by Shri Munshi
Ram on 20 February 1937 for imparting education, the Trust runs the
M.R. College, Fazilka.

10. Sharda Trust, Abohar.—Registered in 1969 for the benefit of poor
and needy persons, the Trust runs a dharmshala, an Ayurvedic dispensary
and a Sanskrit Maha Vidyalaya.

Besides, there are a number of Muslim wakfs at different places in the
District, with properties attached to some of them. These properties were
maintained by the Custodian Department, Government of India, up to
1961, when their administration was entrusted to the Punjab Wakf Board
(with its headquarters at the Ambala Cantonment). The administration
of the wakfs is regulated by the Central Wakf Act, 1954.

The income from the properties of tne wa//fs is spent for the upkeep
of its institutions and for various charitable purposes and for promoting
education, both religious and secular, of the Muslims. The income from
the properties of the wakfs in the District during 1972-73 to 1979-80 is given
below :

Year Income
(Rs)
1972-73 .. 60,128
1973-74 .. 66,163
1974-75 .. 64,979
1975-76 .. 87,614
1976-77 .. 89,938
1977-78 .. 1,16,314
1978-79 .. 1,23,947

1979-80 .- 1,99,510
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Thei sl e -
Gate, F;f;z(:rfné-“ aA.fs inthe District arc : the Tslamia Schools, Baghdadi
: ity ; the Mosque and Anjuman Islamia School at the

I"OZpUI CdntOIllllCllt | <

The staff )
of the Wakf Board posted in the District consists of the

Wakf  Officer (at Firo
pu »
Fazilka and Zira, pur) and three rent-collectors one eachat Firozpur,

Scrial
No.

I

2

[= U T

10

11

12
13

14
15
16

17
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(Vide page 407)

APPENDIX

List of Trade Unions in the Firozpur District

Namc of Trade Union

Date of registration

Municipal Employec’s Union, Firozpur ..

31 May 1952

Satluj Tlour-Mill Worker’s Union, Firozpur 19 January 1956

City
Cotton-Mill Mazdoor Union, Abohar
Station Master Group Association, Firozpur ..
Hussainiwala Border Labour Union, Firozpur

Municipal Fire Brigade Employees’ Union,
Firozpur

Municipal Mazdoor Sabha, Abohar

Harijan Workers Union Cantonment Board,
Firozpur City

Cotton-Mill Mazdoor Union, Fazilka

Abohar Cotton & Grain Merchant’s Asso-
ciation, Abohar

Safai Karamchari Union Nagar Palika,
Firozpur City

Bhiwani Mill Karamchari Sangh, Abohar

Punjab Government Labour Union, P.W.D.
B. & R. Firozpur City

Rickshaw Worker’s Union, Abohar
Bakery Worker’s Union, Firozpur

Firozpur Agro-Industries Association, Firoz-
pur

Firozpur Central Co-operative Bank Employees’
Union, Firozpur City

23 August 1959
15 April 1960

23 March 1962
7 March 1963

17 January 1965
10 August 1967

25 August 1967
8 January 1969

3 March 1969

11 March 1969
28 March 1969

25 May 1970
17 March 1971
28 July 1971

14 March 1971




426
FIROZPUR
Serial .
_NO- Name of Tradc Union Date of rcgistration
1 s, T T e e
8 Municipal StafT Union, Abohar 23 May 1972
19 F, ) .l ’ .. L4 L"y
azilka Central Co-operative Bank Employecs [ March 1973

Union, Fazilka

20 Nagir Palika K: .
ir Palika Karamehari Sangh, Firozpur .. 28 February 1973

21 Biscui

it Bakery Workers' Union, Fazilka 7 November 1973
22 i , . :
el Karamehari Union, Fazilka 9 September 1974

23 Safai Sewak Unj -
Abohar nion Municipal Committec, 27 January 1975

24 Zila Firozpur Cotton & Ginning Mill M

Union, Fazilka azdoor 14 April 1975

) -
5 M.E.S. Civilian Workers® & Employees’

Union Firozpur Cantonment 2t February 1976

2 .. p

27 Buildi ;
ing Usari Mazdoor Union, Talwandi Bhai 11 April 1977
t pri

. . 9 7 ;
28 V on ] 0] 8 AUgUSt l

3
30

25 October 1977

Northern Railway Welding & Trading Cont
<] nt-

tractors” Association, Firozpyr 2 June 1978

—————

CHAPTER XVIII

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE
ORGANIZATIONS

(a) Representation of the District in the State and the Union
Legislatures

Historical Retrospcct.——chresentative Government was partially
introduced into India under the Government of India Act, 1919, which
created a bicameral Central Legislature, consisting of a Council of
State and a Legislative Assembly, with a duration of 5 and 3 years res-
vely. The Act also created a legislative council in every governor’s

pecti
a normal duration of 3 years.

province including the Punjab, with

The Government of India Act, 1919, was replaced by the Govern-
ment of TIndia Act, 1935. The Central Legislature continued as
before. A bicameral legislative was introduced into the Punjab, consist-
ing of a Legislative Assembly and a Legislative Council. The normal
duration of the Punjab Legislative Assembly was 5 years. The Punjab
Legislative Council was a permanent body, one-third of its members

retiring every third year.

The franchise, uader the aforesaid two Acts, was generally based
on citizenship, residence, community, religion, race, age, sex, property,
taxation, cte. Special representation was provided for commerce, indus-
try, mining, plantation, jabour, land-holders, the Punjab University,
and the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Asa result, the cons-
tituencies were of diverse nature and the qualifications for membership
varied accordingly, except with respect to age.

Elections under the Government of India Act,
1919, were held in 1920, simultaneously both for the Legislative Assem-
bly and the Punjab Legislative Council. Thereafter, the elections were
held at statutory intervals, with interruptions in view of further consti-

tutional reforms.

The first General

The first general Elections, under the Gevernment of India Act,
1935, were held in January 1937 and the second and last in March 1946.
This long gap was due to the interruption in the normal working of the
constitution in course of the World War I (1939—45).

General Elections held under the Constitution of India.—After the
general Elections in March 1946, a Constituent Assembly was elected
by the members of the Provincial Legislative Assemblies and its first
sitting was held on 9 Decemcer 1946. It was entrusted with the framing
of a constitution for the country. Under the Indian Independence
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Act, , e f ]
ztchicv2347l;1(izgi;t;;t1I‘)\y the British Partiament on 18 July 1947, India
mittee of the (‘ons‘tilu, on 15 August 1947.  While the Drafting Com-
Draft Comtiluiim{ ?L[m 'ASscmhly was busy with the preparation of a
ber 1947 called llpon()tl 'jd"l, 1.hc’(‘(mxlitucnl Assembly, on 27 Septem-
for the formation of . ‘L' Pr(Wl'ncm]‘ goveraments to formulate proposals
providing thercin f .O}ns‘tllucnqc? of the proposed House of the People,
duled C;.Stcs he "é ‘l]k rCSCl'\’llll(.)n of seats for the Muslims, the  Sche-
Draft COnSii(’utiOn OF 1lcdu'lcd Tribes 'and the Indian Christians.  The
Constituent  Assemb] f1d|.u was published on 26 February 1948, The
provincial Qovérnmc); e 'cl'tcr, dated 15 March 1948, asked the
the clectoral rolls ;]tsi tt(T take immediate sieps for the preparation of
that clections to :[hc Lo:/’m]mm that the Draft Constitution provided
latures should be held or House (?r”“c Central and Provincial Legis-
age of voters being 2] (,m t,hc bf'S'S of adult franchise, the minimum
to 1 January 1949 and i’;’l? 'Whlch should be calculated with reference
of registration for’ at ]mgta 1; person, who had not resided at the place
1948, was not cligible f‘(:r ¢ ]0 days during the year ending 31 March
that there would be no s:m ment as an clector.  Further it intimated
only one composite ro]l fogar;tc COmmu.nal clectorates and, therefore,
in order to determine wheth ) COln'nmnmcs should be prepared, but
belonging to the particyl ¢r acandidate for a rescrved seat was a voter
Scheduled Castes or ;h e community, namely, the Muslim, the
served, the clecu; 1 ¢ Scheduled Tribes, for which the seat was re-

ral roll should contain the necessary information. The

C nStltUtl N f Il é I)])I YV Ye¢ ll) T 4( a"d C“tcl
Q (8] 0o ldla was a
(VLd in NO cmbe 19 ),

General Electio
ns, 1951-52. —After the completion of the Census

operation |

conductingmthle%]c’ie;t:f; Wélre t.aken FO hold elections. The task of

of India, both for the Hous eetions in 1951-52, under the Constitution

tive Assemblies (Vidhan Saé;/ e (Lok Sabha) and State Legisla-

The influx of refugees £ w),_was of great magnitude and complexity.
£0¢s from Pakistan, coupled with the extension of fran-

chise from 13
. Per cent to abouyt 50
unnver§al franchise), required ﬂ{c pr:;r can of the population (under
rolls in a very limiteq time. The def; Paration
be undertaken  afresh ;7,000 POllingc ”tm:
3 S a

of almost entircly new
ation of constituencics had to

complicated election procedure

During 1951-52, the

tot e
7,20,511 (1951 census). al population

of the Fj ..
therc were, 2 py rozpur District was

rliamentary  Constituencies
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(including onc double-member constituency) (including parts of the
Ludhiana and Hisar districts), and 8 Punjab Legislative Assembly
Constituencics  (including two double-member constituencies) were
allocated to the District. One Asscmbly scat was allocated to a popu-
lation of 1,00,079 or 46,571 voters and the elections were held between

26 December 1951 and 15 February 1952,

Parliamentary Constituencies!

There were two Parliamentary constituencies in the District, viz.
Fazilka-Sirsa and Firozpur-Ludhiana (double-member constituency)
and these constituencics consisted of 3,60,933 and 7,64,171 electors
respectively.  Some area of the Fazilka-Sirsa constituency fell into the
Sirsa District (now in the Haryana Statc), Faridkot and Bhatinda dis-
tricts, where as the Firozpur-Ludhiana (double-member) constituency
had included some arca of Faridkot and Ludhiana districts. The candi-
date elected from the Fazilka-Sirsa Parliamentary Constituency had
affiliation  with the Congress, whereas both of those elected from the
double-member  Firozpur-Ludhiana Parliamentary Constituency had
party affiliation with the Akali Dal. The number of votes polled by the

different political parties was as follows :

Name of the party Number of  Percentage of

valid votes total valid
polled votes polled
Indian National Congress 3,59,282 351
Akali Dal 3,58,519 349
Independents 1,79,616 17-5
Scheduled Castes Federation .. 1,16,057 113
Jan Sangh 12,672 12
Total . 10,26,146 100

Punjab Legislative Assembly Constituencies®

For the Punjab Legislative Assembly, there were 11 constituencies
consisting of 13 seats, in the District. 1In 1972, Mehna, Bagha Purana,

1Report of the First General Legislative Elections in the Punjab :State, held under
the Constitytion of India, 1951-52 (Simla, 1952), pp. 69-70, 104—07

*Ibid, 79-80, 188—201
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M‘ukt.sar and Kot Bhaj (double-member) constituencics of the Firozpur
D1str1.ct were transferred to the newly created Faridkot District.  The
constituencies left in the present Firozpur District, were Moga-Dharam-
kot (double-member constituency), Khuian Sarwar, Abohar, Mallan-
wala, Firozpur, Gury Har Sahai and Fazilka.

During 1951-52, the total population of the District was 7,20,511
persons and the electors were 3,96,892.
2 had affiliation with the Akali D
pendents. The tot
under :

——————

Out of the & clected candidates,
al. 3 with the Congress, and 3 Inde-
Al number of votes polted by cach party is given here-

Name of the Party

Total number  Percentage
of votes
polled

fndependents T e
Indian National Congress 99,185 37-18
Shiromani Akaij Dal 42,652 16 -34
Bhartiya Jap Sangh 22,558 8-69
Communist Party 9212 372
Forward Bloc 1,320 0-40
Punjab State Socialist Party 6,539 280
Total 6500 100

\'\\\\

e

General Elections 195
. 1957, i ‘ i icneri
Elections in 1951-52 proved o excecdimgly vy G

to be exceedingly useful inthe sccond

€ver, attended in so he latter electiong in the State were, how-

first General ElectionI:e ;;Spects With even greater difficulty than the
: €area g Faratn ©

much larger with the merger 4 the clectorate involved had become

General Elections in 1957. T
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~ The population of the Firozpur District (excluding the Moga and
Muktsar tahsils transferred to the Faridkot District in 1972) was 7,20,511
(1951 Census). The total number of electors was 3,37,874. In accor
dance with the report of the Delimitation Commission, 1 Lok Sabha
Constituency and 5 Punjab Vidhan Sabha Constituencies (including 1
double-member constituency) were allocated to the District.

Lok Sabha Constituency?

The Lok Sabha Constituency in the District was the Firozpur Consti-
tuency. The candidate elected from it had affiliation with the Congress.
The number of votes polied by the different parties was as follows :

. t Total Percentage
Name of the party e

votes polled

Indian National Congress . 1,20,548 431
Communist Party of India : .. 73,109 26-3
Bhartiya Jan Sangh . 41,702 149
Independents .. 23,378 . 83
Praja Socialist Party .. 20,467 7-4
Total . 2,79,204 100

Punjab Vidhan Sabha Constituencies 2

The 5 Punjab Vidhan Sabha Constituencies in the District compris-
ed 6 seats, there being 1 double-member constituency and one reserved
for the Scheduled Castes. The names of these constituencies were :
Abohar, Fazilka, Guru Har Sahai, Firozpur and Zira.

Out of the 6 elected candidates, 5 had affiliation with the Congress
and 1 with the Jan Sangh. The number of votes polled by the different
contesting parties is given hereunder :

1Report on General Elections in Punjab, 1957 (Chandigarh., 1959), pp. 93, 130
*1bid pp. 113—115, 139—140
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FIROZPUK ORGANISATIONS
- LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCIES!
ame of the party Total Percen- There was one Lok Sabha Constituency in ‘the Dis.trict, ie. Flr(>z?p?gr
number tage Constituency. The candidate elected from this constituency had ai‘ﬁha-
("‘)‘I/I‘)t{“ tionl with the Congress. The total number of votes polled by each of the
— pollec o _ : . . -
T e _ contesting parties was as follows : Total Percent-
- number of age
Indian National Congresg 1,11,395 42 -44 Name of the party of votes
o T polled
ISt Party of Ingj - y 3 36469
Communist Party of Indiy 33,148 [2-65 Indian National Congress .. 1,15913
I 1S 13 -96
nierendents 65995 2534 Shiromani Akali Dal 44
hartya J 83,761 2664
Phattya Jan Sangh w429 14776 Bhartiya Jan Sangh . 7
ja Socialis o 5,655 2182
el Socialis Party 2,043 0 -85 Communist Party of India .- 65,655
Sociali .. 10,963 0-89
ocialist Party N 1887 0-75 Independents B
Scheduled Cagte Federation . 2612 321 Total .. 320407 100
- o N SABHA CONSTITUENCIES?
Total 00 PUNJAB VIDHA
2,62,509 1
.

——————

The 6 Punjab Vidhan Sabha constituencies in the District were :
T Abohar, Fazilka, Guru Har Sahai, Firozpur, Zira and Dharamkot  (S.C.)
s A >

Generqgl Elections, 1962
the then Punjab State,
constituencies, op 5 sing]
Sabha and the Punjab

~~The entire poll was conducted throughOUF Out of the 6 elected candidates from the above constituencies, 1 had
except in  the snow-bound Kulu and Scra]

i i kali Dal (Master Group), 2 with
iliation with the Congress, 2 with the A '
\?‘c?l?y b February 1962, both for the Lok ?:lfe”}z:rllorslangh and 1 was Independant. The total number of valid votes
Idhan Sabha,

polled in favour of each of the contesting parties in the District was as
T - . 2 .
he tw}: Two Membe'r Constituencies (Abolition) Act, 1961, abolished follows : Total Percent-
Undor, }rlncmber constituencies for the Vidhan Sabhas and the Lok Sabha. T " 'Name of the party number of age
T the Act, the Election Commission, India, was empowered to divide valid votes
each of the two-member ¢opgti o : . polled N
tuencies, delimit 1, o encics into. two single member- constl L e 5476 3948
reserved, o thle éc;:l dexltednt, decide in which of them the scat should be ndian National Congress .. 95,
cduled Castes and to gme d 3 isc the Delimita- ’ 130 20-32
o Slf Parllamentary and Assembly Co:sti:unc(;crizzlscOr:cr 1956, Shiromani Akali Dal (Master Group) ' 913
accor ing[y_ The fj o S ? 2101
incorporated intq tl;:l SLT won taken by the Election Commission w?s Bhartiya Jan Sangh . 50,798
. . Climitation of Parli Assembly . ) . )
:Z‘on;tltuenmes Order, 196] issued on 7drl)l:$§]tt,a:y1 ;lélld Avoording Independents, including other unrecognized parties 46,427 1919
o this i o c .
Constitl(:;ﬁz;’ "ilethtipr;sem Firozpur District, there was one Lok Sabha Total - 241,831 100
€@ Ferozpur Congtit i idhan - - :
;a}bha Constltuenc,'es, i.e. Abohar Falz illllczr:cy,G andH6 ;’ufzuflb Fjrvo‘zpuf’ 1Report on QGeneral Elections in Punjab, 1962 (Chandigarh, 1963,
’ 4, Guru Har Sahai, :
C:)r:st?::,d pharamkot (reserved for 4 member of the Scheduled Castes . pp- 1, % 42’92.09’688
e.nmf:s. Out of the tota] Population of g 1961 Ccnsus) t1bid, pp. 75-77,
of the District, the number ot 8,79,599 (

of electorg was 3,90,095.
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iburt(;iﬁc:}?; Clit'ﬁ:;““sa 1967. . Th.c General Elections held in 1967 were the
into being on | I\Zfand the first in th‘c new State of the Punjab, which came
The constituencies O:lie?']b(-:r 19.66 alter the reorganization of the State.
notificd by the Del; delimited in 19.65 were subjected to delimitation, as
to the present Firzm“a“on' Cf)mm:ssion in November 1966. According
and 8 Punjab Vig }JZpur District, tlTCre were 2 Lok Sabha Constituencics
of 8,79,509 (1961 ]Can Sabha Ffonstltgen?ics. Out of the total population
471,290, As s ensus) of 'lhc District, the number of electors was

$ was the case during the third Gengeral Elections in 1962, the

poll in 1967 was hel
d . . .
19 February 1967, throughout the Statc in a single day on

LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCIES!

The N i
Fjrozpu: tw;hLok Sat.)ha Constituencics in the District were Fazilka and
afm,-aﬁo,:, Wmc] candidate clected from the Fazilka Constituency had
constitancr the C'o.ng.ress, whereas that clected from the Firozpur
y had affiliation with the Akali Dg] (Sant Group). The

Name of the party

Total Percent-
number of age
valid votes
T polled

Indian National Congress 2,68,506 41-00

1,62,198 2477
92,453 14-12
88,046 1345

Shiromani Aka; Dal (Sant Group)
Communist Party of Indj,

Bhartiya Jan Sangh
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PUNJAB VIDHAN SABHA CONSTITUENCIES!

The 8 Punjab Vidhan Sabha Constituencies in the District were :
Abohar, Fazilka, Jalalabad, Guru Har Sahai, Firozpur, Firozpur
Cantonment, Zira and Dharmkot.

Out of the 8 candidates elected from the above constituencies, 3 had
affiliation with the Congress, 2 with the Akali Dal (Sant Group), 1 with the

Communist Party of India, 1 with the Jan Sangh, and 1 was Independent.
The total number of valid votes polled in favour of each of the constesting

parties in the District was as follows :—

. Total Percent-
Name of the party oAl o e
valid votes
polled

Independents
. . 19,564 299
Shitomani Akaji s 1%
fomani Akali Dal (Master Group) 14,817 2.26
Swatantra Party ’
9,273 1-41
Total
—— .. 6,584,857 100

——
e —

'Report on General . - e
enzral Elec i .
P 65 ections in Punjab, 1967 (Chandigarh, 1968),

1,33,545 4127
62,231 1923

Indian National Congress

Shiromani Akali Dal (Sant Group)

Bhartiya Jan Sangh 57,842 17-90

Communist Party of India 20,046 6-19

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 6,720 2-07
Shiromani Akali Dal (Master Group) .. 4,762 1:52
Independents 38,427 11-82

Total 3,23,573 100

Mid-t—erm General Elections to the Punjab Vidhan Sabha, 1969.—In
the fourth General Elections, 1967, no single political party had obtained
absolute majority in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha. Therefore not long after,
a situation was created. In that situation, no single prarty or workable
alliance of parties could provide a stable Government. In the
circumstances, as recommended by the Governor, Punjab, the President of
India issueda proclamationon 23 August 1968, under Article 356 of the
Constitution of India placing the State of Punjab under the Presidential
Rule. Thus the Punjab Vidhan Sabha, constituted in 1967, stood dissolved,

necessitating a mid-term general elections so as to constitute a new Vidhan

Sabha,

1 Jbib ,. pp. 68—71
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on ;)Fh; bcmirc poll was conducted throughout the Statc on a single day
- cbruary 19.69._ Out of the total population of 8,79,599 (1961
ensus) of the District, the number of electors was 5,07,497.

This election w

as held in the same : . oti-
tuencies in the Dig me 8 Punjab Vidhan Sabha con

Patlimentary oo » trlclt) as were del.imitcd in the Delimitation of

at the time of ¢ Iiscm ly Constxtucncn.cs Order, 1966, and were in force

constituenie 1c (?urth General Fl?ctnons, 1967. The names of theS'C

Firozon, Firvx'cre . Abohar, Fazilka, Jalalabad, Guru Har Sahai,
> ozpur Cantonment, Zira and Dharmkot!.

Out of the 8 candid
Constitucncics, 4 had
2 with the Jan Sangh a
votes polled in fav
as follows :

ates clected from the above Punjab Vidhan Sabha
affiliation with the Congress, 1 with the Akali Dal,
nd 1 with the Janta Party. The total number of valid
our of each of the contesting partics in the District was

—
Name of th ;
¢ party Total Percent-
number ot age
valid votes
polled
— L

Indian National Congress 1,27,711 3506

62,615 16.72
81, 614 22-05

Akali Dal
Bhartiya Jan Sangh

Communist Party of India

C . 12,576 3-39
ommunist Party of India (Marxist) 6.871 173
Independents ’ 12,57
46,538 .

Janta -

Other 29,129 777
]
2,993 0-71
Total

. 3,70,107 100

_— o

1Report
:l:lhg,lelghgéd'(tégm general Elections to the Punjab Vidhatt
54-56 » \-handigarh, 1971) pp. 1, 5, 41, 43-44, 46—48,
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Fifth General Elections to the Lok Sabha, 1971.—There was only
one Lok Sabha constituency in the District, viz. Firozpur. The Congress
candidate was declared successful from this constituency. The total
number of electors in the District was 5,37,573. The total number of
valid votes polled by each of the contesting partics in the District was
as under :

Name of the party Total number Percentage
of valid votes
polled
Congress .. 1,60,813 56 +41
Akali Dal . 1,07,887 37-84
Congress (O) .. 8,635 3-03
Samyukta Socialist Party . 2,796 0-98
Independents .. 4,965 174
Total . 2,85,096 100 -00

Source : (Chief Electoral Officer, Punjab, Chandigarh)

Fifth General Elections to the Punjab Vidhan Sabha, 1972.—The
fifth general elections to the Punjab Vidhan_Sabha were necessitated
owing to the premature dissolution of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha constitut-
ed in March 1969. It was for the second time that the President’s rule
was imposed on the State. In the wake of the Presdent’s rule, emergency
was declared owing to the Indo-Pakistan conflict in 1971. The prepara-
tion for the conduct of the new general elections had, therefore, to be
made under the shadow of emergency. The poll throughout the State
was held on a single day, i.e. on 11 March 1972,

There were 8 Punjab Vidhan Sabha constituencies in the present Firoz-
pur District. viz. Abohar, Fazilka,Jalalabad, Guru Har Sahai, Firozpur,
Firozpur Cantonment, Zira and Dharmkot. The total number of electors
in the District was 5,42,936. From these constituencies, 5 Congress, 2
Akalis, and 1 Communist Party of India candidates were elected. The
number of valid votes polled in favour of each of the contesting parties



[ T

- Na - .
me of the barty Total number  Percentage
of valid votes
polled
Congress _
1,67,223 45 -62
Akali
| 62,497 17-34
Communist Party of India 36.909 10-07
Jan Sangh 37'3(6 10 -20
,360 )
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 955 0-21
Congress (0) 75% 0-22
Socialists ‘-4
9,723 25
Independents 519 13-70
55
Total T
—— 3,66,586 100
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in the District was gg under! ;

Sixth General Ejectj "
Elections to the Lok gc;{)(;]ns to the Lok Sabha, 1977.—The Sixth General

time since j oha were held on 16 Mare 8 first
into the har:ggi)‘;et%(leglcs" the reins of the Centz;;hGlog\Z:r.n;g;tth;assed
CONsisting of the Organr. of four opposition parties-—the Janata Party,
Sangh and the Sociflair-]tlzzglon C()ngfess, the Bhartiya Lok Dal, the Jan
overwhelming majorit bb arty.  This bloc was voted into office with
The result of the Firo}; y the bloc  of electorate in the northern States.
unavoidable circumstan?;g; Constituency was not declared owing to some
on 26 April 1977, - ereated by the parties and repolling was held

elections were p

0se terms of of ot accompanied with elections to the

f;;'ge.(iindmost cases were due to expire
er’ the cided to call early elections in a
plreva_ul in them in plea that a climate of uncertaigty had come to
elections of the ongre the virtual rejection in the Lok Sabha
the elections (o some gss candidates in severa] States. Consequently
Punjab, the Lok Sabpg tlate*?’ including  the Punjab were held qIn the
completed on san?eegctnons were held on 12" June 1977 and were
Sabha, the Aigl; Dal and 3\)’. In the elections to the Punjab Vidhan

e Janata Party obtained the majority of votes,

defeating th
e on
Janata &ress.  Consequ >
,,,”fngeg_a Coalition Govergmfgxs]tyino?he 21(’) J.u1t1>e 197, the Akal-
Repors on th L T e e unjab.
1974), p. 53 ¢ General Elecyions 10 the Puyja

b Vidhan Sebha, 1972 (Chandtgath,

e SO P
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Lok Sabha Constituency

There was only one Lok Sabha Constituency in the Firozpur District,
viz. Firozpur. The total number of electors in the District was
6,31,895. The Akali Dal candidate won the seat. The total number of
valid votes polled in favour of each of the contesting parties in the District

was as under :

Total number Percentage

Name of the party )
of valid votes

e e ——————— ” -

polled
Indian National Congress 1,38,835 33-57
Shiromani Akali Dal . 80,826 19 -55
Janata 86,728 21-00
Communist Party of India 45,296 10-95
Independents 61,733 14.93
Total 4,13,418 100

Punjab Vidhan Sabha Constituency

There were 9 Vidhan Sabha Constituencies in the Firozpur District,
viz. Balluana (reserved for the member of the Scheduled Castes), Abohar,
Fazilka, Jalalabad, Guru Har Sahai, Firozpur, Firozpur Cantonment,
Zira and Dharmkot (reserved for the member of the Scheduled Castes).
The total number of electors in the District was 6,53,878. From these
Vidhan Sabha constituencies, 4 Congress, 2 Shiromani Akali Dal, 2 Com-
munist Party of India and 1 Janata Party candidates were elected. The
total number of votes polled by each constesting party is given below :

Narﬁe of the party gts):;llilcllu\?c])tt)eesr Percentage
polled

Congress 1,38,835 3358
Shiromani Akali Dal 80,826 1955
Communist Party of India 45,296 10-95
Janata 86,728 2097
Others 61,724 1495
Total e 4,13,409 100
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PP RIN [

Byc-l‘:lﬂ‘fiont e
0 the F rozpur Cantonment Constituency for the Punjab

Vidhan S .
abha. -_Thjq )
‘ S M\ N
election of the clecte ihyu Ll?t(l()ll was held on 3 January 1980, as the
Akali Dal candiqg t“ candidate was  declared void. The Shrioman
N tate s Gen iy
4C won the ey, I'he total number of valid votes

polled in favour
of .
Ing parties in the constituency was

. cach of the ¢ N
as follows . ¢ contest

) e i

Total number
of valid votes  Percentage

) polled
Shiromapj Akali Dy »
oman. 26,590 49
Indian Nationa] Congress )] 937
Indcpendents .
576 108
. U, —’_d‘“/
Total
o 53,674 100
o o o . e —_—_‘———M—’_/
(Source

-T
the Sixth Genera} El::::fl) General Elections to the Lok Sabha, 1980.—In
. Ol::rs t‘o the Lok Sabha the Janata Party, consisting
was Vojezss,tlhe Bhartiya [ ok Dal, the Jan Sangh and
O power by ap overwhelming majority-

The Shir()ma .
o Nt Akali Da] 5
”je Ministry in Marcp, 197750 SUPported the Janata Party and it formed

d th
€ supporting Congress (1) Party could not
- Cons of inherent political differences
SUpport and the Min; fel S€quently, the Congress (I) withdrew its
. Wlthout facing the Pal'llament even once.

—
—

—~—
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Lok Sabha Constituency

Firozpur was the only Lok Sabha Constituency in the FirOZDU.r
District in the (Mid-term) Gereral Elections, 1980. The Congress candi-
date  was clected from this constituency. The total number of electors
for the constituency was 7,55,567 and the total number of valid votes

polled by each contesting party was as under :

Total x_lumber
Name of the party of valid votes Percentage

polled
Indian National Congress (I) 3,08,915 68 -72
Indian National Congress (U) 1,14,701 2531
Bhartiya Janata Party (S) 3,321 0-72
Independents 22,804 5405
Total 4,49,741 100
\N(TS—'ource . Chief Electoral Officer, Punjab, Chandigarh)

Punjab Vidhan Sabha Constituency

The Seventh (Mid-Term) General Elections throughout the State a.nd
the country was held on 3 January 1980. Out (?f tl:le total population
of 10,44,936 (1971 Census) of the Firozpur District, the numb?r of
electors was 7,55,567 for the Lok Sabha and 7,66,350 for the Vidhan

Sabba. v
The Punjab Vidhan Sabha, constituted on 12 June 1977, whose
term of officc was due to expire in 1982, was also dissolved by the
President under Article 356 of the Constitution on 25 April 1980. The
Mid-Term General Elections of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha were held on
31 May 1980 and completed on the same day. In these elections, the
Congress Party obtained a majority of votes, defeating the Akali and
Janata Party candidates. In June 1980, it formed its Government in

the State.
There were 9 Vidhan Sabba constituencies in the Firozpur District,

viz. Balluana (reserved for a member of Scheduled Castes), Abohar,
Fazilka, Jalalabad, Guru Har Sahai, Firozpur, Firozpur Cantonment,
Zira and Dharamkot (reserved for a member of the Scheduled Castes).
The total number of electors in the district was 7,66,350. From these
constituencies, 6 Congress (I),1 Bhartiya Janata Party, 1 Shiromani Akali
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Dal and 1 ( .
Ommunist p, S
number of valig votc:lbt]pmy of India candidates were cfected.  The
polled by ¢y tontesting party is piven  below :

———————
——
—————

e e e oo+ e e e e

Name of the party Number  of
hhhhh valid votes Percentage
—— ] polled

Indian Nationg] Congresg )

: . 2,322 28
Shiromanj Akali Dal 70 48
I~ 58,28 12
Bhartiya Janat, Party I 12
Janata (SC) LOT478 2109
. 10,109 2:16
Commumst Party of 1 dia
Independents 64,227 13:35
Ind " 14,402 2.95
R idlan Nationa] Congress (V)
Somes T 256 005
) ce: Chief Elcct()m] Officor. P e —

) (b) Political Parties ang Organizations
Parliamentyr : A
well-organizeq politicZ| type.of democracy Presupposcs the cxistence of
csence o roL parties. In Indiy, political partics have been in
I,n facf’ Some of the » DUt they were not quite well-organized-
elongmg to some ot
Mmentary System of

thei .
' Teorganizatio ndependence, however, called for

N 0on solid lipes ; ’
tnes if they wanted 1, exist. As a result of

dependence (1947, Indian politics

Congress ore dominant poli;
. » and political . .
sitio Several smajjer oppositi party, the Indian National
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A brief description of these parties is given below :
All-India Parties

Indian National Congress.—This is by far the largest political orga-
nization in India. Having been founded in 1885 with the sole purpose
of fighting fcr self-Government, the party has emerged as the strongest
political organization which has all along been in the vanguard of the
country’s struggle for freedom. After Independence up to 1977, the
Congress continued to be the most powerful political party in India,
and now itis ruling at the Centre and in the Punjab.

The main objectives of the party since Independence have been to
create a socialistic pattern of society, to rid the masses of their poverty,
and to close the gap between the rich and the poor.

On the basis of the first five General Elections, the Congress Party
controlled the Lok Sabha. It was pushed out of power in the Sixth
General Elections in 1977 and again captured power in 1980 at the
Centre and in the Punjab. In the Firozpur District, the Congress Party
captured all the seats in the Lok Sabha elections held in 1957, 1962, 1971
and 1980. Likewise, in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha elections, it won 3 seats
each time in 1951-52 and 1967, 4 and 5 seats in 1969 and 1972 out of 8
seats, 5and 1in 1957 and 1962 out of 6 seats, 4and 6in 1977 and 1980

out of 9 seats.

There is a District Congress Committee at Firozpur, and the City
Congress Committees in the different towns in the District.

Communist Party of India.—Among the opposition parties, the Com-
munist Party of India has the longest record of existence. It was founded
in 1924. The results of the first General Elections, 1951-52, unmistak-
ably brought out the Communist Party of India as a political party with
considerable backing. It further improved its position in the subseyuent
elections and has become one of the major opposition parties in the coun-
try.2 This party never captured any seat to the Lok Sabha in the Firoz-
pur District. However, it won 2 seats to the elections of the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha held in 1962 out of 6 seats, 1 in 1967 and 1972 out of 8
seats, 2 in 1977 and 1 in 1980 out of 9 seats.

1. B. L. Sukhwal, India: A Political Goography (Bombay, 1971), ppr. 132

134, 138, 162-63
2. Ibid., p. 134

—-——
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Communist Party of Ingdi
sented in the Lok Sabha, R
structure of the Party is ¢
and villages, wig), 1}
Committcc, the Di

Committee.

a (Marxist).. - The Communist Party is repre-
ajya Subha and the Punjab Vidhan Sabha. The
hbc branch in the factory, other establishments
¢ local or town committee above it, then the Taluk
ate Committee and the Central
y scat in the District.

strict Committee, St
This party never won an

Samyukta Socialist/Praja

their origin to the Congress §
tence in 1934 g4

Socialist Party. The socialist partics tracce
ocialist Party (C.S.p
4 radical group within the In
ment of Independence in |
a8 a party within the Indian Nation
anomalous, it reconstituted itself

.) which came into exis-
dian National Congress.
947, the position of the C.S.P.
al Congress having become somewhat

as in independent political force in 1948.
The histor

of India is a history of mergers and

splits.  In 1952 1d the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party

i m the Praja Socialist Party (P.S-?-)~

3.P. which led to the separate formation

of the Socialjst Party. Again in 1964, both the parties merged to form the

Samyukta Socialist Party (5.S.P.). This unity was also short-lived and,

in 1965, the members of the former P.S.p. Separated themsclves from the

S.S.P. Since then, both the Samyukta Socialist Party (S.5.P.) and the
PrajaSocialist Party (P.S.P.) have retained their separate entitics.

Republican Party of India.—Th

is party is reorganized form of the
Federation, establj

shed by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, to be in

the rightist groups, the Swatantra and.Jan
parties during the Fourth Gencral Elections

Bhartiya
lished ip the
in rura] area
The Bhartiy,
Culture and p

Jan Sangh,

—The branch of t
District in

1951. It has jts loc
s, but enjoys Comparative]

his all-Tndia party was estab-
al branches in urban as well as

¥ more influence in the former.
Jan Sangh stangs for the maintenance of the Indian traditions,
eritage. Thjs party never captyreq any seat to the Lok Sabha

Motilala A, Jhan

gianj Jana
Parties ip India

Sangh angd Swatanrra :
(Bombay, 1967)

4 Profile of the Rightist
» . 182

)
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m the Frozpur c w in 19 t
from the F D on 1 seatin 1 and 2 seats in 1962 ou
i istrict. It 1 seat in 1957 : .
o : ; tin l9ls6t;and 2 seats in 1969 out of 8 unjab Vidhan Sabha
f 6 seats, 1 sea : o P \

ly a State
inni Janata Party was mere :
—In the beginning, the . _ d
Janata arty I:rd to take part in the Punj.ab Vld}?an ial?ha ;:;1 en
party and_ came f;:jrw 1969. At the Central level, it came mtoh Cltlilga o
erm electl;) ?s;?eop:;sition parties, viz. Congress (O), the Bhartiy

the bloc of fo ;

s Pal‘ty.
’ * o B g h t a

i held in March
ix bha General Elections, :
joi d the Sixth Lok Sa ; ha elections
It jointly contes.t;’ te has never captured any seat in the Lok Sab(m O
o i C?}?dl ;:)ur District. However, the Janata9 ;ar;ydviggo
i roz . a .
held . :?Z V,idhan Sabha elections, held in 1969, 1
each in th

State Parties
following :
: be made only of the
hese, mention may
From among t

i 20, the Shiromani Akali Dal
Shiromani Akali D a:i;fronllml\(}leo‘i;;e:i during 1920-.25.. After ;uccscssj:
launched th? Gurmwar?{waras from the mahants, this_ religious bot- yl aated
fully 1iberat1.n.g e g]ums representative body of the Sikhs and par (;C p ajor
med the po]ltl,Cal ro de ?n struggle. In 1967, it emerged as the secotnG ::}ejm_
in the country’s ree (Zl the strongest party in the United Fron Jovn
party in the state an March 1969, it formed its own Government, w rt
mentin the Punja>. In197‘1 and in June, 1977, the Dal, with the e
continued Wb J: nr‘:ned a c’:oalition government which last2ed ut;; o
of JanataSOPar;i’; t}?e Firozpur District, this partydcaﬁtlslzz?s inS(lfa9177 e
ril 1980, in 1967 and a
?}s’eats in 1951-52, 1 Sea;no?}t,eoi)i;jzabts\ll?d:uan Sabha Elections, generally,
Lo Sa‘z};ahaEsleg::If S‘;vinning 25 to 33 per cent of the seats.
this par

i b
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The followi .
Districs. . WINg newspapers anqg periodicals, published outside the - periodicity
» AT 1n circulation jn g, District Sr.  Name of ncwspaper/ Placc of Language
I'. 1cati
T No. periodical publication
T e i Weekly
“SI. - Name of ey .. Bombay English
No penodic:lpape” p‘;‘g;i lol_f Lunguage Periodicity 7 Bhawant Journat Do Do Monthly
e e ation
T m——— 8 Reader’s Digest - .
e e e —— Do
1 74 NEWSPAPERS 9 Sclence To-day . Do beo X
6«Tri indi (L
2 1 o Chandigarh — Engiign Daily 10 Dharmyug - Do Hint .
ndian Expresy Do Do
Do Do Do ; 1es . Do
3 74 . 11 Indarjaal Komics thl
¢ Hindusian Time, New Delhi Do Do 12 Navneet .. Do be Honty
4 The Times of Indla N Do b New Delhi English Weekli
> Do 3 Link "
5 The Slate‘sm ‘ 1 D Do
. an .. Do Do Do 14 Employmeni News .. Do o
Nationg) Heralgq bo Do Do Monthly
Do Do Surya .. .
7 H ' 15 Sury, . Fortnightly
ndl Milap Jalandhgr Hindi Do 16 Caravan .+ Dell oo g
8 Punjap Do
. V"J: Kesari. .. Do Do Do 17 India To~day Do Do Monthly
ratq °
10 pa k])l; co Do Do 18 Compenlon Success Revlew Do ; Do
ik Thibune \ . Do
Chandigarh D Do
. 0 Do 9 Sclence Reporter . .
o Nay Bharat Tipge, Delhi 1 New Delhi Hindi Fortnightly
Do Do 20 Sarlta
12 Purjaps 74, Do
15 4 ibune Chandigarh Punjab; Do 21 Sushama Do be Weekl
it 2
. Jalandhg, Do b 22 Lot Pl . Do Do Y
4 Akap Y 0 Do
ol Farka v Do Do Mayapurk De Do
15 Nawan Zamang . Bo Do 23 Mayap Delhi Do Monthly
le L Do Do 24 Nandan .
- ok Lehr . Do D | 25 Champic New Delhi Do Do
Jagwany 0 Jo a Do
18 Ray Jalandhg, Do Do 26 Manorma Do Do il
anit .
/ Patia), Delhi Do Monthly
19 Chardikig Y b Do Do 27 Prag o Punjabi Do
20 Hing i Do Do 28 Aarsi
nd Samacha, Julandhgy Do Do De
21 Milgp Utdu Do 29 Akkis Do Do
.. D ; Do
22 Proggp ° Do Do 30 Sachitre-Kaumi Eketa D Do Do
.. D ' , o
° Do Do 31 Neelmant Urda Monthly
1 Iy FERIODICAL 32 Shama Pe D
rated Weekly of India pomy in Sadi .. New Dehli Do 0
2 Flimgare ay English Weekly 33  PBeeswin Sa ' lish Do
. Do . .. Amrtisar Englis
3 Feming Do Fortnightly 34 Awt of Living . Punjabi Do
. Do y .. Piit Nagar, unja
4 By, Do Do 33 Preet Lar (Distt. Amritsar) .
.. D Do
S M"’o} o Do weekly 36 Bal Sandesh v Do Do
. b . Do.:
6 Spons Week ¢ Do Monthly 1 Tusvi .. Jalandhat Do
t——— . Do Tasvir
—

—— Do Weekly _ =
A



452
FIROZPUR
Sr. Name of v B A - )
No. . ,r},ew&paper/ Pl
N I
he Competition Master | Chamje === ===
> fer .. Chandigarh nglsh  ba
38 Jagryi e o
Do Punjabi
40 Currens 75 je e o
— pics . A%telala Canton- Pnglish Do
‘2 anand Kendra Pagsikg Mad?;s Do I
Chandamania "
43 Sunday oo Hei?di' Funiabi, - Montbly
Calcutta i
4 Stkp Reyi, e e
s ew Da Do Manthly
unjabi D "
unian Batiala Punjabi
46 Jan Sahit D " o
o
. D
47 Sahis Samachar Ludhiana ) .
48 Chang; > -
- hga Khets Ludhiana (P.A.U) Do Do
ahang
- Allahabad Hindi Do
yan
Gorkhpur (U.P
31 Savastp Aur Jiwan Poona ’ > "
32 Viskiy Joi; > .
) Hoshiarpur Do Do

' Social service in the past was
In the modern senge of the term, fun-
for. Specific purposes, W and institutions established
chiefs ang well-to-do > opontancous and made available by the
the needs of ¢ PErsons to meet the exigencies of the time and

he peol .
of .. ble. This ; ' :
calamities, such as famine Pg:llit:irﬂ};yhappened during the time
City,

:J:cent phenomenon, closely aSSODClZ;dde concerted public efforts 18
erament, promisin lated  with the democratic form of
society. The § B equal status ang opportuniti

ield of social seryjc unities to all sections of

government,
of society,
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This natural urge to organize voluntary associations to meet the
needs of social and cultural uplift of the people has found greater scope
and expression after Independence as a result of popular awakening
and encouragement from the State in various ficlds of public activity.
In the Firozpur District there are a number of voluntary institutions
serving the social needs of the people in a number of ways. These
institutions not only complement and supplement governmental effort
in many fields, but also cover fields of ameliorative service which the
Government may not be in a position to cover. These institutions have
played an important part in the educational, social and cultural develop-
ment of the District. Many of them were pioneers in particular spheres
of social activity, and, on account of their constant and commendable
service, some of them have won recognition from the Government

and have received assistance and guidance from it.

The existence of such voluntary social service organizations gives
a richness to the institutional life which mere governmental action
can never impart. The Government have increasingly recognized
this aspect and have encouraged and utilized the agency of these ins-
titutions for the greater effectiveness of their own efforts. Thus
State and voluntary organizations have been playing a mutually help-
ful role in the development of the District.

The voluntary social-service organizations in the District are
mentioned below :
General-Welfare Institutions

(i) District Council for the Welfare of the Handicapped, Firozpur

The Council runs the Home for the Blind at Firozpur. Started in
April 1956, the Home has developed into an institute. Its main
objects are the welfare, uplift and rehabilitation of the blind.

The admission to the Home is open to the blind in the age-group
of 6 to 16 years. The existing number of the inmates is 45. During
the training period, they are provided with everything free of cost, viz.
training, ‘board and lodging, clothing, equipment, medicines, raw
materials and welfare amenities.

The Home is affiliated to the National Association for the Blind,
Bombay, and the Indian Red Cross Society (District Branch), Firozpur.
It gives training to the inmates in different crafts, viz. caning of chairs,
making of cycle baskets and other baskets, candle-making, soap-making -
chick-making, stringing of charpoys, and weaving. The: Heme
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has also arrangements for academic

braille script. Arrangements have als
Besides, the Home has started courses
which prepare the trai
Samiti and the Parachec

¢ducation through  the Bh‘”_“ya
0 been made for higher cducation.
in Music (Vocal and lnstrumcnta?)
nees for the cxaminations of the Prayag Sangit
n Kala Kendra, Chandigarh,

For the rehabilltation
the trained blind with
workers are paid wage
free board, lodging,

ided
of the inmates, the management have provid

. he
work by expanding the existing workshop. T

: i ith
$ according to market rafeg and are provided w
clothing, etc.

Women’s Organizations
o . . ainl
Women’s organizations in the past were very few. They mdmtc):
confined thejr activities to the providing of opportunitics for women ¥
learn sewing, knitting, embroidering and the like and they get medic
facilities at the time of

child birth. * Of the women’s organizations in the
District, those worth mentioning are given below -

Arya Mahila Propkarni Sabha (Regd.),

Formed in 1951 by some enthusiastic lady social
was registered in the same year,

tion by paying their fe

Abohar

workers, the Sabha
It helps the poor children in their educas
Plying them with books and clothes.
Id men angd women are provided with free ration and

cannot afford to spengd money on .the
ceatment of his illncss, is helpeq y Sabha in the form of medical
aid and medicines. The Sabha maintajns a library for the use of women.
It also rups 5 craft school, jp which 8rown-up girls and women lcz?.rn
cutting, sewing by hand and with the Sewing-machine, hand and machine
embroidery, tilla work, silma work, etc. The Sabha has built a big hall,
with four rooms, whj

criptions from the public in cash and gk

Nari Shilp Niketan, Firozpur City
Started in 1946, thj
workers of the city. Itisg registered body a
ronage of the All-India Women Conference,

S institution jg run by a body of lady social

nd is run under the pat-

The institution helps the poor ang destitute women, widows and dis-
carded womep and

8irls by giving the training in different arts and crafts,
€.g. hand and machine embroidery, Carpct.making, soap making, durrie-

making, hosiery, knitting by hand ang with hand-driven machines. About
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- in the subjects
i d women receive training every y.ea;]r mder work to

2 hundred _glrlS z‘t;]e t‘ryained hands are also provided with or

of their choice.

enable them to earn their levelihood.
Other Organizations

ere are also a icni in smaller
Th izations functicning m.

few other orgam ’ ,
doi Lseful work in their own spheres. Of these, mention may
fields but doing ork}
be made of the following :

Arya Anathalaya, Firozpur Cantonment

. laid by the
i dation-stone was
.. in 1877, its foun . s to the Arya
Originally start&;(rinaj Swami Dayanand. Itis af'that::l + Jalandhor,
e tsheb[}?ryal)elhi’ and the Arya Up-Pradeshik Sabha,
Pradeshik Sabha, ’

i d father-
both boys and girls) an i

insti ives shelter to orphans ( Lt the discretion
The mstlt_utC;1 gl:;others are unable to maintain them, at e
foss chidren, td eshik Sabha. It looks after all(.1 brlngshl:\Ii)cal) provided
of the Arye P;in: the highest education (academic or :::we the’ titute
It imparts tfhfs requisite aptitude for it. Tl’]“; bogyi'ils are marsied  off
they have : ir livelihood. e .
rn their liv - Fxamina

when they a.a,retab;:t;: f:ey have passed their Higher Secondary

by the institute

i : the public, a pri-
tion. itable dispensary for
e . runs a charita : » ildren, and a
The mstltutc; atl;oinmates of the institute and other child
1 for bo
mary schoo

i for girls.
middle school . )
izations of National or International Repu
Organiza

organtzations o
number of other
i ove, there are a i elsewhere, but
Besides 'fh‘: ?:ational repute. They are established

: e
national or In

. ‘Strict.
have their branches in the Distri

i s formed on
Firozpur.—The Lions Club, FlfOZP“;’er‘:a ossessing the
Lions Club, 4, with an initial strength of 30 mem . gs together to
3 November 197th for the downtroddens, put thelr,ft ea
zeal to tflohsoalz;sl agn d to create means for their uplift,
think of the

d service activities
. b are the welfare an .
i ction of the Clu i ields, to take active
" The lﬁ‘alnff;?]blic-health education and (l);herof;i;;ie, commmity, o
in the field o ial and moral welfare )

. ivil, culture, soci d citizenship; to promote
interest in the civil, nment and good ci '

inci of good gover i ublic works

promot prmciplejard ?n commerce, industry, professions, p ‘
high ethical stan

and private endeavours.
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The Lions Club has been in
to race, creed, refation, nationali
hospitals in every  way possible,
Its aim is to give facilities to the p
experienced by the relatives of th
Firozpur. In 1976
constructed on the
passengers has alg
the National Hot

service to humanity without any thought
ty, etc. It helps the patients in the local
through medicines to the civil hoSPitf’l'
oor, with a view to solving the difficulties
e paticnts admitted in the Civil Hospital,
-17, 2 huge shed for the relatives of the patients was
premises of the Civil Hospital, Firozpur. A shed for
O been constructed on the Firozpur-Muktsar Road on
el crossing,

It celebrates Rak

sha Bandan cvery year with the destitute inmates of
Arya Anathalya, Fj

rozpur Cantonment. On  this occasion, stationer)_’,
toilet articles and medicines arc  given to the orphanage. Besides, it
celebrates, important festivals, such as Dussehra, Dewali and Lohri and
gifts are given to the children of the poor. The Independence Day is cele-

brated €Very year at the Village of Rajoke at the Indo-Pakistan Border-
A medical camp is also organized on the occasion,

Leo Club, Firozpur.-—The Leo Club Firozpur is a part and parcel
Firozpur.

Its members are about 45, mostly students,
who work independently and

help the Lions Club in various activities.
ndering useful service to the citize

competitions for the sch
ent to come forward.

ns of Firozpur by of-

o ool-going children and by in-
Spiring young ta}

le of th
istrict,
Ommunity

© sixties, the activities of the Red Cross were
The aims ang objects of the society are:
health ang sanitation, piv; i he sick,
. » 8iving relief to the
suffermg‘ and wounded Persons; the relief to soldiers, sailors, airmen and
oth?r military personnel ; maternity anq chijg

juntor Red Cross actiyi

' welfare; assistarce to ‘t‘;
ties; the blced-transfyg; i inirg ©
s N Cn sCivige f1a0107 8
doctors, lady health Visitors, midwives, ’

Durses, nusse dais, etc; disastef

intensified ip the D
hospital welfare; ¢
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planning activities; and assistance

. . 'I - :
and emergency relicf of all kind; family institutions approved

. . table
to St. John Ambulance Association and charita
by the Indian Red Cross Society.

tions, rent-from shops, etc.

. . .

oy Branch, Firoz-
. — District Red Cross :
Materuity and Child Welfare.—The Di ith 3 sub-centres at Talwandi

i tre at Zira With - Ith Cen-
pur, is n;nnmdg. a;:::‘l:;kc::“ and Basti Machhjanwala. The Hea
Bhai, Talwandi

j d tolabourcases. A good
tre, Zira, has trained a numbzr :12 Zaz.;,u ‘;::i, ;t(:t;nby ey heanhlyj;:(;)rii
number of o . ?;nber of trained-dai centres were estab dns e mn
Sometime back, & 1:rg;);;trict but, later on, their rllumber was ;;8gcthere
the ure al'eas_ ;):cta:re available in most of the v.llla'ges. In ,

" tmli(’:eza‘:;:d-dai centres functioning in the District.
were

The District St. John A?bilaiieni:;:gxatﬁz,
ning { ce, first-aid, home- rsing, etc.
Fro o the. tmnmgofn;e:s‘g::,]i‘r‘ained in the District 1n ;;rzSt(f;g
D t'hc n“mge(;M (1,496 males and 1,518 Itex?xales) and 210
2 fen wla(:) ;espect;vely. Emergency Tram.mg CaIPIinz a;s o
males and 1 from first-aid and home nur.smg, tralxln gDismct
held. - In them, 0 in rescue and fire-fightm'g. T eh i
B thet ?;1:1 tpv::s ambulance cars for the convemence of the p
Branch maintai

Ambulance Training.

n is making strenuous efforts to extend
With this view, one phase 02 3612]5;:;“
i i has be -
) 1/3 scheme of Government of Ix.ld.la at Mtﬁ t of the hospitl
hospital under 1y, both phases except some finishing w leted. The 25-
pleted. _ Similat };’ at Bhinder Kalan have also bee‘n‘com";:I o don o
under thc? schelz this scheme at the Village of Killianw Centre Bas boem
bed hospital un_deefs a medical cum-community Welfare : .
i 1 ’ . X
sirwt:t:) ni.n gae:ti Ram Lal of the Village of Mastcke
starte »

Hospitals.—This organizatio
medical facilities to the people.

i Section, consisting
i Hospital Welfare ‘ "t
i elfare.—There is one o O e
osei rsvfunctioning at Firozpur v_r.dcr the ;?Jfrirbme N e
e mfm::e. embers visit the hospitals and dis
Branch. Their memb
fruits, etc. to the patients.
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Welfare of Soldiers. .

Besides entertaining the Jawans with light re-
freshments gt railway stations, gift parcels, containing  woollen garments
and sweets are sent to the juwang of the Indian Army, posted on the Pf’rdc;
during war time, Morcover, sewing machines are given to the familics 0
disabled or killed soldiers g

nd tricycles are also given to some handicap
ped persons of the District,

Rotary Club, Firozpur
The Clup a¢

Irozpur was formed in 1952,
than 29 members

In 1979-80, it had more¢

. ~ (34 3 r-
The Rotary programme is to ¢ncourage and foster the ‘ideal of se
VIce’, as a basis of worthy enter

prise and, in particular, to encourage and
foster:  the development  of acquaintance as an opportunity .for
Service; high ethica] Standard in business ang professions; the recognition
of the worthiness of all usefy] occupations; and the dignifying by eac'h
Rotarian of pjg Occupation as gn Opportunity to serve society; the a.pph'
cation of the “Ideal of Servijce” by every Rotarian to his personal, busn'leSS
and Community life; the advancement of international understanding
good will, ang Peace throyg

h a world tellowship of business and profes-
sional men united in the ‘Ideal of Service’,

) €al of Service’ a5 the basis for syccess and happiness 11
businesg and Community ljfe. In Rotary, thoughtfulness of others 15 re-
girded ag the basis of the service,and hel

pfulness to others as its cxpression.
» they constitute the Rotary “Idea] of Service™.

CHAPTER XIX
PLACES OF INTEREST

ict lies i th-West of the Punjab. Broac.lly
iy Fi'ro%pur DiStr;Ct(il:stllfetinstr-‘east by the Satlyj Rivehr, :(1)1;1:1:]13
speaking,. s bougi:ricts of Jalandhar and Kapurthalah; olr;eta Sc north
B e nited stream of the Satluyj and t ek. tal; N
O ) A ritsar District in the north; anq Pa 1sd in the
separaiee It Trom th'e o ood number of places of historical an'b rz felow
e Thef; arl;'(sl:'li:; ) %l"he important places have been describe
interest in the Di .

in alphabetical order :

ilka, the tahsil
. 32 km from Fazlka, .
. at a distance of o by road with
AbOhar'_Sltcra;tGCdkm from Muktsar, Abohal.. 1S:nl;edHa)lllumangarh
headquar(es, r, Bathinda, Ganganagar (-RaJaSt ?}?e’Hindumalkote-
Fazilka]; L)'Iuak:(sia ’Dabwali (Haryana). It h(:sigogs km from Hindu-
(Rajasthan i f the Northern Railway and is . ly 1,477

. as only i,
Bathinda section o Bathinda. Its population w .

from Ba . 863 in 1961,

malkote and 5763. "{291 9,492 in 1911, 25,476 in 1951, 46,
. 18581 2,0 mn ’ ; ’
55,925 in 1971 and 86,334 in 1981,

founded by one Abheraj
is said to have been foun . .
f Abohar is said th after his name
Th: t-z:rt)h: twelfth century and wa; calllel;lnA;:::f:la o traveller from
Bhatti duri tioned by
. ient town men in Hindustan, on the way from
Abohar is an ancte the first town in Hindustan, " nave
A.D. 1341 as ins of a large fort which must hav
Egypt about A. ists remains of a larg \
There exis llagers have a
Multan to Del.hl.e of considerable strength, and t;Z'thagRaja Abram
been ) at ::;i :::Dy centuries ago it was held (t;:ya caiged off in a raid
tradition is horses were one d
tell that his Multan, and as he had no
Chand. They ivads of Uchan towards n, A with
de by the Saiyads t after the raiders, armed w
(dhaar) ma d d as a man, went a . . iders
. ressed as loits with the raide
son, his daughter, d arrows, and after exp n
d a bow an . isted chiefly of horses. The
sword, a gunandapb which consisted ¢ )

1 of uchan eir property
brought back ;he SI:,Z;ng holy men, endeavoured to get bac'::etll; ;r pcursing
Saiyads of Uchan, oilers, and, forming a ,

: urse the sp . nd-ridge east
> threaten“t‘lg tocali:le and sat dharna, as it werf; on chnsif the Saiyads
committee, they ia held out so long that the wom X

t the Raja he ir husbands, and came in
of Abohar. Bu itine for the return of their came
ired of waiting 1o X he ridge saw their wives
at Uchan got tire hen the Saiyads on t
them. When d, and they themselves
a body to look for down curses on all around, The
ing, they called dow all died on the spot.
approching, inhabitants of the town o
. d the inhabi d that of the holy me
and their wives an in the cemetery, an . b
f the women in ) ‘to witness if I lie’. This
pakka tomb o . jst unto this day ‘to . ;
. -ridge exis ] held here in
(Fm) on the Sa:: ;;nﬁ Pir. A fair lasting for two days is
place is known '
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July-August cvery year and

) a large numbe sonle vicits thi e.
People also visit it on cvery . er of people visits this plac

In the beginni 'Thursday to pay their homage.
and the wholf cglunn’i of the nincteenth century, Abohar was uninhabited,
body of Musalman }:y around was a desert prairie.  About 1828, 2
near Fatehabad, ca erdsmen, headed by Amra Sukhera from Bigar
villages in the r;ei :be and settled here. At that time, the only established
Shah and Gaurdga ,O urhood were Bhatner, Gudda, Malaut, Salem
hundred mijles t:c:ed o the WCSt.' and to the south-west for scveral
extend their authorit was not a village. Soon after the Sikhs began 10
them in 18281 thyss'ou thwa.rds" and the Sukherashad a lease granted
Abohar. At fi}rlst ethlkh Bhai f’i Kaithal authorizing them to settle at
Kaithal had cach a,th. Z three .Slkh. Chiefs of Arnauli, Jhumba and
fort and force at Abl; share in this territory, and each had a separate
their respective rightos arthhercythcy were constantly quarrclling about
under whom the lar (d 'kk umba’s share came into the hands of Patial2,
the British rule ani (Pa a well was made.  In 1838, the tract came under
Musalman res;dem at?tam Thor“by granted leases to Amra and other
neighbourhood whiiho 1: he village of all the unoccupicd land in the
km). According ¢ then amounted to over 300 squarc miles (777 5d-
g to tradition, which probably exaggeratcs, there were

then 1 400 houses ;
’ s in Aboh .
the prairie lang attached z::)’ ?tnd a lakh and a quarter of cattle grazed in

qunfzt.als) of ghee, which was then
prairie waste was gradually bro
.were established in the countr

itfor smaller village or migrat:d

more advanta .
geous]|
Abohar.t Y situated for

{\bohar is a class |
Gopi Chand Arya Mahil

the chicf article of trade. But when the
ught under the plough and new colonies
around, many of the Abohar traders left
to the new Fazilka town which was much
the rising grain trade, and soon eclipsed

municipality. There are D.A.V. College
1 higher Secondary school a College and D.A.V. College of Education,
for girls), s middle Sch0 or boys, 13 high schools (8 for boys and 5
schools.  Besides, the 0015 (4 for boys and 1 for girls) and 15 primary

» Iere 1s a Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya. There are two

libraries, vi,
le_ra.ry and Hindi Sahitya Sadan Library.

“iment hosl’itals/dispensarics, viz. Nehru Civil

Maternit .
pr.ivate dispensarie}; I“Ili(z)Splta], T.B. Clinic, Es.I. Dispensary and two
Gita Mandir Free ISisp;nsi:;N : :ami“ Ayurvedic Dispensary and
~— ;and D, . i
Vi3 T e U Rai .5, i (Che)_

Punj theRevision of Sorn e
iab, 1379 83, Calcutta, 1884), p f;';i“ of Settlement of the Sirsa District in the
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Besides, there are a government family welfare clinic and a maternity and
child-health centre at Abohar.

There are three rest-houses, viz. Canal Rest-House, Railway Officers’
Rest-House and Market Committee Rest-House ; and three dharmshalas,
viz. Tantia Wali Dharmshala, Sharda Trust Dharmshala and
Arorbans Dharmshala. There are a police-station and sadar thana.
Besides, there are a post and telegraph office, 5 sub-post offices, a micro-
wave station and a telephone exchange.

There are 2 cotton-mills, viz. Shree Bhiwani Cotton-Mills and
industries, Ltd ; Jagjit-Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factory, besides
Advance Oil-Mills at Abohar in the large-scale sector.

Abohat is the biggest market for cotton in India andis also impor-
tant for other agricultural produce. It has also been styled as the califor-
nia of India, with large areas of land around the town put under circus
plantations. The Regional Fruit Research Station at Abohar is carrying
on research on citrus, dates and grapes, and distributes young plants
of tried varieties.

Bazidpur:—The village of Bazidpur is situated 7 km from the
Firozpur Cantonment on the Firozpur-Moga road. Its population was
2,461 in 1971 in contrast with 1,875 in 1961.

There is a historical gurudwara, known as Gurudwara Gurusar,
built in the memoty of Guru Gobind Singh. It is said that the Guru.rested
at this place on his way to the village of Rupana after the battle of Muktsar.,
The Jand-tree to which the Guru tied his horse, still exists.  The building
of the Gurvdwara and the sarowar (tank) were built by the erstwhile rulers
of the Faridkot State. A big fair is held here on Basant Panchmi (8-9
February) every year when a large number of people from far and wide
visit the place. A mela is also held here on every Amavas. Langar is
served to the visitors.

Fazilka:—Headquarters of the tahsil/subdivisions of Fazilka are
connected both by rail and road. It is a junction and terminus railway
station on the Rewari-Bathinda-Fazilka Section of the metre-gauge line of
the Northern Railway. It is also connected by the Fazilka-Firozpur
Cantonment section of the broad-gauge line of the Northern Raiiway-
By rail, Fazilka is 80 km from Kot Kapura, 428 km from Rewari and 99
km from Firozpur cantonment. By road, it is 87 km from Firozpur.
56 km from Malaut, 34 km from Abohar and 15 km from the international
Sulemanki border with Pakistan. Its population was 3,406 in 1868,
6,851 in 1881, 10985 in 1911, 25934 in 1951, 32015 in 1961, 36,281 in 1971

and 43,548 in 1981,
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When in 1844, the tract of country on the Satluj was ceded by
Bahawalpur, there Was no village where Fazilka now stands, but Vans
Agnew, the fipst officer stationed there, built himself a bungalow, in which
the office of the Subdivisional Officer (Civil), Fazilka, is now jocated.
rom that bungalow, the place became known as Bangla, a name still give®
to the town ang tahsil by the people.  Two years later, Oliver establiShfd
a few shops there, and gave the place the name of Fazilka frem Fazllf
one of early Watqy settlers.  Its favourable position near the Satly)
enabled it to €ngross almost the whole of the export trade from the great
(‘ieser-t tract towards Sind (now in Pakistan), and made it very soon 8
llourlshing market. A most destructive flood visited Fazilka in 1908
ole of the town collapsed and had to be rebuilt.
nicipality. There are 3 degree college (M.R. College);
¥s and 1 higher secondary school for girls; 3 middle

. and 1 for girls) and 12 primary schools.  There are
two libraries, viz. the Sunam Rai Municipal Library and the Sadht
here are three rest-houses, viz. the P.W.D. Rest-House

Itisa class It mu
3 high schools for bo

phone exchange.  There 81¢
children, situated adjacent to
d clock tower,

Before the partition of the country in 1947, Fazilka was the biggest

w_°ol marl_‘et in India, but thereafter the trade has been hit very hard,
With a major portion of th

: © Supply area going to Pakistan and the Bikaner
zfovrln g:acéually attracting the raw wool produced in Rajasthan. Other
uets, for which the town is known ki

» are b d sirkis.
Ferozeshah:~About 16 aan, moorhas and si

km from Fj i uarters)
on the Moga-Firozpyr road i Irozpur (the tahsil headg

attle fought on 7 D . First
Anglo-Sikh War (1845.46), €cember 1845 during the

Its populat; . 19,55 in

1961 and 1,923 in 197, Population was 1,793 in 1951,
under ;}:e}?attle o Fe.r ght on 21 and 22 December 1845
enry Hardmge and Sir Hugh Cough. The Sikh Camp w48
;%> 80d it was only captured after two days
mplete, but the loss of the victtffs
Thrity-seven officers were slain,
The loss of the Sikhs was ccm-
thr_ee 8Uns were captured. This tattle occurred
1t so furiously contested, and 0
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exhaisting to the British troops engaged that ﬂ?lihczmm?:seis]tl;nfal::’.edf
had grave doubts whether to fight so soon. The. Si ; rmy bered only
at 50,000 men and 100 guns, whereas the Brtish force m;] phered ony
, The Governor-General, before the battle, l'landcd is w'a _

>0 his sons’s care, showing that he was detern.nned to.be victorious,
.y 'to' e le , Prince Waldemar of Prussia and his staff, Counts
('()}rd;):xll t::dmgffli .and Dr. Hoffmeister, were presen.t at tl@ lt(;atﬂ:;
Tl:: latter was unfortunated kill:d fbg-, ea (;g:i};::l};(r)-t'(ie:;z}cewhoa\\azmun-

. o , ‘
l\:ifltlit:; tfllmealf : tfct)}r‘:i:rrlg:itnrceeq:}ff)uld be further exposed to the 1isks of

warfare?

To commemorate the event, a memorial was erected in 1869.
. . .
It is in t(;le nature of a cenotaph, a tringular piller of masonary, som
is i
80 feet high.

In 1976, the Punjab Govemme;)thsets ':fht:: rﬁgﬂo‘;ixcl:hla\i?gail I(:'Len
i € Si g

mo'rial' . lj“emhz es:ihlgistilll(ehn;:;ﬁ.r};toistsituated near the Village of Ghall
Rhard o ull)t 1:40 ag-Firozpur road near the bridge of Rajasthan Feede.:r
Kh“rd_ o eof 2(% km from Firozpur. The memorial has a mages.tlc
b 'a ('hStanC;is spread over 2 -5 kanals (1,042 square metres). It Qontams
o muses o hL;ch the paintings made by great artists, and war w'eapons,
8 museur.m 1n.;v matchlock guns, flintlock guns, barrel gyns, Jjamuras,
ss:c:r;ss {ia:gzg;ri’ and shields along with zaraie-baktar are displayed.

The present Village of Ferozeshah is raised on ;l(;e?;]exliz 5:]}17;2
of the old village. Almost all the houses are pucca. !n 1970- . ,in e village
i d in the Model Village Scheme which aims at giving 113
e t work and creating better living condltlon§ in the v11' agf:'s.
v develop'me}? “; the paving of streets and the construction of drains in
:ljlndefn;hgees;a?: l;een completed.  Arrangements for protected water-

e vi

supply have also been made.

k ' igh school (co-educational), a
are a Government hig _ : .
middle:illj:)i)l for girls, a primary school, a primary health centre; a family
welfare clinic ; a sub-post office and a canal rest-house.

Firozpur Cantonment:—The population of the Firozp;r7 'Cazitc?;-
Fi i
i i 11, 38,784 in 1951, 46,327 in 1¢€1,
15,861 in 1868, 26,158 in 1911, 38, . .
252;1“;?151971 and 44,678 in 1981. The following monuments in the
locality are worth mentioning.

I‘OSB D V! d {4 yer. d}l R.p int d l‘n 1970
a i » “e land of‘th Fllei e la”d si” ( rigie )|
]
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The Saragarhi Memorial

Built in the sha
Firozpur-Lahore
the 21 men of the 3
the heroic defence
the gallant sortie fr
Every year on 12
celcbrating the Sa
This memor;

) . the
pe of gurudwara in a beautifully laid-out park, on

6th Sikh Regiment of the Punjab Infantry who fell u.ln
of the Fort of Saragarhi on 12 September 1897 a.nd l:
om Fort Gulistan on 13 September 1797 in Baluchistad
Sepetmber thousands of people gather at this place f0f
ragarhi Day and for paying tributes to the’heroes.
al scrvice on the day serves as a reunion of  ex-servicemen-

The Burki Monument

Situated close to the Saragarhi Memorial, this monument Wwa$
raised in the memory of the jawans and officers killed during the cap t}lre
of Burki (Pakistan) by the Indian Army on 10 September 1965 "“"25
the Indo-Pakistan Conflict of 1965. The town of Burki is situated on t
main road from Lahore to Patti.

Firozpur Cantonment. —(a class | cantohment ) is managed by thf
the Cantonment Board. There are the D.A.V. College for womené
the Gury Nangk College (co-educational), 3 higher secondary 5°h°c.'ls(1 !
for boys and 1 for gitls), 3 high schools (2 for boys and 1 for girls), 1 m'dfi ¢
school for boys and 7 Primary schools. There are a library and two readfﬂﬂ
Tooms, viz. the Badrj Parshad Library, the Cantonment Board Reading
Room, and the Information Centre of the Public Relations Department,
Punjab. There are 4 hospitals, and 2 dispensaries, viz. the CzlxltoIIIT"ent
General Hospital, the Police Hospital, the Frances Newton Hospital;
the Railway Hospital, the Cana) Dispenary and a subsidized dispensary-
There are 4 rest-houses, viz, the Canal Rest-House, the Electricity Board
Rest-House, Sainik Rest-house and the Railway Officers Rest-House,
b.esides 4 serais. The adminstrative offices of the District are mostly

. . 1 8
tonment areq, There are a police-station, besides

Firozpyr City.—Situateg
it is wel] connected by rajj and
ment, the Firozpur
the Northerp Railw
Abohar (121 km),

Quite close to the Indo-Pakistan border,
road. Four km from the Firozpur Canton-
City is on the Fazilka-Firozpur Cantonment line of
ay. By road, it is connected with Fazilka (87 ‘_‘m)'
Malaut 81 km), Ko Kapura (41 km), Ludhiana

P
» H. Woosnam, Revolt in North-Wes; India

memorials have been built neaf

FP (Pakistan), another near the G"""‘n
rd 8t Flrozpur Cantonment gng 4 fourth et The Sikh
Meeryt

. . I Of
oad, this monument was crected in the memory
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lation was 20,592 in 1868,
n (50 km). Itspopu .
Popiol a1n9dl FZt)l;g;(i:al%(l 47,060 in 1961, 51, 090 in 1971 and 61,162
24,678 in , 40, ,

in 1981.

: dition, about 1360 by
ding to one tra s
i as founded, accor: . —1387), who had a
i F];iziutl'l:;hlak (Emperot of Delhi, A.D. 1315:;021;1r )was ounded
FlI'O.Z ) ding cities. It is also stated that st vorsion is
P f(f)r lfou];)hel\tg Chiefs, named Firoz Khan, but the first v
by one of the ’

widely accepted.

i in-i-Akabari, the Satluyj flowed

Ihhe o Of'Akbard’ ?fcc\)::sl:gatso: z)r:sent; the District then ft?rmeaci
o e ms’;tean Subah. That it was originally a place o gt:::n ¢
o O ]\:Iiub athe extensive ruins. The old fort. must1 at ;n;ding
S e f ?)nsiderable strength. It formed an irregular :xr Oundi
e and o1 C and about forty yards broad, formerl'y. S]‘: und-
et yard:‘ otngide and ten feet deep. Before the Brms‘ g(z e
B comsi :Iterations during the third quf'irter of the ninete o
e e ne‘fessafy ribed as a picturesque buildmg.. In Novemand
Cemuryl., (Iit Alljc(li(:fld the Governor-General olt; Infltllil.hishzgn ;al Sgrwas
B ’ ja Ranjit Singh, wi :
N FimZPur’ssZc}lle:lhel:w ;h;r:gvers Jof about 15,000’ trooS:.im'I;:;Z
presenrtt;v;r\li tv(;,ltt;::{‘irst Afghan campaigr;l, whfm o t:i rf:::c;\;sd dl'si ens
werc, ; . The mim .
Brit ﬁ“dt::ii;];::r:ﬁ(;ot::;z:‘;::g’ impressed the ruler of the Punjab.
British di

in a declining state at the time of the British :lmizgz-
The town.waS a census taken by Sir Henry Lawrence, 2 of,‘
tion. According t02 732 and in 1841, chiefly through the exertion ds
the population was e, ha::i risen to 4,841. The mar'ket-place towaxiso
Sir Henry Lawrl?(;o,rt was built by him, and the main baza.au' w:s sne
the east of the o is directions; the oldest street in the town being t eChj }
completed under his Bazaar. Under the British, Firozpur was the ther:_
now Cf;lednz:t?;i India, well stored with munitions of war, and,
arsenal for . 1
fore, a place of considera;)h:o"s: Zitiziex;ded by a wall, of which the te1n
The town onc;.uéite the Mori Gate, the Baghdadi Gate (formerly
gates, viz. the DC}I\' lna Ga,te), the Zira Gate, the Makhu Gatff’ the Balzis:;:;
known as the L1 l?‘tsari Gate, the Kasuri Gate, the M.ultan.l Gate an. e
wala G.a te, the Anlril exist. The old town itself is divx.ded into twotpathe
bragazine ‘Gate, o whicl; runs from the Delhi Gate in the sou‘thdl o e
by the mlam(;):: al:; the north. A metalled circular road girdles
Basanwala
town,

Ross, D vid, The Land of the Five Rivers and Sindh (Reprin
1 0ss, David,
pp. 11618
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The old Fort of the City js how no more, but some traces of' it zirc stlg
left; the tomb of 4 Mubammadan saint, calicd Nur Shah Vali, snuatc‘
Oon an eminence opposite the ol tahsil building, indicates its site.  Rani-
ka-talab, calied after Sardarp; Lachman Kaur, once the ruler of Fl‘mlpur{
Is now dry, QO one side of the tank, there arc the spgd/ of Sardarn

e yardar
Lachman Kayr (died issucless jp December 1835) und by husband Sard
Dhanna Singh (died in 1819),

The memorial of p
situated on the right b,
laid on 23 March, 1965
up bodics of the hero-m
after thejr having been
Lahore, by the British
the Punjab Raj Mat

artyrs Bhagat Singh, Raj Guru and Sukhdev is
1k of the Satluj River, ¢s foundation stonc was
+ This is that hallowed spot where (he chopped-
artyrs were secretly creamated gt the dead of nlg}.‘"
cxccuted on 23 March 1931 in the Central Ja”"
Government. Outside the memorial, the smadh of
a (mother of Mmartyr Bhagat Singh) has been erccted.

; iz,
Firozpur hag 4 class | municipality, There are three colleges, vi
the Dey Samaj College for

Women and the R.S.D. College (for boys),
both up to M.A. classes, and the Dev Samaj College of Education' for
women; 8 Higher Secondary schools (4 each for boys and girls); 3 middle
schools (2 for boys and 1 for girls) and 14 Primary schools. There are
three librarieg and onc reading-room, iz, “the Municipal Library (neai'
the Fire Brigade. Station), the Municipai Library  (in Tankanwali
Basti), the Gandhi t Reading Room. ’rhcrc' are
! nic, the Central Jail Hos!ntal :
mily-welfare units. BCS@CS’
There are afso 4 veterinary hospital,

"Post  offices. There are a
SCrais and sjx Janjghays (places for marriage-
there are 4 police-station, a sadar thana

ivil Hospital, the T.B. CJi
» and two urban fa

Panchayar bhawan, two
parties to stay), Besides,
and police-post/outposts.

Guru Har Sahai.—~Situated o
Northerp Railw

n the Firozpur-Fazilka section of the
headquarters) and 50 ki from

from Firozpur (the ta}.]Sll

Fazilka. ¢ also connected by road with

both of these places. Its Population wgg 3,128 in 1951, 4,293 in 1961,
4,601 in 1971 and 7,684 in 1981, '
s II municipality. There are two high schools, one each

i i There is municipal librar).’- ~
OWn as the Dr. D.L. Ferris
. 0 © patients. 'Besides, there are
4 Primary heaep, centre 4 ng ily-welfare centre. There are
i ry;.a police-station, a rost ang telegraph office apd
There are also g IMunicipal park and a water-
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illi ket‘
.. l ] d ul. d d C(I‘l.(li((d. h(l'(‘ ¢I¢ ma } - CHCTS an
; is 1 '” dl (] C( Ql N
]')ldCC 1S W¢ 1 l | |
IiCC-hU”Ll'S. y | -
t thC tW() ,. t t() t'W() l S. wn as I\/‘ t s

; > town
i tiguous to the
Har Sahai is con osary) of
iginal village of Guru ) mala (rosary) o
The orlhglr;?;ﬂ‘l’; /lfala Temple, a pothi (book) el)l}d Gauru R of
where, in the - in which the image v of
. nd a stonein blic by the family
G uru Nanak Dev, a a be shown to the pu hi is
" s visible, used ta be . jects, the pothi i
pated to e ws::relts of the Gurus. Out of these obje
the local descen '
said to have been lost in 1970.

. d. By rail, it is
h by rail and roa hich
is connected bot ) ters) from whic
Jalalaba.dr_l't-lsz ur and Fazilka the tahsil headq‘-lf;scccgnnectcd with
connected with Fll:ng 33 km respectively. By roéq; ils 54 km, 33 km and
places 1t 15 > :(12 and Muktsar, from which pla?%"1'951 7,723 in 1961,
Firozpur, Fa:-lvely Its population was 6,283, in ’
km respect: . . .
12f032 in 1971 and 16,639 in 1981

: ment
e There are a Govern.
s 11 municipality.  Th Is. Besides,
n has a class X ary schools.

Thle t‘l);’f; boys and another for girls af}lld 51 ‘:1:1“ aymunicipal library.
high schoo ic training schoo tre. a
' ment basic ild welfare health centre,
there are a Govern . ternity and child w da

ivil hospital, a maternity hone exchange and
There are' o ost and telegraph office, a telcph;)hi]dren and 2 serais.
police-station, ai: 1. The town has also a rark fer
veterinary h‘?Sp’ al.

» ities of the area.
i icultural commodities 0
. re the main agricu Jttle fair is held here
Rice and Wl;)eeitoi'rice-shellers in the town. A cat ; 4
There are @ num : o i
lly in January. - ssing of the Moga-Zira toad an
annuatly han.—Situated on the eros from Moga, 14.km from
Kot IS;‘( I: I;ir.a road, Kot Isa Khan is 1f6 kmDharkaL A scparate
the Dharmkot-Zira road, nd 8 km from ,
il headquarters) a ; opulation was
Zira (the tahs:} hf;d]?nks it with Fatehgarh Panjtor. Its pop .
in length, ‘in 1971.
e 1951 2,700 in 1961 and 3353 in 1
1,654 in ’ “s

.
[FUN

o is ilaka, a descendant
. Khan of this ilaka,
o d after Nawab Isa, ) f Nawab from
The place is I;ialrl:ea Panwar Rajput, who got the title 0; by-..him At the
of Net Ahn;:? Kinaax;preciation of a feat of strength show .
Emperor Akbar
imperial court.

“y L -’ two
; page 47 to
b . teer.—1915, refers oy e, t
irozpur District Gazet hat era, it is not
The Flm:aptued respectively 170 and- 1.93 S;Z s‘;{atﬁ‘ -recording the
foseriptions, t:Isa Khan. The former,-on-a mar '
certain) at Kot'Is '
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building of the mos
latter is on 4 beam in (he town g
belonged to SOMe part of (he old pal

. . . ame of the ruler,
protection of the palace, Aurang Shal i aiven as the name of the
whereas the poct’s name was Gurditta Mayy.

g The
que by ane  Aj; Mahomed, now not existing.

v . ]l
Ue. but seems 1o have orl{!lnf:hz
ace.asitis a prayer in verse for

There are a Gove
High School for Girls
health centre, g family

4 post and telegraph office. There is also

riment Hip

. ent
h School for hoys, a  Governm
and

. . , ‘imary
a4 Government Primary School, a prm o
welfare ¢linic and a vetermary  dispensary "
an Arya Samaj dharmshala.
e ) ddy.
The chjef agriculturg] products marketed here gre wheat and paddy
two km south-cast of the

. . at
tahsil headquarters
of Mudk;j s also connected

by road with Faridl;(;tl,
Bagha Purany and Zira, jis Population was 2,808 in 1951, 3,235 in 1
and 4,058 jp 1971,

. us
The village of Mudki is chiefly remarkaple on account of the fam"]o_
battle fought jn Its vicinity on |3 December 1845, during the First-Ang
Sikh War of 1845-46. T b

attle of Mudki was

the first action that took
he British. The Sik

h army numbered 30,000,

» the gallant defender'(;f
anistan inthe First Afghan War. Sir John Me Caskill,

dead while gallantly leading hisdivision.
€IS attached ¢, the G

overnor-General g5 aides-de-camp
were either killed OF wounded.1,

. In Commemoratioy of thig hard-won victory, the British erected a
Pillar ip g 0. Situateq at a few ki

&Servation than the pillars at the
d Sobragn battle fields, Origi nally, the pillar was surround-
» Which ngy, does not ex;

There ape a high

school for boys
school apg a hosp
—_— 7

ital,

ramiddle sch, for girls, aprimary

Sindh (Reprinted in 1970), P. 118
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. . Patti Tahsil
. Sobraon is a small V'“;gtell? n,:e}::r the Harike

Sobraon Ba“lef.leld‘—on theright bank of the Sa f liir zpur, and near

of the District Amrltsafr )Zira and 40 km north-cast o ositi this village on

Ferry. 24km nortllll 0}3eas and the Satlyj. It Wlas (:'m:d February 1846,

o o a

the confluence of ¢ Seatluj that the famous ba;t eCommader-in-Chleﬂ Sir

the left bank of the was fought unqert ) lo-Sikh War of 1845-46

named after Soil:a(:;;:tle brought the First Anfyoa British force. This

. h. This ion of Lahore

Hugh Goug the occupation

and led to

. istrict.
- Firozpur Distri
to a close, Zira Tahsil of the

in
scene of engagement falls

i d
. 30,000 Sikhs an
: d the ardous task of attackilt!;\g most formidable en-
The British ha in a position covered W tions in contrast with
seventy pieces of cannf)n};t even be termed fortifica the left or east bank
trenchments—they I:tlfd by a Spanish Cng‘nce;;’ ()s?kh rear rested on the
Ferozcshah'—conSt:ililn the Harike Ford. The ts, wherea large force
of the Satluj, guar cfnnected bya bridge of Poa ajnd flanking the field-
Village of Sobraon, with artillery Command}llngleft of bank of the Satllf_l,
was kept in reserve,fthe engagement wasonthe ignated as a grand artil-
works. Thescene o'dc The battle has been de;lg British were particu-
. tde. -
or on the FlI‘OZPl:ll' ihe previous engagements, t ennon’ but also inrespeact
lery concert, as in inrespect of the number of ca sition. Even at Sobraon,
farly weak, not - unition for the battereis ln'It)io nwas nearly exhausted.
of the supply of ammid firing, the reserve ammun"r :e Sikhs held their earth
after three hours, rap! ere so keenly contested. almostto a man; very
Few Indian battlte ° ;Vst tenacity, until cut to p]e;efster the sappers had made
ith the utm iver. lloped
works withthet ing across the r ns charged, gallop
few succeeded in es:afelnghments» the 3rd Dr: gtzzries and field-works,
openings in the ente he obstinate defenders _of at and every available
over and cut dc.)wnt f three divisions ot“ fnfar; rythe varying forutune
and with the welgfpr:alfy declared for the British a‘tfrrhe British pierced on
field gun, VlCtor¥ lllt Anofficer engaged wrltes.ovcr their bridge. The
throughout the fig y itated the Sikhs in masses dly fordable and owing
every side and preclP;l risen seven inches, was o bying let loose, so enti-
Satluj, having suddefr:;m the centre of the brldgz lfe by order of one of
to one of the boalt,s assage said to hav? been oither with the view of
rely cutting ot('if tsetll:e late Raja Tej Singh, e
. rs,
the Sikhs Sarda

preventing v w esign of cutting off
i i desi f cutti
he victors from following, or with the
ing the
r ti

*Jbid, pp. 11920
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all hopes or retreat from the Sikhs, and forci
were driven  intothe g re
the British Horse Artiller
thousands were
awful slaughter

12 them to fight the en‘cm}’
am, where they suffered aterrible carnage iroﬂc;
Y- Hundreds fell under this cannonade, an

drowned ip attempting the perilous passage. Th:;
<and dismay were such as would have CXC”C’
of their gencrous conquerors, if the Kh“lsl"
trlier part of the action supllied their gallantry
arously mongling every wounded soldier, whom 10
attack, the fortune of war left
with dead and dy
arrier in the middle

» confusion
compassion in the hearts

troops had not in the e
by killing and barh
the vicissitudes of at their mercy. The
ing, the mass of corpses actually
ofthe stream™*,

river was covered
Proving a b

Sixty-seven Sikhs  guns
called Zamburahy, were,
standards. The battle
Robert Dick, who
the attack op the

and upwards of 2,000 camel swivel guﬂﬁt
captured by the British,. as well as numt“")l{6
’ lasted from dawm to noon. The gallant S.lr
had been through the Peninsular campaign fell 11
entrenched camp.

Inthe battle of Sobr
wounded; 2 383 of all ra
was estimated at from 12

aon; 15 Europeun Offices were killed and 101

nks ‘were killed and - wounded. The Sikh 105§
,000 to 15,000. cL

|

. ot N ! "’
The British Army after the battle crossed the river by d 'b";dge’:of
boats OPposite Firozpuf, occcupied Kasur, and tyarched on Lahore. -
s In Commemoratiog of their victory i’ thig battle, ‘the 'B"iﬁSh
erected in {868 g piflay near the Village of Rodla i the Tdhsil Zira.

Ly
t

ELRRN Zi'ra.—-Headduarters of the tahsil, sy
Zird is connected by road witp Talwardi Bk , F

Makhu (15 Km. Dharamkot (22 km)';":'irid“]\‘/[dga (24 Kin). TIts popula-
Honwas 2702 iy 1853 '

> S92 in 188¢ 4478 1k 1011 6.389in 1951,
8118 in 1961, 9264 in 1971 and Y9581 iy '[65;.

D) F) ) TN :
It is a class I’[~municipality. 'THePé"aré’éu‘"GéfVernment college (co-
educational), » Govérnment high s&?lgold(éne ek for boys and girls) and
4 primary schools."ﬁesides, théve 4ftiy 5 municii;"aﬂibrary and a reading-
Toom, a commyn;

ty.park, the Assogiation Club, 2. civil hospital, a mater-
health centre,

' a veterinary hospital, a police-stati“),l.1 and
2 police post, 5 Post and telegrapp office ang asub-post office, a’ tele-
ayar samiti rest house and Serai Sawan Mal.
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PLACES OF INTEREST

’ ain Temple at Zira is worth mentioning.  Built 1(;1 lifi), ivh;:

I‘h<.: J‘m} p ; high, with three storeys. Its secon P "
comreted | we't l91g3-,14 The paintingson the walls depw.t ;t,hekl €
T thankns. The témple is named after the 23rd tirthan rat,
M Thz main idol is believed to be one of t.he 11_10'3n
o Pﬂrsavnm'h . nes and was brought from Palitana Sldhgr]l‘ll
G andSa nmcntofothe brass murtis (statues) are more than tweleve
Gujarat. Some

hundred years old.

ber
heat. There are a num

ira i ket for paddy and w

Zira is a good marke

of rice-shellers at this place.
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