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Preface

The Koch Bihar Gazetteer is the seventh volume in the series of
West Bengal District Gazetteers, being written since 1959, according
to a scheme jointly sponsored by the Governments of India and West
Bengal. This, unlike the previous six volumes, is the first gazetteer
of the district, which had been a princely State (Cooch Behar) before
it was amalgamated with India in 1951. The plan followed in the
present volume, as its predecessors in the series, had been drawn up
by the Union Government, keeping in view the socio-economic policies
of our Welfare State as well as the actual achievements of the people
since Independence.

The draft of this volume had been prepared by Shri D. Majumdar,
1.A.S., State Editor (June 1970 to November 1972),—the preliminary
drafts of a few chapters being the handiwork of Shri (now Dr.)
Sankarananda Mukeriji, W.B.C.S., Assistant Editor. Shri Majumdar
got his draft vetted by the Central Gazetteers Unit of India Government,
which Was subsequently scrutinised by the State Advisory Committee,
in consonance with the usual procedure. But it had to hibernate
long in cold storage due chiefly to a procedural bottleneck, which
could not be removed through the efforts of this office. I utilised
this enforced delay to revise the finalised draft by incorporating in
it up-to-date information and by taking the liberty of polishing the
language at places. 1 have also formulated a crash programme and
taken adequate concrete steps for the publication of all the remaining
nine gazetteers during the remainder of the current Five-Year Plan
period,—besides editing the two Gazetteers of Murshidabad and

Puruliya.

This is the first time that a District Gazetteer of ours has been
printed in the West Bengal Government Press, which has acted very
promptly despite the preoccupation -of its officers and staff with
Budget papers. I cannot praise too highly the cheerful co-operation
of Shri S. S. Varma, I.A.S., former Industries Commissioner and
Secretary, Commerce and Industries Department, as also of Shri
P. G. Mukherijee, LP.S., Controller of Printing and Stationery, under
the administrative control of that Department. It is my bounden
duty to express my personal heartfelt gratitude to Shri Varma and
‘Shri Mukherjee as well as to all the officers and staff under the latter
for honouring the generous commitment made by their erstwhile
Commissioner at my earnest request.

I am deeply indebted to Shri B. Sarkar, I.C.S. (retd.), Chairman
of the Advisory Commuittee as well as Dr. S. B. Chaudhuti, M.A.,
Ph.D. and Dr. P. C. Gupta, M.A,, Ph.D., the other members, for
having examined the draft minutely and made numerous valuable
suggestions,—apart from the kind consideration constantly shown me
ever since I joiried this office and became the member-convener of the
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committee meetings. [ am also grateful, beyond measure, to (my
junior friend) Shri D. K. Guha. 1.A.S.. Education Commissioner and
Secretary, Education Department, Government of West Bengal, for
co-operating with me. in his urbane and appreciative manner, but for
which the present volume could not have been brought out with such
expedition. [ offer ample thanks to Shri D. Majumdar. who edited
this Gazetteer, along with Dr. S. Mukerji. his worthy Assistant
Editor (at present an admirable colleague of myself), for having
produced a pioneer work, which I am now sponsoring as godfather
(in a secular sense).

It is a pleasant duty as well as a proud privilege to convey most
cordial thanks to Dr. P. N. Chopra, M.A_, Ph.D., Editor (Gazetteers),
Government of India. for his own operhearted courtesy and scholarly
guidance, which drew me to him personally as well. The officers and
staff of the Central Gazetteers Unit—over which he presides, in the
Department of Culture—scrutinised the draft of the Koch Bihar
Gazetteer with great carc and made a large number of important
suggestions. which have improved its quality and calibre. It would
be churlish on my part not to thank all of them without the least
reserve. | should also mention here that a portion of the expenditure
incurred on the compilation and printing of the District Gazetteers
is borne by the Government of India in the Ministry of Education
and Social Welfare.

Many departments of the Central and the State Governments as
well as various branches of our district administration rendered
yeoman service by furnishing data utilised in the volume. In a sense,
it is they who lay the foundation on which the edifice of a district
gazetteer is built. Their silent contribution merits cloguent praise,
which [ tender gladly.

Shri Tarapada Maity. Research Assistant, has prepared the
Bibliography and the Index with much pains and zeal. for which
I thank him sincerely. The Head Assistant. together with all his
colleagues (including. in particular. the other Research Assistants,
the Publicatien Assi-tant. the Proof Reader, the Stenographers, the
Typists and the Cowmparers). has worked very hard in making this
Gazetteer sce the light of day with utmost promptitude : 1 am prateful
to them—one and all. In general. T applaud the spirit of tez;mwork
that pervades this office at present.

In svite of the concerted efforts of all who have played some role
or other in the production of the volume. it may contain many errors
of omission and commission.—the final responsibility for which is
mine and this Iwould not shirk.

Calcutta, BIRENDRA KUMAR BHATTACHARYA
13th Marck 1976 State Editor.
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C.HAPTER 1
GENERAL

Koch Bihar district in the north-eastern frontier of India
is included in the Jalpaiguri Division of West Bengal.
Until the 28th day of August 1949 Koch Bihar was an Indian
State ruled by the Maharaja of Koch Bihar who had been a
feudatory prince under the British Government. By a
document dated 28 August 1949 Maharaja Jagaddipendra
Narayan of Koch Bihar ceded his territory to the Dominion
(tovernment of India. The transfer of the administration to
the Government of India took place on the 12th day of
September 1949, from which date Xoch Bihar was ruled as a
Chief Commissioner’s Province by a Chief Commissioner
appointéd by the Government of India. By an order under
section 290A-of the Government of India Aect of 1935, Koch
Bihar was transferred and merged with the Province of West
Bengal on 1 January 2950. Since then Koch Bihar is being
administered as a district of West Bengal.

'he rame Koch Bihar is of comparatively recent origin,
Formerly, a tract of land now forming the district of Koch
Bihar was part of a much bigger kingdom of Kamrup. The
carliest mention of Kamrup in epigraphic records is in the
Allahabad Inscription of Samudra Gupta.,! In later times,
the kingdom of Kémarupa was splif into two parts,—the
western part known by the name of Kamata containing Koch
Bihar. In Blaev’s map of 16560 Koch Bihar has been
mentioned as Comotay. In Baharisthan-i-Ghabi the country
was designated as Kamta.? The name Koch Bihar appears
to have been first used in relation to this country in Shah
Jahan Nama about the middle of the 17th century. Major
Rennell’s maps prepared in the 18th century designated Koch
Bihar as simply Behar. In the treaty between the East India
Company and the ruler of Koch Bihar in 1773 the kingdom
was referred to as Koch Bebar and the capital was referred to
as Behar Tort. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in his narrative
written in the beginning of the last century mentioned only
Behar. There have been conjectures whether the second
term in the name of the district, viz., Behar, has any
connexion with some early Buddhist monastery located in the
. region. Considering the fact that the name Koch Bihar
is of recent origin, connexion with any Buddhist monastery
seems unlikely. Yet, it must be considered a probability,
because, in the old ruins of the capital of the Khen kings at
Kamtapur within the district of Koch Bihar there is a raised
mound which goes by the name of Raj-pat. There is a
suspicion that this might have been the site of an early

1Fjeet,” Gupta Inscriptions No. 1.

*The Ain.i-Akbari refers to & Koch country, in which there were two
~ kingdoms ‘Kamata’ and ‘Kamarupa’. (District Census Handbook, Cooch-

Behar, 1861, p. 3.)

ORIGIN OF THE
NAME oF THE
DjsTRICT
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}’Suddh}st woastery and the ratsed menmd the remnant of g
n\u{(}h(.\'( staget, DRy s excavation of (i place nnghe
provido @ vonrhnsive answier on this point. I the ahsenee
ol any conerete evidence of the sexistence of a Buddhist
motistery, the wadn waed  Piligy mined e ctymologically
devived as u place or abode of sport. Ko Hikar (hhu.s' ix
anaboade of the Koch fribe, Theye e s fegend that 1owd
,\lu'h;tdm' had at one time engaged in dablisec with Koeh
maddens and as the word sidnirg also meitts dallisnee, this
etymology may not be  farfotehed.  But the balancee of
probability lies in favour of the etvinology that Koch Bihar
means the land of the Koch.  Bven shortly after the mergel
of Koch Bihar with West Bengal the locul people referred
to the capita) of the Maharaju or the vity of horh Bihar as
simply Bibar, and Munter in his Statistivad Aecownt has
recorded that the Rajo of Korh Bihar, repudiates the theory
of Koch origin nnd ealls his eapital Nijbehar. In the above
cirenmstances, it is difficult to say whether the distret took
it name from the capital city, or the capital ity ook its
name from the name of the country. The name of the
kingdom was finally defermined to he Koch Bihay by an
order of the Maharaja and published in the Coock Bedurr
Gazette,

The district of Koeh Bihar Jes between 26782467 north

latitude and 25757567 north latitude.  The longitude of the
easternmost poiat ix 8Y"HV007 cast and the longitude of the
westernmost point iy S8 {5027 east.

With the exception of a few miles at the extreme
sauthern tip of Tufanganj rubdivision where the viver Raidak
forms the boundary aud for about 5 miles (8 k. fo the
north ot Mcekhliganj thana where the rivir Jaddhaka forms
the boundary. there is no natwrad bhoundary of the distyvjet,
The worthern houndiry  and  wo-t part of the  western
boundary are formed by the district of Julpuiguet.  Frow
west to east the following thunas of the distvict of Jalpaiguri
abut on the hovder of Koeh  Bihar, vir,  Jalpaigr,
Maynaguri,  Dhuapguri, Falakato,  Alipur Duars and
Kumargram. The southern boundary of the district is very
much indented and the following thapas of the district of
Rangpur in Bangladesh fornr the southern boundary, viz.,
from west to cast, Boda, Debiganj, Dowar, Dimla, Patgram,
Hatibangha, Kaliganj, Talmonir Hat, Phulbarj Nageswari
and Bhurangamari.  The eastern boundary s formed by the
district of Goalpara of Assam. The total aven of the distriet
aceording o the Survey of Indin is 15,086 s, ks, (ax on
L July 1970, The population of the district. according to
the Census of 1971, is 14,14,183.

Besides the rongregated weea included in the boundaries
of the district mentioned above, there are enclaves ar elihits
which are outlying and detached tracts of land situated
inside the district of Rangpur in Bangladesh. There were
similar detached tracts lying within the district of Jalpaiguri.
The detached tracts which lay within the district of Jalpaiguri
have now heen merged in the general area of that district,

GENERAL !

.

Scventeon  chhils  of Taldibari  police  station werr
transferred to the Jalpaiguri police stution in the district of
Julpaiguri under the (:‘mw:nnxgnt of Wpst Jieng‘al, Homs
{Police) BDepartment, Natitication No. M27P1.. dated 27
June 1952 A further adjustment between the  distriet
‘houndaries of Koch Bihar and Talpaigurt had taken place in
the vear 1995, Undepr the Government of West Bengal.
Home (Police) Department, Notification No. 2115P1., dated
20 Msy 1955, 34 chhits of Kaoch Bihar were transferved to
Jalpaiguri. Two chlits belonging to  Meklliganj police
atation were {ranslerred to Mavnaguri  police  station  of
Jalpatgurt, 30 ehhits belonging to  Matabhanga were
trausforred to Dhupguri police  station  and 2 elikitz of
Tafanganj police station were transferrad to  Alipur Tuars
police station of Jalpaiguri district.  The nalifications are
aiven helow :

FOTIFTCATION No, 24270L., DATED 27 JONE 1952

“Tn exercise of the vower conferred by clause(s) of Sub-
section (1) of Section 4 of the Code of Criminal Pracedure.
1898 (Act ¥V of (8888, .and in vartial modifieation of all
previous notifications relating fo e wron tndduded in, and the
boundaries of police-stations Haldibori in the distviet of

~lnach Behue and dalpaiguet in the district of Talpaiguri, the
Governor i3 pleased to declare that the areas comprised in the
ehhits shown in the Schedule hereto. which hove hithertc
heen included in Waldibari police-station in the district of
Cooch Behar. are translorred to. and shall he included in.
the Jalpaiouri police-station fn the disteict of Jalpaiguri.

PHE SCHIHULYE

K1 Nog Nimne of the Chhit Chhit Nov.

1 Sy -

2 Shingimari (Part 1) 79

: Shingimari {Part 11) 74

1 Shakati 6o

i Lo 03
i Po 6

7 '”(\ “c;
s 1)() (-‘4‘
0 Da 87
“] Do i
H Do 59
127 Do | 70
19 Rinnagurﬁ 61
14 Do 81
13 Daikhata 39
16 Da 40
17 Do 43"
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NOTIFICATION No. 2115'PL., DATED 20 MAY 1955 Name of the ) N?'ms of t he.
« ise of th terred by cl (5) of Sub olice station in pog_cei station in
41 exercise ot the power conferred by clause(s) of Sub- Chhit  Cooch Behar alpaiguri
section (1) of Section 4 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1310 Nané%;?é the No.¢ distriet from district to which
1898 (Act V of 1898), and in gartial modification of all ) which transferred  transferred

previous notifications, relating to the areas included in, and
the boundaries of police-stations Mekliganj, Matabhanga

and Tufanganj in the district of Cooch Behar, and Mayna- 16  Goseairhat 95  Matabhanga Dhupguri
guri, Dhupguri and Alipur Duars in the district of J alpaiguri, D ' Do
the Governor is pleased to declare that the areas comprised 17 Do % °

in the chhits described in Columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule o7 Do Do
hereto annexed, which have hitherto been included in the 18 Do

police-stations of the district of Cooch Behar, specified in the 98 Do Do
corresponding entries in Column 4 of the said Schedule, are 19 Do

transferred to and shall be included in the police-stations

9 D Do
of the Jalpaiguri district, shown against each in Column 5 of 20 Do 9 0
that Schedule: 21 Do 100 Do Do
THE SCHEDULE o , - * Do 101 Do Do
Name of the Name of the
police-station in police-station in 23 Do 102 Do Do
Sl. Name of the Cphit Cooch Behar Jalpaiguri
No. Chhit No. district from district to which 24 Godang 103 Do Do
which transferred  transferred o
. - ‘ @ 95 Do 104 Do Do
1  Panisala, Thak 152 Mekliganj - Maynaguri .
No. 152 —— 26 Do 105 Do Do
" 106 D Do
0
2 Do 152 Do Do 27 Do
N 28 Do 107 Do Do
3 Magurmari 82  Matabhanga Dhupguri 29 Do 198 Do Do
4 Do 83 Do Do 30 Do 109 Do ‘ Do
5 Do 84 Do Do 31 Do 110 Do Do
6 Do 85 Do Do 32 Do - 111 Do Do
7 Do 86 Do Do 33  Chikliguri 133  Tufangail Alipur Duars
(Part I)
8 Do 87 Do Do .
: 34 Chikliguri 139 Do Do
9 Do 88 Do Do (Part II)
10 Gossairhat 89 Do Do At the time of merger of the Indian State of Koch Bihar Origin of these
with West Bengal there were 130 enclaves measuring more enclaves
1 Do 90 Do De 20,957.07 acres.. There were correspondingly 95
or less s ] . .t L B
enclaves of Bangladesh situated within the district of Koch
12 Do 91 Do Do Biiar. Another intriguing fact is that therq were enclaves
13 De o b Do within enclaves. It eo happens that while the parent
(o] 0 :

to Koch Bihar district the enclaves. igset

, _ Ségﬁ;et;g:%%sclaves belong. to Bangladesh. A I{aqd-borde;r

14 Do 93 Do Do grecment was bigned between India and Bangladesh on 16
15 Do 94 Do Do May 1974; which provides, - amomg - Sther thmgs, - for - the
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exchange of the enclaves of the two countries at a future
date. The Agreement is to be ratified by the two Govern-
ments before it can come into operation. :

The origin of these enclaves i€ not very clear. Tt jg
generally believed that during the Mughal invasions of 1687
and 1699 some of the powerful Koch Bihar chieftains retained
possession of their lands in the chaklas of Boda, Patgiam
and Purbabhag and the invading Mughal forces could not
dislodge them. In 1712 when Khan Jehan Khan, the Nazim
of Bengal, recovered possession of these chaklas a treaty was
signed letween the Maharaja of Koch Bihar and the N azim
whereby these three chaklas were leased out to the Maharaja
of Koch Bihar in the benami of the Chhatra-Nazir Santanu
Narayan. The powerful chieftains who had not been dislodged
from their lands during the Mughal invasion continued to
owe allegiance to the Maharaja of Koch Bihar and these
lands did not therefore form part of the zaminduri which
continued to remain part of the kingdom of Koch Bihar
though detached from it. Similarly, during these taids come
demobilized Muhammedan soldiers occupied some portions of
the land and continued to owe alle¥iance to the Muoh:!
Emneror throueh the Nazim : and it scems that the Maharaia
of Koch Bihar could not or did not enforce his authority on

these disbanded soldiers. These areas became part of the-

Subah of Bengal and later part of the British district of
Rangpur,

Except for the merger of some enclaves of Koch Bihar
district into Jalpaiguri district there has been no change in
the boundaries or in any of the component parts of the
distriet since the time of the merger of the erstwhile Kock
Ribar State into West Bengal.

At the time of the signine of the Koch Bihar Merger
Agreement on 28 August 1949 and the subsequent transfer
of nower to the Government of India on the 12 Sentember
1949, the State of Koch Bihar had 8 police-stations, viz.,
Kotwali, Dinhata, Sitai, Tufanganj, Matabhanga, Sital-
kuchi, Mekhlicanj and  Waldibari. There were . 5
subdivisions. viz., Cooch Behar Sadar’ with T.S. Kotwali.
Dinhata subdivision with P.Ss. Dinhata and Sitai, Tnfaneanj
subhdivision with P.8. Tufaneanj, Matabhanea subdivision
with P.Ss. Matabhanga and Sitalkuchi, Mekhliganj suh-
division with P.Ss. Mekhlieani and Haldibari. With the
merger of the Chiel Commissioner’s Provinece of Koeh Bihav
with West Beneal several notifications were issned by the
Government of West Bengal regulavizing the administrative
Jurisdictions.? ’ e

There. ave 6 revenue parganas in the district. +vin.. (1
Mekhliganj. '(2) Tufanganj. (3) Matabhanga. (4) Talbazar.
(5) Dinhata . and” (8) Koch "Bihar. Thess parganas’ find

INotification No. 3309.G.A.. dated 1. January 1950, declared Koch Bihar
to be a district of West Bengal ; Notification No. 3540-G.A.. dated 1 January
1950, recreated the 5 subdivigions mentioned above : Notification No.9P1,
dated 1 Jaruarv 1950, recroated the 8 thanas 'mentfoned, a'lrea,dv'an@ ‘Noti-
ﬁoa,tmn’-No. 7618-J., dated. 1 January * 1950, - vacreated - the "j:ifiéﬂiétinm

of the several Mabdivisions#nd the-thanas tomprised in-them 8881 the date
of merger. ’
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mention in the old revenue records of Koch Bihar S??it-(-: but
are no longer of much importance except for 1dent11(h(l,_dt101§
of a particular jama or lands with old records'.b Me b igan]
pargana comprises MePhligan] and Haldi ari t1}2;113.‘8,
Tufanganj pargenc comprises a part of the TufalllgnnJ }i‘lnd,
Matabhanga pargana comprises a part of Matah mI‘\{ga]t. ang
while the remaining parts of the Matabhanga, Sital ]];) i lz:-nt
Situi thanas appertain to the pargana of lalbazar. Vinhata
pargana comprises Dinhata thana, Koch Bihar ?aryumf
comprises the Kotwali thana and a part of the Tufangan;
thana.

Koch Bihar is essentially a flat country with a slight SOuﬂ}-
eastern slope along which the main rivers of the district ﬂo.\\.
There are’slight ups and downs and whlle_a some areas may
be so low as to be inundated Dby the rivers during the
monsoon, others are slightly higher and remain always above
water even when the rivers are in spate. Most of the hxgl‘f
lands appertain to pargana Lalbazar and most of .the Io]?
lands lie in pargana Dinhata. There are no mountain peaxs
nor any hills within tge district. The greater part of the
district is cultivated and is composed of green fields studded
with timber trees and an inferior variety of orange trees.
There is @0 forest worth the name, but tracts of land
Ronsisting mostly of heavy grass and .reed are seen at places
mostly in the oscillation areas of the rivess.

T ivers in Koch Bihar flow in u slanting course {rom
nortlhtisvgslt bto south-east. All. of them take rise in the
Himalayas and enter the district from the western Duars ot
the district of Jalpaiguri except one which enters from the
Gumma Duars. Flowing through the district they pass on
to the Rangpur district of Bangladesh to discharge thetr
waters into the Brahmaputra. The banks of the river are
abrupt and the beds sandy. There is generally a beach on
one side though at places both banks are abrupt. The bed
is sandy and the sands shift at the time of the monsoon when
the rivers are in spate. The lar'ger rivers bring down g‘rayel
in large quantities. When the rivers are in spate, trees which
fall down owing to erosion of the soil on which they were
rooted are carried along in the torrential current ‘and pose
a severe danger to the ferries over such rivers. The rivers
in the dry season are tame and, with the exception of the
Tista, mostly shallow. But due to the vicinity of the
Himalayas, in which they rise, even an ordinary rainfall on
the hills causes a sudden rise of these rivers which overflow
the banks and the gushing waters destroy crops and even
homesteads. Though generally the rivers keep to their beds
small oscillations and throwing out of a channel are almost
apnual features of these rivers. Just_ as t.he we’xter of th_ese
rivers rise suddenly, so also the fall is quick. The flooding
water hardlv remains on'the fields for more than a .day or
two in ordinary inundations. The soil, through which the
rivers flow, being alluvium of very recent origin and largely
mixed with sand, is easily cut by the rushing water and

> deposited on the side on which the velocity is less. Thus
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alluvion. and diluvion are almost annual happenings with
these rivers and large sand banks are numerous near these
rivers. By the end of October the waters come down
considerably and by March the rivers become slow currents.

Six river systems cut through the district flowing in a
south-easterly direction. From the west to the east these
are: - (1) the Tista system, (2) the Jaldhaka system,
(3) the Torsa system, (4) the Kaljani system, (5) the Raidak
system and (6) the Gadadhar system. '

The Tista is by far the largest river of the district.
Though it forms a large system elsewhere, within this district
it throws out no distributary nor does it receive any tributary.
The Tista takes its rise in lake Chalamu and has another
source below Kanchenjunga in Sikkim. Flowing through
Sikkim, Darjiling and Jalpaiguri districts it enters Koch
Bihar district near taluk Baxiganj. It flows for about 15
miles in this district and separates Haldibari from Mekhliganj
thana. It passes out of the district by teluk Kuchlibari to
flow into the Rangpur district of Bungladesh. The bed is
about a mile broad and sandy. The bank is high on one side
and shelving on the other. The water is cool and limpid.

A small stream, the Shaniajan, uniting ‘with the
Khutamara enters the district at taluk Bhotbari and flows for
about 20 miles within the district wholly to the east of the
Tista and passes out of the district by the south-east of taluk
Wuchlibari to flow into the Tista near the border of Kakina
and Patgram within Bangladesh.

The Jaldhaka with its right bank tributaries (north to
south), the Satanga, the Dharla and the Khutamara or Gidari
and the left bank tributaries (north to south), the Kumlai,
the Gilandi, the Duduya, the Mujnai and the Dolong form
the Jaldhaka system within the district. It rises in the
Bhutan hills and flows through Bhutan in the early part of
its course under the name Di Chu. Flowing by the east of
the Kalimpong subdivision of the district of Darjiling and
through the western Duars of the district of Jalpaiguri and
augmented by the Murti and the Diana, the river enters
Koch Bihar through the taluk Dhulia Baldiahati. For the
first five miles of its course after touching Koch Bihar the
river mostly lies in Jalpaiguri district. Just south of
Moranga it enters the district in a south-easterly direction
and receives its first tributary, the Kumlai, on the left bank.
Seven miles below it receives the Gilandi on its left bank in
taluk Giladanga. After receiving the Gilandi the river flows
eastwards for some distance and then turns mnorth-east and
makes a loo.p.by the north of taluk Indrerkhuti. At this
point it is joined by the Duduya the current of the Dudunya
%zm it a turn south-eastwards it flows in that direction to

okhekata.  Slightly above Chokhekata and below
Ruidanga the Mujnai joins it from the north. The Mujnai
carries a part of the waters of the Torsa via Buri Torsa from
Bala Duars and is augmented by another river, the Birpati,

also rising in the Bala Duars. From below Chokhekata the
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. its name Mansai or Mujnai from the name of the
:gg;t:il;e;nd flows almost south up to Khaterbari near the
subdivisional town of Matabhanga. At this point the river
formerly turned eastwards¥or about half a mile and then
again turned southwards. At present the river has cut
through the loop and the main stream flows by Matabhanga
town. The east and southward stream is not completely
abandoned and flows during the rains. Two mgles below
Matabhanga town it receives the Satanga on the right bank.
Continuing to flow south-eastwards it receives the Dharla on
the right bank at Sibpur. From Sibpur the river flows
almost due south and three miles further down it flows
through the bed of a non-existent river, the fingimari, and
from this point the name of the river changes into Singimari.
The river turns eastwards Ly the south of faluk Chat Salbani.
Flowing for about four miles eastwards it turns routh again
near taluk Tatabari and enters into the fortified aren of old
Kamtaper by causing a breach into the northern rampart of
Raja Kamteswar’s fort. Tlowing southwards it turns to the
east ngain by the south of the Gorsanimari temple and flows
in that direction up tosthe southern border of the district in
Qitai P.S. Here it turns eastwards again and flowing in that
direction for a mile it receives the Torsa on the left of

.northern bank. The Torsa is here locally known as the

harla or Dhalla.  But this is distinet from the other Dharla
which joins the Jaldhaka-Mansai-Singimari at 8ibpur. After
receiving the Torsa on the left bank the river turns south
again and flowing almost along the boundary of Dinhata
P.S. of Koch Bihar and Kaligani P.S. of the Rangpur
district of Bangladesh. the river turns eastwards again and
flowing almoert alont the southern horder of TDinhata P.K.
nasses out of the district slightlv to the east of the railwav
line.

The Satanga is & small stream which takes its rise in the
western Duars to the east of Maynaguri and enters Xoch
Bihar from the north by the north-west of taluk Kamat
Changrabandha and a small rivulet, the Chebas, joing it at
this point on the left bank. Flowine along the west of the
taluk of Kamat Changrabandha it turns east bv the north
of taluk Panisala and flows east-south-eastwards dividing
pargana Mekhlicanj from pargana Matabhanga. On either
side of the river lie rich and fertile lands growing paddy,
iute and tobacco. At talul Dhuliva Khalisa in nargena
Mekhliganj it receives on the left bank a small rivulet the
Jalashuya which is an offshoot of the Jaldhaka. Flowing in
the same direction the river flows past Jamaldaha on its right
bank to Chengerkata-Khagribari. The course now becomes
squth-eastern and near Khaterbari its conrse beromes almost
maralle] to the Mansai with n small strin of lgnd intervenin~.

Tt fhen makes a lone curve and flows bv the west and south

of the town of Matabbanea almost encircline the town and
falla into the Mansai above Bherbheri-Manahari. As the town
of Matabhanaa was oflen endangered by the floods of the
Satangn. an attempt wne made in the forties of this
century to divert the Satangn into the Mansai above

The tributaries
The Satanga
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Khaterbari, but the experiment failed. The bed of the
Satanga is sandy and the river is usually tame. But at times
it can be turbulent, v

_The Dharla, at one time, was a very important river of
this district. It drained through the southern portion of the
country and served as a natural moat to the fort of Raja
Kamteswar at Kamtapur guarding its approach from the
east. Its lower course had now been largely usurped by the
Mansai-Singimari flow of the Jaldhaka while in its upper
course its headwaters have been largely robbed by the Tista.
The Dharla at present takes its rise from the Tista slightly
below Barnes Ghat. Passing by Jalpes it enters Koch Bihar

_in taluk Panishala and winding for five miles through

.Mekhligani P.S. and leaving the Changrabandha bunder on
1te right bank it passes out of the district into Patgram P.S.
of the district of Rangnur in Bangladesh. Flowing over 13
miles in Patgram P.S. it enters Koch Bihar district again by
the south-west of taluk Satgaon and dombline that faluk it
nasses out awain into Patgram P.S. After another ve-entrv
in taluk Mahismari and another exi® into Patgramm P.S.. it
finally enters the district from the west in toluk Tetuler-
Chhara and flows by the south of Ratherdanea Hat. Flowing
eastwards in serpentine bends it receives on itg right bank «
small stream named Neda or Chenakata which is an offshont
of the Satanea takine off by the south of taluk Chhat
Jamaldaha. The Dharla then proceeds eastwards and falls
into the Singimari in Sthpur.

Another small stream known as the Khutamara in its
upper course and the Girdari in its lower course is an eastward
offshoot of a small river known as the Maldah which enters
Koch Bihar district from Patgram P.S. of the district of
Rangpur of Bangladesh through the taluk Mahismari.
Flowing three miles southwards it turns east by the north of
taluk Baragharia and then turns westwards and leaves the
district to flow into Pateram P.S. again by the south-west of
Gadopota. From a point in taluk Gadopota the offshoot
Khutamara flows south-east. After flowing throueh the bie
taluk of Sitalkuchi the stream fows through taluks Atiabari
Nepra. Dewankote Tavduar. Tavduar and Talbazar iuto
Sovena Baramasia. Trom here the stream takes the name
of Gidari and nwnder that name flows south apd south-past and
falls into the Singimari to the north-east of Barthar Hat,

The Kumlai.' a branch of the Diana. uced to meet the
Jaldhaka_on its.left bank in the district of T alpaiguri. TPue
to the shifting southwards of the current of the Jaldhaks the
Kumlai: flowed through the abandoned channel of the

Jaldhaka and now joins the Jaldhaka to the north of talul
Kacha Khawa: = -

" The Gilandi is also a branch of the Diana. Tt enters the

~ district in talul: Tengvamari and after flowing for ahout two

miles in a so.uth-pasterl_v direction it turns south through
taluk Fulbari and meets the Jaldhaka at Giladanga.
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The Duduya before it enters the district at Dekalikuba The Duduye

is for the combination of the waters drained from
gztﬁi\i@;ﬁlﬁlﬁyby the Kalua, the Baraﬁ_)ank, the Dim Dima -
d the Tasati and also cagries the united waters of the
aliirkata the Nanai, the Auvgrabasha and some other small
streams.’ It flows south-eastwards, forming the boundarg
Letween the parganas of Mekhliganj and Matabhanga an
falls into the Jaldhaka at Indrerkhuti. _

The Mujnai takes its rise near Hantapara {rom the The Mujnai

slope of the Bhutan water-shed and flows south
7:2%3;111 the Pwestern Duars receiving a current f{rom _the
Torsa, via Bura Torsa on its left and the Birpati on its right
before it enters this district'by_ the west north-vyest-m between
taluks Saulmari and Singjani. Vormerly, this river known
as the Mansai was the main river in this area until thg
Jaldhaka usurped its channel and reduced this river to .the
position Of a left bank tributary. The oldest river flowing
through this channel was the Mansai. The Mansai is shown
in Rennell’s map as a pretty big river rising high up in
Bhutan. The stream isestill known as the Mansai in Koch
Bihar. Most of the rural people do not kr_low of the name
Jaldhaka and old folk songs refer to this river a8 Mansai

caly. d

its present position the Mujnai is a left bank tributary
of tiré l?a{')({ﬁ;ka I:)md joine the latter a little north of

Chokhekata.

The last tributary of the Jaldhaka on its left bank is the qug Dolong

g. It rises in the western Duars. It enters the district
i)tosla.oggint about two miles and a half to the east of the entry
of the Mujnai and flows south in between the taluks Saulmari
and Ramthenga on the west and Lotapota on the east. It
then turns south-east and ﬂowu}g by the north-east . of
Dowsaguri and east of Ruidanga, it turns eouth and cutting
through the taluks Angarkata, Parodubi and Bhanurk!mtl
passes under the culvert on the old Matabhanga-Koch Bihar
road, falls into the Jaldhaka (here called the Mansai) in
taluk Dolangerkhuti.

The Torsa or toya-rosha meaning ‘‘angry water’’ has been Tne Torsa

the ‘‘Sorrow of Koch Bihar’” for over two centuries and
still shows no signs of having been a:ppeased. The river is
so _capricious that any description of its course may become
only a matter of history by the time the ink is dry. It has
g0 frequently changed its course during the last two hundred
years that the entire northern portion of Matabhanga_thana
18 a-country laid waste by its caprice. Prosperous villages
and marts that grew up on its banks _have beeq devastated
and abandoned and the whole country is full'of innumerable
abandoned channels of the river covered with. sand banks.
Rich fields of tobacco and paddy were made barren by thick

. o deposits of sand. .



The Ghargharia

12 KOCH BIHAR

The river rises outside India and fiows through Bhutan
where it receives the name Amo Chu. 'The river enters
Roch Bihar from the north between faluks Latabari in
pargana Matabhanga and Bakshibos-Putimari in purgana
Koch Bihar and flows nearly south with a few tortuous bends
up to the north of Barabhita. Here the stream bifurcates and
one branch goes eastwards under the name Torsa and the
other stream goes southwards under the name Dharla. The
eastern branch of Torsa proper now carries the main
current. It passes by the south of the town of Koch Bihar
and turning south-east it receives the GGhargharia on its right
bank after passing Mahisbathan and falls into the Kaljani
in taluk Balarampur west of Tufangany town. The southern
branch under the name Dharla flows on in various turns and
bends and passing about two miles west of Dinhata town
falls into the Singimari in taluk Balarampur. 'The southern
branch is now a feeble current. Rennell in his map of 1779
gives the river approximately its present course. From 1952,
however, the river had started moving east. Though the
channel shown in the Survey map of 1927 has not been
entirely given up, two atandoned channels to the east of
this channel have started growing in strength. The ‘‘angry
water”’ was infuriated when attempts were made to bridge
it to make a road from Koch Bihar to Matabhagga. The
road was breached in several places and a wooden bridgé
constructed over one of its abandoned chapnels was distorted
and partly washed away. This road project had to be
abandoned.

The only tributary of the Torsa ic the Ghargharia which
comes from the north-west. The (hargharia is formed by
the union of two small streams outside the district in the
western Duars. Tt enters the district in taluk Sibpur by the
north-east. After a flow of two miles by the eust of the
taluk it receives a small rivulet of the nume Harinmara
which rises in the western Duars. After receiving the
Harinmara the Gthargharia flows south-west through Gopalpur
Kankanguri, Mahisbathan and Dhalaguri and to the west
of Baraibari where it receives another stream called the
Betra. From Baraibari the Ghargharia flows east and then
turns south through Ambari and Kaljani and receives the
stream Bhersi from the west. From the point of its junction
with the Bhersi the Ghargharia flows nearly south and after
receiving another small stream the Lautara falls into the
Torsa in taluk Panisala. Almost all the feeders of the
Ghargharia are moribund now and the Ghargharia itself has
very little water except during the rains. But as it has a narrow
steep channel, it may become turbulent at the height of the
mInsoon.

The Kaljani is formed in the western Duars by - the
combination of the Alaikuri and Dima and the combined
waters take the name Kaljani after their junction at Alipur,
the headquartsrs of the Alipur Duars subdivision of
Jalpniguri district. It enters Koch Bihar by the north of

taluk Kholta. Almost at the point of its entry into the .
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district it receives on the right bank a small stream, the
(#idari, which takes its rise in the western I)}lars. :l‘he
Kaljani now flows east and on the left bank is Alipur. 'The
river then turns south-ea® and flows in a tortuous course for
about ten miles marking the boundary of the district with
Jalpaiguri. It then receives the Gadadhar on its left. The
(tadadhar is a small stream taking rise in the Buxa Duar and
fiows more or less southwards till its confluence with the
Ksljani. The Kaljani now flows almost due south though in
a serpentine course. A short way down, the Kaljani
receives from the north another small stream, the Katajani
which rises in the Duars. After the confluence of the
Katajani in Bhelapeta the Kaljani passes by the west of
(3horamara Bunder in taluk Chilakhana and joins the Torsa
in Panisala.

The Kaljani is a quick-Howing river with a formed !)ell
and shedving banks. It has a good depth and is about KX
yards wide.

'The Raidak enters the district irom the Duars in between
the taluks Dorko and Chentimari about ten miles east of the
point where the Gadadhar joins the Kaljani. ‘Ther'e are two
rivers of the same name Raidak and the other Raidak flows
%ast of this Raidak. Both flow for some distance almost
parallel. The western stream takes its rise very high up
in the Bhutan hills where it is called the Chin Chu. It flows
southwards forming the border between the Buxa and Bhalka
Duars. South-east of taluk Naratoli, about three miles from
the border of Koch Bihar, the stream bifurcates and the
western branch enters Koch Bihar at Dorko while the eastern
stream enters by the west of taluk Khagriban and is known
as Rangbarsuti. Both the streams unite In taluk Salbari.
The eastern Raidak also comes down from the Bhutan hills
and enters the district in between the taluks Khafnlzarl and
Rampur and after a course of about ten miles falls into the
great Gadadhar or Gangadhar to the south of taluk Jaldhoa.
The Raidak after its union with the Rangbarsutl in Salbari
flows south-east through taluks Dhaldabari and Nakarkhana.
The main current of the Raidak is now flowing through the
Dipa which was originally a branch of the Raidak in taluk
Bara Salmari ahout half a mile west of the confluence of the
Rangbarsuti. The Dipa flowed for five miles south-east and
joined the united currents of Dhersi-Lohagir, another branch
of the Raidak issuing forth from Dorko. Up to Dhalpal this
river is called the Dhersi being a current of the old Dhersi
which originally fed the Gadadhar. From Andqraxﬁ
Phulbari the river is called the Lohagir. In 1890 the Raida
opened through the Lohagir by the west of Banshiara II.
Since then the current of the Raidak passed through this
channel which was considerably augmented and thereafter
it followed the course of the Dipa. The_Ihpa-Raldak now
issues out of the original course of the Raidak in the north.
east of taluk Dorko, and flowing Amht?n 'P!l:nlll;:ril;
Chamta, Dipar-par and Rafarkhutx uks on the g'xglt n
takes up the course of the old Raidak from the original mouth

The Raidak
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of the Dipa. The subdivisional town of Tufanganj iy on the"
right bank of this river. Ordinarily this river now goes by
the name of the Raidak.

The Gadadhar is called the Sankosh or Suvarna-Koshg in
its upper course and the Gangadhar in its lower course. This
river was the dividing line between the western kingdom of
Kamtapur and the eastern kingdom of Kamarupa in the
fifteenth century. The course has changed much since then
and at present it flows for about ten miles within the district
of Koch Bihar. It rises in Bhutan and flows through the
Duars separating the western Duars from the eastern for the
first five miles of its course through the Duars. For two
miles it flows through the (tumma Duars and then enters
Koch Bihar from the east in talul Garbhanga. Here it
receives a small stream, the Takulla, from the north.
Flowing south-east and then south along the north-west of
taluk Tralimari it receives the Jorai, south of (rarbharga and
the Raidak (eastern), south of Jaldhoa. The river then
passes out of the district by the south of Chhat Bara Laokuti.

The district abounds in a large number of rivers and most
of them have changed courses very frequently. There are
thus a large number of abandoned channels of tBe rivers.c
While some of these establish a connexion with the river
during the monsoon, others are completely insular
accumulations of water. Due to the very heavy rainfall in
the district, these remain full of rain water and local
drainage. These bils, and marshes are used for growing fish
and small tortoise and also help the cultivators by providing
water for the steeping of jute. Some of the marsh products
are dhemp or the seed of water-lily, sola (pith), shells used for
making lime and boro paddy. The rainfall in the district
being quite heavy and well distributed the cultivator hardly
needs artificial irrigation for his crop. Occasionally during
the tobacco season in winter the accumulated waters are
lifted by doms for irrigating tobacco-fields. The principal
bils are:

In Sadar subdivision—Hanskhawa, Bherbheri, Champa-
guri, Mara Lautara, Baisguri and Diyaler Chhara;

in Tufanganj subdivision—Sukanim, Garu-Marar
Chhara, Dhadiyal, Durlaber-Chhara, and Baueer
Chhara;

in Dinhata subdivision—Pakhihaga, Shashtia, Sakdal,
Sheber-Chhara, Karala, Lauchapra and Sital Bil;

in Matabhanga subdivision—Panigram, Pakhihaga,
‘Moranga, Baulbari, Bhogmara and Kawardara;

in Mekhliganj subdivision—Sarohati, Jagatber and some
smaller bils.

1Looally known as chhara, dara, doba or kura,
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are no springs in the district. The level of the
Subgielrewater is q?ﬂte high. Ordinarily shallow wells are
dug to a depth of. aboy¢ 15 to 20 feet. Water generally
remains at level of 8 to 12 feet, but during heavy monsoon
when the rivers are in spate the water level rises considerably
and it is possible then to draw water from these wells without

the use of a rope.

The soil of Koch Bihar is alluvial of very recent formation.
It is mostly sandy and loose. There is hardly any good stiff
clay found in the district. The surface soil is loamy in most
part to a depth of about 3 feet and in some places even less
than that and below is all bare sand. For the most part the soil
of the district is of ash colour. Black loam is found only
in the eastern part of the district bordering on the Goalpara
district of Assam to the east of the Kaljani. Some black
loam is also found in the region between the Jaldhaka and
the Tista in the old valley of the Dharla. The district is not
noted for seismic disturbances. However in 1897 an earth-
quake upheaved the beds of many bils and water-courses, and
caused heavy silting. o

The flora of the district may he enumerated wunder
fourteen Jheads: (1) palms, (2) bamboos, (3) plantains,
(4) fruit trees, (5) spices, medicinal plants and herbs,
(G) creepers, (7) aquatic plants and woods, (8) ferns and
orchids, (9) aroid plants, (10) fungi, (11) timber trees, forests
trees and minor plants, (12) flowers, (13) minor grasses and
jungles and (14) grains and vegetables.

(1) Palms: The commonest tree of the palm variety
is the gua or betel-nut palm. This is largelv cultivated in
this' district with great success. There is hardly a well-to-do
house-holder in the rural areas who has not got a betel-nut
zarden attached to his homestead. Two varieties are grown.
One is called deshwali or indigenous and the other hangla.
The deshwali varietv flowers between the middle of August
and the middle of Sentember. and ripens between the early
part of Webrunarv and the beginning of April. The bangls
variety flowers in June and Julv. and ripens between the
middle of Octoher and the middle of TPDecember. There is
another variety of areca locally known as the ram-oun. The
stem is rather slender and it grows in clusters. Not much
nee in made of the fruit. There iz «till another varietv. the
cha-aua. Tte fibrag arn used to tie fishine engines made of
hamhoo. Date-nalm (Fheiury and ordinary malm (tal) and
roconut nalm are rara in the district and the few that exist
do not bear anv frvit. Recentlv, some attempts were made
to grow coconut palm with partial success.

" (2) Bamboos (Bambusa stricta and Arundinacea): Five
difterent kinds of bamboos are found in the - district, viz..
'(8) Bara bansh which has a thick stem in which the joints lie
lose. This is used for making posts and rafters for huts:
(b) Makla bansh is a species indigenous to this distriet,
particularly the northern arvea near the Himalayas. Tt is
straight and slender and light in weight. It can be split
easily and is not affected by moth; (c) Jaota bansh resembles

GroLoay
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the Makla but is less straight and has less uniform fibres.
It is chiefly used as fue] and occasionally for cheap hut
building; (d) Beru bansh or prickly bamboo. This grows
with thickly set branches containing sharp pricks and (e) Nal-
bamsh or reed bamboo is very slender and light. It looks
like a giant reed and is very straight. The nal mentioned in
early copper plate inscriptions to measure land was
probably made of this variety of bamboo.

. (?) Plant:;xin: The plantain grows in abundance in this
dlsmct_ and is even seen wild. There are twelve varieties
found in the district, viz., (a) the common biche kala,

locally called the athia, is sweet: (b) the jhams kala, locally

called the shilathia, is sweet but has plenty of seeds or stones ;
(c) the kanch-kala is used unripe for curries and when ripe
is called bherua; (d) the manua kala is the same as daye-Lala
of lower Bengal; (e) the chini-manua is a native of this part
and stands midway between manua and champe in flavour
and taste; (f) the champa-kala is by far the most prolific:
(2) the maldbhog is the same as martaman of lower Bengal.
The fruit attains a good size; (h) the chini-malbhog i«
intermediate between malbhoy and champa in taste and
flavour: (1) bhartaman is a snecialitvy of this district. Tt bas
s green skin even when ripe, has a soft pulp and testes well:
() the jahaii-malbhog is the same as kanaibanshi of lower
Bengal. The fruit is of extraordinarv size and the skin is
green even when ripe: (k) the jahaii-kala is a dwarf plant
and grows small fruits in clusters and (1) the ram-kala plant
has a thick tapering trunk. The fruits are about the same
as champa.

(4) Fruit trees: Almost all the common fruit trees of
Bengal grow here, but hy far the most abundant is the jack-
fruit or kanthal (artocarpus integrifolia). There are some
maneo trees (maanifera indica) but thev are useless. The
frnit is sour and of small size and before it is ripe it is infested
with worms. Dalim or pomeeranate (punica granztwm)
grows. but is verv sour. Pine-annle or anaras erows
profuselv and is locallv called kanthal-supri.  Parvaya
(rarica napana) erows to gaod size and is tastefn], Tt is
lacallv Fnown as tormul. The lota-Tul or plum shrub is »
enecialite here. Tt is o dwarf buchv tree erowing small
fruits. which have almost the taste of topa-kul of lower
Beugal.

(5) Spices. medicinal plants, herbs and weeds:
Cinnamon, teipate, clove and penper are grown. Nim
kutraj, nishinda, apang, bach, bhang, svet-makal, gulancha
and nata ave alco found. The shii plants, both prickly and
nlaim. are found. Shgta-mul and numonte-mul are found .in
the junglv parte. The lTuchli is found in plenty.

(6) Creepers: The chief of the cultivated creepers are
the pumpkin and the gourd. Both grow wéll here and the
pumpkin under proper manuring grows to enormous size.
Cucumber is also grown. hut strangely enough no pulbul

(patal) nor uchchhe. Two varieties of pan are grown, the *
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and the barui pan. The wild creepers are
ﬂ:ﬁgﬂh. There is one wild creeper known as dakini
which entwines big trees in the forest. The creeper contains
a store of water. Cut with a sharp weapon it provides drops
of water which can be drunk without harm.

© (7) Aquatic plants and weeds: Totus plqnts. of two
varieties—the kumud (red) and the padma (white) are
commonly found. Other aquatic plants are the kesur, pana,
sheola, sola (pith), kalmi, susuni and dal grass.

(8) Ferns and orchids: A few varieties of orchids grow
wild on the trunks of trees. A parasitic growth going bv
the name of gadda-pakhi looks like a bird on its wings. It
has a small rotund body with a few leaf-like growth on
either side which gives it the appearance of a bird; hence the
name. The commonest fern is the dhenki sag.

(9) Aroid plants: Arum of different kinds is grown and
even grows wild. The mankachu, panikachu or solakachu,
ghatlhachu and najikachu are the chief varieties. There are
several varieties growjng wild with spots on their very big
Jeaves. These are -not eaten. The garokachu growing wild
and cultivated as well has more than one root stock. It is
a little ibrous but otherwise of good taste. 1 is also grown

*but the local preference is in favour of kachu.

(10) Fungi: Mushrooms of different kinds grow, of
which two varieties are common. One has tapering head and
the other with a flat head looks like toad-stool. A kind of

mildew also grows on trees.

(11) Timber trees. forest trees and other minor plants:
The banvan or bat (ficus bengalensis) and the aswattha or
peepul (ficus religiosa) attain huge proportions in the loose
soil of the countrv with abundant rainfall. Pakur tree
similar to the aswattha but having smaller leaves are quite
common and so also are two varietiex of fies, the ordinarv
dumur and wvamadumur. Of the timbers, sal. sisu and teol:
are the chief. Champ also grows. Some fruit trees namely
iack-fruit. gab, iam and mango also nrovide eood timber..
Babla_ khayer, dhawli. kat-gua and salti provide hard wood.
The last four are indigenous to this district and its neighbour-
hood. Kadam and simul also nrovide timber of an inferior
kind. The rain-tree ealled talli crows extepsively in this
district and a species allied to the Lrishnachura bears nice red
and vellow flowers. The somali is  another tree which
produces heautiful golden yellow flowers. Amone the
minor trees mention mav be mads of iiani. hhainhali. pitha-
Fumar. chhatiyan. seora. chhitki and.hiial. Mulberrv grows
wild and on it eri worms were at one.time reated. Haritaki.
bahern and amlaki trees are found in the forests and also tun,
aamri, pithali and siris.

(12) Flowers: XKoch Bihar mav aptly be called the land
of flowers. which grow profusely all over the Iand. Roses of
different varieties attain large size and give fine fragrance.
The canna“grows vety well as well as' magnolia. Nag-ketar

3
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or nageswor trees are very common and the Koch Bihar State
planted these trees along the road in many places. The
ketaki grows but does not flower.

(13) Minor grasses: "The reedoknown as khagra grows
profusely, specially near abandoned beds of rivers, More
than one village in the distriet is named after the reed as
Khagribari. A kind of aromatic grass smeiling almost like
lavender grows wild. Thatching grass grows in plenty.
Pundi grass which is a favourite food for elephants is found
in abundance, specially near marshy places, and gives the
name Pundibari to several villages. Hogla aleo grows,

(14) Grains and vegetables: The district produces the
following cereals—paddy of two varieties, the bitri or early
and haimanti or winter paddy; two varieties of millets, the
ching and the koan: an inferior variety of wheat (with less of
gluten) ; barley and maize. The following pulses are grown
—maug, masur, matar (pea), arhar, khesar, kulti and thakr:.
Of the oil seeds, mustard, #l and tisi are the ones generally
cultivated. The fibre plants grown are jute and mesta, shan
and kukura (thea). Tobacco of two varieties is grown and
fetches good cash monev to the cultivator.

Among the garden vegetables potato, brinjal. radish,

arum. onion and garlic are commonly grown. There is a
special varietv of notato which does not need mueh irrigation’

and has small tubers. Tt is sweeter than ordinary varieties
and is verv stickv. This variety is very much liked by the
local people. Watermelons and musk melons are grown on
the sand banks of rivers after they recede in autumn and
winter,

Koch Bihar district at present has no large forest. The
only real forest area in the district js the Patlakhawa forest
east of the point where the river Torsa enters this distriet,
Formerly, there had been larger forest areas which were
egradually cleared for increasing cultivation. Owing to this
clearance of forests and spread of human habitation, hig
animals have become more or less scarce in this distriet. The
low bushv jungles in the aress where cultivation is not
possible due to sand deposits by chances in the course of
rivers still harbour some of the wild animals. Of the
rarnivorous animals only a small variety of tizer ealled
an-bagha and  the leopard ealled Thalrva are oceasionally
found in these areas. They seldom attack human heinos.
The leopard ix u wily animal and enters villaces pear
its Tair in the night and carries away coats and small ealves
and fowls. A common vrev is the villaze dog. Wild pies
are still anite numerons and thev couso havoe to the crone
They usually reside in the anthills which abound in the
barren bushy areas. Bears have bhecome vervy rare gnd
occasionallv a barking deet or hoe deer is seen in the riverine
jungles. The khatas (tiger cat) and the civet cat are
common. The mongoose is a very common apimal which
causes havoo to the plantain when Tipe. The other animals
f(f)}lnd Inl this d_lstrmt.are porcupines, otters, paddv field rate
of: very large size, mice and males. There are no wild life
sanctupries and ol record of eriforcement of game laws. .-
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the reptiles, snakes of different kinds are found.
'Pyt(lztfms ire Iécmrlmon in the forests and jungles. The brown
and the black cobra are also not rare. But strangely enough
there are very few deaths*from snake bite. Of the crocodiles,
the ghariyal with long jaws is seen in the larger rivers. There
is no man-eater variety. (osup or Hzard, anjona, qulash or
chameleon are very common. Frogs of various kinds are
Been'

The names of different types of fish available in the
district are given in the Appendix after the tables.

The climate of this district is characterized by a highly
humid atmosphere and abundant rains, with the temperatures
being seldom excessive, The cold season is from mid-
November to the end of February. This is followed by the
hot season from March to May. The period from June to
about the beginning of October is the south-west momnsoon
season. October to mid-November constitutes the post-

monsoon £eason.

Records of rainfall are available for 5 stations for periods
ranging from 60 to 82 years. The details of the rainfall at
these stations and for the district as a whole are given in

®iable 1. The average annual rainfall in the district
is 3,201.3 mm. (126.03”). The rainfall generally increases
from the south-west to the north-east. About 70 per cent of
the annual rainfall is received during the south-west monsoon
season, June being the rainiest month, The variation in the
rainfall from year to year is not large. Durin the fifty-
year period from 1901 to 1950 the highest rainfall which was
149 per cent of the normal occurred in 1921 while 1908 was
the year with the lowest rainfall which amounted to 71 per
cent of the normal. There were six years when the rainfall
was less than 80 per cent of the normal, no two of them
being consecutive. At most of the stations, however, rainfall
less than 80 per cent of the normal in two consecutive years
has occurred once during this fifty-year period. From table
9 it will be seen that the rainfall was between 2,800 wmm. and
3,800 mm. (110.24” and 149.61") in 31 years out of fifty in
the district.

On an average therg are about 102 rainy days (i.e., days
with rainfall of 2.5 mm. or more) in a year. This number
varies from 96 at Dinhata to 107 at Xoch Bihar and

Tufanganj.

The heaviest rainfall in 24 hours recorded at any station
in the district was 403.3 mm. (15.88”) on July 20, 1879 at

“Matabhanga.

The only meteorological observatory in the district is at
Koch Bihar and the records of this station may be taken as
representative of the meteorological conditions in the district
s g whole. The cold seaton commences by about the middle
of November when both night and day temperatures begin
to deirease steadily. January is the coldest month of the
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vear with the mean daily minimum temperature at 10.4°C
(60.7°F) and the mean daily maximum at 24.1°C (76.4°F).
During cold spells in association with the pussage of western
disturbances during January cuand February, night
temperatures may drop down to about 4°C (39.R°F).
Temperatures begin to rise by about the beginning of March,
und by April which is the liottest month the mean daily
maximum temperature is 32.6°C (90.6°F), and the mnean
daily minimum is 20.2°C (68.4°F). Although the tempera-
ture by itself is not excessive, the dampness of the air makes
the weather rather unpleasant. Even in the south-west
monsoon period the day temperaiures are not appreciably
below those in summer, while the night temperatures are
higher than those during summer. So even in this season,
the weather is a little trying in between spells of rain. In
the post-monsoon season temperatures decrease progressively.

The highest maximum temperature recorded at Koch Bihar
was  39.9°C (108.8°F) in May, 1960, and the lowest
minimum temperature was 3.9°C  (39.0°I") on January I,
1965.

The atwosphere is highly huwid throughout the year.
During the months February to May the relative humidities
are less, being only between 60 and 70 per cent. - o,

During the period October to April the sky is generally
clear or lightly clouded. In May, cloudiness increases. In
the south-west monsoon season, the sky is heavily clouded or
overcast.

Winds are generally light except for short spells during
thunderstorms in the period March to May when they are
stronger. In the post-monsoon and winter seasons the
direction of wind is variable. In the summer season winds
are mostly north-easterly or easterly but in the afternoons
westerly winds blow on some days. In the monsoon months
the winds blow from directions between north-east and south.

Some of the cyclonic storms and depressions from the Bay
of Bengal in the monsoon and post-monsoon seasons which
move northwards into Bengal affect the weather, causing
widespread heavy rain and high winds, Thunderstorms
occur during the period March to October, being mora
eommon be?ore the onset of the south-west monsoon and
towards the end of the monsoon season. The thunderstorms
in the period March to May are similar to the nor’weeters
and are sometimes violent. Fog occurs in the winter months
on & few days.

Tables 2, 3 and 4 give the temperature and humidity,

mean wind speed and frequency of special weather
phenomena respectively. .

o)

" TABLE 1
NORMALS AND EXTREMES OF RAIXFALL

Annnal  year*®

June July August Sep. Oct, Xov, Dec.

Jsa. Feb, March Aprl May

Number
of
of data

Station

1085
Jane 28

[308-6

63
(1930)

181
(1921)

833-0 747-8 5801 591-8 191-8 10-2 3-8 3,007-6
-19-2 0-2

1562  426-7

76 198 839
0-8
9-4

107-0

16-1 61 * 07
166 -4

446-3

176

19-8

15-3

75
126-0 3858-9 669-9 5302 434-1

24

16

17-8

364-8 1806

[0
(1940)

136

(1921)

1-8 2,797-1

9-1

282

Sep. 18

96-3

05 0-1
2.5 31294

3
146-6

14-2

492-2

16-9 15-1
583 -7

683 -8

18-2
417

14-5

6-7
113-0 3449

1-6 2.2
18-8 333

08
79

GENERAL

1879
July 20

403-3

60
(1908)

141
(1921)

11-2

100-5

0-2

0-6
125

15 -0

17-3
850-0 566-2

13-5

863 -2

18-2
428-0 808-5 726-7

19-8

18-8

14-1 18-5

294 -6
12-9

64
101-6

1.7 2.3

06

1950
June 12

Sep. 27

822-¢ 1897

3429

59
(1908)

6
{1901)

162

(1931)
157

ane)

107 -4
27 3,201-3

0-2
0-2

2-8 2,081-0
50 0-6 - 98-8
11-4 31 3,491-¢

0-7

181 -1
6-2

4707 1537
181 154
530-9 5788

166 159

19-0

15-9

8-0

58
131 -5

160-8

335
21
37-6
26
348

1-8

211

16
21-8
19-8

61
0-6
84
07

a
b
a
b

71
(1908)

149
(1921)

741-4 6605 5290 514-9 168-8 10-9

370-6

79
0-7

a

2.8 69 14-5 18-9 i8-4 16-9 153

18

(a) Normal rainfali in mm.

(b) Average of rainy days (days with main of 2-5 mm, or more).
*Based on all avallable dsts up to 1966,
*oYoars given in brackets.
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. CHAPTER II |
. NISTORY

. No prehistoric srtefects kave besn found in Kooh Bihat, Puymmrony sws
ginmﬂo the east of the Karatoys which was the traditional Peoro-mwrony
 houndsry between North Bengal and Assam or Kasmetripei: o
s aarly history of Koch Bihas hae to be soughtin the early,
dstory of Assam. The name Assam i8 of recent ovigin. “Id
'éammes the territory was known as Prigjyotishs which is
mentioned in the Ramdyana, the Mahabharata, the Vishnw
Purips and the Horiwovido. There i3 no wmention of
Kamdridpa in any of these works. - According to  Yogimitanira,
Prigiyotishvars was triangulsr in shsps, 100 gojands in
tength and 30 in breadth. Yusn Chweang estimgtes the
circumference at 10000 % or 1,867 miles, Kfmardpa

Habitat
Rivers

RR&R & &

Rivers, Bile and Ponds
Bils and Ponds
Rivers, Bils ard Ponds
Rivers and Bils
Rivers, Bils ax.d Ponds
Po
Rivers

Rivers, Bils and Ponds
Bils, Rivers and Tanks
Bils and Ponds

oo .
] < : extended from Kalesvara to the Svetagiri and from Tripurs
«:: %” ° to N ﬂaparva{a which is the nams of Kamakhvs hil} mentionad
° 8 in the Kdlikdpurana. Yusn Chwang placed it to- the eubt
g ~ K of, Karatoya while the, Yopinitantra «includes in the tountry
g L, Twe - 2 s g [ the Brahmaputra. Vallsy together with Rengpur snd Kook
= &2 g 8% % 9 art , ,
. »«E é 5 E338 E E E é = é é ﬁ é 5 ﬁ According ta the Kalikdpurana, Tord Vishnuy in his Boar
: Ihoaruation begot a child on Mother Earth, This child was
- Narska who was brought up by BSiradhvaja’ Janska while
- T e e a o Mother Earth in diagmise acted 29 his nurse. . After the child
- g ~% s s s L s came of age. Mother Earth revealed to him the story of His
_ 22z B 22 << birth and Tord Vishou came and took the child ¢

Prigiyotisha, where by grace of Lord Vishnu Naraks
defeated the Kirates and was ordeined king of Prégiyotishy -
bv Yord Vishnn, Later Narska fell into evil ways and wad
killed by Tord Vishnu in his Krishna incarnation and  his
son Bhagadatts wes made king, Bhagadattn fought in the
Kurukshetra war on the side of the Kauravas and wga kitled.
All lator historical kings of Xamariips or Prigiyoticha hate
olstmad - descent from Bhagadatts. It appears that the
‘western part of the original territorv of Pragiyotisha came to
te known as Kamartipa in later times and thic i« binted at in
Canta IV (verces 81 and 83) of the Raghwoathdam by
Kalidaea. There are several legendarv kings of Kémariiva
like Mehiranz Danav, Hatek Asur, Sambar Asur, Ratna
‘Asur, ete.” The kingdom of Kamariinn fnds mention for the
first time in' énigranhic recarde in' the. AMahabad Pilkas
inseription of Ramudra Gupta? who refiuced the kinedomn inte

& vesaalage. For how long KAmariipa remained wnder the
suserainty of the Guptas is vot known, - -

The last king of Grupta lineages who appears to fiave held
8me kind of swsy.over Kémardne wos Mohisens Gunts. oy
the: Aphsad ipseription® states that he fought a battld ‘with”
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Susthitavarman on the buank of the Lauhi

. ] hitya or th

graélmapgtra. The last vestige of the Gupta egpil‘e seemz
to. g\_re een wiped out by the rise of Ya§odharman whose
u ndasor inscription,' states that he conquered or subjugated
h o cfuntry as far as the Lauhitya. We have no knowledge
o:r‘: On’% hthe empire of Yasodharman lasted and how its end
o e. N e Gauda king Saéanka sppears to have attempted
suicsudjugn'tll‘%n of Kimariipa,® but probably he did not
o el? . e Nidhanpur' copper plate inscription of
Shaskaravarman shows that the kingdom of Gauda was for a
pmeh subjugated by Bhaskaravarman, the king of Kamardpa
:in the mlddr_le of the seventh century. Shortly after the
¢ eatKhsof B_haskarav.am}an there was a Mlechchha line of kings
lfn dnéarupg beginning with Salasthembha. The dynasty
(;ul}!‘ ed by ‘\,'alasthambha ruled Kamariipa till ahout the end
of the tenth century. Thereafter this dynasty became extinct
w}nth_l the death of Tyigasihha. The people thereafter
g_eoted Brabmqpa]a of the dynasty of Bhagadat?a. The
§ alasﬂx_ambl.]a line of kings had their capital at Haruppedvara
whose identity has not been established. The dynasty founded
by Brahmapéla shifted their capital to Durjaya. But the
Puspabhadra copver plate of the reien of Dharmapila of the
dynasty of Brahmapdla mentions Kamaripanagara as thp
seat of the kine.* This KAmariipanagara was most probably
ﬂ}e seme as Kamta or KamtApur whose rwins lie in the
district of Xoch Bihar at Gossanimari. Dharmanila is the
last of the Pala line of kines of Kamariina (dvnasty of
Brabmapala) whose enigranhic record has been discovered
The local tradition of Koch Bihar is that the last king of
the live was Phla-raia (anparentlv either he wns Dharmanila
hirasalf ov one of his dvnasty, whose name has been lost in
the tradition) whose fort was at Raeduar. Toeal tradition
savs that Dharmapala was succeeded by Manik Chandra. who
abdicoted in favour of his son Gopi Chandra. Tbhe latter
became an nscetic and was succeeded by Bhavachandra
This tradition finds no support in historv. The historv of the
Chandras has only recentlv come to licht with the discovery
of a nu'mber of conper nlate inscriptions. Tt anpears from
these enigvanhir records that the Chandras had no connexion
with the Pila line of kines of Ksmarimn and the Koch Biha
tradition qf r-:fuccession of Gopi Chandra after Dharma:)ﬁh:
mav be Qmm:ssad as a mvth. The identitv of Kimartma-
nagara with Kamtinur mav be accepted tentativelv on the
evidence of the Muldah Madrasa Tnseription® and th

Kantaduer Tnacriptions® of Allanddin Huwssain Shah. ‘

, Mbid., gp. 142.48. .

m..‘lhu_x.?‘ > Copper plate of ?!;ylbpavarmm. ride Bpigraphio Indic-,
'P. Bbattacharys, Kamorups Ssasanavali, p. 1f.
4I%d., p. 177, Verss No. 20,

Bamsuddin Ahmed, Inseriptions of Bengal, Vol, TV, No. 110
*Ibid., No. 132, T

HISTORY ‘30

It is not known how the rule of the dynasty of Brahmapala The Khen kings

came to an end. It is probable that the last of the Pala kings:
baving died withouf an heir there was anarchy fer a time,
during which the countryewas overrun by the Koch, Mech,
Garo and Bhot tribes. 'The condition was favourable fon
the rise of upstarts and s0 a person of humble birth. somehow
acquired power and proclaimed himself king and sssumed the
name of Niladhvaja. Niladhvaja made Kamtapur his
capital. It is generally believed that the fortifications of
Kamtapur were the creation of Niladhvaja. But if we accept
the identity of Kamaripanagara and Kamtapur the
possibility of the fortifications being the work of the Pila
line of kings cannot be ruled out. Niladhvaja might have
added to the fortifications and erected the temple of
Kamate§wari, the presiding deity of Kamota. Niladhvaja
assumed the title of Kamateéwara or Kamteéwar, the lord

of Kamata.
L ]

Niladhvaia was succeeded by his son Chakradhvaja.
According to tradition he discovered the skeloton. of the arm
of Bhagadatta which was carried bv a kite from the
Kurukshetra batsle-fleld and lay buried under a simul tree,
Chakr aia enshrined the amulet tied to the arm in the
gmple of Kamateéwari. Chakradhvaja was succeeded by
Nilambara who was the last of thir line of kings. His
dominions ineluded the ereater wart of Goslpara district. the
whole of Koch Rihar and Ranepur districts and portions of
Jalmsieuri and Dinsinnr districts with the southern frontier
at Ghoraghat where he built a-fort. Nlambara construeted &
highway from EKamtanur to (thoraghdt now forming vart of
the tond between Koch Bihar. Rangrmr and Bogra.
'According to tradition current in Koch Bihar. Nilambara
had five anaens of whom one wns invalved in an intrique with
a son of his minister. The king had the voung man kille
and made his father aat hic flash. The minister Sashi Patra
thereupen went to the court of Allauddin Fussain Shah and
urged him to invade the territorv of Nilambara. A Muslim
armv invaded Kamtapur and it ie said that after a siese of
19 vears thav took the fort hv a stratagem, Tt i« diffeult to
heliave the tradition hecanse in the eaing of Al'auddin Fussain
Shah isaned in ROQ AT (AT 14990.04) durine the first
voar of hic reion he is «tvled ae econameror of FKamr and
Ramts! Accordine tn tradition Kamtapur was conenared
in AT 149 The Mnelim armv was led bv Tsmail (Ghazi.
Mhe oitv wae destraved and the whole kingdom as far as
™ain was nermanentlv annexed. The general administra-
tion wne put under Hussein’s son named Dulal Ghasi.
Nilambar was taken prisorer but he escaped on the nlea of
Vathine in the Kaiali Kura tank. "The cage ih which He was

bheing taken was abandoned in a place which is stll called

Pinjarir Thar.

o <o A st o ST

1 o in the Indian Museum, Vol. IT, p. 173, Coin No. 175,
Ca (’atu:og}u} :Q ::;:M(' oins, British Museum, p. 148, Coin No. 128,
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The Muslim army, however, could not keep the Kamtd
kingdom for long. The son of Hussain Shah who was left in
charge of the operations made a rash attack on Assam. The
Ahom king of eastern Assam retrealied without fight but when
the rains came and the country was flooded, he issued forth
from his retreat and made s fierce attack on the Muslim
army, which was routed and the son of Hussain Shah was
either killed or had to make a dishonourable retreat.

After the expulsion of the Muslim army the Kamtad
kingdom was engulfed in anarchy and split up into petty
principalities under small chiefs who are collectively known
as Bira Bhuinyds in the local tradition. '

During the disturbed condition of the country subsequent
to the expulsion of the Muslims, the Koch chiefs were
gradually becoming nowerful. One of them was Hajo, He
had two daughters, Hira and Jira who were married to one
Hariya Mandal, a resident of Chikangram of the Kuntaghat
nargana of Goalpara district. Jira eave birth to two sons,
Chandan and Madan. Hira gave hirth to two sons, the
elder of them was called Sisu and the younger Bisu, Accounts
differ as to who became the first king of the Koch line in
Koch Bihar.  One account states that Chandan was
proclaimed king after the defeat and death of Hariva Mandat
and after hix death Bisn became kinz under the name of
Visvasimha. According to this account the era Raja Saka
was connted from the date of accession of Chandan. i.e.,
from 1432 dakiabda or A.D. 1410, According to Khan
Chowdhurv Amanatulla Ahmed. the author of The Fh'.cfor;,
of Koch Bihar (in Rengali) there is no authentic vecord to
show that Chandan was the first king of the line. Accordine
to him, the first king was Visvasimha but his date of
accession is given as Raja Saka 24, which leaves 24 vears as
unexrlained.  According to the Iatter view Visvasimha
ascended the throne in A.D. 1496 ns an indenendent monnreh .
AMyuddin Mus<ain Shah i« known from his coins to have
ascended the throne in AD. 1497 Even if we ncsume that
Kamtinur was conquered in the verv first vear of his reigm,
three venrs is tno «mall a neriod for the expulsion of the
Muslim armv and the rise of Visvisimha to power as the
irdependent monarch of Koch Bihar. Warendra Naravan
Rav Choawdhuri eives the date of aeccossion of Visvasimha ne
A D 1510 which annears mara nrobable. T, A. Gait in hie
History of Aseam assigns A.D. 1515--1540 as the duration
of Visvasimha’s reign.

Vigvasimha on assuming power got himself anointed as
king according to -Hindu rites nand assumed the title of
Kamateéwar. At his coronation Sisu who assumed the name
Sishyasimha held the umbrella over his head. Sishyasithha
was given the title of Rajkat aud is said to be the ancestor
of the Raikat familv of Baikunthanur. Visvasimha is said
to have subjueated Bhutan and made the Devaraja pay him
tribute. Te also attacked the Ahom territory but fell short
of provisions and retreated.  According to tradition,
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Visvasimha attacked Nasarat Shah of Gaur but with what
result, is not clear. Muslim historians are silent about this
attack, Visvasimha moved his capital from Chikangram to
Koch Bihar where he builf a fine city.

Visvasimha died in about 15633 and was succeeded by his
second son Naranarayan, who was also known as Malla-
narayan, after a civil war with Nar Singh who fled to Morung
and then to Bhutan. Mallanarayan set upon a policy of
conquest and in this he was greatly assisted by thq valol_x; of
his brother Sukladhvaja who was nick-named Chila Rai as
his attack on the enemy was swift as the kite. He attacked
the Ahom king and forced him to submission and payment of
tribute. He conquered Tripura, Kachar, Dimru and other
places. It is claimed that his sway extended over
Chittagong to the sea. Naranarayan and Su_kla.dhva,]a
erected the present temple of Kamakhya which bears
imscriptions testifying to the fact. The name of Naranarayan
is associated with the building of the fort of Narayanpur and
other public works, Patronage of learning, Vaishnava
reformation, etc. He had a mint and his coins are still in
existence.

Till old age Naranarayan had no son and he sat on the
throne with Raghudev, son of Sukladhvaja, on his lap.
Raghudev gradually believed that he would be king after
Naranarayan. But the birth of a son to Naranarayan in 1atq
years shattered the hopes of Raghudev. After the death of
Sukladhvaja Raghudev rebelled and looted Boda. War
started, but in the end Naranarayan made peace with his
nephew by giving him the territory to the east of the Sankosh
river in 1681, During the reign of Naranarayan there was
a terrible earthquake in Koch Bihar, as mentioned by Ralph
Fitch who visited the place at the time. He says about Koch

Bihar in general :

“I went from Bengala into the country of Couche, which
lieth 25 days jouruny northwards from Tanda. 'l‘he.ng is
a Gentile, his name is Suckel Counse; his country is great,
and lieth not far from Couchin China (sic!) for they say
they haue pepper from thence. The port is called Cacchegate.
All 'the countrie is set with Bambos or canes made gharpe at
both endes & driuen into the earth, and they can let in the
water and drowne the ground abgve knee deepe, so that
men or horses can passe. Thei poison all the waters if an
wars he. Here they haue much silke and muske, and cloth
made of cotton. The people haue eares which be
marueilous great of s span long, which they draw out in
length by deuises when they be voung. Here they be
all Gentiles, and they will kill nothing. They haue
hospitals for sheepe, goates, dogs, cats, birds and for all

*other living creatures.”

Naranarayan
Mallanarayan
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Naranarayan died in 15084 and was succeeded by his son
Lekshminardyan. Soon after the accession of Lakshmi-
narayan, Raghudev proclaimed Limself as independent king
of Kamaripa and minted coins in’ his own name. - This led
to a war between Lakshminariayan and Raghudev. There
may be a reasonable assumption that Kamaripa or a part of
it was under the partial occupation of the Kings of Koch
Bihar. Raghudev sought the alliance of Isa Khan, and
Lakshminar@yan first sought the friemdship of the Ahom king
in his war against Raghudev and [ailing to secure that he
sought alliance of Man Singh, the Mughal Subahdar of
Bengal. This led to a partial submission of the kingdom of
Koch Bihar to the Mughals. Parikshitnarayan, the son of
Raghudev, had rebelled against his father and was- sheltered
by T.akshminardyan. He utilized Lakshminardyan to
assassinate Raghudev. Tater, however, Parikshitnarayan
himself rebelled against Takshminiariyan and looted Bahar-
bund. Takshminarayan sought the help of the  Mughal
Subahdar Islam Khan and with his help 'nttackod and
defeated Parikshitnariyan who died in 1616 He hﬂ.d
planned to get hold of Parikshitnarivan’s territory. But in
the meantime Islam Khan died and the new Subahdar
Kashem Khan called him to Dacca and practically made him
a captive. He was then sent to Agra, He met Jahangir ¢n
February 26, 1618 and was honoured by him. He then
appears to have accepted the suserainty of the Mughal
Emperor and was released. He died in 1627. ]

Lakshmindriayasn was succeeded by his son Birnardyan.
In his later years Tnkshmindrayan had appointed one of his
sons Mahinarayan to be Nagir-deo. This appoiniment in
later years brought much distress to the peo le of Koch Bihar
as will be narrated later. He transferred his capital to
Atharokotha. He was very much given to pleasures and his
reign is hardly of any significance. He died in 1632 and was
gucceeded by his son Prannérayan who reigned from 1633

to 1666.

In 1657 when old Fmperor Shah Jehan lay i.ll. and the
empire was on the point of breaking up in fratricidal war,
Prannariyen seized the opportunity of the weakness of the
central Mughal power and grabbed the Mughal possessions in
Kamaripa and even occupied Dacca. Ml)r_Lu_tf}ﬂ]n, the
Subahdar of Kimiiriipd, was defented by Pravndrayan and
took shelter in Gauhati, After Aurangzeb was seated on the
throne of Delhi, Mir Jumla, the Governor of Bengal was
directed to attack Koch Bihar and recover the lost Mughal
possessions. Mir Tumla marched upon Koch Bihar at the
head of a large army and Pra nariyan fled and sought
refuge in Bhutan hills, Mir Jumla occupied Koch Bihar
and with the help of Vishnundrdyan, the eldest som of
Prannarayan who had embraced Islam, sent a gemera] o
gelze the king. But the attempt proved unsuccessful. Mir
Jumla occupied the capital of Koch Bihar on December 19
1661 and the city’s name was changed to Alamgirnagar.
Heo settled the revenue of the Stafe at ten lakhs Narayani
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rupees and left Isfandiar Beg in charge of Koch Bihar and
proceeded to conquer Assam. The Mughal Officials were
tyrannical and due to their tyranny the people rose in revolt
and Prannardyan took the opportunity to return to his
kingdom at the head of an army and drove the Mughals
away. Mir Jumla was coming back to reconquer Koch Bihar
but fell ill and died. Tn 1664 Shaista Khan was marching
upon Koch Bihar when Prinniriyvan offered submission to
the Mughal Emperor and offered an indemnity of five and a
half Inkh of rupces which reached Delhi on December 8,
1665. The Muchal court took this ax a tribute,

Prapnirayan was a poet of some reputation and a good
musician. Tle wrote a treatise on the science of music. He
was versed in Sanskrit erammar and literature. and there
wase a roval Pandit Sabhd known as Pancharatun Sabha.
Kaviratna wrote a historv of the roval dvnasty in Sanskrit
entitled ajokhandam.  Under the inspiration of the king.
Seiniith Breahman translated the Mahabharata in verse and
wrole a Sanskrit Kavva entitled  Draupadi-Swayampara. The
ma»uscripts of the Adi Parvan of the¢ Mol abhardta and t' af
of Draupadi-Swayarmvara are preserved in the State library
at Koch Bihar. '

% Prann®ravan  constiucted or repaired the temple of
ane§war. The present temple of Gossanimari was erected
bv him. Tle brought masons from Telhi and hegan the
%or)s}gr1.1<-tion of the present temple of Jalpes but ecould not
nish it,

Towards the end of his reien the houndaries of the
kingdom of Prinnarivan extended to Tajhat and Baharband
parganas in the south, Bhaskarpnr near Khutaghat (in the
distriet of (oalpara) on the east and Bhatpaon in Morane on
the west. . i

Modnirivan succeeded his father TPraguariyan in 1666
From his reign started the influence of Bhutan on Koch
Bihar. TImmediately after the death of Prannérayan, there
was an attempt on the part of the sons of Mabinaravan. the
Nazir. to seize the throne. Mahinirivan dissuaded them and
put Modnarayan on the throne but retained all the pov\:erq
in his hands.  Modnardvan then intrigued 4ud won over th;x
army to  his side and slew some of the creatures of
Mahiniriyan and banished some officers wha had sided with
him. A sentence of death was passed on Mahinaravan. This
led to an open conflagration. The sons of Mahinaravan
secured the help of Bhutan and foucht with the king
Mnb?m‘uiﬁv:m was killed in this war. This war was ended by
Modr_)ﬁ._rn_van agreeing to make Yainanarivon, son of

ahinaravan, the Nazir. In the midst of these tronhles
Modnirivan died in 1680 without n male heir, - ‘l

When Modnarayan died Jayanarava a . bi cei
the. throne for himself with the assista'ncg (:? t(}llg %hbli(t{inio s'%‘lhz::
capital was looted, some people were killed and othe.rs. Wer("
made prisoners. At this juncture the Raikats of Bai’kunth‘q-

 pur advanced with an army. The Bhutias retreated and tlllo

Modnarayan
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Raikats Jagadeva and Bhujadeva placed Visudevniriyay,
the third son of Pranniriyan, on the throne. As soon as the
Raikats retired, Jayanarayan re-asserted himself with the
ussistance of the Bhutias and Visfdevnariyan was killed in
a skirmish. He then declared himself king. Fight days
later the Raikats again advanced with force and a fierce hattle
followed, in which Jayaniriyan was defeated and he fled
to the hills. The Raikats then placed Mahindranarayan,
grandson of Vishnunariyan and great-grandson of Prag-
nariyan, on the throne.

Mahindranirdyan was only five years old when he was
made king. Of the three sons of Nazir Mahinarayan,
Darponirayan had died earlier, and the remaining two sons
constant'v harassed the peace of the country. Two years
later both the Raikats died and Mahindrandrayan became
helpless, Officers of the State in distant provinces gave up
their allegiance. The Mughals invaded the territory from
Ghoraghat and district after district fel]l to the Mughals, Tn
this crisis, the ministers of the king made peace with Taya-
nardvan and he was re-appointed Naztr. Javanarivan made
a half-hearted attempt to stem the advauce of the Mughals
but failed. The Mughals, commanded by Trince Tradat
Khan, occupied the three central chaklas of Fatepur, Knzirhat
and Kakina. The officers in charge of Tepa, Manthona
Thori. and rome other parganas bhecame traitors, aceepted
Mughal suzerainty and rveceived zamindari sanads from the
Mughals in their own names. Panga and even Baikunthapur
accepted Mughal suzerainty and became Zamindars under the
Muchals paving a _nominal tribute. Javanarayvan died in
1691 and his son Santandravan was reluctantly made Nuzir
bv the kine. Mahindranariyvan died after a nominal reign
of 11 years in 1693,

Immediately after the death of Mahindrandravay Santa-
narivan aspired to hecome the king. But a« he had
accented service under the king as Nazir, he was considered
ineligible to sit on the throne and his  brother’s son
Ripnaravan was raised to the throne while another brother
Satvanarayan became the TDewan of the realm. With the
death of Mahindranariyan ended the main line of kings and
Ripnirayan started a dvnasty which descended from
Mahindranaravan. the first Nazir,

The Mughals renewed their attack on Koch Bihay
territory and attacked Boda, Patgram and Purvabhag. In
1711 a treaty was concluded whereby Mughal suzerainty over
these chaklas was accepted and these chaklas were taken in
ijara in the benami of Nazir ﬂﬁntanirﬁvan. Rapnarivan
was the last king of Koch Bihar who held swav over western

- Kamaripa. From his time the territory of Koch Bihar was

confined practically to the present boundaries of the distriet,

Ripnirdyan transferred his  capital from  Atharokotha to

gil;lﬁahati constituting more or less the present town of Koch
ar'
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' reign of 21 years Rupnarayan died in 1714.

U peﬁlﬂ;f:ngréyfn sucCeedZd his father Rupnarayan in 1714,

supported both by the Nazir and the Dewan. During his
reign, the Bhutias whosg territory was confined to the foot
of the hills began to Mmake inroads into the plains and
Upendranarayap could not resist them. Dinanarayag, the
son of Dewan Satyanarayap was adopted by Upendra-
narayan who was childless till then. Jl)inandrdyan wantegi
a written document naming him as heir to the throne. This
the king would not agree to do as he still hoped for a son.
The frustrated Dinanirdyan then intrigued with the Mughal
Fouzdar of Rangpur and Satyanarayan deserted the king.
The Mughals invaded the territory and in a battle near Jhar
Simheswar to the south of Mekhligan] Upendranarayan was
defeated. The kingdom of Koch Bihar fell to the Fouzdar
who made Dinandrayan ruler of Koch Bihar in_ 1736.
Upendranarayan and his Khasnavis, Gauriprasad Bakshi,
however, collected o fresh army and secured the help of

Bhutar’. The Nagzir® Santanardyan who was living in

Rangamati after the defeat was informed of the treaty with

Bhutun and he was asked to collect an army. TUpendra-

narayan then proceed&d to give battle to the Mughal Fouzdar.

The Fouzdar was attacked by the king and Gauriprasad from

the west, by a Bhutan army from the north and by the

» Nazir’s *army from the east. After a bloody battle the
Touzdar was defeated and fled towards Rangpur.

Dinanarayan died in exile.

Upendranariyan built a palace at Dhaliabari, In old
age a son Devendranariyan was born to Upendraniriyan of
the younger queen. Upendranarayan died in 1763.

In 1763 the boy Devendranarayap was installed as king,
seated on the lap of Chhatra Nazir Lalitnirdyan. Upendra-
nirayan had brought a Radhiya Brahman Satanunda Goswami
to be the Rajguru (king’s preceptor). After his death his
son Raméananda Goswami became the Rajguru. Raméananda
had started intrigues against the king and the Maharani had
passed orders for his expulsion. Ramananda then conspired
with the Nazir deo and secured one Rati Sarma to assassinate
the boy king. Rati Sarma went up to the palace where the
boy king was playing and asked for a glass of water. One
of the attendants of the king went to fetch water and Rati
Sarmé beheaded the boy king with a sword which he had
kept concealed in his clothes. Rati Sarma then ran with the
severed head to a temple and placing it before the goddess
sat feigning meditation. He was found there and cut into
pieces by the king’s men.

The Chhatra Nazir was then Rudranarayan. He wanted
to make his- son Khagendranirayap king and a civil war
became imminent. The situation was saved by the pluck of
Gaurinath Karji, a young officer who spoke to the Chhatra
Nuzir that he was the chief of the descendants of the
Visvasitaha and no one could stop what he intended to do.
But if after what had happened he made his own son king,
people would say that he had complicity in .the killing of
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Devendranarayay as Rati Sarvda came from Balarampur (the
residence of the Nuzirg to do the dastardly act.  The Chhatra
Nuztr then withdrew his proposul amd it was decided to make
the third son of Dewan Kharganirgyan (who was the brother
of Upendranarayan) the king. 'This third son of Kharga-
nirayan was Dhairyendraniviyay.

In 1765 Dhairyendraniriyan was installed with populur
approval. But the sovereign power ol the king ot khoch
binar had been shattered. ‘Lhe Nazir becume too poweriul
and began to collect revenues ol Zilla Matabnanga wud Zilla
Gitaldaha directly on tne pica ol mceting the military
expenditure. The influence of the Ihutias had ncreased so
much that an oilicer of Bhutun was permanentiy stationed
at hoch Bihar with an army and his consent had to be tuken
in important matters of admimstration. W hen the news of
the assassination ol Devendraniarayay reached Bhutan, the
Devaraja of pshmtan had  namananaa Goswainl seiged and
carried to Punakha hung like o beast from a bamboo. e

‘was executed there. Pensu Toma was sent to Koch Bihar as

the representative of Devaraja with g company of soldiers.
ile began to interfcre in the affairs of the State. In 1769
Devaraja attacked Vijuypur near the Morang territory to the

north of Purnca. According to u previous utreaty hg invited |

the king of Koch Bihar to participate in  the onterprise.
Dewan Ramndrdyan as commander-in-chief of the Koch
Bihar army participated in the action and it is said that a
large amount of booty fell into his hands. He delivered only
a small fraction to the king. Rumnariyay had also heen
interfering in the purely household matters of the king and
gave a sister of the king in marriage without his consent.
Dhairyendranarayap gradually became apprehensive of his
growing powers and dismissed him {rom office and issued orders
to confiscate his jaigir. Orders were also passed to imprison
him. But Ramnirayay anticipated the move and escaped to
Bhutan and with Bhutia help reoccupicd his  position
Thereupon Dhairyendranarayan decided to  kill hin  and
decoyed him to his room unattended, feigning illuess. He
then attucked Rammirdyup unuwares and killed him. This
happened in 1769. The murder of Ramniriyanp who wns
friendly with the Devaraja, was considered an affront to the
suthority of Bhutan und a plot was hateched to depose
Dhairyendranarayan.  There wsed to be an annual feast at
Chekakhata where oflicers of Bhutan and Koch Bihar
exchanged presents. That year Dhairyendranariyap and all
his advisers were usked {0 join in the feast. Dhairyendra-
nariyan was suspicious and so was his minister Gaurinandan
Mustafi. The latter went to ascertain the real intention of
the Bhutias and was bluffed. Pensu Toma himself came to
Koch Bihar and swore in the name of Mahakal that no harm
was intended. The doubts thus removed, Dhairyendra-
nirayap attended the feast. There he was made captive and
carried first to Buxa and then to Punakha, the capital of
Bhutan and kept in confinement,
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Rajendraniriyap was raised to the tnrone l)y.the'Bhutuys
and after o nominal reign of two years he died in 1772.
Pensu ‘Toma tried to put  Bijendranaravun, _son_of Ram-
ariyan, on the throne. “But the Chhatra Nazir Khagendra-
.ariyap®, acted quickly. He iostalled Dharendranarayan,
son of Dhairyendranarayap on the throne. HIS. army
drove Vensu Toma out of Koch Blhar.' The Devara,]fl _then
sent an army 20,000 strong and the Nz}mr KhagenQranar-ay‘an
was defeated and the Bhuting occupied Koch Bihar. The
officers of the State removed the king, the dowager queen and
the Maharani to Panga and themselves escaped to‘Rangpu'r.
Nazir Khagendraniarayan then approached the Fast Tndia
Company for assistance.

Ine tast lndia Lompany was waleilug with concern ing
growing power Op the piulus close to el boraers. I'ne
appeal tor uelp by the wvazir hhdgeudralurayuyl was reaulty
admitted and even wille bae discussions 10r tne trealy were
gomg onf Cnarles Lurting, the vollector ol RKungpur, aetailed
w compuny ol solulers Of tne UOmpully uhder h‘leuteuunt
Dickson 10 isocn  Bihur. ums force occupied Gitalduha,
Umbnata, Baladanga und Mowamar1 and reached hoch bihar
where thete was severe fighting before tue lort fell to the
Linglish oy December 24, 4072, Un January 1Lz, 1773, Nazir
Rhagendranariyan and leaja J)hurenumnumyu.n met ;'ux'lxllg,
the Collector ol langpur. Aiter the fort ot Isoch thar was
occupied by the tnglish arniy, _Darpudeva, the‘ lﬁaxkat who
nad taken the side of the Bhutias, was cut o from them.
Captain Jones with a detachment of soldiers marched Lrom
Mowamari through Lalbazar to Patgram and on J anuary &6{
1773, there was a licrce battlg between the \101'ces ?1
Darpadeva and Captain Jones, in which the. Lompany .s
soldiers inflicted severe losses on the army of _Durpadeva
which Hled in disorder. After this the fort of Rahimganj was
occupied by Captain Jones. Darpadeva now took up a‘pudltlo_lfl
in the jungles with about 1,600 soldiers known as .bg..,'asm‘.
As the force under Captain Jones was not sufficient, a
battalion from Dinajpur was dlre(,;t‘gd to engage the banyasls
on the horders of Purnea and Tirhoot and anoi':her tor}(lze
under Captain Stuart was sent to check the Oppressmnhof t g
Sanyasis. In the meantime Captain Jones passed ht roug
Sanyasikata, Devgaon and reaphex} Dalmgkote. )WiF a v1ev1v:
to protecting the mnorth of Koch Bihar, ]L.urb ing s?‘i
Lieutenant Dickson to occupy Chekakhata on February 12,
1773, where a body of Sanyasis were reported to bedcausgng
depredations. The Sanyasis retired before the a vgnﬁmg
army of the East India Company and Lleu,tem;ntl Dic son
occupied Buxa, After this the Company’s 011():% were
contemplating an advance on T.akshmi ]l){ultzﬁs ut1 weﬁe
ambushed at night and had to retreat to Cheka at%. nt ?
meantime (April 5, 1773) the treaty betweex:1 t ((; young
Msharaja Dharendrandrdyan _fm(l the East (i[.n 1]a3 ,(i)mpqny
was finalized. The text is given in Appen }:x . Purling
then sent a letter to Bhutan, pointing out the consequences

*Son of Chhatra Nazir Rudrenarayan.
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of an escalation of the war and requested  the return  of
Dhairyendranirayan, failing which an attack would be made
on Tasisudan. The Dharmaraja of Bhutun (the de jure
king) now asserted himselt and sent a reply to Purling
expressing his desire for peace. Soon after this the fortunes
of the Devaraja changed. The Dharmaraja published a
proclamation dismissing him and a new Devaraja wan
appointed. Thereafter a peace was concluded between
Bhutan and the Kast India Company on April 25, 1774,

In consequence of the treaty with Bhutan, Dhairyendra-
nirdyan was released from captivity. Ie was received by
Khagendranariyan, the Nazir at Chekakhata. But the king
was bitter with the Nazir on hearing the terms of the treaty
with the Fast India Company in the name of his young son,
whereby his sovereignty had suffered. He was a changed man
and oppressed by melancholy. He did not take the reins of
Government in his hands and let Dharendraniriyan continue
as king. Dharendraniriyay died in 1775 and “thereafter
Dhairyendranirayan formally wssumed royalty for the second
time but hardly concerned himsell with the affairs of the
State. He died in 1780 leaving his only heir, Harendra-
niariyan, his son, born in 1780,

TTarendranirivan was 3 years 9 months old »t the time
of his installation. Maharani Kamtedwarl produced a will ‘'6f
Dhairyendranariyan appointing her the guardian of the
minor king and administratrix of the realm during the
minority of the king. There were two parties in the State.
One consisted of the Rajguru Sarvananda (Goswami, who had
Maharani Kimteswari completely under his control, and the
Khasnavis Kasikanta Lahiry, and the other consisted of the
Nazir deo Khagendraniraynn. For thirteen years the peace
of the country was disturbed by the mutual jealousies of the
contending parties. The successive Collectors of Rangpur
who were Political Agents for Koch Bihar also complicated
matters by injudicious interference. At the coronation the
Nazir Khagendraniriyan reized the Royal seal and misused
it to proclaim his son as Yuvardj. Tater at the instance of
the Collector of Rangpur the seal went to the Maharani and

Sarvananda Goswami misused the seal to get large rent-free

estates. Skirmishes between the men of Sarvananda
Goswami and the Nazir were frequent occurrences. The
dispute between the two parties culminated in the kidnapping
of the young king and the Maharani by Marichimati Aye, the
aunt of the Nazir. For this purpose she employed the
Sanyasis on payment of bribe. When the news of the
kidnapping of the king reached the East India Company a
force was sent to rescue the king and a Commission was
appointed to inquire into the affair and other disputes. The
Commissioners were I.awrence Mercer and John Lewis
Chauvet. . Amongst other findings the Commission observed
that the interference in the affairs of Koch Bihar by the
Collectors of Rangpur had not been guided by any policy and
had therefore done more harm than good. As a result of this
recommendation Henry Douglas was appointed Commissioner

for Koch Bihar. Harendranarayap assumed the reins of -
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tration in 1801 and reigned till 1349 when he died at

afr%?gﬁsd, In 1800 the East India Company stopped the

coining of NVdrayani rupvee. once and for all.

endranarayan was succeeded by Sivendranardyan, his
eldeHstarson, who was installed king. The new king devoted
his attention to the internal administration of the State and
established a Dharma Sabha for discussion of the affairs of
the State. Some improvement in the administration of
justice was made in his reign. The temple of Siva at
Dhaliabari which was begun in_the reign of Harendranarayan
was finished and Siddhinath Sva was installed. The only
important event in his reign was a boundary dispute with
Bhutan, which was amicably settled by the arbitration of
Campbell, the Superintendent of Darjiling. As Sivendra-
nariyan had no son, he adopted, with the consent of the
Governor (teneral, Karindranarivan, a grandson of Nazir
Khagendraniriyan. The boy died in 1845 and the king
adopted Chandraniriyanp who was namedd Narendraniirayan
and succeeded him after his death at Varinasi in August
1847, .

Narendranarayanp was about G years old at the time of the
death of his adoptive father, Sivendraniriyan. He was
igstalled on  August 23, 1847.  Sivendraririyap had
cxpressed a wish that the Kast India Company’s Government
should take care of his son’s education. The Dewan and the
Maharani were averse to an English education of Narendra-
narayap. DBut the Government took strong steps and
intimated the Maharani that the bhoy king would receive his
education either at Dacca or ot Krishnanagar as the Maharani
might choose. The boy king was sent to Krishnanagar and
admitted to the Colleginte School in the 4th class. From
Krishnanagar the king wus sent to Wards Institution at
Calcutta and remained under the guardianship of Raja Rajen-
dra Tal Mitter, the eminent scholar till 1853, when he attained
majority. In 1859 a topographical survey of Koch Bihar
was made by J. ;. Pemberton. His mayp is the first regular
map of the country now extant. In 1861 Narendranirayan

. established the first English School in the State and named

it after Colonel Jenkins, the Agent of the Governor General,
In 1862 the (Government recognized the title of Maharajo
Bahadur and granted Narendranirivan a Sanad conferring
the title. In 1862 T.it. Sadler surveyed the communication
system between Koch Bihar and Jalpaiguri. Narendra-
narivan died on Augnst 6, 1863,

Nripendranirivan was a little over one year old at the
time he succeeded to the throne of his father. During his
minority the charge of the administration was placed in the

bands of a Commissioner appointed bv the Governor. From

this reign the administration of Koch Bihar enters the modern
phase. The first Commissioner was Colonel J. C. Haughton
The Commissioner of Koch Bihar was vested by the Govern.
ment with full authority of the ruler of the State.t Op

.i':l‘he Administrative reforms introduced by the igsi i
®found in chapters X and XI. v omiissioner will be
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November 4, 1864 a Deputy Commissioner, H. Beverage,
was also appointed. The Mahuraja attained majority and
was formally istalled on November 8, 1883. The charge of

the administration was formally fiade over to him by the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal.

The modernization of the administration started by the
Commissioners  was  continued by the Maharnja  after
assumption of power and the administrative machinery of the
State was created on the model of a Byitish district, On
March G. 1878 Muaharaja Nripendranirayay was married to
Srimati Suniti Devi, daughter of Bahy Keshab Chandra Sen,
the celebrated Brahmo reformer and founder of the Nava
Bidhun Samaj. In 1887 the construction of the new palace
wus completed. In 1893 the Koch WBihar State Railway was
opened for traflic. Maharaja Nripendranarayan died in 1911
and was succecded by his eldest son Rajarajendranariyan.
Rajarijendranariyan died in 1913 and was succeedad by his
brother Jitendranariyan. Jitendranarivan married Srimati
Indira Devi. daughter of the Guekwad of Barodn. He died
in 1921 and was succeeded by his minor son Jagaddipendra-
nardvan during whose minority the dowager queen acted ns
regent. Jagaddipendrandrdyan was the last Maharaja  of
Koch Bihar., On September 12, 1949, he signed the
Instrument of Accession. He transferred the State to
Tndia on August V8. 1949. The Agreement through which
this was done is given in Appendix A.

) APPENDIX A
COOCH BEHAR MERGER AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT MabE Tinis Twenty-vighth day of August 1949
between the Governor-General of Tndia and His Highness the
Maharaja of Cooch Behar,

WuErkas in the best interests of (he State of Ceoch
Behar as well as of the Dominion of Tudia it is desirable to
provide for the adwministration of the said Stute by or under
the authority of the Dominion Government :

IT 18 REREBY AGREED as follows : —
A+ticle 1

His Higness the Muharaja of Cooch Behay hereby cedes
to the Dominion Government full and exelusive authoritv,
jurisdiction and powers for and in relation to the governunce
of the State and agrees to tran<fer the administration of the
State to the Dominion Government on the 12¢h day of
September 1949 (hereinafter referred to as *‘the said doy '),

As from the said day the Dominion Government will be
“competent Lo exercise  the " waid  powers, authority  apl
jurisdiction in such manner and through such agency as it
may think fit.
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Article 2

i the Maharaja shall continue to enjoy the
mglze?“gggles:igh&s pfivileges, dignities and titles which
;x'e would have enjoyed had this agreement not been made.

Article 8 _ .

- Hi; ss the Maharaja shall with effect from the said
dayHbi: gtgil:l%?i to receive for his life-time from the revenues
of the State annually for his privy purse the sum of I_hupel:s
eight lakhs fifty thousand free of all taxes. After him the
privy purse will be fixed at Rupees seven lakhs only. 'I‘ins
amount is intended to cover all the expenses of the Ru exi
and his family, including expenses on account of his persona
staff, maintenance of his resldences,\.marrxages and other
cerel,nonjes, etc., and will neither be increased nor reduced
for any reason whatsoever.

ment of India undertakes that the said sum of
Ru}r)l;l;es ?i;ﬁ:ﬂklfs fifty thousand shall be pa.ud to His Highness
the Maharaja in four equa] instalments in advance at the
beginning of each quarter from the State Treasury or at such
Jreasury* as may he specified by the Government of India.

Article 4

. . L

is Highness the Maharaja shall be entitled to the ful
owzl:glsehglguse and enjoyment of all private properties (as
distinct from State properties) belonging to him on the date
of this agreement,

is Highness the Maharaja will ful'rii_sh to the pominiop
Gog;;melgt nbefore the 15th September 1949, an_ inventory
of all the immovable property, securities and cash balances
held by him as such private property.

ispute arises as to whether any item of property
is tlIlfe :)Ill-lv:t?p;:perty of His. Highness the Maharaja or
State property, it shall be referred to a judicial officer
qualified to be appointed as & High Court Judge, and the
decision of that officer shall be final and binding on both
parties. : = , .

Article b
bers of His Highness’ family ghall be entitled
to ,aAllut;heer;l::gn:fsprivileges, dignities and titles enjoyed by

t ‘whether within or putside tle territories of the State,
i:enﬁdimly before the 15th day of August 1947. :

Article 6

injon Government guarantees. the succession,
mm%eﬁngnﬁwnand custorh, to the gaddi of the State and

to His H ,ths Maharaja’s personsl rights, privileges,
- dignities and tttes.



42 KOCH BIHAR
Article 7

No enquiry shall be made by ar under the authority of
the Government of India, and no proceedings shall lie in any
Court in Cooch Beher, ngainst His Highness the Maharaja,
whethpr In a personal capacity or otherwise, in respect of
anything done or omitted to be done by him or under his

gzztixem-ity during the period of his administration of that
a ’

Article 8

(1) The Qovem:pent of India hereby guarantees either the
contxpuapcq I service of the permanent members of the
Public Services of ('ooch Behar on conditions which will be

not less advantagcous thap those on which they were serving

before the date on which the administration of Cooch Behar
is made over to the (Fovernment of India or the payment of
reasonable compensation,

(%) The Government of India further gusrantees the
continuance of pensions and leave salaries sanctioned by His
Highness the Mnharaja to servants of the State who have
retired or proceeded on leave preparatory to retirement, before
the date on which the administration of Cooch Behar is made
over to the Government of India.

Article 9

Except with the previous sanction of the Government of
India no proceedings, civil and criminal, shall be instituted
against any person in respect of any act done or purporting
to be done in the execution of his duties as a servant of the
State before the dav on which the administration is made
over to the (Government of India.

" In confirmation whereof Mr. Vapal Pangunni Menon,
Agvider to the Government of India in the Ministry of States
has -aypended his signatare on hehalf and with the authority
of ths Governor-Greneral of India. and Lieutenant Colona]
His Highness the Msaharaja Jagaddipendranarayan Bhuj
Bahadur, Maharaia of Cooch Behar, has appended his
signature on behalf of himself, his heirs and sucoessare

JAGADDIBENDRANARAY AN
Maharaja of Cooch Behar
. V.E.MENON
+Adviser to the Govt, of Tndia

T Minfsﬁx?o}f‘gt‘if!@j,'f
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APPENDIX B
ARTIOLES OF TREATY BETWEEN THE HONQURABLE

RAST INDIA COMPANY AND DHARENDRANARAYAN
RAJA OF COOCH BEHAR

Dhar an, Raja of Coqch Behar, hayin‘g
resent?;idxt%ntizxﬂénoum le the President and Council of

‘f)escutta the present distressed State of the country, owing

i i by the independent Rajas, who are in
}0 1meb:;n§e£:;‘: slslfgz, ythe Honori)zerable ‘the President and
((Jaggcil from u love of justice and desire of assisting thg
&istresséd have agreed to send a force, consisting otf fom;ll
oompanieé of sipahies, and a ﬁeld-p.xece, for the gro:ﬁeo xgnth
the said Raja and his country against his enemies; an ')
following conditions are mutnally agreed on:

‘ i ja will i i i he
— the said Raja will immediately pay into t
han%izt.othg:tOoﬁecto'r of Rangpur R_s. 50,000 to defray the
expenses of the force sent to assist him.

»

— if more than Rs, 50,000 are expended, the
Raintill’fxl::ltelit zgoo?i to the Honourable the English East
Ingia Company, but in case any part of it remains
unexpended that it be delivered back.

— the Raja will. acknowledge subjection to the

illgrgf tiﬁh%ngl?sh EJaet Indie Company upon his country

:i cleared of his enemies, and will allow the Cooch Behar
cgul‘;ﬁry to be annexed to the Province of Bengal.

) Raja further agrees to make over to the
‘mslﬁ ETalsl: tIxfgiea CoJmpany one-half of the annual revennes

1i
gn%ooch Behar for ever.

— other moiety shall remuin in the Raja and
his {;xtfi;-s gga:vtel: pros'ided ke ig firm in his allagiance to the
Honoursble United East India Company.

~—That in order to ascertain the value of the Cooch
Beheaﬁ'h‘count?';,utlh: rRaja will deliver a ‘‘hustabud’’ (revenue
statement) of his district into the hands of such person as
the Honourable the President and Council of Calcutta shall
think proper to depute for that purpose, upon which valustion
the apnual zari (assessment) which the Raja is to pay,

shall be established.
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Tth.—That the amount of Malguzari settled by such person
as the Honourable East India Company shall depute, shall
be perpetual.

r

8th.—That the Honourable East India Compsny shall
always assist the Raja with a force when he has occasion for
it, for the defence of the country, the Raja bearing the
expense,

9th.—That this treaty shall remain in force for the space
of two years, or till such time as advices may be received
from the Court of Directors empowering the President and
-Council to ratify the same for ever.

This treaty signed, and sealed, and concluded, “by the
Honourable the President and Council at Fort William, the
fifth day of April 1773, on the one part, and by Dharendra-
narayan Raja of Cooch Behar, at Beliar Fort, the 6th Magh
1179, Bengal Style, on the other part.

® to 1911, there was a slight incr

CHAPTER IlI
PEOPLE

There had been no attempt before 1871-72 to_enumerate Porurirron

ing in the tract of land now forming Koch Bihar
ah}:“r;:?pleTl;:m%rlz enumeration of 1871-72 was not a
simulta‘neous count but was spread over three or four months
beginning in November 1871 and ending in February 1872,
Th%s census disclosed a total population of 5,382,665 persons.
The next census was in 1881 when the total population was
found to be 6,02,624, of whom 3,11,678 were males and
2 90,946 were females. The increase in the total population
was 70,069, or 13.16 per cent. The third census was in 1891
when the total population was ascertained to be ?,78,863.
This showed a decrease of 23,766 or 3.9 per cent 50812318"‘9
population of 1881. Of the total population of 5,78, o llxn
1891, 8,02,4567 were males and 2,76,411 were females. e
deoréasé of population Bbtween 1881 and ‘1891 was mainly due
to two epidemics of cholera and partly, to migration to the
tea gardens of western Duars. The population further fel%
1901 shd the census taken that year shows the tOtl?
population as 5,66,116, or a fall of 4.1 per cent, The
additional factors responsible for the decline bstween 188]..(-
1901 were unhealthy climate and its scarcity of food in _18::)h .
There was a slight increase of the population by 1911 as the
census taken that year showed a population of 5,91,012.
The increase was 25,896 or 4.68 per cent. The1 two
successive censuses of 1921 and 1931 showed the population
to remain almost static. The population found in the 1921
census was 5,90,599 and the 1931 census found the populathm
as 5,80,063. "The decrease in absolute number was 413 and in
perc,ent,age 0.07 between 1911 and 1Q21 and between 1921
and 1931 these figures were 1,546 and 0.26 per cent
respectively: The slight fall in 1921 was due to the influenza
epidemic. In 1931 there was a further decline owing to the
cholera and small pox epidemics of 1928 and 1929, The
population started increasing from 1941 and increase has
continued till now. In 1941 the total population was
6.38.703: the decade increase was 49,650 or 8.43 per cent.
In 1951 the population was 6,68,949; the decade increase was
30,246 or 4.74 per cent. In 1961 the population was
10,19,806; the decade increase was'3,50,857 or 52.45 per ce;if.
In’ 1571 census the total pooulation has been fouggiéo e
14,12,148, the decade increase being 3,92,342 or -38.47 per

cent.
les
umb f females for every one thousztnd ma.
fromThle88liu¥; e11'97? svlvas a8 fi’gff" :mgn 15181,1 992312, i81'11’71-89i1ﬂ
900; in 1901, 88l; in ,  in Jo1, g in
|, 886; " gh9; in 1061, 8b5; in 1061, 890;
1199%11’ g?g’ iIIltivsi%llbe seen that the number of females for
, L]

' ily decreased from 1801
every one thousand males hae stoadly TeRNC) T 1081
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followed by another fall between 1931 and 1951. In the two
decades from 1951 to 1971 there has been an increase but the
figure is still below the figure of 188I.

The table in Appendix I gives the growth of the population
from 1901 to 1961.

The 1971 census found that 21.99 per cent of the
population was literate. The average for West Bengal was
03.06 per cent. Of the five North Bengal districts, via,,
Darjiling, Jalpaiguri, West Dinajpur, Koch Bihar and Malda
the percentage of literacy of Koch Bihar population was the
third. Darjiling district with a literacy percentage of 32.90
and Jalpaiguri with 24.22 were more literate than Koch Bihar.
There has been a slight increase in literacy in Koch Bihar
in the decade 1961-1971. In 1961 census the total
percentage of literates was 21, the males constituting 31.44
per cent and females 9.27 per cent. In 1971, the total
percentage rose to 21.99; amongst the males the literacy
remained almost static at 31.43 per cent  but alongst the
females it rose to 11.71 per cent.

The total population according to 1961 census was
10,19,806 and of this number 7,21,927 persons were born in
the district. Thus about 298 thousand persons were born
outside the district and of this number a littles over 252
thousands were born in Pakistan. These came mostly from
the adjacent districts of Rangpur and that portion of
Jalpaiguri district which was partitioned oft from India by
the Radcliffe Award. 'This territory now forms part of
Bangladesh. Of this 208 thousands, 171 thousonds were
males and 127 thousands were females. In this migrant
population, females work out at about 700 per thousand.
This lower ratio has significantly lowered the average male-
female ratio of the whole district., The migrants from other
States of India were: 18,269 from Bihar; 6,396 from Assam;
1,860 from Rajasthan; 1,696 from Uttar Pradesh; 397 from
Orissa; 312 from Madhya Pradesh; 244 from the Punjab and
176 from Andhra Pradesh.

During the ten-ycar period from 1951 to 1961 the
immigrants into the district numbered 11,603 while the
emigrants numbered 33,969. There has been a net loss of
population to the extent of 22,366. The maximum movement
of population has heen from and to Jalpaiguri district.
While 7,266 immigrated from Jalpaiguri, 15,362 emigrated
to that district. There has been also quite large emigrations
to the industrial districts of 24-Parganas, Calcutta, Howrah,
Hugli and Barddhaman; the numbers being 4,852, 4,352,
1,236, 1,284, and 1,792. This is what is to be expected of
a district which has hardly any industrial potential at present
and which has had a 220 per cent rise in population in the
thirty-year period from 1941 to 1971, Agriculture has been
extended to the utmost and yet there is no employment for
all.
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Bengali is the principal language of the district spoken by Lauguage

or cent of the population. The next major
ﬁ:g;ug:ncf% thg district isoHipdi' returned by 3,13 per cent
of the people in 1961, The Hindi speakers are mostly people
of upper India coming to this district for trade and commerce.
They are mainly concentrated in the towns and in the trade
centires. -Koch Bihar town has a little more than 6,000
speakers of Hindi, while about 4.000 are found in each of the
eubdivisional Headquarters Matabhanga, Tufangan] and
Diohata. During the period between 1911 and 1931 the
number of Hindi speakers fell gradually,‘but since 1931 the
number is on the increase and a sharp rise by 139 per cent
was recorded between 1951 and 1961. This was mainly 'due
to the integration of the erstwhile Kpch Bihar State into
Tndia which has attracted more businessmen from TVpper

Tudis.

Though the total number of persons speaking Rabha is
only 1,695 (in 1981 census), yet it ocrunies the third position
in the distriet. The return of the Rabha mother-tongue by
0. many people in Koc Bihar in the 19061 census is rather
strange as previously it was thought that th.e language was
dying out. There was considerable unecertainty about the
real nature of the Rabhas even in 1891 when F.A. G.ait wrote
the census report of Assam. Gait remarks that in lower
Assam it wns asserted that the Rabhas wers an offsh.mt of
the Garos while in Kdmarupy and Darrang it was considered,
that they were Kacharis on’the road to Hinduism. 1t was
certain that they were members of the preat Bodo family.

" but it was not eqnally clear whether the Rahhas were more

closely allied to anv one tribe of the familv than to another.
(iait further noted that in the Garo bills there were five
sgotions of the Rahhas. After 1951 there wns a migration of
come tribal neonle fram Mvmensinch  distriet  (now in
Bangladesh) to Koch Bihar. Tt is not unlikely that trese
TRabhas eame into Koch Bihar during that mieration. Next
ta Rabha cames the Kurnkh toneue of the Oraons. Thev are
mostly concentrated in Koeh Bihar and Dinhata_subdivisions!

" The total numher of Santals epeakers was onlv ahout 400 and

found onlv in Koch Bihar and Pinhata subdivisions. The
tollowing - table oives the numbers m_;r? .nercenfag‘en of speakers
of Bengali and Hindi and their variations from 1911 to 1961.

Mother- 1961 1951 1941 1921 1911
¥onpue’ :
Rengali (a) 980,413 650,811 572,773 567,810 . 506,898
. (b). +50.64  +13-62 + 087 4-0-16
(o) 98el4. 9729 97:24 - 96.14 95192

Hindi () 32,065 13441 10441 18519 21,288
‘ () +139.31 42873 1-46.51 —8.18
{e) 315 2.0 1,77 330 3-60

'; Noty ¢ (g{_sbmlu?eﬁm , - o |
" 77" (b percentage variation; ‘ L
() percentage to tofal population.



The local Bengali
dialect
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The Bengali speaking section of the district has shown
apathy to learn a second language. Only 2 per cent have

returned as knowing another language, Amongst the
females the percentage is only 0.5, e males of

tribal people, the Rabhas, the Oraons and the Santals mostly
know another language. Amongst the Urdu speakers about
5.24 per cent know another language. The total percentage
of bilingual people shown in 1961 census was 2.77.

In the 7Tth Century when the Chinese pilgrim Yuan
Chwang visited Kamarupa he found the local speech slightly
different from that of Magadha or Middle India. This slight
difference is still maintained and the dialect of the Bengali
spoken still has some noints of dissimilarity with the standard
dialect of Bengali. This is no place to enter into o detailed

inquiry into the subject byt the following broad points may
be noted.

When Yuan Chwang visited Kamarupa the language of
Esstern Magadha was not very much different from the
language of Bengal or Kamarupa. Since that time the Bengali
language has grown out of the several apabhramsa dialects
arising out of Fastern Magadhi. Thus the Bengali dialects
spoken in different parts of Bengal as well as Kamarupa,
which included Koch Bihar, did not grow out of a single primi-
tive Bengali dialect but grew out of the several apablhramsus
of Magadhi. During the course of the evolvement of its dialect
Koch Bihar came under two influences, one of south-west
Bengal and the nther of Mithila. Tt is significant that the
influence of Assam or eastern Bengal on its dialect is
negligible,

The following are its principal traifs :

(#) The pronunciation of the labio-velars are slightly more
p) backward, influenced by an open pronunciation of
the associated simple vowel.

{#8) Only three nasal sounds are pronounced, (a) the sound
of n (%), (b) the sound of A (s) only if followed by a
sonant, otherwise it is changed to the dental n and
(¢) a nasalised accented vowel.

(¥45) Intervocalic aspirates are uniformly de-aspirated,
(#v) The only sibilant pronounced is 4 (%).

(v) The palatals have not acquired the character of fricatives
as in Eastern Benggl or Assam.

(vi) ph (¥) and bh (®) have pot acquired any spirant value
as in ‘fan’ and ‘van’.

vi$) An initial r (%) is hardly pronounced, but an fnis:
( vowel ocourring in the middfe of & sentence veryig;':la;l

59:‘3 ;dgu (’} x‘:?.ﬂxed. Thus Rdm daby, .uln‘l bezomes
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in pr i t it is not
is difficulty in pronouncing ¢ (%) bu
i 'I;};enri?us:i with » (7) as in some parts of East Bengsl
and Assam. L (%) is pronounced corrretly.
.

‘ wel correctly prorounced i8 lorg 4 ()

tiz) Tl}l?h: nslgor‘zoa (=) is given an open pronunciation. This
trait introduces & vowel harmory, thus kathd .(ﬂlll)
becomes kdtd (¥iw). Except & (=) all other s;mm
long vowels occurring etymologically are pronoun
short. 'The dipthongs ¢ (9) and o (8) are mnretﬁr
tess pronounced corvectly, the former often getting t g
oblique sound ; ai (@) and an (8) are prono_u'noei
long and open so that they acquire the values ¢ anc
du.

e peculiarities may now be illustrated : {¢) The pronun-
ci&t}gl: sof I;he labia-velars cannat be shawn in writirg. (u)e’l;llze:
words Chewg { 6% ) and Bengdubi ( (xggR ) are corr ?1‘ h{)

ronounced, bhut tdmdky i8 shor*tened to tafriku ( O T, ). h
grst person verbs, e.g. karo (¥1%1) pdro () show this n?;:; ;
zation. (iii) Katha [ ¥¢e )} becomes Icc_ua_ { =rst ), mdthete
( mm) becomes mdtat { 75 ), ek-khand ( @_wm ) be‘co.m.es
ehnd (487, uhdke (BurF ) becomes m’ilc-—-uyal;. Bhu.b 1(1121&)1

wates afe not changed, thus ghar (W ), ghi s

2.;‘%“5?:”.;’ Chhawid ! Efg\'sm ) Jhar ( % ), blm_s { EI} ). a,tr}xld

hcl!c/iil( @#eq_ ). (tv) This needs no illustration. It is (;

Ic’ommon characteristic of standard Bengali. In Aﬁsamtz:?s:'le

ibilants were changed into h (%) which is very charac é &
mf lths,t speech, This shows that Koch Bibar dialect was not in-

3 enced gy Assam. (v) In Assam and some East Bengal dxalect;
a;ol (%), ckh (&), j { %) and jk () have acquired the sounds c:i
ts, & d; and 2. In Koch Bibar no such trait is found. (v5) fa.n
(v,ii)’ heve been illustrated. (vﬁu) Wéxir;ss %h!;a:obu};e:i ;sg\f\‘n[(xd‘5 ()) it(?g
it i ced, but where i f ]
]trogo\:tﬁ:dpigﬁfxy between (%) and (). Thus dang (stick)
H d bhdndi ( bear ) are correctly pronounced but qugt (89 ) is
;?onounced something 1kie gurrhi. (iz) has been illustrated.

: The sentence ‘sampatiir je hiss@ mui pdim tdk
molikt 3‘;21'“(’3:3?%1 ’i’w ferm {2 oA Wi, AT (2w) (property’s share
I will get that me give) illustrates the % (= )u.fﬁ‘x of
accusative ((@k w1%) and dative { mok ¢ ). The sense of the
ablative is not very clearin the-lafaguage._ An example may be
wbarir kachhot dsiyd sunil bdjnd  hablr dharchke ( wdn
e WM ofim, awm ¥W oWk ) (from near . the
house on coming heard instruments being played). ) Qachhot

5 oheldtl ; Mui nadit machh dharo (TR of @A ; {¥ afs 77
M?(I fr:)m river fish oatch). These last twa ﬁx&mpleg
o) be explained on locative case too. Standard Bengali
fn“{heae cgses will use barir kachk theke (A w1y c'tt?), gachh
ll:laite gud {(supdrs) pheh'la ( g TS wn ‘) and dmi e, ds
haite machh dhavi (SR 40 TS mqﬁ ). Since no_auxiliary
word like theke ( c¢t% ) or haile { TS ) is used in the Koqh Bihar
djalect the ; (&) ending must be taken as ablative ending.

7
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_The two principal conuaunitics in the district are the
Hindus and the Muslims,  According to the census of 1971,
784 per cent of the population were Hindus and 21.1 per
cent were Muslims. In 1961, 76.05 per cent of the
population were Hindus and 2:3.77 per ceut were Muslims,
In .lS}H. the percentage of Iindus was 6G9.53 and that of the
ljlusllms was 3010, In 1951 the percentage of Hindus was
70.90 and that of the Muslims was 29. Thus in the sixty-year
period fron; 1891 to 1951 the ratio of Hindus to Muslims was
almost static, In the two decades 1951-1971 the growth rate
of the Hindus has far outstripped the growth rate of the
Muslims in the district. This is clearly the result of
wigration  following the partition. Peisons  professing
O_'thelr }"ellglons are Buddhists—49 persons, Sikhs—21 persons,
Christians-——1,07¢ persons and Jains—1,024 persons.

The Rajbanshis who are Scheduled Castes are by far the
largest class in the district. In a totul population of 10,19 806
(1961 census) the Rajbanshis numbered 4,18,893 or about 41
per cent of the total population. The total number of
Hindus being 7,75,514. the Rajbanshis who are all Hindus
are H4 per cent of the Hindu population. The next largest
group of Scheduled Castes are the Namasudras numbering
23,429, The other principal Scheduled Castes are the Bagdi
or Duley 7,015 persons, the Chamar (or Charmakar, Mo(nxi.
Muchi, Rabidas, Ruidas, Rishi) 6,109 persons, Jalin
Knibartta 6,619 persons, Jhalo Malo or Malo 3,434 persons.
The total number of Scheduled Tribes in Koch Bihar district
is 8,809 or about 0.8 per cent of the total population,

The Rajbanshis being by far the largest group in the
district their manners and customs call for special mention.
The Rajbanshis are a Hinduized tribe. But to what tribe
they belonged and what their origin was is far from clear.
The usual lines of investigation are, firstly, the langumage
secondly, anthropometric measurements, facial and bodily
features, colour of the skin, etc, and thirdly, the manners and
customs. But investigations along none of these lines lead
to any conclusive result. Firstly, the language was pure
Bengali and in morphology no dfference is found. Indeed
it appears that the Rajbanshis taok to speaking the Bengali
language even in the Old Bengali period (ciq'caatwelf;{h/
thirteenth century). Secondly, anthropometric and anthro-
pological investigations have led different authorities to arriv
at different conclusions. These may be briefly not de
Buchanan-Hamilton, who visited eastern India iy f?hé
beyinning of the nineteenth cemtury, was of the opinion that
the Rajbanshis were Koch and were aborigines of Kamarupa
He thought that the Pani-Koch, a small trile of food gathere .
who lived in the forests of Parbat Jowar; were of ﬁze sags
stock as the Koches or Rajbanshis. Hamilton, how °
thought that the Koches were different from ihe G::g:’
Meches and Rabhas. ~ W. W. Hunter in the Statistical
Account of Koch Bihar stated that the Koches were connected
with the ne;ghbpurmg tribes of Meches and Kacharia 1
were of trans-Himalayan extraction. Dalton, on th 31mr
hand, drew a marked distinction hetween the Kocheesomfd

PEOPLE 51

their aboriginal ncighbours, based mainly on colour. The
Meches being yellow were consequently referred by him to
the Mongolians of Indo-Chinese stock of which the Garos were
the prototype. The Kochés were black, or very dark, and
are to be connected with the Dravidians, Beverley in his
Census Report of 1872 stated thus: ‘“The Koch people
appear to be entirely out of their element amongst the Tohitic
tribes. From all that T have been able to glean regarding
them, it seems likely that they originally belonged to the
dark people whom they resemble and who were driven out of
the ‘Gangetic Provinces when the Kingdoms of Mithila and
Magadhs were established by the lunar and solar races,
rather than to the northern Turanian or Indo-Chinese family,
to which they are so unlike. In short I consider that they
belong to the Dravidian stock.”’ Risley in his Tribes and
Castes of Bengal considers the Koch, the Kochmandi, the
Rajbanshi, the Deshi and Paliya to be all allied and belong
to a Dravidian tribe of north-eastern and eastern Bengal
among whom there are reasons to suspect some admixture of
Mongolian blood. After citing the opinion of Dalton, Risley
remarks: ‘‘A compari®n of these opinions with my own
ohservations and with the average cephalic, nasal and naso-
malar indices ascertained bv a large number of actual
measureménts, seems to me to warrant the conclusion that
the Koch, Raijbanshi, Palia, Desi and other varieties by
whatever names they are called are descended from a
Dravidian stock. which mavy probably have occupied the
valley of the Ganges at the time of the Aryan advance into
Beugal. Driven forward bv the incursion into the swamps
and forests of northern and north-eastern Bengal the tribes
were here and there brought into contact with the Mongoloid
races of the lower Himalayas, and of the Assam border, and
their tvpe may have been affected to a varving degree by the
intermixture with these people. But on the whole Dravidian
characteristics predominate among them over the Mongolian.”

Gait in his Census Report of Assam, however, opined
that the Rajbanshis or the Koches were of Mongolian origin
and this opinion he based on anthronometric measurements.
According to Gait, the Mongoloid tribes advanced into
Northern Bengal in three waves the first being the Chandal,
the second Koch and the third Ahom,

The only conclusion that can be drawn from these
divergent views is that the Koches or Rajbanshis are a mixed
people arising out of a Dravidian stock with marked
admixture of Mongoloid blood. The divergence of opinion
hetween Risley and (ait is probably the result of sampling.
Further east in_Assam the Mongolian traits predominate
while in North Bengal and Koch Bihar it is the Dravidisn
traits which are more marked. Regarding manners and
customs, no seridus and detailed investigation avnears to
have been undertaken. The important nart played by betel-
nuts and betel leaves in the marriage rites of the Rajbanshis
shows a marked similarity %o the rites followed in marrisges
of even the higher castes in ssuthery Bunpsl ===
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It is difficult to say when the Rajbanshis took to
Brahmanic rites and religion. When Yuan Chwang visited
Assam during the 7th Century he found Bhaskaravarman to
be the reigning King, The religion followed by the people
was the Brahmanic religion. The territory of Bhaskara-
varman included present Koch Bihar and extended up to
Murshidabad district of West Bengal. Yuan Chwang found
no trace of Buddhism in the territory of Bhaskaravarman. The
Khen kings of Koch Bihar adopted Brahmanical religion
about the thirteenth century. ‘At the present time the
Rajbanshis claim themselves to he Kshatriyos in the caste
hierarchy of the Hindu fold. A late work, the Foginitantra
states that some Kshatriva tribes fled eastwards ont of fear
of Parasurama and as their Kshatriya traits were curtajled
(sanloch)! out of that fear they were called the Koch. There
are mote than one such nseudo-etvmological myths invented
in later works and these do not deserve any mention here,

The Rajbanshis' are Hindus. The chief god ir Mahgkal
who has been identified with Mahadevn, In this it appears
there has been a synthesis of beliefs. - The older god Mabakal
was  nrobably the Mghakil mountain, and this god is
uniformlv worshinned, fenred and adored Liv almost all the
hill neonle north of Koch Rihar and by the submonthne neor.le
includine the Bhutine, This god may be commnared with the
marana bure or the oreat mountain as the principa! ood of
the Bantale. Later, when tha Koches wore Hinduived. they
worshipped Mahadeva and n synthesis of the two 20ds was
made. Gods of the Hindu nantheon are also worshinped
but the appronch sometimes differs from the regular form of
Hindu annroach.

Hari or Vishnu is worshipped in the months of Baisakh
to Bhadra chiefly for the purpose of etting rains for the crop,
Offerings of nlantain. atap rice. dahi and chire are made.

Manasa better known as Bisha-hari, is worshipped more as
a goddess to bring wealth and prosperity than as a spake.-
goddess for immunity against snake-bite.  She je worshipped
in the months of Baisakh and Bhadra with offerings  of
plantains, milk, curd. atap rice and sugercane, Sometimes,
a black goat is also sacrificed. Balaram is worshipped as the
nresiding god of agriculture. The usual offerings are milk,
curd, atan rice and plantains.

Chandi is worshipped ns a goddess to protect people
against cholera with the offering of a huffala ealf. Kali is
worshinned as the goddess who can ward off 4] ills ang ie
consddered to be a_malevolent goddess who hay to be kent
appedsed just like Chandi. Offering of moats ang [or buffalo
calves are made. . ’ .

?'Mr;d;z;n}-kar’n: is_another ‘popular god. The rites of f.he
worship of this god is reminiscent of a spring festival and
fertility rites, From the fourteenth day of the bright

Mahaaja’s Paiace, Koch Bihar
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fortnight of the months of Chaitra this god is worshipped for
three days. Large straight bamboos decorated with alternate
rings of white and red ecloth and surmounted by a chamar
(yak’s tail) are erect_ed in the courtyard and pujas are offered
to these. Great rejoicings prevail. Singing of lewd songs
was part of the rite. These are now generally going out of
use but the merry-making remains. On the fourth day, the
bamboos are taken off, their decorations are removed and
they are thrown into rivers.

‘Wild animals such as tigers, crocodiles and some minor
village de:ities going by the names of Bura Thakur, Bura
Thakwurani, Dangdhar and Suvachani are also worshipped.

There are two main sects amongst the hindus, viz., the
Vaishnavas and the Saktas. The former do not eat meat and
do not make any animal sacrifices. Among the Vaishnavas
there are two sects, the Sankarpanthi and the Damodar panthi
named ‘after two Vaishnava nreachers Sankara and Damodara.
According to traditior® Sankara was a contemporary of Shri
Chaitanva and nrobably came under his influence when
the latter visited his original home in Svlhet. But the life
kistorv of Sri Chaitanya shows that at this time he had not
taken to Vaishnavism. Fe became a Vaishnava after the
death of his first wife and after that he did not go to his
originn]l home in Svlhet. Be that ag it may. Sankara
emulated the preaching of Shri Chaitgnva and started nama-
gan, or singing of the holy name of Hari. in the territory
of the Ahom king of Assam. After the conovect of the Ahom
kinedom bv Naranarnvan. the kine of Korch Bihar, Sankara
came to Koch Bihar and Sukladhwaja, the brother of the
kine was eorveatly influenced hv. his vnreachines. Sankara
apnears to have nreached the Bhakti cult. DNamodara i« said
tn have heen a discinle of Sankara. But he nreached the
Sastric ritualistic worshin of Vishnu. The discinles of
Qankara are called Phaktas and those of Damodara are called
Madhis. The latter are mostly Brahmans,

Besides these there is an undefined class of Vaishnavas
known as the Bairagis. There is a priesthood order amongst
thix class who are called adhikaris. The adhikaris appear to
have heen the representatives of the Koljtas of Assam and
have most of their discinles in that class. They perform pujas
with the offering of naivedyas consisting of atap riee, plantain

and milk.

Among the Saktas the Assam Brahmans almost
monopolized the priesthood class of the dis}rict before the
recent migration of the East }_3engal people into this district
after 1951. The worship of Siva is very popular among the
Saktus. There ure quite a number, of Siva temples in the
district and people offer mujas in these temples throughout
the year, There is a large congregation of people at ﬂiﬁ
time of the Stvatatl a0 » pilgrimage fo Baneswar temple
: ipecidlly 617 R N S SO
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&4 KOCH BIHAR m . shis do not huild any sepurate lying‘-ih_ room Mauners and
. it tlh};e tliiﬁitiigzhl:hild is born. Any .sgitable_ Toom m.1 t‘he customs

There exists a priesthood who have their clientele mostly house is good enough for it und though it is considered unche;drt

among the Saktas. These are called bhawariyas. They are during the period of lying-in, & simple pl.mﬁcatl(_){ldbyl'1 was lnﬁ Bith siten

more sooth-sayers than priests and qare generally consulted removes the stigma. Aiter the birth of the chi ]t'teb‘nmt,)%o ir

for warding off disease or other calamities in order to obtain cord is cut by some elderly woman by a sha;p t&ll) i -C al(lll °

prophecies from the gods. When consulted they repair to which is called nil. The woman who m.xta h e-ll 31 s

a pat or raised mound and there shake their head, ax if in o considered by the child as a seqoxlflil.mot(lllex anft cabi:thna(r) ;

trance, to the accompaniment of a drum. Soon a revelation kata-mao. The unclean period is thirty days a 1er o the

or directive is obtained from the god thought to have been these the first eight day‘s are 'cons1dered.n(ic;l‘)e u11c1e$3).e o e

angered. The an gad is then propitiated by a puje with ninth day the mother’s nails are pare thy a\hi)ld- {) e

some profit for the bhawariya. gimilar formal ceremony is done for the child.

hirtieth day the barber is called again and the nails of the
:rlll:)rtﬁgf' arél ypared and the head of the child is shaven. The

There was a practice of invoking the assistance of a tribal tather of the child has to be present at this ceremony.
god hudumdeo at times of severe drought and other similar 'Phereafter water sanctified by mantras by the priest 18
calamities. The women of the village assembled at night at sprinkled on the child, the mother and on articles used
a pllace itp %he outskirts of the ;ﬂlngeé bplalr:ted ‘:1 dy0un§ by them and the unclean period ends.
sapling of plantain tree or a new shoot of hamboo and dance oo . , . .
round it after taking off their clothings. The practice is now One hund;‘s’d and elghfﬁrog;yiaﬁzgomg& tgl‘lsn:;;’i‘g”'i‘::“&ae ‘(:lr""}’i“?r’:g"}‘::‘;
i : at-chhoyant cere
almost obsolete or at any rate not admitted. ]c::iutlllllee rb"l) ft o d"{x o The child is slso given o neme. The Ceremony
o name of the child is selected sometime after the g‘OdS a_nd
The Muslims offer adoration to the Pirs in the dargas and goddesses and often after the nume of the .month in which
take out the Muharram fazias. There are only a few Faraiis he wag born, e.g., Baisaku, Asaru, ete.; after the name of
or Wahabis who abstain from this rite. The generak term by the day, e.g., Somaru, Bishadu, Sania; after the lunar c_ycle’
which the Muslim are known is Nasya. It is thought that e.g., Panchami, Ekadasi; after the character of the night,
the word came from the Sanskrit word nasta or fallen from the o . Jonaku, Andharu; ufter the time of the day, eg.,
Hindu fo!l. How far this view is correct cannot be P‘gy;ltu, Sanjua; after the season, e.g., Sitbar, Bun-b}-nasa;
ascertnined. . after animals, e.g., Chika (kole), Saleya (mouse), Cheng

(a fish); ete.

At about the heginning of the 13th century A.D. preaching In the sixth, or twelfth or eighteenth month after birth chura.Karan o

of Tslam had begun in western Kamarupa, though it is

difficult to ascertnin exactly when the preachers of Tslam first the child is shaved ﬁ“ff‘de thgf l;,%ltlséswlg-}::lz gf mftc}{e(:é(l);lf rooure
cam~ to Kamarupa. Thence onward manv saints came and wl_m;h there are s'mal gtuI:l?: on the ounzl on wlﬂch a smali

the relizious literature of the Mohammeduans hac preserved Miniature flags éu ¢ %ﬁo :hl:ived-oft' hagif is sent as an offering

the names of their different sects. The Dham of Torsa Pir chmr/aa.‘s.plzce i z naivedya is offered to the gods. The

at the outskirts of Koch Bihar town is n well-known darga. to Buri Zhha -ura1;1 " the child i"é pierced by a needle or a

Tt is «aid that many people were attracted to Tslam through lobe of the e?ﬁ °

{’he influence ofhthis Torsa Pir who flourished probably in the porcupine quit.

ezinning of the 1Sth eentury. Tn the ancient capital o . ild i shari Di
Koch Bihar numed Dhaluahari, four miles rf‘o eth(\ uogth-ensg At some time when the 9h11<}11 o fy::)lllmght?s adIhtkglﬂ Dikaha
of the town of Koch Bihar. there lies the tomb of Saha Fakir. whispers the name of Hari n e.gar g f " cl i i.tiatir(: tg
Salia Garib Kamal was buried outside the fort of Kamtapura, case of the Vaishnavas this is considered formal in o
so7uth~wost of ﬂ](;\ ﬂn;.rh-dt;un'. This Pir probably lived in the the cult. .

17th century. t the beginning of the sixteenth centurv . ) . .
Ginsnddin Aulia came to preach Tslam in this part of the In marriage amongst the Rt}]banshls a bride-price _has Marriago
country. According to tradition Saha Soltan Maohisoar o ususlly to be paid. The match is arranged by the relatives
prince of Balkh, abandoned his cloims to kingshin and rame with the assistance of a bhatait or match-maker. The usual
{o preach relipion to western Knmarapa, where he lived, and Hindu prohibited degrees, viz., seven generation shift on the

wds buried at Mabastanagarh.  Accordiug to Tarikh-i- father’s side and five generation shift on the mothers’ side is

Bangala, Saha Soltun resided in Mahastanagarh in Hijri 439 observed. When the terms of the marriage are settled, the
(A.D. 1047).  Satyapir Is a name among the Muslim friends of the bridegroom send a present of betel leaves and
preachers in northern Bengal. Various songs and manuscripts betel-nuts to the house of the bride on an auspicious day.
refer to Satyapir originally as a Hindu, but converted to After the party with these presents reach the house of the
Islam later on and devoted hia life to preaching. He was ‘bride, the neighbours, relatives and friends on either side

tepsbly s zeligious pawer in morthern Bengal and
%‘%a.y h’; iﬁﬁindé'.ef his nate reiaits. .
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assemble, the betel-nuts are cut and distributed to those
present. ‘Lhis is called ghata-puth-dekhani. . 1f nothing
inauspicious takes place within three days of this ceremony,
the marringe is finally settled and a date is fixed in
consultation with the gaurdions of the bridegroom. On the
day of the marriage, betel-nuts are again cut and distributed,
in the presence of the guests, friends and relations on either
side. 'The bride is then taken round the bridegroom and the
father of the bride sprinkles water on both. If the father of
the bride be dead or otherwise absent, another person,
usually an uncle, performs this {unction aund henceforth he
is called the pani-chhita-bup by the bridegroom. The sastric
portion of the marriage is performed with the aid of Brahman
priests.

Young girls before they attain puberty usually tie a cloth
round ti_2 waist and the upper purt of the body remains bare.
As soon as the girl attains puberty the young women of the
neighbourhood assemble und alter a simple ceremony of
blessing tie another piece of cloth to cover the breasts. This
cloth is called ugran and the ceremony is called do-kapra.

Usually the Rajbanshis tuke one wife at a time. Polygamy
though not banned by society is very rare. Polyandry has
no sanction of sociely or law und does not exist., °

The law legalizing widow re-marriage did not extend to
Koch Bihar State. Widow re-marriage was, therefore, not
legal before Koch Bihar was merged in West Bengal.
Though now such marriage is legal it is extremely rare.
There were two social practices among Rajbanshis of a widow
living with another as man and wife. In one case, after the
usual awour the man holding o stick went to the house of
the widow and struck the door with the stick. The woman
thereafter let him in. They then lived as man and wife. The
man was called dangua. In most such cases the widowed
woman wanted a protector for herself and her property.
In the other case, the widowed woman herself went to the
house of her lover. This form was called ghar-dhokani,
Society did not sanction these practices, but tolerated them.
The offsprings of such unions were, however, illegitimate and
had no right of succession to property.

Women have full liberty both within and without the
house. The Rajbanshi women do not observe the purdah,
the Muslim women do but they only ure a portion of the
sari to cover the liead and the forehead. No burkha is used.
While the Rajbanshi males are rather indolent and lazy, the
women are very active. Though not positively respected, the

women are not ill treated and for her usefulness the Rajbanshi_

husband dares not ill-treat his wife. Sex morality is neither
too low nor too high. The elopement of a young wife with
her lover was not very uncommon in pre-merger Koch Bihar
and the State regime enacted a law giving the Foujdars
Ahilkar (District Magistrate) powers to cause arrest of a
run-away wife. If marriage was admitted, the Foujdari

A Nagesia weman weaving @ palm-leal mat at Bararangrash

A Nagesia family of Bararangrash
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Students of the Oraon, Nagesia, Rajbansi communities before the Primary  school at
Bandiardanga in village Bavarangriach
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Ahilkar had power to restore  the run-away wife to her
husband. If marriage was denied, they were bound over by

g bond and referred to the civil court.
" o

The Rajbanshis are guided by the Hindu law of
inheritance of the Daya-bkaga school which is followed in
Bengal.  The Muslims of Koch Bihar are also generally
guided by the Hindu law of inheritance unless any Muslim
dissents and proves in court that his family was guided by the
Muslim law from before.

The people usually live in thatched huts. The floor is
raised and in houses of the poor made of mud. Well-to-do
people raise the floor on bamboo or sal posts and the floor
is made of planks. The walls are made of chatai (matting
made by splitting bamboo). The thatching is of chhan grass
which %fow in abundance in the district. Paddy straw is
not use
four huts arranged in a quadrangle. Two of these are used
as bedrooms, one as cooking room and the fourth to keep
the cattle. There 1s a machang (raised bamboo platform)
in the bedrooms to keep the grain as well as other valuables.
‘Wealthier persons have grain-golas outside. A thakur ghar
is also prpvided by more affluent people. There is usually a high
fencing round the house for privacry and protection against
wild animals. This is made of split bambhoos sharpened at
the upper end.

The common folk have very little furniture. They either
sleep on the floor or make small machangs of hamboo in the
bedroom. The poor man’s bedding consists of a grass mat,
pillow and a kantha or coarse blanket. The utensils are also
few in number. The usual pattern nowadavs are one or two
aluminium thalis, one brass or aluminium lota and a cast iron
karai. Water is stored in earthen pitchers or in dried and
hollowed gourd shell. The urum and gain (pestle and
mortar) of wood is possessed by most moderately well-to-do
villagers. Some bamboo baskets, a khalai to catch fish, and
a kula (winnower) to remove the chaff from the grain almost
completes the possessions of an ordinary rural householder.

As the soil of Koch Bihar does not make good bricks,
even the rich people cannot make houses of brick. So houses
of timber with corrugated iron roof is generally constructed
by the rich men. -

The ordinary folk are very scantily dressed at home.
The males wear & lengti, i.e., a piece of cloth about a foot
or a foot and a hslf in breadth and three feet in length
passed betwesn the legs and held in position by a string
round the waist. The Rajbanshi women ordinarily wear a
piece of cloth called patani about five feet in length and
about three and a half feet in breadth which is tied above
the breast and reaches up to the knees. At home they very
often tia a smaller cloth at the waist and the upper part of

' the body is left bare. When going out of the house the

8

A householder of moderate means usually makes -

Inheritance

Dwelling and
furniture
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elderly women wear the patdni tied above the breast, but
younger womeén use two pieces of cloth. The patani is then
tied at the waist and another piece of cloth, the agran, covers
the upper part of the body. Hindu women usually do not
cover the head. The Muslim women also wear a sari in
the Bengali fashion. Of latc blouses, the brassiere and

petticoats are coming into use and are being used by the
affluent families.

Winter is severe and most of the village people do not
stay out of doors after dusk. They keep themselves warm
by charcoal fire (the remnant of the fire to cook the food),
cover their body with a blanket. kantha. eri-chaddar, or jute
cloth according to their means. Shoes have now come into
use and mostly the vulcanized rubber shoes are popular
owing to excessive rain. But the footwear largely used is
the wooden lharam and this is used even by the well-to-do
as a home wear during the rains.

Women nart their hair and keep the knot tied at the
back of the head. Plaiting of hair is considered mdenorops.
Vermilion is nsed at the vparting of the hair by the: married
women but there is not that amount of compulsion in its use
as in lower Bengal.

The use of ornaments depends upon the means of the
family. The noor married woman is content with wearine
a conch shell banele (Sankha) in the left wrist. Those who
can afford wear silver or cold bangles or churis. A peculinr

kind of silver brarelet called the Mutha i« in common use. -

Silver hensli in the neck. banlk-Fharu around the ankle joint.
and nalk-ful in the nose are quite popular. The car-lobe is

nierced when the girl is quite voung and a silver ring is
inserted.

The nrincipal meals consist of bhat. that is. boiled rice.
with boiled leafy vegetables (sak). When available. fish is
also eaten. The use of condiments are nractically unknown
and the vegetablea are savoured onlv with chillis.  Fven salt
is not in universal use. Pigeons. wild duck and rabbits are
hunted and eaten. Tse of nork has now almost stonped,
A verv favourite food is made bv nounding small dried fish
with the green stems of the arum plant. These are made
into halls and dried in the sun and stored in enrthen vessels
rovered with wood-nsh. The balle when needed are erushed
and cooked with the oreen leave of the iute nlant. No salt
is -added but it iz flavoured bv chheka. Chheka i hot
hailing, water passed through the ashes of plantain léaves.
The liquid is red colour and has a strong astringent taste.’

Wpeat. barley and millets are roasted and then broken
up using the wurum and gain. This is called goora and is
eaten much in the same way as chhatu.
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' h milk is taken, the more favourite milk product
is cﬁll‘lg I:g dahi. No curdling agent is usually added and the
milk is allowed to turn sour and curdle by iteelf. A cheese-
like curd is also made Ly pouring milk in vessels made_oﬂ
hollow bamboo which is then covered with leaves and buried
in earth and kept for about three to six months. This is
considered a great delicacy.

Betel leaf and betel-nuts are in universal use. The betel-
nut is usually used green. Dried nuts are not in use. Thg
nuts are divided into four pieces and each piece is placed
between two betel leaves with some lime. No catechu or
khair is used. 'The gachh-pan or betel leaves growing on
creepers climbing up a tree is preferred to baraj-pan.

Tobacco is both chewn and smoked in a chhilum.
Nowadays biris are coming into use and also cigarettes,

The .Ra.jbanshis generally abjure alcoholic drinks,

he typical Rajbamshi music is in a very elementary
statrg :ndyrt,he instrilments are the ektaf(a, dotara, k]zol and
cymbals, but nowadays Bengali music is spreading into the
villages.. A common recreation is to sing kirtan to the
$iccompaniment of khol and cymbals. Holiday-making is
universally observed during religious festivals.  The
festivities at the Madan-kam worship has been referred to
before.

There is nothing special about civil marriage, divorce,
ete. There is no traffic in women or prostitution worth
mentioning.

Betel leaf and
betel-nuts

Tobacco

Alccholic drinks

Amusements
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CHAPTER IV
AGRICUT.'URE AND IRRIGATION

The Rakam Charcha Settlement which followed the
survey of 1868-70 was a monumental work in the matter of
land administration. That operation found out that the
total area of land cultivated was 14,32,205 bighas
(4,77,401 acres) out of # total area of 21,23,606 bighay
(7,07,998 acres) settled. The total area of laik patit or
culturable fallow was 4,87,623 bighas (1,62,507 acres) and
the area which was unculturable was 12,926 bighas (14,308
acres). There was in addition 1,14,642 bighas of waste land
(38,181 acres) which was not settled angd remained khas of
the Maharaja. The total area of uncultivated land thus
came to 6,444,991 bighas (2,14,996 acres) or 333 sq. miles
representing ahout 25 per cent of the area of the State.

The statistics of 1901-02* show the following pattern of
land utilization :

Acres
1. Totat arca 8,36,480°
2. Forests 9,845
3. Not availablo for cultivation 1,27,209
4. Culturable waste other than current fallow 1,80,776
5. Current fallow 1,02,110
6. Net area eropperl 4,08,441

Excluding current fallows the total area of waste land was
thus 9,845+ 1,27,299 + 1,80,770 acres. This shows that the
area  of waste land had slightly increased from the
time of the Rakam Charcha Settlement. The statistics of
1948-60 show the following figures:

(In 1,000 acres)

1. Total area 820-6
2. Forests 15-4
3. Not availahle for cultivation 751
4. Culturable waste other than current fallow 1802
5. Caurrent fallow 160-8
6. Net aroa oropped 4394

Excluding current fallows the waste land amounted to 220.7
thousand acres.

‘Rakam Oharoha—Settloment recorded the classification of land in
Koch Bihar in 16 classes acoor ing to the quality of soil and the erop grown,
Details in Chapter XI.

#Cooch Behar Statietics: 1901.02,
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The total waste land increased by nearly 3 thousand
acres between the Revenue Survey ( 1870-83) apd 1901-02,
and between the latter year and 1949-50 it increased further
by about another 2.7 thoufand acres. The net cropped area
decreased from 477.7 thousand acres gt the Revenue Survey
to 408.4 thousand acres in 1901-02. It increased to 439.4
thousand acres in 1949-50, which was still less than the
figure of the Revenue Survey. These figures may now be
compared with the population of the country at the relevant

times,

In 1,000 acres
Other
unoul-
tivated
Year Population Area  land Current Net Double
not  oxclu- fallows area cropped
avail-  ding sown area

able for Current]
culti- fallow

vation

1881 6,02,6240 1574 1625 4774

1901-02 585118 127-2 1807 102-1 408.4 165
[§49-50 o 8,386,703 905 130-2 1605 439.4 21.3
1950-51 6,68,940 102-1 124-9 929 5007 720
1051-52 102-5 104-9 667 540-3 88-0
1952-53 108-6  118-0 64-1 5327 82.0
1953-54 111 1058 382 G569-3 87.5
1054-56 - 10-6 1063 667 540-8 890
1960.61 10,1880 112-9 670  42.8 600.7 84.5
1961-62 112-9  66-2  23.7 620-6 112.3
1062.63 ) 113:0 649 143 631-2 110.0
1963-64 1070 58-2 50 653-2 1714
1964-65 1070 689 90 6485 170.2

[Total area of the district according to Surveyor-General of
India: 1,334.1 sq. miles]

The figures of the foregoing table will show that the area
under- cultivation has increased with increase of the
population. Between 1881 and 1901 the population fel] and
there was a diminution of the net area cultivated apd
increase in the area of fallow land. The population started
increasing at an accelerated rate from after 195] and the
net ¢ropped area increased from 439.4 thousand acreés in
1949-50 to 648.5 thousand ‘acres in 1964-65. The current
fallow was 160.6 thousand acres in 1949-50 and iy 1964-65
it was reduced to only 9 thousand acres. Other uncultivated
land was 180.7 thousand acres in 1901-02; in 1949.50 it was

® 130.2 thousand acres and in 1964-65 it was reduced to 589
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thousand acres only. The aTea unavailable for cultivation
was 167.4 thousand acres in 1881, 127.2 acres in 1901-02
after the Rakam Charcha Settlement and in ]949-60 it
touched the lowest figure of 90.5 thousand acres, According

to the.Survey of O’Dounel, Becket and others! the total areas
unavailable for cultivation were :

(In 1,000 acres)

1. Rivers, streams, lagoons and marshes 61-07
2. Forests 9-8
3. Homesteads 8-3
4. Roads 6-2
5. Bamboos 18.7
Total 102-07

®
Since that time the forest area has been increased by 5.6
thousand acres and there has been further construction of
roads and owe railway line. The total aren unavailable for
cultivation shown in 1964-65, i.e., 107.0 thousand uceres
appears to be the limiting figure and this cannot further be
reduced. Current fallow has been reduced fzom 160.5
thousand acres in 1949-50 to only 9 thousand acres in 1%M-
65. Other uncultivated area, which was 162.6 thousand
acres in 1881 and 130.2 thousand acres in 1949.50, hag been
raduced to 58.9 thousand acres in 1964-65. As there are quite
8 number of small jalas of nrens less than 10 bighas which
were included in the jotes. this latter area must include these
small jales. Thus Koch Bihar district appears to have almost
reached the limit of reclamation of waste land.. Further
increase of food production must he done hy increasc of

double cropping and by more intensive enltivation.

The rivers of Koch Bihar district have not vet formed o
firm regimen through which thev are flowing. Thus almost
oll of them show oscillstions and very often change their
courses, The land is fiat. The water-logzed  arens  ave
mostly too deep to he successfully  drained and  drainage
level= are not easy to obtain. Thus only very small
er_mma schemes have hitherto been nossible.  These are (1)
Putia Baramasin Drainage  Scheme in P.S,  Sitalkuchi
affecting an aven of 900 peres. (2) Chhoto Simulguri Channe!
Scheme in P.S, Matabhaneg affecting an area of 450 acres,
() Kochabari Bl Kolighat Drainage Scheme in  P.S.
Dinhats affecting sn  area of 900 acres. and (4) Kherije

Baniadaha Drainage Scheme in P.S. Dinhata aftecting an
ares of 300 acres.

. ‘The rainfall chart in Chanter 1 will shew that the rainfall
1s more than adequate for nine months in the wear. Even
the driest months, November to February, bave an an average
10.9, 2.7 79 and 19.8 millimetres of rain. Thara is also
heavy precipitation of dew during these months. The only

\Survey and  Seitlament Jor 1868.87.
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crop which is occasionally irrigated is tobacco. This is done
by Il)ift from shallow wells dug in the fields. The small
portable power-driven pumps have become very useful in
this respect. The total area irrigated in Koch Bihar is 34.4
thousand acres of whichotobacco covers 27.0 thousand acres.
Of the entire irrigated area 19 thousand acres are irrigated
from wells and the rest from bils and river channels. The
ordinary method of lift irrigation is by means of the don and
in recent years more wealthy farmers have bhegun using the
power pumps. 4

The sources of irrigation are given in tabular form as
follows (in acres) :

Year Private Wells Other Tota.t
canals sources :
1958-59 10,000 18,500 3,100 31,600

(Vide Statistical Abstract, West Bengal, 1960.)

The irrigated area under various crops is likewise given
as follows (in acres): : :

Other Other ™ Non-food
Rice “Wheat cereals food crops

and crops

pulses

o 1055°%66 500 200 1,000 2,000 28,000
1958-50 2,100 300 800 1,000 28,000

(Vide Statistical Abstract, West Bengal, 1960.) -

Wells are made either by sinking baked earthen rings
about 2’ in diameter on top of one another or protected by.a
square framework of sal timber. There are s few protective
bunds to prevent soil erosion. One such bund Is at Sovaganj
and the rivers against which the bund was erected are parts of
Daina and Hanskhowa. :

While the average annual rainfall in the district ig heavy,
the occurrence of dry spells during the crop seasons is not
less frequent than the floods. For assured crop_production,
therefore. arrangement far additional irrigation deviees both
during 7abi and. kharif.. cultivations . is necessary.: . .The
following . statement presents the area . .frrigated in - this
district.  The figures for 1971-72 are. *based-.on, " the
irrigation survey while the figures for. 1974-75 have “been
estimated on the basis of recent additions to, irrigation
potentials. . T A

PESTIMATED IRRIGATION AREA IN KOCH BINAR DISTRIOT-
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Based on the above estimate, about 5 per cent of the
gross cropped area is at present getting irrigation water.
The net area irrigated is also estimated to be 8 per cent of
the net cultivated area. In recent years more and more
shallow tube-wells, deep tube-wells and river-lift pumps are
being utilized for the extension of irrignted area. The
command area of these irrigation units is very limited and
changes in the water transmission system as also in the
technique of application of water to crops mey help
improve the situation. The tobacco growers of the district
are employing new methods to irrigate the flelds. The
traditional kutcha wells have given place to shallow tube-
lwglls that are sunk during the tobacco season and removed
ater.

The number of deep tube-wells in the district in 1976 was
15, and the number of river-lift irrigation units was also 15,
Between 1966 and 1975 the number of hand-pumps
distributed was 1,095 and the number of shallow tnbe-wells
sunk was 1,833.' Toan was advanced to the cultivators by
the State Bank, Central Bank and the Tand Development
Bank for purchasing pumps and tube-vells.

The soil of Koch Bihar is alluvial of rather recent
formation and has a large admixture of sand and what in
common parlance is known as sandy loam. The proportioa
of sand, silt and clay, however, varies from place to place.
The soil is of light texture and can retain moisture and
easily give it up. It neither becomes water-logged easily
nor does it form hard cakes when dry. The surface soil
which is loam soil is hardly more than two feet deep and at
places even less and below the surface soil is fine sand. The
soil is thus unsuitable for deep furrowing and improved
heavy ploughs and tractors can hardly be wsed on this soil
with advantage.

Five main river systems flow throngh Koch Bihar and
the soil is a formation of the river svstem. Though the
general character of the soil is sandy loam throughout the
district there are large variations in the coutent of clay and
silt and these variations may be related to the river svstem
which eriginally formed the land. Thus the western part of
Mekhliganj subdivision to the west of the Tista mav be
considered to he a formation of the Karatoya and the Tista
and this area contains more clay than sand. The eastern
portion of Mekhliganj subdivision is a creation of the Tiate
and contains more of sand. Similar is the nature of the soil
in pargena Talbggar which was 8 creation of the western
Dharl4-which apnertains to the Tista system. The.Jaldhaka.
the Mandai, thé Mujnei and the Torsa have créated pargana
Matabhanga and the western part of pargane Korh Bihor.
Though: the Torsa at one time had the same entry &g is naw
occupied by the Jaldhaka in later vears the entre ahifted
to the present position and the old Torsa was beheaded. The
bed occupled by the Mansai, the Mujnai and lastly by the

A bival Offider, Rooh Hihar.
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Jaldhaks has given purgana Matabhanga a character of.soil
slightly different from pargana Koch Bihar. Thus the soil of
pargana Matabhangs has, more of clay and the soil of
pargana Koch Bihar has s ightly more of sand. The eastern
part of pargana Koch Bihar which may be taken to be a
formation by the Sankosh has less of sand and more of clay.
The portion of Tufanganj subdivision to the east of the
Dipa-Raidak which is a formation of several rivers, viz., the
Dipa, the western Raidak, the eastern Rz}ldgk, and the
Gengadhar, 18 the richest soil in the district. Pargana
Dinhata appears to have been formed in part by the western
Dharla of the Tista system, the Mansai and the Torsa.
There is thus a wide variety of soil in this pargana. The
portion to the west of the old course of the western Dharla
has more sand, that to the east of this course hag more
Joam as it was more under the influence of the Mansai. The
soil further to the north is still richer and is probably a

formation’of the Kaljani,
The principal crops of the district are:
) o

1. Paddy of two kinds, the aus and the aman. Boro
paddy is hardly cultivated.

o 2. Tute of two varieties, the capsularis and the
oliotaris.

Tobacco. .

Rape and mustard seeds.

Pulses—mug, masur, khesari, thakri, kulti, arahar.

Wheat and barley.

Millets, china and kaon.

Indian corn (makai).

Roots and bulbs—mainly arum and potato, but also
onion, garlic, ginger and turmeric.

10. Other fibre plants, hemp or San, and Resh or
Kunkura.

11, Sugar-cane,

12. Mutha or matting grass.

© PO B

The qus paddy is locally called bitri. There are twa
kinds grown. The earlier one is sown in January and
harvested in the early part of June. The later one, which
is more extensively grown, is sown in February to March
and harvested in July and August. Both are sown broad-
cast. As January is the driest month in the district, the
early sowings are done on low lands of the duiam or even
of the awal class. The later bitri is sown on }nnds of the
saiam and chaharam olass. This arrangement gives the best
double cropping. The early bitri which can be harvested im
later part of May and in early part of June leaves the better
class lands, i.e., awal and duiam free for the cultivation of
the aman, locally called haimanti, which 1s~tr.an3planted in
June to August, After harvest of the late bitri the ‘Jand can

be utilised for jute,

Frineipal evops

Paddy
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The bitri paddy needs land which iy sulliciently porous

80 as not to be water-logged, for, accumulation of water at’

the root spoils the croyp. Ploughing of the land for bitri
paddy commences in the month of November if the land had
been fallow in the previous year. Otherwise it is ploughed a
month later. If the land had been fallow for some time, it
may need ten ploughings, Ordinarily, if the land had a
previous crop like mustard, five to six ploughings are enough.
The land is first ploughed lengthwise and then breadthwise
at right angles to the previous furrows. Usually, two
ploughs are worked together, one following the other.
Sometimes, specially if time is short, ploughing is done on
the gantha system when neighbours join with their plough
and some ten to twelve ploughs may be simultaneously
employed. After the first two ploughings the weeds nand
refuge are removed by the rake and the land is left for about
seven days during which period the land is  harrowed on
alternate days. The land is then ploughed twice again and
harrowed twice. 1f the land had some crop which required
a good preparation of land like .mustard this  suffices.
Otherwise two more ploughings are necessary.  In between
the ploughings the clods are broken with a mallet made of
wood or heavy bamboo. The seed which is kept i» bamhoo
haskets in a dry condition is then sown broadeast and the
average requirement is about 40 kilograms per acre of land.
After the sowmg. the land js ploughed twice and harrowed
Once to cover up the seeds for germination. Depending on
the moisture in the Iand, the seeds germinate between six
to ten days. When the young plants give four leaves (a
process taking about 3 to 4 wecks after germination), the
land is harrowed by means of the rake to thin out the plants.
The thinning out operations give the plants an impetus to
grow and in that process some weeds and jungles growing
meanwhile are weeded out. The operation used to bhe done
by the hand hoe. At present, wheel hoes are coming into
use. The paddy is ripe for harvesting in ahout 20 days after
the coming in of ears. Before harvesting the stalks are pressed

down by a bamboo. A length of stalk about 2 feet is cut.
Pen or twelve handfuls are made into a sheaf.

The grain is separated from the stalks by the treading of
cattle. For this purpose the sheaf bundles are laid on the
kholan or courtyard in a  circle  with the corns inside.
The arrangement of the bundles is radial and n full-sized
treading ground contains about 32 bundles for four pairs "f
cattle to tread. The animals are tied in pairs and made to
tread the sheaves going round and round. The bundles are
now and then turned up to facilitate effective treading.
When the treading is over, the straw is shaken and removed,
Beneath the straw the grains lie in a layer mixed with dirt
And chaff. These are collected and winnowed in a Aula

aftet drying, The yield of hitri paddy varies from b to 10
maunds per bigha, , .

‘to be prepared in
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snd thus get less time for growth are transplanted closer,
about 6 to 10 inches apart. Sometimes, double transplantus
tion is performed. The taluya which has been transplanted
and had grown into clusters is treated as a source of fresh
supply of seedlings. For this purpose plants which have
grown out of faluya seedlings are uprooted, leaving a few
in the cluster and these uprooted plants ave transplanied in
the manner of neocha transplantation. The seedlings of
this double transplantation at first wither and become pale
but soon recover and throw out fresh leaves. The uantity
of yield by this double transplantation is quite goog. This
method of double transplantation is called Khasia bichan
transplantation.

Irrespective of the method of transplantation the crops
come in ears about the same time in the month of Kartik or
middle of October and become fit for the sickle in December
and early January. As the straw of haimanti paddy is in
great demand as a principal fodder, the crop is cut more near
the root than bitri. The treading and winnowing is done
in the same manner as bitri paddy. The average yield of
haimanti paddy is about 18 to 24 maunds per acre. At
present, high-yielding seeds and Japanese methods are
being tried to increase the yield. b -

The soil required for jute is the same as for bitri paddy.
Natam and chaharam lands are sown with jute. The land
requires manuring and about 460 maunds of farmyard
manure is used per acre. Nearness of supply of water is
important for steeping and retting. The land is prepared
in March with about 10 to 12 ploughings with the applica-
tion of the manure at intervals. About a month is taken
in the preparation of the land. When the surface of the
land has dried a bit after the last ploughing, the seed is
scattered first length-wise and then breadth-wise and the land
is harrowed. The seeds have to be specially collected from
the last year’s crop. A small patch of land is left with the
plants standing after the harvest. After the seeds have
ripened, the seed pods ore collected and sun-dried and
stored in gourd-shells called bosh. Usually, about 3
kilograms of seed are required to sow one acre of land. The
seeds germinate in about 3 days and when the seedlings
are about 10 to 12 days old, a bida is applied. Four or five
days after the application of the bida, the land is weeded
once. Unless there be too much of undergrowth, g second
weeding is hardly necessary. The plants become mature
by the end of August. arvesting continues throughout
tl{e month of September and may extend to October, The
Koshta variety of jute grows to o height of about 10 feet
while the Mesta variety grows to a height of about 15 feet.
They are cut with the sickle near the root and after cuttin
the end is chopped off. About ten plants of the Koshia ang
eight plants of the Mesta are tied to form a hundle. The
bundles are placed in water in a single file of about twenty
bundles and some jute branches are scattered . on them.
This is called jag. For the first three days the upper
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‘aq is above the’ water, on the fourth day the
i&ig:z: (())ff tﬁfe 77’39 is brought to the level of the waterTby
weighting with plantain trunks and clods of earth, 1}116
iag takes about 15 days tp become fit for washing. In t 3
zvgshing process the washer takes his stand in the water an
lifting a bundle with both hands strikes the water with llll:
with force. The rotten barks and dirt become loose and lfla
off and the stalk breaks mear the grip. The washerl'( fé tlaln
agitates the bupdle in the water and the broken stal la )
off. The fibres are jerked in the water to make them loose
and are then wound round the hand and twisted to drain
the water. Each handful is then made into a knot. The
fibres are then dried in the sun by hanging f:omt (ia,
horizontally placed bamboo. The dry fibres are ; wiste
into bundles (called Moras), each about 4 to 5 ki ogm??,
in weight. The average outturn of jute fibre is about 1
to 18 maunds per acre. The area under jute is about 3
per cent of the acreage of the State and accounts for 111
per cent ®f the entire yield of ﬂ_le State. It is grown a
over the region and particularly in Haldibari.

wo is by far the most important cash crop of the
(listﬁz};)a(;c?r,lsztftgr the partition, Koch Bihar district alonef
supplie,s about 72 per cent of the total tobacco output o
West Beral. At present the area varies from 20,000 to
95 00 acres. The most significant feature of _ tobacco
cultivation is that it is grown muainly in the I?mhatz:ilI,
Sitai, Sitalkuchi and M_at;abhang‘&-I blocks, i.s., 0
arens adjoining the Mansai river. Over 3 lakh aclll'es lz
sown more than once. This is about 55 per cent of the ne
cropped area of the district. As the area under irrigation
is-much less, most of this dpuble_or triple cropping is done
counting on the available soil woisture.

Tobacea can be grown on the p(')()l't'st'li\lld which is ]\(-1]\
sandy. The quality of land required for tobacco. iv high
poroéity with lightness of texture. Hen’vy np;ummg* .l:)
required for the crop which literally grows on 1.;16 1rnull)1u‘u,
the soil only forming the buse to hold the manure. Tobacco
is generally grown on chaharam land.

ing of the land starts in the middle of August.
Cowr\[-‘g\emlgoit;g}p}i&gon the land all the year round. The land
requires from 12 to 16 ploughings till the soil is very loose.
I qbetween the ploughings the land is repeatedly harrowed
nd when finally prepsred a handful of soil taken from the
iflif;lcl should not have anpy solid earth even of the size of 2
ea. Literally, the sojl patticles are broken down to size
Emaller then mustard seeds. The surface is made flat With
the Mai. Lines are then Arawn on the feld first length.wisc
and then hreadth-wise three feet apart. _The intersections
'i‘i the points at which the seedlings are to he transplanted,

Baflo-dung and, i ?t en, the ploughings the
manure for tghiacco and in between p be
o ‘ h V] . % (YR PN e iaid
@?.%iiﬁ"’i’-ﬁ%&%‘mﬁs%p 8 &‘?&‘ gy emﬁaﬁp,’

Tobageoo

Preparation of
the lamd

urine of buffaloas are considered to be the
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The seed-beds are specially prepared by raising them
about 6 inches above the surroundings and thé land used for
the seed-bed is made absolutely level. About 800 to 900
maunds of old cow-dung is applied per acre of seed-bed. The
manure is thoroughly mixed with ¢the soil, first by the spade
and then by the plough if the land is big enough to be
ploughed. The soil particles are broken down very fine and
the land levelled. The seeds are sown in the  middle of
August at the rate of 14 kilograms per acre. The sceds are
uniformly scattered and then pressed by hand so ns to be
c,overed by the loose soil. The seed-bed is then covered with
San grass and & surface drain cut round the seed-bed.
Removable covers are kept ready to cover the seed-bed in case
of heavy rains. The seeds sprout in about seven days’ time
and when the seedlings are about an inch in length and have
grown small leaves like the ears of the mouse (indur-kania
wata), the base of stem of the seedling is held and it is given
s pull so as to draw it out of the soil a little. The soil must
be very loose or else the light stalk will break. During this
operation the soil at the base of the neighbouring seedlings
is kept pressed by the hand so as not to uproot them. At
this time if there is any spot where the seedlings have grown
too dense, they are thinned out. This operation has the effect
similar to transplantation and strengthens the scedlings. Tn
about two weeks’ time the seedlings give off leaves of the size
of a rupee coin (take-pata) and if the rains have subsided by
this time the seedlings are regularly watered in the morning.
The seedlings are usually ready for transplantation in about
a month’s time,

In the meantime the land is ready for transplantation.
The land looks like a chequer-board with the longitudinal
and transverse lines drawn on it. The intersection points of
these lines are the points of transplantation and each plant
18 at a distance of three feet from its neighbour. Transplanta-
tion begins in the early part of October, The seedlings are
taken off from the seed-bed in the afternoon and earried in
bamboo baskets to the field to be transplanted. A hole is made
ut .the transplantation point with a pointed bamboo stick and
the seedling is inserted in the hole to the extent of about two
inches. The loose earth is then pressed with the palm of the
hand against the root. No watering is ususlly donc and the
copious dew that is shed in the night at this time of the -year
supplies the moisture required. The seedlings take root in

about three duys’ time. A few of them die and are replaced. -

About five to seven days after the transplantation, furrows
are madp in between the lines of the transplantation by
druwiny' s wooden light plough without a shure by the hand.
The: furrows are not made all at once, but at intervals and
during .this period.the land is heavily manured hy up;’y}_\iitig
sboyt .2 kilograms of farmyard manure ‘per plant. ' The
furrowing ebntipues along with application of msnure to mix
the manure and to loosen the soil. - A month after transplabta;
tion thesulli mﬂm v;;thered -lep.t?s“y;tbiuh J;xha_y;a, called ] angaltla
greremoved.. Abons,ons month . aftgr the .removal of the
Kaappatx, 153 Jond31.the. Pt n bk Gngebe. theke

AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 73

>

coming out of the main stalk and the leaves near the ground
are broken. These leaves are called the bispata. By this
operation 8 or 10 leaves arc left on each plant to take the
entire nourishment supplied. Some watering may be
necessary at this stage depending on the amount of
recipitation of dew and the quantity of moisture retained
Ey the soil. Over-watering is bad for the crop. The leaves
become mature and fit for gathering about two months later.

A kind of insect attacks the roots of the plants when the
plant is voung. The local remedy for this is to light some
stalks of jute sticks planted here and there on the land.
The fire attracts birds which eat away the insects. The
bhulki flower is a pest for tobacco. It is a parasite which
grows on the main root of the near mature plant. Tt shoots
up generally as a single stalk and gives a purple flower. Tt
can be checked by proper weeding. The crop infested with
bhulki is uot totally lost. The leaves become prematurely
ripe and lose weight and flavour. -Jain-dhara is a disease
which sometimes attack the tobacco plants when nearing
maturity. The discase manifests itself by the wrinkling and
withering of the leaves. At the first sign of this disease the
affected leaves have to be removed and if that does not effect
2 cure the whole plant has to be uprooted and removed. The
disease spreads unless checked at the early stage,

The gathering of the Jeaves commences in the early part
of March. The leaves are cut close ta the stem in the
morning and then spread out for a partial drying in the sun.
By about 4 o’clock these spread out leaves are collected and
made into bundles called shoka with about four or five leaves
in each. The leaves are then left in the field for some time
to get the evening dew and then taken home and hung up in
rows in a closed room shut out from exposure or wind. The
heat of the sun and the dry west-wind of the season completis

the drying,

In the beginning of Jyaishtha or middle of May when the
moist east-wind begins to blow the leaves are softened to some
extent and these are then taken down and tied in bundles
weighing about 2 to 3 seers. These bundles are then stacked
in cireular piles with the stems of the leaves remaining on
the outside. These piles arc called gadis. A gadi ord*narily
confains 50 to 60 maunds of tobaceo,

Tobacco is largely grown in Lal Bazar, Dinhata, Sitaj
and Haldibari. In 1876 its export to Burma alone was
valued at Rs. 10 lakhs.

Mustard is sown on high Aitri land classed saiam and
Chaharam. The fand is prepared in the month of 4swin or
middle of September. Ordinarily, six ploughings with
harrowings in the intervals are enough. Manure in the form
of cow-dung and ground oileake is applied after the second
plonghing. The seed is sown broadeast at the rate of ahont
h} kilograms 1o an acre. After sowing the land is lightly
ploughed and harrowed with the Mai to cover the seeds. The
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seeds germinate in about 3 to § days and the plants start
flowering when about a month old. = The pods come out in
about ten days thereafter and the seeds toke about two
months to be mature. The crop is*gathered from the middle
of February to March. The plants ure uprooted by hand
and the seeds separated by treading by cattle, The produce
per acre varies from 3 maunds to 9} maunds. Of the
two varieties of ustard seed, 7rye and jati, only
the latter is extensively grown in the district. The til
cultivation is limited as it is not used for cooking hero.

The pulses are grown as both kharif and rabi crops. But
except Mash-kalai the cultivation of which has grown in
recent years as a rabi crop covering un area of approximately
17,000 acres, the other pulses are comparatively minor crops
in the district. Mug iy grown in about 2,100 acres with an
yield of approximately 53 maunds to the acre. Good quality
s0na~mug is grown in Tufanganj subdivision. Other pulses
grown are (i) khesari on 8,700 acres with an yield of about
5} maunds to the aere, (i) masur on ghout 4,000 acres witl
an yield of 23 maunds to the acre of \\"si(-h some good quality
is grown in Matabhanga subdivision, (iii) arahar on about
200 acres with an vield of 5} maunds to the acre and (jv) gram
on ahout 200 acres with an yield of about 6 maunds to th
acre.

Wheat was an inferior and wuncertain crop for the Koch
Bihar farmers as grain formation with local varieties wus
very poor. At present there is considerable demand for short-
duration high-yielding varicties, particalarly “Sonalika”’
Wheat acreage, which was 5,950 in 1970-71, increased to
19,142 acres in 1974-75. It is expeeted that at this rate of
progress the wheat acrcage will increase to a great extent
within a short period. The Blockwise average of wheat is
given in Statement IV at the end of the chapter.

Barley is grown on about 700 acres and the average vield
is about 4 mannds to the acre. This is also an inferior variety,
Of the millets, china and Laon are grown as a rabi crop on
about 200 acres with an vield of about 6 waunds to the were.
Indian corn or makai is grown near the fowns where peopleo
from up-country reside. The estimated area is about 200
acres and the yield is about ¢ maunds to the acre.

Potato of an inferior variety with more stickiness in pulp
after boiling and of a smaller size is grown in ahout 4,000
acres. It is mostly used for home consumption by the growers
and very little of it comes to the market.  Similar is the
case with onion and garlic,

Though it is possible to grow sugarcane profitably, the
crop is yet a very minor crop taking about 1,000 acres in all.
The people are so busy with the two cash crops, jute and
tobaceo. that they do ot find inventive for sugarcane for
which there is no ready nearby market. The smal] quantity
produced goes to the making of jaggery.
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The fibre plants san and resh, are grown in swmall
quantities all over the district and the fibres are wainly used
for making fishing nets.

el
Turmeric is grown on about 50 acres, ginger on 100 actes,
chillis on 1,800 acres, coriander sceds ou 10 acres, and uuise
on 10 acres. Arum is culivated as a garden vegetable near
the homesteads and is mostlﬂ used for home consumption and
a small quantity comes to the market.

Poppy used to be cultivated and opium was extracted
from it. This was stopped in 1867 under orders of the
British Indian Government. Indigo used to be cultivated
in bygone days, but no record of it is available. There are
the dilapidated ruins of a factory in Gtossanimari and probably
there was one in the outskirts of Koch Bihar town; whence
the area takes its name Nilkuthi.

There is only one tea-garden in Koch Bihar district in
toluk Saulmari of Matabhanga subdivision adjacent to the
district of Jalpaiguri. , The garden is situated on 410 acres
of land. The factory is not a completely equipped one and
only the plucking and the initial processing are done here
and the gest is done by the parent company, that is,
Kadambini Tea Co. Ltd., P:0. Fualakata, in the district of
Jalpaiguri. The production is only 0.1 per cent of the total
of West Bengal. The production of black and green tea
in 1960 amounted to 55,434 and 1,25,622 kgs. respectively.

The agricultural implements used in the district are
mostly the old time implements. These are:

i) The plough.—This is of a light structure made of

® 12 light; gwood to which an irom ploughshare is
attached. The share is smaller in size than that
uged in lower Bengal. The handle is of bamboo.
Sometimes & wooden plough without the share is
also used a8 in the case of tobacco cultivation in
certain operations. The plough cattle are ot
small size and they cannot draw a heavy plough
nor is a heavy plough required for the light soil
of the district. Indeed, except in very small
areas, a heavy plough with a long ploughshare
is injurious as it turns up the sand below the top
crust of the soil. For this eason the improved
ploughs and the tractors are unsuitable,

i bida.—This is made of wood with teeth made
(@) Tl(;? ir:)na and is drawn by a pair of bullocks. Tt is
used for thinning out plants.

arrow or mai.—This is made of bamboo and

(i TI;: élrawn by two pairs of bullocks while two men
stand on it to give it weight. It is wused for
breaking the clods of earth and to gather the
weeds and jungles thrown up by the plough. Tt
is also used to thin out plants,

San and reah

Turmerie,
ginger,
chillis,
coriander,
anige, Arum

Poppy and
indigo

Teon

Agricultura
implements



Seods and
MARITER

Feortilizers

76 KOCH BIHAR

(iv) The passon.~This is wade ol a small picce of iron
about a foot long and shavpened at the end and
provided with an wooden handle. 1t is used for
weeding. Mechanical weeders are now  Dbeing
wsed 4o fimited extent i che ense of  ine
sowing af jule.

(v) The siekle.—"This iy a cregeent shaped nstrumoend
made of iron which is sharpeped in the concave
edge ond provided with o wooden handfe. 1t is
used for reaping. No mechanical reapers have
yet come into use.

(vi) The hachni~—~This is » small wke wade of
wovden beam to which pius of shurpened wood
or bamboo are attached. It is provided with a
handle and is worked by hand.

(vii) The shape.~This is used to make the wils and for
preliminary mixing of manures prior 0
ploughing.

(viii) The kursi.—This is a mallet of wood or  heavy
bamboo to break the clods of eavth,

In 1966, there were 4 tractors, 1,27,041 ploughs,
2,90,219 harrows, sgades, ete; 14,368 carts, 20 erushew,
37 pumps and 3,396 other irrigation implements.

The cultivators are very conservaiive and it {8 very
difficult to make them ngree to adopt any novel method in
agriculture. Iispecially in the coss of tobacco they have
a deep rooted idea that their empirical knowledge is better
than what the Agriculture Department expert might tell
them. Thus except for double cropping of some of the
tobaceo fields it hus not been possible to introduce any
innovation in tobacco cultivation. 'The activities of the
Agriculture Department ure more successful in the cases ol
paddy and jute cultivation. Manures like urea, super-
phosphates und special mixed fertilizer for paddy are
becomning popular. The Koch Bihar State had nst:\gﬁshe'd
an Agricultural farm neur Koch Bihar town i 1937, This
farm has been extended to an area of 104 acres and varietal,
manurial and cultural experiments are being conducted
here. Improved wheat seeds raised in the farm bave been
distributed, but the impact is yet not very much discernible.
The old wheat has not been completely replaced. The
reason lies in the tuste of the people »nd in the munmner in
which wheat is used by them, They do not make chappatis
but fry the wheat and crush it to form what they call gura.
Bix thapa seed farms have been established in Tufanganj,
Sitei, Sitalkuchi, Matabhanga, Mekhliganj and Haldibari.
Improved paddy seed raised and issned by these farms have
been popular,

The fertiliser is one of the major inputs for incrensing
crop yields. The local farmers todsy are taking interest in
the use of balanced fertilizer. They are interested specially
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in the high-yielding varieties. s The high price of festilizers
ususlly stands in the way of a rapid increase in fertilizer
off-take. In many cases the selling points are guite at a
distance from the farmers’ plots and this also alfects
consumption of fertilizers. The following statement shows
the consumption of fertilizers in the disfrict for a threevyeay
period from 1972-73.

CONSUMPTION OF FERTILIZERS IN KOUH BIHAR
DISTRICT : 1872.75

Yeoar Quantity

(in M. T
1872-73 511
1973-74 461
o 197475 538

In recent years mfch stress haos  been given on the
preparation and use of compost. To encourage preparation
and use of compost a scheme for competition in compost-
wmaking M In operation, The tobacco-growers are tradition-
ally good users of cattle manures and compost.

The activities of the Agriculture Department have been
very much appreciated in the conirol of diseases and pests.
Improved seeds of paddy, both aus and aman, treated with
A.G.N. has practically controlled the disease known as chita
(Helmethosporium). ~ The Rice bug pest (Zeptocorisa
varicornis) hos been successfully controlled by dusting with
10 per cent B.C.H. In jute the hairy caterpillar is the ounly
pest known in this district. It can be successfully combated
with Endrex. But the high cvost of Endrex is preventing
its large scale use, In the cage of tobacco the eup worm
(Agrotes sp) has been successfully vontrolled by a spray of
water dispersible DT,  kixcept for these changes and the
occasional use of some simple mechanical device, such as,
the seed-drill for line sowing of jute and paddy and the
wheel hoe and mechanical weeder, the cultivator is still
following his age old practice and custom.

Koch Bikar has hardly any surplus land for growing
fodder crops. Even in the past as records show there was
hardly any attempt to grow fodder crop. The cattle are of
very inferior breed. They are small animals and the milch
cows give no more than a litre or a litre and a half of milk
in s whole day. An sttempt was made towards the end of
the last century to iraprove the breed by importing improved
breed of oxen and cows and the Koch Bihar State started
a cattle breeding farm. But the schewe fell through on
account of apathy of the people. The cattle and the
buffaloes are mainly kept 8s plough animals and as manure
producing machines for fobaceo cultivation.
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~ The cattle census of (966 shows the following position of
live-stock in the district: .

Total
1. Cattle—
{u) Cows 1,38,596
{H) Bulls and bullocks 2,36,837
(¢) Young stock 1,33,785
e BOB2IR

2. Buffaloes—

{n) Cows 24,003
() Bulls and hulloeks 33,605
(e) Young stock 25,764
e 83,268
3. Sheep 10,452
4. (oats £,27,733
5. Horses and ponies "O861 o
6. . Pigs 2,718

8. Poultry—

(@) Fowls 1,83,804

{h) Ducks 1,32,730
———— 3,186,624

The above figures will show that the number of cows is
very much less than the number of bulls or hullocks hoth
in the cases of cattle and buffaloes. As the cows are very
poor in milk, it is not possible to have any dairy with this
breed of cows and there wuas never any atlempt to atart
any dairy. The high rainfall of the district and damp
conditions are not conducive for sheep rearing and the
mesgre number of the sheep show thag they are mainly kept
for meat. There is scope for poultry farming, but none
has been attempted as yet,

From 1966-67 the QGovernment bave started artificial
insemination centres with a view to improving the breed of
cattle. The numbers of artificial inseminations done nre:
1966-67, 1.004; 18967-68, 1,466; 1968-69, 2,164; 1969-70,
1,443. A programme of castration of inferior kind of bulls
has been taken in hand since 1963-64. The castrations
performed since that time are: 1963-64, 2R6; 1964-65,
3%48:1 19656-66, 361; 1966-67, 363; 19G7-68, 409; 1968-09,
2,684,
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Phere is one A clags hospital at Koch Bibar and there
are three B class hospitals at Matabhanga, Dinhata and
Tufanganj. In addition sthere are 17 Block level dispen-
saries. Mass vaccimation for eradication of rinderpest has
been started since 1963-64. The following are the targets

achieved :

Year No.
1963-64 95,399
1964.65 86,970
1965-66 1,563,401
1966-67 1,27,361
1967-68 1,23,984
196G8-64 3,37,645
1969.70 2,08,300

Vaccination against , Ranikhet disease of poultry was
started from the same yesr with the following tavgets

achieved :

*Year No.

1963-64 71,357
1964-86 47,837
1965-66 58,472
1966-87 94,336
1967-68 70,434
1968-64 1,18,821
1969-70 1,165,363

The results of these preventive measures are seen in
Jecreased incidence of Rinderpest and Ranikhet disease
amongst cattle and poultry as shown here.

Rinderpest: 1967-68, 72; 1968-69, 17; 1969-70, 1.

Ranikhet:  1966-67, 17; 1967-68, 6; 1968-69, 3;
1969-70, 2.

In recent years the Artificial Insemination Programme
is being followed up for the purpose of upgrading cattle.
Semen is now collected from Jersey bulls of the Central
Semen Collection Station, Koch Bihar, attached to the State
Veterinary Hospital. It is processed and distributed to the
A. I. Centres. There 1s'alsq a Distriet Veterinary Labora-
tory ‘where disease investigntion ot pathological examination
is made of samples received from the field units. Besides,
there is one Ambulatory Clinic Van which is provided with
a mobile dispensary. The Van is under the control of a
Veterinury Surgeon, who u_ttellds oll fixed centres in the
aural pockets to treat sick live-stock brought by the owners

to the centres.

Véterinary
hospitals
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Fisherios There are 15 fish markets in the district where fish is

sold daily. The location and the number of such markets
are given below : ’

Location Number

Koch Bihar Town 4
Tufunganj
Dinhata
Sitai
Sitalkuchi
Matabhanga
Mokhliganj 2
Haldibari 1

DD = = 2o O

Besides, there ave two wholesale fish murk(‘e’ls, one at
Roch Bihar and the other at Dinhala. Al Varicties ol
carps and other fishes are available in these markets.
Besides, some hill-stream species like Rurbus tor. a few
spevies under family cyprinidae (locally known us chepti
pathar chola, efe) are also found in  the district. The
following statement shows the extent of loany given to
deserving fishermen during 1971-74 for the deve opment of
tank fisheries.

- Anount Number of
Year disbursed familios
(in Rs.) henefited

1971-72 5,000 5

1972.73 22,000 24
197374 30,000 37

Daring the Pifth Plan period a sum of Rs. 4.50 lakhs, for
which budget provision has heen made, is expected to be
utilized in connection with the implementation of various
schemes for development of fisheries as well as the improve-
ment of the economic condition of the fishermien families.

There is no forest worth the name in Koeh Bihar. The
main products are firewood with only a small amount of
timber.

The outturn of the forest producs for the years 1965 to
1968 is shown below:

Forestry

(in thousard cubic feet)
1965-66 198667  1067-68

‘-1, Titnber 1.640 $4.99] 14,402
3. Fuel C27.000 1 45407 14 878

Stato aseistance Until recently the agricultural operations in the district
agriculture was enlirely financed by private money-londers, Tho
commercial banks and the Government have now cntere

the field. But the bulk of the finance is still madé
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available by the village money-lenders all of whom are
unauthoriged money-lenders and charge interest at
exorbitant rates. Their method of finance is also peculiar.
Instead of paying the loen in cash at a time the village
money-lenders supply food and other necessaries to the
agriculturists against the security of the future crop. When
the crop is harvested, the repayment of the loan is made by
delivery of the produce at a previously arranged rate.

. . The Koch Bihar district Central Cooperative Bank
‘Ltd. had made some advances to the agriculturists and the

total amount of agricultural loans allowed by the bank up
to 31 March 1972 is Rs. 31,99,000. But the recovery has
been bad and as a result the bank is now in & moribund
condition. The commercial banks have also made advances
for the purpose of agriculture and the loan granted by the
banks up to 31 March 1972 are as follows:

Ras.

(1) State Bank of India 4,687,000

(2) Other commercinl banks 21,000

(8) Cooch Behar District Central Cooperative 31,998,000
Bank Ltd.

(4) Cooch Behar Cooperative Land Mortgage 10,655,000
Bank Ltd.

The State Government also give different types of
agricultural loans to the agriculturists, The amounts
disbursed during the last three years are given below :

Amount disbursed

Subdivision Kind of loan
1969-70 1970-71 1971.72

Rs. Rs. Rs.
Koch Bihar Agriculturist 70,030 22,500 176,000
Cattle purchase 53,000 17,500 15,000

Land improvement  Nil Nil Nil

Fertilizer 28,306 11,800 13,780
Milch cows 15,700  Nil Nil
Dinhata Agricalturist 80,000 30,000 61,000

Cattle purchase  1,01,000 60,000 8,000
Land improvement  Nil Nil  Nil

. Fertilizer 1,82,041 1,94,870 1,26,000
 Milchcows - Nl Nl Nl
Tufanganj  Agticulburist 53,200 33,200 * 76,000

Cattle purchase  1,27,950 50,000 5,000
Land improvement 4,000  Njj Nil
ertiliner 27,000 18,750 17,000
Milch cows Nil Nil Nil

11
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’

Kind of loan

A mount disharsed
Subdivision

1969.70 1970.71 1971.72
Rs. Rs. Rs.

Matabhanga Agriculturist. 81,700 97,600 51,000
Cattle purchase 50,375 18,000 15,000
Land improvement  Nil Nil Nil
Fertilizer 82,5600 82,000 80,000
Milch cows 3,000  Nil Nil |

Mekhliganj Agriculturist 51,200 1,08,000 46,000
Cattle purchase 56,000 18,000 10,000

Land improvement  Nil Nil Nil
Fertilizer 80,000 77,000 50,000
Milch cows 36,900 Nil Nil

There is no connected record of the natural calamities
of Koch Bihar up to 1850, Krom all available svidence it
may be surmised that the great famine of 1770 did not much
affect the district and the State of Koch Bihar,

Although blights and pests are rave, floods are frequent,
The State suffered from heavy floods in 1787, 1822 and
1842, on each of which occasion crops were budly, damaged.
cattle and human lives were lost. There wus u minor fHand
in 1870. A very heavy flood occurred in July 1878, the
like of which was mot repeated until the 20th century. Tn
1886 there was a heavy flood again followed by another
flood in July 1892. The 1892 flood was localized in Mata-
bhanga and Sadar subdivisions. There were flood in July
1895, severe earthquake in 1929, another in 1934, distress
in 1943, earthquake and flood in 1950 und distress in 1951,
Moderate floods occur almost annually in the rainy season.

. The district easily feels the full brunt of a flood, specially
us there are no embankments. The land is still in the
process of formation and the lack of embankments help the
country to receive rich deposits of loam and silt.

The district is seldom visited by draught, but there wus
one severe drought in 18564.

There was a violent hailstorm and hurricane in 1887,

Koch Bibar has been visited by several bad earthquakes.
Buchanan Hamilton records having suffered from an earth-
quake in 1808-09. There were earthquakes again in 1885
and 1897. The earthquake of 1897 was very severe, haviug
occurred on 12 June at 5 p.m., lasting for three minutes.
Few lives were lost, but a great deal of property was
damaged. Buildings, roads, bridges, drains and wells were
all damaged, springs of hot water with sand issued from
many of the fissures, the beds of marshes and bhils were
upheaved and many fisheries became dry. The last great

carthquake was in 1934, which also inflicted a great deal of
damage.!

YAdapted from A. Mitrs, Dssirictc Handbook, C'oach Behar, 1963, p- lv.
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Statement 1

BLOCKWISE ACREAGE OF AUTUMN RICE : 1074.75

Blocks

Tufangan]
Koch Bihar-I
Koch Bihar-TT
Dinhata-1
Dinhata-T1
Sitai
Sitalkuchi
Matabhangs-I
Matabhanga-IT
Mekhliganj
Haldibari

o s

e =

Tocac varieties

High Yielding varietios

83

e
(acre) g%l'e.)/ (M. T.) acre) (M. T.)
35,516 4.4 8523 200 80 160
13,110 3:2 3,146 750 7-2 540
20,666 4:0 4,959 302 9:6 290
26,500 4-4 9,540 8,500 80 6,800
23,500 6-0 5,640
77,000 6:0 1,680
24,000 40 3,840
14816 52 2,003 3,605 40 1,466
12,600 3:2 2,000 800 12:0 980
1,000 48 4140 500 80 400
4050 28 072 200 80 160
41 47,403 14,917 7:0 10,776

2,83,158

Statement 11

BLOCKWISE ACREAGE OF WINTER RICE : 1974-75

Blocks

Tufangenj
Koch Bihar-I
Koch Bihar-If
Dinhata-I
Dinhata-II
Sitai
Sitalkuchi
Matabhanga-I
Matabhangs-1I
Mekhligatj
Haldibari

Local varieties

High Yielding varieties

Area Y::};g. Produc- Area Yria.el}(el. Produc.
(acre)  (Qtl./ tion  (acre) (Qtl.]  tion

acre) (M.T.) agre) (M. T.)
53,000 4-4 23,320 15,000 6-4 9,600
28,760 3:2 9,206 7,000 6.4 4,480
30,750 4:0 12,300 9,268 10-4 0,638
31,600 4-4 13,860 16,000 9-6 15,360
35,000 6-0 21,000 9,000 12:0 10,800
4,000 60 2,400 500 6-0 300
34,000 40 13,600 6,000 48 2,880
98,035 52 20,246 9,000 14-4 12,960
35,387 32 11,324 4,520 64 2,803
38,800 4-8 18,624 3,200 80 2,860
19,300 2:8 5304 2,000 72 1,440
9,40,441 4°1 1,51,274 81,488 8:9 72911
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Statement 111
BLOCKWISE ACREAGE OF SUMMER RICE : 1874.76

Local variotics High Yiolding variotios
T v T T e
Blocks rto Prodoe- rato  Produce-
Aven QL] tion Aren  (QtLf tion
(vere)  aere) (MUY (wero)  nero) (ML)
Tufangauy 600 -6 6576 130 -2 168
Koch Bihar-I 134 48 61 G4 7.2 46
Koch Bihar-11 53 90 54
Dinhata. [ 200 5.2 104 100 80 80
Dinhata.-11 200 48 06 160 80 80
Sitai 40 4-8 19
Sitalkuchi 100 8:0 80 10 8:0 8
Mnmbhnngn-l 60 48 .'i:! 75 8.0 [H)]
Matabhanga-T1 70 10 28
Mokhliganj 18 a-4, 80 25 6.0 15
Haldibari b 02 -4
Thass 65 iest 632 w4 s
e e e e e+ e e e
Statement 1V
BLOOKWISE ACREAGE OF WHEAT : 1974.78
High Yiolding variotios Liocal variotios
T e T e
Blooks rato  Pradue- rate  Produe.

Aron (Qtl.  tion Area (Qtl. tion
(acre) acro) (M.T.) (acro)  (acro) (M.T.)

Tufanganj 3,500 986 3,300 200 3.6 72
Koch Bihar-I 1,887 8-0 1,509 1,331 6-0 708
Koch Bihar-IT 3,000 12-:0 3,600 300 6-0 300
Dinhata-1 2,600 8-4 2,100 500 4:0 200
Dinhata-11 2,000  10-0 2,000 100 30 38
Bitai 200 52 104 150 40 60
Sitalkuohi 358 10-8 383 230 64 160
Matabhanga-1 2,250 8-0 1,800 1,000 6-4 840
Matabhangs-II 1,600 84 1,400 1,000 48 480
Mekhliganj 1,400 96 1,344 300 40 120
Haldibari 360 7-2 306

19,142 9-4 17,998 05,301 LB

L]

2,866

CHAPTER V
INDUSTRIES

" Koch Bihar is essentially an agricultural country, No
ores, miperals or coal has yet been found. Till 1950 it had
a self-sufficient economy. The felt needs of the people were
few and they adjusted their mode of life within the small
compass of things available within the district. The soil
is soft and light and can be ploughed by a wooden plough
without the plough-share of iron; and ploughs without such
share are even now in use. A few earthenware pots and
plantain leaves sufficed for all the needs of cooking and

eating.

One of the oldest industry of the district was rearing,
spinning~and weaving of Eri. The Eri worms were reared
on castor plants. The cocoons cannot be reeled but has to
be spun. The spinning was done in indigenous taklis.
The yarn is coarse afd uneven in texture, It was then
woven in an improvised pit loom made with bamboos. The
cloth woven was about 18 to 24 inches in breadth and 7 to
9 feet ift length. These fabrics though coarse to touch are
extremely durable. This industry practically died out due
to competition of imported cotton fabric, but cfforts arve
being made now to resuscitate it.

A fine fabric was made by spinning jute and weaving
it in looms. Certain vegetable dyes were used to dye the
fabric. Mekhliganj takes its name from these jute fabrics
which were called mekhli. This industry has completely
died out. The spinning of fine jute yarn was a difficult art
and could not stand the competition of imported fabrics.
A small quantity of gunny cloth is still made by hand. Tt
is mostly used for home consumption.

The district does not contain good soil for making pottery
and for the most part these used to be imported from Fast
Bengal districts. With the pgrtition import from that
source stopped and prices of earthenware vessels have risen.
Cheap aluminium wvessels and cooking utensils have now
taken their place. A coarse and rude type of clay toys and
figures are made from the clay available in Teldhar tract
in the old valley of the Karatoya.

There are a few iron-smiths in the villages turning out
cheap types of agricultural implements. The wrought irog
is imported from outside and the workmanship is not good.
Most of the household and agricultural implements are now
imported from outside the district,

There is no large scale industry in the district. Two
plywood factories were set up in the district of which one is
defunct. Only one is running but not satisfactorily, The
Iabourers are mostly casual and about 200 are employed

O1LD TIME INDUR
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during peak periods. There are four paddy husking units
of smell dimensions employing ¢ lubourers each. The Koch
Bihar State Press has been taken over by the West Bengnl
Government and is being run as s State Press.

_ After the influx of displaced persons some village
industries have been started by them sometimes with
Government assistance and  sometimes without such
nssistance. These include hand-loom weaving, shoe making,
conch-shell industry, paddy-husking machines, bidi making,
b:ass and bell metal industry, oil pressing, wheat-crushing,
ete.

There is a tea garden in the district adjacent 1o Falakata.
One hundred labourers work here. The authorized capital
is Rs. 5,00,000,

The district is still deficient in industries for lack of an
adequate infrastructure. Tt is wanting in raw materials,
mineral resources, organized markefs and marketing
facilities. There is no big industry licensed under the
Industries (Development and Regula*ion) Aet, 1951, and
there are only a few small factories registered with the
Chief Inspector of Factories, West Bengal. The small
industries aro still mainly concerned with bidi-making,
handloom weaving, bamboo crafts, printing press, eanp
products, wheat grinding, rice husking mills, bakery, ete.

The total number of small scale industrial units registered
with the Directorate of Cottage and Small Scale Industries
in the district are 560 as on 10 July 1972, while the
unregistered units are estimated to be 13,000. The follow-
ing table shows the different categories of registered units
functioning in the district:

REQGISTERED SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIAL UNITS IN KOCH BIHAR
DISTRICT : 1972

Type Number

of units
Food products 81
Textiles 225
Beverage industries 8
Chemical and chemical products 22
Footwear and other wearing apparels 12
Woodwork other than furniture 53
Furniture 19
Metal products 18
Building materials 7
Tobacco products 24
Clay modelling 17
Printing and publishing 10
Miscellaneous 61
Total 560

- —————————

INDUSTRIES 87

The registered companies ‘get (1) loans under the Bengal
State Aid to Industries Act, (2) payment of subsidy in the
rate of electric power consumed by them through motors
up to 50 h.p., (3) payment of interest subsidy at the rate
of 2 per cent as grant-in-aid on loans up to Rs. 50,000 for
working capital, (4) recommendations to the commercial
banks for advances, (5) allotment of scarce and controlled
raw materials and recommendations for import  licence,
(6) assistance in marketing the products, (7) training to the
staff of the units, and (8). hire-purchase facilities for

machineries.

The following table shows the amount of loans advanced
to the registered small scale industrial units in the district
as well as in the Development Blocks in recent years.

LOANS DISBURSED TO THE REGISTERED SMALL SCALE
INDUSTRIAL UNITS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1967-72

Disbursing Authorities
Y

Deputy  District  Block Total
Commis- Industrial Develop-

sioner Officer ment
Officer
Rs. Re. Rs. Rs,
1967-68 46,950 7.000 11,000 64,950
1968-69 63,000 10,000 10,600 83,5600
1969-70 60,000 11,000 Nil 71,000
1970-71 89,100 10,000 10,000  1,09,100
1971.72 56,000 22,000 20,000 98,000

The total amount of loans thus disbursed comes to about
Rs. 4.27 lakhs in five years. The commercial banks also
advanced loans to the extent of Rs. 3.03 lakhs as on 31 March
1972 to the small scale industrial units.

The people of the district are born artists in bamboo
craft, bamboo replacing wood in every article of daily uge.
Bone to the extent of about 100 tonnes is also available in
the district every year, but there is no bone-processing
unit. Hides numbering about 90,000 pieces and skins
numbering about 2,50,000 pieces are available, but
for want of local markets all these are generally cousigned
to Calcutta through commissioned agents for disposal.
Ericulture is an important home industry of the distyict.
A Government office for rural demonstration and
propaganda work has been established in the district town
in 1963-64 to encourage the workers. The Sericulture office
there gives facilities of supplying disease-free eri-eggs to
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the rearers with a view to uncouraging them to produce
more cocoons in a scientific manner. %he following table
shows the production figures of eri in recent years in the
district.

PRODUCTION IN ERICULTURE INDUSTRY IN KOCH BIHAR
DISTRICT : 1866.72

Total production Total
of eri-cocoons  expenditure
Kgs. Ras.

1966-67 674 6,705
1967-68 590 9,762
1968-69 112 10,5665
1969-70 Nil 7,906
1970-71 30 10,213
1971-72 Not available 10,373

Handloom is also an important industry. Theenumber
of handlooms and workers was 3,955 and 6,192 respectivefy
in 1972. The weavers face difficulties in their work because
of high prices of yarn, dyes and chemicals in comparisor
with South Bengal. The yarn dealers charge Rs. 3 to Rs. 6
more for & bundle of 10 1bs. of yarn than the rate prevailing
in Calcutta. The sales depots of the West Bengal Smuall
Tudustries Corporation are, therefore, making arrangements
for the supply of yarn und other raw materials at competi-
tive rates to the weavers. The following table shows the
number of handlooms in different subdivisions of the
district.

NUMBER O HANDLOOM UNITS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT :

Number Number
of unite of Looms

Koch Bihar Sadar 765 1,540
Dinhata 95 400
Tufanganj 110 280
Matabhanga 115 180

Tobacco is the most important cash crop of the district.
The Wrapper and Hookah Tobacco Research Station,
Dinbata, have tried the production of the cigar wrapper
tobacco since 1952 and it is found that tobacco of very good
quality can be produced in the district. Such  wrapper
tobacco is mow produced in ubout 15 acres with un output
of about 270 mds. a year. Cigar filler tobacco of good quality
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is also produced in about 12.3 acres of land with a total -

ield of about 200 mds. a year, The State Government also
3(’)11;116(:1 s Training-cum-Production Centre in Dm}xata in
1966 for imparting training in the making of OCigar and
country cheroots. The centre has, however, been closed

down in 1968.

The main source of power in the district is electricity,
supplied by the West Bengal State Electricity Board. The
supply made by Koch Bihar Power House and Changra-
bandha Power House. a8 supplement to Jaldhaka Hydel
Project, is consumed mainly for domestic nurposes. The
capécit,v for generation of the Koch Bihar Power ‘H.Ollt?P is
28 MW of which 600 KW is taken away by Jalpaiguri for
Alipurduar Electric Supply and of the Changrabandha
Power House production of 576 KW, 240 KW is taken awav
bv Jalpaiguri for Maynaguri Flectric Supply. The total
consumption of the distriet in October 1971 was 401,681 KW
hours. The following table gives the average monthly

consumption of the district.

AVERAGE MONTHLY CONSUMPTION OF POWER IN KOCH BIHAR
DISTRICT: 1971

s . (Units)
Domestic 86,523
Commercial 1,61.823
Tndustrial 1,32,432
Street Yight 11,406
Water works 20,407
Total 4,01,681

h Bihar. Dinhata, Vetaguri. Dewanhat, Tufanganj.
Matlggg}x‘m?n. Mekhliganj,  Changrabandha, Haldibari and
18 villages of the district have been provided with electricity
which normally comes from the JTaldhake Hydel Project.
Tlectrified villages include Guriahati. Khagrabari, Khari-
mala-Khagrabari, Dewan-hat. Kamal, Phulbari. Baran-
china. Bhangri, Thuripara, Khanjabaladanga, eto. There
are also some diesel power houses which are put into
operation when there is o failure of power.

There is acute shortage of power and the demand for
unsatisfied power is as follows: Large Industrial Consumers
0.7 MW. Medium Industrial Consumers 1.2 MW, Small
Tndustrial Consumers 0.3 MW, Municipalities (for street
lighting, ete) 0.3 MW, Public Institutions (Schoals.
Colleges. Glovernment offices, Hosplt‘nla, ete.) 0.5 MW,
Domestic Consumers 1.5 MW, all totalling 4.5 MW.

A scheme is under consideration to take power from
Assam, '

There arc no labour and employers’ organizations worth
mentioning as modern industries have not yet grown.

12

Eleotnicity



CHAPAER VI

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE

Some sort of indigenous method of banking flourished

in the district when it was an Indian State.

easants and

men of small means used to deposit their savings with
merchants who in exchange met some of the daily needs

of the investors.
Kamala Bank was
It had paid

A full-fledged non-scheduled bamk nemed
opened in Koch Bihar on 1 July 1929.
-up capital and reserves between Rs. 50,000 and

Re. 1,00,000 at that time. The balance sheet of the Bank
during the late fifties shows the following (in thousands ol

rupees) :

Date of
balance
sheet

31-12-1968
31-12-1989

31-12-1958
31-12-1069

31-12-1958
31.12-1959

+ The State. Bank of Tundia
ing the assets and liabilities of the Bank fr

Paid up Reservos-

Deposits

oapita/

38 41
39 41

Other Balance
liabili- of profit
ties  or loss

18 4(3)
20 3(3)
Investments

Govt. Ot,her:

securt-
ties

46
47

Fixed Savings Current Others Total

.
51 31 78 4 1,02
51 29 92 5 1,77
* .
'_I‘ota} Cash Money Loans
liabili- at call and ad-
ties or In At and vances
asset8  hand banks short
notico
2,63 19 12 I 1,67
2,80 22 22 5 1,60
Premises No, of

and im-  Other offices  Dividend
movable  assots including  declared

property Head  (per ceut)
office

15 9 1 4501

15 9 1 4501

took over the business includ-
om 14 January

1967 by an order issued by the (overnment of Indj A
the State Bank of India Act of 1955, of Tndia undel

Facilities of finance through institutions are
and up to 1966 banking facilities were available o
district town.

of commercial banks,

company, Post Offices, ‘Life Tnsurance (
and a large number of money-lenders,

still poor,
nly in the

The present-day financial iustitutions consist

cooperative banks, Chit fund
sorporation of India
both registered and
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regl d. So long the cotnmercial banks were confined
:;u:f;%s;%ﬂn areas, g\‘vhile the tottering cooperative credit
societies operated in the rural areas. As the district has
considerable cash crop like jute and tobacco, credit facilities
in the rural areas are offered by big merchants, shopkeepers
and farmers acting as money-lenders to whom repayment is
made through the crop. The following table shows the
names of different commercial banks operating in the

district.

COMMERCIAL BANKS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT: 1072

Name of the area Location Name of the Bank
i ioi i tate Bank of India
Kogh Bihar Munioi- Koch Bihar g t,:t,e L ::;k gf nd} {;’
pelity (Pay Office).
United Bank of India
Central Bank of
India.
United Industrial
Bank Ltd.
Dinhata I Black Dinhata State Bank of Indis
Tufanganj Block Tufanganj Central Bank of India
Matabhanga I Block Matabhanga Central Bank of India
Mekhliganj Block Mekhliganj Central Bank of India
Mekhliganj Block Changrabandha State Bank of India
Haldibari Block Haoldibari Central Bank of India

ommercial banks, including the State Bank of
Ind?ahec:t:; to the requirement of 1,18,000 people per
office 'as against an all-India average of 44,000 people per
office. The commercial and cooperative ’banks togethpr
office. | population of 94,000 per office. The commercial
banks including the State Bank of India through all their
branches had a total deposit of Rs. 288.95 lakhs on 31
December 1971. This amount consisted of Current, Savings
and Term Deposits of Rs. 60.64, Rs, 134.99 and Rs. 93.32
lakhs respectively. The average per capita deposits of the
commercial banks therefore worked out to 1s. 20.47 lakhs,
The following table shows the growth of deposits in the
commercial banks of the district in recent years:

GROWTH OF COMMERCIAL BANK DEPOSITS IN KOCH BIHAR
DISTRICT : 1969-71

No. of  Total Percentage
Date offices  deposits of annual
(in lakhs  growth

of Rs.) rate
81-12-1969 4 180:45
31.12-1970 9 211-80  +11-21

31-12-1971 10 288-96 --36-43
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As against the deposits fhe credit structure of the
commerecial banks including the State Bank of India stood:
at Rs. 56.38 lakhs on 31 December 1971. 'The comiuercial
banks also gave financial assistance to the extent of
Rs. 14.33 lakhs and Rs. 34.03 lakhs as on 31 December 1969
and 31 December 1970. The commercial banks also made
advances to agriculture and small scale industries to the
extent of Rs. 4.88 lakhs and Rs. 3.03 jakhs respectively on
31 March 1972.

" A Chit fund company named Nirmal Chit Fund Co. Ttd.
also operates in the district town.

There are two cooperative banks in the district, namely,
Cooch Behar District Central Cooperative Bank Litd. and
Cooch Behar Cooperative I.and Mortgage Bank Ltd., both
having Head Offices in Koch Bihar. The former has two
branches, one at Matabbhanga within the district and the
other at Alipurduar in the Jalpaiguri district, &t provides
short-term loans to the mewmbers of cooperative societics for
agricultural activities during the seasons and for marketing
of crops. It also renders usual batking service to  both
members and non-members, The Cooch Bebar Cooperative
Land Mortgage Bank Ltd. provides medium-torm founs {o
the members of cooperative societies for reclathation eof
lands, construction of ringwells or cattle-shed, etc., and also
long-term loans for 7 to 15 years to the extent of Rs. 700 to
Rs. 26,000 to individual members through the Primary Land
Mortgage Banks for reclamation of lands, redemption of old
debts, purchase of agricultural implements like puinp-sets,
power tillers, tractors, etc. and for sinking shallow tube-wells.

The deposits of the Cooperative Bank in recent years
were as follows :

DIPOSITS IN C(')OPERATIVH BANK IN KOCH BIHAR DINTRICT :

1069.71
Carrent  Sav'rgs Term Pereentage
Date (in lakhx  (in lakks  (in lakls  of annual
of Re)  of Re)  of Rs) growth
rate
31-12-1969 2-86 9.22 0-58
31-12-1970 3-09 10-33 0-69 +11-45
31-12-1971 3-43 9-55 1-40 +1-91

The per capita deposits therefore, comes to Rs. 1.02.

The West Bengal State Cooperative Bank issue loans to
the Central Cooperative Bank for financing short-term loans
for'agr.lcultum.l activities during the seasons, The sum is
ordinarily received from the eserve Bank of India ag
R per cent below the Bank rate

on the guarantee of the *
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ent. The Central Cooperative Bank in theu-‘
?::xtle d%?)‘:f:sl:smlonns to the individual memberi thr:lughStg;t;
affilinted primary societies. The West : ex(ljg State
Conprsie Bunk uals shags, he O, b
cumk an bRt o e Rese India. The Central
of borrowing from the Rescrve Bmllxk of In o e e
Cooperative Bank in their turn charge a aximun of <3

: le rate of borrowing from the

(I))fe rI;:ilil:. alﬁ.{‘)l‘:?st Bank normally dlsburnl;a floltalms infortatb}}s
cultivation of jute, tobacco and paddy. ’Il‘] e (()) ::'vati%e able
shows the amount of advances made by the coop tive and
commercial banks in recent years which were outst: g

on the dates mentioned:

COOPERATIVE BANK ADVANOES TOWARDS ‘AGRIC;JILTURE
OUTSTANDING IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1968-

\ By By
Cnope ra- Tand
Date tive Bank Mortgage
Bank
Res. Rs.

24,33,000  7,92,000
31,92,000  8,28,000
34.72,000 10,14,000

31.12-1009
31-12.1970
31-12.1971

"There are two types of cooperativP credit Txocietlef; ;n
the district, namely agricultural cf'edlt c.ooperafll‘\l;e ;z:z;
and non-agricultural credit cooperative society. '01' e
raises funds through shares purchased by indiv e
members and government and also tlu-ougl.l borrowu}zgs :; e
from the Central Cooperative Bauk, and l_n‘v?:tﬂ lt a‘: it
by granting loans to the members for agn&q"ure; nd,q s
and for marketing produces. Tl}e latter raises fu t;} N
members through shares, deposits, borlrowmgs, ete,
supplies credit to itse members for normal use.

i i tive societies in the

h e 50 industrial coopera ‘
dist'x]':‘ic:r:vlr:se working capital is formed of.the haresfand
deposits of the members as also the borrowings made from

government and other agencies.

tive movement in the district started only

The coopera rmer State with the Indian

in 1961 after the merger of the fo
Union.

In 1951, there were only 1 Agricultural ’Credit. 1 non’-
Agricultumi Oredit, 2 Farming, 1 Fishermen's, 6 Weavers
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and 2 Multipurpose societies in the district. The followin
table would'show how the number of societies as also thi
types have increased in recent years.

COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN COCH BIHAR DISTRICT :

107¢0-71
Dor-  No, o
Type of sociotic No. of mantor T;lembefr- {Lu thousand rupees)
cietivs socicties defunct  ship  Paid up Rese
(Actual) share nndw" 31)&90' .Lgans
capital other vnnn:g.
funds (Short)
term
Central bank
an L 442 769 162 1,300 1,039
Land mortgage bank® 1 1,008 7% b
'
Agricultural credit 417 170
43,000 1,044 71
428 1,014
Employees’ crodit 14 1 o785 )] 1 '
8
Giraln hanks 10 2 1,203 14 107 9
62
Marketing societies 14 4 6,845 489 18
v /01
Processing socleties 1 109 362 o 28
Farming socjeties 7 121 E 48
Fishery socletics 6o 2,824 09 35
Wholesale consumers’ 1 2,051 189
Primary consumers’ 10 14 2,066 32 27
- -t
Weavers’ socleties 19 9 1,262 30 140 51
J
Powerloom 8 1 a8 17 b 15
. 9
Other industries 11 10 241 10 & 42
Transport socleties 4 3 361 49 26
Noneagricultural Non-credit 18 708 40 12
Cooperative union 1 87
Liquidation sosiotios 382
Housing socictics 3 50

*made a iong-term advance of 200 thousands of rupees,

The district has made good i
1971 8o far as the depositg witirogt;f: s :’I:i‘:)if t{Iile year
agencies are concerned. The deposits went v na?cm}
Rs. 40.52 lakhs in 1970 to Rs. 99.02 lakhs ip 1971p ik
come ma:inly from the urban sector. Life T which
Corporation of India is, however, taking away “ﬂ: r;(r::s

°

- Rate of growth of deposits
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amount of the deposits. Theé progress of activities of Life
Insurance Corporation of India can be understood from the

following table: .

ACTIVITIES OF LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA IN
KOOH BIHAR DISTRICT: 1967-72

Year Numberof Sum Premium
policies  assured collected
(in lakhs (in lakhs

of Rs.) of Rs.)

1967-68 3223  160-40  33-42
1968-69 3319 159-07  33-78
1969-70 3217 147-66 3410
w0 3479  183-44  84+0l
1071 72 3,507  226-23 Not avail-
¢ abl2

The following table shows the savings in the Post
Offices of the district in recent years.

THES POST OFFICES OF KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT :

BAVINGS IN
1969-71

19GY 1970 1071

Number of Savings Bank Ac- 43,137 47,389 45,415

“counts

Deposits in Savirgs Barks ('r  291-44  318-21  332:46

lakhs of Rs.)
9-18%  4-489%

value of National Savings Ceiti- 18-13 8-76 16-31

ficates sold (in lakks of Rs.)

The per capita deposit in the Post Office Savings Bank
account comes to Rs. 23.65 und the per capita contribution
to the National Savings Certificates comes to Rs. 1.08
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The district is an agricultutal one, yvet it is deficient in Trade and

food grains. Whatever is grown, is consumed within the
district. The main export consists of cash crops like jute and
tobacco, while the main items of itnport are rice, pulses,
vegetables, spices, oils, wheat, sugar, iron and steel materinls,
cement. coal, etc., worth Rs. 10 crores a year. The following
table shows the volume of import of some important items
made by the district from other districts of the State or from
other States.

IMPORTS OF FOODGRAINS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1971

Commodity Quantity Value
(in tonnes)  (in Rs.)
Dry chillis - 450 18,00,000
Gur 600 10,80,000
Jute 4,000 48,00,000
0il 4,000  2,00,00,000
Onion 16,000 11,30,000
Paddy 1,000 8,00,00C
Potato 1,000 10,00,000
Pulses 1,000 72,00,000
Rire 1,000 12,060,600
Salt 4,500 5,00,000
Sugar ' 630 17,87,500

Wheat 3,000 24,00,000

The volume of cxports of jute and tobacco is as follows:

Tonnes Rs.
Jute 914,000 11,28,00.060
T ;hacen 3,920 2,38,80,c00

The following table would further show the volume of
export of cash crop by railway wugons in the district in
recent years.

oImmerce
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NUMBER AND VALUE OF WAGONS LOADED IN SELECTED
RAILWAY STATIONS OF KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1968.72

1969-70 1970-71 1971-72
Name of  Princifal
station commo- No. Approx. No. Approx, No. Approx.
dittes of wa- value of wa- value of wa- value
gons gons gons
Ras. Rs, Ras.
Cooch Behar Jute 400  37,32,960 566  50,76,500 694  B57,69,87%
New Cooch Jute 1,208 4,15,36,000 683 2,18,56,000 1,222 4,05,28,000
Behar
Tobacco 122 1,28,42,000 77 41,890,400 52 57,20,000
Hides 21 6,03,000 10 3,01,600 16 4,06,%00
Timber 37 1,11,000 20 87,000 31 98,000
Mincella- 224 60,060,000 81 40,060,600 255 67,00,000
neous
Dowsnlint  Jute 110 16,560,000 228 88,456,000 87  18,05,000
' Dinhatn Jute 1,678  2,61,70,000 879 1,18,35,000 1,086 1,62,75,000
Votaguri Jute 108 28,160,000 138 16,660,000 96 1,14,000
Bemanhet  Fue 528 7,84,000 310 4,656,000 248 8,68,000
(thokshae Jute 25 8,758,000 16 84,620 12 72,320
dangs )
Jorsi* Fute 19 18,227 21 15,269 108 04,858
Timber 181 7,507 379 2,835,066 273 2,12,749

*Including Broadgauge and Metregauge wagons. The rest are on Broadgauge wagons.

The imports are mainly financed by banks and similar
institutions, the centres of import trade being Koch Bihar
town, Dinhata, Haldibari, Mutabhanga, Mekhliganj and
Tufanganj. The bulk of the export trade, on the other hand,
is financed by money-lenders, though the cooperative
marketing societies are now muking some progress in this
respect, A list of inportant market places has been given in
Appendix A.

Orderly marketing of agricultural produce is of paramount
jmportance in a growing economy where production is steadily
inrceasing ond prices wre subject to fluctuations. The
efficiency of the marketing system depends on chaunelizing
the growers’ surplus to consumers at reasonable prices, having
due regard to the muargin and costs involved in the process
without burdening the consumer and ensuring remunerative
prices to the grawers to induce them to produce more. To
attain hoth the objectives, the Marketing Branch of the State
Agriculture Directorate has formulated a few schemes for
implementation in Koch Bihar district along with other

" districts.

Regulation of markets: There are nearly 136 primary

-and secondary markets in Koch Bihar district. Out of these -

there are 10 important wholesale market through which
nearlv 80 per cent of the growers’ marketed surplus of

" principal crops like rice, jute, tobacco, mustard seeds, pulses

are marketed. Out of the ten wholesale markets, only five
markets, e.g., Dinhata, Haldibari, Matabhanga, Gossanimari-
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hat and ‘T'ufanganj have initially been s¢lected for bringing
under the purview of the Market Regulation Act, Regulated
Markets are considered to be the most important institutions
in the field of orderly marketing. They nos only provide
certain legal protections to the producers in the process of
marketing their produce, but also provide a variety of
amenities and facilities needed for the smooth flow of the
growers’ surplus and for strengthening the economic position
and bargaining powers of the producer-sellers.

Market Reforms: This programme includes granting of
long term loans to the private market ownerg and also to the
markets owned by statutory bodies, e.g., municipalities, etc.,
to develop and remodel their markets on standard lines so as
to give better marketing facilities to the grower-sellers. The
Koch Bibar Municipality has been granted a sum of Rs. 50,000
as loan for improvement of the Bhowanigan] market.
Another loan of Rs. 10,000 has heen granted to the Dinhata
Town Committee for improvement of (indribazar, A proposal
for granting of a second loan of Rs. 20.000 to the same
committee for meeting additional costs of improvement of
Gudribazar is under consideration of the Government.

Grading and Standardisation: With a view to developing
quality consciousness at the producers’ level for ensuring
better price for quality products, it has heen considered
necessary to introduce grading. A grading centre is
functioning at Dinhatn (Chowrahat) to induce the arowers,
traders and others to propagate the teehniques of grading of
tobacco, jute, etc. Another peripatetic jute grading unit
with headquarters at Jalpaiguri covers the jute growing belt
of the Jalpaiguri-Koch Bihar districts with the objert of
developing quality consciousness at the producers’ lavel.

Market Intelligence: Markot intelligence  data  from
seven Market Tntelligence Centres, viz., Koch Bihar. Dinhata.
Tufanganj, Matabhanga, Mekhligani, Pundibari. Bakshirhat
in respect of paddv. rice. ute, tobacco. mustard seeds are
supplied to the Economic and Statistical Adviser to the
Government of India and alao to the State (Government on
weekly and dailv basis which are ntilized for comnilation of
National Statistirs and State Price Bulletine and also for
loeal broadeast over the A1 Tndia Radio.

... Further periodieal roviews of the marketing situation of
_.dlﬁe{éht'cro,x)s‘ are . prépared for circnlation among the
Jeading "growers, Anchal Panchayats, Block Development
Officers 50 as to enable the growers to plan their production
and marketing activities, "

. M‘ark,et Etxtenpmn Semce '_ 'I‘hxn “sbhéx.lxé : e'nvina es
~selection - -of v_illa;g‘gs- in’: .phases hy -the 'Sli.bdiviaioga‘]
i&{gr;(ctﬂfural Marketing Officors! and District ‘Agricnltural

arketing Officers. Growers of these villages are econsulted

;mgletfmir marketine difficulties and helped ont ns far ns
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Movement Programme: Every year a detailed rail
movement programme is drawn up by the local marketing
officers for jute in consultation with the dealers and growers
concerned and also the N.F. Rly. authorities and a strict
implementation of the programme is ensured. Such planned
movement ensures prevention of transport bottlenecks and
resultant losses to the growers and intermediaries.

Market Research: This includes commodity marketing
surveys, studies in respect of price variations, marketing
margins, marketing costs, price-spreads, marketable surpluses,
distribution and utilization of agricuitural produce and alsg
other problem-oriented studies. They are conducted by the
local marketing officers in close collaboration with and under
the guidance of the Market Research Section at the

‘headquarters.

Fruit and Vegetable Preservation and Processing: The
district grows a number of seasonal fruits and vegetables, viz,,’
guavas, cabbages, cauliffiowers, tomatos, etc., in good
quantities. The Marketing Department has arranged for
processing and preservation of these with the help of a
peripatetic Fruit Preservation-cum-Training Unit with head-
quarters at Jalpaiguri to avoid an%_possiblg seasonal glut and
fall in prices of these crops. he unit offers training
facilities in fruit and vegetable preservation to the housewives.

Warehousing Regulation: The warehouses of the West
Bengal State Warehousing Corporation and of the Central
Warehousing Corporation in the district are licensed under the
Act s0 that they can issue warehouse certificates to the grower-
depositors against which the latter get bank advances. Duties
of the local officers are, however, confined to periodical
inspection of the warehouses and also to induce the growers to
take advantage of the storage facilitics and the easy bank
credit. Warehousing facilities are available at Dinhata,
Tufanganj and Koch Bihar.

A list of fairs and festivals appears in Appendix B.

APPENDIX A

LIST OF HATS AND MARKETS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT

Name of Market Police Station . Type

‘A’ Class Markets :

Koch Bihar Koch Bihar Wholesale and retail
Pundibari Hat Do Do
Chowra Hat Dinhata Do .
Tufanganj (Ranirhat) Tufanganj Do
Bakshir Hat Do Do
Haldibari Assembling Haldibari Do

Centre
Matabhanga Hat Matabhanga - Do
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LIST OF HATS AND MARKETS IN OOOH BIHAR-——conid.

Name of Market

‘B’ Class Markets :
Dodyer Hat
Ambari Hat
Okrabari Hat
Sahebginj Hat
Gossanimari Hat
Bhetaguri Hat
Haldibari Hat
Sitai Hat
Mekhligan;
Sitalkuchi Hat
Meokhliganj Hat
‘Gosair Hat
Matabhanga Market
Changrabandha Hat
damaldahy Hat
Ranir Hat
Dhapra Hat

‘C’ Class Markets :
Dawaguri Hat
Nilkuthi Hat
Nayarhat (Ghugumari)
Rajar Hat
Chhotamahadev Hat
Abutara Hat
Baneswar Hat
Mahishkuchir Hat

Police Station

Koch Bibar

Do
Dinhata

Do

Do

Do
Haldibari
Sitai
Mekhliganj
Sitalkuchi
Mekhliganj
Sitatkuchi
Matabhanga
Mekhligan;j

Do

Do

Do

Koch Bihar

Do

Do

Do
Tufanganj
Dinhata
Koch Bihar
Tufangan;j

Type

Wholesale and retail
Do
Do
Do
Do
Wholesale
Whole8ale and retail
Wholesale
Retail
Wholesdle
Do
Do
Retail
Wholesale and retail
Do
Do

Do

Do
Do
Retail
Wholesale and retail
Retail
Do
Wholesale and retail
Do
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LIST OF HATS AND MAKKETS IN COCH BIHAR-—contd.

Name of Market

)

Shyamganjer Hat

Barokodali Baromaha-
dev Hat

Harir Hat

Nagur Hat
Dhalpal Hat
Buribamunir Hat
Suhub.or Hat
Aludhowa Hat
Deocharai Hat
S;\rk.er Hat
Bainbhut Hat
Klinagar Hat
Kholtar Hat
Pakrar Hat
Mahishbathan Hat
Suktabari Hat

Dewan Hat
Gobrasara Hat
Tapur Hat

Kalika Bazar
Khﬁg):jda ngs Naya

'Dompm-er Hat
Akulpasari Hat
Kochabari Hat
Rakhalmari Hat
Chilkir Hat

Police Station

Tufunganj
Do

Do
Do
Do
Do

Sitalkuchi
Tufanganj
Koch Bihar

Do

Do

Do

Do

Do
Dinhata
Koch Bihar

Do

Do

Type
Retail

Wholesale and retail

Retail
Wholeso le and retail
Retail-cum-wholesale
Retail
Do
Retail.-cum-wholesale
Retail
Wholesale and retail
Rotail
Do
Do
Do
Wholcsale.cum-retail

Do

Do
Retail
Do
Do
Do

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
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Name of Market

Thaneswar Hat

Ghugumeri Nagar Hi t

Patlakhawa Hat

Putimari Fuleswari
Hat

Natun Basir Hat
Katamari Hat
Kashiabari Hat
Dhangdhingguri Hat
Khattamari Nayer Hat
Dobiganjer Hat
Dhulia Hut

Kishir Hat

Boolmari Hat
Kashiabari Hat
Nimajkhana Hat
Dewanganj Hat

Bholar Hat
(Bhola village)

Nishigan) Hat
Ratherdanga Hat
Buriganj Hat
Akrar Hat
Faltur Hat

KXhattimari Premer-
danga Hat

Ghoksadanga Hat
Gumani Hat
Hazrar Hat

Polico Station
Koch Bihar
Do
Do
Do

N\

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Mekhliganj
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

Matabhanga

Do
Do
Do

Typo

Rotail
Do
Do
Do

Do
Do
Do
Do

Wholesale and retajl

Do
Do
Retail
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LIST OF HATS AND MARKETS IN COCH BIHAR—contd.

Name of Market

Suknadighir Hat
Khaltimari Hat
Giladanga Hat
Gourbairagi Hat
Sareyadanga Hat

Nazer Hat (Panigram)

Dhirebad Hat
Siber Hat
Marunga Hat s
Tar ganjer Hat
Dak:;,ter Hat
Samgerbari Hat
Baramaricha Hat
Barakaimuri Hat
Shibpur Hat
Paglar Hat
Lalbazar Hat
Nayor Hat
Burir Hat
Nazir Hat
Kochabari Hat
Chowdhury Hat
Falta Hat.
Natkabari Hat
Gitaldaha Hat

Gudri Market

Police Station

Matabhanga
Do.
Do
Do

Sitalkuchi
Do
Do

Do
Dinhata
| Do
Do
Do |
Do
" Do
Do
Do

Do

Type
Retail
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

Do
Wholesale and retail

| Retail
Retail and wholesale
Do
Do
. Do.

Do' ’
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" LIST OF HATS AND MARKETS IN COCH BIHAR—s concld. } § §
Name of Market  Polioe Station Type é, % s ,‘; v § §
- 3 " B -
Taraganj Hat Dinhata Wholesale and Retail E g N - § % -
=31 3 v
Notafala Hat Do Retail &% w -
Matal Hat Do Do
‘ & @ o ®
k) 2, 3 - S
Badur Hat Do Do 3 3 2 3 i g 2 3
b —y
Baradungs Hat Do Wholesale and retail <+ = - ~
Bairagir Hat Sitai Retail .E.
&
Giridhari Hat Do Do g g
&
Nazar Hat Do Do E é
] 2 a g
Barthar Hat Do Do S ) 2 o ¢ ¢ o > E s 5 2
S g 9, £ K K g" B g ‘= 2
Kitu Hat Do Do 5 g o 2 8 % B & B 8 E £ 5 B
: L FRLZiREzioeiEA
Nagar Hat (Adabari) Do Wholesale snd retsil - :Jé = 5 ;2 o 5 & E 5 & @ =
Haribaler Het Do Retail o .
x (]
Paglar Hat Do Do -
= : 5 3
Garad Hat Tufangan;j Do u E S 25 « &
= 2 = E o g 5 & 5 & & E‘-‘ 8 a g o
Chathh:lka Hat Do Do A 8?‘5 E R 3 & 2 E £ 2 5 A
(Natun Hat) a qé g < Mo A < O R ~
Bhalka Hat Do Do 5 2 'g s
a 2 .
Krishnapur Hat Do Wholesale v nd rete il b ;53. g E 2
= 5 §E . &£ £ 2
0ld Tutanganj Hat " Do Do o . 2 5 . 8 % 3 5 5 g
, e ¢ 2 £ . = % B
o & . - & ] 5 . & o 8 5 - E ,
Balarampur Hat Do Do . g S ' < E % é . 8 g
Chilakhana Hat Do Do = S a
Maruganj Ilat Do Do § @
Natabari Hat Do Do QZ ® - § a 3 g g & & §
Chandir Hat " Do Retail g =
< =
Nuﬁabhag Hat Do Do :E &
{Nalian Hat) c .§
12
< P
N. B.—The clessification of h: ts into A, B cnd C is hosed on <

the average volume of transrctions and the nverage rttendence.
14
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Rennell's Map
Old roads

CHAPTER VII
COMMUNICATIONS

The State Government of Koch Bihar provided the country
with a tolerably good system of rouds, All places of
importance in the neighbouring British districts were connect-
ed to Koch Bihar and all important villages and village marts
were connected with roads to the subdivisjonal headquarters
and to Koch Bihar, Moreover, the country had a net-work of
rivers which provided a system of communication in certain
seasons. :

The principal means of communication was onl along the
tivers in the early days. Buchanan Hamilton left o fine
account of the means of communication avuilable in the
district in his time. His account refers to the second quarter
of the last century. During rainy season when the rivers
swelled they could easily admit large boats to almost every
part of the district and small boats could easily make their way
to the interior villages. The imports and exports were mainly
carried out in the rainy season. Dry season was mostly
utilized in distribution of various articles from the” martscto
different market places. Most of the rivers were subjected to
only a limited navigation in the dry season. TFor conveyance
of goods from oné place to another, load cattle were used for
which no good or accessible roads were strictly necessary.
Almost all parts of the district were accessible by bullock
carts over a net-work of fair weather tracks only hetween
November and July. At the advent of rainy season all such
roads almost became impassable for wheeled trafic, Riverine
Communication or conveyance of goods at the back of the
cattle was the only course open for exports and imports during
the rainy season.

The map of Major Rennell of 1779 shows ten arterial
roads in Koch Bihar State as follows :

(1) A road starting from Koch Bihar northwards ¢rossed
the Kaljani (Surradingah—of Rennell) at Alipur-
duars and then proceeded to Chichakata.

'(2) A road starting from Sahebganj in the district of
Rangpur (now in Bangladesh) passed through
Gitaldaha and Dinbata up to Koch Bihar.

(3) A road taking off from Mowamari on the “Koch
Bihar-Gitaldaha road (No. 2 above) proceeded
eastwards through Balarampur apg crossing the
Yankosh at Khoribari went towards Dhubri.

(4) A road taking off at Mowamari from the Koch Bihar-
Gitaldaha road passed through Sowriguri, Saheb-
genj and Lolchapra and went to Parodanga in
Ba,,gam Bhitarbund in Rangpur district of

engladesh. A feeder road nggm Balarampur
joined this road at Sowriguri,

Korh Binar Head Post Office

North Bengal State Transport Corporation Headguarters, Koch Bihar



The tower in Koch Bilur auacket place

A tobacco fickd at Dinhata
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(6) A road starting from Xoch Biliar went south-south-
west throug '.Bogri'bari, Patharganj and Kaliganj
to Lalbazar and thence to Rangpur.

(6) A road from Byrthar in Sitai P.S. passing through
Lalbazar and Nepra and then through Sitalkuchi to
Kochabari whence it passed into Patgram P.S. of
district Rangpur and connected Sahebganj in
Mekhliganj P.S. \

(7) A road starting from Koch Bihar westwards through
Maynaguri, Bhot-hat, Jelemo and Kursamari to
Balarhat, This road passed through Patgram
P.S. and then connected Jalpes,

(8) A road starting from Chichakata in Western Duars
passed  south-west through Raychang and
Netanundy and connected Balarhat. ’

(9) A road tuking off from No. 8 above at Raychang
went southwards through Kolta, Bagmara,
* Jelemo, Taankumary to Nepra. :

(10) A road starting from Kanthalbari in Western Duars
passed west-south through Berubari, Changra-
bandha, Sahebganj and connected Dewanganj.

Changes in the course of rivers caused change in the
atignment of many of these roads. The alignment of road
from Q(italdaha to Alipurduars (Nos. 1 and 2) still follows
more or less the same alipnment as shown by Rennell. The
Koch Bihar-Mowamari-Balarampur-Kharibari road * (No., 3)
has somewhat changed its alignment. The road now goes
enstwards through Fulbari to Bakshirhat. These changes
were firstly due to change in the course of Raidak and
secondly due to the opening of Tufangani Suhdivision, The
Koch Bihar-Talbazar road vie Bogribari, Patharganj and
Kalizani has been abandoned due to changes in the courses
of the Singimari, the Buri Dharla and the Dharla. Portions
exist as village pathways. The Barthar-Talbazar-Nepra-
Sitalkuchi-Kochabari road is still in existence. The Koch
Bihar<-Maynaguri-Bhot-hat-Telemo-Kursamari-Balarhat  road
changed its alignment due to change in the course of the
Mansai and Pecame the Koch Bihar-Khattimari-Matabhanea.
Ralarhat road. The Chichakata-Raychang-Netanundy-
Ralarhat road and the Ravchang-Kolta-Bagmara-Jelemo-
Balarhat road are both abandoned. The Kanthalbari-Beru-
bari-Changrabandha-Sahebganj-Dewanganj road still exists,

Tn 1900 the following main yonds were in existence and
maintained by the Koch Bihar State:
(1) A road from Gitaldabha through Dewanhat, Koch
Bihar, Baneswar to Alipurduars. This is the
game as Nos. 1 and 2 of Rennell’s map.

Roads in 1900

(2) A road from Koch Bihar to Tufanganj eud passing

on to Kharibari. |

'(3) A road from Koch Bihar eastwards through Ghora-
mara and Fulbari to Taukuthi and then turning
north and passing through Mahishkuchi to Ggrade
hat (Guard-hat). ,
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(4) A road going north from Ghoramara to Natabari.
A road from Bareswar eastwards connected at
Natabari,

(8) A road from Koch Biha; through Rajarhat west-
wards to Pundibari whence a branch went north-
wards to Patlakhawa? forest, while the main road
went westwards through Chokhekata and Giladanga
to Moranga.

(6) A road from XKoch Bihar westwards through
Rajarhat, Khattimari, Matabhanga to Balarhat.

(7Y A road from Koch Bihar southwards through
Rasidanga to (Gossanimari and thence to Sitai. A
branch went westwards to T.albazar and then to
Sitalkuchi. This is nearly the same road as No. 6
of Rennell’'s map with a changed alignment,

(8) A road from Koch Bihar through Nishiganj hat and
Sibpur to join the Matabhanga-Sitalkuchi road.

(9) A road from Giladanga going soutt through
Matabhanga to Sitalkuchi.

(10) A road from Mutubhanga to Nishiganj to join No. 8
above,

(11) A road from Matabhanga to Falakata through
Chokhekata. L. 3

The network of Koch Bihar Roads described above were
Joined with the network of roads in the distriet of Rangpur
(in Bangladesh) and through them with Caleutta, The road
Scheme of 1900 described nhove had also this objective in
view apart from opening up the interior of the country. The
partition of Bengal upset the fundamental scheme of the road
network of Koch Bihar.

The rivers in Koch Bihar mainly flow from north to south.
Any road running cast to west would, therefore, needs
crossing of these rivers and the large number of channels and
deserted beds of these rivers. The original Koch Bihar
Scheme was, therefore, to construct roads mainly in the
north-gouth direction and establish connexions with the road
systems of Rangpur on the one hand and of the Western

uars on the other, to utilize the river crossing {acilities
existing in these districts and establish the east-west com-

munications by a circuitous route. With the partition this
scheme was completely upset.

The major task facing the Government of West Bengal
after the merger of Koch Bihar was to provide communication
between Koch Bihar the district headquarters and all the
subdivisional head quarters. Of the four outlying sub-
divisions, only Tufanganj lying on the road to Dhubri was
connected with Koch Bihar by a metalled road. The
communication with Dinhata was easily established: the
distance was short and the only river to be crossed, the Torsa
(a weak stream here after bifurcation at Barabhita), was

1The portion of this road' f&)m Koeh —t;h t% h ibari t tl-_-'
khawa forest is now National Highway No. 3;‘.’ ronkh Pundibari to Patla
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idged by the rail-curg-road bridge. The Gitaldaha-
%h(;?:?xdy ]I;Ii';g%-Raj{rhat-Khattimari-Ma@ab anga road. The
rosd was improved and connected with N.H, 31 at Koch
Bihar. A section of N.H. 31 passes through the district
touching Koch Bihar town. The Jalpaiguri-Siliguri State
Highway is extended up to Haldibari arll Dewanganj hat.
The two real problems after the merger were to connect;
Matabhanga, the largest of the subdivisions pavxgg the
richest tobacco fields, and also to connect Mekhliganj. The
Koch Bihar State had started work on the improvement of fhe
Koch  Bihar-Rajarhat-Khattimari-Matabhanga road. The
embankment had been made and small stone boulders already
spread to consolidate the embankment.

i ‘ Iready

Koch Bihar State ‘Government had a d
'omvtg?tigdﬂ:ﬁemselves 1o the improvement of the.road via,
(Khnttimnri the West Bengal Governtr)ngdnt ct?xnm’lll‘l:ga ﬂ;:

j i there was a proposal to bridge the .
%rl?x:?tc;ng?g B?xt the turbulent Torsa made thig 8pro'31$3};:t
impossible and the scheme had ﬁo]?ﬁ.abaqd?azd ;3 li?n?m:ove :
izinal i connecting Mekhligan] A
ggﬁ;ggl 01;1 etahem:'l([atabhalngza,égﬂad.';27‘17@'1391.l zﬁqd ar;dogzetkien lsietvg
8 purp

Jamaldaha and Changrabandha. Ml is p e
i tabhanga to Jamaldaha

the construction of the road from ) atabl 2h
i ted in 1960, When the
had started in 1965 and‘ was comple Ry oy e the
ject win Khattimari to Matabhanga had to be
;%%idgfggcthe metalling of the aligrnatn;gﬁrgoaeg ot;;‘aé I\Z;sle;g-?:;}
was taken in hand in 1959-60. From ..] ]~ t construe

i d from Matabhanga to Falakato was starfe
R(l)ln tgz‘z;hgo;%: have been completed an%‘ 'Mfll;hhg:?n}n? ng:ve

ded i Itornative  ways.  Firstly, ¢ .
;I)Qt‘:\%}(\ggglttrzT xtt‘;vn(;ﬂd:ha-ﬂh angrabandha rogdt };th‘f]ﬁ e(;'“%‘vﬂihz
i sai, at Matabhanga and the y the
ﬁg:;l{:f‘u?éut-}]';ullz{ﬁ;t?lroad along the left bmpk of the Ma::iig}ll
R o ool R B, o
Matabhanga and then praceedin gram in, angladesh
i migration Road West. e _

;%k?towﬁl;‘:rtht%wp‘:lmﬁth Dhubri in. Assam, vassl:ng'h bg lt;'x;
: Cth olf Balarempur and crossing the San o'?‘he Iguxa
%lf bari, is known as Emigration Road Eas_t. ahe Bux:
%ru . t‘s Koch Bihar town with Buxa via m‘mibu !
'Ii‘cl)ﬂa I?\?l?\ffh} road connects Koch Bihar town with Fulbart,

Buxiganj and Mahishkuchi. . . .
g 1] king of the headquarters of the' pohﬁe stﬁtigﬁs vzxntg
therl;lgeadg:xa?tgrs of the subdivision to which they belong

istri rs was next taken up. There

once zlhe' d‘Strflsgn}:e&q?;ﬁrrﬁfra t;a GossammarIl)i ;git EI:,?;

w'asliui O]m“::;. The portion of this roadTﬁrox;%d inhata via

;ga alarn ipto Sitai was first 1mpr0v§,d. 1e e
ttalkachi vi 1bazar to Gossanimari was Riso A

Sitalkuchi via La'baz on of the old road from

ted. The porti i in the
(t';‘i?arl%al?:a cto: g?:alknnhi via Matabhangs was improved

italkuchi, Thus Sitai P.S.
" " bhanga to Sitalkuch $
mmc?»?m?c??:l t?:{%)?nbaia and thrlj‘z\xa:%&:zgtgnﬁ;hgn:xelzla :&'
g & i oted to Matn i
::g fﬁiﬂkggh&:&;:gm and Dinhata to Koch Bihar on the
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other. From the opposite side of Mekhliganj across the
Tista a road was constructel to Haldibari police station.
From the same point opposite Mekhliganj the portion of the
old Dewanganj road was improved. 'lshis completed the basic
requirements of the district. The following roads  are
under construction®:

(1) Rajarhat-Gossanimari road;
(2) Fulbari-Chilkiguri road to Alipurduar;
(3) Bakshirhat-Garadhat road to Jorai; and

($ o diversion road from the Matathanga-damaldaha
road to Giladanga.

There was neither any District Board nor any TLocal Board
in Koch Bihar. From the date of merger the Government
of West Bengal in the Public Works Department took over
the maintenance of all the roads,  Apart from the important
district roads described abo.e. there are o number of viliage
kutcha roads which wre maintained by the Public Works
Department. '

In 1950, the district had hardly any road outside the town
of Koch Bihar along which motor propelled vehicles of eny
kind could move. The State had procured a few jeeps for
(rovernment use, and difficult areas were negotinted omn
elephunts and each Subdivisional Officer was provided with ‘un
elephant for official tours. The means of conveyance for the
ordinary man was the old bullock cars or boats. There were
u few two-wheeled carts drawn by small ponies, The well-to-
do people in the villages also kept horses to ride. The Koch
Bihar State had procured u few buses which were mainly
plied outside the State, that is, for trips to Bagdogra and
Siligurt and also un to Purnea in Bihar.  With the parral
improvement of the roads passenger bus service was started
between Koch Bihar and Matabhauga which terminated on
the left bank of the Mansai opposite Matabhanga. Two
other passenger bus services ran hetween Fulbari (Tufangani)
and Koch Bihar and Dinhata and Koch Bihar. The Koch
Bihar State Transport Organisation was taken up by the
Government of West Benwual und converted into the North
Bengal State Transport Corporation. The constitution of
North Bengal State Transport Corporation is given in next
para. All the passenger hus services are run by this
organization and no private operators have heen given any
licence. Af present buses are plying on all the improved
roads.  The total number of routes ure 28 with o fotal milenve
of about 700 miles plied by a fleet of 120 buses. The total

nuniber of goods vehicles registered in the district is 366.-

Goods vehicles registered in the districts of Jalpaiguri:
Dar]eel}ng and .Wgst Dinajpur have also been given primits
to ply in the district. The vehicles vegistered in Bihar and
Assam also ply. As there is no registration of bhullock carts
ngd cvcles.. their number cannot be given. Bullock carts are
still the primary means of transport of agrirultural produce
from the villages to the markets. There are  no  tramway

COMMUNICATIONS ' 119

or ropeway. In 1961, thd prlvate cars numbered 85, jeeps
84, motor cycles 191, public vehicles 163, goods vehicles 316
and others 49.

]

The North Bengal State Transport Corporation with its
headquarters at Koch Bihar serves the five North Bengal
districts, namely, Koch Bihar, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, Malda
and West Dinajpur. The earliest history of the Corporation
can be traced from April 1945 when the former Koch Bihar
Raj started a motor transport service with a fleet of 3 buses
and 3 trucks under its Second World War Reconstruction
Scheme. After the merger of the Koch Bihar State with
Wegt Bengal from January 1, 1950, the Government of West
Bengal took over control of this undertaking and extended its
operation. The North Bengal State Transport Corporation
wag subsequently established with the participation of the
Rajlway Board with eftect from April 15, 1860. It has a
Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a General Manager, a Chief
Engineer, >x Deputy General Manager and a Chief Accounts
Officer. It has 502 persons on its administrative, 2,734 on
traffic and 1,201 on mechanical and/or maintenance staff. It
incurred a total establishment cost of Rs. 1,55,60,096 in
1973-74.

Before 1876 there was no Railway within Koch Bihar
State. In 1876 the North Bengal Railway opened a station
at Haldibari. This line later became the main line of the
Eastern Bengal Railway connecting Calcuttap with Siliguri
and Darjeeling. But as Haldibari lay at the extrema
western end of the State, and the Tista intervened,
connection of Haldibari with the other places in the State was
not easy. Almost as a corollary to the road policy of Koch
Bihar, the State constructed a Railway line from Mogalhat
to Koch Bihar in 1894, The line was originally opened on
2 ft. 6 inches gauge. Between February and April 1910, the
line was converted into a metre gauge (3 ft. 38 in.). This
linked up Koch Bihar with the Railway system of the district
of Rangpur. At first the Railway stopped near Koch Bihar
town to the south of the Torsa. Later the line was extended
up to Alipurduars and to Jaintia in the Bhutan foothills.
The partition, however, upset the Railway system of Koch
Bihar more seriously than it upset the road system. In the
case of the Railway, the old Railway system -connecti
Assam with Calcutta lay through the district of Mymensing
and there was no Railway system to the north of Koch Bihar
district through which the Koch Bihar Railway could find an
opening. The communication through Haldibari Railway
Station was also snapped as the entire southern portion of
the route from Haldibari up to about Ranaghat lay in
territory thep forming Fast Pakistan. Thus until the Assam
Link Railway was constructed, Koch Bihar Railway remained
moribund. from Gitaldaha o branch Railway went through
Bamanhat to Dhubri. This branch was also cut at Bamanhat,
At present the Railway is working from Gitaldaha to Alipur-
duars, establishing a link with the Assam link portion of
North-East Frontier Railway, while the Bamanhat-Gitaldaha
section is working as a branch line. The recent opening of

North Bengal
State Transport
Corporation

Railways
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the broad gauge line from New Jalpaiguri to Jorai through
the northern part of the district has at jest provided a
satisfactory railway communication in the district. The new
railway line enters the district from Falakats in J alpaiguri
district ¢brough Gumanir Het apd pasges througlh Ghoksa-
danga to within 24 miles of Koch Bihar town. Then taking
& northward bend it passes close by Baneswar and leaves the
district near Alipurduar. This broad gauge system linking
with the old metre gange system hag provided a satisfactory
railway communication for fassengers a8 well as  goods,
This new railway line as well as the old Koch Bihar State
Railway are uow manmaged by the North-enst Frontier
Railway.

The rivers of the district and their nature have been
described in chapter 1. They are either rushing torrents in
the rains or limpid shallow streams in the dry season. They,
therefore, hardly provide any good inland navigation. Before
the partition some trade used to be carried on with the
southern districts in Kastern Bengal by these rivers. But
after the partition this hss altogether stopped. The Tista
defies navigation. The Mansai is partly navigable by small
boats from Giladanga to Matabhanga in favourable season
and under favourable conditions. The Torsa is not navigable at
all. The Dipa Raidak is Fm:ﬂy navigabls in favourable
season. There are no canals in the district for navigation.
The Koch Bihar State pravided an well organised system of
ferries and almost every river crossing along the roads
described were_provided with ferries which were under the
control of the Revenue authorities.

The important Ferries in the district ave:

(1) The Tista ferry at Mekhliganj,

() the Mansai ferry at Matabhanga,

(3) the Torsa ferry at Khattimari,

(4) the Giladanga ferry over the Jaldhaka,
(6) the Gosganimari ferry over the Singimari,

(6) the Dinhata ferry over the Dharle branch of the
Torsa, and

(7) the Sadar Ghat fersy at Koch Bihar over the Torsu.
Some ferries ‘were abolished due to bridging of the channels.
There are quite & number of small ferries of lesser importance.

The following are the important bridges in the district:

Number
. Hamilton truss bridge on N. H. 31

1

2. Ditto

3. Ditto

4. Truss bridge over the Kaijani

5. Bteel bridge over the Ghargharia
8. Wooden bridge on Jorai Road
1. Ditto

8. Ditto

"‘HHNNHmN
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g, Other minor bridges—
{a) Wooden bridge 70
(b) Conerete, byidge
{c) Steel bridge
(d) Iron bridge

~ e e

There are no steam launches nor any public transport by
water,

After the partition of India and till the Assam link portion Air ¢<anspors

ailway was constructed, the only means of egress
i(foth %ﬁh Bigar was the air transport. A few private
operators started air services for passenger and cargo
combined. At present the Indian Airlines Corporation are
running regulsr daily service to Koch Bihar. There were
small atrips in Koch Bihar, Tufanganj, Dinhata, Matabhanga
and Mekhliganj for small planes befors 1850. After 1950
the Koch Bihar airstrip has been enlarged.

. 1 Travel and
h Bihar does not have much to attract tourists. The Traveland
onlf ;clace of resl interest i» the ald capital and fort of oW facilities

amtapur at Gossanimari and ‘the Gossanimari Te{nple. There
ali'\ nopdkammmms in the district. The following are the
State-owned Circuit House and Inspection Bungalows:

" Description Location Controlling Authority
1. Cirouit House Koch Bihar«  Deputy Commissioner
2. Inspection Bungalow Koch Bihar Do
3. Dak Bungalow Matebhanga Subdivisional Officer?
4. Inspection Bungglow Iﬁﬁbﬁﬁ?‘g . Exeo{’x‘tivvve‘ %x?gineer,

Moranga Road

5. Dak Bungalow Mekhliganj Subdivisional Officer
8. Inspection Bungalow Haldibari Exeoutive Engineer
7. Inspection Bungalow Dinhata Do

8. Dak Bungalow Dinhata Subdivisional Officer
9. Inspection Bungalow Gossanimari Ezxecutive Engineer
10, Inspection Bungslow Natabari Do

11. Dak Bungalow Tufanganj Subdivisional Offcer
12. Rest House Tufauganj Executive Engineer
13. Inspection Bungalow Gitaldaha - Do

14. Inspection Bungslow Mahishkuchi Do

At Koch Bihar there are two Indian style hotels. There are
no travel agents or guides. ‘

16
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The Postal Administratioh of Koch Bihar district is under

Jalpaiguri Postal Division. Besides the Head Office at Koch

ggg:s.there are 20 Sub-Post Offices and 159 Branch Post

The following Post Offices have telegraph arrangements:

1. Koch Bihar Head P.O0. 8. Dinhate

2. Changrabandha 9. Matabhanga

8. Mekhliganj 10. Nishiganj

4. Bakshirhat 11. Sitalkuchi

5. Tufanganj 12. Dinhata Bazar

6. Baneswar 13. Sitaihat

7. Dewanhat 14. Haldibari

the%};:trifc%l:lowmg Telephone Exchanges are functioning in

Name of Exchange Capacity
Koch Bihar  (Auto) 400 lifles
Dinhata (Central Battery) 200 lines
Matabhanga (Auto) 50 lines
Tufangan] - (Auto) 50 lines
Mekhliganj (Auto) 50 lings
Hnld?bari (Auto) 25 lines

in

COEADT

There are 20 Sub-Post Offices and 159 Branch Post Off
the district under the Head Post Office (vide Ap;s)endi;c)?s

APPENDIX

POST OPFICES IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT
‘ Sub-Post Officen
Changrabandha

11. - Dinhata Bazar
Haldibari 12. Gossanimari
Mekhliganj 13, XKalika Bazar
Bakshirhat 14. Matabhanga
Bangchatra Road 15. Nilkuthi
Dewanhat 16. Nishiganj
Koch Bihar Bazar - - 17. Jamaldaha
Koch Bihar New Town 18, Sitalkuchi.
Balaierhat 19. Tufanganj
Dinhata 20. Pundibari

© P oo

9.
t0.
11.
12.
13.
14.
16.
16.
17.
18.

COMMUNICATIONS
Branch Post )Oﬂices

Padmati

Fulbari

Kheti
Fatehmamud
Saulmeri
Uchalpukuri
Kharkhari
Fulkadabri
Bhotepatty
Bhotebari
Helapakri
Jorepakri |
Kamat Changrabandha
Bara Heldibari
Buxiganj
Dewanganj
Hemkumari
'Kuchl}ibari

19. ® Nigtaraf

20.

2L’

22.
23.
24,
26.
26.
o1.
28.
29,
0.
31.
32.
33.
34,
86.
36.
31.
38.
89.
40.
41.
42.

.43.

Bhogmara
Chakchaka
Chilkirhat
Dumukhs Nayahat

Budherkuthi Dewanbash

Ghogerkuthi
Guriahati

Kharja Kakribari
Khuttimari
Krishnapur
Dawaguri
Dhangdhingguri
Patehara
Rajarhat
Bhildanga
Talliguri
Sajherpar Ghoramara
Rashidangs -
Sukhdhanerkuthi
Pasterjhar
Bhulki

Dhum Purbalashi

Kamat Seoraguri
Haribhangs

44.
46,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
61.
5.
b3.
64.
56.
66.
67.
b8.
69,
60.
61.
62.
63,
64.
66.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
78.
74.
6.
8.
7.
8.
79.

&

81.

REXBLR

Nazirhat
Panisala
Ruerkuthi
Putimari Puleswari
Salmara,
Pushnadangs
Moamari
Balakandi
Baranachina
Barasakdal
Choudhurihat
Gitaldaha
Gobrasars
Kalmati
Karala
Kishmat Deshgram
Koalidha
Khochabari
Sahebgan)
Kuchni
Matulhat

. Nondina -

Subachanir Path
Singimari Madnakura
Sukarurkuthi
Bhutkura
Hokadah No. 1
Baranatabari
Champta

Jatigara
Pakhihaga
Panikhawa
Sitaihat
‘Ashokebari
Agarkata Parodubi
Bairagirhat
Baragopalpur
‘Bhangamore
Bhawarthana
Bhogramguri

Bara Godaikhara

Chhota Salbari
Giladanga

123
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Branch Post Offices

87. Jatamari 123.
88, Jorepatki 124,
89. Kanfata 125,
90. Kesharibari ' 126.
91. Khalisamari 127.
92. Madhyam Madhusudap 128.
93. Mahishmuri 129,
94. Mahishcharu 130.
95. Pachagarh 131,
96. Panigram 132.
07. Shibpur 133.
98. Shikarpur 134.
99. Sutapara 136.

100. Andaran Pakhihaga 138.
101. Baramaricha 137.
102. Nagarlal Bazar 138.
103. Vetaguri 139.
104. Chilakhana 140.
105. Ghughumari 141.
106. Khagrabari 142.
107. ‘Maghpala 143.
108. Marandirkuthi 144,
109. Petla 1456.
110. Kowardara 146.
111. Joresimuli 147.
112. Patlakhawa 148.
113. Elajanerkuthi 149.
114. Airanichithaliya 160.
115. Bara Atiabari 161.
116. Bamanhat 162.
117, Deochari 168.
118. TUnishbisha 164.
119. Maruganj 166.
120. Kishmat Adabari 166.
121. Bakla 167.
122. Bhainskuchi 168.

169. Jamadarerbash

Falimari

Chhit Bara Lowkuthi
Ambari
Boklairmath
Charaljani
Chhat Barg Chowki
Khapaidanga
Kaljani
Siddheswari
Andaran Fulbari
Balaghat
Balapukuri
Devagram
Dhalpal
Dwiperpar
Harirhat

Salbari Tufanganj
Balabhut

Bara Salbari
Kholta
Silaghari
Gopalpur
Natabari
Marichbari
Pachkalguri
Jorai
Ghoksadanga
Nigamnagar
Gossairhat
Barakodali
Madhupur
Golenaohati
Dharanipur
Bagdokra
‘Jiranpur
Tapurhat

CHAPTER VIII

ECONOMIC TRENDS AND MISOCELLANEOUS
OCOUPATIONS

The Census of 1971 have returned only 284 persons per
1,000 as workers, of whom 82.6 per cent were agriculturists,
but the methods of cultivation are still orthodox. Although
tobacco and jute are produced in appreciable quantity,
there is mo curing factory-for tobacco and the little curing
that is done is intended ~for local use. Naturally, the
economic condition of the people is backward and their
standard of living is low. Although weaving of cotton
handloom cloths and gunny fabrics have made some progress
and there has been farming of some high-yielding varieties
of crop under (lovernment incentive, the economic trends
cannot be ‘seid to be shifting from agriculture to industry.

he number of warkers, however, compares favourably
wit}'f t?lat of the entire State, which is 283 per 1,000
Labour participation on the part of the females is lower
than the average for the State. While in_the State there
ai® 63 per 1,000 females as workers, in_ the district there
are only 27 per 1,000 females as wo::kers. T}xe _ Tecent
distribution of the working population In the district can
be gauged from the following ta le.

WORKING POPULATION IN KOCH BIHAR

DISTRIBUTION OF THE
' DISTRICT : 1871

Percen- Percen- Percen-

tage to tage to tage to
Male total Female total Total total

workers workers workers

Cultivators 2,65,029 60-23 6,028 32-86 2,71,067 67-57

jcultural
Agl:l{)’gurl:a;‘; 58,177 1520 2,081 11-34 . 60,258 - 15-02
Otvl;g:kers 59,501 15-57 10,238 55-80 69,820 17-41

: able shows that most of the workers in the
disttxl"il:a‘t5 :Bgv:n;'a od in agricultural avocations. While in
the State as & whole only 54 per cent of the total working
population are preoccupied with agriculture, in the district
such people constitute 82.6 per cent. Labour participation
is the highest in Sitelkuchi thana, followed by Mekhliganj
and Sitai thanas. A decade ago the picture of economic
trends or labour participation and {he like was almost
similar. In the 13 factories in the district 6529 workers were
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employed daily on the average in 1970; and in the same year
21 registered motor transport “undertakings also employed
a few persons in different categories of wori. The followin

table shows the average daily employment in selecte

industries of the district. ‘ :

AVERAGE DAILY EMPLOYMENT IN SELECTED INhUS'I:R[ES OF
KOCH BTHAR DISTRICT : 1966-70

Employment
Kind of
industry 1966 1067 1968 1969 1970
Bidi 69
Printing press 59 655 63 63 63

Motor vehicles repair 125 117 106 123 172

Plywood 18 112 103 92 80
Plantation 39 51 49 69 35
Rice mills snd oil 170 109 130 131 211
mills " ¥
Wood industry 28 27 25 23 18
Other manufactur- 19 23 36 38 41
ing industries
Total 558 494 510 520 669

Manufacturing industries which were not registered with
the Chief Inspector of Industries, West Bengal and are
practically small scale industries had the following level of
employment in the district in recent years.

EMPLOYMENT IN SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES IN KOCH BIHAR
. DISTRICT : 1065-74

Actual Target

1965-66  1968.69 1973.74

Number of units 12,910 13,556 15,249
Number of workors 64,900 68,100 76,700
employed '

R50 RS. Rﬂ.

Value of gross production  2,58,20,000 2,71,12,000 3,05,01,600
Value of investment 5,80,95,000 6,09,99,000 6,86,2¢,0¢0
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[ ]
A good number of tribal people are engaged in the eri
industry for ages. The following table shows the employ-
ment position in ericulture industry in the villages of the

district.

Number of persons
employed in village
rearing work

1066-67 174
1067-68 105
1068-69 20
J1069.70 190
1970.71 190
1971.72 190

° Ham;loom industry also employs 6,192 persons in the
district distributed among the cooperative and the private
gectors respectively to the extent of 1,172 and 5,020, The
number of handloom workers in different areas are as
follows: Posterjhar 1,000, Baisguri 200, Chakchaka 250,
Gairgur.i 160, Gurichati 800, Bharat Colony and Ram-
krishnapalli 1,200, Maghpala 100, all in Koch Bihar
subdivision; Dinhata 400, Nigamnagar 150, all in Dinhata
subdivision ; Tufanganj 300, Baxirbat 125, all in Tufangan;j
subdivigion; Nishiganj 125, Matabhanga 60, Ghoksadanga
100, all in Matabhanga subdivision.

According to Census 1971, the total workers numbered
3,90,502 in the district (3,79,064 males and 11,438 females).
The workers included (i) cultivators, (ii) agricultural
labourers, (iii) those engaged in livestock, forestry, fishing,’
hunting, plantations, orchards and allied activities, (iv)
mining and quarrying, (va) manufacturing, processing,
servicing and repairs (household industry), (vb) manu-
facturing, processing, servicing and repairs (other than
household industries), (vi) construction,  (vii) trade and
commerce, (viii) transport, storage end communication,
(ix) other services and (x) non-workers. The following table
shows the number of workers in different categories and
non-workers spread over the subdivisions of the district
during the Census of 1971.
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The following table shows the wages of the field workers
2 2 8 3 8 8 in the only tea estate of the district. ,
y 2 8 & & & ]
£ 8 g o g ® BASIC WAGE AND VARIABLE DEARNESS ALLOWANCES IN THE
S o ~ - o TEA PLANTATION OF KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1968.70
- .
Basic  Variable Total
= - © =t wage  dearness
M 5 8 8 31 i ] allowances
§ - s = ° Re. Rs. Re.
Mecn 1-4-1968 2:07 0-12 2:19
ig ] 2 1-4-1969 2.07 0-12 2-19
§" : % i g 8 2.9.1069 2-21 0-18 2-39
1-4-1970 2-30 0-18 2-48
4 5 %i g g § ;‘% g Women 1-4-1968 1-90 0-12 202
& - 1-4-1969 190 012 202
& 2.0.1969  2:04 018  2.22
z g c % s 8 g & | 1-4-1970 2-13 0-18 2.31
S g < 8 — Children 1-4-1968 1-13 0-66 1-19
-] 1-4-1969 1-13 0-06 1-19
-4 . ¢ . . .
< '§ o b3 g 2 3 o P 2-9-1969 1-20 0-09 1-29
a o7 P S SR 1-4-1970 1-24 0-09 1-33
L d .
Q
% -E The above wages were recommended by the Wage Board.
P @ -y (] ot [}
2 Q s §- $ 8 E 8 . E. The ‘Cost of Living Index in general shows how it has
B~ ® o o - gone up in recent years speclallg in the lower income group.
Z 3 Based on 1950, the Index was elow the base up to 1956 in
g all the income groups, while it was almost at par with the
g B 8 — ® = - 2 base in 1961 in two income groups, the other two still
3 recording lower than the base. The Index, however,
AL recorded accelerated figures since 1967 onwards.
., -
o = § g g g g g COST OF LIVING INDEX IN KOCH BTHAR DISTRICT : 195569
ﬁ o (Base : November 1950=100)
o
&3 All items combined
(=] . s =2 © =)
B a g 8 § & § 8§ Monthly
g <+ o ¥ = = exp;mdilture 1955 1956 1961 1967 1968 1969
eve
* (=} Iy
— g 8“ § % gi § (hs.)
€ 8 B B ¢ =8 1—100 76-3 852 045 1868 193:4 1716
o3 101—200 81-3 88-2 082 177-4 1841 169-1

201—350 - 82-3 88:6 098-4 172-7 180-2 168-1
351—700 86-4 91-1 100-8 161-8 161.8 159-0.

701 and
above 89-7 936 101-5 1514 1686 1641

District/
Subdivision

Koch Bihar
Mekhliganj
Matabhanga
Sadar
fnﬁnzani
Dinhata

1
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¥ood records sharply vising trends as will appear from the
following table. :

COST OF LIVING INDEX FOR FOOD "™N KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT
1855.69

(Base : November 1950 = 100)

Yecare
Monthly expenditure —————
level 1965 1961 1907 1068 1969
{Rs.}
L—1u0 8.4 6.1 1099 2066 172-3
201 —350 M4 80 W25 000 1759

The district being an agricultural oue, the high cost of
living must be telling upon the economic life of the people
specially upon the agr eultural labourers whose daily wages
were Its. 3.64 per male, Its. 3.27 per female and Ry, 2.0
per child in 1969-70 in the State agricultural farms,  The
adult males and females, however, received an additionnl
Re. 0.75 for apecial agricultural operations like ploughing,
harvesting, retting of jute, ete.  Payments at the privale
level in comparison to the aforesaid  rate in  (he public
sector must have heen much lower and  the plight of the
workers at that level can easily be surmised. In tﬁe cirenms
stances, the people become easy prey  ta the usurers.
Repayments of Ivans made {from Goverument agencies also
do not show amy relieving picture. The Hollowing  talie
shows the figures regarding different kinds of small Joans
and their revoveries made m 1971.72. The Tow perveentage
of recovery may paint to economic hankruptey on the part
of the loanees wha mainly vonsist of poor pariculturists.

ADVANCES QF SMALL LOANS AND RECOVERY IN KOUH BIHAR
DISTRICT : 1971-72

Amount Amount  Pereen.

Subdivision Kind of loin dis- re. t-goof
bursed  covered recovery
R, Rs,
Koch Bihar Sadar Aygricalture 76,000 10,332 0-40
Cattle purchese 15,000 9,984 0-R2
Perfilizer 13,780 4,600 053
Dinhata Awviculture $1,000 025 020
Cattle purchase 8,000 2423  1.28
‘ ~ Fortilizer 1,286,600 3840 .97
Matsbhanga ~  Agriculture BLOOOG 7171 ).x8
: ‘ Cattle purchase 51,000 4,130  2.89
4 - Fertilizer SO0 1,784 0-56
Mekhligan;j’ Agriculture 46,000 1,441 0-23
Cattlo pyrchase 10,000 ah8 028
Fertilizer 50,000 262 0-09
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Households incur debts s for various reasons, like
construction and repair of residences, meeting of social
obligations like marriages or death-rites, Derformance of
religious ceremonies and.treating patients in  the family.
The following table shows the average indebtedness in the
rural arens of the disirict in 1366 B.S,

Percentage  Average
of families indebtedness
reporting per reporting

family
Rs.
Loan outstanding at the 46-43 25687
beginning of the ycsr
Loan taken during the yesr 41-72 198.03
Loan repaid during the year 3717 109.02
outstanding atl the

L(:?nr:l olfltthe yomfg 62-14 25876

The Census of 1961 returned 20,401 persons out of
2,92,293 as non-workems in the 15-59 age-group amongst
males.

There is only one Employment lixchange in Koch Bihar
losated af Hridaya Nibash, Ashram Road, P.O. and District
Koch Bihar which was set up in March, 1961. Theve is
one Employment Information and Asgigstance Bureau at
Dinhata under the District Emplovinent KExchange. The
live-registers of the employment exchdanges recorded a total
number of 6,648, 10,021 and 11,967 registrants as on 31
December of 1968, 1969 and 1970 respectively.  Persons
numbering 910, 597 and 368 found employment through
the employment exchanges in 1968, 1969 and 1970
vespectively.  The State (tovernment, the Uniop (Govern-
ment and the private sector offered 71.15, 21.01 and 7.84
per cent of the employment on an average during the said
three years.

There are eleven Community Development Blocks, each
under the charge of a Block Development Officer, covering
the eight thanas of the district as listed below.

DEVELOPMENT BLOCKS IN KOCH RIHAR DISTRICT : 1972

Subdivision Block Block Office at
Koch Bihar Badar  Koch Bihar I Ghughumari
Koch Bihar 11 Pundibari
Dinhata Dinhata 1 - Dinhata
Dinhata IT Sahebganj
Sitai Sitai
" Matabhanga Matabhanga I . Matabhanga
Matabhanga IT " " Matabhanga
Sitalkuchi Sitatkuchi
Mekhljgani Mekhliganj *Changrabandha
Haldibari Haldibari -

Tufanganj Tufuinganj Tufanganj
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A District Planning Commitiee Las now been sot up

which will review every month the [

. lew progress of development
work in the district. " A draft plan  prepured byl this
Committee, which will form the approach paper to the Fifth

Five-Year Plan, suggests g { nonditiire p
crores in the c]istr.’u(;g hoexpenditure of Re. 124

follonn, . The suggested plan s roughly us
Minimum Needs Programme Re,
(in lakhy)
Education 12435
Health 64704
Rural Water Supyl y 5960
Roads 6,000:00
Power £09-00
Home Site §450
Employment Programme
Minor Irrigation -8R0
Soil Conserve tion 1941
Dairy and Animal Hnsly.ndry 28380
Forestry 4:00
Fisherics 4360
Warehousing and Marketing 0565
Small Tndustries including 42-56
Agro-Tndustrics
Normal Programme
Cooperation 221-23
Agrioulture 3,797-.00
Roads 16000
Dairy and Animal Husbandry 2-15

There are both Central and State Government establiah-
ments in the district providing employment to a good
number of people. According to the Consus of 1861 there
were 1.98 public servants in the administrative departments
of the Central and State Governments in the distriot per
1,000 population as against 4.97 persons per 1,000 in the
State. The police personnel numbered 0,85 per 1,000 of
the district population as against 1.45 per 1,000 in the State.
The following table shows the distribution of State (overn-
ment employees by emoluments group in the district as on
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<l 1967 who Lad a totdl number o 6,823 (including

21281%:1?&081;),61‘&: Il)grcentage of femalecs :co total bein g9 f)‘"‘]

the percentage of district total to the State total being 2.7.
®

NT EMPLOYEES IN THE
BUTION OF STATE GOVERNME
PISTRI KOCH BTHAR DISTRICT: 1960

Emoluments groups mxlx)x;(l));zezf
Rs. 640
176
76—100 2,109
101—150 1,896
151200 1,069
201260 410
251300 222
301—400 241
401—500 2;
301—-700 .
701—1,000 !
1,001+ .

rsons employed in the only mymunpahty an'd‘ the
t,mvnrfhgml:;ittees mll)m ered 4156 on 4l March 1968, Il)hots((ia
engaged 4n administrative and supervisory duties num clare
2%;11 technical departments 18, in clerical work 47 and as
p’eons, durwans, sweepers, etc. 348,

* As to the learned professions, tgachers for 10,000 perso}:ns
below 20 numbered 60 in the district as against 81 in the
State for the same number, In the urban areas, hpweveﬁ-.
guch tegchers numbered 303 per 10,000 persons in 9% 1?
district as against 161 in the State for the said areas in 1961.

total number of 8 physicians, surgeons, and
denr.tl‘igtesrefov:a:v:ry 10,000 people in the district as aga'nst U
in the State for the same number. In the urban areas their
number was 38 as against the State figure for the same area
which was 20. Nurses and other paramedical staff numbered
4 in the district for the same number of people as against
the State figures of 10.

The Census of 1961 enumerated 1.32 persons per 1,000
households in the group consisting of governesses, tutors
and private secretaries in the district as against the State
figure of 3.32 for the same kind of people. The domestic
servants and cooks numbered 17.84 per 1,000 households
there during the said Census as against the State figure of

- 972) ts th umber of self-

urvey (1 reports the n self-
emp%)y?ge;l:rs%ns iz t(he district, existing as well as potential
for the next 4-b years, us follows: petty contractors
(construction) 100, fishermen 500, barbers and beauty
shops 150, drapers and outfitters 250, cobblers 100, launderers
100, rickshaw pullers 1,500, restaurants and catering houses
100, doctors 100, passenger bus operators 15, truck operators
76, and taxi operators 75. The small number of all such cate-
goi-ies of workers only shows the isolated nature of the
district baving only old-time occupations, :



CHAPTER IX
GFNERAL ADMINISTRATION

The Government of Lord Cornwallis appointed Luwrence
Mercer and John Jewis Chauvet, Commisgioners to repors
on various subjects including the mode in which the British
influence should be exercised for better administration of
the State in future. The earliest knowledge about the
internal administration of Koch Bihar State comes from the
report of Mercer and Chauvet dated December 10, 1788,

At that time there was only one court in Koch Bihar for
the trial of all kinds of cases. The court exercised powers
in the name of the Maharaju.  Written pelitions were
received by the court presided over by Siviprasad Mustuf
which held public sittings at the palace. The petitions were
placed before the Maharaja and  with his  approval
summonses were issued to the parties who after appesrance
were bound over by bonds. The cases and causes Wwere
determined in accordance with the Common Hindu Iaw
enjoined in the Nwmritis, the law on the relevant matters
being propounded by the Pandit of the Court. The final
order of the Court was placed before the Maharaja. There
were no fixed dates for the sittings of the Court and except
for revenue matters the records were not preserved.

Active attempts at interference in the internal administra-
tion of Koch Bihar by the British Government of* Bengal
hegan thereafter. H{mry Douglas was appointed Resident
Yommissioner at Koch  Bihar sometime in 1789, What
instructions he had from the (Government are mot known.
He applied himself mainly to regularize the Revenue
administration. Douglas was sueceeded by Charles Audrew
Bruse in 1791 and the latter by W. Towers Smith in 1795
who made over charge to Richard Ahmuty in 1797, Francis
Jenkins writing in 1849 states that he did not find on
record anything to show what degree of control was to be
exercised over Koch Bihar except as regards the right of
minting money by the Maharaja. Maharaja Harendra
Narayan came of age in 1801 and the office of the Resident
Commissioner of Koch Bihar was terminated.

In the meantime administrative reforms had  been
carried out in the Dewani districts of Bengal by lLord
Cornwallis and the Cornwallis Code had bheen promulgoted.
In January 1803 the post of the Commissioner of Kach
Bihar wus revived and Francis Pierard was appointed
Commissioner of Koch Bihar for the purpose of carrying
into effect, in concert with the Maharaja, certain necessary
arrangements for the collection of the public revenue and
the administration of justice and for ‘the adoption of
proper and efficient system of police.
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During the period of nine years from 1806 to 1813 the
Collector of Raungpur carried on the duties in connexion
with Koch Bihur from Rungpur. The Collectors seem tu
have lent their ears to many a complaint against Maharaja
Harendra Narayan and sent reports to the Council at
Calcutta. In such state of affairs the Government of Lord
Minto recorded its Resolution in the Revenue Department
dated August 7, 1813, and determined wupon exercising
a thorough and efficient interference into the internal affairs
of Koch Bihar with a view to eradicating the evils of the
administration. With this object in view the (Yovernment
revived the office of the Commissioner of Koch Bihar and
appointed Norman MacLeod to the post.

MacTeod failed in his task and was recalled shortly alter
and thus ended the attempts of the Kast India Company
to interfere in the affairs of Koch Bihar in their own way.

The contact with the British Commissioners was not
entirely devoid of result. While there was only one irregular
court in 1788 and no arrangement for policing the State,
in 1849 when Yrancis Jenkins, Agent of the Governor
(Jeneral inspected Koch Bihar he found the following
regular courts presided over hy officers specially appointed :

A. Crivinar CourTs:
* 1. Two Crimival Courts of first instance, the court ot
the Foujdari Ahilkar wnd the court of the Natb
Ahilkar,
2. Court of Criminal Appeals and Court of Ses<ions
presided over by a brother of the Maharaja.

B. Crvin Courtrs:
1. Court of the Civil Judge (4hilkar).
2. Court of Sadar Awun.
3. Court of Civil Appeals.

C. Nrvenve CoURLS:
1. Court of the Dewan for Khalsa lands.
2. A separate court for the Khangi lands,

D. The Rarsasna was nowinally presided by the Maharaja
assigted by the Dewan. This was the final court in all eriminal
masters. . .

In 1849 there were seven police thanas and outposts under:
the Foujdari Ahilkar. These wére located at (il)) Sadtl;" f);
Kotwali, (ii) Dinhata, (iii) Mekhliganj, (iv) Giladanga,
(v) Bhavaniganj, (vi) Shamganj and (vii) Changrabandha.

Jepkins reports that the quality of work at the courts
wag more or less satisfactory though there was complaints
of corruption among the amlahs. The presiding officers of
the courts were but poorly paid and so also were the aml;z}“
The pay was not disbursed out of the revenues of the Sta'té
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but out of the fees, fines ahd forfeitures in those courts.
The police, being under the establishment of the Faujdar
Ahilkar, were expected to be paid by him out of the earnings
of his court, and Jenkins observedthat more often than not
the earnings of the court of the Foujdari Ahilkar was
insufficient to cover the salaries of the presiding officers of
the courts and the amlafis and there was nothing left to pay
the police.

This state of affairs continued till 1864. The British
(Government decided to take over charge of the State durin,
the minority of the king Nripendra Narayun and deputec
Colonel J. C. Haughton, the Agent of the Governor-General
in the North Eastern Frontier as Commissioner in charge of
the administration. The Commissioner was vested with full
powers of the ruler of the State except with regard to
certain specific points namely grants of lands, gratuities and
pensions and the confirmation of capital sentences. These
powers were reserved by the Government. T." Beveridge
was appointed Deputy Commissioner and he assumed charge
on 4 November 1864, c

The state of the administration is best described in the
words of the first Deputy Commissioner Beveridge {rom the
Annral Report for 1865-67. *‘Befure the appointment of a
British Commissioner the government of Cooch Behar was in
a deplorable condition. ...Tt was in fact a mongrel Govern-
ment, being a cross as it were between the Bhutla or the
Koch iden of government and those which the Bengmali amla
supposed to be ours.

“There was no cohesion or real subordination in any part of
the administration from the top to the bottom. TFvery officer
did what was right in his eyes, and acknowledged no auj;hority
but that of the Rajah, and his subordination even to him was
in most cases only lip-gervice.

“Former Commissioners bad brought it also to the level of the
zilla administration of their days, and at that point it had
stuck.”

Communicating on the pooy pay of the officers Beveridge
states :  ““while of course holding that expenditure shounld be
reduced as much as possible T am .of opinion that a areater
increase in the expenditure of the Sate in Civil administra-
tion must be accepted ns a necessary consequence of the
appointment of a  British Commissioner...it ix impossible
that a British officer can administer Cooch Behar
vithont an efficient staff ¢f sibordinates and these can unly
be procured by giving liberal salaries.”’*

"'l'he low salaries may be illustrated :

Ahilkar Rs, 100, Sheristudnr Rs. 25, Peshkar Rs. 15, Treasurer Rs. 8,
Treasury Officer Rs. 22/8/-, Superintendent of Public Works Rs.
18/12/-, Dharmadhyaksha or Master of Religious ceremonies Ra..7/8/-,
gamyaé: og thanns R«. 10, Kotwwnl Rs. 8, Janadar Ra. §, Barkan-

ates Re. 3,

All thess in Narayani rupees which was about 00 t i 1
the etandard ropey. pee o per cont in value of
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Subsequent reforms worked *in the following manner.
Formerly, each office collecting revenue incurred expendi-
tures out of the collections and only transmitted the balance
if any to the Treasury or Majudat. The direction was given
that all collecting officers were to send their entire collection
to the Treasury and draw their disbursements by bills, This
ensured regular payment of all grades of the staff, As the
Maharaja was a minor the Rajsabha court was gbglmhe’d
and the functions were transterred to the Commissioner’s
office. The composition of the Sessions court was retained
but & retired Sessions Judge from Government service was
appointed. The Sessions Judge was given appellate power
aver the decisions of the Foujdari Ahilkar. Two additional
Naib Ahilkars were appointed to gleur_oﬁ the accumulag;ed
caseg in the court of the Foujdari Ahilkar. The Indian
Penal Code was introduced in 1866 and the Indjan Evidence
Act and the Code of Criminal Procedure were introduced in
1873 with cgnsequent changes in the court and in the police
procedures. The first subdivision was estabhshgd' at Tufan-
ganj on 3 March 1866 and the four Otzler_subfilvm_ons were
created in 1872. The gpower of the Faujdari Ahilkar was
enhanced to the infliction of imprisonment up to two years
and a fine up to Rs. 200 in Narayani rupees and the Nuib
Ahilkars in charge of the subdivisions were given powers
of Yaking cognizance. The spirit of the Bengal Cattle
'Prespass Act (Act IIT of 1857) and of the Gambling Act
(Act LI of 1867) were ordered to be followed in the courts.
Formerly, the Rajgans or kinsmen of the Maharaja were not
amenable to the jurisdiction of the criminal court, In 1871
the jurisdiction of the court of the Deputy Com‘mxssmnm-
who nowe exercised the functions of the Sessions Court was

extended to the FHajgans.

The state of the police was all along a weak point of
Koch Bihar administration. Not only was the number of
police personnel extremely meagre but their salaries were
o mere pittance and that too were‘hmdlzv ever rgmﬂarly
paid. The police force wus reorganized in 1876-77 and
consisted of one Superintendent of Police, three inspectors,
eight sub-inspectors, twenty-six head constables and two
hundred and forty constables. The number of police
stations were increagsed to five, viz.. Kotwali, Tufangan)
(afterwards Fulbari), Dinhata, Matabhanga and Mekhliganj.
The outposts were increased to seven.

On 8 November 1883 Maharaja Nripendra Narayan
assumed charge and on the following day he issued ﬂ'w
Memorandum of Administration drawn _up by the Commis-
gsioner of Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar Division. A Councii
of State was established with the Maharaja as President and
three members, namely, the Superintendent of the State,
the Dewan and the Head of the Department of Civil Justice
as members. The Superintendent of the State was Head
of the Department of General Administration, the Dewan
was the Head of the Department of Revenue and the
Judicial Officer was the Head of the Civil Justice. = The
Superintendent was to.supervise, control and direct ' the
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ad;ninistratiop of Criminal , Justice and the Police, the
Military, Jail, Public Works, Education, and Audit
Departments, and was to be the Sessions Judge to hear the
Criminal Appeals. The Dewan gvas to be in charge of the
Revenue Department and responsible for all collections and
supervision of all proceedings in such mattors, The Judicial

ember was to hear all Civil Appeals and Revenue Appeals
of certain clawes and supervise the administratioy of Cjvil
Justice and all final appeals to the Council.

In August 1885 the Commissioner of the Jalpniguri
Division was appointed by the Govermment of Tndia to bhe
the Ex-officio Political Agent of Koch Bihar and  the
Superintendent of Koch Bihar was appointed Justice of the
Peace.

In December 1891 the Memorandum of Administration
was modified to some extent. The judicial functions of the
Council were transferred to a Court of two membors of the
Council, the Bench being constituted by the Maharajo
excluding that member against whose decision the appeal
lay. In case of differeuce hetween the two  members
constituting the Bench the matter was reheard by the full
Council with the Maharaja presiding. ,

The Civil Judge was appointed Sessions Judge in addityon
and the Pewan was made an additional  Sessions Judge.

The Sessions power hitherto exercised by the Superintenient
ceased. The power of the Foujduri Vhilkar was redefined
and made {0 correspond  to the powers of u  District

Magistrate of British districts.

For the next fifty vears, that 5, Gl the merger of Koch
Bibar State into West Bengal and its  formation  into o
district the administrative pattern remained the same. The
only change muade was that the members of the Counci]
were designated Ministers and their offices  designate
Lecretariats.

After the signing of the Agreement of Accession on
28 August 1949, the Government of India issued an order
entitled the Cooch Behar (Administration) Order 1949 und
appointed a Chief Commissioner at the head of the adminis-
tration in Koch Bihar. The Chief Commissioner was vestes
with all the powers which under the laws operating in Koch
Bihar were exercisable by the Maharaja. Al the laws in
force in Koch Bihar or any part thereof immediately before
12 September 1949 continved to remain in force until
repealed or amended by a competent legislature or authority.
All Judges, Magistrates and other officers who immediately
before this date were exercising lawful functions in Koeh
Bihar or any part thereof were to continue to exercise thei
respective functions in the same manner and to the same
extent as they were doing before this Order, until other
rovision was made by the Chief Commissioner. Al] taxes,
uties, cesses or fees which immediately before the com-

‘mencement of this Order, were being lawfully levied.in -
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i art thereofs were to continue to bp
lK oic l:l Eﬁg} raoiylis:l(liytg the same purposes, until other provi-
B?:ne was made by & competent legislature or authority,

: vernance *of the Chief Commissioner, that
i gmnfz tg: tge(inber to 31 December 1949 the administra-
;g, :in Koch ﬁihar remained the same &3 before. On
lmé?ahuary 1950 Koch Bihar was merged into West Bengal
by a notification issued by the Government of India on 31]S
December 1949 entitled the States’ Merger (West' I}enga‘
Order, 1949. A Deputy Commissioner and Administrator
of Koch Bihar was appointed by the Government of West
Bengal and from 1 January 1950 Z_Koch Bihar beqa;_ne a
district of West Bengal. As Koch Bihar was a part of India
and & part of West Bengal already on 26 January 1950,
the date on which the Constitution of India was adopted,
the Constitution applied to Koch Bihar from that very date.

M A}

\ inistrative set up consisted of a Deputy Com-
mis&[}i‘};gera‘l.‘::fd an Additional Deputy Com'mlssm;'er, ‘ ;"f?
Senior Deputy Collector (wh.o was the previous Faujdar
j‘lhilkar) one Naib AhiMar in charge of the Sadar sulb-
division " one Naib Ahilkar each in charge of _the treasuz:y
and the’ Khas Mahal Departments, two Additional Naib
Ahikars fer revenue work at Sadar and one Addimonﬁl
Naib Ahilkar for criminal case work qf .the Sadar sub-
division. In each of the subdivisions of'Dmhata and fMatlf,-
bhanga, there was one Naib Ahilkar in charge o tle
subdivisxion and one Additional Naib A‘lulk(l'r. In th‘e sub-
divisions of Tufanganj and Mekhhgqn]_ _thel;e was only o;)(:,
Naib Ahilkar in charge of the subdivision. Tnitially, the
Subdivisidnal Officers acted as Munsifs and as Sub-Remstmzs
also. Tater, they were relieved of these duties and separate

Qub-Registrars and Munsifs were appointed.

ice administration remained as before. The force
wnsTtlxlgdggh;e‘Superintendent of Police with two Depll_lty
Superintendents at headquarters. Fach of the eight police
t‘;.?ions viz., Koch Bihar (Kotwali), Tufanganj, Dinhata,
Sitoi, Sitalkdchi, Matabhanga, Mekhliganj and Haldibari
w in charge of a Sub-Inspector of Police. At Matabhanga
::3 l])inhata there wag a Circle Inspector at each place.

istrict administration is the Dﬁpﬂty
C Th?ssli]o?gr oérh?eisd also appointed Distnct Magistrate
ugtxix:a? the Criminal Procesdurg Codel.I He is :s fi?i%beﬁ}ff thhii

i inistrative Service, He is i

x}c?r%li?l!ilstﬁ‘:;g;m%fyattwo Additional Deputy Commigsioners.
One Additional Deputy Commissioner is in charge of Estates
Ag uisition and Laud Reforms while the other assists the
De[c)luty Commissioner in General Administration. One

- ' Behar State service had the designations of
D ?vmg: fi h‘;lfkle:eax?g (ngitional Naib Ahilkar, Till their final absorp.
Ahdlga"w “t Bengal cadres they retained their designations but worked a8
tion i cg]sleotorsgand Sub-Deputy Collectors and those performing Magis.
Deputy k were vested with powers under the Criminal Procedurs Code.
tée:;sluxg the nosts of the Bubdivisional Officers were appointed from West
L]

Bongal State Civ') Bervice

The present
set up
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Deputy Collector is in charge of the office of the Deputy
Commissioner while anonher'Deputy Magistrate and Deputy
Collector is in charge of the Sadar Subdivision assisted by
one Deputy Magistrate and Deptty Collector and one Sub-
Deputy Magistrate and Sub-Deputy Collector, One Deputy
Collector is the Regional Assistant Director of Panchayats
and Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad while another
Deputy Collector is the District Panchayat Officer. A Joint
Magistrate is the Settlement Officer for Koch Bihar-
Talpaiguri-Malda Revisional Settlement assisted by a Deputy
Collector who is Assistant Settlement Officer. One Deputy
Collector is the General Manager of the North Benga] State
Transport Corporation assisted by a Sub-Deputy Collector
as Administrative and Personnel Officer. One Sub-Deputy
Collector is Special Officer for Scheduled Castes, and Tribes
Welfare, A temporary Sub-Deputy Collector is the District
Compensation Officer for Estates ,Acquisition. AIl these
officers are stationed at Koch Bihar.

At Dinhata o Deputy Collector and Deputy Magisteate
is in charge of the subdivision assisted by a Deputy

Magistrate and a Sub-Deputy Magistrate for (teneral
Administration.

At Matabhangn a Deputy Magistrate is in chargre of the
subdivision assisted by two Sub-Deputy Magistrates for
(reneral Administration. At Tufanganj a Deputy Magistrate
and Deputy Collector is in charge of the subdivision assisted
by a Sub-Deputy Magistrate for General Administration, At
Mekhliganj similarly a Deputy Magistrate and Deputy
Collector is in charge of the subdivision assisted by a Sub-
Deputy Magistrate for General Administration. Recently,
the cadres of Deputy Collectors and fub-Deputy Collectors
have been merged for the whole of West Bengal.

A Buperintendent of Police is the head of the police
administration in the district assisted by an Additional
Superintendent of Police, both of whom are members of the
Indian Police Service. There are two Deputy Superinten-
dents of Police at headquarters, one looking after the police
lines, barracks and discipline while the other assists the
Superintendent of Police in his work, At each of the sub-
divisions there is an Inspector of Police. The number of
Police Stations continues to be eight as before, The

Old seeretara

Deputy Commissioner’s office, Koch Bihar
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personnel has been strengthened by adding one more Sub--

Tuspector at each police station. The number of comstables
has also been increased.

There are eleven Community Development Blocks in the
district. These are Koch Bihar I, Koch Bihar II, Dinhata
I, Dinhata II, Sitai, Matabhanga I, Matabhanga II, Sital-
kuchi, Tufenganj, Mekhliganj and Haldibarji, The Block
Development Officer is generally a member of the West
Bengal Junior Civil Bervice (now merged with the senior
service) or & member of the Subordinate Agricultura
Service. The other complement of staff are the Agriculturai
Extension Officer, the Social Education Officer, the Suhs
Asgistant Engineer, the Panchayat Extemsion Officer, the
Inspector Jof Cooperative Societies, Tady Social Education
Officer for women’s programmes, Gram Sevika. The Gram
Sevaks are stationed iy the rural areas, one for each Anchal

Panchayst.

J(;:mnmnit;y
velopraent
Blocks
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CHAPTER X

REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

The earliest information available about the Land
Revenue of Koch Bihar dates from 1773 when Purling, the
Collector of Rangpur prepared a hast-o-bud of the Land
Revenue of Koch Bihar. The land revenue was then
realized in three parts appropriated respectively to the
Maharaja, the Nazir Deo and the Dewan Deo. The toial
hast-o-bud was Rs. 2,71,687 inclusive of abwabs. Of this
the share of the Maharaja was Rs. 1,00,764; the share of the
Nazir Deo was Rs. 1,61,031 and the share of the Dewan Deo
was Rs. 19,881. Purling deducted Rs. 72,658 from this on
account of collection charges, Jaiyirs, Brahmottar, Devottar,
etc. Half the net amount of Rs. 1,99,120, i.e., Rs. 99,560 was
determined as the tribute payable in Narayani rupees. 1In
1777 this was converted into Rs. 72,207 sicca rupees and this
amount became the tribute fixe permanently. The
tribute due to the East India Company was collected by the
company’s own sajwal. Thus collection was nmade {wice from
each jotedar, once by the East India Company’s sajwal fc?
half the amount and a second time by the revenue collectora
of the Maharaja for the remaining half,

Apart from the revenue-free lands such as Brah moltar,
Jaigirs, other Lakheraj, Pirpal, etc., the revenue payin
lands were divided into three parts AMal, Decotti:r an

ngi. Mal was revenue proper which went to the
resources of the State; the incomes from Devottar lands
were appropriated for the worship of the deities and for
other religious purposes; and the income from the Khangi
lands went to the maintenance of the household of the
Maharaja. ~ After Col. Haughton, the Commissioner
introduced the budget, the Khangi lands were merged with
the Mal.  Separate money-grants were provided by
Haughton for the purposes for which the revenues of the
Devottar lands were appropriated. From this time though
the Devottar lands were kept separate for the purpose of

accounts, the revenue realized from these lands lost their
original significance.

The persons paying revenue to the State were called the
jotedars. No regular patta appears to have been granted
and the land had never been measured, The settlement
was renewed from year to year and the assessment was mot

ed. The unit of land was a bisk which equals 12 bighas
and 16 kathas. There were three different rates for assess-
ment for different qualities of land. The rates were Rs. 20,
Rs. 15 and Rs. 10 per bish of land. The mode of assessment
aund the system of collection were both irregular and the
dishonesty and greed of the State officials caused grent
sufferings to the people. Targe portions of the land were
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: irregulat exactions were imposed and
allena;e < i;::tio?if jusgt;ice was perverted for the purpose
the admin gratifications. The harassed and oppressed
of se(tmrle t the State ia large numbers. Purling’s hast-o-
Een; nfs 1773 showed a net revenue of about two lakhs of
T os After 156 years the revenue fell to Rs. 1,41,230 and
rup eneof;her four years it was reduced to Rs. 1,20,000 Narayani
ru ‘:aes After deducting Rs. 99,660 as tribute of the East
?:i%ia .Company very little was left for the management of

the State.

improve this state of affairs Douglas mtx_‘oduced _the
Ijaog(c’ia:'?gystem in 1790. The country ~was dn_uded into
small parcels and put up to auction and ‘the highest bid
with approved security was accepted. The Ijaradar then
distributed the total amount he expected to collect amqngst
the jotes comprised in his ijara. In addition to the jama
formally fixed by the Ijaradar he wused to collect an
additional amount amounting to about a sixth of the 7a1ﬁa
as ljaradari and Saranjami charge. Seven years after the
introduction of the Ijara system Ahmuty, the Commlsslom;,r,
wrote to the Governor General on the evil effects of the
Ijara system thus:

 “Phe stem adopted in former years was the mode to
1)btui1h§1§yhighest pIz)ssible revenue for a short period, bﬂt
it appears from experience, ill calculated to pro:_notef ghe
happiness of the people and the permanent prosperity of e
country. Exclusive of the loss sustained by the prpprleﬁtln
the actual cultivators of the soil have suffered considera \;
from tRe lands being let ot r_ack-re_nt to individuals, man‘\{lod
whom could have no interest in their welfare, and who }?val e

tl selves of every opportunity of extorting from them a(.;
‘1e1.1111. ossible. ~Consequently whole villages deserted an

muc lu? {’0 the ﬂ'djacent districts of Rangpur and Dln&]}})lul'“
reltlm‘ac t}n found greater security and encouragement of tdelr
;vbexe l(1')’1}(’191' established regulations of Government, and a
d‘! ff()u’rn::le of more than seventy thousand of1 0 (ﬁll,’ﬁes was
e:lzpeelreienced in the jama of year subsequent to .

. lio, the relatives of the king.
The l“d‘else of 2}1‘: ;;%alt}f: I‘axgincipad amlahs of the State
that is, thi g{lﬂt the ljaras genami a}ld by vu'tuehof th(talr
oy tﬁ ; could easily make exactions frﬁn} t.eﬂryo g.
position ¢ e]? best farms on easy terms, their 1nfluence
They got the tition, and the deficiency in_ revenue lrwllg
prevented lel;pemade’go" d by over-assessing the faims e
attempted toB f; the only change Ahmuty brought z out W::
by others. th‘; eriod of these farming leases ];o ;;e ye:} A
to enhance rpas originally introduced by t)ugf sa i
tf}rlom 0::tilzzaMaharaJ’a Hprendre Narayan chme o' age
e me

i bse-

ined stuck up there. TIn subs .

1801 and thettm;t;:: ;:;gama . thg Btlitlﬁlét?tzvir;lgn:ﬂ
%‘eptir’éﬁir:e aregrulmted administration in the Sta

in

# 4.
1Cooch Behar Selsct Records, Vol T.,!fh \
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refusal of"the Maharajg prevented any further interference.
Furpher improvement in revenue administration had o
await another minority of the Raja in 1864.

The only effective remedy for all these evils wus a general
survey of the whole State and preparation of g Record of
nghts.of all the tenants from the jotedar downwards and to
determine the rents at each level. Haughton, the Com-
missioner accordingly applied to .the Government of Bengal
for the survey and O’Donnel, the Deputy Superintendent of
Revenue Survey was specially deputed by the Government
for the purpose.

Before the survey undertaken by (’Donnel a topographi-
cal survey of the State had been made by Pemberton, the
Superintendent of Revenue Survey of the Government of
Bengal in 1858. Pemberton’s survey demarcated the
boundaries of the State. The general topography of the
country showing the position of the rivers, roads, towns,
etc., was mapped. ‘O’Donnel’s survey measured the country
in standard bighas of eighty cubits square (cubit=18 inches)
and in Kathas and dhurs. The survey was made by the
compass and a chain of 30 feet. (YDonnel divided the
country into six parganas or circuits and within the parganas
the taluks were geographically demarcated. He was
assisted by Tswar Chandra Sen, a Deputy Collector,

The jotes or revenue-paying estates comprised within
each faluk was demarcated. The interior filling of the jotes
were made by the Khasra system by measurement with
rod or a rope and the compass was not used. The under-
tenures or holdings below the jotes were shown as made up
of so many fields composing the jote. Accurate survey of
the undertenures were not done. The map of the jote was
plotted to the scale of 16 inches to the mile and that of the
taluks to half that scale. The plots were arranged in serial
order, their position in respect of each other, the length of
the sides and the area and class of soil being noted in
separate columns. The survey was concluded in 1870 and
from 1872 under orders of Sir (George Campbell, the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal the /jaradari system was
abolished and khas collection was introduced from 1 April
1872. The collection tauzis were prepared by carefully
putting together all the component parts of the jotes found
by survey and by applying the accepted rate to these parts.
The jotedars were to pay their revenue to the subdivisional
kutcharis. Default of payment entailed annulment of the
Patta, holding the jote, which was generally for thirty years
though lesser periods were fixed in some cases. Later the
Koch Bihar Land Revenue Sales Act was promulgated under
provision of which defaulting jotes were to be put to auction
and sold for sryears of revenus. '
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The system of settlement ].md the appearance of & The Jotedari

t in fact it Wwas not so. Whatever may 5:?1;:::111-,

the original character of the jotes, by the time ot rvotwari i
};1}?; eﬁ?se: r;ettlzmegt most of them had converted themselves Garacter

ryotwari system bu

to rent collecting interests and were therefore more
zamindari in character than ryotwari.

While the survey of O’Donnel was in progress one 'é?:x& ngn;.:nb

operations

; i tlement of
Deputy Collector was placed in_charge of the set
Mzs)(hliyganj then called Rahimganj pargana. Due to
inadequacy of staff the operations dragged on for 16 vears
and cnded in an erroneous reduction of the jama by about

40 per cent.

The experience of Mekhliganj showed the necessity of
augmenting the settlement department and accordingly
W.0O.A. Beckett was appointed Assistant Commissioner for
settlement operations. He was assisted by five Deputy
Collectors. The work of the first Land Revenue Settlement
of Koch Bittr was concluded by 1877. ~ One important
feature of the settlement operation was the .1'p8}1mptxon ' of
the invalid rent-free langs, Mokararis and _aigirs, During
the unsettled condition of the country beginning from the
minority of Maharaja Harendra Narayan, large areas of
land had been illegally alienated and turned into rent-free
land® and jaigir mahals by the clique in power. All these
cases were subjected to a close serutiny during the gettle-
ment operations and those held invalid were resumed, The
general rates adopted for the settlenent were:

(Per bigha)
Rs. As. P.
For homestead lands and gardens 2 80
For bamboo lands 120
For other cultivated lands including 0 8 0
thatching grass lands and small bils
of less than 2 bighas

For fallow and jungle lands 010
The total amount of revenue secured by the first settlement

was Rs. 9,38,610 which showed an increase of Rs. 5,74,471
over the old jama of Rs. 3,64,139.

Up till this settlement the State was not in possession Regording of
of any information of the undertenures of the jotes. These undertenures

undertenures running up to no less than six degree were
noted at this settlement. They were, in order of successive
lower grade, Jote, Chukani, Dar Chukani, Dar-a-dar-
Chukani, Tasya Chukani, Tali Chukani and Tasya tali
Chukani. The profit of each upper stage in collecting the
rent from the next lower stage was also recorded,

The first settlement, concluded with the jotedars, varied pasit Charcha.
from 8 to 13 years and ended in 1883-84. An extension of Settlement

five years on the same terms was made and from 1886-87
Re-settlement was started. In the meantime another petty
settlement known as the LPatit Charcha settlement had taken
place between 1884 and 1886. This settlement was taken

19
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in band to assess the fallow lands which had come under
cultivation since the first settlement. The increase of
revenue by the Patit Charcha settlement was Rs. 68,824.

.

In the Re-settlement operations from 1886 no survey of
the State was done. The old papers of the first settlement
and the Patit Charcha settlement were taken as the basis
and such changes, whether in possession of or in the
classification of the lands, as had taken pluce were recorded.

The table of rates applied in the Re-scttlement* was as
follows :

Pates per bigha

Class of land First Second Third
class class _ class
Taluk Taluk Taluk

Rs. A5 P, Rs. As. P. Re. As. P.

1. Betel nut 4 00 400 40 “O
2. Bastu 300 300 300
3. Udbastu 300 300 300
4. Garden 300 300 300
5. Bamboo 120 120 '1 20
8. Tobacco 1st class 180 1 80 180
7. Tobacco 2nd class 140 140 140
8. Tobacco 3rd class roo 100 100
9. Awal 100 014 0 013 0
10. Duiam 012 0 011 0 010 O
11. Saiam 090 0RO 070
12. Chakaram VT 0 060 0650
13- San 070 060 050
4. Laik Patit 020 V200260
16 GarlaibPatit . -6 10 0 10 010
16, Jala 088 080 080

*The Re-settlement of 1886 was known ns the Rakam Charcha Settle-
ment on sccount of the detailed classification o laud (i. o, Rakam) made
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The total revenue obiained By the Re-settlement was
Rs. 12,41,060, and increase of Ls. 2,883,418 over the firat
settlement and Patit Ci.mrcha settlement revenue of
Rs. 9,62,642.

The rates thus fixed were the revenue rates at which the
jotedam was to pay the revenne to the State. In the first
gottlement the rate of rent to be paid by the undertenure
was not fixed. All that was done was to fix the rate of the
jotedars and to provide that each class of superior interest
was to get 25 per cent aa profit.

The following scale was observed in the Re-settlement
and has been observed since then: '

1. Where [lar Chukanidar was the last under-
tenant Joledar 35 per cent, Chukanidar 16 per
cent, Dar Chulanidar 10 per cent.

Y .

II. Where Tasya Chukanidar was the last under-
tenant Jotedar 36 per cent, Chukanidar 10 per
gent, Dar Chukanidar 10 per cent, Dar-a-dar
Chulanidar 5 per cent. .

JII. Where Z1ali Chukanidar was the last under-
tenant Jotedar 3b per cent, Chukanidar 10 per
cent, Dar Chukanidar 5 per cent, Dar-a-dar
Chukanidar b per cent, Tasya Chukanidar 5 per

* cent.

IV. Where Tasya tali Chukanidar was the last under-
tenant Jotedar 35 per cent, Chukanidar 5 per
cent, Dar-a-dar Clukantdar b per cent, Tasya
Chukanidar 5 per cent, ZTali Chukanidar 6 per
cent.

A fixed profit was allowed to the jotedar in the above
scheme to ensure security of the revenue of the State and
to keep the jotes attractive, for, it was the jotedar who had
to pay the revenue under pain of sale of his jote in case of
default.

The Kakam Charcha Re-settlement was to expire in
about 1918-1920. As there had been but only one survey
of the State in 1868-70, it was decided to have another
complete survey before the next Re-settlement. Accord-
ingly, a traverse survey and a cadastral survey was under-
taken from 1912 and ended in 1916-17. The expiring
settlements of the Rakam Charcha settlement were extended
and in 1927 a new Re-settlement was made on the basiy of

* the new survey.

Fixation of
rents under
tenures
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The rates and classificftion of lund adopted in the
Re-settlement of 1927 were as follows:

[

Rate por bigha

Tirst Second Third
class class class
Taluk Taluk Taluk

Rs. As.P. Re. As.P. Re.As P

Class of land

1. Betel nut 400 400 400
2. Bastu 300 300 300
3. Garden 300 200 300
4. Bamboo 1 20 1 2 (“0 1 20
5. Tobacco Ist class 180 180 180
6. Tobacco 2nd class 1 40 140 140
7. Tobacco 3rd class 100 100 1 (; 0
8. Awal 130 110 0150
9. Duiam 014 0 013 0 012 O
10. Saiam 011 0 0 90 08 0
11. Chaharam 070 060 6250
12. San 070 060 02580

13. Laik Patit
14. Garlaik Patit

15. Jala

The total revenue demand
ment was o litls over Be. 18 lakha, - Presions e 1ond s
or thgreb surﬁ'enDered or lands which could t b aﬁ d
wer: o:ued yD:we bewan and settled by him nos i self\n?ls
Koch Bihar beannqwgo:}.; There ate quite & fow taluks in
State decided to h 6 naKl me Dcwam-box. From 1934 the
lsa'ﬁdu which were ame:dered ofl:n’::ile d]? ertment and all

es were transf : as at the Revenue
oollontion erred to this department to n:ake vle(hac,
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While most of the land was settled for a period there were
gome lands which were settled in perpetuity. These are
known as Mokarari Mahals.  These were mostly created by
Maharaja Harendra Narayan and were later mentioned in
section 3(9) of the Cooch Behar Tenancy Act. The
Mokararidar was entitled to grant permanent leases on any
terms ngreed between him and the tenant within the meaning
of section 77 of the Cooch Behar Tenancy Act provided these
terms were not inconsistent with other provisions of the Act
or any other law for the time being in force.

Lakheraj or revenue-free grants were estates known under
different names according the purpose for which they were’

granted,

venue-free grants made to a brahman were called
Bralif:z;ltlar. Tgese were granted to celebrate some
memorable events. The Panchgram brahmans living near
Koch Biftar town in pargana Koch Bihar have been the
recipient of Hrahmotigr grants more liberally than others.
Brahmottar comprised three-fourths of the total revenue-free

estates.

Devgttar lands were dedicated for the worship end
fnaintenance of the temple and its incidents.

. Pirpal grants were made for the upkeep of the worship
of Muslim Pirs or saints. There were only two such grants,
both near Koch Bihar town in taluks Dhaliabari and Gudam

Maharaniganj.

* 0
»etbhata grants originated for maintenance of the princes
who did not succeed to the throne and for the maiutenance

of the other relations of the Maharaja. These receiplents'are
known as Kajgans. Petbhata grants were of two kn'ngls. The
first kind was a grant for the life-time of the receipient 9nd
the second kind could be inherited in the direct male line.
The former class was liable to be resumed on the death of the
original receipient but by practice had been granted afresh
to the successors of the first recipient. Petbhata lands conld
not be sold or transferred nor could they be encumbered by

the creation of undertenures.

Lakheraj grants were granted to persons as a reward for
ﬁood serviJcegs done to the State. These were called
aksisi Lakheray,
There were a few jaigirs known as Baksisi or Paitriki
jaigirs. These were rewards and no service was attached to
these jaigirs.

The tota]l number of revenue-free estates at the Settlement
of 1918-1927 was found to be 539 comprising 53,328 bighas.

The jaigirs were created for the performance of services
and were liable to be resumed when the service was no longer
required or when the grantees failed or refused to perform

Special types
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the services. The Settlement of 1913-1927 recorded 1433
jaigies comprising an area of 7,277 bighas. These jaigir-
holders were to render service either in the palace or in the
thakurbaris. The jaigir lands could not be sold, mortgaged
or transferred in any manner nor could they be leased out to
an undertenure. On the death of the original grantee
according to practice the lands were granted afresh to the
successor. But the State could resume the lands and refuse
to accept the services of the heir.

'he bulk of the lands in the towns and bunders were let
out 1n a torm of tenure known as Lakhaliswatwa. 'L'here was

" a pronibition clause ln the pdltas granting these tenures to tne

eftect that the holder cowld not create any sub-inieudation
except with the permission of the authornties nor could they
be transferred to any onc except with perinission. After the
merger of hoch Binar the new pattas for town lands issued
by the Deputy Comnussioner had permitted transfer but the
transfer has to Le registered with the Deputy Commissioner
on pain of a fine.

The Settlement of 1913-1927 which was given effect to
from 1334 B.S., i.e., from the year 1927-28 were about to
expire in 196 when the Estates Acquisition Act was enforced
in Koch Bihar. The towns and bunders were settled in 1944-
44 and as these settlements were for a period of ten years
these also expired about this time. The Revisional Settle-
ment Uperations in Koch Bihar started from 1465. 'Lhe
(tovernment issued a notitication under clause (a) of sub-
section (1) of section 39 of the Kstates Acqusition Act
ordering preparation of Record-of-Rights. 'Lhis order was
necessary ior Koch Bihar as an order for the revision of
Record-of-Rights under clause (b) was possible only in case
where Records-of-Rights were prepared under Chapter X of
the Bengal Tenancy Act. As the existing Record-of-Rights
in Koch Bihar was under the Cooch Behar Tenancy Act,
action had to be taken under clause (a). By Notitication
No. 14836-L. Rei., dated & August 1955, the Government,
however, authorized omission of 'Traverse Survey, Cadastral
Survey and Khanapuri and operations started from the stage
of Bujharat. Due to the peculiar incidents of tenures in
Koch Bihar and also due to the fact that the jotes originated
long before any survey of the district had been done, there
were some initial difficulties. There were no Revenue Survey.
Mouzas in Koch Bihar with a Jurisdiction List Number.
The taluk boundaries drawn on the map was the best that
could be done to contain the most part of jote within the
taluk as demarcated on the map. But taluks had originated
long before the country was mapped. So in spite of the
best endeavours O’Donnel (the Surveyor) could not contain
all lands of the talu/ within its boundary shown. This
resulted in the peculiar definition of taluk given in section
3(11) of the Cooch Behar Tenancy Act according to which
the ‘‘Taluk means an area included in the village map of
Revenue Survey within the same exterior boundary and
includes detached plots belonging to it situated outside the
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exterior boundary.”” TFor the purpose of the Revisional
Settlement the taluk, as depicted in the map with a Thak
Number, wars taken as equivalent to the Mouza of other
districts but corrections®had to be made for the detached
plots. Though the Iand Registration Act became operative
in Koch Bihar with the passing of the Cooch DBehar

(Assimilation of State Laws) Act, 19560, no General Registers

had been written and as such revenue-free lands held for

public purposes which are shown in (teneral Register B Part
II in other districts had to be sorted out and separated from

other revenue-free lands which now became charged with

revenue in terms of the Estates Acquisition Act. The Cooch

Behar Tenancy Act continued to be operative as an

assimilated State Taw by virture of section 3(3) of the Cooch

Behar (Assimilation of State Taws) Act, 1950 and that Act
defined tenant to mean the holder of a tenure. Under-

tenure according to that Act means a person holding under

a jotedar., 'The various types of undertenure holders

enumerated in the Act came under the categorv of Raivats.

‘Cultivating undertenant’ means according to the definition

cultivating raiyat. Thus a krishi-praia is also a cultivating

raiyat. All these different classes of raiyats came under the

purview of chanter VI of the Fstates Acquisition Act. The

ragivats of all these various orades actually eultivating land

had to be accepted as tenants directlv under the Government

and the ceiling of land holding had to be anvlied to each one

of them. According to this legal position the entire chain of-
tenancies from the Chukani to the Irishi-proia had to be

recorded as waiyats and there were 7 such erades one below

the other. The Khas Mahal Pattanidars who have no right

of sub-infeudation were treated as raiyats.

Tt was essential for the purposes of West Bengal Tstates
Acquisition Act to dotermine which were intermediaries and
which were »aiyats. Accovding to section 2(i) of the West
Benenl FEstates Acouisition Act ‘Intermediary’ was a
proprietor, tenure-holder, undertenure-holder or any other
intermediary ahove the »aiyat or non-agricultural tenant.
According to definitions given in sections 3(9) and 3(8) of
the Cooch Behar Tenancev Act. Mokarari. Lakherai.
Brahmottar, Devottar, Pirpal. Petbhata and Jaigir lands
were estates and so. also were the jotes held directlv under
the Government and the joteswatwa in the towns and bunders
in accordance with section 3(1). As all proprietors of estates
and holders of tenures were ‘intermediaries’, holders of
Mokarari. Dar-mokarari, revenue-free estates mentioned
above. jainirs and iotes. all were treated as ‘intermediaries’
in the vpresent settlement. For determining the raivat the
Board of Revenue laid down the following principle:
““Where the dominant purpnse of the tensncv is that the
tenant should nersonallv cultivate the land. then a raivati
tenancv is created. If the land has been leased out for the
nurnose of bringing it under cultivation by indueting or for
introducing tenants, then the lesser is a tenure-holder, Anv
person who is above a raipat is an ‘intermediary’. The actual
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user of the land normally is ot the determining factor.
Where the origin of the tenancy is not known, the continued
user of the land may be the determining factor as to the
character of the tenancy.’”? 4

Applying these principles the character of the tenancy
in each case had to be determined and Record-of-Rights
prepared accordingly. All intermediary rent collecting
interests above the raiyat were annulled. The next problem
was to determine the rent of the raiyats who were actually
cultivating the lands and who were accepted as tenants under
the Government.

As stated already the person of highest status who could
be a raiyat under the Government was the Chukani and the
lowest the Krishi-praja. Twaving aside the Krishi-praja
which was an illegal ecreation against the provisions of the
Koch Bihar Sun-infeudation Act of 1888, the lowest rent paid
was the Chukani rent which was 135 per cent of the Jote
rate. The highest rent according to the principles of Cooch
Behar Tenancy Act was 160 per cent of the Jote rate. The
rate of rent of the tenant directly under the Government was
determined in between the Chulani rate at 135 per cent of
Jote rate and 160 per cent, the maximum rate under the
Cooch Behar Tenancy Act.  The Jamabandi Officers prepared
average schedule or rates for each faluk (freated as Mouzas)
and for each taluk one rate of rent was applied for the same
class of land. '

The ceiling of holding of acricultural land was 25 acres
ner individual and this was applied to the tenancies nccepted
directly under the Government. The West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Aet of 1971 brought down this
reiling to a maximum of seven standard hectares (about 20
bighas) and a minimum of 2.50 standard hectares per family,
according to the number and nature of members of the familv.
There was a High Court case over this new ceiling which is
sub judice.

From 1971 holdings of one acre and less have been
cxempted from pavment of rent.

The administrative arrangement in the district for the
collection and administration of land and land revenue
matters had the Deputv Commissioner at the head. The
Deputv Commissioner is assisted hy an Additional Distriet
Magistrate who is vested with the powers of a Collector under
the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act.  Rent is
collected from the tenants hv tahasildars who reside in the
taluks. Ordinarilv one taluk has one tahasildar but in cases
of verv bin taluks like Sitalkuchi there are more than one
tahasildor. Some small taluks are tageed together to form
a tahasildar’s charge. At the thana level is the Junior T.and
Reforms Officer assisted by a Circle Inspector at the thana

iMemo. No. "11189/1(2)-EA, dated 3 November 1954, to the Director
of Land Records and Survey. g
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Land Reforms Office.. Rents® are collected by prifited
machine numbered collection receipts called rent receipts.
These rent receipt books are machine numbered with
duplicate pages and the receipts are written by the tahasildar
with indelible pencil using a carbon paper for the duplicate.
Strict account of these books are kept at the office of the
Junior Land Reforms Officer. There is one Subdivisional
Land Reforms Officer at Koch Bihar to supervise the works
of the Junior Land Reforms Officers.

.'h‘wﬁ."‘i‘ i
FaTid

Koch Bihar did not have a class of landless agri;’ultttral Agricultural

labour as in other districts. Hach cultivating family had at la

least some land for itself and in addition served on the lands
of the nearby jotedar or bigger cultivator. With the influx
of a large number of migrants since 1950-61 a small class of
agricultural labour has grown up. The rates of wages vary
according to crop. Tobacco cultivation which needs great
care procures the maximum wages of .about Rs. 3 to Rs. 3.50
with food per day. For paddy and jute the average wage is

about Rs, 2.30 per day. ,

our

The following Acts are administered in the district: (i) Other revenues
The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act, 1941, (ii) The West gmm“‘

Bengal Sutes Tax Act, 1954, (iii) The Bengal Motor Spirit
Sales Taxation Act, 1941, (iv) The Central Sales Tax Act,
1956, (v) The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Act,

These are known ns Commercial Taxes. The collections
of these taxes may be stated as in the following table :*

Year ) Collection ’
(in lakhs of rupees)
'971-72 33.48
1972-78 43.76
1973-74 50.27

The amount collected as Agricultural Income-Tax in the Agricultural

year 1970-71 was Rs. 2,02,339.

Income.tax

The Central Excise duties realized in Koch Bihar during Central Exoise

197071 and 1971-72 were as in the table below.

Commodity 1970-71 1971-72
‘Rs. Rs,

Tea 67,737-00 65,949:00

Plywood 16,841-00 19,382-00

Tobacco 45,42,277-00  68,37,991-00

1Source : Commissioner of Commercial Tax, West Bengal. The figaraa

* include taxcs for Alipurduar subdivision of Jalpaiguri distriot,

20
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ftate Excise The collections from State Excise Dutiea were as
Duties follows.? -
Year Rs. (in lakhs)
197172 16-57
1972.73 19-8
1973-74 20.64

Revenne from other sourres may be stated as follows:

Year Rs. (in Jakhs)
Entertainment tax 197172 5-50
Stamps
Non-judicial Do o088
Judicial Dp 1-86
The position regarding T.and Revenue may be stated s
in the following table.? . .
Yeqar Demands Collection
{in Inkhs of {in lakhs of
rapecs) rapees)
16565-56 280 129 »
1966-57 447 19-9
1957-58 847 25-4
1958-59 55-8 25-1
1859-60 68-4 26-2
1860-61 58-1 269

Bourcs: P. A, to the Excise Commissioner, West

MWast Bengal District Conews Handbook 1961, Kook Bihass 1986, p. 301,

CHAPTER XI

LAW, ORDER AND JUSTICE

In 1883 there were 8 criminal und 11 reveuue and civil

open. For police purposes, the State wus divided into
go:;:anug) or policep circles. In 1881-82, the regular police
force numbered 300 officers und men. These figures show 1
policeman to every 4.3 0q. miles of the area, or to every
2 008 persons in the population, The system of village watch
had been gradually introduced, and there were at the‘ end
of the 19th Century, 1,701 chaukidars. In 1874, 2,674
criminal cases were instituted, in which 2,614 persons were
brought to trial, of whom 1,748, or 66 per cent were convicted,
showing 1 person convicted of an offence to every 304: of
the population. Out of property to the value of £770
reported toabe stolen, £209, or 27 per cent, was recovered.
There was one jail at Koch Bihar town. In 1874, the
aggregate number of prisoners was 1,324, of whom 34 were
females. The net profit from jail manufactures amounted
to £478. The administration of Xoch Bihar State was
carried on by the Maharaja, assisted b._v a Council, conpsisting
ofethree Yaembers, namely, the Superintendent of the State,
the Dewan or Chief Revenue Officer and the Civil Judge.
The Maharaja was the President of the Council, and in his
absenre the Superintendent of the State acted ar che-
President.- The Superintendent of the State supervised,
directed and controlled the rdministration of criminal justice,
and thes police, military. jail, public works, education and
audit departments, He was also the Sessions Judge. hearing
ol eriminal appeals which ordinarily lay to Session Judges in

British districts.!

. The people of Koch Bihar are generally peace-loving.
In Table A is given the figures of cognizable and non-
cognizable offences reported for selected years from 1876-77
to 1969. It will be seen that though from 1876 to 1959 the
population had more than doubled itself thex:e has bheen no
appreciable increase in the number of oogmzab}e offences.
The number of non-cognizable offences also reinained almost
the same till 1962. After 1952 the r'xumbet of non-
cognizable offences had increase_d. This s .partly dpe to
introduction of several laws which were not in force in the
arstwhile State of Koch Bihar and partly due to improvement

Twt Brorurion
oF Onisnwa L Ape
MRETRATION

Number of-
offences

in communications which enabled the neople to approach the -

courts with comparative ease. Also offences of petty and
trivial nature which were previously settled in the villages
now find there way to the courts. As reonrds cognizable
offences the number was 1,644 in 1876-77. The lowest figure
was 1,360 in 1923-24. The highest figure was 2,214 in 1950,

W, W. Hunter—7Ths Imperial Gazelteer of India, Vol, viii, Karens .

to Madnagarh, Becond Edition, London, 1886, pp. 325-27.
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The next group of high figures were 1,704 in 192728, 1,730
in 1928-29, and 1,794 in 1929-30 and also 1,834 in 1951.
The high figures from 1927 to 1980 were due to the new
settlement of land, revenue and rent brought alout at this
time. This is common in all places when people having real or
imagined grievances against the decisions of the Scttlement
Officers have recourse to paddy cutting theft cases as a
preliminary to further litigation. The high figures of 1950
and 1951 were due to large scale migration of population
across. the Indo-East Pakistan border ut this time and a
general unsettled condition of the country. Barring these
vears the number of crimes, both cognizable and non-
cognizable, have remained almost constant for over 80 vears,

TABLE A!
CRIMINAL OFFENCES REPORTED

Number  Numbher

of of non-
cognizable cogizable
Year offences  offences Total
1876-77 1,644 1,465 . 3,100
1901-02 1,366 1,082 2548
1902-03 1,481 1,306 2,787
1903-04 1,490 1,474 2,904
1904-05 1,609 1,617 3,126
1921.22 1,630 L110 2,610
1922.23 1,446 1,106 2,662
1023.24 1,350 Lols 2,368
1927.28 1,704 1,136 2,840
1928-29 1,730 1,172 1,902
1929-30 1,704 1,180 2,974
1933-34 1,454 81l 2,205
1934.35 1,494 835 2,320
1935-36 1,827 946 2,673
1950 2,274 1,24 3,208
1951 1,834 897 2,731
1952 . 1,868 1,229 2,887
Jles7 1321 2558 3,803
1869 1,676 3,166 4,732

1P from' 1081 onward ade taken from West Bengal Distriot Censu?
Handbook, 1961, Cooch Behar, 1966, p.320 i "

" were sevenscases of
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A ) ole ure generally peaceful, certain heinous
'rlhol"llg ! (tll-‘\to’i):; plfobberfi,ninurder and culpable hon}lclgg
e -e' .tfxiw Jistrict Trom olden times. Most of lt' o
did Um:mh'n(ll th;air origiy in domestic intrigue or connu )1;1
I'll‘flil‘l(l(l!"i‘;* aﬁ)d were hardly ever for gain. Lives wpred.rg_elg
lnfidell {]isnutes over land or other property in this Als u,_l.
Tie Bopuly Commimones o Eonb i iy e Sont
Administration Report of b- T A, ° popuistion
is not much tempted to crime by want. ome places tigers
i hieves from roaming abou !
an:} };()]t)ﬂll:] i-ela:;)l:(le(tarazt more efficiently than any Cl;}?ukl(}i‘:‘\;
?)1:1 the otﬁer hand the absence of Zmnm'dars, 'Wh()t 1s:eet ﬁt:::nbér
petty cases in the Zillas...tend to inerease the

: ”»
of criminal cases brought to light.

. e .

\ iest record available of dacoities in any one yea
ix t'(lnhel:(l}ghgat, rvE:'hen there were 12 dacmtuis. 18161;) ’}(?(glﬁz
l‘h e were 16 and in the following year 1~4. In - ) there
e aover dacoity and in 187(.71 five cases. In the

ine vear 1874-76 the number was 11 whmhdneemcs. ta
famin te that the peopl in general were not moved to B!:l}:ne
gldn'ﬂn?t The peculiar geographical situation of K?cg 1'tar
nxnl:‘els the district a convenient place for the offence of dacoity.

Tt has been stated in Chanter I that there were enclaves

within Kbdch Bihar whilch belolng‘ed :JCE %gc%mgilﬁ;roiv fi[:g‘r:lg]gg;

were also enclaves ol ,
xi'}(l it(.}:t:totfheﬁ:ngp“r and Jalpaiguri. Tt was thu‘s e.as;lr{ foltl‘
::]:;}'(r)it‘s‘of Rangpur and Jalpaiguri to1 vommxat (:lffer;tv %a; dm : 132};
ih i these enclaves an
Blhm‘h tlllx;g)n esoag?mlﬁ::ly, these enclaves afforded e(:lsly
a}?pllt‘e ef.or 'm;rsons of Koch Bihar who after committing the
ime rould coone (o these ol Actuly. ne e
asi di  enclaves 0 )
S.u‘m{nsl (llstlgﬁgaﬁ;?illt::h:;;r territory of the I.{all_mts offered
e m;t and became their dens. The principal reason
ther Sh?} “ nment of the East Tndin ﬂpmnany to attemut
for the. ct)i\;eg of the Police and the Criminal Courts in Ko«.-h
mprmndlza. . the reign of Harendra Narayan ( des'crlbod. in
Diar u;l(r;gwas to prevent the offences of dacoity 1:9113«:
Chaptel d by stray bands of the Sanvasis still at large within
(.omm'letttq t)gf Ranepur. Another offence which was rather
the distric as the offence of kidnavnine. Tn most of the
o Toted to n run-awav wife, This was so frenuent
n on th]:] re that the Cooch Behar State Government enacted
g earlyl e;v;' to empower the Fowidari Ahilkar to adont a
mmar aroeedure for the anvrehension of the run-awav
n"i}:]n::g ;:er paramour and restoration of the wife to the
W Y :

husband.

: i ver. increasing since 19561, Tmn
He;‘nouswr:;]:n ﬁ'fa:‘l?z’oohlgi:: eThis nrobnbly was due to the
1951 t})e&'eooﬁd{tion of the district due to large migrations
distur Plb border. The number foll to 47 in 1952. 97 in 1.9'-')3
T i 109, Tn 1970 and 1971 the nnmber of dacoities
?"d’ Ant(', ]15:; and 114 resvectivelv. The number of
m:&:if: were 6 in 1051, 11 in both the years 1962 and 1953.
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but it rose to 18 in 1969, 26 in 1970 and 4 in 1971, The
number of riotings were 67 in 1951, 84 and 74 in 1952 and
1963, but it rose to 453 in 1969 and to 581 in 1970. There
was slight diminution in the number: of rioting in 1971 which
was 927 that year. These increnses tend to show that the
one-time primitive peuace-loving community of Koch Bihar
is gradually changing its character. ’

The history of the development in the police force has
been given in Chapter 1X. 'The present strength of regular
police in the district is as follows. The district police force
is under a Superintendent of Police assisted by one Additional
Superintendent and two Ieputy Superintendents. There are
two Police Circles each under one Inspector, one located at
Koch Bihar and the other at Matabhanga, Tn addition,
there is one Inspector for Koch Bihar Court and one each for
the District Intelligence Branch, the District FEnforcement
Branch and Armed D’olice.  The following table gives the
distribution of the Sub-Tuspectors, Assistunt Sub-Inspectors,
Head Constables, Constables, Dafadars and Chaulkidars.

S. I. A8.I. H.C. Nuik Cous- Duafa- Chauki-
tubles  dars dars

Koch Bihar 7 6 68 304
Tufanganj 3 3 ‘14 216
Dinhata 4 3 14 28 258
Nitai 2 1 8 ] 70
Matabhanga 4 4 14 | 308
Sitalkuchi 2 1 10 130
Mekhliganj 2 2 10 82
Haldibari 2 1 10 71
Court 6 7 28
DL.L B, 3 6 24
L. E, B, 4 1 13
Reservo 4 53
Armed Police 3 30 14 548
Miscellancous 4 25 22

Anti-corruption work  in West Bengal isx under g
centralized organization under the Vigilance Commissioner.
There is no prohibition in the State.

There is a District Jail at Koch Bihar and four sub-jails
at Tufanganj, Dinhata, Matabhanga and Mekhliganj. The
Koch Bihar District Jail is under u_whole time Superinten-
dent, while the sub-jails are under the Subdivisional Officers

~-who dot as ex-officlo Superintendents of the sub-jails. The

LAW, ORDER AND JUSTICE 150

[ )
sub-jails are merely judicial lock-ups and no sentence in
excess of one month’s imprisonment is executed in the sub-
jails. Recreational facilities such as cinema shows, sports
and musical and yatra performances are arranged. There ix
a Board of unofficial visitors for the district and the sub-jnils.

Juvenite delinquents and politicnl. prisoners are not
generally kept m the Koch Bihar jail but transferred

elsewhere,

The ecrafts taught in the Koch Bihar jail .invlude
carpentry, making of jute twines, weaving, mat-making and
works in bamboo.

A history of the evolution of the Criminal and Civil courts
in Koch Bihar has been given in Chapter IX. Since 1950,
that is, after the merger of Koch Bihar with West Bengal the
following g)riminal Courts are funcuoning in the district:

(n) Sadar Subdivisional Magistrate’s Court with two
subordinate, courts.
(1) Court of the Subdivisional Magistrate of ''ufunganj.
(v) Court of the Subdivisional Mugistrate of Mata-
. bhanga. .
(1) Court of the Subdivisional Mugistrate of Dinhata,
(e) Court of the Subdivisional Magistrate of Mekhliganj,

‘ There is one subordinate court ot Matabhanga, Dinhata and

Mekhligan].

2 1vi : i : y N 1 .

There was a Civil and Sessions Judge at Koch Bihar in

196(0) ;:1:3 the Subdivisional Officers acted as Munsifs in
addition to being Magistrates. 1“!‘(_)1“ January 16, .,[95() a
District and Sessions Judge from West Bengal Cadre was
posted at Koch Bihar. The following Courts were set up
from 1961:

(1) One temporary Court of a Subordinate Judge for the
district stationed at Koch Bihar.

. (2) One permanent Munsif’s Court at Koch Bihar to be
presided over by the Subordinate Judge.

‘(3) One temporary Munsif’s Court at Tufanganj to be
presided over by the Subordinate Judge on
cireuit.

(4) One permanent Munsil’s Court at Matabhanga with
o Munsif stationed there.

(6) One permanent Munsif’s Court at Mekhliganj to be
presided over by the Munsif of Matabhanga on
circuit.

(8) One permanent Munsif’s Court at Dinhata to he
presided over hy the Munsif of Matabhanga on
circuit.

The District Judge, who is also the Sessions Judge for

+ the district, functions as the Tribunal for the purpose of

section 41 of the West Bengnl Fstates Acquisition Act and

Courts :
Criminal
Courts of
Magistrates

Civil and
Sansions Courts
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as Special Judge for the purpose of sections HA and 20 of the
said Act in addition to his uwsual duties as District Judge.
He is also the Competent Authogity for the purpose of
Rehabilitation of Displaced Peisons and Eviction of ’ersons
in Unauthorised Occupation of Land Act and the Authorty
under section 20 of the Minimum Wages Act in respect of
the district for the purpose of hearing and deciding claims
under the Act. )

The Subordinate Judge is also the Assistant Sessions
Judge of the district and exercises Small Cause Court powers
up to the value of Rs. 750 within the local limits of the Sadar
and Tufanganj Munsifis and functions as an Appellate

Authority under section 19(1) of the West Bengal Land
" Reforms Act, 1966, within the limits of the said two Munsifis
in addition to his usual duties as Subordinate Judge.

The Munsif of Matabhanga who also presides over the
Courts at Dinhata and Mekhliganj i= not vested with Smpll
Cause Court powers, He functions a= an Appellate Authority
under section 19(1) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Aet,
1956 within the limits of the said three Munsifis in addition
to his duties as Munsif.

=]

The Sessions Judge of Koch Bihar also presides aver thie
Special Court of Koch Bihar created under the West Bengal
Criminal Amendment (Specinl Court) Act, 1949. 'The
Sessions Judge hears appeals, revision cases, motions,
Criminal Miscellaneous cases arising out of orders and
decisions of the Magistrates in the district. The Asristant
Sessions Judge hears the appeals of persons convicted®on trial
hy Second and Third class Magistrates.

The cases handled in the court of the District Judge ove

Original Suits, viz,, Title Suits including contested T.etters of

Administration cases, Matrimonial Suits and their execution
cases, Guardianship cases, Miscellaneous Judicial cases,
Miscellaneous Non-Judicial cases, Title Appeals, Money
Apneals, Rent Appeals, Miscellaneous Appeals and Special
Miscellaneous Appeals. '

The cases handled in the Court of the Subordinate Judge
are Original Suits, viz., Title Suits, Matrimonial Suits,
Money Suits and Rent Suits of value exceeding Rs. 2,000,
Small Cause Court Suits of value up to Rs. 750 in respect of
the Sadar Munsifi and their execution cases, Miscellaneous
Judicial cases arising out of these suits and ecases, Title
Appeals, Rent Appeals, Money Appeals and Miscellancous
Appeals arising out of the decisions of the Munsif except
where he himself acts as the Munsif in which case the Appeals
are heard by the District Judge.

The cases handled in the Court of the Munsifs are Original
Suits, vis.,, Title Suits, Matrimonial Suits, Money Suits,
Rent uits up to the value of Rs. 2,000 and their execution
cases, ‘Miscellaneous Judicial cases arising out of these suits
sna, g¥nd Appeals under section 19(1) of the West
orms Act, 1956.

"y

B a4,
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The work of the Panchayati adalat has not yet started in
the district.

Previous to the mergerqof Cooch Behar with West Bengal
there were no Mukhtears as the Cooch Behar State Govern-~
ment did not allow Mukhtears to practise in the Courts.
After the merger some Mukhtears have been enrolled. There
is a Bar Association of the Pleaders at Koch Bihar, Dinhata,
Tufanganj, Matabhanga and Mekhligan].

Petitioners adjudged as Paupers are allowed to file suits
without the prepayment of Court Fees (other than fees
payable for the service of processes). Undefended persons
charged with murder are defended at State cost.

Panchayats
4 dalaum

Bar

Btate assistance
to litigents
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CHAPTER XH
'OTHER DEPARTMENTS

The officer of the Aﬁxi'iculture Department in charge of
district is the District Agricultural Officer who
co-ordinates the adtivities of the Agriculture Department
in the district, details of which have appeared in
Chapter IV. There is an Agronomist holding the rank of
Additional District Agricultural Officer. He gives expert
opinion on the types of soil and the crops suitable for such
soil and also on manuring. Both these officers are stationed
at Koch Bihar. There is a District Agricultural Marketing
Officer posted at Koch Bihar who collects marketing informa-
tion and advises the cooperative marketi organizations.

. ad ) n
A Subdivisional Agricultural Marketing Oé(ter is stationed
at Dinhata. o

There is an  Assistant Engigeer for Agri-irrigati

] : k grisirrigation
stationed at Koch Bibar. He supervises and executes the
minor irrigation projects in the distric. :

The principal officer of the Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment stationed in the district is the District Live Stock
Officer posted at Koch Bihar. The District Veterinary
Ofticer is in charge of the district except the Mekhliganj
subdivision which is tagged to Jalpaiguri district, There is
a Veterinary Hospital at Koch Bihar in charge of a
Veterinary Inspector and there is a Veterinary ., Assistant
Surgeon attending to the hospital cases. There is no Mobile

Unit in the district and the Stationary Veterinary Assistant

. Surgeon at Tufanganj attends to the dispensary cases there.

Besides two hospitals at Koch Bihar and Tufanganj there
are dispensaries at Koch Bihar, Dinhata, Matabhanga,
Tufangan) and Sitai.

The Assistant Registrar of Cooperative Societies of the
district is stationed at Koch Bihar. There is also g District
Auditor, Cooperative Societies, stationed at Koch Bihar.
Cooperative activities in the district started after the
merger of Koch Bihar in West Bengal. Up till now not
much headway has been made in this sector but several
marketing and credit societies have been set up. Mention
may be made of the Koch Bihar Central Cooperative Bank
Lt£, Koch Bihar, with a branch at Matabhanga and the
Tufanganj Large Sized Cooperative Marketing Society Ltd.

The Cooch Behar State Press which was takep over by the
West Bengal Government is run as a West %engal State

Press and the Superintendent of this Pregs is an
officer of the Commerce Branch of the Commerce and
Industries Department in the district. Under the

Industries Branch there is an Industrial Training Institute
at Kog}g Bihar under a Principal. The Cooch Behar State

AT T
o B L
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started an Axtisan School in ' 1869 to
%)v::? ntl::lfma?ﬂi education to the people of Koch Bihar in
::aIP entry blacksmithy, weaving, pottery, masonry and in
thap bragiers’ art. Col. Haughton, the Commiseioner of
Cooch Behar held high hopes of this institution. But the
p:ople were not enthused and gradually the institution

shrunk owing to lack of pupils. In later years it was main-

h roduction centre in carpentry and _smlthy'to
:;‘lxxlilcel;1 aa;l:chline shop was later added. The weaving semﬁn
radually degenerated into a tailoring shop. In 1953 t 3
overnment of West Bengal took up the institution han

verted it into an Industrial School and workshop. There
cone five trades in this School; three for girls, namely,
we;ving tailoring and silk-waste spinning and the two
g‘ides for the boys were genIeraleechgmcsl951;5%%1;;{;80 ﬁzg(g

icg training. In November .
motoz' lgﬁcﬁgni? btll?e IV%cational Treining Wing of the
wu? £;i s Directorate and was converted 1mto an“Ip‘dus»tnal
I‘m _us.r:a InNitute. The trades of the girls remained as
%r;‘l?ellls’vhile eight trades for btzys were 13;trm}uce%, viz.,
]_)e ou htsman (Mechanical), Surveyor, Fitter, Turner,
Wr:ldgr Motor Mechanic, Blacksmith, and Carpenter.
1

istri ustrial Officer, Kooh_‘ Bihar, represents
T}l)e ?fi'::tx;gltt Ior;d Cottage and Small-Scale Industries in
:llql‘:.di:gict His function is to collect industrial statistics

COTTAGE AND
SMALL-SoALE
INDUSTRIRS

and make survey of industrial possibilities. e also inquires

intd applications under - the scheme for

Industries. o o
istric wtor of Schools together wit "
T?e t]? Il;t:;;?wt(r):sxi::i %uh-Inspectors form the Insper:torafg
o m:i'ﬂtrint to look after Secondary and Primary Educa-
;P nthe O:;iler Officers of the Educatiln{n ?epﬁrtlzout z}ri Lﬂ:‘e
rinci ictorin C ; the Hea aster, Jenkins
gglni]l]mlt'he‘?’(;itr?::li&]‘;al( (}l(lsgﬁ Bihar Tol; the Head Mistress,
ool; ,
Sunity -« the Head Master, . K. : :
?)‘:;l:}{t‘kgggizlln"}o]llfléfmtimi ()ch}«\er V?’n{if the l'i‘l{qirlclt‘st{lm‘ﬁ;;;\fl
sical 1 jon and Yout elfare. lhe I ;
gggﬁfiﬁ]n ];;(flllt;(i:‘:l(i‘?ational Cadet QCorps is located at K(?(.'h

- Koch Bihar, is in charge

. dent of Excise, Koch Bihar, is ¢ '

t{heEigiggrtln;r?En;stratinn in Koch Bihar under the super-

3§sio,f of éhe Deputy Commissioner. He is assisted by
Inspectors and Su -Inspectors. | __—

icultural Income-Tax Officer, Koch Bihar Range

andT:lhee A(%&Z::&l Tax Officer, Koch Bihar Charge are

i i istant
: i Koch Bihar. There is also_an Assis
g?;?r?gge;(;ent (:)f, Agricultural Statistics Branch of the
Finance Department stationed at Koch Bihar.

istrict Fishery Officer is stationed at ¥och Bihar.
Hi‘sTQZt;) 1is:r;;((~) promotz pisciculture and to organize fisher-

's cooperative societies. T _ & of
lf?sinariea‘ix}) the district in the inland lagoons. "Somse- fisher-

State  Ald  to.

EvpvcaTtion

Sadar M. K. School; tte

ExcisB

Finanon

. Fisamny

There are quite a tumber. of-

' . . ' . d the.
meén’s coorerative - gocieties have been organized an

® fsheries -have been leased out to them.
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: . ides
) ind Marnage Act. of 1955, beSI‘ )
Foop AND There is no statutory ratjoned area in Koch Bihar. Oﬁi"f)‘? t‘!ntd":uﬁ!‘ﬁelf;?m‘: is the ex-officio Marriage Officer
Surrrizs There is an Assistant District Controller of Food und th‘:l lihncsgecial arriage Act of 1954. ‘
Supplies stationed at Koch Bihar to look after the distri- under the N | Txcise is stationed Orsicx vxoEs
bution_of cereals under modified rationing. He also looks istant Collector of Central lixcise 1§ stad ten~ THE CENTRAL
fter distribution of other essential articles such as kerosens : The Assie d under him there are three Superinten G BRAL
:ns balby food. There is zlso a_Subdivisional Controller of at Koch gxhat:nf nEx::ilsle at Koch Bihar, Dinhgtat ax:)(% Central Exoise
Food and Supplies stationed at Koch Bihar. ilde;?t?bl?:fng:n There are twﬁ) Eell;;llgr fﬁ)e&ﬂﬁghzi ;a
‘ : h at Koc ’
InzoRMATION There is a District Information and Public Relations Central Excise, one each &l ‘ Koch Bihar Income.Tax
Axp Pusrio Officer at Kooh Bihar and under him are two Subdivisional . Income-Tax Officer posted at Koc .
RaraTIONS Information and Public Relations Officers at Matabhanga There is an . osted at Koch Lend Customs
and Mekhliganj. The Superintendent of Land Customs s P
IBRIGATION AND The Executive Engineer, Koch Bihar Division, is Bihar. )
WaTHRwAYS stationﬁd a]% chl)clﬁ Eihali and undex; h}l)x(x; are two ?lub%ivis]i{mt;; There is & research Statign fgri :agg’l&lgt ;;::lt l;;?i?::}};pg‘;g i‘;?f'c ond
vig., the Koch Bihar Irrigation Subdivision and the Koe Hootion of tobacco produce .
T ot iviai i tilization o . suitable for
Do e Subdion ek nder_ s At i ot saa i o g b mors
irrigation_in the district, the turbulent rivers, .the Torsa hookahs.
and the Tista, keep them fully engaged.
P | The Panchayat Department has ‘' two officers in the
AnoRATAT district, vis., the Regional Assistant Director of Panchayats
and the District Panchayat Officer.
PusLic Wonks The Executive Engineer, Koch Bihar Division. “is
stationed at Koch Bihar and under him are three sub- -
divisions, each under an Assistant Engineer, viz., the Koch
Bihar Subdivision I, the Koch Bihar Subdivision II and the
Matabhanga Subdivision. :
Roads Branch The Executive Engineer, Construction Divigion, is
stationed at Koch Bihar. Under him is the Koch Bihar
Construction Subdivision in charge of an Assistant Engineer.
Special Roads An Assistant Engineer of the Special Roads Branch is
rench stationed at Koch Bihar in charge of the Koch Bihar Sub-
"division which is under the Executive Ingineer, North
Bengal Division I, with headquarters at Kurseong.
Rarvess The district had at one time quite n serious problem in

Remasrurmamios  rehabilitating a large number of migrant people from
erstwhile East Pakistan. The problem has now somewhat
eased. There is a Relief Officer of the Refugee Rehabilita-
tion Department posted at Koch Bihar.

RNGISTRATION The District Magistrate is the District Registrar but
: immediate charge of the office is with the District Sub-
Registrar, Under the District Sub-Registrar there are six

Sub-offices, viz., the Sadar Joint S'ug-lRe istry Office at

Koch Bihar, ‘the Dinhata Sub-Registry Office at Dinhata,

the Tufanganj Sub-Registry Office at Tufanganj, the Mekhli-

ganj Sub-Registry Office at Mekhliganj, the Matabhanga

ub-Registry Office at Matabhanga, and’ the Joint Sub-

Registry Office of Mekhliganj at Haldibari. The Circle Officer

(now B.D.O.) of Haldibari is the ex-officio Joint Sub-Registrar

of Haldibari. Othgr offices are held by departmental Sub-
Registrars. The Sub-Registrars also  act as  Marriage
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CHAPTER X1

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT

No details are available of the kind of r 1 ini
tration prior to 1864. There was, however, :r:aingt(,liﬁx‘tlil:)sr;

known as dewania. These dewanias were large jotedars

residing on their firms; and the neighbouring areg i
their tenants. There had been nog surve gor se:t]‘:;xl::;ltn%(}:‘
the country and the tenants were compﬁet

thumb of the jotedars or dewanias. These dewanias reigned
a8 the civil heads of the community and arbitrated in aﬂ
disputes amongst their tenants and dependants. Much
depepde.dlupon the personal character and temperament of
the individual dewania, for good or for evil he reigned
superme and the only redress any oue had against  his
vagaries was to appeal to the Rajsabha.  Afger the settle-
ment operations, the power of the dewanias was (o u great
extent reduced. People then had a recorded right in their
land which the State acknowledged. Agriculture improved
and by and large the condition of the people iniproved.
With increasing opulence the people began to feel the
necessity of some organization for their security. In 1876
some petitions were sent to the Deputy Commissioner for
organizing o village Chauwkidari system on  the pattern
obtaining in Rangpur and Jalpaiguri. The inhabitants of
the taluks volunteered to raise subscription for the pay of
the Ckaukzdarx and the State was requested to give them
a badge and invest them with police functions. The prayer
was granted and the scheme became popular till in 1889-83
there were 1,576 Chaukidars in the State. As it became
increasiugly difficult to pay this large body of men regularly
by raising subscriptions the Clooch Behar Village Chaukidari
Act was passed in 1893-94 on the model of the Bengal Act
of the same name of 1891. The Collecting member of the
Panchayat was appointed by the State and o Chanlidari
rate in terms of the Act was levied ou the residents of the
Panchayat aren by the Collecting Lanchayat ang deposited
with the Subdivisional Officer. The Subdivisional Officer
paid the salaries of the Chaulidars at (uarterly pay parades
at the thanas. This was the only partially 'solf-;;zoverning
organization in existence in Koch Bihar in'the rural areqs
till they were replaced by the creation of Gram and Anchal
Panchayats under the West Bengal Panchavat Aect of 1957.

In 1885 the Cooch Behar Town Committee Act was
passed and a nominated committee of ten wag created under

_the Act to function as a municipality for the town of Koch

Bihar. The Feoujdari Ahilkar was fo be th :

Later by an amendment of the Act in 1897 thz sgg:;mggl
dent of the State was made the ex-officio Chairman
Municipal functions performed by the Town Committee
included maintenance of some of the roads made over to
the Town Committee, street lighting, conservancy and

ely under the
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druinage and maintenance o8 the Towu Chaulkidari force.
The finance was obtained partI{ by taxation of properties
situated in the town and partly by a State grant. In 1897,
the Town Committee Aok was extended to the Subdivisional
towns of Dinhata and Matabhanga and to the bunder at
Haldibari. In 1931, the Act was extended to the Sub-
divisional town of Mekhliganj. In 1901-02, the Town
Committees were invested with the power of recording
births and deaths and for Registration of carts plying within
the Town Committee aren and to levy a tax on cartloads of
tobaceo and jute coming into the Town Committee area.
From 1903-04 the Town Committees were authorized to keep

cattle pounds.

The following statement will show the receipts and
expenditure of each of the above Town Committees during

the year 1903-04:
INCOME

Cooch Behar  Dinhata  Matabhangs  Haldibari

$s. 40 P.  Re. AN P.  Rs. An. P, Ba As, P,
Balance of previons year 6,221 10 7 819 4 0 101912 4 230 11 38
Stato grant 17,210 0 0 1,148 0 0 1,600 0 0 1,600 0 ©
Pofhd fand ¢ 3,600 0 0 200 0 O 500 0 0
Taxes 9,141 8 0 550 3 0 681 5 O 974 18 0
Misoellaneous 281118 6 218 9 5 384 5 38 7414 6
State grant for Narendra 600 0 O

Narayan Park

Yotal 80,085 010 4,808 1 2 4085 6 7 3,400 6 ¢
EXPENDITURE
Office ostablishment 2,286 1 0 381 0 8 20011 0 209 18 0
Lighting charges 80411 0 204 3 6 173 3 6 83312 0
Narendra Narayan Park 2,080 1 8
Town [mprovement 12,200 10 2 2,680 11 6 1,126 4 502 8
Conservancy 6,724 16 8 142 9 6 480 9 257 B

8 8
8 0
2,888 0 0 488 14 ¢ 417 1 9 42414 38
1483 9 & 841 5 9 8212 6 819 2 ¢

Chankidarl establishment
Miscellaneons

Total 80,287 0 6 427813 0 267611 0 2,227 4 8

The foregoing statements would show that the Town
Committees mainly depended on the State grants for the
functions. While the Koch Bihar Town Committee could
raise & sum of little more than half the amount of the State
grant, the smaller Town Committees mainly depended on

the State grants for their existence.

In 1944 the Cooch Behar Municipal Act was passed and
the Town Committee of Koch Bihar was converted into a
Municipality, = The . previous functions of the Town
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Committee remained and further functions were added like
sanctioning of building plans, powers to demolish dangerous
buildings, action_for food adulteration, etc. The only
Municipality in Koch Bihar even 'now is the Koch Bihar
Municipality. The Town Committees of Dinhata, Mata-
bhanga, Mekhliganj and ‘Haldibari are still functioning as
before. A brief account of Koch Bihar Municipality is given
at the end of this chapter.

The West Bengal Panchayat Act of 1957 was extended
to the districts in various stages from 7 June 1958 to
8 June 1960. The whole district is now covered by Gram
and Anchal Panchayats. The old Chaukidari Panchayats under
the Cooch Behar Village Chaukidari Act of 1893 have been
abolished and replaced by Gram and Anchal Panchayats.
As the smallest territorial unit a Gram Panchayat, normally,
has for its jurisdiction a revenue mauza with an
approximate population of 1,000. The number of its
members varies from 9 to 15 who usually hold office for four
years. They elect one amongst them as the Adhyaksha and
another as the Upadhyaksha, For every Gram Panchayrt,
there is a Gram Panchayat Fund to which are credited the
sum or sums assigned to it under the provisions of the Act
as also any gifts or contributions received and income
derived from endowments and trusts made in favour of it.

The table below shows the number of Gram Panchayats
as they existed in 1968-69 as also their combined receipts
and disbursements for the same year.

Number

of Gram Total Total
Name of Blook Panchayats receipts disbursements

Rs. Rs.
Koch Bihar I 87 31,100-00 27,060 47
Koch Bihar I 72 17,782-06 18,702-80
" Dinhata I 54 1515721  9,440-25

Dinhata IT 64 13,807.22 10,6885-18
Sitai 21 8,347-01 2,665 56
Tufanganj 88 26,441-95 11,807-85
Mekhliganj 45 45,149-92 30,763-52
Haldibari 24 13,420-61 11,967-16
Sitalkuchi 41 26,908-73 18,176-58
Matabhanga I b4 17,134-30 11,602-48
Matabhanga IT 4 15,326-18 12,432-80

582 2,30,662-27' 1,68,184-62

o
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An Anchal Panchayat «omprises gome contiguous Anchal
Grem Panchayats or Gram Sabhas. Normally, eight to ten Panchaysts

contiguous Gram Panchayats with a total population of
about 10,000 constitute ar Anchal Panchayat. The area of
the Anchal Panchayat is roughly that of the former Union
Board. An Anchal Panchayat consists of members elected
by its constituting Gram Panchayats on the basis of one
member for every 260 members of a Gram Sabha. The
President of the Anchal Panchayat is called the Pradhan
and the Vice-President Upa-Pradhan.

'The Pradhan and the Upa-Pradhan usually /hold office
for 4 years. There is besides a salaried secretary for
attending to the day-to-day works of the organization. The
functions of the Anchal Panchayat are assessment and
collection of taxes, maintensnce and —control of dafadurs
and chaukidars and the proper constitution and administra-
tion of the Nyayn Panchayats. The functions of a Gram
Panchayat, dn the other hand, are to provide for sanitation,
conservancy and drainage, curative and preventive measures,
maintenance, repair and construction of roads, organizing
voluntary labour for community work and other delegated

and discretionary duties.

“The table below shows the blockwise number of Anchal
Panchayats and their combined receipts and disbursements
figures for 1968-69.

Number

of Anchal
° Pancha- Total Total
Name of Block yats Receipts disbursements
Rs. Rs.
Koch Bihar I 14 1,40,557-30 1,30,025-29
Koch Bihar 11 18 1,51,32043  1,30,799-70
Dinhata T 10 1,26,222-73 1,03,885:58
Dinhata 1T 9 94,879'70 70,206-34
Sitai 4 54,430-43 37,637-98
Tufanganj 16 1,71,077-68  1,40,680-50
Mekhliganj 8 88,387-77 59,142-89
Faldibari 8 56,6569-3b 47,862-81
Sitalkuchi 8 1,28,013-10 05,842-71
Matabhanga I- 9 1,10,049-20 08,762:37
Matabhanga IT 9 1,21,403-36  1,13,933-10
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There are 11 Anchalik Parishadg set up under the West
Bengal Zilla Parishads Act, corresponding to the 11 blocks
e

in the district. The Anchalik Parishad consists of the
Pradhans within the Block, ones Adhyaksha from each

Anchal Panchayat, M.Ps. and M.T.As,  elected from a

constituency comprising the Block or a part thereof and the
M.L.Cs. (since abolished) havi i

Block, two women and two persons belongi
community. Each Anchalik Parishad hag o President and
a Vice-President elected by the members from among them-
selves for a period of 4 years. The Block Deve opment
Officer is ex-officio Chief Executive Officer of the Anchalik
Parishad while the Parishad works through certain standing
committees and has a fund to which are credited contribu-
tions, grants or loans made by the Central or the State
Government or the Zilly Parishad and al} receipts on
account of tolls, rates and fees levied by it. The Anchalik
Parishad has the bower to implement schemes relating to
agriculture,. livestock, cottage industry, cooperftion, wuter
supply, irrigation, public health, ete,

[ ]
The Koch Bihar Zilla Parishad start
but it now stands superseded,

. When the Koch Bihar Municipality (or T8wn Cem-
mittee) was established iy, 1885, arrangements were made
for conservancy and removal of refuse, 'The large tuliks

ed functioning in

- within the town, namely, the Sagardighi, the Jheeldighi.

the Laldighi, the Bairagidichi
improved and converted into_rexerved tanks for the supply
of drinking water. Later, Koch Bihar establisheds its own
waterworks in the present century,  The drains were '\\_'ell-
swept and trenching was done under constant supervision.
Koch Bihar ung )
of streets not only in_the headquarters town but also in the
important towns of Dinhata  and Tufanganj. The KO“I‘
ihar town is picturesquely laid out by means of straight
and broad roads which intersect each other generally at
right angles. Avenues of Sissoo, Kadam, Mango and Talli

trees and other evergreens border the high roads. The
recelpts of the Municipality incrensed from Rs. 2.45 lukhs
In 195152 to Rs. 4.94 lakhe in  1960-61, Wxpenditure

increased from Rs. 2.03 lakhs to 1ts, 4 04 lakhs in the same
period.

and the bazar tank were all

In 1972.73, the Koch  Bihar Municipality had 19

members. The demangd angd collection of rates can be stated
as followg:
Demand Collection
Ra. Rs.
Arrear 8,14,334 1,97,262
Current 3,20,630 1,63,344
Total

9;84086‘ 3 .60 ,006

er the Maharaju had g sviatem of watering -
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i ' i 1.
icipali sopulation of 53,734 in 19
Its 'f&:ln;:xiﬁglggalggyml;%disa: ]Llnétalled, 32.49 and unmetalled,

10.07 miles.

. : P lorry and two
icipality maittained one refuse >
The ?lumr‘gllr):)vailr of refuse and night-soil. I:}I‘hei X’;,tiilé
tractors ormaintained by the Public Healthl n'g] nre o
workst azit of the Government of WeStT]?en%at;xl lezxegth of
ge()pat:ﬂ?:?-wells in the I;nuni'(l:umlagffa‘that\eofokutcha e o
ha ig . 4 miles ¢
P bout g(l)‘mnisielss dl’.i‘(i::etre are two sluughter hOﬁISBS, gﬁi 0‘:0?]‘(:
?ﬂ(;)l(lltu@ mrxr(ll the other of thet'Mug(lllrllnls. rerf)a?r P‘(l)f "ooden
s construction ¢ .
executed 1nlcl}ll‘lg :11:: r;(;:ir of roads and embm}kment]s. TI\:;};;
(tm:vler;; I;l;:dizul‘e incurred in 1972-73 on public works
ota

Rs. 48,611.



CHAPTER XIV
EDUCATION AND CULTURE

The kings of Xoch Bihar in different times maintained
the traditions of Hindu monarchy of granting patronage to
learning and letters. The earliest of such tradition dates
back to the 14th century when Durlabhanarayan was the king
of Koch Bihar. No real history of this king is available but
the manuseript of a book written by Hema Saraswati states
that he was a king of Kamatapur which was the residence
of the writer. Hema Saraswati ,wrote two books, vis.
Narasimha  Purana and Hara-Gouri Sarwada.! Harihar

Vipra and Kaviratna Saraswati were two other poets of the '

court of Durlabhanarayan. Harihar Vipra translated the
Asvamedha Parvan of the Mahabharata and XKaviratna
Saraswati translated the Drona Parvan of the same epic.?

L4

During the reign of Visva Simha (1497-1533) two poets
of his court Mankar and Durgabar. wrote two books on
Manasa-mangal. Mankar in his Manasa-mangal uses the
name MARAIYA for Manasa. Marai means a scourge of
death or epidemic. It has been mentioned in Chapter I11I
that the worship of Bishahari (Manasa) is rather largely
practised in Koch Bihar, though there are very few snake-
bite deaths. The goddess is also propitiated to stave off
epidemics and calamities. Mankar’s view of Manasa bears
this out and gives the clue to the different attitude to this
goddess in Koch Bihar. About this time a poet Pitambar
wrote a Kavya in verse called Nala-Damayanti-Kakini. He
gives the date of the composition as 1466 Saka correspond-
ing to A.D. 1644 and states that he wrote the book at the
request of Samar Simha, son of Visva Simha. By 1544
Visva Simha was probably dead. He had many wives and
Samar Simha might have been a son by one of his wives.
Pitambar was thus not a poet attached to the Court but
received patronage from the prince.

During the reign of Naranarayan (1533-1587) a poet of
the court, Ram Saraswati translated the whole of the
Mdhabharata. The manuscript of the Bhishma Parvan of
the same is still preserved in the Koch Bihar State Library.
Ananta Kandali was another poet who wrote a Kavya,
Savitri Upakhyana. Naranarayan brought two famous
Sanskrit scholars from Gauda, one of whom compiled a
Sanskrit grammar named Ratnamala, comparable to Panini
and Mugdhabodha. Another contemporary was Bikrama-
nanda Tarkelamkar. During the reign of Lakshminarayan
(1687-1627), Vipra Visarad is said to have translated the

*A late copy of the book in manuscript lies in the possession of Dr. Ajoy
Kumar Chakravartti of Dhubri. P " P fon of Dr. A]

*The languages of these works quoted by Dr. Ajay Kumar Chakravartti
in his recent book Literalure in Kamata. K(mhlu'hc;‘;J gaj D:rbar is rather

modern. Probably the language was modernized by successive copying-
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whole of the Mahabharata. Only the Birat Parvan is now
extant. The date of writing of the Birat Pravan is given in
chronogram s 1634 Saka (A.D. 1612). During the reign
of Biranarayan (1627-1631), the court poet Xavi Sekhar
translafed tze Birat Pafvan of the Mahabharata. The
manuscript is in existence in the Koch Bibar State Library.
The poet writes that he composed it at the bidding of
Birnarayan who was like Rama, son of Dasaratha and the
composition was completed on Thursday the fifth day of
the lunar cycle in the month of Magh. During the reign
of Prannarayan (1632-1665), Srinath Brahman translated
Adi Parvan and Drona Parvan of the Mahabharata. He
also wrote & kavya, Draupadir Svayarbara. The manuscripts
of the Adi Parvan and the Drona Parvan are preserved in
the Koch Bihar State Library. Maharaja Harendranarayan
(1783-1839) was himself a scholar in Sanskrit and Persian
and was a writer and poet of repute. Durmf his reign his
court attracted quite a large number of scholars and poets.
Harendranarayan himself translated Aishik Parvan, Sabha
Parvan, Salye Parvan and Santi Parvan of the Maha-
bharata, Dwijn Raghuram, a poet of the cgurt of Hareqdm:
narayan, tranglated Bifishma Parvan, Adi Parvan and Sants
Parvan. Under orders of Harendranarayan, five poets,
Balaram, Romnath, Paramananda, Raghuram and

#dhavananda together translated the Vana Parvan of the
a

abharata. Dwija Kirtichandra translated the 4sra/mzl.-,
Pao":;an. Hareudruxlarayan himself translated the Sundara
Kanda of the Ramayana. The Kiskindhya Kanda was
translated by Dwija Raghuram, Devinandan and Srinath
Dwija; the Uttara Kanda was translated by Dwija Raghu-
ram, Saradananda and Satananda, Dwija Raghuram
composell the Ayedhya Kanda. Brajasundar composed the
Lamka Kanda and Dwija Rudradev wrote the Aranya
Kanda. Mahinath, who flourished during the reigns of
Harendranarayan and Sivendranarayan made a free tran-
slation of Markandeya Chandi. Madhava, a court poet of
Harendranarayan transluted the Vishnu Purana; Sarada-
nanda, another poet translated  Kashi Khanda of the
Brahmia-vaivarta-Purana,  Dwija Jagannath .translated
portions of the RPhagabata Purana and Maniram Das
translated portions of the Garuda Purana.

Amongst the Maharajas of Koch Bihar of earlier times,
Maharaja Naranarayan is said to have received formal
education at Varanasi. One outstanding work of his reign
is the writing of Sanskrit grammar by the name of Prayoga-
Ratnamala by Purusottam Vidyavagisa. Tt is said that the
consort of the Maharaja encouraged the Pandit to write the
grammar. This grammar has made its place in the
grammatical literature of India.

The centres of learning in early times appear to- have
been the Royal court and its surroundings. The court was
in early times located at Kamtapur and more than one poet,
described before, mention Kamtapur as their residence. In
later times when the court shifted to sites near the present
Koch Bihar, Khagribari became a seat of learning. There
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were several tols located there and these were run on royal
patronage. There are, howeter, no records as to the
number of pupils taught in these tols. Apart from the
writing of the Prayoga-Ratnamala grammar, no other out-
standing work seems to have emerged from' these
institutions.

Before the time of Maharaja Narendranarayan, the
patronage of education given by the Koch Bihar court only
encouraged Sanskrit learning while Persian was taught in
the royal family for State purposes. Rducation was thus
kept confined within the bounds of an aristocracy in and
around the court. What was the state of popular educa-
tion cannot be ascertnined and there are no records to show
that the State ever encouraged it. In 1857, a vernacular
school was started in Koch Bihar town for the purpose of
imparting education to the kinsmen of the Maharaja. This
may be said to be the first step taken towards popular
education in the country, In 1861 Maharaja Narendra-
narayan offered a purse to Col. Jenkins, (fovern0r General’s
Agent in the North East Frontier, in recognition of the

ood services done by the Colonel during the minority of the
%Iaharaja. The worthy Colonel tactfully avoided accepting
the reward and suggested that the money would be spent
for a good cause if an English School was founded with
that money. Accordingly, an English School was foundbd
in 1861 and named Jenims School in honour of Col.
Jenkins. In the beginning it taught up to the third class
of the Euntrance curriculum and later it received the
recognition of the Calcutta University and sent up the first
batch of five boys for the Entrance Examination in 1870 of
whom three passed. In 1864, three other vernacula: schools
were opened in.the interior and Ramchandra Ghosh, a State
Official was appointed Honora Inspector of Schools in
addition to his other duties. K¥rom 1865 the supervision of
the schools was placed in the hands of a local committee of
Public  Instruction,. assisted by the Government
Inspector of Schools of the North East Division. By 1870
the number of village vernacular schools went up to 58 of
which 6 were meant for girls. A Madrasa for teaching
Persian and three Sanskrit tols were also started.

With the gradual spread of education and extension of
schools in the interior the need for a separate wholetime
Superintendent of Education was felt and in 1870 Rev.
Robinson was appointed to be the first Superintendent of
Education. In the following year, Kasikanath Mukher;i,
lent from the Bengal Education Service, was appointed the
Superintendent of Education. A Guru-training School was
started in February 1873 and a Normal School, a nucleus
of which had existed in 1870 was formally opened in 1876
with the full complement of classes, teachers and stipends.
A net-work of schools and pathsalas covered the entire State
and for proper. supervision the establishment of the
Buperintendent of Education was augmented between 1876
and 1878 by the addition of a Deputy Inspector of Schools,
» Sub-Inspector of Schools and four Inspecting Pandits, The
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following remarks of G.J B Tuite Dalton, the .Deplfty
Commissioner of Koch Bihar in the Annual Administration
Report of the State for 876-77 is worth quotil.lg: “‘There
is no feature of our administration of the Koch Bxhar ‘btgte on
which we are entitled to look with greater s.atlsfactmn than
the success which has attended our efforts in the cause of
Education. A very few years ago there was hardly a scl‘lool
in the Raj and very few except the mukhtears or n}ohaguns
could even read or write. At pr.esen-t Cooch Behar is abead
of Rangpur or J ulpigoree (Jalpaiguri) and ot: all the Assam
districts and can compare not unfavourably with some of the
more advanced districts of lower Bengal.

“During the year under review the numll)er of sch?ols
have increased from 282 to 323 and their pupils from 7,238
to 7,795, apd the average daily attendance from 6,087 to
7,151. Out of the five boys sent up from the State for the
University Entrance Ijxamination fgur possed and two of
them won first grade junior scholarsblps. A gcholar f.rom the
Raj pussed the First Arts Examination for the first time and
another the final examination of thq Mgdlcal Sch_ool. .At the
minor scholarship competitive examination a native of Cooch
Behar secured the second place in the.geneml hs.t.. At t.he
vernacular scholarship examination 1n gompetxtlon with
Assam. Cooch Behar passed as many candidates as th‘ree of
the Assam districts together. At the'a general examination of
the Norntal Schools in the lower provinces Coocll_ Be}u'nr Ifax‘sed
eight candidates against one for the llelghbourlpg- district of
Rangpur. I mention these facts to show that w}nle every year
is swelling the numbers in our schools :_and increasing the
percentage of our school going population, _the quality of
jnstruction imparted will compare favourab!y with .the Gov.el.'n.
ment standard attained to In the neighbouring British
districts.”’ .

i b Bihar was estimated- by Dalton
to %‘285%0 ,glﬁoét.wnT(:\fkiIn{g(l(l)lle-twelfth .nl" the population as
childx‘en’of the school going age the figure comes t0'44];3?0
and of this number 8,975 were In the schools of ?ipplroxlfmgte y
one in five. Of the 323 schools 7 were vun entirely at State

ense. Thesc were the Jenkins School, which was the only
gil;h English School, two Middle Vernacular Shcools, two
Normal Schools, one Boarding School and one Artisan School.
Two hundred and thirty-one scthls were Aided Schools.
Thess were Middle English Schools 3, Middle Vernacular
Schools 88, Lower Vernacular Sccl}ools 96, Girls Scpools 24,
Night Schools 19, and Boarding School 1. én addition there
were 4 Middle Class Schools, 15 Lower Class Schools, 32
Pathsalas, 10 Night Schools. 11 Girls’ Schools and 13
Malhtabs which were privately managed. The intal

expenditure on Education was Rs. 74,516, of which the

dtate’s share was Re. 49,526
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In June 1888 the first cdilege was established in Koch
Bihar named Victoria College to commemorate the Jubilee
of Queen Victoria of England. A sum of Rs. 25,000 was
granted by the State for the initiil expenses for house,
furniture, books and other equipments and adequate
provision was made to meet the regular charges of the
establishment, library and scholarship. But this led to a
heavy reduction in the expenditure on Primary and
Secondary Education. The post of the Superinten(%'ent of
Education was abolished, the Normal Schools done away
with, and there was a reduction in the number of the
pathsalas and village schools together with a curtailment
of the stipends. The Jenkins School had up till then been
a free institution and the pupils had to pav a nominal fee
of annas eight. A system of graduated scales of fees was
introduced in this school to make the school pay a part of
the expenses. In July 1890 Entrance Schools were
established at each of the Subdivisional towns of Mata-
bhanga, Dinhata and Mekhliganj. A subfeription of
Rs. 25,000 was raised from the residents and a wmonthly
grant of Rs. 126 was made from tihe State towards the
expenses of these schools.

The budget for the Primary Kducation and Higher
Education was separated from 1891 and by effecting savitigs
in the Primary sector where iore of people’s cooperation
was secured. the cause of higher education was advanced
without much additional burden on the resources of the
State. The Victoria College and the Jenkins School both
made good progress and by 1890 the Jenkins School had
passed 114 boys in the Fntrance T.xamination, « Though
started with only 16 bovs in 1888, the Victoria College made
quick progress and by 1900 there were 168 pupils on its
rolls and within 9 years had turned out 199 under-graduates,
73 B.As, 4 M.A’s and 4 B.1.’s.

During the last quarter of the 19th Century education
made considerable progress and the number of persons able
to read and write more than doubled during 1881 and 1901;
in the latter years 5.9 per cent of the population were
returned as literates. The number of pupils rose from
10,194 in 1892-93 to 12,670 in 1901-02 in which year 26.2
per cent of the bovs and 0.36 per cent of the girls were at
school. In 1903-04, there were 12,639 pupils with 333
institutions including one Arts College. 43 Secondary
Sc¢hools, 37 Night Schools and 9 Girls’ Schools. The
expenditure was Rs. 79,000, of which Rs. 44,000 was
contributed by the State, the vest being derived from fees,
et¢.- ‘The control was exercised by the Superintendent,
asgisted by an Tnspector and Deputy Inspector and. Circle
Pandits. : . . .

] Accprdin - to the Census of 1971, 3.10,576: persons
(including 79,240 females) were literates in the ~district.
That figure comes to about 220 literate persons for every
1,000 of th%(?opnlation of the district as agginst the State
figures of 330 literate persons for every.1,000 of the. State
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population. The percentage of literates in the district since
1901 may be seen from the following table (except for the
year 1941).

v
PERCENTAGE OF LITERATES IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT: 1901.71

Year Persons Male Female
1901 59 10-7 0-4
1911 7-4 13-4 0-6
1921 7-8 139 09
1931 6:6 11-3 1-2
1951 150 232 5:3
1961 21-0 31-4 9-3
1971 22:-0 31-4 117

The Censvs of 1961 recorded 8,05,636 persons as
illiterates, 1,209,618 persons us literaies without auny educa-
tional level and 84,6562 pefsons having some education out of
the totul population of 10,19,806 in the district. The
followoing taple shows the picture of the literate persons in
1961.

NUMBER OF LITERATE PERSONS OF KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 10861

Educational Lovel Total Malo Female
Primary or Junior Basic 73,468 58,712 14,766
Matriculation or Higher Secon- 9,265 8,618 647

dary
Technical Diploma 47 47
Non-te hnical Diploma 062 845 117

University Degree :

General 822 . 752 70
Engineering 14 "4
Medicine ' 33 33
Agriculture 1 1
Veterinary 3 3
Technology 2 2
Teaching 33 15 18
Others 2 2
. Total B4,652 09,044 15.608
23
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The majority of illitexpte persons are to be found in the
rural areas, though the number is not quite negligible in the
urban areas. The following table shows (he percentage of
literacy in both the rural and jhe urban areas in the district
as obtained form the Census of 1961 :

PERCENTAGE OF LITERACY IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT: 1981

Rural Urban

Educational Level S
Male Female Male Female

Illiterate 71-156 93-45 36-39 51-58

Liltem?e without educational 1831 4:60 22-90 26-34
eve

Primary or Junior Basic 9-36 1-80 29-69 20-14

Matriculation and above 1-18  0-06°

Matriculation or Higher Se- o 6-76 1:28
condary .

University Degrees and other 4:26 066

technioal courses .

The rural areas lag behind in higher education, . hence
the persons qualifying for Matriculation and above have
been grouped together, while in the urban areus persons
qualifying for Matriculation alone are numerically greuter
than in the rural areas. .

There has been great strides in education, both quantita-
tive and qualitative, in recent years. With the growth of
population the number of students in all stages of education,
namely, primary, secondary, collegiate, technical, ete.,
has gone up. The following figures would bear this out
with reference to the district which was a princely State only
two deoades ago.

NUMBER OF PRIMARY (INCLUDING JUNIOR BASIC) SCHOOLS
IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT: 1963-64

Managed by . Students
" Btate District  Privato  Total  Boys  Girls  Total
Government  Board/ aided
Zilla
Parishad
10 941 19 970 61,170 28,072 89,242

In 1968-69, Primary schools alone numbered 874 which
had 2,024 male teachers, 258 female teachers, 58,133 male
students and 29,267 female students. The Junior Basic
schools numbered 188 (including 6 for girls) the same year
of which 177 boys’ schools and 4 girls’ schools were managgd
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\ i hile 7 were private-nided institutions.
’_ti“}’]el)?cgt]zdbgg;}esr’na‘i‘; ]and 96 femalepteachers and 22,295 male

and 11,146 female students.

\ two types of Middle or Junior High scho_ols,
som%heli‘:v:r e2 classes and others 4 classes, The following
table shows the number of such schools and the enrolment

in them in recent years.

SN’ JUNIOR HIGH (MIDDLE) SCHOOLS IN KOCH
ENROLMENT 1N BIHAR DISTRICT : 1957-69

Enrolment

Number  ~——

of insti- Biys Girls Total
tutions
195758 o8 6,728 3,598 10,327
1063-64 o 31 . 2,308 1,443 3,752
1968-69 1 3,767 1,476 5,242

68-69, Government managed 1 school for boys and
1 foIrng'%l?lZ,s hile there were 29 boys' schools and 3 gu‘ls(’
schoo® Whi(gl were private-nided.  There "were also 9
unaided private schools for boys the same yeur. Teachers
of these schools numbered 159 males and 37 females that

year.

Senior Basic schools number 43 in the district of
whirflllle‘}leme enrmarked for boys and 2 for girls.  Some of
the boys’ schools are co-educational. Government manages

3 of them, while one girls’ school is managed by private
a'vencies. In 19G8-69, all these schools had a tota} number
o? 172 male teachers, 20 female teachers, 2,920 male
students and 925 female students.

is no 10-class (Government hig‘h school in the
distrfil(:f.mf good number of high schools is still managed by
private agencies, some of them being aided by Governmezu:c_
The figures for 1968-69 showed that these schogls had 269
male teachers and 89 female teachers. Some of these
schools were co-educational. The following table shows the
figures of enrolment in such schools in the district.

ENROLMENT IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS OF KOCH BTHAR DISTRICT :

1957-89
Enrolment

Number -

of insti- Boys QGirls Total

tutions
1957-68 il 2,666 206 _ 2,821
1063-04 18 4,209 1,811 6,020
1968.69 31 7,041 4,041 11,082
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There are Higher Secondar includi fulti
:ﬁhools numbering 18 for boys )z,mfl 3 u(%::.g gi?{:;l.mlﬁl(r)sto 832'
w]?i?h ;i:-:s mrtllltl-stream schools, except one girls’ school
which only one stream of study. These schools included
overnment school for boy8 "named Jenkins School,

" ; 61) and the G ) .

5081'8 4;;'nlssnamed Sunity Academy, K(;:h ﬁ;’}:‘;;ln(l:;tab?;:i::ﬁ
areas h ome of the })oys’ schools, specially those in the
thesé Hsi,vilng‘ élo. girls’ schools, gare CO-8 ucatim;a]. All
teaéhers gineliQGeS(:%gdar{‘hs: hf(::l)}(sw:]' ad 880 male und 80 female
of enrolment in such schools in re:::egt t;:)sl:‘s ?hovvs the figures

ENROLMENT IN THE HIGHE

PURPOSE) SCHOOLE GiER BECONDARY (INCLUDING MULTI-

KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT: 1957-69

ﬁum:&t _ Enr.;.ln.mut o
at s y8 Qirls Total
*®
1957.58 7 2,365 977 3,342
1063-64 11 5,072. 1,459 7,131
1968-69 21 9,805 1,812 11,507

. Several Engineering_institutions i ining in
Idnltlffnteqtlbranq es of Engineering, l:;xl);;erlt tr(n}n(;:)x:f i;lhg;‘o
CO(O(:}S). rll;h Triammg Institute, Cooch Beg;\r l’olvtec%ric.
establishedalé ndustrial School and Workshop and the neval‘
estal Tre' _ oo<ih Behar Engineering College. The Indua3I
e :m]l.ggb ustitute had 87 teachers and 149 students
(ncluding 1 _belon_gmg' to tre Bcheduled Castes afid 2 to the
ribes) in 1967-68, while the Polytechnic had 16

teachers and 159 s i ; .
Scheduled Cast:s) ;xtxu(llgg’%ﬁg.ndudmg 15 belonging to the

There is a Government J unio . .

P " r Basic Trainin i
fllﬁ) iﬁl;tflctt:oyvp which had 6 teachers (includin‘fg (i()l}:gfnlg;
belon ingt “”ﬁ"‘g‘ to 40 male students (including 13
instit%tig © the Scheduled Castes) in 1967-68. A similar
nagar J N, sponsored by Government, is named Nijam-
féx%xal ztumo}: Basic Training College. It had 14 male a‘r]xc’ 6

e teachers and 222 nale (including 38 belonging‘ to t.he

Soheduled Costes) and 278 femalo (including 3 bolouging o0

the Scheduled Castes) students during the aforeasid year. A

ing in the district fown since 1965-66, The George
rce and Telegraphy of Koch Bihar, a

Education, Government of W(tlesttongl)ega?oard of Commercial

There are two privatel .
T . r ¥y owned music in th
?snsgé(;g tt(i'wn 1mlpart1ng' training in music an(slc}(ll(::}ging,l On:
or males and the other for females. Together they

had 10 [
i; 1966 6tget.zchers and 156 students (including 129 females)
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The ounly State-owned, the five private-aided and the
only private-unaided tols for Sanskritic studies had
altogether 38 teachers and 125 students including 54 girls
in the aforesaid year., The two State-owned, two private-
aided and the only private-unaided wmadrasa for Islamic
studies had 24 teachers and 665 students including 115 girls

the same year.

There were also 63 Adult Education Centres for men
employing 82 male teachers and educating 4,619 male
students in 1968-69. The district had also 31 such centres
for women employing 61 female teachers and having 1,786

female students the same year.

There are a number of colleges in the district which are
affiliated to the North Bengal University. The following
table shows their names and enrolments as in 1970-71

, COLLEG kS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1971

Enrolment

L
Government| ————m——————

Name Courses of study Private Boys Girls
\
»
Victoria Colloge, Artaand Scienco  Government 850 3545
Koch Bihar (now
named  Acharya
Brajentiranath Seal
College)
Dinhata College, Arts, Science Private-aide:d 632 150
Dinhata and Commerce
Koch Bihar College, Arts and Com-  Private 31 4
Koch Bihar meroe
Matabhanga College, Do Do 172 46
Matabhanga
University Evening Arts, Commerce Do, 190 35

and B. T. Ccllege and B.T

Tufanganj College, Not available
Tufanganj

In all its branches Victoria College had 512 male and
140 female students, taught by 49 male and 1 female
teachers in 1966-67. This college had 87 Scheduled Caste
male and 256 Scheduled caste female students that year.
Dinhata College had 698 male and 129 female students,
taught by 22 male teachers the same year. This college had
also 130 Scheduled Caste male and 8 Scheduled Caste
female and one Scheduled Tribe male students on its roll that

yeur.



CHAPTER XV,

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

Before the year 1819 the system of allopathic medicine
was unknown in Koch Bihar, The Rajas of Koch Bihar had
from early times Kavirajas or Ayumvedic physicians. But
this form of treatment was confined to the royal family and
to the upper classes. It did not penetrate the masses who
by and large had faith in Ojhas or village quacks. In June
1814, the Commissioner, MacLeod applied to the British
Government to send a qualified medical man to the State
but due to paucity of such men the Government were unable
to send one. In November 1819 an Indian doctor was sent
to Koch Bihar on & salary of Rs. 40 per month. There is
no record as to what his qualification or training was. In
1841 Maharaja Sibendranarayan appligd to the British
Government for a qualified medical man and in February
1842 Dr. Syama Charan Sarkar, a graduate of the Medical
College of Calcutta was appointed Medical Officer of the
Maharaja’s Court. In 1846, the Maharaja  asked-for a,
European Medical Officer and Dr. Ralph Moore was

appointed on a salary of Rs. 350 to be the Medical Officer of
the Maharaja,

Although there was a qualified Medical Officer since
1842, there was no attempt to open any hospital or dispensary
before Col. Haughton took over charge of the admifistra-
tion during the minority of Maharaja Nripendranarayan.
In 1865, the first dispensary was opened at Koch Bihar in
the charge of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon. It was a humble
establishment, partly supported by local subseriptions. In
1869-70, the medical establishment consisted of a Sub-
Assistant  Surgeon, two unqualified doctors and four
compounders. The private subscriptions were done away
with from this year and the establishment paid from the
State Revenues. The Sub-Assistant Surgeon remained in
charge of the medical establishment till May 1873 when the
post of Civil Surgeon was created and Dr.  Thomas Briscoe
was appointed to the post. Henceforth an Assistant Surgeon
remained in charge of the dispensary at Koch Bihar.

The first dispensary to be opened in the mofussil wag
on 13 June 1873 when the out-patients’ dispensary was
opened at Dinhata. Indoor arrangement was introduced in
this dispensary from 1874.75. The Mekhliganj dispensary
was opened on 9 August 1874 ond the Matabhanga
dispensary on 28 September 1874,  Arrangement for in-
patients was made in both these dispensaries in 1875.76.
The establishment at each of these dispensaries wasg one
Hospital assistant, ope cook, one servant and one sweeper.
There was at this time no qualified Medical Graduate or
Licentiate in charge of the subdivisional dispensaries or
hospitals. On 1 June 1885, an aided dispensary was opened
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t Haldibari for out-patiepts only and on 5 July 1898 a
sispensary was opened at pFulbari which was then the head-
quarters of Tufangaj subdivision. Indoor arrangement was
made at this dispensgry from April 1898. The following is
the number of patients treated at the dispensaries and
hospitals :

Year . In-patients Out-patients Total
1866-67 : 100 1,723 1,823
1873-74 334 4,664 4,988
1875-76 \,644 11,114 12,758
1880-81 1,289 13,236 14,5256
1800-91 1,487 16,998 18,485
1899-1900 1,332 19,800 21,222

These dispensaries and hospitals were established at the

o State* headquarters and at the subdivisional headquarters

and were visited moinly by the people of the towns and
those living close by. The rural people remained apathetic
to the scientific treatment and still had faith in (Jjhas and
village quacks. When there was a serious cholera epidemic
in 1881 only a few of the cases came to the hospitals. The
pringipal ailments of the people attending the‘ (llgpensnrlgs
and hospitals were fever, spleen, rheumatic affections, skin
disenses, and goitre as the following table will show ;

i 1875-76  1880-81  1890-91 1899.
Diseases 1800

Total patients of all 12,7568 14,525 18,4¢5 21,222
diseascs

Fever 3,345 4,476 4,048 4,726
Spleon 461 480 496 792
Rheumatic affections 767 787 947 605
Skin diseascs 1,098 1,663 1,893 1,805
Goitre 1,391 1,087 813 608

Prior to 1866-66 the ‘inoculation’ system was the only
reventive against small-pox. But as the process wag
ﬁazardous there had been hardly any preventive work done
against small-pox. Modern vaccination was started in the
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Raj family and by 1868-69 ahout 81 vaccinations had been
performed. Col. Haughton, the Commissioner, secured the
services of some vaccinators from the Government of Bengal
during 1869-71, but there was serious opposition from the
people and much headway could not be made. T.ater some
local people were trained as vaccinators and the State set
up an organization of its own and inoculation was prohibited.
In the beginning the vaccinations were done by salaried
staff of the State and a Deputy Superintendent of Vaccina-
tion was appointed in 1869-70. In 1883-84, when the
period of the administration of the Commissioner came to
an end with the Maharaja attaining majority, the paid
vaccinators’ organization was disbanded and only ~ an
Inspector was retained. The ex-vaccinators were licensed
to practise and they were suﬁplied with report forms,
lancets and lymph from the State. These private
vaccinators were allowed to charge a fee of two anmas per
case. They also received a bonus of Rs. 3 per 100 successful
cases from which annas eight was deducted and paid to the
Inspector.

The following figures give a picturé of the progress of
vaccination in the State between 1873 and 1900:

Number of
Year persons

: vaccinated
1873-74 4,449
1874-75 7,065
1875-76 ' 7,826
1880-81 17,447
1885-8G 28,127
1890-91 13,765
1895-96 20,709
1899-1900 16,895

A midwife was appointed to the Sadar dispensary from
1889-90.

By the year 1937-38 the Medical Department in Koch
Bihar had been greatly improved. There was a foreign
trained qualified girvil Surgeon in charge of the Depurtment.
The Koch Bihar Sadar hospital had an Assistant Surgeon
as Medical Officer in charge. The clinical laboratory and
anti-rabies department was in charge of a Sub-Assistant
Surgeon, while there was another Sub-Assistant Surgeon for
the outdoor department. The Civil Surgeon visited the
hogpital wards daily and treated difficult cases. The Sub-
‘divisional hospitals remained in charge of o Sub-Assistant
Burgeon. Four dissensaries had been opened at Bamanhat.
" Sitalkuchi, Sitai an Niahiszlg, each under the charge of a
~&ub-Assistant ‘Surgeon. - During the year the schemia of

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 185

having an X‘ray equipment at phe Sadar hospital was taken
up for exeoution., Major and minor surgical operations
were boing performed in the Sadar hospital and minor
surgioal operations were being performed in the subdivisional
hospitals. The surgical operations performed in 1937-38
numbered 1,090 against 1,004 in the previous year. The
people appear to have got rid of their apathy for the
allopathio treatment and the hospital statistics show
following attendance:

Percentage

Number of Number of of death of

Year out-patients in-patients in-pationts

1936-37 .. . 92,434 2,450 530
1937-38 .. . 89,142 2,627 559
1938-39 ..o . 1,17,402 2,827 2 .86

As malarial fover cohtinued to be the principal ailment,
s splecn index survey was regularly oconducted. The rosult
of this survey was as follows:

N)

(]

Number
Number of having
Year children enlarged
examined spleen Percentage
1987.38 .. ' - 10,618 3,959 38 59
©
1938-39 .. - 8,344 5,315 63 -81

As s preventive against malarial fever frec quinine
tablets were distributed from the hospitals and dispensaries
and free travelling dispensaries were started with centres at
Rajarhat, Dodearhat, ~Dewanhat, Tapurhat, Sutkabarihat,
Pundibarihat and Baneswar.

An anti-malaria  department wus started from 1937 in
charge of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon. Stagnant pools of
water were sprayed with larvicides and jungles and woods
out. The work was, however, oonfined to Koch Bihar town.

A vaccination department was maintained at State cost
in oharge of & Sub-Assistant Surgeon with 4 Inspectors

and 25 paid vaccinators. The number of persons vaccinated °

in 1887-38 was 47,176 and in 1938-39 the number was 51,881,

. The XKoeh Bihar State had introduced a system * ‘of
ogllestion of wvital figures. The collecting Panchayats ‘ snd
the Chaukidars appointed under the Cooch Behar Village
Chaukidari Act were by exeoutive order made responsible
for the supply of vital information. The Subdivisional

, Officers were the Subdivisional Registrars and the Civi]

Surgeon was the Chief Registrar of births and deaths,
24

Vital Ftatistice
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The population of Koche Bihar remained almost statio

for some years up to 194}, This is ocorroborated by the
vital statistios of the Years 1836 to 1939 as follows:
L ] .

Birth Death
' rate per rate per
Year - Births Deaths thousand  thousand
1936-37 .. 11,978 11,754 2002 10 04
1937.38 .. 11,798 11,862 1927 2008
1938.39 .. 13,584 11,209 2298 1981

~The birth rates and the death rates were very olose and
there was no appreciable immigration during this time.

The Bengal Births and Deaths Registration Aot was
introduced into Koch Bihar from 1953 ang vital |information
aro available from that year. The following table gives
the births and deaths in~ absolute figures amd . birth and
death rates per thousand from 1953 to 1860,

(e}

Year Total Total Excess Birth rate

ver  Death rate
birtha deaths of birthg 5

thousan thoussn

over

deaths (a) (b) (® g,)
1963 .. 10287 5380 4907 1533 13.67 16.1) 14.34
1954 .. 14928 7377 7546 22.23 15.9p 21.97 18.72
1966 .. 18,261 6,614 11,647 27-21 22.20 19.gs 16.08
1086 .. 22317 6,578 15744 3325 26.04 19.88 16-38
1057 .. 21,970 6,834 15136 32.73 24.68 g0.9) 15-37
1958 .. 23,735 6,621 17,014 3531 25-61 30.45 " agiq0
1950 -+ 22,589 6,797 15,792 33-65 23.49 20.20 14:10
1960 .. 20,127 7,091 13,036 20.06 20.29 21.10 1420

The following table gives the rate of Infant deaths:

NUMBER OF INFANT DEATHS IN THE KOOH BIHAR DISTRICT :

1961.85
Rate per 1,000 live
birth

Year Urban Rural Urban Rural
1981 .. 8 1,151 58 885
1962 .. .. 10 1,108 34 76 -1
1963 .. . 17 988 142 - 53-8
1964 .. 12 667 6-3 804
1985 .. .. 1 546 06 881

— e .

(a) Caloulated on the populstion of 1951 Census.
oonfgl):t-od ton the sesurrcy; o ihased. Pop hion on 30th June sach Jear
on thie assumption that t tion o '

rate, from one Census to another, © population changed at @ uniform
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i ths by
i iable shows the numlger of dea
he follpwn;ﬁe tgisf:;‘ict in 1966 inoluding the deattll:: of
9‘; '31‘0“1!;:1 ’;‘ one year. It will appear, that the dea 4 oe
htsinfan:s are most numerous in ocomparison with those
S0

of others in any other age-group.

E KOCH
AGE-GROUP AND SEX IN TH
DEATHS REGISTERE}?II?XR DISTRICT : 1968

Under 28 days .. e 327
28 days—11 months . 476
Under 1 year . .. 803
1—14 years . . 1,066
16—44 yéars .. .. 1,422
45—04 years . .o 1410
65. years and a.bove o 1,306
Age not stated .. . 59
«All ages .. . 6,085

i istrict after
i I opulation of the distrio
Tho oo t:&o?:;as:heoibﬁ):’e lf)iglureﬁl which show that :ihoug:;
1061 is roflooted crease in tho birth rate per thousan oth
tl;k:mﬁ w::s a:f l11‘936-39 the death rate greatly fell from the
the figu :

corresporfling figures of 1936-39.

1ot 1953-60 reveal that the
The vita! Statmtwl:,rfg;t tkzm}l’)?rmof deaths in the district
disease 08 -ﬁ“"mooﬁnted for 21,071 deaths followed ]5"‘5
was fover whio other than tuberculosis causing 4,53
rospiratory d,::ages diarrhoen and enteric fevers acoounte(cil
oy dyzen t}g’ malarial fever caused 2,081 deaths an
for 3,085 °"'f tho lungs ocaused 1,117 dea,'ths. Dea.thsd dtsxg
tuberoulosis Ond small.pox were few, being 28 an
to ohpler& aThese two diseases, specially the former, was
respectively. f the district in earlier years. The preventive
s soourge o ots of the medical administration of the
and ouretive &Speer with West Bengal have shown excelleut
distriot .‘fwrhem(:fppregsion of these two diaseses. Malarial
Tosults ih thu been ocontrolled. These figures also showi'
fver a0 hioh acocounted for the largest number o
that _fever n‘c;i the hospitals and dispensaries during the
per_samilsa;ge 1900ngwas still the chief ailment from which most

. . f attendance at the hospitals
The dm]::eovr)l:lem oigu;?:eas:s :f the distriot are bronchitis,
gshow that ¢ oitre, gastritis, tuberoulosis, ¢ 'hoxd,_ whooping
ter);;le ‘Em v ' and epidemic  dropsy. 8 will appear
from the following table:

Digeages
commnn to
the distriot,
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Persons attending Koch Bihar Hospitals (20 per cent. sample) :
¢

1962 1864 - 1966
(—)ll;“‘l-m)r ‘Indo&- Oytdoor Indovr Outdoor Indoor
Discase
Bronohitis c 17,922 28 19,628 24 12,380 5
Dysentery (amoebic) 12,260 127 21,701 116 26,396 22
Dysentery (bacillary) 8,152 39 0,265 42 6,208 13
Goitre .. . 10,464 2 12,802 . 13,033
Gastritis . 7,608 73 13.208 49 6,000 16
Tubereulosis (pul- 2,653 248 3041 318 1609 86
monary). .
Tuberoulosis  (respi- 76 7 32 53 390 7
ratory).

Typhoid . 753 143 1,041 156 3717 31
Whooping cough .. 1,609 .. 3,515 2 3020
Cholera .. 3 .. Y 4
Small-pox . 4 14 10 ° b
Malaria . 1,656 12 500 6 30 w
Pleuriny . 1,872 16 226 13 003
Epidemis Dropsy .. 5,323 2 2852 0 12,312

Goiter is an old disease of Koch Bihar and was recorded in the
hospitals between 1875 and 1900. Bronchitis, pleurigy, malaria
were probably grouped in the class ‘fever', Whooping cough and
epidemic dropsy appear to be diseases which have started in Koch

Bihar in recent years. The hospital attendance figures of 1938.39
show the following :

Number of patients

Disease
Outdoor Indoor

Kala-azar . - . 112 41
Dysentery .. . .. 1,960 130
Malaria fever ., 44,450 763
Syphilis e 81 24
Rheumatic affections o 3,023 36
Worms .. 1,892 1
Respiratory diseases . 7,814 187
Goitre . . . 2,649 .

Diarrhoea .. . 1,203 36
Spleen . .o 506 10
Bkin diseases .. . .. 3868 9

These figures show that the a

tendance of patients suffering
froin dysentery was much less than Bre oo Su

now and thero were nd cases
of whooping cough or epidemic dropsy. . '
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“which fi { ilable
in selected causes of which figures are avai
for g‘;& ;g::: 3316?;?; 966 are givén in the following table :

1003 1984 1985 o lﬁf{!}_wu
B v o
o Rote Rate
finte r  Deaths (per  Deaths (per
Canses Deaths  (por - Death (per 1,500 300

West 247,700 65 197144 DR LOKKE 50 LS00 B0
All cam\!m«;x”hm_
aleutta). . y . - 0
ing o B0 5 48T 42 5,529 47 6,065 B¢
All causes @ »
Dibar district -2 11t 01 191 b2 210 0.2

tay ‘ -
e 266 Q-2 230 02 109 0-up 43 004
teitle o 2 ’ . o
. 174 02 182 01 186 041 297
oo " D4 400 28 002 40 003 10 001
CIastritis, cte. .. 4 ‘ " o . o o
Metaballe and antr)- i 009 130 1] ‘
tional disenwes, " o " " s o
K1 (130 2
ppesionia .. i 0 o - v
l v comilly 120 61 1 73 0 7 ) .
Buey . 2
ngﬁm 02 15 001
08 00 28 002 )
0 € ) ‘ . h
e 80 0-08 10 14 001 30 Q@0
‘atanus . N " " o
:B utronary 41 004 20 003 N 00 X y
LB, ’ ) o .
’ ¥atory 102 0-0p K0 007 o 008
A 108 01 tot ¢-00 118 001

2 8
Typhold e =

’

h Bihar State with West
A e ores t?iiatgilgnlz‘}r%ﬁg ‘ﬁoﬁzgl Department consisted of
Bengal ?lhes orgoa‘.m in charge of the Maharaja Jitendra Nﬁrgygqn
one Civ, ¢ “Kr%ch Bihar with two Assistant Sugreons, The N,
Hospital at Roc vided with a Radiofogy department and a Pa o
Houpita! s px;,OWith 125 beds. There was an outdoor departmen
logy departin>? Assistant Surgeon. The Jagaddipendrs Narayan
In ohangs 3 rhat near Koch Bihar was constr\xfst'od 88 an
Hospital at _Raja? Hospital will 25 gonoral beds and 25 infectious
Infoctious 1)180135;‘?“ was in_charge of a Resident Medical Ogic‘&}l‘
diseaso })ed s've‘._&“ supervision of t‘he. Civil burgvonz. .;Ja.c ;
undor the ;)h adquarters had a hospital in charge of an ss'mtant
Subdwnsmr}:«] :n gutdoor department and the same As;ju:i ant
Surgeon “;’te;,d@d the outdoor department. There were l? % ? at
Surgeon &bh 5 and Dinhata hospitals and 8 beds at t e] u ‘atxgl
the Mutha 1:}?1? anj hospitals. There was in addition one )olspx ¢
ganj and Mel ‘%h gix beds and an outdoor department & sg in
i o mAsé'stant Surgeon. Besides these hospitals t ert;
ohergs 4°fha:*?table’ dispensaries in the .rural aress and some o
;fers.; gadca trained dai (midwife) for delivery cases.

ivi eon which contin}xed even after the

e postc%ixitﬁt?év&tsou:%e post of the Chief Med"i&il Offcer

of I erl:{za:ecording to the general plan of District Healt I;e :}1:

% eei959 He is the officer of the highest rank of the ,es;i th

!‘11)2‘“3 mex;t in the distriot and is in charge of both 'thes 9;1:1 v
reventive branches. At the headquarters he is 9\:1 ted b

:ge lAssistamt Chief Medical Officer of Health, Distriv y

Qrganization of
the Madical
Departmoent
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Planning Officer, District Maodi
’ 6 Medieal Officer, Medi ;
arens tho Medion) Offecrs ko Hoalth Offcer. Tn the oasiyiny
Centres are main] Hicers of the Primery and Subsidia 0111'1 yalng
Centres Theriang'; eg;o;;{s:};k} f;){t ﬂ;e apitrution of :}EL Hg:}?}t
oo ral Health Circles, i

5?‘ gflxza:\{rglnsmctor responsible for Public Hea(;:ghafdcgmg‘: ofa
o tho rurl rcas e the servson of the it Hoal O
Health Centres whithin ’éh publio health is supplemented by the
AL elr respective jurisdieti ¥ he
gt?(l,y onte _rx}um’mpa_hty in the distr?ct wh?c!)x“il;s;lt:clt(mn;‘]a:r hero it
mungn'umlexpahty is responsibfe for the mnitutignoc ;{hqr and
dxex;()}a areas. There is no Ayurvedic or Unani work in the
under {overnment menagement in the district ’ 611%1.&2;3:;2??
. e

Charitable dispensary at Koch Bihar waas functioning under the

Devottar Department of the Koch Rihar State Government., Thi
. This

dispensary is still functioni i
Dabeneary is o oning a8 & private organization from the

Maharaja Jitendra Nara i
shara, 1 yan Hospital has beer i
:l‘;il?ésg;:‘:ﬁi?xnm(a There are 125 beds and ’oh:» x:; :m;: g‘;’
] -time and one part-time medical officor a ‘
;Ix;hg?ré:r}:r w}gg(}(;;‘l\:ppnd ?%;rgtion theatre. Speeia?i}:g fxi::;\sei:‘t
8 v, | gy anad Midwifery is Habl i i
Tt posgery, Radiology and M v is avallable at this hospital
R : \ ning Servico Unit, n V. i :
ghmqt 9l.nd & Tubereulosis outdoor. eTaZ;agdip:ﬁ?ir:fl gf)‘ﬂew
Ofo;g)icz I?:O Rajarhat hc??‘ been extended and now has 12?%(:1‘;
are reserved for tubereulosis pati i
g: :rell a8 I?fecthus Diseases Hospital, '_I?I?:;znigsé TI%]BE? ng;vpal
gne %a:emt medical officer and 18 nurses. The Pbli‘cep:::ia :,?\t’
aail a.g?x:i nni];:r;;:ii\:d %x‘mratg hospitals under the Koch Bih;;'
- These hospitals are still ni
;aomtsu;{;zse;.b;l(;he ;;;)hcn hospital has 36 bodr:n;:gg&: ;}s‘i‘i
hoapital ofﬁéer. 8. Both are general hospitals cach under a

There are at present eleven Primary Healt
gve(; k%ugzzdgary Health Centres in the digtgﬁ?w;‘?\gd éw:enty-
oo withn t‘x;es; bz::: of two categories, some with twonty be:ll;n M'X
some with & nﬁi s. The twenty-bedded ones are provided a.nh
two med of A ee‘;m and four or five nurses, while the ten~bed‘:iwd
o aoe Providd vith eno motieal offer nd throo narse. Al
o p
Jamaldaba and Okrabari are provided wiggcf$g‘mn?£i::&s%egﬁ

for maternity only.
Health C‘rentzes. y. There are no nurses attached to the Subsidiary

The following is & list of the Health Centres :
I. KOCH BIHAR SUBDIVISTON
Koor Buar Tmana
(a} Primary Health Centres—
(1) Putimari-Fuleswari with ton beds

(i) Pundibari with six beds, temporarily npgraded
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(b) Subsidiary Health Cegtres—
(i) Chilkirhat
(ii) Patlakhawa
(iii) Bokalir-math
(iv) Gopalpur
(v) Baneswar at Kaljani

1l. DINHATA SUBDIVISION

DingaTa THANA
(») Primary Health Centres——
(i) Dinhata with twenty beds and clectricity
(ii) Bamanhat with ten beds

(h) Subsidiary Health Contres—
(i) Gossanimari
(ii) Okrabari (tem.porary)
(iti) Kismat Dasgram

oSITAY THANA

(n) Primary Health Centres—
(i) Sitai with ten beds

¢(b) Subsidiary Health Centres—
(i) Nakarganj
(ii) Adabari

111 TUFANGANJ SUBDIVISION
TuraNGANS THANA

(#) Primary Health Centros—

(i) Tufanganj with twenty beds and electricity

(b) Subsidiary Health Centros—

(i) Natabari
(ii) Balarampur
(iii) Maradangsa
(iv) Salbari
- (v) Deocharai

1v. MATABHANGA SUBDIVISION
MaTaBHANGA THANA .
(a) Primary Health Centres—

(i) Matabhanga with twenty beds and electricity

(ii) Khoti-Fulbari with ten beds.
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(b) Subsidiary Health Cenfres—
(i) Sibpur located at Panaguri
(ii) Pakhihaga

SyrarnkvucHl THaNA

{(a) Primary Health Centre—
{i) Sitalltuchi with ten beds

{b) Submdiary Health Centres—
(i) Chhoto Salbari
{ii} Jatamari

V. MUEKHLIGANT SUBDIVISION

MeRBLIGANS THANA

(8) Primary Health Centre—~
{i) Mekhliganj with ten heds and electricity

(b} Subsidiary Health Centres—
(i) Changrabandha
(i1} Jamaldaha

Havpisart THANA

Haldibari Primary Health Centres with twenty beds and
electricity.

The Koch Bihar State Government had started 24 chavitable
dispensaries. Of these 14 have already been converted into either
Primary or Subsidiary Health Centres. Among these ate Xhot;,
Baneswar, Patlakhawa, Balarampur, Sibpur, Chilkirhat, Sitai,
Jatamari., Jamaldaha, Okrabari and Deocharai and Sitalkuchi
charitable dispensaries. The following ten are still being run as
Government charitable dispensaries. Bach is in charge of a medi-
cal officer. There are no nurses in any of them. These are
located at the follwoing places : Dinhata P.8.-—(i) Dewanhat,
(ii} Digaltaria, (iii) Shahebganj Hat. (iv) Nazir Hat. Sitalkuchi
P.S.—Baranwarichy, Mathabbang P.S.— (i) Ghoksadanga Hat,
(ii) Nishiganj Hat, (iii) Ratherdanga Hat. Tufanganj P.8.—
Balabhut. Haldibari P.N.-—~Dewanganj Hat,

The total number of hospital beds in the district in 1969 was
573 of which 133 beds were reserved for maternity cases, 106
were reserved for T.B. cases and 45 for infectious diseases. There
are 38 medical officers of which 22 are medical graduates ineluding
two lady doctors and the remaining 18 are iicoutiates. There
are 58 trained nurses and 24 untrained nurses, 8 midwives, 6 lady
health visitors including public heslth nurses and 43 compeunders,
The number of beds work out at %8 per doctor, €-4 per
nurse and 122 per compounder. According to 1971 Censna
population figures, the number of beds wer ten thousand o
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population is 3.8. ‘The T.B. beds work out at 0.75 and

maternity beds at 0.92 per ten thousand of the population.
The total number of persons attending the outdoors of the
hospitals and the dispensarées was 9,67,516 in 1965 of which
4,76,684 were new cases; and in 1966 the total number
attending was 9,43,251 including 4,61,871 new cases. The
number of persons treated in the indoor beds was 2,937 in
1965 and 2.496 in 1966. The mortality in 19656 was 415
and in 1966, 376. o

A scheme of examination of the health of the school
children has been started under the general supervision of
the Chief Medical Officer of Health. The medical officers
of the Health Centres are to inspect the schools lying within
their jurisdiction. In 1971 the medical officers visited 21
schools covering 3,009 students of whom 694 were found to
have defective health. The result of the inspection and
examination gevealed that 126 suffered from skin diseases,
56 suffered from respiratory diseases, 71 had defective
eye-sight, 48 had bad tgeth and gum, 32 had enlarged
tonsils and 76 suffered from malnutrition.

Eeedinge under-nourished mothers and children with milk
or speciallﬂ prepared nourishing food had been taken in
hand in the district for some years. Till the end of 1968
UNICEF used to supply skimmed milk powder. Since then
CARE took up the work on an experimental basis. There
are feeding centres in the district located at Koch Bihar
Sadar hospital, Matabhanga Subdivisional hospital and at
the Primdry Health Centres at Tufanganj, Haldibari,
Mekhliganj, Kheti-Fulbari, Sitai, Bamanhat, Dinhata and
Sitalkuchi. Prior to 1970 the beneficiaries at each centre
numbered 100 of which 30 were mothers and 70 were

children. Since then the mnumber of heneficiaries has
increased to 150 per centre of which 30 are mothers and.

120 are children. The food supplied at these feeding centros
consists of milk prepsred by dissolving skimmed milk powder
and a food which is a mix of corn, soya-bean and milk solids,

A clinical approach was made in the first two Five-Yem'.
Plans for population control. During the third Plan a

comprehensive scheme was drawn up with 100 per cent -

central subsidy on non-recurring and 75 per cent subsidy
on recurring outlays. The post of a District Family
Planning Officer was sanctioned for the district from
1962-63 to work under the gemeral supervision of the Chijef

Medical Officer of Health. There are at present five urban

Family Planning Centres located at the M.J.N. Hospital
at Koch Bihar and in the Subdivisional Hospitals (Health
Centres) at Tufanganj, Matabhanga, Mekhligan; and
Dinhata. There are eleven Rural Family Planning (‘entres
located at the Health Centres at Pundibari, Tufanganj
Dinhata, Putimari-Fuleswari, Bamanhat, Matabha 5:

Public Healt
Welfare worl

School Heali

Milk feoding
programme

Family
Plan: ing

, Sitalkuchi, Sitai, Mekhliganj, Haldibari and Kheti-Fulﬁfﬁ, '.

-~

Of the 22 Subsidiary Health Centres fiffeen are provided |
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with a sub-centre for Fam}l Planning. A mobile Steri-
lization unit, a mobile I.U.(fD. (loop) unit and two units
under the Oral Pill Project also, work in the district. The
following table gives the results achieved during 1968-72:

Sterilisation
%—rﬁ Total 1UCD Condom Dl Jely  Foum
1968-60 180 106 1884 207 6354 80 s 177
1960-70 1886 170 2084 178 1586 50 1,000 1,843
1970-11 2441 172 2618 04 61,302 20 tss  ses
197172 749 18 20 e 20000 15 sy 10

Koch Bihar district had all along a rather high incidence
of respiratory diseases as figures given earlier would show.
In recent years the incidence of tuberculosis is on the
increase. q‘o combat the rising tendency of the incidence
of tuberculosis, a District T.B. Centre was opened at M.J.N.
Hospital at Koch Bihar. A chest clinic also functions at
Tufangan; Subdivisional-cum-Primary Health Centre. The
following figures give the statistics of the activity of the
T. B. Centre and the Chest Clinic during 1971-72;

Average No. of daily No. of examinratiops

Patients
sttendanco done un ‘ot treat.
o=~ - No. of rew ment at the
Old New X'ray Patholcgical casod end of the
detected yeuar
o
47 7 1,100 112 630 1,579

There is one B.0.G. team working in the district.  Tp
to 1969 the number of persons tested with tuberculin was

9,73,661 and the total number of persons vaccinated with
B.C.G. was 3,07,827.

On the curative side there are 100 T.B. beds at the
J. D. Hospital and 6 beds at the M.J.N. Hospital.

The National Malaria Control Programme was started in
Koch Bihar in 1963. The programme consisted mainly of
spraying of insecticides and surveys, but no home vigit was
made. In 19568, the National Malaria Eradication
Programme replaced the previous programme and in
addition to the continuance of the sprayings, a surveillance
work was taken up. The staff of the Malarin Unit ig under
the executive control of the Assistant District Health Officer
who also looks after the Alipurduars Subdivision of Jalpai-
guri district. The district is divided into three sub-units,
each under a Senior Malaria Inspector under whom there
is a Malaria Inspector in each thana. -The Malaria Inspec-
tof Kas urder him a Spraying Gang consisting of one mate
and six labourers,
upder him with four workers.

There is ,alsq,‘a‘_,gurvei]lancm Inspector °
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. . s imple-
i alaria Eradication Programme is imp
Thg gatﬁ: aéis%'ict in four phases, viz., prgparatmi
monke ttack phase, consolidatlon phase and mamtenanﬁ
phase, emf‘c gsegsment of the performance is made _and the
bose. fo: t:ansition from_one phase to the other is tak?::
becmol'lndependenb appraisal team set up b the Govemén:he
7 ﬂnd}m consisting of representatives of the _WHOf an A
DUfSLnIll) and the Directorate of hHeal}fhnStelrvwgi eg ;zxfm b 1?;
ittle less than half the
Sf"’tq‘t gtu%?::nghg ;lttack and consolidation phase 543 I;fr
ggg)wand & little more than half the }c})mtrni‘,ie;s t‘ﬁ ?‘Zefﬂ teq
consolidation phase. The following ta 365

of hiood examnnations during the years 1 to 1971
‘;‘\]Tuniber egﬁs N um(l:;z‘; s{?:nd
1969 1,04,498 7
1970 ° 95,176 15
1971 . 1,09,763 19

Bihar Municipality engage their own

c;li;hl:torlszoft}; vaccination and re-vaccination in t]h}? ltlg;vgx
area® The Town Committees at Tufangan), lx]n ta,
Mat bhanga, Mekhliganj and Haldibari also e poty
Mot torsg ‘some of whom are whole-time and smmef pax:h-
v‘Mmmorke’m for operations within the local area % : tsg«.t
Tow “EJ mittees or the rest of the area of the dis r}zlc(i
o oma;iating ‘of the rural area, the vaccinators attac ?1
mm{x}iy gﬁxitary Inspectors’ Organization perform b(g}}: lﬁu‘:
:ﬁ'imaerv‘ vaccinations and th}e re-tw}’lséc;:na:;g;.izé;;t; oThe
I“owhmnsv:;:inﬂ:ﬁml:a?nd )“;noculations against cholera

gﬁt::n:lfl-pox trom 1969 to 1971 are given bel(fw:

Primary Re-vaccina- Antl-C;h:.lem
Year Vaccinations tions Inoculatione

49,367 1,72,326 95,845

;g:g 85,754 1,71,310 1,068,811

1669 58,584 1,38,600 55,788

1070 26,801 3,17,302 '2,11,185

1971 4,84,006 62,532 2,50,116

Vacoination
and Inocula-

tion



| CHAPTER XVI
) , ¢
" OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES

There are only. 13 factories in the distri -
about 520 workers. Because of such o fg;.(l:lt :ltfnll)ll)oe)xl'u:ﬁ

workers, there have not been b
activities in the district, - > O ceable labour welfare

There iy no prohibition in the State and 8o this distri

8 1c4,

tpo,_haspone. However, one of the most imp(t)réanils:gc?:l
s?rv(;cesl 18 the welfare of the backward groups. The back-
i‘::;r cass(els and tribes of this district, as of the State, live
tur?:t?fei;e tli.mon the general population, Mostly agricul-
poste, ey :lve their own social life in thejr respective
X b]l 1es.  With the attainment of Independencé the

fn :ntemstf the tribals received urgent attentiof of Govern-
ment, and a special Ministry was set up in 1949 to co-ordinate
I.e various  welfare activities. In 1951-52 o special

{)ngir('lamn(lle for the welfare of the Scheduled Tribes was
in Ind‘;ce 'Flllxt of the grants received from the Government
of In a. e lattex: period synchronised with the erger of
beginm;rofKﬁfg ﬁ?;taf"S“Yte wilt)lll the Indian Union, The

ive-Year i
a full-fledged Tribal Welfare Depart.:::én?d the formation of

It appears that in 1954-5p that is, duri
. -5b, , ring the first
I‘lveiYear Plan a sum of Rs, 26,050 was spent fgr the water
supply schemes for Scheduled Castes people. Besides the
f‘ullowmg expenditure was incurred on tl}:e
Scheduled Tribes the same year,

WELFARE SCHEMES FOR TRIBALS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT:

1954.55
Name Amount

G B Rs.

rant of stipends, etc, 280
Agricultural Demonstration Centre 2,880
One pumping plant 2,850
Rural water supply 1,700
Water supply in forest villages 2,100
Grant to three adult education centres 100
Grant for sports 150
Twenty-two forest villagers’ huts 22,000
Small irrigation schemes 2,712

. In 1966-66, 6 tribal students were g ining i
xln%ustn.es act_ a total cost of Rs, g’%ggveig tl&:: g J:hc%gﬁgi
ndustrial School and Workshop, ~ A cooperative grain gola

welfare of thev
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s ovened for t}he triBals at a cost of Rs. 10,000 af Kl’lﬁ&ler
B eue. s vk & o o 1010 s pet

on water supply schemes out of the State

revenue in several

tribal villages, namely, Natunpara, Chenglimari, Rabhapara,

Lafabari and Putimari. Another grant of Rs. 1,750 from

the Central Government fund was utilized for sinking 7 tube-

wells in Marichbari,

Aitaliguri, Atialdanga, Belakoba,,

Ra,'bhapam6 Haripur, Baro Salbari and Satranpur Part 1T

villages.

a cost of Rs. 400.
were opened at

ne hundred poultry birds were distributed among
the tribal villages of Natuarpara, Bagora and Marichbari at.
0. Two Agriculture Demonstration Centres
Chatranpur and Badalgir at a cost of Rs. 193

and Rs. 419 re;{\ectivgly. A pumpin%plant was distributed

free to the tribal society at Dasgram

obrachara in Dinhata

for irrigation purposes. The Koch thar Ind}lstrial
glc;i%olorgavegmechanical training to four tribal candidates.

A sum of Rs. 700 was alsodsli'ent in %ivilgg book gm?tg and,
i to six and four students respective.
boording Chérg?)?) was spent on sports, exhibitions an ’adult ;

o sum of
education lzintres. A sum of Rs, 1,100

was spent on the

f medicines for tribal patients !;rough‘ th.e‘
g;:;cel;z:iie: ‘at Pundibari, Baneswari) Tufanganj, Deecharai,

Natabari and Dewanhat. For the

Rs. 1,860.

* During 1963-64 three hostels were construeted for . the

enefit of the Harijans,
38 tube-wells were sunk in different areas at a cost of
Ry 12,950 and a club house was constructed at a cost of

welfare of backward classes which were attached to
different educational institutions. Their names were Petla
Nabibox H.S. Hostel, Chowdhurihat Vivekananda Vidya-
mandir Hostel and Dinhata Sonidebi Jiu H.S. Hostel, A

scheme for eri-

up for Jalpai
ir? the third %ll

aring, spinning and weaving was also taken
l‘rei-Kogh BI;har area at o cost of Rs. 2.65 lakhs
ve-Year Plan period. A hostel attached to

the Swedish Mission at Dinhata was also extended during

1965-66.

A Training-cum-Production Centre in leather industry
was set up in Dinhata in 1965-66 for imparting training in
shoe-making and making other leather goods to Scheduled

(Castes students.

stipend of Rs.
to the extent of 1,

Castes families in the district in 1965-66.

There were 10 sea-{,ls in the ce%tre ;nld (zla
‘ iven to each trainee. Vested lan
D OY'?.SSg lacres was allotted to 623 Scheduled

Such land to the

extent of 131.31 acres was also allotted to Scheduled Tribes

families there the same year.

Old-age pensions are granted to indigent persons aged
65 and above. Such pensions are also granted to physxcally
handicapped persons of 60 and above. In this district the
sanctioned number for old-age pension cases 18 400. Each
pensioner gets a monthly pension of Rs. 20. -

The State Government runs a Blind
recently, in the district at a cost of Rs.

» student.

School, established
38 per month per

and

+
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Apart from the various measures taken by Government
to help the people belonging vto Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes to improve their lot, several Missions have
also been working on tribal problems in the different pockets
of the district. The activities of the Swedish Mission
(established in 1896), affiliated with the Santal Mission
Northern Churches having their headquarters at Dumka,
Bihar, deserve special mention., The Mission started work
in Natuapur, about 7 or 8 miles from Koch Bihar, in the
Sadar subdivision, around 1940 amongst a Garo colony.
The Tribal Welfare Department has erected houses and
schools, established grain golas and sunk tube-wells in this
place. A small cooperative weaving factory has heen
started by the Mission. At Dasgram Gobrachara in
Dinhata subdivision the Tribal Welfare Department has
started a weaving factory amongst the inhabitants belong-
ing to the different Shceduled Castes and Tribes of this place.
A Kirloskar irrigation pump has also been set up here. In
Jamadarer Bash and Kutialer Bash a new settlement of
tribal refugees from Fast Pakistan, anbout six miles away
from Dinhata has grown after 1961. Lands have been
given partly by the (Government and partly by the Mission
to those displaced persons for settlement. 'T'he Mission has
also supplied different materials for huilding houses. Some
tube-wells have also been sunk. Pigs and poultries have
been distributed by the Mission and the Tribal Welfare
Department has established two pig rearing farms. Two
irrigation tanks have been dug and two Kirloskar irrigation
pumps have been supplied by the Mission. In Tufanganj
subdivision some of the Mission’s activities amongst the
Garos and the Oraons are also found. There is a dispensary,
a weaving factory and a high school in this place. o

CRAPTER XVII

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE
ORGANIZATIONS

The former Stute of Koch Bihar did net encourage any
political party and hence there was none such prior to its
merger with India. A sort of limited democracy was created
by the State in 1938-39 for associating the subjects with the
administration of the State. The king directed that a bona-
fide non-official subject of Koch Bihar be included in the
Executive Council as a full member, holding charge of
vertain departments and taking part in all the proceedings of
the Counci]. Such a person was to be elected by the non-
official members of the legislative council from among their
members and to be regponsible to them. There was much
contest over that seat, and the Cooch Behar Hitasadhani
Sabha nominated a member with their slogan that the
economic resources and employment within the State should
be left to be utilized best by the sons of the soil. After the
merger that Sabha became defunct. Tt did not put up any
candidate at the UGeneral Election of 1952, In the year 1947
a'Congress office was opened in the district town to carry on
{he struggle for fregdom under the negis of the Congress
movement in Indie.

At the first election of 1952 the district had € scats for the
Logislative Assembly, 1 each for Mekhliganj and Matubhanga
and 2 each for Dinhata and Koch Bihar constituencies. The
following table shows the results of elections to tho Legislative

Assembly that year:

ELECTION IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 1952

Total Percen- No. of Percen-
no. of tago of votes tage of
valld valid pollod success-

Nawio of _No. of Total votes vot%emo m&!;“ f‘;fd:‘t;‘s c(})’:m:? Party
. - ng w
constituency  seats  no. of polled O ean- votes to ¢ winning
votes didate valld
votes
' 52,403 10,050 82:36 7,748 4549 Congress  Cong-
Mekhligan] 1 ond Inde-  ress
pendent
1 50,541 21,609 42-76 15,871 73-45. Congress and Do
Matabhanea Independ~nt
2 1,086,000 72,152 36-80 24,388 33:80 Congress, .
Dinhata * Communist, Do
Independent,
- K.M.P.P,
. F. B. (M)
Koch Bihar 2 1,790,014 63,368 85-89 17,698 . 27:77 ggnzreu, Do.
.. :ln;munllt,t .o
e g ent,
Fecfipmiat, .
K.M.P.p

F.B.O1
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The reserved constituencies for Scheduled Castes in
Dinhata and Koch Bihar returned two Congress candidates
who had polled 23,786 (32.97 per cent of valid votes) and
16,251 votes (25.65 per cent of valid votes).

As to the election to the House of the People this district
was included in the North Bengal Constituency having 3 seats
at that time.

The second election of 1957 showed the following results:

ELECTIONS IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT : 19567

Total Percen- No. of Percen-
no, of tage of votes tage of
valld valid polled success- !

Name of No. of Total votes votesto by  ful can- Partles Party
oonstituency seats no. of polled total success- didate’s contesting winning
votes no. of ful can. votesto
votes didate valld
votes
Koch Bihar 2 2,08,400 03,206 46-64 28,187 24:85 Congrers, Cong-
Commu- ress
nist, Inde-
pendent
Matabhanga 1 62,774 26,864 42-79 14,008 54-60 conqau .- Do
’ and Inde-
pendent
Dinhata 2 2,62,344 1,32,821 50-60 82,707 2462 Con .
. B, (M
fnaom ot
Mokhligan} 1 44,167 21,844 4945 9,403 43:46  Congress, Do
¥, B. (M),
Hindu
Mahasablia,
Independent

The reserved constituencies for Ncheduled Castes in
Dinhata and Koch Bihar continued, while the seat of
Matabhanga was earmarked for Scheduled Castes only. In
the reserved seat of Koch Bihar a Congress Scheduled‘ Caste
candidate was returned who, had polled 21914 (23.50 per
cent ) votes as in Dinhata another Congress Scheduled Caste
candidate was returned polling 41,495 (31.24 per cent ) votes,

As to the election to the House of the People there was
constituency named Koch Bihar constituency having 2 sents
in 1957. 11 candidates belonging to Congress, F.B
(Marxist), Communist, Praja Socialist Party and Imieiwndém
parties were mominated, and 2 belonging t6 the Con

Party gt sbstid, gress

The following table shows the election results of 1962:

3]
S
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1962

ELECTION IN KOCH BIHAR DISTRICT :

o .
No. of No. of Percen- No. of Parties contesting

Party winning

Percen-

Total

No. of

Name of constituency

valid

votes rejection votes

valid rejected tage of

votes

electors no. of tage of

votes

votes

polled

polled polied

by
success-
ful can-
didate

17,592 F. B.and Cong. Forward Bloc

4-82

1,399

49-64 27,622

Mekhliganj

58,462 29,021

Congress

C.P.1.
15,596 F. B., Congress, Forward Bloe

18,770 Congress and

4-58

1,644

44-30 34,252

81,025 35,896

Matabhanga (Scheduled castes)

4-28

1,503

48-02 33,569

35,072

73,027

Sitalkuchi (Scheduled caste)

Independent.

Do

4-39 26,807 Do

2,026

46-83 44,113

98,5632 46,139

Dinhata

Do

6,101 Do

3-14

895

43-37 27,526

28,421

65,526

Koch Bihar South (Scheduled caste)

19,296 F. B., Congress Do

3-20

1,015

71,952 31,6877

Koch Bihar North

44-02 30,662

C.P.1.

Cong-
ress, Indepen-
dent.

26,222 C.P.L,

5-98

3,186

62-47 50,112

53,298

85,311

Tufanganj

In the aforesaid election a Forward Bloc candidate obtain ing 1,41,436 votes out of a total number of 5,33,835 electors
and 2,69,5677 votes polled was elected to the House of the People from the Koch Bihar (Scheduled Castes) constituency.

2
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204 KOCH BIHAR

A Congress (R) candidate obtaining 1,50,869 votes was

elected to the Hou )
Constituency in 171 of People from Koch Bihar (SC)

The following table gi
; gives th 1 1
Elections of 1972 to the legislativee nrsz:‘rlu%ly?f the Genera

ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FROM KOCH BIHAR
DISTRICT : 1972

Name of ocnstituency ~ Parties contesting  Party winning  Votes

secured
by the
winning
party
Mekhliganj (8C) Congrens, F. B, Congress 25,816
ludependent .
Matabhanga (8C) Congrees, C. P. M. Do . 27,498
Koch Bihar West (8C) Cougress, F. B,  « Do 30,804
Bitai Do Do 28,502
Dinhata Congress, F. B. and Do 30,404
Incepencent '
Kooch Bihar North Cungress, F. B D ‘
Congtess-Q, ' ° 24l
Kooh Bihar Bouth Congress, Indepen- §
dent, C. B M, bo Lo
Tufanganj (8C) Congress, C. P. M, Do 36,304
»

The following journals of different riodiciti
%ubl}ishelc)’i_ in the dlstrict_,' namely, Adhunik g:;l}(t);:tmt;fezlmi:'ll‘ce
Goc kt"har(f' quta, 'uoch Bihar Samachar l}eahbartav
ooty s, G, e s, el
Calcutta dailies like The Stat(;a'::trclm, (i::x;ua-'\tggnta PBMQZ"'
Hmdustlzan .Standawl, Ananda Bazar Patrik S Aokl
are also in circulation. @ and Jugamtar

There is a blind school named . . .
Koch Bihar, which is managedmgghadﬁanélézialt Nilkutbi,
Directorate of the State Government. 1t was : bli h°, are,
1966 for providing free shelter, education s ?s ablished 13
poys below 18. General education and m“sico?d to blin
imparted to them at present. The total expendit ess0ns arg
for the school in 1973-74 was Rs. 54,000. o iure incurre
G.overnmen.t blind.scho‘ol of the Swedish Mrizgiﬂ also a non-
Bihar. It is a residential school for blind child on at Klocb
food, shelter and education to them and it lo, f‘en providfz
proper economic rehabilitation after completion :f ::lt::a::‘oe:

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE 205
ORGANIZATIONS

The Social Welfare Sectign of the Education Directorate
of the State (3overnment runs a registered organization named
Nirasraya Nari O Sisu Seva Bhavan at Koch Bihar. This
Welfare Home was estgblished in 1957. Subject to avail-
ability of seats and fulfilment of certain prescribed conditions,
children aged between 6 and 14 and belonging to the socially
and economicelly handicapped families are eligible for
admission to the Home. There they stay until they attain
18 years of age, or pass the School Final or Higher Secondary
Fxamination or complete a prescribed course of Vocational/
Technical training. The sanctioned strength of such inmates
of the home is 226. The actual number of the inmates, as
it stood on the March 31, 1974 was 205. There is a Govern-
ment grant at the rate of Rs. 56 per inmate per month;
hesides, at the time of admission an initial outfit grant of
Rs. 150 per inmate for buying beddings, etc., is also allowed.
Government also grants at flat rate Rs. 5 per inmate per
month as tuition fees from class V to class X or XI, as the

case may be.

The Department of Planning and Community Develop-
ment of the State Government ran some Mahila Mandals in
the district from 1969-70. The Government of Tndia selected
Koch Bihar IT Development Block as the venue for
implementation of the scheme of Composite Programme for

omen and Pre-school Children. At that time two
programmes named ‘Nutrition Education through Muhila
Mandals’ and ‘Demonstration Feeding’ were undertaken in
the said block. In 1971-72. the programme of Nutrition
Fducation through Mahila ‘Mandals was taken un in three
Development Blocks, namelv, (i) Dinhata T. (ii) Tufaneani
and  liii) Matabhanga T. The Nutvition ~ Education
Programmes are financed by the State Government while the
Demonstration Feeding is financed by the Government of
Tndia.

The Nutrition Tducation Programme arranges demonstra-
tions showing better use of local food, introduction of balanced
food, ete, through Mahila Mandals, A non-recurring grant
of Rs. 500 for demonstration and kitchen equipment and a
recurring annual grant of Rs. 260 for contingencies for each
Mahila Mandal for two years are provided by Government.
This is & time-bound programime and each Mahila Mandal
after completion of two years does not receive further grant
from the Government. The following. table shows the
amount spent on Nutrition Education in Koch Bihar TT
Development Block between 1969-74:

Fund sanc- Expenditure

Year tioned inenrred
Re. Rs.
1969-70 400 400
1970-71 3,196 3,195
1971.72 1,250 584
1972-73 3,082-50 3,062:50

1078-74 1,487-50 Not available
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. The following table further shows the fund sanctioned for
implementation of Nutrition Kducation in other blocks of
the district :

Name of Block 197192 197273 BT

‘ Bs. R. Re.
Dinhata 1 1,689 3,000 2,437
Tufanganj Do Do Do
Matabhanga I I'o Do Do

_The Demonstration Feeding Programme aims at Nutrition
Education by demonstrating low-cost balanced dict based
mainly on local food. The feeding which is confined to
expectant and nursing mothers and children up to » years of
age is undertaken 25 days in a month at the rate of 0.2
?a.lsq per adult and 0.15 paise per child, Berides, for each
1leedmg_centre a grant of Rs. 500 for kitchen equipment an
onorarium at the rate of Rs. 35 per worker per month for
two Asgocmte Women Workers are sanctioned for fimple-
mentation of this programme. There is also a provision for
expenditure amounting to Rs. 100 for contingencies.

Thex:e is a'lm')' a  programme for the encouragement of
economic activities of Mahila Mundals in selected Develoy-
ment Blocks. The scheme is financed by the Government of
{11(119_and every year awards are given to relected Mahila
Samitis for their cconomic uctivitios. The following. table
shows the awards sanctioned in difierent Block: of the district
In recent years:

Name of Devlopment Number  Awards
Bl ck of Samiti 107273 197374
Rs. Rs.
Dinhata IT 1 1,000 600
Matabhanga IT 1 400 Nil
Dinhata I i 190 Nil
Tufangan) 1 400 1,000
Total 2,200 1,600

CHAPTER XVIII
L]
PLACES OF INTEREST

BaxksHIRHAT—It is situnted 7 miles (11.2 km.) to the
east of 'lufanganj on the left bank of the Mara Sankosh with
which it is connected by the Nuational Highway. The place
is at the border of Assam and West Bengal and is a good
marketing centre. It is a flourishing village inhabited by a
large number of merchants. A big hi-weekly hat assembles
here on Tuesdays and Fridays dealing in rice, paddy, jute,
mustard seeds and vegetables. The place is supplied with
electricity and connected by telephone.

BanagaMpun—It stands about a mile (1.6 km.) west of
the Koljapi, 12 miles (19 km.) south-east of Koch Bihar and
12 miles (lg km.) north-eust of Dinhata. It bears taluk
No. 943 of pergana Koch Bihar and is now located within
the ares of Tufanganj P.S. 1t had a population of 12,897
in 1961. The place grew into importance since the time
Maharaja Lakshminarayan appointed his brother Mahinarayuan,
as the Nazir-deo. From this time Balarampur became the
headquarters of the Va:ir-deo, the hereditary Commander-in-
chief of the Koch Bihar army. Gradually, the power of the
Nazir-deo so increased that at the time of the treaty with the
East Indin Company in 1773 the Nazir-deo realized nine-
sixteenth of the total revenue of Koch Bihar. After the
revolt of 1786 when the bov Raja Harendransrayan was
nbducte(? to Balarampur, the then WNazir-deo Khagendra-
narayan was dismissed from office and all his lands confiscat-
ed. The claim set up by him to nine-sixteenth of the revenue
of the State was not accepted by Lawrence Mercer and John
Lewis Chauvet Commission which recommended a pension of
Rs. 500 per month and a jagir extending for two kos around
his residence. Shortly after Msharaja Harendranarayan
assumed power he stopped the pension. T.ater the matter
was amicably settled at the intervention of Montgomery, the
Collector of Rangpur and Khagendranarayan's jagir was re-
demarcated to include land to the extent of one kos around
his residence. This roughly represents the present taluk of
Balarampur which is nick-named Kroshi-Balarampur,

‘'Phe family of the Nazir-deo has become extinct and their
old palatinl dwelling is now in ruins. The area grows good
mustard seeds and there ix a volony of Muslim oilmen in the
vicinity.

BanEswar—Tt is situated in Koch Bihar P.S, and in Koch
Bihar IT Development Block and is connected by a good road
with Koch Bihar and Alipur Duars. It is 6 miles (9.6 km.)
p-2th of Koch Bihar. It is a station on both the meter gauge
and the broad gauge Railways. Tt had a population of 1,765
in 1961. A kat on Sundays and Wednesdays attract quite a
large number of people. The vplace is famous for the
Baneswar temple and is a place of pilarimage for the people.

-
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The temple of Baneswar Siva Wwas built by Maharaja Pran-
narayan in about 1665. There is reason to believe that the
present temple was built on the site of an earlier temple.
Prannarayan salso excavated the dighi at the place. The
temple is square in shape and is surmounted by a dome which
14 about 50 feet high from the ground. The sanctum is a
square in shape and the floor of the cella is about 10 feet
lower than the terrace in front of the temple which faces west.
The lingam and yoni together with the floor of the temple is
now inclined towards the eust as a result of the earthquake
. of 1897. Up to the height of the first storey the walls on the
inside are vertical and above this the construction is changed
into an octagon by putting an arch in the centre of each side
and one at each corner, so that there is a continuous series
of eight arches. The haunches between these arches are
filled by pendentives made by projecting the corners of bricks
at an angle as is done in edging pathways. Having thus
obtained a complete circle, the drum projects invide by about
2” to 3" and rises about 3 feet about which is a semi-circular
dome which rises from the drum by being recessed slightly
behind it. The crown of the dome consists of a full-hlown
lotus. The walls of the sanctum are 8 feet thick and the
vaults above the entrance on the west and north are pointed.

On the outside, the skyline of the shrine below the donie
and of the cornice resembles the shape of a bent bamboo.
Kach face consists of a central pediment with four plain
projections on either side. The dome comes very near the
rentre of the square on each side, but the space %eft at the
corners is very much larger. There is a bronze image of
Nandi 1’ 6” high with a trident in each hand, resembling o
bull or a monkey. There iz a tank to the south of the
temple,

CHANGRABANDHA—It bears taluk No. 154 included in
Mekhliganj P.S. It stands on the bank of the Dharla
(western) and was an important market place when the
Dharla was navigable. It was connected by road with
Patgram (now in Bangladesh) and before the partition had
& brisk trade standing on the road joining Patgram with
Jalpaiguri. Even now it stands on tile road from Mata-
bhanga to Mekhliganj and is connected with Jalpes and
Maynaguri. It is a rail head connected by a broad gauge
line to Maynaguri. With the opening of the new broad
gauge line connecting Maynaguri with New Jalpaiguri,
?l;)angrabandbn has become an export centre of jute and
obacco.

There is a colony of doms at the place and they make
excellent articles ofy bamboo.

Daxoparpur—It stands on the right bank of the Mara
Torsa about 2 miles (3.2 km.) to the west of Koch Bihar
and had a population of 70 in 1961, Maharaja Iakshm:
narayan built the dham for the saint Damodara-deva on a
raised round, A small mandir of Hari was also erected
here. The diversion of the Torsa has eroded a nonsiderable
portion of the dham and the place is now almost abandoned.

{
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DewaN Hat—It stands on both sides of the Koch Bihar Gital-
daha Road 8 miles (12 -8 km.) south of Koch Bihar. The metre
gauge Gitaldaha-Alipurduars Railway lines passes by the place.
There is a Railway station named Dewan Hat.

Y

DrAUIABARI—It is 4 miles (6:4 km.) south-east of Koch Bihar
and had a population of 1,456 in 1961. Hero Maharaja Upendra-
narayan built a palace. There is a temple of Siva here. The temple
is of the pancha-rathna style similar to Vishnupur group of tem-
ples in West Bengal with one central dome surrounded by four
turrets at the four corners. Tho height is about 45 feet. When
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton saw it in 1809, the central dome was
missing. There is & deep niche covered by a multifoil arch corres-
ponding to the mikrab in the mosques. To its south stood the
palace of Upendranarayan, now in ruins. There were 14 tanks
round this place but oxcopt the Phulbari and Sagardighi, all ave
filled up. ‘

-

DiNgaTa--It is the headquarters of the subdivision of the same
name with a popllation of 11,737 in 1971 and is located on the
Kooh Bihar-Gitalduha Road, 16 miles (256 km.) to the south
of Koch Bihar. Tho metre gauge railway passes by the east
of the town and has a station here. The Dharla which is
the southern channel of the Torsa passes by the west of the town.
The bunder or the market place is called Chawra Hat. Dinhata
has grown greatly after 1950. It now has a college and high
schools.

* Fursart—It is situatod on the right bank of the Dipa-Raidak
and was made the headquarters of the Tufanganj subdivision since
May, 1898. A new town was built on the south-cast of the Ranir-
hat bunder in taluk Kamat Fulbari. The town is not even half
a square mile in area. The bunder and the civil station are closed
to one another.

GossanNIMARI—It is 8 miles (128 km.) to tho east of Dinhata
standing on the road connecting Dinhata with Sitai. The Singi-
mari or the lower current of the Mansai flows by the west and sout)s.
The place has a bi.weekly haf. The arce grows good tobacco.
Gossanimari stands on the site of old Kamtapur, the capitnl of
the Khen kings which was overrun by Allauddin Hossain Shah
in 1488. The remains of the city of Kamtapur are gigantic works
of art and best peak of the great power and wealth of the king
or kings who conceived the idea of the citadel. It ig triangular
in shaps, long from west to east with g perimeter of about 20 miles.
The two sides of the traiangle met in the west and was protected
by a high rampart and an inward and outward ditech covering a
length of 15 miles while the old western Dharla protected the: cast
side. There were two redoubts. one towerds the north east and the
other towards the north.west. There were four gates to the ram-
part called the Hoke-duar, Sil-duar, Bagh-dum and Jay.duer
The Sil-duar was apparently the main entrance and it is said that
the door was a stone slah, The large quantity of hrick and stone

27
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debris at this place indicates that there were watch towers and sentry

houses on either side of the entrange. Several large slabs of
granite are lying about.

®

Within the rampart lies the Raj-pat or central citadel asoribed
to Raja Nitambara, the last Khen King (1460-1498). Tt ovoupies
a central position and is enclosed by a double row of walls with a
counter scrap botween them. The inner wall was of brick and
outer one of earth and a ditch surrounded the whole. This is
said to have been the residence of the king. In the palace there
are reliefs showmg figures in worshipful attitutde, a male figure
pulling out a garland, a nat.ve couple i & seated position, soldiers
with swords, woman with child fondling the breasts, cte.

The present Gossanimari or Komteswari temple situatod  horo
was built by Maharaja Prannarayan. It is situated in taluk Bhitar
Kamta on the left bank of the Singimari, & mile from the rgj-pal.
There is no idol in the temple. A hox whoso contents no one is
allowed to see is said to contain the kabacka of king Bhagadatta

who was killed in the Kurukshetra war accordmg to tho Mahd-
bharata.

The templo is typical of the late 17th century Bongul archi-
tecture. It has the usual Bengali hut type of arch on the outside
above whioh the dome rises. The vertical portion on the outside
of the structure shows a multifoil arch on each side framed by heavy
pilasters. The space above the archos is also ornamented with
small nioches of the same typo. Internully cach side is spanned
by a pointed arch. Betwoen the moeting points of theso arches
are the pendintives at the corners muking an arch on whioh the
drum is carried on three short projocting vortical tiers and on
that is carried the hemispherical dome. Tho soffit has thoe usual
padma. The walls of the sanctun have typical niches and other
ohases. 'The temple is inclined to the north as o result of the
earthquake of 1897, hut there aro no fissures on the walls.

Inside the temple in the north side niche is an image of the
Sun.God (Surya). The icon is 21 inches in height and Surya
is in the usual standing position with two full-blown lofuses in
either hand. The feet arc as usual coveted by high boots. The
ears are decorated with kundale and hehind the loft hip is & small
sword in scabbard. Thoro are two long necklaces and the upavita,
the necklaces reaching down to the boots. The usual figures of
Dauda and Pingala are on the left and right and in front of these
are two chauri-bearers. The figures of Ushd and Pratyiisha
are there below_ the figures of Danda and Pingola, shooting arrows,
Chhaya is placed in between the feet and in front is the small
%‘ures of Aruna, the charisteer. The seven horses face sideways.

e soulpture appears to belong t» the late Palu period. There

'i8 & bronze icon of Surys of & much later date. The horses i thi
icon all face front. ‘ﬁe " Chastirs.boaooes

res of Chhayd and tho Chgurs.
aro absent in this ipon, fign ya and the Chguri-bearers
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i rob i outh-cast corner is a standing figure

I['mde t}:;% 1;ilrlllcrl(::;smhti}g};ll(i.,S made of basalt. It is the usual

of .V.mhnu’ type. He wears a high kiritamukuta and a garland

Trwnkr&mta tﬁ? }mddle. The upavita is prominent and the

d”peddl : falls below the knees. This also appears to be a late

E’I‘:m er‘i‘od image. The temple wag built by Kavimandal in 1665
by ox}-)ders of king Prannarayan.

i If & square mile and
1—I14 is a small town of about ha
has}:AII)'gllxllsaAt?on of 5,098 according to the Census of 1971. Before

» the Dartition Haldibari was an important business centre being
16

i i Siliguri.  That
ailway line from Calcutta to Silig ri. T
loct.zlt.(zd cl:l?lsg(}ilethre lp]ac'z; to grow up. At present trade is lxmltgd
i ?‘if”n with Jalpaiguri. Separated by the sz_ta from the main
f:n‘g'aof (tho district, Haldibari has now a small hinterland.

ipur, si u the north side of the old Jalpes
HA“WU[.‘l—'}?;‘?%u];::.t)uggﬂh(twzst of Koch Bihar, is famous
Road, 7 e?n le of Mahadeva Harihar. The temp!e appears to
for the t’et;hf: temple at Banoswar. It is square in shape and
be as old at,sd by o pyramidal domo. Tho walls are massive and
o su;;n}:g;l tohick The temple sank about a third of its height
aro .

and ti#ted on one side due to the earthquake of 1897,
L]

—Tt is situated in Mekhliganj P. 8., 10 miles
JABIA;:D:}:?)ll::g;:bﬁndha. The Matabhanga-Mekhliganj Road
(16 km.) ro h Jamaldaha. It is a good market place g,nd a }.mt
" }:;l;rgnguesdays and Fridays. A good business is carried

mb !
375?1?1 jute. tohaceo, rice and vegetables.

i eadquarters of the district with a

Koca B‘“‘%—ngi il:l‘ ]t.;g;l.h Th% town stands on the left bank
ulation of hannel of the Torsa which bifurcates below the

of the onstorn oon the west of the town is the old loop of the
taluk hal]?ini\:mm Torsa. On the cast is the channel of the Bura
Torsa oalle_e h flows from north-west to south-east. The tract
Torsa .wllx)wtweon these two channels is tho town of Koch Bihar.
ino!uded et o miles long from south to north and a little over
It is aMubd\mem west to east. Since the last devastating floods
a mile t{‘ma& in 1954 a geven mile long embankment protects the
of tho O'I:st rising of the Torsa. It is & station on the Alipur-
o ?;g'? ldaha section of the N. F. Railway and the new broad
duars- l%lwa line connecting New Jalpaiguri with Alipurduars
gauge Bim by the town where a station hag bqen made with the
passes ofo;?ewy(}oooh Behar. The National Highway 31 passes
?ﬁ:ﬁﬁgﬁ the town and there is an airport used by the Indian

Airlines. .

’ i 11 laid out with straight and broad roads which
T};(iltmiv:t;:s::; at right angles. sissoo, Kadam, N a,gk.eaar’
i;:er ynd Jack-fruit trees are generelly to be found on either
ide oct,‘ t?xe roads. There are quite a number of tanks in the town

8
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Which served as principal source of dginking water in the past
The most important of these tanks are the Sagardighi, the Baira-
gidighi and the Laldighi. The Sagardighi is the largest and the
most beautiful of the three. It was excavated during the reign
of Maharaja Harendranarayan in 1807 and is 954 feet long and
536 feet broad. Around this tank is situated the prinoipal
Government officos-of the distriot whioh were burnt down by a
riotous mob after an incident in the last week of August 1974,

A little to the cast of the Sagardi
Formerly, there was a bustee of bavragi

name. [ts original date of excavation is not known but it was
re-oxcavated and brought into

bresent shape in 1879. It is 446
feet long and 440 feet broad. The Koch Bihar Thakurbari and the
Ananda Mayi Dharmasala are to the north of this tank while the
Victoria College is to cast. Tn the south are situated the Brahmo
Samaj and the Club., The Laldighi is to the north of the Baira.
gidighi. To the north of the Laldighi is the market place and
the Victeria Jubilee Tower oerccted in 1887. The tower rises to
70 feet and is provided with g winding staig-case. It has four
stories, each opening into a hangin,
with iron pillar forming a belfry.

ghi is the Bairagidighi.
4 at the place, whence the

At some distance from the north of the Bagardighi commences
the palace grounds. The Koch Bihar Palace is & well defined
two-storeyerd building raised 4 feet 9 inches ahove the ground.
It covers an area of 51,309 8q. feet. The facade consists of & range
of arcade on the ground and first floors, and is accentuated in g
pleasing manner at the north and south ends by the building pro-
jecting a little beyond the regular line at these portions, aifd in
the centre by a porch and the basement of the dome. A pleaging
effect is produced in these arcades by the alternate use of narrow
and hroad piers; the narrow ones having a single Corinthian pilaster
on the face, and the broad ones having a wider rusticated pilaster
in the centre with a Corinthian pilaster on either side. The caps
and bases of the pilastors and the archivolt mouldings and key-
stones arc buff-coloured terracotta. The pilasters are plastered
with portland cement. The dome, which forms the main feature
on the facade is dodecagon in shape, is surmounted by & lantern
of suvitable size and flanked in front by two neatly designed
towers the tops of which are 102 feet 3 inohes above the ground.

Koo Bisaxk is now one of the main centres of trade in the
distriet. The commodities marketed are tobacco, jute rice,
pulses and mustard seeds. A sizable quanity of jute and tobacco
are exported by air. 1t is the headquarters of t e North Bengal

State Transport Corporation which maintains pagsenger services
to Caleutta, Assam and Bhutan. "8

MaDHUPUR—It lies on the side of the

old Jalpes Road, 4 myles® °
(6-4 km,) north-west of Koch Bihar with

'y lation of 533
in 1861, Beveral Hindu idols are enlhﬂnedpohl;:e. Theodham

_ Wes established by Sankara Deva. There is & Vishnupada here
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; . the devotees for their forefathers.
where z'nir'b d%s‘e:treo? f?&:i'a%iy;m, however, is a translation pf the
T et ijnto the Rajbanshi dialect by Madhab Ray in th;
Bpagavaiz haraja Naranarayan. It is kept on a Simhasan and
reign of. 1 t durning day and night. It is devoutly rea
s light 1}?. fepries"' every evening and then follows the nama glzcan.
2 pa, well-known place of pilgrimage for the San ;:r-
Th:,t}:l 'h%;:i;l?navas The priests of this sect are called Bhakta
panthi .

and they observe life-long celibacy.

: : i bank of the Mansai,
—Standing on_ the right
. .MA“B}:{ ;gatart::;nzf gho subdivision of the san}el ;;lme %ﬁg
;,t lsat};fOp:lat?on of 9,187 according tc; gx% gesxcllsur; iloe Tt .is hold
a8 . . , .
. ering an area o
town is small a ?‘;E; °S‘;"mg§ flowing by the south and wgst ofdt}ixr(:
within a’l‘l}?OPMansai has eroded & great part of the t(;w qt:n in
11;%:(1)1 ‘the o?vil station had to behshifted_ tx(x)s 1;;{ g)}:‘:s:;lw:;na the
. re further erosioc ]

1952 Im? n:i {giiatt&::% :;V??e Satanga and the Mansai W:lf n;::t?l::f‘g
ngok of l?n The bunder and the hat ground tg,keﬁup ef orthern
Stlgfg?t}?:' tqwn wheorein are focated some big firms o g
pa

and Marwari merchants.

There is a High School for boys and another school for girls.

“There is a Post and Telegraph Office and & Telephone Exchange.

° 91’ 27" h latitude and 88° 56’ 42" east
MEKH!J‘]}[‘:;Ni':,t-lgish:a}dq%farg)rrst of the s_ubdivision agf the s?,:il;?
longituce). tands on the loft bank of the Tlsta. Ith fatﬁopcivil
name a.nd7s7; in 1971. Tho small town is made updo eu vil
o o d the bunder (or market place). The b;mb‘er (;10; épof
o the ortion of the town. There are ﬂevera;r ), ig 8 r{)&nce
the sou"_htarndp Bengalis round the kat ground. e;‘ f}r.lp?; tanco
Ni‘atr‘::arizzser is in tobacco traffic. The biggest kat o ‘the dis
o

is held here twice a week.

. , N. and is on the road con-
31Tt is in Matabhanga P.S. anc 3 .
NISHII(G(:(:;\I BiIhaer with Matabhanga. It is 0 m!l(Ieg (1}14 %11;11:1')
neotm%/[ tabhangs and 17 miles (27.2 km.) from bl,°° Tuos.
L retty big bi-weekly hat held here assembling (im o
There lsdangd&y}; . Tt is a flourishing village and is a trade centr
?:rysj::o tobacco, cattle and vegetables.

either side of the National Highway
PUNPI%RIEI-eI:(SIth;g;.()n;o the west of Koch B:ha;r.oét is t}i:
31 and lste s of Koch Bihar II Block De\{elopmlgn cec::tin
bea%?vu:rst;tion on the new broad gauge Railway line connecting
s n

New Jalpaiguri.

i iles (9:6 km.) north-east of XKoch Bihar
. Slnnng‘z‘gﬁ:;ﬁ;xisﬁlilteuaéed the Sit'idheswan tle{nplﬁ ereeo::g
B l'a P;annarayan. The temple is octagona 1}:1 ateap jond
'?y Maharaj e height as the Baneswal.' temple. T g m o s
o Em%ha avati and the goddess is rgpresented yda, a ’
dz(th;)?mdtgn a gr-twity. The courtyard is raised and pave
p f i
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The place is held very sacred and considered by the local people
to be second only toKamakhy in sanctity. §t had a population of
2,278 in 1961.

Srrar—TIt is the headquarters of the police st®tion of the same
name with a population of 1,608 in 1961. It is 18 miles (28.8 km.)
from Sitalkuchi. The trade centre contains houses of some big
local merchants. Before the Partition it served as an important
place from which trade was carried on with East Bengal distriots,
The area produces good tobacco and sugarcane.

SrraLRUCHI--It is the headquarters of the police station of the
same name and is also the headquarters of BSitalkuchi Block
Development Office. It is 13 miles (20.8 km.) from Matabhanga
with which it is connected by a good road. There are two impor-
tant bi-weekly hats held, one at Sitalkuchi and the other at
Gossairhat. [t had a population of 12,302 in 1961.

There is a health centre, a library, an inspection’ bungalow
and a high school here.
~
TuraNeaNs—It is the subdivisional headquarters of the same
name situated to the east of Koch Bihar town. The town had
a population of 4,209 in 1971. Tt has a Block Development
Office, a college, schools, hospital, ete.

The Chilarai tank and Chilarai fort of Tufanganj are named
after Chilarai, a great fighter and the brother of King Narana-
rdyan. He established a scparate kingdom in Assam and took
the name of Sukladhvaja when he did not get any part of the king-
dom of Kamti. The Chilarai fort surrounds an arca of about
140 ft. x 180 ft. 1t has a 7 or 8 ft. high mud wall.

Near the market place there is a temple of Madanmohan or
Giridhaarilal Gopiballav on a high mound. It is one-storied and
flat-roofed and is about 50 or 60 years old. It is said that there
was an old temple here of the same deity built by King Lakhmi-
nardyan. The temple now houses two big and two small-sized
Ra@hakrishna icons. They are worshipped with much pomp
durxpg Rathajétra, Rasajatra and Doljatra festivals. During
Doljatra, a fair is held here for three days.
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Agnotﬂo; 8 tural produce, marketing of,
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Basragis, 53, 212

Bakshirhat, 122, 207

Balaram, court-poet, 173
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Bila (marshes), 14, 18, 04, o

irnarayan,®son of L i

rarey: gkshminarayan,
Bi.rt,h-rates. 58, 186, 187
B}ah (untt of land), 142
B!shahari, sce Manasa
Bisu, see Viswasimha

Bs't:; (aus paddy), see paddy under
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Cornwanlis, Lord, 134

Cost of Living Index, 120-30

Council of State, 137, 138, 150;—
Establishment of, 137
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Dispensaries, 182, 183, 184, 189, 102,
193, 197, 198

Distriet Hospital, see undor Hospital

District Judge, 159-60

Distriot Planning Committee, 132

District Veterinary Laboratory, 79

Dolong (river), 8, 11

Doms, 208

Dozol';‘i copperplate of Bhaskaravarman,
8

Douglas, Henry, Resident Commis-
sioner, 38, 134, 143

Drainage schemes, 64
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Hurricano, 82
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Gunny, 35; Handloom, 886, 88, 127;
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Ismail Ghazi, 29
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Jagsdeva, 34
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Jaldhaks (river), 2, 68, 67
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Jalpes temploe, 33
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dwuking 8chool, 175, 176

Jhalo Malo, 50

Jirs, daughter of Koch Chief, Hajn, 38

Jitendransrayan, 40
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Jotedars, 142, 144, 145, 147, 168
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Jourpals, 204 .

Kajali Kurs tank, 29

Kalidase, 27

Kalika Purana, 27

Kajent {river), 12-3, 67

Kamakhya temple, 31, 214

Kgmale Bank, 80

Kamarupe,”14, 27.8, 32, 34, 48, 84:
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kings of, 27; under Guptas, 27.9;
under kings of Koch Bibar, 32
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Kamata/Kam ta/Kamtapur {Koch
Bihar), 1, 14, 28, 20, 80, 121, 172,
173, 209, 214

Kamtieswari, Maharani, 38

Kematoswari tomple (eee slso Gos-
sanimari tomple), 28

Kantaduar Insoriptions; 28

Karatoya {river), 27, 68

Ksrindranarsyan, adopted by Siven-
dranarayhn, 38 =

Kaschem Xhan, 32

Kashikenta Lehiry, Khasnavis, 38

Kavimandal, 211

K?;imtna, Rijokhapdam written by,

Kaviratna Ssraswati, Drona Parvan,
translated by, 172

Kavi Sekhar, 173

Khagendranaraysn, Nazir, 35, 37, 38,
39, 207

Khagtibari, a contro of loarning, 173

Khan Johan Khan, Navim of Bengsl, &

Kipngs lands, 142

Kharganarayan, 38

Khaers system, introdused, 144

Khen Kings, 1, 82, 209, 210

Khutamara, 8, 10

Kidnapping, 157

Kiratas, 27

Koch{Koches, 2, 50-1, 52

Koch sountry, over run, 20

Koeh Kings, 30-40

Kooh Bikar, Bhutia scoount of, 37;
desoribed by Ralph Fitoh, 31
merged into West Bengal, 138;
Morger Agresment of, 40-2; cooupied
by Mughals, 3% Origin of the name
of,  1-Z; Merger Agreement, ;
Municipelity, 98, 170-71, 180, 195;
Palace, 212; Polien station, 100,
101.02, 1058.07, 121, 122, 158, 162,
183, 164, 165, 190-1; Power House,
8%; revenus pargans, 6, 66, 87;
State Library, 33, 172, 173; Btiate
Rallway, 40; Bubdivision, 6, 14,
47, 80, 81, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 128,
180, 1381, 139, 140, 19D-51, 198,
204, 208; Thekurbari, 213 Town,
47, 81, 170, 185, 211.12, 214 ; Town
Committee Aoct, 188.87

Kotwali, 8
Kroshi-Balarampur, gee Balarampur
Rumlai (river), 8, 10

Lakherog, 149, 151 :
Lakshminarayan, 32, 172, 207, 208, 214
Lalbazar, revenue pargana, 6, 86
Lelitnaraysn, Chhatra Nazir, 3%

Tand cultivated, 83 ; irrigated, 85, 68;

khos, 82, 83; unoultivable, 62, 84
ynoultivated, 62, 42

Land revenue, demands and collss-
tions, 154

Land-Border Agreement, §
Lihrary, State, 33, 172, 173

Life Ynsurance Corporation of India,
80, 94-6

Lime, 14
Literacy ratas, 46, 178.78
Living Index, cost of, 129.30

Losns, agricultural, 81.2, 92, 03, 130;
given to fishermen, 80;:1 ven to
industries, 88; household, 33}

Maolgod. Norman, Commissionsr, 1385,
18

Madan, son of Jira, 30
Madan-kam {god), 52.3
Madhab Ray, 213
Madhavananda, Court poet, 173
Madhupar, 212-13

Modrosa, 174, 181

Mahabharata, 27, 17%; translated, 33,
172, 178

Mahndeve, 82, 211, lagend of, connect.
ed with the namse of the diatriat, 2

Mahaks), ses Mahadeva
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of Koch Bihar,

” [ 3
1,8 jcf‘ 184, 1;&, 130, 137, 138, 142,
188, 170, mt.. l;:. 199

()

Mehils Mandals, 205, 300

Mahinaraysn, I"fglr'Doo, 32, 33, a4,
207

poet, 173
Mmy"n. Grandson of Vishnu.
4 :

B onoh, 121

MabMabe, 1158
u‘m, 188, 187, 104.95
Malaria Eradication Programmo, The
National, 194-95
Inscription, 28
Mol lands, 142
Mallanarayan, sce Naranarayan,
Manasa, 52,
Manasamangal, 172
Mandasor insoription, 28
Manik Chandra, 28
Maniram-Das, 173
wr((pwt)), 172
L {river), 8, 66, 67, 120, 213
Man Bingh, Mughal Subahdar of Bon.
gsl, 32
Maniopes 76
richi mati Aye, Ki
MKi,:\g, n $% dnapper of the
orkandeya Ohands, translated 173
Markets/bundcr. 97. . g
akota by 8, 99-104, 208, 209,
Mare:im see Manasa
ga, 60, 81, 66, 75, 76, 79, 80
82, 83, 84, 91, 97, 121, 122, 162, 167’
182, 189, 103, 195, 206, 206, 213,
Police Station, 3, 6, 100, 109.5
112.13, 158, 164, 165, 108, 160, 14)’
191~9?;_ revenue pargana, 6, ée, 67:
?;Obdx;':;:lmnl,as, 14, 7, 83, 117, 128,
L $] » »
176, 19193, 195~ 15 160, 161,
» dountry overrun by, 29
Mogha Mandir, ase Blind School
Mekhliganj, 60, 681, 66, 76, 80, g2 83,
84, 91, 97, 117’191, 123, 128 130"
131, 139, 140, '148," 159, 160, 107"
162, 164, 167, 168, 176, 132’ 1g¢’
192, 193, 195, 213; Origin of the
name of, 85; Polios Station, 3, g
100, 102, 113, 125, 135, 153, jog’
168, 169, 192; revenue pargana, ¢,
Subdivision, 6, 14, 66, 83, 198 "
:lieroer. Lawronoe, 38, 134, 207
erger Agreement of Kooh Bihar,
Muga of Koch Bihar, 1,66

Meteorological observatory, 19
Milk Fooding Pt;agmmme. 108

Jumla, Governor of Bengal, 33,
Mi;sLutfulh, Subahdar of Kamarupa,

Midonl,.lb'l, 198
Mitra (Mitter) Ra{:f Rajendra Lal, 39
33

Montgomery, Collestor of Rangpur, 207
Moare, Ralph, Medioal Offos, 153
ﬁug}l;dhmsv;dom, 8, 38

a 83, 34
Mohargarm, 3¢ ‘
M:f(nm (river), 8, 11, 66
Mukherji, Kasikanta, 174
Muslims, 29.39, 50, 54, 56, 57
Mtﬁz’xglp&llby. 167, 168, 179.71, 100,

Mustaf, Sivaprasad, 134

Naib Ahilkar, 135, 137, 139
Nala-Domayanti- Kohini, 172 >
Namasudras, 59 <
Nar 8ingh, 3]
gmka, 27

aranarayan, 81, 53, 172 E
Narasim sa Purana, 172 179, 213
N(irzgyam rupoes, 32, 39, 136, 137, 141,

Narendranarayan, 89, 174
Nasarat Shqjlx of Gou.r, 31
*

National Highway? 31

lIgt'szir-Det; 142; family of, 207
ngémnpur Copper plate ingeription,

Niladhvaja, 20

Nglambm, 29, 210

Nilkuthi, 75 ¢ °

Nt;gzraya Nari 0 Sisy Seva  Bhavan,

Nishiganj, 122, 184 213

North Bongal State T "
ration, 118, 119, 149, 212 ort Qerpo-

North Bengal University, 181

Nr;ggndmnsmyan, J0-40, 134, 137,

Nutrition  Edneq ¥
ST tion  Programme,

8olo)upations, 132.33

’Donnel (of Reven

144, 160; Survey of 1ge Y 04
Ojhas, 182, 183

Orange troes, 7

Oraong, 198 .

Pala period, 210, 211
§mm§§e;f", ta Sabha, 33
168.05, “{&“"b"'m» 140, 164, 166,
ramanan harat
Farpann O Court poat, 173 ovha
P revenue, 6.7 try divided into, 144;
‘"kﬂhilmm n,
Pashaala, 128, 17800, Of Reghudev, 32
Pemberton, 3. & thiement, 145.46, 147
pensions, Old age, 197 " 3, 144
1 loma, representag;
to Kooch Bihar, 36, 37 tve of Bhutan

Pores .
0;';1:11, taught in the royal fanily,

Pdlbht"ﬂ, ts, 149
Pierard, b‘{::m' » 181
Pig Nlﬁn‘hm.'(?:;nmmwnor ) 134

INDEX 259

Pinjarir Jhar, 29

Pt‘?pal, grants, 149, 151 )

Bireoan, post, 173
itam y 178

Polioeb‘:dmistmtion, 137; yset-up,
140-41 ‘ i

Police stations in 1849, 135; in 1870.77,

P }37; in lsgg, 155; in 1940, 8
olygamy,

Pos¥80mZeg, 80, 95, 122.24, 213

Poultry, 78, 79

Pundibari, 213

Pounds, 167

hqjyobisha. (see also Kamarupa), 27

Prannarayan, son of Birnarayan, 32-3,
178, 208, 210, 211, 213

Prayoga Rairamala, 173 ,

Press, Cooch Behar State, see Wost
Bengal State Pross

Puberty rites, 56

Pulses, 18

Purling, Charles, Collector of Rangpur,

Purusottam \idyavagifs, 173, 174
Puspabhadra CopPer plate, 28

Rabha (languago), 47

Rabhas, 4748

Radoliffe Award, 46

Riahudevn son of Sukladhvaja, 31,
32

Raghuram, oourt poot, 173

Raghmmmaa. 27

Réhimganj fort, 37

Rahinganj pargana, see Mekhligan]

Raidakg(ri{'vg;). O 13-4, 67, 116°

Raikats, 30, 34; of Baikunthapur, 30,
33, 34 o

Railway, Koch Bihar State, 40

Railways, 119-20

Rainfall, 14, 19, 21, 64, 78

Rasyats, tenancy, 151

Rajakhapdam, 33

Rajarhat,N89, 190

Rajbanshi dialect, 213

Rajbanshis, 50, 56, 57; abjuring drink,
59; mannors and ocustoms of, 50-1,

" 58-6; music of, 88; religion and
religious beliefs of, §2-3; women of,
56, 87

Rajendranarayan, 37, 40

Rajgans, (Kinsmen of the Maharaja),
Court’s jurisdjotion extended to,
7

13
B:{-pal, 1, 210
Rakam Oharcha Settlement, 62, 684,

146f, 147

ml;‘i)l}: Fitch, description of Koch

ar by, 31
R.;:cnanda Goawami, Rajguru, 35,
Ramayana, 27; translated, 173
Ramnuarayan, Dewan, 36
Ramnath, court poet, 178

Ram Saraswati, 172
DRE&:;(I ladesh), 2
Rati a, 35, 36

Rainamala, Sanskrit Grammar, 172
Registration, 164-65
Rennel, Major, 1, 12, 114, 115, 117

Resettlement operations (see
Rakam Charcha settlemen(t), 145123
Resident Commissioner, Ofice of the
terminated,. 134 ’
II%test Houge, 121
ev. Robinson, First Superi
of Education, 174 perintendont
Revenue parganas, 6.7
Rice, 83-4, 211
Rivers, means of communications, 114
Roads, 64, 114-18, 132
Rudranarayan, Chhatra Nazir, 35, 36
Rupnarayan, 34, 38

Sadar subdivision, se¢e Koch Bihar
subdivision

Sadler, Lt-, 39

Saktas, 53, 54

Salasthambha, Mlechchha king, 28

Samar Simha, son of Visva Simha, 172

Ssmudra Gupts, Allahabad Inserip-
tion of, 1, 27

Sankara, Vaishnava preacher, 53, 212 -

Sankosh, see the Gadadhar

Santanarayan/Santanunarayan, Chha.
tra Nazir, 6, 34, 36

Senyasis/Sanyasi disturbanoes, 37, 88,

187

Saradananda, 173

Sarkar, S8yama Charan, first Medical
OfMoer, 182

Sarvananda Goswami Rajguru, 38

Sasanka, 28

Sashi Patra, Minister of Kamarupa, 29

Satanen Sutim (river), 8, 9-10, 213
ata, utunga (river), 8, 9-10,

Satyzsf"l[r, 54

Saulmari, 75

Savitrs Upakhyan, 172

Soheduled Castes, 50, 196, 197, 198,

200

Scheduled Tribes, 50, 186, 197, 198

School, English, first establithed by
Narendranarayan, 39, 174

School Health, 193

Schools, 174-75, 176, 178-80; Entrance,
178; Firat Vornacular, 174; Guru-
training, 174; High, 179, 198, 209,
213, 214; Higher Becondary, 180;
Junior Basio, 178-79; Muwsic, 180;
Primary, 178: Senior Basio, 1790;
Technical, 163;

Seed farms, 76

Ben, Iswar Chandrs, Deputy Colleator,
144

Settlement operations, 145-47, 150-51

Sex-morality, 56

Shah Jahan Nama, 1

Shah Jehan, 32

Sgaista Kht;g, 33

Sha j» 138

Shmr:ﬁ:j‘;)n (river), 8

Siddheswari, 218-14; temples, 213-14

8ikhs, 50

Singimari (river), 115, 209

Sishyasimha, 30

Sisu, se¢ Sishyasimha

Sitai, 60, 61, 76, 80, 83, 84, 184, 108
214; hat, 122; Police station, 6, 100,
104, 111.12, 128, 158, 162, 168, 169,

101



230

Sitalkuchi, 80, 61, 76, 80, 83, 84, 122,
125, 182, 168, 169, 184, 193, 214;
Police station, 6, 100, 101, 103, 113,
158, 192

Sivaratri, 53

Sive temples, 39, 53, 209

Sivendranarayan, 39, 173 182

Smithe, W. Towers, 134

Smyitis, 134

Soil, 15; formation, 66.7

8ola (pith), 14, 17

Spices, 16

Srinath Brahman, 33, 173

State Bank of India, 81, 90, 91

Btate Library, see Koch Bihar State
Library, 33, 172, 173

State Veterinary Hospital, 79

Storms, 20

Stuart, Captain, 37

Subdivisions, creation of, 137

Sukladhvaja, brothor of Naranarayan,
31, 83, 214

Sunity Devi, Maharani, 40

Surya {8un-God), 210

Susthitavarman, 23

Suvachani, 53

Suvarna Kosha, sos the Gadadhar

Swedish Mission, 197, 198, 204

Taluk, defined, 150-51

Tanks, ses Dighis

Tarikh-i- Bangala, 54

Tea garden, 75

Technioal institutions, 180

Telephone Exchange, 122, 213

Temg)emture, 19.20, 22

Timbers, 7

Tista (river), 8, 66, 67, 120 -

Tobacco, 14, 18, 59, 65 96, 117, 125,
185, 209, 211, 213, 214; oultivation,
71-3, 78, 17; products, 86

Tols, 174, 181

Toofanganj, 60, 61, 67 »76, 79, 80, 81,
83, 84, 91, 97, 214; Police station, 3,
6, 100.01, 104, 107-08, 121, 158,
162, 1684, 168, 169, 170, 181, 189.
101, 192, 193, 105, 208, 206; revenue

i Bubdivision, 6, 14,

67, 81, 115, 118, 128, 131, 139, 140,

169, 160, 161, 191, 193, 198

KOCH BIHAR

Town Committee, see Koch Bihar
® Town Committoe Aot
Town Committees, 160.67, 195

o in women, 59 P
Training-cum-Production Centre, 197
Tribal  Welfare Department, 108,

197

Tribals, 196.97
Travels, 121
Tuberculosis, 194
T. B, Centre, 194
Tube.wells, 66, 171, 197, 193
Tufanganj, ses Toofanganj
Tyagasimha, Mlechohha King, 28, ©@

UNICEF, 193
Upendranarayan, 35, 209
USAID, 185

Vaccinations, 183-84, 105

Vaococination Department, 185

Vasshnavae, &3, 213

Vasudevnarayan, 3=

Vehioles, goods, 118

Veterinary diseases, 70; hospitals and
dispensarics, 79, 162

Viotoria Collegs, 178, 181, 212

Viotoria Jubilee Tower, 212

Villages, elactrified, 80 o

Vipra Visarad, 172 8

Vishnu, 82, 53, 211

Vishnunarayan, 32

Vishnu Purana, 27; translated, 173

Vilvasimha, 30-1, 85. 172

Wages for toa-garden workers, 120;
for agricultural labourers, 130, 153

Water m];ply (rural) 132; (urban), 170

Weaving factory, 198 .

Waest Bongal State Prees, 163

WHO, 19 .

Widow-remarriage, 56

Winds, 20, 23

Women, dress of, 57-8; ornaments of,
68; position of, 56.7; treffic in, 59

Wrapper and Hookah Tobacco Re-
search Station, Dinhata, 88

Yaa.jnumuyan. son of Mahinarsyan,
3

Toaofangani Subdivision, establish- Yasodharman, 28
ment of, 137 Yoginitantra, 27, 52
Tolr;?) (river), 8, 8, 11.2, 66, 67, 117, Yuan Ohwang, 27,48, 52
Torsa Pir, 54
Tourist facilities, 131 Zilla Parishad, 140, 170
S —
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