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PREFACE

District Gazetteers deserve a much wider publicity
than they have received so far. Very few people in
the country, even among the intelligentsia, are aware
of their utility. To arouse the interest of the people
in this project of great national importance, viz.,
revision of the Gazetteers, I requested the authorities
of the All India Radio to arrange a series of talks on
their nature, importance and utility. The State Editors
were requested to broadcast talks on the District
Gazetteers of their respective States, emphasising the
local aspects. Some of the suggested topics were:—
(1) The Gazetteer as an index of economic progress;
(2) The Gazetteer’s contribution to regional history;
(3) The Gazetteer and the Census; (4) The role of the
Gazetteer in national integration; (5) The Gazetteer
and the changing pattern of administration; and (6)
The Gazetteer as a mirror of society.

This brochure contains the text of 13 talks given
by the State Editors and a few articles by .those who
were not able to broadcast their talks. The inaugural
talk is by Prof. Humayun Kabir, former Minister,
Petroleum and Chemicals. In his thought-provoking
speech, Prof. Kabir traces the development of Gazetteer
writing in India from the earliest beginnings to our
own era, when the entire series is being revised and
brought up-to-date. The talks by the State Editors
have been grouped under appropriate headings to
facilitate reference.

These talks highlight the importance and utility
of District Gazetteers. I would like, however, to dis-

cuss a few points which have not been touched upon
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in this series. The District Gazetteers contain
information of great strategic importance. They give
details about the location, boundaries, area, popula-
tion, rivers, water resources, geology and climate of
the regions. In short, they contain valuable data on
topography. They also provide an exhaustive histori-
cal background for a proper understanding of the
problems connected with the borders of the country.

The District Gazetteers are a repository of authen-
tic information. Their great importance is clear from
the fact that the Prime Minister in his speech in the
Lok Sabha (April 28, 1965 quoted from different
(Gazetteers to corroborate the fact that the Rann of
Kutch formed a part of India. The District Gazet-
teers are indeed a national asset.

The District Gazetteers offer considerable scope
for research. As aptly pointed out by the Internation-
al Documentation Centre, Sweden, “The Indian
Gazetteers are the incomparable collection of research
material and a necessary source of information for all
studies concerning the History and Culture of India™.
Recently the Quebec Geographical Commission in-
quired from the Government of India whether any
research was being carried out in India in place names,
more especially in toponymy. They were informed that
the Central Gazetteers Unit and the State Gazetteers
Units are doing useful work in this connection for they
collect valuable data about the regions and the histori-
cal development of important place names. The
Documentation Centres of some foreign countries
have spent large sums of money on microfiiming the
entire series—the Imperial Gazetteer of India, the
Provincial Gazetteers and the District Gazetteers. The

™)

Chicago University (U.S.A.) is helping ip the prepara-
tion of a complete index for this collection with cross
references and tables for the various editions of Fhe
District Gazetteers. The importance of the Ind¥an
Gagzetteers is thus recognised even in foreign countries.

There is one more point which I would like to
stress. The emerging nations of Asia and Africa may
like to compile similar series of Gazetteers‘ of .thelr
countries and regions. These Ga;etteers yvﬂl give a
complete picture of the country~1ts physical. social,
cultural. political and economic aspects. Perhaps
some of the United Nations’ agenc1es,.su_ch as the
UNESCO, may like to help these countries in compil-
ing their Gazetteers.

Besides the text of the talks and articles, this
brochure contains a list of the revised Gazetteers
published so far, those in press, and thoge approved
for publication. A list of t_he State Editors of the
New Series has also been given.

In addition to the revision of the District Gazet-
teers, the Government of India have also undertak;n
the revision of the first four volumes of the Imperial
Gazetteer of India. Volume I entitled ‘Country‘ a.nd
People’ has already been publish.ed. The rema,mmg
three volumes will deal with ‘History and. C’ultute;
‘Economic Structure and Activities’; “Administration
and Public Welfare™ respectively.

Lastly, I take this opportunity of thanking the
authorities of the All India Radio for their co-opera-
tion in arranging these talks.
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I am grateful to Prof. Humavun Kabir for his
invaluable advice and guidance. T am obliged to
Shri M. C. Chagla, Minister of Education and
Shri Bhakt Darshan. Deputy Minister, for their keen
interest in the work. T am particularly obliged to the
Secretary, Shri A. K. Ghosh, 1.C.S. (who has been
associated with the project since its very inception)
for his guidance. help and encouragement. | would
also like to express my thanks to Shri M. G. Raja
Ram. I.AS.. Shri B. P. Bagchi. 1.C.S. and Dr. A. M.
D’Rozario (Joint Secretaries of the Ministry of Edu-
cation) for taking interest in the progress of this work.
I am thankful to my colleagues, especially to Dr.
Dharm Pal. Dr. L. M. Gujral and Shri 1. C. Goswami
for their help in the editing and publication of this
brochure. Shri M. R. Sen Gupta has helped me in
the correction of the proofs. My thanks are also due
to Shri H. H. Pawar and to Shri R. N. Dwivedi of the
Publications Unit of the Ministry of Education for
expediting the publication of the brochure.

March 1, 1966. P. N. Chopra.

INAUGURAL TALK

Many of you know that the Government of
India, as well as the State Governments, are engaged
in revising the Indian Gazetteers. You may naturally
ask what are these Gazetteers? A Gazetteer literally
means a geographical index or a geographical dic-
tionary. Its scope is however much wider. It pre-
sents, within a limited range and in a readable man-
ner, a comprehensive view of a country and its people.
It describes the physical features of a region, relates
its history and discusses the social, political and eco-
nomic life of the people inhabiting it. It thus serves
as a guide to the administrator, a reference book for
the general public and a source of information for the
specialist.

Gazetteer literature in India, as elsewhere. began
with travellers’ accounts. Examples of such literature
in India are the accounts of Megasthenese, Fa-Hien,
Hiuen Tsang. Al-Biruni. Ibn Battuta and others. Kau-
tilya’s Arthasastra also provides valuable statistical in-
formation about India in the Mauryan Age. None of
these works can however be strictly regarded as a
Gazetteer. The nearest approach to a Gazetteer in
the modern sense is Abul Fazl's Ain-i-Akbari. Sir
William Hunter, the Editor of the first two editions
of the Imperial Gazetteer of India, stated that he had
before him two works as model when he planned the
Gazetteers, viz.. Abul Fazl's Ain-i-Akbari and the
Military Survey of Egypt conducted by the French
Government in the frst quarter of the 19th
Century.

Talk broadcast on March 3, 1965 from A.L.R., Delhi.
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.Gazetteer literature gained in volume and variet
d'urmg' the early British period. Exigencies of admi}j
mstra-tlon compelled the British to undertal;e
parz}tlf)n of surveys—general, military, revenue and
st'atlstlcal-in different parts of the country under ;lﬁ
cial and semi-official auspices. To these.were Vadde(i
the accounts of foreign travellers which were soo
followed by regular Gazetteers by private authO']‘1
Walter Hamilton's East India Gazetteer was first u[;
lished in 1815. Edward Thornton published phi;
G.azetteer in 1844 and both ran into many editions
Till the publication of the first edition of the Imperiai
Gazetteer of India in 1881. Thornton’s was the best
known work on India for both the specialist and the
general reader.

the pre-

. In addition to these general accounts, the prepa-
ration of ‘District Statistical Accounts’ was taken in
hand even before the Great Revolt of 1857. It was
however in 1867 that Richard Temple took the lead
in the compilation of the District Gazetteers of the
Central Provinces. A large number of District Ma-
nuals and Gazetteers followed in rapid succession, but
the efforts of the Provincial Governments were’ un-
coordinated and therefore not fully satisfactory.

_The credit for planning the series entitled ‘In-
perial Gazetteer of India’ must go to Sir William Hup-
ter. In 1869 he submitted to the Government of
Iana a plan for the compilation of the Gazetteers
whlch.was approved in 1871. The first edition of the
Imperial ‘Gazetteer of India was published in nine
volgmes in 1881. Fresh material was added and its
revised edition was brought out-in 1885-87 in 14
volumes. The general article on India received high

(ix)

praise and was published as a separate volume entitl-
ed The Indian Empire.

Lord Curzon has been criticised for many of his
political acts, but no one can deny his role in en-
couraging intellectual and cultural activities. It was
mainly due to his interest that the Imperial Gazetteer
was revised and published in 1907-1909 in 26 volumes.
The first four volumes were the revised and enlarged
version of ‘The Imperial Gazetteer’ by William Hun-
ter. The next 20 constituted the Alphabetical Series
and the last two the Index and the Atlas. Though
produced over 50 years ago, the Gazetteer has con-
tinued till today to be the most dependable source of
information for administrators, scholars and the pub-
lic on all matters relating to life in India.

More than half a century has passed since the
publication of the revised edition of the Imperial
Gazetteer. This period has seen more revolutionary
changes than perhaps any comparable period in hu-
man history. Old Imperial systems have disappear-
ed. Science and technology have led to economic and
social developments that were unimaginable 50 years
age. A new sense of nationalism is sweeping through-
out the world. Along with growing nationalism has
come growing awareness of international obligations.
Against this background of a changing world the
whole fabric of Indian life has changed beyond re-
cognition.

India today is free. With political independence
has come a new economic and . social awakening.
Small towns have become thriving cities. New 'in-
dustrial centres have been established in remote re-
gions. Education is spreading throughout the land and
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changing traditional beliefs. The national struggle which
ultimately led to independence, the ind
ments since the First World W
sion of education and the sp
egalitarian ideals have

mental and moral attitud

ustrial develop-
ar, the enormous expan-
read of democracy and
led to vast changes in the
e of the people.

Our perspective today is much wider than it was
half a century ago.  We have also much greater in-
formation regarding the growth of population and the
life and livelihood of the people. This demands ra-
dical revisions in our account of the social and poli-
tical life of the country. Even the chapters on geo-
logy written by some of the most competent experts of
the time need to be revised and brought up-to-date in
the light of the enormous expansion in our know-
ledge about the physical characteristics of the earth.

The changes mentioned above relate to ques-
tions of fact. Perhaps of even greater importance is
the question of a new approach. The earlier Indian
Gazetteers were written primarily for the use of
British administrators. Today., the Gazetteers have
Lo serve an entire people. Under modern Indian con-
ditions, the administrators are not a few hand-picked
men of proven ability but millions drawn from every
strata of society. In 1869, Hunter had written to the
Viceroy of the day. “Nothing, nothing is more costly
to a Government than ignorance.” This is 1 truth
which applies with even greater force to the civilians
of today. Administration 50 years ago was mainly a
question of maintaining law and order. Today, it
touches every aspect of life and there is g real risk
that administrators may lose themselves in the vast
expanse of the bureaucratic machinery which has

- (xi)

developed as a result of the ever increasing responsi-
bilities of government.

The need for revising the Gazetteers was hwidely
felt after the achievement of Independe};ce.b T jv}irce};
i i S g to Bombay v

it for taking the first step goes .
(sjtl't\rted the w%rk of revision in 1949 and ;_)ubhsheg. a
V(;lume on Poona in 1954. West Bengal issued Dis-

‘trict Census Handbooks in 1953 with lengthy intro-

i ishing information that is normally in-
SIL:JCCIL(c)inSinth;zetteers. Bih?.r _undertook the wo?}(a;z
1952 and published two District Gazetteers lo9n54 ara
and Hazaribagh in 1957. M%(;Ir]?zrgeig;n@; o

ht out the volume on )57. :
?hre(:llmlgand Uttar Pradesh entered the ﬁelsdt(ltn 12}503\/;1:](}
1957 respectively. Since then, most doef covern-
ments have set up Units for the revision

trict Gazetteers.

The lead taken by the State Governn?elr(ltshde;serv:
ed the highest praise but there was g rlt?1 tdi?’ferlé;lt
¢oordinated and independent efforts by e{ o

¢ ioht lead to results not commensurate wi
Sitdtefsfol?tlo The Gazetteers are most useful when t'hey
;oleloew a .uniform pattern so that. peoplerfré)n;u(thiz"ﬁé
rent parts of the country. or outside can (m e
information they seek without undufe wasteofo o
and energy. Accordingly, at a con erexlice of repre-
entatives of the State Governments and 0 .
S'mtdnl:/f istries of the Government of India held_ Jr}
fllOlUS 195”5]]?t was decided that the old “Indian E]l]p[re
‘Uly’ were to be revised. rewritten and amphh.ed
o umeSh authority of the Central Government. \yhlle
undesrt tte:‘e Governments would undertake the revision
g:’e nev?/ compilation of District Gazetteers according
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i;)e necessity. The .alphabetical volumes of the series
| re not to bp re-issued, but there would instead

a comprehensive all-India index of the Distric oo
teers. Th@ preparation of the State GazertltLt 'Gazet_
to be considered after the work on the Dist ot Gamet
teers was completed. The whole of the ”g'Gazet-
wprk was t.o be ‘planned as a single co-ordinat‘:lfjeue"er
with a uniformity of form, contents and st(:mduanrlc;,

but o ) "y
providing room for variations and additio
meet local or special needs”. et

The revised version of t i
Ind'ia 1s entitled “The Gaze}tlteeelrm%inallncciiz?ettfecri'Of
Union”. It will be published in four Volur.nesn oy
Vol. L. »"‘Country and People”, Vol. II: “Histor’ and
Culiure . Vol. III: “Economic Structure and A}:ta'm'd
ties , and Vol. IV: “Administration and Public %&Vi
fare”. Volume I is in the press and will be publi he -
§h0rtly*. It had been originally proposed to 1§l'ed
it l?y the end of 1960, but since the Ge‘lzetteleju o
revised iny after long periods, it was decided :S do.
fer publication in order to incorporate the re {) e
the 1961 Decennial Census. A major ots'u o
Volume Il has also been written. It is glr:’m o
hope that this will become a standard historyyofdlmg-s,t
and recognised as such by scholars throuﬂhoutnttl;1
world.  We propose to issue later an abridgzd editi :
of about 300 pages which would be useful for stude s
The plans of Volumes Il and IV have been drarx{

" up and contributors appointed; ¢
; a few che
already been received. hapters have

Now I would like to sa \
0 y a few words about
District Gazetteers. The revision of more than 3%18

*Alreadv published.
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Gazetteers is a stupendous task, but without a thor-
ough revision of District. Gazetteers, the picture paint-
ed by the Indian Gazetteers would necessarily remain
sketchy and inadequate. T am glad to note that al-
most all the State Governments and Union Territories
have adopted the scheme and taken up the work in
earnest. The results achieved so far have been un-
even as different State Governments started work at
different  times. Seventy-two District  Gazetteers
have been compiled, of which 36 have already been
published and the rest are awaiting publication.

Before 1 conclude, I would repeat that the new
Gazetteers are intended to educate not only the admi-
nistrators but the people in whose hands power ulti-
mately rests. They must be true to facts but at the
same time reflect the thoughts, ideals and aspirations
of independent India. In a vast country like India,
inhabited by people of different languages, customs
and creeds, it is essential that members of each com-
munity should learn to know and respect the life and
culture of other regions and other communities. The
Guzetteers must from their very nature provide all
with the knowledge of this rich variety. At the same
time. they must bring out the basic similarities under-
lying outer differences. Social, economic and politi-
cal inequalities have been the chief causes of India’s
misfortunes in the past. These can be removed only
through national planning guided by the principles of
secularism, democracy and socialism. The Gazet-
‘teers have an important role in educating public opi-
nion and thus strengthening the foundations of our

national hfe.

Humayun Kabir



GAZETTEER AS A MIRROR OF SOCIETY

A Gazetteer as a mirror of society is a fascinating subject of
study. As the limpid waters of a lake reflect the changing moods
of the sky so a Gazetteer reflects the changing moods ol the
society. That is why an historical background is essential in a
Gazelteer for a proper understanding of the various facets of the

society.

{ the Old Series of District Gazetteers
had one great advantage—iiey could express their ideas in their
own language with ease and grace. They could write in a siyle
at once simple, natural and spontaneous. They could present the
facts clearly, logically and forcefuily. Their narrative flows
smoothly like a river. That is why, even after a considerable lapse
of time, the old Gazetieers retain their literary flavour and have
the freshness of dawn. The Editors of the New Series of District
Gazetleer- enjoy an equal advantage but of a differeni type
altogether —the bounds of knowledge have been considerably
widened and therefore they have ample material at their disposal
to sift and present it in a narrative form.

The British Editors o

a proper study of the social history
of a district are many, and vary in range and variety. Of
inestimable value are the Census 1961 monographs, which discuss
different aspects of society. What a wealth of information do these
monographs contain! These are fine vigneites of society. They
open up vast vistas of knowledge about the rural and urban
society, pulsating with a new life. These pen-portraits ot our
people, drawn with imaginative insight, are invaluable for a pro-
per study of the social history of a district.

The original sources for

Of these monographs particular mention may be made of
the surveys of fairs and festivals. Thus the monograph describing
the fairs and festivals of Gujarat is informative and well-written.
When this series is completed a very valuab’e contribution will
have been made to the study of the social history of districts and
States. This additional information incorporated in the District
Gazetteers will make them more informative, lively and readable.
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Of equal importance is the series entitled "Village Surveys’. The
village survey monographs—Mahsa Tibba, Tandi, Kunran
(Punjab), Brahmaur, Devi Kothi (Himachal Pradesh), Rajderwa
Tharu (Uttar Pradesh), lggalur (Mysore), etc., are a storehouse
of information on the rural society of the various districts. They
throw a flood of light on the different aspects of this society.
What delightful pictures of rural society do we get—the daily
Iife of the humble village folk, their dwellings, utensils, house-
hold goods, food and drink, marriages, ceremonies, fairs, castes,
dialects, etc.! When this series is completed it wil{ be a unique
contribution to the subject. The handicrafts survey monographs
arc detaifed studies of handicrafts—Potted Industry, Woollen
Carpet and Blanket Industry, Leather Fooiwear Industry (Uttar
Pradesh), Agate Industry of Cambay (Gujarat), etc. When this
series is completed it will be a great contribution to the study
and appreciation of the handicrafts of different States and
districts. The District Gazetteers will gain in importance and
utility when this information, garnered with so much skill and
care. is incorporated in them. There will be other detailed studies,
which will be useful for District Gazetteers—Studies of Indian
Cities and Ethnographic Notes on Scheduled Tribes and Castes.
There will also be detailed studies of subjects which are of vital
importance to a District Gazetteer—Growth of Population in
Kerala 1901-—-1961, Growth of Population in Mysore State
19011961, Towns of the Peninsula, etc. Apart from these Census
monographs useful information is also available in various
research publications, such as socio-economic surveys of citjes
like Delhi, Gorakhpur, Lucknow, Bhopal, and of villages like
Sagoni Umacgia (Madhya Pradesh). etc.

The Anthropological Survey of India has pubiished mono.
graphs on Indian tribes and other sociological subjects of
importance. These are scientific studies ol great value, Particular
mention may be made of Memoir No. 8: Peasant Life
Such monographs are very useful for the writing of District
Gazetteers. A farge number of scholars have published sociolo-
gical studies of various Indian tribes—the Santhals, the
the Nagas, the Bhils, the Dublas, etc. These b
written and throw much light on the social as
The Research Department of the North Eas

in Indig.

Grasias,
00ks are well-
pects of the districts.
t Frontier Agency is

3

doing useful work by publishing interesting books on the people
of I\E.E.F.A.—-the Akas, the Sherdukpens, etc.

A mass of material lies buried in old journz'lls. Thus.the old
issues of the Journal of Arts and Indu:s'rry contain many mtere.s't-1
ing articles, such as enamel-minakari, stone-carving, industria
art in Bikaner. etc. The correspondents of Qally ne“{s‘pgpers a}:e
playing an increasingly important rolfa in publl.uzm;g)l"}:s
various aspects of society. In 1954 T11¢ Times of Iudt.a publis eh
a series of interesting articles entitled ‘Among t'he Bhils O,f Sout
Rajasthan’. In 1957 it published another series of vartlcles o)r¥
Rajasthan's border landscape. In 1956 T/w Hindustan Times
puElished an interesting article on the Ralkas. of M%rwar. ﬁatgr
it published an article *The Turban in Rajasthan. Hun ge S
of interesting articles on different aspects of society have eer}
published in daily newspapers. Painstaqug research would.reveaf
many a hidden treasure. Dr. Mulk R.a] 'Anand,‘ t‘he\EdS?r’ (;t
‘Marg’ published a special number on Foik Dances of ‘In ia’. !
is of‘ absorbing interest. The journals and {he pamph?ets broug, t
out by the Public Relations Departments of the Stales are aqglpg
1o our knowledge of Indian society. ”An Editor of sttgc;
Gazetteers would be failing in his duty if he does not make ful

use of this material.

There are some books—though their number 'is meagre —
which portray the regional society. On@ Vsuch book—ls erEteI‘l bY
Prakash Tandon and is-entitled Punjabi Century, 183771»1%'7, Shri
Tandon presents to us diﬁerm?t aspecls of the S(.)C!ety‘m 'thg
Punjab. Here is a fine description of the women winnowing an

harvesting the corni—

“Women. tall and stim. would stand on 19w wooden stool‘s.
erect like taut bows with their breasts pointing upward, their
arms stretched high above their heads holding flat r.eed trays.
T ike the opemng movement of a dance, when frpm stationary f.eet
2 movement would shiver upward. and e'nd in tk'le ﬁnger—tlps,
these women would gently tilt the trays yvlth a quivering move-
ment into the wind and shake them lllfe bells. The wind
would sweep the chaff while the grain fell into a heap below. The
wind outlined their supple bodies as it swept their clothes back.
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Few sights are more graceful than women winnowing, except

perhaps women walking from the wells with pitchers of water on
their head.”

It would be wishful thinking to expect that the narrative of
the District Gazetteers would have the rich glow of colour but
is it too much to hope that these Gazetteers will contain enouch
material (o provide inspiration 1o an Indian Gibbon, a M 2
or a Trevelyan o write the social history of
imperishable prose.

acaulay
the country in

Dharim Pul

Ia the first talk on “What is a Gazetteer?” broadcast on
March 5. 1965 it was indicated that the District Gazetteer
should describe all that is worth knowing about the district. [t
should be an authoritative reference book for the administrator
the traveller who has more than a fleeting interest in the counlrv:
the social worker, the public man, the student, and anyone else
who wants to have some information about the district. The
Gazetteer is a story of the district and its people. It should be a
record of the past and the present and should also give an outline
of the future developments.

The headings and contents of the District Gazetteers, that
are normally followed, cover the physiography including geology,
flora, fauna, climate, and also the changes in the component parts
of the district as an administrative unit. The Chapter on History
should be based on standard works. with due attention 1o recent
historical researches. An objective presentation is required for
matters relating to economic, social, political and cultural [ife. The
text on people should not ounly trace the trends of population
through the different decades, their impact and manifestations byt
should also cover the languages and dialects, principal communities,
castes, classes and tribes. The social structure should be interpreted
through an account of the religious and social customs and

Talk broadcast on April 5. 1965 from A.L.R., Patny.

manners, castes and tribes. which are culiurally dis'ti'nct ;mg
unique. should be given a fuller trcatmgnl. T.he new rel)lgu‘)us an

social reform movements, the changes in social lite. the f.:c}:mmt.T?rC-
and professional groups and classes should be treul(cd Yv:ts rcag)r
ence to the changes that can be descrlxbed as landma.rka.' omb.th
the other important chapters are Ag.rlcuh‘ure and Imgau:)nl(v{l -
a coverage on Animal Husbandry, Fisheries anq F(‘)reslrwy(i n(l :ls-
tries (including industrial potential and plans for tutu.r% p\é«;)l
ment), Banking, Trade and Commz':rce, and Commllr?lL}.lall'OI]js.' il
the text on Communications the ancient trade routes, })l}_}’ ways an :
modes of conveyance should be covgred aqd the de‘ve ()p’men/t .j)

the communication system including vrznls, roa«'Js,l W_d'f““f‘-’
airways, telegraphs and telephones. radxo‘and w%reheszl St]ﬁl:]mn&
should be traced. In the Chapter on economic trends t. e 1ve1 fw !
pattern, miscetlaneous occupations, gcr}eral lev'el of ane's:dp:(l
wages, standard of living, incidence of ur.lemp:f)ynlej']t. na,‘t;.ondV
pla:ming and community development are imporlaqt .511?~%em(')nsi,
The Gazetteer has also chapters on General Afirmmxtvxtmor?\dn(
Law. Order and Justice, which trace ‘ihe {1drpmxstm‘tw’e history
of the district and describe the ipnc[mnmg of Imp()rlzm.t
Government offices. The importance of the lex‘t on Local Sc(t-.
Government is heightened by the e;tensmn of the P;anchgyuu
and the decentralisation of Local S=1-Government to the village

units.

The Gazetieer also describes in detail Educa‘tion and Culture,
Medical and Public Health Services. Labour w;lture, z.ldvancemvem
of backward classes and tribals, volunl.ary_ Sogal service organisa-
tions, and the representation of the district in the State and the
Un‘on Legislatures form the components f.or 'the text on P}lbhc
Life and Voluntary Social Service Organisations. The .polmc'al
parties and organisations, whether local or on all-India .basm_
their hold in the district at different times and as reﬂpcted in the
last elections. and an account of the press, hbrz}nes: cultgrle
institutions within the district, and the newspapers in c1r<:.ul.auon,
sive the Editor of the Gazetteers important data for arriving at
zonclusions. Lastly, there is a separate Chapter on Plages_of
Interest, where all places of historical and toqust interest. pilgrim,
commercial and trading centres, and other important places are

covered.
3—4 M of Edu./65



A District: Gazetteer should have some special chapters if
1bey are considered important for the district. For exampl ® h1
Singhbhum District Gazetteer has Chapters on the For ple 't ;
Jamshedpur, the great steel city. Kosi has been dealt \:151; 'dnd
Sgpzxrjﬂte Chapter in the District Gazetteer of Saharsa. [n R n ha
District Gazetteer there will be a fuller treatment o-f the ?nC‘ :
!(nown tribals. for which field enquiries are being made in nany
inaccessible villages right in the midst of junglesyand hills rSnany
of these tribals are the Korwas, Lohras, Binjhias Bir'iasuA?m~e
Chik-Baraiks, Turis, Mahlis. etc. Our conclus’ionsjba’ dSUTS,
painstaking field work are expected to give many factsSe h'on
will differ from some published literature and will indic’atw l}Clh
changes that have been brought about since the days of Dfel e
Risley, O'Malley, and lastly Sarat Chandra Roy. won.

The re-written District Gazetteers will be a sort of a mi

of the society. The District Gazetteer of Singhbhum was re-wriitmr
after 55 years. It reflects the phenomenal changes‘that haen
occurred since the last Gazetteer was published. The last Distri‘g
Gazetteer had stated that the Tatas were going to set up a factor

at Kalimati, which would provide empioyment to about threy
thousand persons. Today we have in place of Kalimati the Uian:
steel city of Jamshedpur in the midst of an industrial comD lex
sponsored indirectiy by the steel project, giving employmenlt)t

}akhs of people. The very face of the district has been chan edo
including the physical features. When the District Gazetteef of’
Ranchi was written by Sir Maurice Hallet. who was the Deput

Commissioner in 1917, no one could dream that the distric};
would undergo so many basic changes in the course of three or
four decades. Very few districts in India have undergone such
phenomenal changes in the course of four decades as Raﬁchi
Ranchi i1s a miniature India today and within the next two.
decades it will be at the centre of the most important industria]
zone of India from Damodar to Bhilai. The new District Gazettee

of Ranchi will reflect the changes in the different aspects of lifr
in the district, including those in the physical, biotic and cultura?
.env1rc?nments. It will particularly give the story of the original
inhabitants—the Adibasis—who had literally to move from th

hunting to the other stages. The district of Saharsa, carved out i
the old Bhagalpur district, has the great Kosi’ Project Tl?e
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economy of the district was once ruled by the unpredictable Kosi
river. currents of which have been known to shift over-night. The
lullaby songs of the district threatened the child to sleep quickly
or Kosi mother would burst out in a sudden flood. The harnessing
of Kosi will change the sandy tracts covered with Kas and Pater
jungles into smiling cultivation patches and the Gazetteer of
Saharsa should describe the story in an objective manner.

In this task of making the Gazetteer a true mirror of society,
even such details as changes in the food, dress and drinking
habits, household and housing pattern, family life, vertical
and horizontal movements among the communities, and
particularly among the tribals, the economic trends set in by the
incidence of urbanisation and particularly their effect on the
rural areas etc., should be covered. The changes in the physio-
graphic personality of the district should be featured for
appreciating the story of man from the economic and social
point of view. The fact that no district is now an exclusive unit
and forms an essential link 1n the State and the country should be
borne in mind. An objective presentation of the subject matter
will give a correct picture of the society with reference to the past
and an intelligent blue-print for the future.

In conclusion, it may be mentioned that this is, indeed, a
monumental task of national importance. The need of the books
will be appreciated more with the passage of time. The work
can only be accompiished by a certain pooling of resources, study
field investigations and tours, and valued collaboration from many

sources.
P. C. Roy Chaudhury

* K%k *

There is perhaps nc Assamese or Hindi equivalent for the
English word ‘Gazetteer’. According to the dictionary a Gazetteer
means a geographical dictionary or a work giving geographical
information. In due course ‘Gazetteer’ came to signify a class of
work where not only geographical information but various other

English translation of the talk in Assamese broadcast on April 11,
1965 from A.LR., Gauhati.
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ijeszﬂpulve accounts, ranging from physical features and hist

) ' unt m A s istor

( heve.opr.nental and other activities, are also given pertaini .

o the district or the territory that is dealt with ing[he G'lm?tmlng
a7z €er.

Comp\/i\f:ti(zdir nt(}:t:z L:f:\e\ I(:.‘lowm,g historical facts prior to the
somplation of fass 0 .\’zvorl\ kr'low'n as the Gazelteers. Th

adminis rators of India took particular care to 3 .
records 01' Fhelr administration of the country in e the
M"‘?X Brxtl.:;h officers devoted their attention itl)l’“;f’er mu““eri
I;\dlaf; ancient history and culture and wrote n(1 v o “’f
historical and other works to enfarge the bounds of ‘}‘]ny b
ab(?ut India. As new and hitherto unknownu '(l)reT ‘elr"knoWledge
Fhezr possexfsion during the course of the expansilm?f tf(;n']e unqer
in India, o.fhcers were put in charge of these are;as Th andertool
topogramhwal and other exploratory surveys ”inv i L'm'derlOOk
ascertain the economic resources and future {)Q)Ssibi?s‘t'lgén(?ns .
areas. and compiled various reports on diﬁeren‘f suk;'lles'oT e
beaefit of the administration. Later. for the con;'en?eC1? tOf e
zu}l especially of the English civilinns and other I(e}me B
odicers, the British Administration in India officiall nderton
t‘he compilation of this class of informative literat ) pnaertook
the Gazetteers. e fnown s

Thus the series. known as the Imperial G: i ;
whi.ch is replete with highly vletnzable][z!tlrllz;laf(cilz?:tijrr ?t'lnd]a‘
various subjects relating to the couniry, was co mf]mO“ ol
published. Some of these dealt with India as ‘a w}:nrl)] . an'd
others t.he then provinces of the British Emﬁire in (I)e "and .
dealt with on a well thoughtout plan. Similarly in th n}(’[ld o
also (now States) a series known as the District Ga?ittemvmces
E;oignhothuti.bln th{e D%%trict Gazeueer.s everything thgxt OiT:h:’V%tls
o Kno T]j out L?' d]SlI:lCI was p}Jt in a factual and au(hem'
o lf..l ) e physxcal features of the district, its history thlc
:grgzl;[t::e a;hdeltr‘orceugltt:lri,]dantl other important subjects, suéh ai
agricul . sts, ustry, economic conditi ¢ }
flr(:lrg]l:;StVr\itrl:n. were descr.ib.ed in a few well-\r\lz(r)ir:{e(rllndchgae;;ltzril
mtere;t, e ‘:)rt)fp‘:ce:rdeg,cciwmga figures on 'matters of statisticz;i
administration of the distriz)tnzgulz drgsfv?t?ls(])lbjlte il
the Garzetteer of his district. Government ot’ﬁ(:aercsareflll .

in the
udy of
scholars and
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other investigators who wanted to know something about the
district consulted the District Gazetteer.

In compiling these Gazetteers the historical method was
followed and necessary data and materials were collected from
various official and non-official records, Census Reports, and
standard works on different subjects. Hunter's Statistical Account
of Assam published in the last quarter of the 19th Century served
as a Gazetteer for Assam at that time. The Gazetteers of the
Assam districts were for the first time prepared after the 1901
Census and were published during 1905 and 1906. Mr. B. C.
Allen. 1.C.S., was the Editor of these Gazetteers. A few supple-
mentary books were brought out in 1915, where only the statistical
portion of the District Gazetteers was brought up-to-date. No
further revision was undertaken thereafter.

The District Gazetteers of Assam having long gone out of
print since their first publication in 1905, it was extremely
difficult to get their copies and even educated people had Tlittle
knowledee of what a District Gazelleer was like. But the mntrinsic
value of the District Gazetteers. as also of the Imperial Gazelteer
of India was great. The books were immensely rich, both from
the point of view of the subject-matter dealt with and the style
of the'r presentation, although after the lapse of more than 50
years since their first publication many things had become
antiquated and out-of-date. Having regard to the permanent value
and importance of these publications the Government of India,
after Independence, decided to bring out these Gazetteers in a
revised and enlarged form, according 10 d carefully laid-out plan.
tour volumes of the Gazetleer of India (newly

Accordingly,
named as such) at the Centre. and the District Gazetteers in the
States of the Indian Union have been under preparation since

1958. In a few States, like old Bombay and Bihar, the work had
already been commenced a few years before the Central plan
was evolved. Several District Guazetteers have already been
published in these two States as also in other States.

Although the new District Gazetteers are being compiled on
the basis of revising the old District Gazetteers. they are in most
cases completely re-written. In the old Assam District Gazetteers
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}t]}.]‘erc were only.sm or seven Chapters, such as physical features
1stg.r}f, population, agriculture and forest industry economi:
condiion  and  general  administrat : e )
gener: mstration. In  the istri
" | new District
Gdlzetteers there are altogether 19 Chapters, includine all thes
and mz¢ : ¢ S ion’ . iy
and many more. New Chaplers, on education and culture medical
an 'pubhc health. local self-government, public |ife '11;(1 SO "l
. . M N N S H ‘ ) '
service organisations, places of Interest, ete., have been incor )Ch[l
ery ) 1ons. plac - he orporat-
ed in the new District Gazetteers. The work of collecting necg

: ¢ necessar
?l;m,rmls and data for the Gazetteers needs both time and lab ur,
e narrative has to be factual. i i b

< » Impartial and authoritat; i

rative: ) : Imp: ritative. It is
therefore, a work of close Investigation and thoughtfy] resear hls‘
I search.

o A District Gazetteer. being a repository of facts  and
mformation collected from various reliable sources re]afinu to
the district, reflects a picture of life in the district, as it is EVe;
by the people with their natural and other resources. Ii ma

therelore, be viewed as a mirror of society. The district 1¥
inhabitants. its place in the larger entity of which it is a p;;rt:
these are the angles from which the district is viewed in compiling
the District Gazetteer. There is no doubt that the Districbt
Garzetteers can be works of lasting value if prepared ucco;dinn
to plan. The Chapters have been so devised as (o make lhz
Gazetteer a work of great value and interest. The aim of physical
description of a district is to bring into view the natura wealth
of the district by giving an account of its geographical situation
z‘md topographical features, its rivers and mountains, hills and
to'rests‘ lakes and tanks, trees and plants, birds and animals
rmnerals, and such other things. In the Chapter on “History’ loc;;l‘
history is brought into ereater relief and an attempt is made to
determine the role of the district in the history of the lareer
whole, Division or State, of which it is a part. It is natural T‘or
the residents of the district to have a desire to know the details
of their own history and feel proud of their achievements in thé
past. For others also it becomes easier to understand the district
IQ narrating the historical events there need not be mucH
difference between the old Gazetteers and the new. But the angleg
of vision are bound to be different. The English writers narrz;ted
the' history of India generally from an imperialistic stand-poing
In its place there will now be a nationalistic approach. The objec£
of the nationalistic view-point is to see the events of history in
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their true colour. In the Chapter on the People, the racial
divisions, religion, creed and community, manners and customs,
and social usages of the people, including their food and dwelling
houses, are studied in some detail. In other Chapters are described
how with the people in the background. the administrative
structure, agriculture, industry, trade and commerce, means of
transport and communication, education and culture. public life
and various welfare institutions have taken shape in the district.
In other words, nothing of interest in the district is left out of
account in the District Gazetteers.

As the new District Gazetteers will bring the accounts of the
old Guazetteers up-to-date, taking into account the progress and
changes which have taken place during the last 50 years or more,
there is hardly any doubt that these volumes would be of immense
value to the administrators. journalists. writers, research workers,
politicians, teachers and students. and even the common man will
find matters of interest in these Gazetteers. The subject-matter of
the Garzetteer is of a complex and varied nature but it has to be
dealt with in a simple manner. It needs wide study and research
and perseverance to accomplish the task of writing the Guzetteers

in a satisfactory manner.

K. N. Durt



ROLE OF GAZETTEER IN NATIONAL
INTEGRATION

Objﬂ}\io contul))nl?r ot'hlhe District Gazetteers can do justice to the
-lives set belore him if he is not alwavys ]
, ays conscious of the f:
that the cultural and ec i disoict o
conomic development of his distri
State reflects basicall opment ot OF
, y the corresponding devel i
: : g deveiopment in th
}cOUmry as a whole. howsoever fine the local achievements rr: .
-)dy‘e been in any particular direction. [ may be pardoned fay
gymg thut. this is particularly true of the compilers of tl?r
azetteers in Andhra Pradesh, which has siice the dawn ?'
[ 0

history been the meetin
g ground of the north - . )
the west and the east, and the south and

Dealing with the people of each district. the Gazetteers h;
to.d.evotc some attention to the local castes, languages ~dv§
rehg,ons. The caste system, it is sometimes said, is bis ddn
gzhmc Qitferences or the professions followed by (’iistincl‘ ?ro o
from time immemorial. Some go to the extent of iniri‘ ltJlI]’S
measurements of head and nose and varying shades of\colobu ef
different castes as indicative of their ethnic composition, But )r N
megginglcss all this is will be evident from examining the' preva;ow
pos:tion among the Chenchus, who are perhaps the Lmost primit'em
and ;\clusix'e of the social groups indigenous to this Slaie Sowe
publications state that they are Malids or Australoids char'xc.ter; mj
by Ih.eir small stature, flat and broad noses, and so ’on. l;ul else
in this extremely exclusive group, individuals of tall or med'ven
stfllurc with narrow noses are by no means uncommon. The delum
oi elhni_cai mixture among the more socially devc](')ped r(;gliee
%‘up’eu51ly be imagined. even if it is admitted that they f\artgg
witially with some basic differences in this regard. Speal;inn {
Andhra Pradesh, small or large bands of peo[:le have mivrctod
apd seFlled}down in this region from different parts of the cé’ui;
since time immemorial. Such movements were generally the resulz
ot‘ tamm;s or epidemics, or oppression or persecution of >th
mlgrants in thglr home areas, or merely of their anxiety to im .
their economic conditions. And, even in cases where P;'OV}P;
movements were due to an armed invasion, the invading gro:f)s

Talk broadeast on March 6. 1965 from A.L.R.. Hvderabad
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were not restricted to just their chiefs and soldiers. They often

erepresented the migration of an entire cross section of the

population, from princes and priests to carpenters and cobblers.
And such migrant groups were sooner or later absorbed among
the indigenous groups on the basis of the status they then enjoyed.
Some migrant groups in more recent times. however, tended to
maintain themselves as distinct units. The Lambadis or Sugalis,
who constituted the transport corps of the Mughal and Rajput
armies marching into the Deccan, were one of these groups. But
such recent migrants had already undergone a similar
metamorphosis in their own home areas. In brief. every caste
in this State has absorbed diverse ethnic groups. Aryan, Dravidian
and others, from various parts of the country. And there is no
caste which is an exception to this rule.

Again, the caste system has never been a rigid frame. New
castes vor sub-castes have been formed and old ones have
disappeared all through the ages. And such groups huve.moveld
up and down the social order according to the changes in their
fortunes. 1 can quote cases of groups which have been admitted
of the Brahmins only in recent decades. And o
take an opposite example, the Mutrachas, Bedars and Bantolus
and some other groups held a fairly high place in society during
the days of the Rayas of Vijayanagar. They constituted the
backbone of the Vijayanagar armies. But with the loss of this
employment they came down steeply in the social ladder. There
was also nothing very rigid about the professions followed by
the different castes. To quote one example, in Cuddapah district,
one of the most ancient and cacred of its shrines is the Pushpagiri
temple. In this shrine, the priests were Rnot Brahmins when
Krishnadevaraya visited 1t in the first quarter of the 16th Century.
It was this great monarch who arranged for Brahmins to officiate
as priests a; this shrine. Numerous instances can be given as to
how mixed up the professions were in terms of caste and how
erroneous 1t is to refer to castes in terms of a specific profession.

as a sub-caste

Coming to languages. it is not generally realised tha’ quite a
few of the languages spoken and written today are relatively of
This, together with the background of the

recent Origin. _ . :
dly permits any one to claim with

movement or population, har
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any degree of certainty as to what the mother tongue of his
ancestors was some centuries earlier. Apart from this: from the
point of view of literature, the languages of this country have
developed on amazingly similar lines. While collectine details
about the ancient literary figures of a particular district oiT And‘hr‘l
Prudesh. I was struck not only by the large number of ureutt
literary figures associated with it in the past but also by thecf'lct
that. most of them drew their inspiration from contemporarylor
earlier compositions of authors belonging to different linguistic
regions of the country. Men of letters were honoured in lh; past
irrespective of the place to which they belonged. And surprisin("l.
many of these personalities soon became famous for tﬁe?/;
c(.)mp()silions in the local languages as well. Incidenlally in the
district referred to by me. though Telugu now claims t};e over-
.whelmixlxg majority of its inhabitants, a large number of its ear]
inscriptions were in old Kannada, Tamil or Sanskrit. And readini
the accounts of its villuges written in Telugu about the turn 07'
the 19th Century or a little earlier. [ was struck by the unusuall
large number of Urdu or Hindi words used in them. » Y

Religion has also been a great cementing factor in the
country. In the district referred to, its most important route in
ancient times was not known by the chief towns it connected in
the vicinity. It was called the Kasi-Rameswaram highway. Places
like Kasi. Ayodhya and Srirangam were as dear and near to their
hearts as Tirupati or Srisuiiam. No doubt, some of our history
books highlight dynastic wars as communal wars. 1 do not think
there has been even a single war fought in this region for the
cause of any particular faith. To take one instance, in the dynastic
struggles of the Vijayanagar-Bahmani period. the Hindu rajas
were not all arrayed against the Muslims and vice versa. And
these rulers. Hindu or Muslim, were constantiy changing sides,
The most inveterate of the enemies of the Vijayanagar rayas
included the Gajapatis of Kalinga. Even the main Vijayanagar
army at the battle of Talikota or Rakshasi Tangadi had a large
proportion of Muslim soldiers, and the forces of the Deccanj
Sultans. especially of Bijapur. a large proportion of Hindus.

i

Aigain nothing brings out the unity of the country and the

inter-dependence of different regions more exquisitelv than the
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architecture its ancient monuments display. To quote again the
example of Cuddapah district, its ancient monuments have drawn
freely from Chalukyan. Rashtrakuta and Bahmani styles from
the north and the Pallava, Chola and Pandyvan styles from the
south. And this list is by no means exhaustive. Music and other
realms of fine arts indicate how each region is heavily indebted
to others and how the myriad local variations cannot hide the
essential unity of the main treatment.

The Gazetteers deal with diverse other subjects. too numerous
to be detailed here. Talking about the livestock of a district we
have to refer to breeds imported from distant areas of the country
to improve the local stock or of indigenous breeds exported
elsewhere for similar purposes. Examining all crops or the changes
in crop pattern over the decades. we find how events and measures
adopted in distant tracts in the country influence the local pattern.
Talking of industries. the development of textile industry in
Bombay. Ahmedabad and Sholapur has had a tremendous impact
on the great handloom industry of this region. But it also provided
to the local weavers and other artisans with the avenues of
employment at these centres, which this region by itself was then
hardly in a position to extend. The basic unity and inter-depen-
dence of the country comes out I think in its purest form, when any
part of it is faced with any great disaster. While collecting material
about famines in Rayalaseema district. 1 came across the case of
a munificent donation from a citizen of Indore to relieve the
distress among such sections of the affected population. who
needed relief but were reluctant, for some reason or other. to
approach the free kitchens of relief centres. Perhaps my colleagues
collecting material in other areas may have come across nstances
of similz;r kinship exhibited by the citizens from this region. also
under corresponding circumstances.

So intensively connected and inter-dependent is the
development of all subjects in this great country of ours that one
cannot deal with any subject in a district without keeping in view
the all-India background. None can appreciate fully what was
done at Nagarjunakonda centuries back and what is ncw being
achieved there. ignoring the great forces that were generated and
set in motion by movements, which are the common heritage of
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our country. To love well any district in India, one has got to be

enamoured of the country as a whole. The District Gazetieers will
make this fairly clear,

C. K. Murthy

* #k ok *

N ational tegration is the sine quo non for the progress und
prosperity of a nation. {t is the very life-breath of a nation. ‘United
we stand: divided we fall’ is an old adage. To our country, at this
juncture of our national life. this maxim is pregnant with meaning.
This vast sub-continent of ours has many regions, with varied
physical features and ciimatic conditions. These differences, to a
considerable extent. influence the day-lo-day life of the people
and their occupations. Recent changes in the social. political,
economic, scientific and industrial fields have magnified the already
existing deep-rooted divergences among the people.

In order to take its rightful place of honour and strength
among other nations of the world, a nation should have cultural
homogeneity and unanimity of opinion on the basic ideals that
cuide its economic, social and spiritual problems. 1f the people
living in different parts of the country have varied views on the
many problems faced by the nation and try to enforce them by
working at cross purposes, their unity will be shattered and their
power weakened.

The main reasons for the growth of the differences of opinion
among sections of the people are their narrow outlook and their
environmental conditions. If the ideal of one community and one
nation is to be achieved. we must root out those defects, which
make the people magnify small differences. We must also try 10
avoid the growth of feuds due to baseless and mistaken notions,

Let us now see how national integration may be promoted.
The best means of achieving this objective is to spread the culture
of the cpuntry among the people by publishing books containing
true facts about the culture, art, history and economic conditions

Talk broadcast on April 28. 1965 from A.I.LR., Madras.
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of the peope living in ditferent regions. It is a.lso neces:sfzry tg
have correct information about the various social \orgumsatxons
and beliefs of the people living in different purts‘ of the country.
Persons. who have travelled in different parts ot. the wor.ld. and
lived with different kinds of people, a‘cqmre an innate ability to
adjust themselves toO ihe confiicting views. Tl.ﬁe)./ unders.tfmd the
real significance of different cultu.res: .Slmllurly. it more
opportunities are made available to‘mdl\':dt{alis“or A group to
understand the habits. customs and ideals of Nfe ‘0‘1 the peor’).le
living in different parts of 1hci country. petly dlﬂercnce? wl:ll
disappear and national unity will grf\Wf. I'hough Ihere mfzy‘ e
some differences in the Indian society due l().‘cl{iYerbnce.s in
language, religion and topography, lherf: 1S .one u'm\ymg‘stm%n of
culIurz;] homogeneity which permeates it. 1f the ideal g\t national
integration is to grow, the opportu‘nities to know the ta.cts a‘bgul
the Beop)e living ‘n different parts of the.country must bg mcreaied.
All-India exhibitions and film shows will greatly help in reqhsng
this objective. The various small pz‘lmphlefs and brochures IS‘SlIEd‘
by the Information Department of Alhe G()vel'nmcnt are ulso' of
u;cut help. Apart from this, compend:ous bgoks contmmqg detatled
%formation about the country and the regu?ns are also invaluable
instruments for promoting national imegmtmn.' lhesg books help
us 1o assess the differences among the muny regions of the cm‘mtry
and to enlarge the scope of contacts among Fhe people of thg
different regions. This is the real tfoundaton for the grow'lh 'ot
national integration. To this category of books belong the District

Gazetteers.

To begin with, the District Gazetteers were publisheq by the
British Government in the 19th Centur}f. They contal'ned an
account of history. social conditions, industries. .agrxculture.
taxation and places of interest of the concerned regions. These
books helped to a large extent th; Government ofﬁcna.lsband others
to get a true picture of the district they had to administer.

The descriptive account and the statistics found in thqsc
District Gazetteers published many years ago are .ot quite
adequate for the present day requirements. They CF’“‘Q‘““? mere
details required for administrative purposes. They did not aitempt
to describe the cultural and social unity of the country. In order
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to remedy these defects. the Government of India. in 1958, diew
up @ scheme to rewrite the Gazetteers. The Scheme has been
mcbludcd as a part of the section on "Cultural Activities' in the
Third Five Year Plan. According to the Scheme, every State
Government is encouraged o rewrite their District Gazetteers in
accordance with a new pattern drawn up by the Government of
India. Each State Government has appointed a State Editor for
revising and rewriting the District Gazetteers. The State Gazetteer
Unit has been constituted to function under the State Editor.

The District Gazetteer compiled on the new patiern contains
nineteen chapters. From these chapters we can learn about the
physical features, climatic conditions, mineral resources, history,
sociology, religion, art, agriculture, large-scale industries, small-
scale industries, irrigation, educational system. growth of medical
facilities, courts, police, communications, posts and telegraphs,
general administration, elections. community development pro-
gramme, economic development, advancement of backward
classes, voluntary associations, places of interest, etc., of the
concerned district. Thus every type of information about the
district, which a person may like to have, is given in this book
under different heads. A subject index is also appended at the
end of the book. At the end of every section, useful statistical
information is also given.

Thus, all the nineteen chapters in the District Gazetteers are
prepared, giving the foremost importance to the details about the
district. The chapters are written with an aim to promote national
unity and no chance is given for the growth of any idea that the
district is the beginning and the end in itself. These chapters
specifically indicate that this country spreading from the Himalayas
to the Cape Comorin is economically and culturally unified,
though there may be many sociological differences. These District
Gazetteers are compiled with the sole object of presenting the
true facts to the people, so that national awareness may grow,
and all doubts and misgivings be removed.

By, reading the District Gazetteers of one's own State along
with those of other States, a person will be imbued with feelings
of "patriotism and national oneness. These District Gazetteers

19

promote ‘unity in diversity’. 1f all the States bring out at an
early date their revised District Gazetteers, the people will have
greater opportunities to develop social and political unity by a
study of these books, a study which will ultimately enrich and
ennoble their life.

A. Ramaswami



GAZETTEER'S CONTRIBUTION TO
REGIONAL HISTORY

In the 17th and carly 18th Centuries the word ‘Gazetteor'
conveyed the meaning of g geographical guide-book of important
p.aces and people. The scope of the Gazetteer., however, widened
in the later part of the 18th and the 19th Centuries, when various
types of such literature giving elaborate accounts of social.
economic, historical and cultural activities of the people, as well
as the physical and natural features of the territory they inhabited.
were writien in different countries of Europe. It was also during
the 19th Century that several Gazetteers were published in lndii;.-
Not only Guazetteers for the entire country, including British
territories and the Nutive States. were compiled but also resional
works such as 4 Gazetreer of Southern India, The B(’II!{(;[ and
Agra Annunal Guide and Guazetteer, as well a District Manuals
and District Gazeileers were published. The most important
publication was the Imperial Gazetteer in 14 volumes, edited by
W. W. Hunter. Early in the 20th Century that work was revised
and published in 26 volumes. The British civiliany such as Nelson
Nicholson. Francis, Richards, O'Malley and others produced very
admirable works —the Districi Manuals and District Gazetteers.
Formerly. the compilation of Gazetteers was considered to be an
individual venture either by governmental or private agency. buyt
after Independence this work has been taken up as a nation

1l
project by the Government of India. The revision of District
Gazetteers on a uniform pattern. as well as compilation of the
Gazetteers of Ind’a are at present in progress.

The Disirict Gazetteer is generally considered to be g hand-
book of ready reference for the district oflicers. but in fact,
neither a handbook nor a guide-book. It deals with
of the district and its people,

it is
all aspects
in as comprehensive a manner as
possible and in a lucid narrative form in order to serve the interest
not only of the administrators but also of the legislators, teachers,
research scholars. social workers and even businessmen. The
importance of the District Gazetteer lies in its presentation of
authéntic accounts of the district, with proper emphasis on their
o Talk broadcast on May 4, 1965 from A.LLR.. Cuttack.
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historical perspective. One of the most imporlan.t Chapters of a
District Gazetteer is Chapter II on "History’, Wthh. pre:sents .(he
detailed history of the district right from the Pre-historic period
up to the present time. It is generally divided into three parts-—(a)
Pre-history and Proto-history, (b) Ar@aeology, and (c) Geperal
History dealing with ancient, med1§vzll and modern times.
Pre-history is a subject of international importance as the activities
of the early man transcend the present .polltmu} or nz_monal
boundaries. But while the Pre-historic relics in the forms 01. st}one
implements, menhirs, megaliths, terrucp[la-sher.ds or r.ock painlings
are studied with reference to a particular district it becomes a
subject of greater human appeal, so far as the culture of the
locality is concerned.

Such a study not only throws light on the ac'tivities c'\t' the
early man in the district millions ot. years ago, but .lt also gives a
place of honour to the locality in lhe.mle'mano.n'fal map of
Pre-historic study. The writings of Pre-hlstorlalns< fail to 'corpe
down to the level of the common man, but it is the l.)lslnc(
Gazetteer which can bring home to the peo'ple‘: the megaliths ot'
the Gadabas in Koraput district, the rock paintings at Gudqhupdn
in Kalahandi district and at Vikramkhql in Sambalpur .dlS(rlC.l,
the neolithic too's and pottery at Baldlpur anq ’Kuhanu in
Mayurbhanj district. the copper axe of Bzimanghatl in the same
district as well as that of Dunria in Puri d‘lstnct, and aboye all
the interrelation of Pre-historic men of the Brahmani 'zmd
Baitarni valleys in Dhenkanal, Sundargarh and Keonjhar‘
districts of Orissa. The information u.bout .the wealth ot‘
Pre-historic relics must broaden the h'()I'iZOn .ol anwlgdgc of
the reader in respect of the cultural heritage of the district. The
same also can more or less be said about our study ‘of archgeologyi
which deals with relics of the historic;.zl period in the form of
caves, temples. forts, scuiptures, inscriptions and‘ coins. lmporta.nt.
archaeological relics, like the caves of Khandagiri and Udayagiri
in Puri d;strict. the temples of Konarak and Bhuvaneswar in the
same district. the Asokan edicts at Dhauli in Puri district and at
Jaugada in Ganjam district are well known to scholars and
laymen alike. But there are many impqrtanF monuments and otber
relics lying obscure and uncared for in different districts. which
probably the District Gazetteer can bring to light in the intcrest
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of all. In Orissa we find monuments of great national importance
in almost all the districts, altogether unnoticed by the people. To
give only a few examples here -iwo colossal Vishnu images at
Bhimakanda and Saranga in Dhenkanal district, which are the
largest and the most beautiful of their kind in India, the Saranga
image being 32 feet rom head to foot and the Bhimakanda 42
feel. both belongiay to 9th Century A.D.: the twia temples of
Gandharadi in Baudb-Khondiuls district is unique in conception
with two pyramidal Sikharzs baving a device for allowing the
rays of ihe rising sun to enter into the sanctum and mucﬁ the
feet of the deities: the punch-marked silver coins containing four
symbols of Pre-Asokan type in Bolangir district: the PF(){()rO!'iYZI
and  Griya inscriptions in Sambalpur and  Balasore districts
respectively. which throw light on the development of Oriya
language and literature. It is needless to multiply such a list of
relics of national importance found in different districts, which
the District Garzetteer can well bring home to the general reader.

The history of the district. it properly presented. brings to
light many interesting and obscure aspects of the past, which no
text book on history can do. India being a vast country, her history
aims at marking the vital stages of political and cultural events
in a broad framework. which submerges regional or local
achievements of the people. Common social ordering of human
history in a land of diverse cultures like India, is bound to
supersede regional values although these are of great significance
so far as the history and culture of the people are concerned. The
modern trend. therefore. is to bridge the gulf between the common
social order and individual growth of the regional social group. It
is the District Gazetteer which emphasises the interconnection
between regional and national culture, depicting local history in
the background of the history of the nation as a whole. Take for
instance the history of the district of Ganjam in Orissa. This
district prominently featured as a part of the Mauryan empire in
the 3rd Century B.C., when a senior Executive Officer, called
Rajavachanika, was stationed there at the township of Samapa.
It a'so formed part of Kharavela's kingdom of Kalinga in the
Ist Century B.C., and also of the empire of Gautamiputra Satakarni
in the.lst Century A.D., when that empire extended up to the
Moiunt Mahendra. About the middle of the 4th Century A.D.,
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King Samudragupta of Magadha led his campaigns through this
district and following his retreat the Matharas—a local dynasty--
rose to prominence, extending their political influence from the
Mahanadi in the north to the Krishna in the south. In the Tih
Century the Sailodbhavas became powerful in this district. but
after their decline towards the end of that century one of their
Eranches founded a kingdom in Java. which eventually becime a
powerful empire--the Sri-Vijaya cmpire of the Sailendras. The
Eastern Gangas, who hailed from Mysore. established themselves
round about modern Mukhalingam in Srikakulam district about
500 A.D.. and becoming masters of Ganjam region cventually
occupied the whole of Orissa about 1100 A.D. Thus we find that
the history of one single district merges with that of the history of
the State of Orissa. as well as of India. even commanding at
times an extra national importance. These significant features of
the history of Ganjam cannot properly be shown in the history of
Orissa or the history of India in general. During the medieval
period this district was dotted with a large number of feudal
states enjoying quasi-political independence and a short historical
description of each of these states is of great local interest. In
this respect the service rendered by the District Gazetteer is
invaluable. What is said about the district of Ganjam is more or
less applicable to other districts of Orissa, as well as of India.
Each region has its specific contribution to make to the growth
of Indian culture and Indian political organisation, and the
importance of the regional values cannot properly be assessed by
the general survey of the history of the entire country. Thus,
where the text books of history fail to assimilate events of local
interest the District Gazetteer comes forward to show their
importance by interpreting regional history and emphasising the
many-sided and multi-cultural trend of the Indian history. The
Gazetteer of India. which is now under compilation. has to
integrate as far as possible the units of history furnished by the
District Gazetteers. But it must be pointed out that history even
in its cumulative function is not an ensemble: it is a dvnamic
whole with an inherent order and continuity.

N. K. Sahu

* K%k "
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QGazetter literature in Kerala had its origin in the jater half
of the 19th Century. The Manual of the Malabar District compiled
and published by W. Logan in 1887 is the earliest work of its
kind pertaining to Keraw. In 1908 the Malabur District Gazetteer
by Innes and Evans was published in the revised series. The
publication of these books pertaining to British Malabar had its
impact in the erstwhile princely States of Travancore and Cochin.
In Travancore the Travancore State Manual was compiled by V.
Nagam Aiya in 1906 and in Cochin the Cochin State Manual by
C. Achutha Menon in 1911. Both the publications closely followed
the pattern set in the District Manuals and Gazetteers of British
India. While the Travancore State Manual was revised in 1940

by T. K. Velu Pillai. no such revision was effected in the case of
the Cochin State Mannal.

When the question of the revision of Gazetteers and bringing
them up-to-date engaged the attention of the Government of
India in the post-independence period, the Government of Kerala
accepted a scheme for the preparation of Gazetteers for the nine
districts of the State in accordance with the all-India pattern. The
work on the scheme started in July 1958 and it is expected that
the whole project would be completed by 1968-69. i.c.. long before
the end of the Fourth Plan period.

The Gazetteers, old and new, have been so planned as to
help the cause of historical studies and research in Kerala. The
Chapters on History in the old Gazetteers and Manuais of Kerala
bear the impress of sound scholarship and learning and they are
quoted with authority by scholars even today. Nevertheless, it
has been found necessary 1o revise and bring up-to-date the
historical portion in these old publications, keeping in view the
latest developments in regard to the administrative set-up, the
economic condition of the people as well as the social, religious
and cultural trends. Far-reaching changes have taken place in
Kerala since the Gazetteers or Manuals were last brought out, and
the new Gazetteers ought to reflect these changes. Archaeological
and antiauarian researches have also progressed in recent decades
and standard works on Kerala history have appeared, particularly
in the regional language. The revised Gazetteers have to take due
note of these new developments and utilise with profit whatever
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fresh information has come 1o light. In addi.tion to bringing the
Chapters factually up-to-date, certain changes in the basic approafh
1o the treatment of history have also been loupd 10 be essential
in the light of the new vaiues and ideals of life that have come
to the fc;re in our country in the wake of freedom.

The old Gazetteers and Manuals, monumema.xl Works‘ thou'g)}?
they are, cannot be said to have pre'scnleq lhe Vhlfl‘ory ((;T»Kjrdé
from an objective and impartia! point of view. The 'ﬁze éer(:
compiled® by the British administrators reﬂec{ted the d.len”‘m)
partisan spirit of the authors and they also k”,d.undlg.h.ltgss‘.\.r;
inconsequential things. which interested the average Briis (.:i\/l
cervant. At the same time in the State Munual:svclompllzd un f,:
royal patronage in the princely States there 15’ ahten enc(); O(f
olorify the locai dynasties and'exaggefr‘fue thf, agﬂxe\emen ,Th
;heil' fulers, even at the risk of sacrificing historical 1ruth..kk‘c
authors of the State Manuals were, as Sa.rdar. K. M. Pami “‘;r
has observed, “more prasasthi writers 1hu‘n h:storums‘zmd natur;]z y
their one interest was 10 bolster up false l;gends about 1'e1r
patrons™. The revised Gazetteers are 10 be tre; hfom‘\l'we ahe»n
spirit of the British civilians, who commicd thc D::s‘mcl (J'dlcllt:'e“'.\,
as well as from the parochial and royalist sptrit .ot l.he p‘ar‘legy‘m;ls,
who compiled the State Manuals. Another serious defect o.t the
old Gazetteers 18 that they hfave. rpl assessed the l"Olt}t] 91 01'11
historical personages with object_lvuy apd evaluated t enf rea
services to the country. Thus an impression was creuhled t}'m‘t t}'1e
Kunjali Marakkars —were pirate:s', the .I.Elluveeml Pillamar
treacherous assassins, Velu Tampt a seditious r(*:bel, and the
Pazhassi Raja a brigand. Naturally. the new (mzetteers‘are
expected o reassess the role of such personages and present them

in the true light of history.

The new (Gazettcers emphasise the factors of concord zlnq
harmony in our national life and thus serve .thc larger cause ot‘
national integration. The fascinating story of the co.nﬂuence of
cultures in Kerala deserves to be told with all the richness and
variety of its details in the new Gazelieers. Al'1 the grez.lt .wo'rld
relicions. such as Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism. Christianity,
Judaism and Islam have their place of honour in this story.
which perhaps goes back to a period prior to the beginning of
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the Christian era. 1t was Kerala’s gentus for cultural synthesis and
national integration that found its supreme expression in the
philosophy and work of the great Sankaracharya, even as caly as
te 6ih o 9th Century A.D. The land of Kerala, where churches.
temples, mosques and synagogues have existed side by side in
close proximity to one another from time immemorial. and
peoples of diverse religions and castes have lived in perfect amity
through ihe centuries provides even today several classic examples
of communal harmony and cultural synthesis. The new Gazetieers
highlight such facts of Kerala history and excite the curiosity of
the student of history and lead him on to further researches into
the unique social background, that has made the evolution of
such a composite life possible in this part of the country,

When all is said. it should be emphasised that the District
Gazetteers, by the very nature of their contents, can serve only
a limited purpose from the point of view ol the student of Kerala
history in so far these volumes are not meant as records of
general history pertaining o the State or country as a whole.
They highlight only local history. as distinet from State History
or Indian History, and can satisfy at best the curiosity of those.
who are primarily interested in the study of local life and events.
However, even within the framework of the limitations which
inevitably arise from the very nature ol the District Gazetteers
scheme itself, it may be claimed ihat an honest attempt has been
made to present in the new series of Kerala Gazetteers the history
of each District of this State in the general background of the
history of Kerala. In the first stage of the work the District
Gazetteers of Trivandrum, Trichur and Kozhikode were taken up
for compilation as these three Districts represent the erstwhile
adminis(rative units of Travancore, Cochin and British Malabar
that comprise the modern State of Kerala. The stream of Kerala
history takes its source mainly from the three regional water-sheds
referred to above. and the District Gazetteers of Trivandrum.
Trichur and Kozhikode must have served to present to the general
reader at a very early stage of the work a broad outline of the
history of Kerala. In the compilation of these volumes the old
Gazetteers and Manuals have, of course, been made use of, but
in bringing the story up-to-date, the later works published in the
field. embodying the results of the more recent historical vesearch,
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have also been used. Mention may. however, be made in this
connection of the fact that a scheme for the compilation of the
Kerala State Gazetteer. as distinct from the District Guzetteerst
has been provisionally included in the Fourth Five Yeau‘.Plun ol
the State. It may be hoped that the general history ol Kerala
would be treated in a fairly detailed manner in this volume and
that. together with the Disirict Gazetteers already publishcq aqd
vet to be published. the proposed State Gazetieer would fill in
the existing gap and make a uscful contribution to the study of
the history of Kerala.

A. Srcedhara Menon



IMPORTANCE AND UTILITY OF GAZETTEER

A newera of far-reaching consequence has dawned in India.
The democratic set-up has brought about among the people a
wide awareness and has stimulated aspirations and urges of an
unprecedented kind.  Social values have undergone a tremendous
change. The functions of the State are no longer confined to a
limited range of subjects. Fresh possibilities of development,
touching various aspects of life, have opened up. All these
changes all over the country have to be explained in their correct
perspective and interpreted properly so that the people’s co-
operation in the task of building up a nation may be forthcoming.
It is in this context that the re-oriented Gazetteers of the
districts, of the States of the Union, and of the country as a
whole play a prominent part.

Since the first appearance of Gazetteers in Europe over two
centuries ago, the conception and scope, the lines of treatment
and presentation of the material have changed radically. In the
past, in India at least, the Gazetteers were intended chiefly to meet
the requirements of the colonial administration. It was natural that
the British administrators lacked a sense of responsibility to the
people. The following observation of Sir William Hunier, who
held a pre-eminent position in working out the plan for the
publicat’on of Gazetteers in the later part of the last century and
who set the model {or later publications as well, is revealing: —

“My conception of the work is that in return for a couple
of days’ reading. the account should give a new Collector a
comprehensive and at the same time a distinct idea of the
district, he had been sent to administer.”

It is noteworthy that even in those early days, the District
Gazetteers were designed on more or less a common pattern.
They f{urnished a topographical survey in general, as also
departmental statistical accounts, and described contemporary
administrative arrangements and governmental problems faced
in the past. They had a directory of principal places. There
was, of course, an over-emphasis on the differences between the
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communities, castes and tribes. their mutual wrangles and
cleavages, and the quaintness of their customs, rituals, beliefs‘
and superstitions, without at the same time giving a picture of
their rich cultural heritage.

To what extent these District Gazetteers were relied on as
standard works of high importance is illustrated by the glowing
tribute paid to them by no less a person than Lord Curzon.
In one of his minutes, he remarked: “During my recent tour,
I have. over and over again in reply to an inquiry, had the
district volumes thrust into my hand and found all that I wanted
to know excellently told. The volume accompanies t.he District
Officer in camp or lies on his office table and its .C(?ndltion sho_ws
how constantly it is referred to. It would be difficult to praise
too highly some of these productions. Many of.thf:r.n are full
of information regarding the customs and peculiarities of the
people of the district, its history, its tenures and' 50 forth‘, a
knowledge of which is simply invaluable to the District Officer

M ’”
and especially to a newcomer.

The British compilers, many of whom were very ergdite
civilians, possessed a splendid spirit of en'qylry.'and some of the
volumes they have produced are of abldl_ng interest anq help
us to know in some measure the prevailing conditions in the
country at that time. As pioneering efforts, thc?se wqus ?re
indeed laudable. Whatever might be their seleclnqns of topics,
interpretations and emphasis, we cannot but be impressed by
the formidable array of facts and figures they assembled aqd
the pains they took and the ’imelligcnce ‘they‘ displayed in
analysing and sifting the matengl. Bj Lewis Rice, who was
devoted to antiquarian studies in this part of lhe country,
laboured for long years to produce the volumes to.r lh? .old
Mysore State and Coorg. His work was extolled by Sir William
Hunter “as better than anything he himself had been able to do
even for Bengal” A few decades Ilater, these.vollilmes were
largely re-written and expanded under the direction of C.
Hayavadana Rao, a versatile scholar of repute.

Besides the administrative details, which were, of course,
liable to change, even the materials relating to natural resources
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and past historice! events embodied in the old Gazetteers have
now become antiquated. This is so because numerous facts

pertaining thereto have since been brought to light by the labours
of many savants and investigators.

Now, the radically changed circumstances in the country
have necessitated an almost complete re-writing of the Gazelteers.
There i1s a widespread interest among the people of the country

to know what is what. Many old records, documents and

publications such as memoirs. histories, travelogues and the like
are not easily available w0 the public. For the recent years
there is quite a large number of reports of State activities and
social service organisations and a mass of publicity and other
literature, reviews and periodicals, acts, regulations and rules.
There are standard publications by specialists in different fields.
From all these diverse and scattered sources, relevant mformation
has to be collected for the Gazetteers and critically examined
and supplemented by on-the-spot investigations and by personal
discussions with persons in the know of things. New social and
economic developments ushered in by the successive Plang have
to be dealt with and the final draft evaluated by eminent experts.

The treatment, which has to be objective and without fosing
sight of the national interests, should not be very academic. A
practical approach has to be brought to bear upon the subject.
The presentation has to be in a digested form and in an
intelligible style. The District volumes have to be self-sufficient
mines ol information unobtainable elsewhere under one cover,
giving an authentic, rounded and complete picture of the District.

National and State Gazetteers are in a category considerably
different from that of District Gazetteers. A National Gazetteer
takes in ns stride the whole country and would give a broad
outline and leave out very many matters of local importance,
which have, in their turn, contributed to the richness of the
nation as a whole. Their treatment of the material would be
general and of an extensive kind, while that of the District
Gazetteers would be intensive. It may be noted that reference
books for the whole of India or for the States are available both
tor the general and specialist purposes. But that is not the case
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in relation to the Districts. This want all the more heightens
the utility of the District Gazettecrs.

in the administrative organisation and £Cconomic lit'g of the
country, the special position of thfz District cannot be 1gnore@.
It is a sizeable unit, which 1s neither too sn.m‘ll, nor 190 big.
In the course of many decades. the people residing 1here'|r? ha\’g
developed a sense of bclonging ther‘elo an'd also a tradmo‘n of
collective effort. In the execution of the vital Pl:}n schemes. the
role of the district units. which are over 300 in the country.
cannot be over-stressed. There is a crying necdi to give th;
people living therein a vivid over'all“account in Tespegl oty
natural resources. the socio-cconomic lite, and the 5lupcndo‘us
efforts that are being made by the .Stalcs gnd the Centre 'tor
promoting at a fast pace their material. social and moral well-

being.

The District volumes have to give pro‘minence, inter a[i.ui
(0 a study of local industries, arts and crafts, urbun'anq r.ura‘
markets, recreational activities. cultural centres apd the msl‘uuuoqs‘
that have grown up around them and the sog‘lal‘ qndv e;?nomu‘
developments peculiar to the area. Many a 'lrlmt,. 1E $0 ‘appelzf
that the personnel of a department or a.socml or an ewnorll: ¢
oreanisation may not know what. is being doqe by tl?e ot elj
de;)arlmenls or institutions in the district. The Dlstrlit Gazetvteehrs
would be helpful in removing these lacunae.‘ Because oi~ the
almost unitorm arrangement and treatment of the coqlenls {or
all the districts, any reader can get what he wants from any
District volume without difficulty.

The reorganisation of the Sl.ales has further increas.e.d .th?
need and importance of the District Gazetteers because dlslf'lClsl
which were relatively less known to one another, have now u)r;]\;
logether.  Mysore is one of such Sqlutes, mos} affected b)f the
large-scale realignment of the State s boundaucs‘.. Herg..f{reaé
which formerly belonged to five different political divisions,
namely, Mysore, Bombay, Madras, Hydembad and Cooiri
were brought together. In the‘c.ourse of 'long years, they ha
developed divergent links, tradmo.ns and institutions and were
in various stages of socio-economic development and had also
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experienced different vicissitudes in the recent historical past,
although they belonged to a common linguistic and an over all
cultural unit and had to a large extent common historical
associations from time immemorial.

This position inevitably brought in its wake problems,
administrative, educational, legal and developmental. Formerly,
the people of these various component parts did not know much
of the affairs and problems of the districts of the other parts.
Administrative, social, economic and. (o a cerlain extent. cultural
conventions and allegiances had to be reconciled and welded
into a single whole. The lack of mutual knowledge of the past
and present has 1o be met to a large extent by the District
Gazetteers, which have also 1o help in the emotional integration
of the people. The administrators and the general readers need
to know the past and the present condition of the districts of
these various component parts. Tracing the evolution or
background of different activities would also help to throw light
on the present circumstances. For correctly assessing the
present, an accurate knowledge of the past 0o is essential. Some
of the districts had been centres of political activity for large
tracts and were seats of Government or were scenes of social or
religious movements of extensive implications. These features
have got to be borne in mind.

The medium of the Gazetteers has been hitherto English,
which is known by a relatively small number of people. In a
Welfare State, it would be advaniageous 1o publish the District
Garzetteers in the people’s language also, so that they could be
accessible to the largest number. Having regard to the heavy
cost of production, a beginning could be made with reasonably
abridged editions in the regional media.

The task connected with the District Gazetteers bristles with
complexities and is of great magnitude. It calls for not only
scholarship but also resourcefulness of a high order and prompt
co-operation from many quarters. These assured in adequate
measure, the District volumes would indeed yield a handsome
reward (o the State and to the Society.

B. N. Sri Sathyan

* &k sk *
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There is no word in Bengali exactly correspondmgl‘t(t) the
English word ‘Gazetteer’. It is doubt.ful whethlerh Be?fg:t}etce;:is
like tathva-panjee ov pm‘ic'/u{yiku. ‘Wthh eire rather Udder thé
convey the correct —meaning of a Gazetteder. 'th(?m e
circumstances, this alien word.may be borrowe wi out hesita
tion and used as such to help its adequate e?(ngSSI[O? o alrgad);
Incidentally, it may be stated that tllle.word azety e th:r e
passed int(') common use in Bengali like S0 r}l}lan}'ﬁ) rer English
words. The news-monger, who‘move's in t ? wt aie x in 2
particular locality to collect mtorma‘tlon 50 as ”0 e able 10
disseminate it later amongst the'gulllbI?.‘l‘slusu'a ynderstan(“ng
Beneali as a ‘Gazette’ and there is no dlllhc.u ty in u erstanding
its hmeaning in Bengali. 1t we con%mue to usener oo
‘Gazetteer’ in Bengali speech, a tlme' will C(')lme. sd()(;Stand L d
when the Bengali speaking people .w111 rea(}x yhur;‘ife fand that 2
Gazetteer is a kind of book in which all worthw

about a particular region is marshalled.

a

According to some indologists. the Vavu Purana and th:
Brihat Srm:!u;a of Varahamihira are the oldz'est .Galzett;zf: Vtv\;pr;
literature in this country. Ages gtter th.ese ancien ‘

T n who became very famous in the ﬁglq of Gazetteer
?;ile'T',tEZTx n(qif:(rinv the British rule was Sir‘ William Hunter.
ning in vi w t;e oreat success he had achieved, Dr. Jadun.ath
Qeping myffbul Faz:i the author of the tamous Ain-i-Akbari as
Smkar' 0?115 Hunter of‘ the Mughal period. The Vayu Puranua the
?’i/zll;?/?zqhiru or the Ain-i-Akbari cannot be accepted today as‘

. in the proper sense of the term though these texts
e e similar to that of a modern Gazetteer in certain
respects Irr)la;;irtr,] the work of preparation of a Ga.zelteer was first
Lkrn u. in India in 1806 when Buchanan Hamlltqn started an
:itinsivg collection of materia?s in the easte;rn ;eilotnl_c;i h;td(:i
For six long years his fact-finding w.qu continue ubl'v;r?jl 1,;
very unfortunately. died before anytmng could bedpu }1{5 e”,I In
1836. Monatgomery Martin was uppomt.ed to e'1} ‘dn;i‘( :15
manuscript. Under the latters editorship Bu.cha.n(zn?,s ,amm
India was published in ceveral vo!ume:s‘. ThIS.m.[ldl attf:mpt
met with further success after the publication in 1858 of the

followed a

English translation of the talk in Bengali broadcast on July 8, 1965
from A.LR.. Calcutta.
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Gazetteer complied by Thornton, The series to follow was *The
Central Provinces Gazetteers' issued in 1867. These were also
of an exploratory nature but during these vears the work of
cditing Gazetteers became more systematized and as such this
fatest series may  be regarded as the  precursor of  similar
publicutions brought forth in succeeding  years.

The vear 1258 was significant

momany ways during the
Srivish rule.

Immediately after the Groyt Revolt of 1857, the
aaministraiion of the couniry was
India Company o the British Crown,
of colonial rale that alien suprema
strenginened if the land governed is well-known to the adminis-
trators on the spot.  With this end in view Sir William Hunter
was commissioned i 1869 to edit a new series of  District
Gazetteers and his work-—Statistical Accounts of Bengal-—publish-
ed in 1875 is recognised even today as an outstanding contribution
towards Gazetteer literature in India. )

transferved from the East
It is an accepted principle
¢y over a forcign country is

It was at the time of Lord Curzon. some years later, that
the British bureaucracy in India took some interest in Indian
culture and L. S. S. O'Malley, a very successful officer of the
Indian Civil Service. was entrusted with the task of editing a
new series of Gazetteers relating to the districts in Bengal. East
Bengal and Assam. The Shahabad District Gazetteer, published
in 1906. was the first and the Faridpur District Gazetteer,
published in 1925, was the last in this series. These authoritative
works, which were the result of twenty years of continuous
labour, are universally accepted as standard reference books
regarding the districts which they cover.

In Indian history. the year 1947 may also be regarded as
very important. Not only that the borders of many districts
were then altered as a result of the partition of the country but
also because social and administrative changes of far-reaching
consequences took place in the post-Independence days. In this
new context of things, the one-time valuable Gazetteers of
O'Malley  became outdated to some extent. A series of
‘Handbooks®, based on the 1951 Census. was published in the
following years but these did not meet the tequirements of the
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chaneed situation. During the per‘io.d'from 193‘5 t(\) 1?_519 }hf:
Gov&nment of India took the initiative and, m» const; tatl:))n
with the various State Governments, ad.opled‘a nal-lon-\;YlDe. i)l(t
aramme for the compilation of ‘z.m .enllrt‘ei{m:elsh Is‘etwl dg];(riead
Ga: ers covering each single dstrict o a. as de

f;:ie::‘iv%;::t:; Gazetteers Unit wou]d. publis:h four ;;lr?pqre,ljreifi
sive volumes. more or less on the lines of Ihe) OH( . n.ypvar;‘d
Gazetteer. dealing with the Coumry‘u.nq People, . is (?ft)r.mon
Culture. Economic Structure and Activities, :1.1151‘\‘Aunfmlj i;n 4
and Public Welfare of iie whole couniry \mimg:,ine‘ )d. ol
Units would be to preparc un up-to-cate series ¢

Cloytan Sl : ey
the State tine to each single district within their respective
ating ach sing

Gazeltecrs el
jurisdictions.

As resards the list of subjects to be incl.uded’m th; fzvnscg
Disericl Guzetteers it wouiq suffice to men‘tl‘on_tmahtismim ?rsdm
hroad geoweraphical description of the d1str1<.]t,11 S Countyof o
ancient times to the present day anq a complele ac e tion
\ ne it, other subjects like qgnculturc an 1r'r1,cd.1
commerce and " industries, g‘ommunicallons- gznif‘dl losjlmlszlltb”
tration. revenue udminis\rat@ﬂ.' - and"llokr» e;ie'ill witl; in
sovernment, health and sanitation. c?tc. \MO’N(; . 4 L
;hese Gazetteers as they };/ler;edo?ga:n t\S}fereas diney O’Mal.ley‘s
poteworthy t}dlﬁ;riesrt]gfy c\)\;l a district had been traced, inA most
GaZCttf;e(r;n t]}?e pre-British period, in the new Gazetteers it will
;isefémrpned from very ancient times. nreferlabI{ lfr::mG:‘f;an:;
historic period. if materials are available. The ld ;:. zetteers
ill also contain a history of the free.dom struggle ’or e ; p

e from the British rule. Inclusion of adequate materials
;]e(i:tin;O‘to the culture and heritage of a ‘%‘Sff“d W‘l” alst(:s b:iﬁ
novel feature. Cottage industries and artlétllc rura tjm" > it
also be covered. Accounts .01 old .newsparpersk,) d<? M,d, oISO
institutions. cultural organisations. soc.‘lal wglfflre 0 "]res as hz%

of renowned families in the district will be 1nclqded. ?rjd‘av?
been sienificant additions to our knowledgg in 1‘he‘ m,b‘h(?
economils, politics, history. anthropology, social scxcnses, a;x b\
tecture, etc. since the days of O‘Malle‘y a'nd. all these will be
pooled while drafting the new series of District Gazetteers. ln_
short, every attempt will be made to make the present series of

people inhabiti
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West Bengal District Gazetteers as informative and reliable as
possible.

The Gazetteer's work in West Bengal started a few years
ago and one volume, covering the West Dinajpur district. has
since been published. The manuscript relating to Malda will be
in the press very soon. It should be mentioned that there is an
Advisory Committee at the State level consisting of renowned
scholars, which examines and approves the drafts after they
have been vetted by the Central Gazetteers Unit.  This double
scrutiny takes a little time no doubt but it certainly improves the
quality of the manuscripts. So long the Census Superintendent
in West Bengal used to be the State Editor of District Gazetteers
—an arrangement which was not conducive to expeditious work.
This has now been changed and a whole-time Editor has been
appointed since August. 1964 to deal with Gazetteer s work
exclusively. According to the larget laid down by the Ministry
of Education, Government ol India, the work relating to the
publication of the new series of District Gazetteers would be
completed. all over India. by March, 1971. It is hoped that the
work in West Bengal will be finished by the prescribed date.

There is no Gazetteer of Calcutta. The present scheme
envisages that a Gazetteer of Calcutta would be compiled in two
volumes. Besides these, there will be one volume of Gazetteer
for each district of West Bengal. thus making a total of 17
volumes for this State.

The Gazetteers now under preparation will be in English
so that not only the people of other States in India but also
foreigners can consult them. Although no decision has yet been
taken in this behalf, it is possible to have the series translated
into the regional language should the Government of India
anprove of such a scheme. If this happens, it will certainly

help in unfolding this great store-house of knowledge to those
who do not know English.

A. K. Banerji

x * k% *
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The need for the preparation of a chronicl'e in  which
complete information about a district would be incorporated.
received the attention of the Government as .far back as 1803.
when the Board of Directors of the East Ind1a Company asked
its officers to supply information on the bas¥s of whlc_h it 9«)uld
prepare a history of its possessions in India. But it was not
till 1872 that the actual preparation of what was then called lhg
Imperial Gazetteer of India was undertaken by thg G.overnmeltut of
India. The compilation of a Gazetteer for each dlSll’l.C[ was taken
in hand and the publication was spread over a p;rlod of about
ten years commencing from 1874‘. An alphabetical Gazettf:c‘:r
in two volumes for the whole province of Avadh {Oudh), which
came (o be known as the Gazetteer of the Province of Oudh,
was also issued. A revision of these Gazette.ers' was undertaken
in 1901, when a separate volume for ealch district was prepared.,
the alphabetical arrangement being given up. ‘Supplemer‘nary
volumes were published in 1915, 1926 and .1934 after the Census
operations of 1911, 1921 and 1931 respectlv'el'y but they r.'ner-e‘ly‘
brought up-to-date the statistical data pertaining to the districts

concerned.

The District Gazetteer is a factual account, .sur.)ported bv
figures and other data, of the lifclstory of the.dlstnct am;( 11?
people from the earliest times. If is a compendmm or boo 0
reference and a mine of information covering a \{ast com'paSS in
the small space of a few hundr.ed pages and omits nothing th'at
is of vital significance or lasu.ng importance. - It' presents an
authentic and comprehensive picture of thp district. Sor'nVe of
the main topics it deals with are .the physwal feqtures. 12115[(,“)8
people, agriculture and irrigation, industries, baqkln%, trade arTl
commerce. communications, law, order qnd justice, _ genera
administration, education and culture, medical and public hca.lt‘h
services. etc. It also gives a brief acclount of tbose places Wh‘l'(jh
are of historical, industrial, archaeological, scenic or olher. s!veuf\!
interest. It also includes r;levant tables (.)n' such Subjfx?s )S
area. population. rainfall, irricated and pon-lrrlgatedvf\re:}s.slrl‘e{.;%
under principal crops, livestock population, lzig(l rewnug.‘ 1. U]".K.
receipts and expenditure, literacy and education, and has lists

Englixh‘lranslmion of the talk in Hindi on April 5. 1965 from A.LR..

Lucknow.
54 M of Edu./63
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of fairs, circuit and inspection houses
offices. a small-scale map of the district showing certain relevant
features which find mention in the text, some photographs, a

bibliography mentioning sources used or referred to, some graphs
and an index.

. dak bungalows and post-

The Government has undertaken the re-writing rather than
the mere revision of the Gazetleers because the earlier ones were
brought out over 50 years ago and the period since then has seen
a number of significant changes, the circumstances of life as
well as social and other values having changed considerably.
The presentation of the account is now in terms of a synthesis
of the larger context of life as it obtains today.

The Gazetteer of the district is of great importance as it is
the key which opens the door 1o future historians and specialists
SO as to enable them 1o lay hold of relevant clues for developing
various  theses regarding the district. Thus, though not an
excursus into any specialised feature or the result of research,
it can form the basis of valuable research.
practical help to the administrator and the sc
the general public and is useful not merely
today but for all people for all time, whether

It is not only of
holar but also to
for the reader of
Indian or foreign.

Tts value also lies in its being non-controversial. unbiased
and objective. Tt should never become a forum for the expression
of the ideology of any individual, however great or learned, or

the arena where the battles, however laudable, of historians or
specialists are lost and won.

A single Gazetteer is a co-ordinated and self-contained unit,
but it has uniformity of content, standard and form vis-g-vis the
rest of the District Gazetteers being re-written in the country.
At the same time it provides for variations to its own special
needs and local colour. Thus all the District Gazetteers of the
country will make a valuable series, which will serve as a
harmonising factor by increasing *one’s knowledge of the different
parts of the country and the people, which will lead to the
engendering of sympathy, tolerance, and a greater understanding
of one another. By stressing the fundamental unity underlying
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. e one

the differences, that exists from dxsm'ct lto dtxs.ttr)mtt. )1: “zvxirlllyhave
i as a whole, a vital contributic il |

ate or in the country as a w ne
f)ledeln made to political unity, cultural oneness and mnatio

integration.

E. B. Joshi

*
ok ok
*

i a G ¢ means a geographical di.cuonary. In
L.l_teﬁi]zejerorhz:t;inotation of the term h_yas yvx.d-efle.d SO a;
praf:tlce ("ally every aspect of a country’s cn'v1llsdt10n an
to include Pe lCthere could be a Gazetteer covering the entire
e ail(h of a country there could also b.e a Gazetteer
e o b::a of, namely a province or a distrlg. Thg first
for a part there re’paraﬁon of such a Gazetteer, with pZ'lI'tICUAI:;,I'
e e 1o ; pformer Bombay Presidency, was made in }8 .
e t}f Government asked the Revenue.Commlssmner
- that'yeéf e 1l the Collectors, as part of their next 'anr.lual
o trt‘orl? szi available information regarding Fhexr dlSFI‘ICtS.
repprt, e u'neclude observations on every point from which a
s tOfl the actual conditions of the country could be
knt(;‘wle((iigc I({)owever such reports were received from a few
gathered. .

districts only.

. i azetteers was again taken

.The quesuﬁnnOihsrespei?ergr;hi)fGState for Indifl gsked the

up in 186 . erm::nt to take steps for the compilation of a
comoay Gofvetr}?e Presidency on the model of. the Gazetteer
Gazetteer © ing that year for the Central Prov1.nces. ' A com-
prgpared during for the purpose which submitted its report
mittee was set 1;{:1 contents of the Gazetleer vollumes.. The
on the nature ta have 16 Chapters. It would be interesting 1o
Gazetteer w;ls Szme pattern has been adopted for the revised
note thatf the old Gazetteers, with only a few changqs h'ere and
editon 2 ;ombay Presidency then comprised 18 districts and
there. 'Thztates The compilation of the volumes Was.entrusted
S M. Campbell of the Bombay Civil Service, who
to James d .his work in 1874. The series were completed in
igg:lmm}l?}fe entire work of publication, however, of these volumes
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was spread over a period of 27 years. that is, between 1877 and
1904. These Gazetleers covered 33 volumes and ran into 17.800
pages.  The Gazetteers included not only
physical and natural features of a region
narrative of the social, political. economic and cultural life of
the people living in that region.  Some of the volumes were of a
general nature and not confined to the limits of a particular
district, such as (1) History of Gujarath, (2) History of Konkan.
Dekhan and Southern Maratha country, (3) Population of
Gujarath and (4) Botany.

a description of the
but also a  broad

With the advent of Independence and integration of States.
the administrative boundaries underwent a change and so also
the district boundaries. These changes had to be incorporated
in the new edition of the Gazetteers. The old Gazetteers
compiled over 90 years ago had become outdated. This
necessitated the revision of the entire series so as to bring out
a new and revised series of Gazetteers. The then Government of
Bombay entrusted the work of revision o an Editorial Board
specially created for this purpose in 1949,

In the nature of things. after a lapse of over 90 years after
their publication, most of the statistical information contained
i the old Gazetteers had become out-of-date and had to be
brought up-to-date. In the new edition of the Gazetteers an
attempt has been made to give an idea of the latest develop-
ments, whether in regard (o the administrative structure or the
economic set-up or in regard (o social, religious and cultural
trends. There are portions in the old Gazetteers bearing on
archaeology and history, which have the impress of profound
scholarship and learning. Their worth has not diminished by
the mere passage of time. The same have been restated with
slight modifications resulting from later investigations and new
archaeological discoveries by scholars. An attempt has been
made to incorporate in this edition the results of such research.
The revision of old volumes has in fact meant the re-writing of
most of the Chapters and Sections. The statistical and other
information required for the purpose is obtained from the re'evant
departments of Government and through field research conducted
by the staff of the Gazetteers Department.  Articles on certain
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i ical fe: 5, fauna etc.,
specialised subjects such as history, ph}:Slcal lédlgris(;];:Su o el
are obtained from competent and weil-known sc
respective fields.

In this dynamic world. circumstances and facts of life chgng;
and so do national requirements and soualyalu& )t !
‘ » e 1a ¢ ther coun-
igni “hanges h: aken place in India as in o
significant changes have ta as i Soun
\r;es durine the last half a century, and more so after the dd‘ "
of blndeper;dence in 1947. The general scheme and contents ;]
, 1 av ad: the
this revised series of the Gazetteers have been ‘Lcllapled to e
» » A it is inevit some shi

f altered ¢ tions. There 1s inevitably .
needs of the altered condi . is inevitat . o
in emphasis in the presentation and interpretation of certa

a’

phenomena.

An important addition to the district volume in this ed:it;.o?
‘ 5 i ¢ ich

is the Directory of Villages and Towns given at the end, w
contains. d form useful information about every

contains in @ Lab LIS The Gazetteer also includes

1 in the district.
vilage and town in the d , ettet
the aistl'ict map, which is fairly large and up-to-date.

is i series: - —
The revised Gazetteers are published in two serie

ies— This comprises volumes on subjects

Whic(hl )cSnenbeerstl b:etrrl:ated for the State as a whole 3ndthr;ot “f,:)lli

ller area of a district. ~As at present planne 3 dy vl

e Sm'a 1) Physical Features, (2) Fauna. (3) People and their

- W”h4(‘ ;ﬁstgry (5) Language and Literature, (6) Bo‘.;my.zmd‘

(C7l:lllfLrL?£>l:c’Admini;tration. Of these, .lhe ﬁrsththreeyz 15::;; (:)rt]
the Botany volume have been publlshed.' T e Vo mes

i o P d and that on Maratha Period of the History

AnCleml li;;(;me are in the press. The rest of the General

gzllf;?es are in various stages of compilation.

(2) The District Series—This contains anf: vo!uTne 1(226‘:1&;2

distri;t of the State of Maharashtra. The in o'rm;u(}:n Tab]e n
lumes will follow the same pattern an t e-‘ ‘
i:)lnll::tsv:/ill more or less be the same for all the districts.

P. Setu Madhava Rao

dkk *
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The term “Gazelteer”

(vivrct;(onarly. In view, h(e)r\ve\izfr:dn;'o?hliia lgf:Ographical index or
orks of literary natyre - X T long associali .
their Ct‘mpilalioi n;}!]leurc and the difference in the (:t;;:Zr(lw;w:\rtl
connotation. For‘ tl Jaselieers have acquired a  different
understand. vividly 1(‘3) EﬂZCtlcerS. us we have now  come to
people of the dislripclr,rfly‘}he various aspects of the life of the
An attempt at such 4 COSOUQL_POIIUCM. economic and cultural
(}J)iﬂ“erenl districts, w;s ﬁrrI:Flldrltiggt Sja“c'd tsteal Accounts for’

residency in . ¢ i the former

Revenue yComn:iié:ig(;n fhe Gove.mmem of Bombay ZlSE:dm‘:EZ
fullest available faformq . (oA from all the Collectors the
their next anmaol remdtlon about the districts while submittine
lectors, who were COn:lorl. The Collectors and Assistant CofT
within their jurisdictio antly on the move and touring intensively
to gather intimate kn n"l o very wide seope and opportunity
observe the trends o?w sdee and information about the people
and defects, it an ir;ro}%ress o ‘relrogression, trace the evils’
appropriate meu%ureys’ n the existing institutions and suggest
the Collectors héd th . remove.(hem‘ Being men on the ShPOI
of judging the eﬂ'ectse opportunity, which no other officer had
character of (he o lot l?e British rule on the condition an(i
information aboyf lhr:: €. hey were Fherefore asked to collect
condition, clothim an; dpeop_le of their district—their housing
crafts. mode of Tr"m iet, implements of husbandry and olhe?
also required 1o nt;ft‘SW}:L tent 1o Sucation. ctc. They were
institutions had servfl e iy aehich the existing village
could be utilised for s their original purpose and how far they
© be levied for 1Oczlsell-govcrnmenl in the field of local taxation
ly collected for ol Ptf{rpose$. -All this information was initial-
Bombay, 25 thor Vi'a wve districts of the then Presidency of
October 1867 1o Secr;' no r‘esponse‘ from other districts. In
steps should be ta o fdry of Smte. Iolr India issued orders that
Bombay Presiden. Oor. t'he compilation of a Gazetteer of the
scheme. of Gazette?y 'PmIOUS of Fesponsible officials about the
entrusted 10 Jame, ?wwerfi called for and the work was finally
He commenced work - Campbell of the Bombay Civil Service.
the actual Publicationm (>]f87l‘:1eand Cf)mpleled It n 884 But
Gazetteers was spread over a long\a;leorliﬁd ;?ll;gle;e;rf; blz(li::m

2 en

Talk broadcast on May 28, 1965 from A.I.R.. Ahmedabad
-ILR., Ahmedaba
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1877 and 1904. Similar attempts were made in other parts of
giving rise to two different modes of com-
pilation, one known as the Bombay tradition of the Campbell
School and the other as the Bengal tradition. Campbell kept
the administrator’s view in the forefront. The Gazetteers pre-
pared by him and his school of thinkers gave detailed and
exhaustive information on all matters, running into thousands
of printed pages, whereas the Bengal School kept the general
reader in view and therefore the Gazetteers of Bengal were
comparatively smaller in size. The old District Gazetteers ot
the Bombay Presidency were thus designed to give a complete
picture of the District to men who were entirely strangers to
India and its people. but who as members of the ruling race
carried on their shoulders the responsibility for conducting its

administration.

the country also.

The Gazetteers published for Bombay had 27 volumes,
some split up into two or three parts. They included some of
the volumes of a general nature as well as those dealing with
history and people. The volume devoted to the population of

Gujarat 15 in two parts, one describing Hindus and the other
districts, Surat and

Musalmans and Parsis. Among Gujarat
Broach and Kaira and Panchmahals were combined in one

Baroda State had its own Gazetteers while the
prising Peninsular Gujarat, formed part of
There were separate volumes also for

volume each.
rest of the area com
Kathiawar Gazetteers.
some of the Political Agencies.

Prior to the compilation of Gazelteers. there were very few
authentic sources of information either about the history or
about the social, religious,.economic or cultural conditions pre-
valent in the various parts of the country. The only information,
which was then available, was the accounts of the foreign tra-
vellers and visitors, and some of the writings locally compiled.
Viewed against this background, the Gazetteers provided a com-
prehensive compendium of authentic information on various as-

pects of the life of the people of this land.

which were compiled over 90 years

The old Gazetteers,
rely out of print. The

ago, had long become scarce and enti
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pages of some of those Gazetteers ic

in Governm . g 5.(Whmh were rarely avail:
up and had become.gor, o i rs) had e C”?"l:; i
a problem for the read dC, ¢d with the passage of time. posing
them. These volume;l s:)n?:mli(;gh(;:v 126 should e and handle
of great v: . ) as they did useful inf .
up the task of rev;‘srinlond;r?gndb?get eretore. decided 1o take
programme of revicion . inging them up-to-date. T
but also thct ;;Vlzlr(?fl] LOV¢red not only the Disrt)rict Gazelle:ri
Volumes'. A corf)l'erl;ncerifl?lt;ers’ Jrown as Indian Empire
as well as . ersons interested in  this 3
Wi Convenlf(i)rfnse?;gvfs of the Central and State Governn:ve(?lrtl;:
of both these types of gdraw up a general scheme of revision
on a uniform pat 'azeltc.:ers, Central as well as the State
may be deemed neecr:s’~ allowing for such local variations as.
A detailed plan for }iary under the changing circumstances.
made and adopted b Ihe revision of these volumes was then
As quite 4 number yfl e various States and Union Territories.
needs of new trendsh. r(ljew ltems had to be added to meet the
since the Guzor and ideas, that had come to the forefront
was nothing short o? were fast compiled, the work of revision
terised by the alion re-writing. The old Gazetteers were charac-
consciously expressa spirit of the yvriters consciously or un-
laid stress o hie lrrll'wew of their principal objective, which
Servants. It was tie Wf ich were of interest to the British Civil
teers 1o be revised S’}f Oie specifically Jaid down that the Gazet-
and authentic prese ,Olfd be confined entirely to an objective
bias and controvers P of facts, avoiding any account of
edition. while aiminy. It was a'lso laid down that the revised
in the old. should fjt preservmg.what is useful and reliable
of the latcst. duwslo ndeavour to give a comprehensive picture
search by feSlating( i’:;:gwf,y ‘recent ﬁI'ldS, investigations and re-
new discoveries and sciem?f:czs algvat;rclzf them in line with the

While such an arr
Gazettons Orlichunar? lla{rmpgemeqt for the revision of District
e o Govera -India basis was under consideration by
Bombay mad o r(;men't and the States, the Government of
Garetis S lda y laken.a decision in 1949 that the old
u be revised and published. After the
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bifurcation of the composite Bombay State and creation of the
separate State of Gujarat from May 1, 1960. the preparation of
revised Gazetteers of districts has also been undertaken by the
Government of Gujarat. An Advisory Board has been con-
stituted and the services of experts and scholars in certain spe-
cialised fields requisitioned for the purpose.

Prior to 1947 the units now forming part of Gujarat State
were known as Ahmedabad, Kaira, Panchmahals, Surat and
Broach districts of the former Province of Bombay, the former
Gujarat States Agency. the Sabarkantha Agency. the Indian
States of Baroda, Idar, Radhanpur, Vijaynagar, Palanpur and
Dantia except Abu Road taluka, the States of Kathiawar and
Kutch included in the Western Indian States Agency and the
former Dangs State. As a result of integration, enlargement
of the former districts and formation of new ones, while the
former British districts have considerably outgrown their ori-
ginal territorial fimits, quite a number of them have come into
existence for the first time. S0 far as Gujarat is concerned the
object is therefore not to revise but to re-write the Gazetteers

of the districts.

and contents of this revised series may
be referred to in brief. They have been so devised as to meet
the needs of the present times by laying proper emphasis on
the presentation and interpretation of certain important pheno-
mena and events, which have had profound influence on the
life of the people of this land. The former weightage which
was given to castes and communities and the emphasis on reli-
gious differences aiming at accentuating the fissiparous tenden-
cies among the people have no place under a Welfare State,
whose sole objective 1s tO view things against a broad national
background. Race. caste and creed, which had significance in
the past have no relevance in a socialistic pattern of society.

The general scheme

{ Gazetteers will be published in two series, namely:
d (ii) the District Series. The General
bjects which can best be
he smaller area

Gujara
(i) the General Series an
Series will comprise volumes on su
treated for the State as a whole and not for t

of a district. The revised District Gazetteer is divided into
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five parts, distributed into 19 Chapters dealing with such sub-
jects as physical features, natural resources, history, people and
their culture, economic organisation in all its varied branches
including agriculture, animal husbandry, industries, finance,
trade, transport and communications, public administration, so-
cial services, and places of interest. It also includes a Directory
of Villages and Towns in a tabulated form, giving useful infor-
mation about every village and town in the district.

All this information which the revised Gazetteers aim at
compiling and presenting in their proper perspective will, it is
hoped. give a realistic picture of the district in all its varied
aspects.

R. K. Trivedi
* wook *

The origin of the word Gazette, of which Gazetteer is a
derivative, is believed 10 be from a Greek word Gaza meaning
“treasury of news”. Guzetta was also a name of a newspaper
published by the Government of Venice in 1566 A. D. and sold
for a coin also named Gazetta. Later on, in many countries,
Gazetta came to be recognised as an official bulletin or leaflet
oublishing its important circulars. However, the Chambers’s
Dictionary describes a Gazetteer as a geographical dictionary.
The  Chambers's  Encvelopaedia  defines  Gazetteer as “an
alphabetical arrangement of place-names. giving some indica-
tion at least of their situation”. The Everyman's Encyclopacedia
gives a more comprehensive definition of a Gazetteer— “this term
signifies an alphabetical arrangement of place-names, in other
words, a geographical and topographical dictionary containing
more or less abundant information, comprising  statistics.
descriptions, and historical details”. So that a Gazetteer, by
definition, is a book that mainly gives an idea of the geography
of a particular region, as well as the details of its history, people
and general conditions of life.

The term was first employed as the equivalent for a geo-
graphical index by Lawrence Echard in 1704. Among other

Talk broadcast on July 19. 1965 from A.LLR.. Jaipur.
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famous Gazetteer writers mention may be made of a Neumann
for Italy. Hunter for India, and Semenov for Russia.

In India, as elsewhere, Gazetteer literature began \\.'ith
travellers  accounts. Travelogues of Megasthenese, Fu-Hl{en.
Hiuen Tsang. etc. give valuable information about contemporary
India. But, as pointed out by Prof. Humayun Kaplr. the n;arci?t
approach to a Gazetteer In the' modern sense is Abul ‘azhs
Ain-i-Akbari. Tt attempted to give a complc?tc pu{lure of the
administration, the economic and social conditions of the people,
and the relations between government and thfz governed during
those days. It describes in the minutest'detalls the niiler lcouidt
affairs, military and civil services, regulations of 1hf3 ju (;ua an
executive departments, system of land survey, ﬁnancg an S(;).Ltl.]‘CCS
of revenue, income and heads of expelldltqre, social con 1|ons1
and literary activity, philosophy and law, saints 1andl See.lf, molr:S
sayings of the people, famines and other natural ca ar:ln 1el:5. s
a matter of fact, Ain-i-Akbari brought th?.goverﬁe casls
the fore in an era, when the ruilers and mlhtary leaders alone.
generally speaking, were the main concern of history.

The work of writing Gazetteers for Rajpulana tbe%;;]n)
in the late seventies of the last century and commuedfu[;) 0-1 n(,
first decade of the present gentury. The names o‘d o:v ::he
Bayley, La Touche and Erskine are more pronl(zunczz1 aAr e
authors of the Gazetteers. Howeve.r, their outlook and pu S w
was circumscribed by their own times. These F]azettegrf t':jns
details of the geography, history apd means of .c\o?lrrliunual'xl‘c 1
Little was said of the actual social. economlcdam 'pﬁllt;e
conditions of the people. The 1ast.50 years. ‘an §pﬁ:€m| ynﬂCS
post-Independence period, have witnessed 5weepmlgdct1§ ;‘O_.
The British have gone, science and technology l?avg e , f:st
nomic and social developments. nge.gld lnSIlthlillonS fr;i&er
withering. Our perspective today is dlﬂergnt an m;u 1( vider
than it \;/as half a century ago. Gazetteers In lnc.iepex? e‘n India
have to be written afresh and they have to take into account a

these factors.

The Government of Rajasthan realised the necessity of
writine Gazetteers on these lines, as early as 1953. The work
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was cplruged to Ihe.lhen Superintendent of Census Department.
Material for some districts was collected but after 1956 only a

§keleton staflf was maintained and no officer was appointed
independently for this work.

The scheme of revising
the Government of India, w
Rajasthan, and a Directorate
1960 under the Revenue De

District Gazetteers, as sponsored by
as accepted by the Government of
of District Gazetteers was set up in
partment of the State.

The Gazetteers depict how events have changed the feudal,
stagnantstructure of society to one based on independence,
equality and progressive ideas. The District Gazetteers will be
an cloquent commentary on how political, social and economic
rgforms V\{ere introduced after Independence and to what effect.
They are intended to trace the economic changes ¢.¢., what more
resources have been exploited, which industrieé have been

established, and‘ how employment potential has increased. and
so on. They will describe how t

D Of he whole conception of owner-
ship of land and the rig

with res . hts of cultivators have been established.
ith resultant changes in revenue administration and agricultural

prodgctnoq. Trade, transport and communications will all be
described in the Gazetteers,

Besides giving a picture of a particular area to the general

'reader. the Gazetteer is intended to be of help to the persons
mtergsted in particular aspects of our life. It will, for instance.
prowd; useful assistance to an industrialist if he wants to make
a de(?lled study concerning a particular project. In the same
way, it will be helpful not only to the military or civil adminis-
tratprs but also to the research scholars and experts in as much
as 1t will provide information to them at one place on all the
aspe.cts. of life in a particular district on which to carry out
spec'lallsed studies. The social life of people inhabiting a
particular area will be described so as to portray the changes in
peop}e’s attitudes towards religion, customs, rituals. social
relationships, class formations, etc. The changes in the political
trgnd§ will also be described in the Gazetteer. In fact, each
Dlstrlct Qazetleer will give a general view of what has happened
In a particular area to its people and their life during the last
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half a century and more. As such, these Gazetteers wil.l not be
merely geographical lexicons, or statistical tables, bgt vlwll reﬂegt
the changes almost amounting 10 a metamorphosis in certain
fields.

In fact. Gazetteers can play an important role in bringing‘
about national integration. All emotions arise on the basis ol
knowledge. The more a man’s knowledgf: is the more and
varied emotions he is capable of experiencing. One has much
more compassion or sympathy for the sufferings of those known
to him. These Gazetteers help us 10 know and understand the
country and its people better and thus will maintain and pro-
mote the sense of unity in the country.

Maya Ram
* ok .

A District Gazetteer is a compendium of historical, cultural
and socio-economic records of a district and as such it touches
upon almost all aspects of the life of the peopie--their manners,
customs and traditions. history, culture, etc. Though it provides
the basic knowledge of all that is required to be known about
a district, it is to be differentiated from a General Knowledge
Book or a Public Relations Department Handbook. Tt is an
important relerence  book of fundamental importance to
administrators, research workers and general readers. It has oﬁen
been produced in courts for verification of certain disputes relatl‘ng
to leading families. The importance of the District Gazettgers for
the administrators can be realised from the fu.ct that during the
days of the British whenever a Deputy Commlssmner ook over the
charge of a district, the first thing that he did was to ask for a
copy of the Gazetteer and go through it t}.lc.)roughl‘y SO thgt 'he
could acquaint himsell well with thgcopdﬂzons of .the dlstnct.
Not only this, he also asked other district officers, immediately
under his control. to go through the District Gavzetteer thoroughly
40 that they could be his deputies in the reatl sense of the term.

Although some sort of district records, particularly pcrt:xi.mng
o revenue and trade of a district, are known to have ex1.si.ed
during the period of the Mughal Emperor Akbar also. the Bn‘nsh
Admiunistrators were the first to perceive the need of a

Talk B_roadcas‘t on August 3. 1961 from A.J.R. Jullundur.
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comprehensive record of this nature. to be compiled in a
methodical and scientific way. They attempted the work in a very
scientific manner and brought to bear on this task their great

qualities as explorers, geographers, archaeologists, historians and
administrators.

During the British times, the work of compiling Gazetteers
was taken up in the Punjab after the great Census Report of Sir
Denzil Ibbetson in 1881, These Gazetteers were written by the
Settlement Officers who were administrators of long standing and
knew the districts very intimately.

No one need detract from the greatness of these works but
evidently they were written under certain limitations and subjective
reservations of our alien rulers. They failed to give the proper
orientation to these works of local history inasmuch as the
Indian point of view was conspicuous by its absence. Thus certain
portions, especially relating to the struggle for Freedom Movement,
manners and customs have to be wholly re-written rather than
revised. Moreover, the last set of these Gazetteers was written
over five decades back. This necessitated a revision from
two points of view. First, it was intended that the information
contained in the existing District Gazetteers, which was about
half a century old., should be brought up-to-date. Secondly, it
was felt that these Gazetteers should also reflect the new impulses
and urges of the people generated by the attainment of
Independence by appropriately reorientating the emphasis, and
widening the scope, if necessary.

The re-organisation of States in India almost confirmed the
political boundaries of each State and incidentally that of each
district. This afforded an opportunity to act in the matter. This
time the work is required to be done on a centralised pattern and
separate Gazetteer Units have been set up in each State with
specialists and writers as State Editors and Editors. This work is,
therefore. no longer an appendage of the Settlement operations.

This being a new type of work, naturally bristles with
many problems, some of them technical and some administrative.
Two State Editors’ Conferences have been held to thrash out

i) 2- .
these problems and they haV.ehre:‘@;chei:ii?ta:ré)eainzgizigf:;oor; th:
point that the State Editor, with 1ge assis e 13' e et

4 visory Committee on the Jowision of Dis ric ;
E}txz)tjldAgave s};ﬁiciem independencoylo .tleql“\ivnh ;he pll:(s)fle;];h(i)]f
the districts in the best manner he WQinks m,g) co(x;ed(ied (hin
the general scope of the Chapters. 1t ha ",ds-?.ff_e;l ccidec 9
the ;evised District Gazetteers shoulq .con51st of only oaoainst thé
containing both descriptive and stghsgcal portlons,.astw% s the
previous practice of jssuing the sttr'lct Gazett'eer l;nthc St:tistical
Part A containing the descriptivle; p(()jrt:)o:lh';utl(ﬂll’;:rr]te A

ion—the idea being not to burde . :
St(zlrttils(:i[::alt}:liuf?nctl) toémake the Gazetteer more interesting and

intelligible to the common man.

d in the revision of District Gazette'ers
complex. Till recently the Pup!ab
b as it emerged out of the Partition
During the past 13 years there
ments between Punjab, Pepsu

The problems involve
in the Punjab are a bit more
had 18 districts, 13 of the Punja
and five of the erstwhile Pepsu.

itorial adjust
have been some territorial d 0
and Himachal Pradesh. certain enclaves having been ceded away

and certain others absorbed in vari.ous districts. Lah?lt?‘n\? iplit}i
have been clubbed together to form a §epa;ate is 1igmema-
headquarters at Keylong. Mpreover, Punjab has 't:\}zloChina
tional borders, one with Pakistan and the other wi 3

quent exodus of Muslims and
i : i isplaced from West Pakistan

hilitation of Hindus and Sikhs disp _
lrrle'hdbl'llltsill(;gsulted in many problems of focal adjustments, both
e::/oetignal a»nd physical. This has necessitated a change of

treatment.

The Partition and conse

Another specific problem is that the F’ur;]]abI }:las 2{/;1;?
pre-history as it extends back to the age of.t; n usMOderz
Civilisation. Punjab is also the home of thg Vedic ryar;i;. dern
archaelogical excavations and historical (ric.:sear;:{ 'ets ave
fundamentally influenced one’s approach tg Indian History
Civilisation and one has t0 take a note of it.

The Patiala Division of the State has more typical problems
.so far as the revision of Gazetteers is concerned. The former
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Gazetteers were those of the muta.ly incongruous Cis-Sutlej
States. Now these States no longer exist and instead compact
districts have come into being. From autocracy to democracy is

4 great sweep of events and this will have to be taken into
account.

Certain changes are contemplated in a few districts of the
State. It might, therefore, be necessary (o issue supplements in
case of those districts, which undergo changes soon after their
Gazetteers are published.

In view of the above. the task of the revision of District
Gazetteers in this State has become somewhat involved but all
efforts are directed towards making the Gazetteers as useful
documents as possible. According to the pattern laid down by the
Centre. the revised District Gazeticers should have 19 Chapters.
The Punjab Government has decided 1o include another Chapter on
Rehabilitation in some of the District Gazelieers, because the
Partition has been as much the misery of Punjab as the
Rehabilitation is glory.

The Punjab Government set up a Gazelteers Revision
Organisation under the control of the Financial Commissioner
in 1960. To expedite the work and to improve the quality of the
Gazetteers. the Stage Advisory Board for Revision of District
Gazetteers. and Local District Gazetteer Revision Committee
have been constituted at State and district level. The Board is a
high-powered body with the Chief Minister as Chairman.

In the local Gazetteer Revision Committees. which function
under the chairmanship of the Deputy Commissioner, local non-

officials who have intimate knowledge of the district have been
associated.

The Gazetteers Revision Organisation has worked out its
targets for finishing the entire work wit

hin a space of ten years.
Of course,

the completion of this tremendous task is dependent
on various factors, particularly the amount of
ed. Contacts will have
of the community

co-operation receiv-
also to be developed with the leaders
and other persons who might be in possession
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of some rare material. The quality of information 'from the
headquarters, as well as field sources. has .also an important
bearing on the quality and the completion of the task.

1. M. L. Bhatnager
gk *
x

[iterally the Gazetteer is "a geographical dictionary, descrip-
o ins, like arranged in
i f ms, TIVers untains, and the like g

tive of towns, rivers, mo . \ arrangec
alphabetical order’. However. in the modern context, it is rather
' ’ ‘ ’ . 10 T M . r
a ’ geographical dictionary —or t()pogmphl'wl dzctlona:));, lc(;
alph:abgtical arrangement of place'-names, Vf/ll}.l'd mori. y and
bundant complement of information, descriptive, statistica
abundz:

historical.

In historical retrospect, we notice thutctratgmenat:e Zit;:te
Gazetteer of Stephanus Byzantinus of the 6tlT ftn L:y Conformm'
But it was not until the 19th Century that Gaze e;,iled It wa;
to modern concepts howsoever remolely.vw'erc c.otopbein, Somé
during this period that national Gazettec?rs c.;i‘me }nr o lfr,]d ome
classical efforts in the field are those of le son fo 'gd d anc

¢ me for Scotland, De Colagne 1'or the United States,
I\gldlllis’fgr%oermany, Raffelsperger for Austria, Joanne for France,
Ml::ert for Belgium and Madoz for Spain.

Coming to the Indian scene, we .ﬁ.nd lhat 'a'rerTn;rkz;iblset
pioneering “work was done by the British SLf'IO](;lI'b. o g drirl
Gazetteery on India was compiled by Hamlll‘on and pubiishe in

5 Thornton wrote the twin-epitomes, A Qazet!cer of‘ 'r 1¢
;'811' toric wmder the Government of the East-lnd'la Compuny’ and
‘ . f the Countries Adjacent to India on the Nort/.I-
;(*s(;(lizs,tt(;l(z r(;iddle of the last Cenlur){. Hunter’s m&lSIerpileC(;:"IS
still the only comprehensive source 10r7a student of Br:-it]i‘:?]
Gazetteer. During the early years of ‘_Olh“CIer:lt'ury,Ofﬁce;g
administrator-scholars, ably z}551sted by selfless ndian " di;
compiled District Gazetieers for the entire sub-continent of India.

And now under the Central sch.em'e, all these 'monumgntzl
Gazetteers, both Imperial and District. are being revised.

6—4 M of Edu./65
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Gazetteers present a kaleidoscopic picture of people in their
myriad activitics, as homo-sapiens, as house-holders, as social
units and as citizens. The days are gone when the history of a
country meant the account of a monarch’s career, dynastic wars,
succession tangles. matrimonial alliances, religious alignments and
personal aggrandisements.  When Louis XIV said that he was
the State, he was not exaggerating the reality. He and persons
of his ilk strutted the stage like a peacock and the subjects were
the mute. admiring audiences. History has transcended that
narrow tradition and it is the people who are now the actors on
the stage. Democracy has revolutionised the angle of vision.
Independence brought in its wake a Sovereign Republic in the
land. People and people alone shape their destinies. Anything
worthy of knowledge and interest are the Indian people them-
selves. A true and intimate picture of Indian life in its infinite
variety is presented by Gazetteers in a faithful. comprehensive
and harmonious way. The past is connected with the present,
and the present gives a glimpse of the Promised Land. Gazetteers
are an integrated whole, whose components are the geographical,
historical, social, economic, administrative, literary, cultural and
philanthropic aspects of human life. Where else can we find
such a vast, one-piece canvas wherein the totality of Indian life
is resplendent in its variegated colours and in its entirety?

A thousand years ago. India was one entity. In spite of vast
distances, separate political units and differences in habits, sartorial
fashions and dietary varieties, there was a strong undercurrent of
unity. Differences were superficial. The bond of religion, scriptural
language and literary traditions was unbreakable. Sankaracharya
of extreme South could freeiy breathe in the pure Himalayan air.
A Maharashtrian went to Kashi for learning. An orthodox Hindu
believed in having ablutions at all the four extremities of the
country. There was free traffic of the mind and unrestrained
movement of the body. If not the whole world, the whole of
India was one family. This rich tradition of India, once a free-
flowing, perennial river in the past, was bogged in the sands of
foreign rule. No echo of the glorious heritage of unity in diversity
could reverberate through the successive corridors of time.
Independence has not yet revived the lost glory. Indeed, it would
be a mirac’e if overnight we could cast off the shackles of enslaved
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minds. Freedom seems to have loosened the bonds of whatever
unity we had achieved during our struggle with the foreign power,
and we are victims of prejudice, suspicion, intolerance and selfish-
ness. Each of us is an island. We do not know about our
neighbours, and what is more, we refuse to know. We wrangle
over language issue. Territorial adjustments agitate our minds.
We doubt the bona fides of each other. The present is difficult
and the future appears bleak. It is at this juncture that Gazetteers
can lend a ray of hope. Knowledge is a prelude to understanding,
and understanding brings about sympathy and tolerance. Enlight-
enment can dispel the pall of ignorance and remove prejudices.
In a quiet, unobtrusive, non-political way. through objective
information, Gazetteers can bring about. in howsoever small a
measure, a consciousness, a knowledge of other people and their
lives. Perhaps it is a tardy gain but. then. no great things are
achieved with a wand of magic. Gazetteers certainly have a small
but important role to play in the national effort to retrieve the
lost sense of unity of Indian people.

The District Gazetteers are of great help to the administrators.
An administrator can certainly discharge his duties efficiently if
he knows his district and his people well. The knowledge of
geography, agriculture, customs, industries, etc., will be of
immense help to him to deal with the various problems quickly
and thoroughly. He will not be required to adopt the trial and
error method of empirical administration. [t is in the interest of
the people themselves that the Collector, the Superintendent of
Police, the Sessions Judge, the District Education Officer and
other Heads of District Administration should be well informed
about the district.

It will be readily seen that the Gazetteers are the handiest
and the most useful reference books. They are in a manner an
encyclopaedia in miniature--without its defect of trotting out a
legion of bald data. Gazetteers are more useful than any single
book on any one subject. They serve the combined purpose of
hundreds of books on dozens of subjects. A reader has not the
time, the energy or the faciiity to gather even a fragment of
information given in Gazetteers from any other single source.
Apart from this usefulness, Gazetteers do provide a certain
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amount of literary pleasure. For instance, the description of the
marble rocks in the old Jabalpur Gazetteer is a rhapsody in
prose. There 1s a feast of beauty spread all over the hundreds of
pages of Gazetteers: it is for the discerning eye to see it.

With an emphasis on the modern period. Gazetteers deal in
great details with our Five Year Plans. All that the three Plans
have achieved finds a proud mention in Chapters on Economic
Trends. The great industrial, manufacturing and building projects
that the country is having at district levels makes an inspiring
reading. The vast strides that our economy has made fills our
hearts with joy and patriotism. Gazetteers are rendering u yeoman's
service in this respect. At one place, in a continuous narration,
they vividly paint the picture of renascent India. It is only natural
that the reader feels a sense of pride in being a citizen of new
India and looks up with pride and expectancy at the future.

P. N. Shrivastay
% * %k *

For the last few years the scheme for the revisicn and
rewriting of Gazetteers is being implemented throughout the
country. The new Gazetteer of India is being prepared at Delhi
and the District Gazetteers are being compiled in the States and
Union Territories. in collaboration with the Government of India.

The word “Gazetteer' means a geographical dictionary. The
origin of the word ‘Gazetteer’ is quite interesting. It is said that,
to begin with, the word ‘Gazetteer' in the Western countries
denoted a person writing a Gazette or an official newspaper. In
the 16th Century a single-sheeted literary periodical was published
which sold at one ‘Gazetta® per copy. After the name of the
"Gazetta’ coin the said periodical came to be known as ‘Gazettee'.
Even today the official newspaper is known as Gazette.

With the passage of time the word ‘Gazetieer' came to be
applied to a geographical dictionary of a particular area, and in

. lEng!ish translation of the talk in Hindi on May 8, 1965 from A.I.R..
imla.
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view of their long association with works of a literary type. the
scope of the Gazetteers was considerably .w.ldenedt Gazetteers
began to be compiled in India during the British regime. Known
t'orj their vividness and authenticity, these Gazetteers contained a
wealth of information on social. economic. p(.)lili.cal and cqllural
conditions of people inhabiting a particular district or province.

The prime motive of the British rglers ip bringing. o‘ut the
Gazetteers was to keep their administmllve' oflicers well informed
about the prevalent conditions of a particular area. Gazett?evrs
prepared with this sole idea.were naturally bound to be somewhat
limited sources of information.

Old Gazetteers were written and publish.ed about 50 years
ago. During this long period our country witnessed man?/ far-
rgaching changes. Many events occurred, numerous research?s]
were made in literary and other ‘fields, and phenomena
developments took place especially after Ir?dependence. All these
important events could not find a place in the old Gazetteers.

Therefore. the Government initiated the scheme for the revision

of the Gazetteers. Out of the erstwhile St.ates merged into
Himachal Pradesh, Chamba, Sirmur, Mandi and Suket had
separate volumes of Gazetteers. The other States had' no separate
Gazetteers. These States were, however, brxeﬂy mentloneq in the
Simla Hill States Gazetteer. This volume did not contain much

material, and information about some of the States was limited

to one page only.

A modern Gazetteer is quite different from a geog.raphical
dictionary. It is not merely a guide book, a hgndpook. a directory,
or a book of socio-economic survey. .Each DISU"ICI Gazetleer'cgn-
tains 19 Chapters covering the erlmre field o‘t hum.an act¥\1.1t')/.
Geographical, archaeological. historical, economic, social, political
and administrative conditions are featured in them. An account
of folk culture, literature and art finds a su1tabl.c placg in thf:m
and as far as possible the topics are pres‘.anted in an interesting
manner. Specimens of local dialects are glven.and instances are
also given to show as to how these dialects differ frprp place to
place. Mention is also made of the standard Of.l¥vmg. dr.ess,
diet, customs, marriage and death rites, and religious beliefs.
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Similarly, to depict various facets of people’s life, local crafts, old
and new. are mentioned, together with relevant local terminology.
By presenting all these details in an interesting  manner, a
Gazetteer does not merely remain a collection of dry statistics
but becomes a lively and interesting book.

As a modern Gazetteer deals with many important topics it
is a reference book useful not only for district or State officers
but also for historians, economists, sociologists. etc.. who generally

consuit it. A Gazetteer is consulted not merely by a resident of

a particular district or a State. even foreigners read it with great
interest. How  advantageous it would be if students of higher
classes in schools and colleges also read the Gazetteer of the
district to which they belong. They would come to know of many
things about their district of which they were ignorant previously.
The Gazetteer of their district will inspire them to acquire
knowledge of other parts of the country and they will also read
with pleasure the Gazetteers of other districts.

A Gazetteer throws light on our traditions. It reflects our
civilisation and is a mirror of society. Its study helps to illumine
the unity of civilisation and to develop emotional integration. By
reading a Gazetteer we come to know the people of an area. our
feeling of sympathy is increased and the sense of oneness s
aroused. It contains also accounts and statistics of the present and
the past, revealing the economic conditions and the standard of
living of the people, and how planned programmes are being
pursued for the future prosperity.

Thus a Guazetteer can render valuable assistance to the
planners and to those concerned with the implementation of
economic plans, the social reformers and the politicians. The
study of a Gazetteer is important for the defenders of the country
as it contains details about the geographical and climatical
conditions etc.. of an area. Above all, a Gazetteer is a useful book
for the general public for in a democratic country the masses need
to be well informed to make their influence felt in the
administration, which affects every aspect of life today.

D. S. Kutlahria

* ok "
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The Gazetteer is not a mere dictionary of geog‘ruphica}‘ nar;le,s
or a bulletin. It describes the different aspects of the l-lt?, 0 3
particular region or area-—the laws .and cust.o.ms, ,bellle'sgt?:,-
religions, ceremonial usages and p.ractlces. lrudm(.)ns and in
tions. culture, history and economic developments.

The vast changes which are aff.ecling .In(‘lia.requ‘n.‘c spiua:
emphasis. In tribal areas, where l'ndu.slrljdllsallon 15‘ ma flln:1
progress. we find some of the tribal institutions and usages a
\ppea The District Gazetteers should record these vast

disappearing. . ‘ : ! ‘
andp;)ur‘ld'lmental chanees. which are transforming the face of
India.

There is no denying the fact that the Gazet?cer.s Uof /f%sst:}llrlx:
edited by B. C. Allen, published at the ' begmn;n? ho L
Century, have given us some ideil1 abOttJldt:;l h\:/lilthpe:v}:::ylzsgect ng
the hills of N.E.F.A. But they do no h '

i i on a large scale was undertaken for
fgzliyé lljox\ectgirl))(z)arl?(é:rlil;;e{he pre-lnégependence periods although
a larée.p'ort'ion of N.E.F.A. was partly classed as; darialtlrj;t(il:;
the Inner line regulation and. partly l'mdef tlhe. a l'.I;m rative
control. N.E.F.A. remained 1n splendid isolation 1

times.

N.E.E.A. is well known for its wonderful varic':ties of rktiC.(T,S
and cultures, arts and languages. Steps ha.ve. bf:enf t'aker:wtvoorr;l;?
the standard of life of the people-—the building (?da ?ed ork 0
communications, the opening of schools und‘spred '(11 ét u : lhé
and the encouragement of tribal ar.ts. crafts apd in ut p‘e,l,t e

i f hospitals and health umts,.the‘ holdm.g.o.f agricultura
iieetrtll:clislzfatoions and the opening of irrigation facilities.

i in ple a leading role in writing interesting

or vergelf‘ Elf;lzldji;l :f ]rjw N(&)rth-E(m‘ Frontier of India.
203)1;:,'[2?(;;1/‘1v'f(‘)r N.E.F.A., Myvths of the North-East Fronticr' f)f
India. The Research Department has brought out nlllnnyplébIl:lC/i-
tions relating to the life and culture of leCI‘S(.: pegples of N. 1 A
—The Sherdukpens, The Akas, The Idu Mishmis. The Gallongs

and The Tangsas.
“Talk broadcast on July 14. 1965 from A.LR.. Gauhati.
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‘ The District Gazetteers of N.E.F.A. will enlighten the people
of India about the society and culture of this regi:m. Five District
Gazetteers on the following Divisions of the N(;rth East Frontier
Agency are to be brought out in course of time--Tirap, Luhit
Stang, Subansiri and Kameng. ’ '

H. Barch
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D. REVISED DISTRICT GAZETTEERS

(A) PUBLISHED

BHAGALPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER, cdited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 731 with 23 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1962. Rexine bound. Price Rs. 15,

CHAMPARAN DISTRICT GAZETTEER. cdited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 593 with 14 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1960. Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 10.

DARBHANGA DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 770 with 9 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1964. Rexine bound. Price Rs. 10.

DHANBAD DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 730 with 10 Hlustrations. Patna, 1964.
Rexine bound. Price Rs. 15.

GAYA DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C. Roy
Chaudhury. Pp. 342 with 17 illustrations and maps. Patna. 1957.
Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 10.

HAZARIBAGH DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 338 with 11 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1957. Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 5.

MONGHYR DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 551 with 23 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1960. Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 10.

MUZAFFARPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri
P. C. Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 30t with 11 illustrations and maps.
Patna, 1958. Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 10.

PALAMAU DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 565 with 12 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1961. Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 10.

PURNEA DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C. Roy
Chaudhury. Pp. 822. Patna, 1963. Rexine bound. Price Rs. 10.

SAHARSA DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri P. C. Roy

Chaudhury. Pp. 521 with 9 illustrations. Patna, 1965. Rexine
bound. Price Rs. 10.

SANTAL PARGANAS DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by
Shri P. C. Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 997 with 12 illustrations and
maps. Patna, 1965. Rexine bound. Price Rs. 15.
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SARAN DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C. Roy
Chaudhury. Pp. 555 with 10 illustrations and maps. Patna, 1960.
Full cloth bound. Price Rs. 10. .
SINGHBHUM DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. C.
Roy Chaudhury. Pp. 499 with 20 illustrations and maps. Patna,
1‘}58. Full cleth bound. Price Rs. 10. o
Copices available with the Superintendent, Government Stationery
Store & Pubiications, Gulzar Bagh, Patna.

GUJARAT

{5

17.

KERALA

18.

20.

21.

22.

; : TRICT G . edited by Prof. M. R.
ACH DISTRICT GAZETTEER. e '
gzlx{laonde Pp. 893 with | map. Ahmedabad, 1961. Rexine bound.
Price Rs. 14. A . ’
RAJKOT DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri R. 1\
Trivedi, Pp. 719 with 19 illustrations and maps. Ahmedabid.
1965. Cloth bound. Price Rs. 15.55 p- ot
) ited by Prof. LR
DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edite y '
?’;J]frﬁj-er pp. 1191 with 1 map. Ahmedabad, 1962. Rexine bound.
Price Rs. 16. ‘ »
available  with the Director, Government Prinung,

Copies Almedabad, Gujarat.

Stationery & Publications,

T GAZETTEER, edited by Shri A.
Sreedhara Menon. pp. 912 with 38}illustrations and maps.
Trivandrum, 1965. Rexine bound. Price Rs. .22. .
KOZHIKODE DISTRICT GAZETTEEB, edllied by Shri A.
Sreedhara Menon. Pp. 806 with_ 16 itlustrations and maps.
Trivandrum, 1962. Full calico. Price Rsj 16.50 p.

QUILON DISTRICT GAZETTEER_, edited by Shri A. SrCedhara
Menon. Pp. 697 with 23 illustrations and maps. Trivandrum,
1964. Full calico. Price Rs. 15.50 p. .

TRICHUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri A. .SrCth:“"‘
Menon. Pp. 641 with 16 illustrations and maps. Trivandrum,
1962. Full calico. Price Rs. 12 ' ’
TRIVANDRUM DISTRICT GAZETTER, edx'ted by Shri A.
Sreedhara Menon. Pp. S()§ w1th_ 12 illustrations and maps.
Trivandrum, 1962. Full calico. Price Rs. 16.50 p.

Copies available with the Superintendent, Government Press,

Trivandrum, K erala.

ERNAKULAM DISTRIC

MADHYA PRADESH

23.

GWALIOR DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri V. S.
Krishnan. Pp. 417 with 17 illustrations and maps. Bhopal, 1965.
Rexine bound. Price Rs. 10. ‘

Copics available with the Assistant Superintendent, Government
Stationery & Text Books, Government Press, Bhonal, Indore

and Gwalior.
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MADRAS

24,

MADURAI DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Dr. B. 5.
Buliga. Pp. 477 with | map. Madras. 1960. Full calico. Price
Rs. 15

25 SOUTH ARCOT DISTRICT GAZETTEER. cdited by Dr. B. S,
Baliga. Pp. 528 with | map. Madras. [962. Full calico. Price
Rs. 15.

26. TANJORE DISTRICT HANDBOOK. cdited by Dr. B. S. Baliga.
Pp. 464 with | map. Madras. 1957. Full calico, Price Rs. 15,
Copies availuble with ithe Manager. Government Publications
Department, Government Press, Mount Road, Madras-2.

MAHARASHTRA

27 JALGAON DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri P. Setu
Madhava Rao. Pp. 948 with 1 map. Bombay, 1962. Rexine
bound. Price Rs. 15.

28, KOLABA DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri P. Setu
Madhava Rao. Pp. 1160 with & illustrations and maps. Bombay,
1964. Rexine bound. Price Rs. 18.50 p.

29, KOLHAPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri P. Setu
Madhava Rao. Pp. 1029 with | map. Bombay. 1960. Rexine
bound. Price Rs. 16.50 p.

30. POONA DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Prof. M. R,
Palande. Pp. 787 with 1 map. Bombay, 1954. Rexine bound.
Price Rs. 11.37 p.

31. RATNAGIRI DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri P. Setu
Madhava Rao. Pp. 1027 with | map. Bombay, 1962. Rexine
bound. Price Rs. 16.94 p.

32, SATARA DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri P. Setu
Madhava Rao. Pp. 1128 with 5 illustrations and maps. Bombay,
1963. Rexine bound. Price Rs. 14.10 p.

Copies available with the Directorate of Printing and Stationery,
Government of Maharashtra, Charni Road Gardens, Bombay-4.
MYSORE

33, COORG DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shri B. N. Sri
Sathyan. Pp. 561 with 8 illustrations and 1 map.

Copies available with the Directorate of Printing, Stationery and
Publications, Government of Mysore, Bangalore.
3. DHARWAR DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Prof. M. R.

Palande. Pp. 985 with 1 map. Bombay, 1959. Rexine bound.
Price Rs. 20.65 p.

Copies available with the Directorate of Printing and Stationzry,
Government of Maharashtra, Charni Road Gardens, Bombay-4.

ORISSA
35.
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KORAPUT DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri Nilzur-\ani
Senapati and Dr. Nabin Kumar Sahu. Pp. 511 with 12 illusirations
and maps. Cuttack, 1966. Cloth bound.

RAJASTHAN

36.

37.

UTTAR
39.

40.

41.

43,

44.

BARMER DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri D. C
Joseph. Pp. 277 with G iNlustrations. Jaipur. 1962. Rexine bound.
Price Rs. 10.

BUNDI DISTRICT GAZETTEER. cdited by Shri B. ‘N.
Dhoundiyal. Pp. 295 with § illustrations. Jaipur. 1964. Rexine
bound. Price Rs. 10.

JHALAWAR DISTRICT GAZETTEER. cdited by Shri B. N

Dhoundiyal. Pp. 305 with 8 illustrations and maps. Jaipur. 1964.

Rexine bound. Price Rs. 10.
Copies available with the Manager.
ment Central Press, Juipur.
PRADESH

AGRA DISTRICT G
Pp. 524 with 17 illustrations and 1 ma
bound. Price Rs. 11.50 p.
BARABANKI DISTRICT GAZETTEER, cdited by Shrimgﬁ
E. B. Joshi. Pp. 383 with 5 illustrations, Lucknow, 1964. Rexine

Publications Branch, Govern -

AZETTEER. edited by Shrimati E. B. Joshi.
p. Lucknow, 1965. Rexine

bound. Price Rs. 10.
FAIZABAD DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shrimati E. B.

Joshi. Pp. 507 with 6 illustrations and maps. Allahabad, 1960.

Cloth bound. Price Rs. 12.
LUCKNOW DISTRICT GAZETTEER, edited by Shri V. (C.
Sharma. Pp. 521 with 6 illustrations and maps. Allahabad, 1959.
Cloth bound. Price Rs. 12.
SITAPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER. cdited by Shrimati E. B.
Joshi. Pp. 349 with 3 illustrations. Lucknow, 1964, Rexine bound.

Pricc Rs. 9.

VARANASI DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shrimati E. B.
Joshi. Pp. 564 with 11 illustrations and 1 map. Allahabad, 1965.

; 1 g rinte > 1t (NS e
Copies available with the Superintendent, Printing and Stetionery,

Allahabad, U.P.

WEST BENGAL

45.

WEST DINAJPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER. edited by Shr:
J. C. Sengupta. Pp. 259. Calcutia. 1965. Rexine bound. Price
Rs. 15.

Copies availahle from the Superintendent of Government Printing.
38, Gopal Nagar Road, Calcutta-27.
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" HIMACHAL PRADESH
(B) IN PRESS

46. gi‘gﬁl\’égﬁ&lswﬁ n]:al(inT il(liC:[Zr,ETTEER, edited by Shri Thakur Sen
bound. Price Rs. 10. ations and maps. Simia, [963. Rexine ‘ ps
5(’)5“2“::7;‘[(2?{( 1?”’1 e Sue Edion By Shahabad District Gazetteer.
Prua'cx/z,MSimluA-;L evenue Department, Government of I{illltlc‘ll;ll MADHYA PRADESH

Sagar District Gazetteer.

MANIPUR
47. MANIPUR DISTRICT GA T
! ) ZETTEER, edite Shri M
charya. Pp. 401. Calcutta. 1963. chincebl(t;ﬁ'l:y Shri M- Blatte: o
Copies available with the Gover y o i Gar -
1 the Government of Mani istri
anipur, Imphal. Salem District Gazetteer.

MAHARASHTRA
Nagpur District Gazetteer.

MYSORE
Bijapur District Gazetteer.
Gulbarga District Gazetteer.

RAJASTHAN

Ajmer District Gazetteer.
Sirohi District Gazetteer.

UTTAR PRADESH
Bareilly District Gazetteer.
Jhansi District Gazetteer.
Meerut District Gazetteer.

WEST BENGAL

Malda District Gazetteer.

(C) APPROVED FOR PUBLICATION

ANDHRA PRADESH
Cuddapah District Gazetteer.

ASSAM
Lakhimpur District Gazetteer.
Sibsagar District Gazetteer.
MADHY A PRADESH

Jabalpur District Gazetteer.
74 M of Edu./65
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MADRAS
Kanyakumari District Gazetieer.
Ramanathapuram District Gazetleer.
Tiruchirappalli District Gazetteer.
Tirunelveli District Gazetteer.

MAHARASHTRA
Amaravati District Gazetteer.
Parbhani District Gazetteer.

MYSORE

Bellary District Gazetteer.
Chitradurga District Gazetteer.
Kolar District Gazetteer.
Mandya District Gazetteer.
Raichur District Gazetteer.
South Kanara District Gazetteer.,
Tumkur District Gazetteer.

ORISSA

Bolangir District Gazetteer.
Dhenkanal District Gazetteer.
Mayurbhanj District Gazetteer,
Puri District Gazetteer.

PUNJAB
Rohtak District Gazetteer.

RAJASTHAN
Alwar District Gazetteer.

UTTAR PRADESH
Allahabad District Gazetteer,
Mathura District Gazetteer.
Moradabad District Gazetteer.

E. PLAN OF DISTRICT GAZETTEERS

CHAPTER [--General

Introductory: Topography: River system and water resources: Geology:
Flora or Botany: Fauna or Zoology; Climate.

CHAPTER 1I—History
Pre-history and Archaeology: Ancient period: Medieval period:
Modern period.
CHAPTER III—People

Population: Language: Religion and caste: Social life.

CHAPTER VV—Agriculture & Irrigation
Land reclamation and utilisation: Irrigation: Agriculture, including
horticulture: animal husbandry and fisheries: Forestry: State assistance to
agriculture; Floods, famines and droughts.

CHAPTER V—-Industries

Old time industries: Industries and manufactures; Industrial potential
and plans for future development: Labour and employers’ organisations:

Welfare of industrial labour.
CHAPTER VI—Bunking, Trade and Commerce

History of indigenous banking: General credit facilities: General and
life insurance; Stock Exchanges; State assistance to industrial development:
Currency and coinage: Trade centres; Co-operation in wholesale and
retail trade; State trading; Merchant and consumer associations and labour

organisations: Weights and measures.

CHAPTER VI—-Communications

Old time trade routes and modes of conveyance: Road transport:
Rail-roads: Waterways, ferries and bridges: Transport by air; Other
means of transport; Travel and tourist facilities: Posts and telegraphs and
telephones: Radio and wireless stations; Organisations of owners and
employees in the field of transport and communications.

CHAPTER VIII—Miscellancous Occupations
Public administration; Learned professions: Domestic and personal

service.

CHAPTER 1X—FEconomic Trends

Livelihood pattern and general level of prices and wages and standard
of living; General level of employment in different occupations; National

Planning and Community Development.
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CHAPTER X—General Administration

CHAPTER X1 -Revenne Administration

Land revenue administration: Land reforms:

Administration of other
sources of revenue.

CHAPTER XII  Law and Order and Justice

Incidence of crime: Organisation of the police force: Jails and lock-
ups; Organisation of civil and criminal courts: Naturc and number of
cases handled: Legal profession and Bar Associations.

Cuaprer X1 - -Qther Departments

Public Works Department: Agricultural Department: Velerinary De-

partment; Forest Department;  Industries Department;  Co-operative
Department.

CHAPTER XIV—Local Sclf-Government

History of local self-government: Municipal  Corporations: Town
Planning and public health; District and Iocal Boards; Other local self-
gaverning bodies.

CHAPTER XV~ Education and Culture

Historical background: Literacy and educational standards: General
education; Professional and technical schools and colleges: Schools for
the cultivation of fine arts; Oriental schools and colleges: Education for
the handicapped: Adult literacy and social education: cultural, literary
and scientific  societies; Cultural, literary and scientific periodicals;
Libraries, muscums and botanical and zoological gardens.

CHaprir XVI-—Medical & Public Health Services

Survey of public health and medical facilities in early times; Vital
statistics; Diseases; Public Hospitals and dispensaries; Private hospitals
and nursing homes; Medical and public health research centres; Sanitation.

CHAPTER XVI~-Other Social Services
Labour weifare; Prohibition: Advancement of Backward Classes and
Tribes: Charitable Endowments.
CHAPTER XVIII—Public Life & Voluntary Social Service Organisations

Representation of the District in the State and the Union Legislatures:
Political parties and organisations; Newspapers; Voluntary social service
organisations,
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CHAPTER XIX—Places of Interest

L - ) -
Places of historical and tourist interest; Pilgrim centres; Commercia
ac '
and Trading centres: Other important places.

APPENDIX: Principal Tables

Arca and population, urban and.r.urul: Pop}J'lationl daCCOZ?égga,ig
Janguage: Population according to rel{gl_on, anq schedule cast . and
s : ture. rainfall and humidity: lrrigated and non-lrrlgat.e
pribes: remperé un(ier principal crops: Land revenue demand at successive
et and”ar;a;lic receipts and expenditure in respect (.)f the Union and
e e oves nments: Public receipts and expenditure in respect of local
the State C.'O:Ie{mdjes;' .Literacy and Education: Number of lltcr.ateﬁ and
Self-go\'ernm&.h lars a‘t different stages in schools and colleges; Livelihood
pumber (;f'sico(; df'.;irv Livestock population: List of dak bungalows, rest
E:‘)‘chr: in:[uding circuit houses and inspection bungalows.
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Volume [: Country and People
Volume 1I: History and Culture -
Volume I11: Economic Structure and Activities
Volume 1V:  Administration and Public Welfare.
2.
rad ;’f;lunw ! has'lwvn published and iy priced Rs. 22.50. Copies can be 3.
. rom the Business Muanager, Publications Division, Ministry of Infor-
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