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PREFACE

The last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur by Mr. L. S.
S. O’Malley, 1.c.8., Was published in 1907. At that time
Muzaffarpur district formed a part of the Province of Bengal.

The Preface of Mr. O’Malley’s hook (168 pages) was as
follows :—
- When the Statistical Account of Bengal, by Sir W.
W. Hunter, was published, the district of
Muzaffarpur had only recently been constituted,
and it was treated as part of the district of
Tirhut, in which it was comprised ‘until 1875.
The present volume is, therefore, the first
Gazetteer in which Muzafiarpur has been treated
as a separate district.

I desire to acknowledge the very great assistance I
have derived in compiling this volume from the
Muzaflarpur Survey and Settlement Report by
Mr. C. J. Stevenson Moore, I1.€.8., an exhaus-
tive review of the economic conditions of the
district, my obligations to which will abundantly
appear in the various Chapters of the

Gazetteer. ”’
Mr. O’Malley’s book had 15 Chapters as follows :—

Physical ~ Aspects; History; The People; Publio
Health; Agriculture; Natural Calamities; Rents,
Wages and Prices; Occupations, Manufactures
and Trade; The Indigo; Means of Communication;
Land Revenue Administration; General Admi-
nistration; Local Self-ﬁovernment; Education

and Gazetteer.

Some detailed Statistics were published in a separate
brochure.

When the last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur had
appeared in 1907, one of a series compiled by O’Malley, Bihar
was part of Bengal. ~Much water has flowed down the Ganga
and Gahdak since. In 1912 a new Province called ** Bihar
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and Orissa ” was carved out from the old Bengal Presi
_ . ‘ ] sidency.
In 1936 the Province of Bihar was separated f%om Orissa (3;1
the basis of race, language, economic interest and geographi-
cal position.

The district of Muzaffarpur was a part of the Division
of Patna when the last Gazetteer was published. It may be
mentioned here that Muzaffarpur or Tirhut district compris-
ing of the districts of Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga formed a
part of Bhagalpur Division till 1856. After the Santhai
Revolt in 1855 when the district of Santhal Parganas was
carved out, Tirhut district was placed under the Patna
Division as a matter of administrative convenience. In 1875
D_arbhanga was separated and was given the status of a
district.  Administrative exigency again brought about the
division of Patna Commissionership.

From the original documents preserved in I
Archives, New Delhi, it appears th%t Lord Morlte};re gl;Igémrﬁ?l
sanction to the division of Patna Commissionership into t X
Commissioners’ charges in his letter no. 65, dated the 15“t[§
May, 1908, issued from India Office, London. The move f
gw partition was made by the Governor-Genera] of Ing;r;3 (1)15
¢ 5%1711011 In their no. 348," dated Simla, the 5th Se telcnbe.r.
1907, after measuring public opinion.  One of the rezfsons for
fa?n\illllleg tht(ai administrative change was the prevalence of
famin C;)}Ill 1t1}o_ns n part of the Patna Division. Sir Andrews
ooser, ¢ Jaeutenant-Governor of Bengal, felt strongly
anout e Decessity of the division of the existine Patna

tvision into two Commissioners’ charges as a - tt
urgent administrative expediency. matter of

tional}%ef%rgmtrﬁizs.step Wz}]s gaken, for several years an Addi-
C ssioner  had  been employed to i
.
%gizlrﬁltssm?ﬁr. In Resolution no, 282~Appointn?§ilt;Stda§2§
T
\ : >Slomership was circularised. Criticisms anc
aug‘ierslfllgnstwerq mvited and after duly considering them trllli
A (ien de};nded that. the districts of Patna, Gaya and
paane DiV?;)il(l)il vgift }fh}? réver Ganges (Ganga) be known as
v eaaquarters at Patna and the distri
of Saran Gl a and the districts
, mparan, Muzaffarpur and Darbhan
I}llgtil} 1;): :he river Ganges be known as Tirhut Div*i%?or? nwil}?
aead ]thr ers at Muzaffarpur. There was some controversy
€ name of the new Division. Sir Andrews Fra,se)r
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proposed the name of Muzaffarpur Division. But the
Government accepted the suggestion of Mr. Ridgley, Secretary
to the Government of India, Home Department, that the name
of the new Division should be Tirhut Division.

Tn the last 50 years there have been such fundamental
changes in almost every aspect of life that it was not considered
proper to merely revise the old Gazetteer and the present book
is a completely re-written volume. O’Malley’s Muzaffarpur
Gazetteer shows his intimate knowledge of local details and
deep scholarship.  But the basic changes, discovery of new
facts and the present set-up of a Welfare State indicated that
there should be a re-written Gazetteer from a slightly different
angle of vision, The plan of contents followed in the book
does not basically differ from the plan followed by O’Malley.
It was thought more advisable to print the Statistics as an

appendix to the book and not separately.

A book like this could only be produced by the pooling of
resources and personal observations. A mass of literature
had to be looked into including crumbling old documents and
books that have become very rare. My contact with the
district of Muzaffarpur in my previous official capacity has
been particularly useful. There have been no further Survey
and Settlement Operations since Mr. O’Malley’s time. ~ Had
there been such operations recently my task would have been

easier.

The excellent source materials in the old English
Correspondence Volumes of the 18th and 19th centuries in the
Record Room of Muzaffarpur have been partially utilised for
this work. The study of the Old Correspondence Volumes in
Muzaffarpur Record Room is being followed by the publica-
tion of a separate write-up as ‘ Muzaffarpur Old Records "
That volume forms a sister volume to this Gazetteer and may
be useful as a source material for the future research workers.

I am obliged to the collaborators, officials and non-officials,
including the District Magistrates (Messrs. S. C. Roy,
R. Hoda and V. Jha) and Dr. H. R. Ghoshal of L. 3.
College, Muzaffarpur. Under orders of  Government
Shri S. V. Sohoni, I1.c.s., who was once Commissioner of
Tirhut Division had looked into the drafts and helped me

with some suggestions.
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I am particularly grateful to Shri
pa r1 Mahesh P i
l\;‘;lé(; f}Llslelster _of. T{‘ansport and Industries rﬁ;zdﬁ:vz;ha:
Prasad Shabi. vip. th his valuable guidance. Shri Lalitashwar
Shei Dip I\?a ;;Lll;ldalIAlg }(ln(i\;rirll)i:%)ut%r Mli)nister of Industries) and
o 1 . N y Y. er 1or r’'ow ‘ . . )
also looked into the drafts and given me tfeingué;reli?&osn bad

My thanks are also due to Shri §

) o Shri 8. N. Chatterji i
?Islaiéfhof Secretariat Press, Gulzarbagh for the?rtf)?rlsoiln% .
Sarksrpr]l.)ntlng of the texts and the photos and to Shr'aAca(I;e

» Deputy Director of Surveys for the printing1 of the

maps.
PaTNa : ?

The 29th March, 1958. ) P. C. ROY CHAUDHURY.
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BERRATA.

8, lime 17—-for * Azella > read * Azolla .

38, line d—fur < Snaks * read * Snacks

ge 41, line 16—for < work > read * word °.

45, line 12—for * them ' read  him °.

79, line 8T—for * 1941—52 7 7read * 1041-49 °,

L, hme 17——for “ had ’ read * has’

9o, hme H=for * warshippers * read worshippers *,

164, Line 25—for “ TASB., Vol. N1 ° read "J.AB.B., Vol. XTI,
1835, hme 18—for * bumber * read * bumper .

248, line 3—for “1th " read 1 th”,

256, line 10-——for ' Sumatrana * read * sumatrana ’.

262, line I4—for * Munden ’ read * Minden °.

283, line 2——for * intoxicant ’ read * intoxicants ’.
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GAZETTEER OF THE MUZAFFARPUR DISTRICT

CHAPTER 1.
PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

The district of Muzaffarpur lies between 25°29 and 26°53" north
latitade and between 84°53’ and 85°50° east longitude. It has a total
area of 3,035 square miles, i.e., 19,31,520 acres of land. It is 96 miles
in length from north to south and 48 miles in breadth from east to west.
Muzaffarpur town is the principal civil station of the district. It is
situated in 26°7" north latitude and 85°24" east longitude.

BOUNDARY.

On the north the district is bounded by Nepal, on the east by the
district of Darbhanga, on the south by the river Ganga, on the south-
west by the district of Saran where the Great Gandak serves as a natural
boundary and on the north-west it is bounded by the district of
Champaran.  The northern frontier between Indian territory and
Nepal is demarcated by ditches and streams, besides masonry and
wooden pillars.

ORIGIN OF NAME.

At first Muzaffarpur constituted a part of the district of Tirhut.
Later on, in 1875, it was divided into two districts, the eastern portion
formed into the district of Darbhanga and the western portion formed
into a separate district of Muzaffarpur after the name of its chief
town founded by Muzaffar Khan, a general of Akbar.

GENERAL CONFIGURATION.

Muzaffarpur district is a vast alluvial plain intersected by a
number of streams which flow mostly in south-easterly direction.
The ground is not marked by any high contour and at many places
there are chains of shallow marshes which serve the purpose of
drainage for excessive water due to rainfall and overflow of the streams.
The rivers flow through raised beds formed out of the silt brought down
by rivers from the mountains of Nepal. ~The alluvial plain is a tract
*of great fertility.

Y
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2 MUZAFFARPUR.

NATURAL DiIvisioNns.

The district is divided into three distinct tracts by the Baghmati
and the Burhi Gandak rivers. The first tract which lies on the south
of the Little or Burhi Gandak is bounded on the west and the
south by the Great Gandak and the Ganga and covers the whole of Haji-
pur subdivision and a large part of the headquarters subdivision. This
is the richest, most fertile and productive tract of the district consist-
ing of a large block of upland with slight depressions here and there,
especially towards the south-east, where there are small  chaurs
(water-logged low areas) the largest of which is Tal Baraila. The
second tract lies between the Burhi Gandal: and the Baghmati and
consists of low lying lands which frequently get inundated. The
famous Turki embankment has been constructed here. to protect the
area from inundation.  This tract is the lowest tract in the district
and due to the shifting courses of the rivers there are long semi-
circular chaurs in all directions. The third tract lying north of the
Baghmati and extending up to the border of Nepal covers nearly
half of the district, including the whole of the Sitamarhj subdivision
and stretches In a great marshy plain, traversed at intervalg by ridges
of upland from the Baghmati to the Nepal frontier.

River System,

Roughly speaking the slope of the country north of an imaginary
line drawn from Belsand to Pupri in the Sitamarhi subdivision is from
the north to the south and below that south-eastward, On the south
the great stream of the Ganga rolls on to the sea, on the south-west
the Great Gandak forms a natural boundary and on the porth the
district is intersected by a series of streams running diagonally across
1t from the north-west to the south-east and connecting with the
great boundary rivers. The most Important of these are the Baghmati,
the Burhi Gandak, its tributary the Takhandai and the Baya. The
most marked characteristic of the river system is that the rivers flow
on ridges elevated above the surrounding country, and each pair of
rivers thus encloses a shallow depression, leading into one another.
These low lands are first filled by the local rainfall, when the excess

water passes off from one into another until its flow is checked by

some high ground:  Having no other course to take, it breaks into

one of the neamest rivers at a point where the banks are low, after the

level of the str‘eamy--.‘h,’as somewhat subsided; and in this way the rivers,
although runnlné’;gpon comparatively high, ground, become ultimately
the receptacles of the draiffage of the country.

The Ganga.
The Ganga forms the g

20 miles from Sikmaripur, near +Hajipur, where the main stream is
joined by the Great Gandak. to g point  alinost due north of the
Bakhtiarpur station on the Eastern Railway. Tig channel, when"

outhern boundary of the district for about |
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sand-banks, is generally about a mile wide. In the rains,
Zlcfxil;avﬁ, the river swellﬁ up an)(’i its breadth is much greater, an
larger expanses of sand, which lie on either side of the bank at olt iar
seagons are then covered with water. The sand-banks are regularly
changing, forming and re-forming in apparently a most caprllocllous
manner. The Ganga receives the Great Gandak a little belc?v;7
Hajipur but the confluence of the two rivers is according to localG elie
supposed to take place just opposite that place. When the . arll)gi
rises in flood, it not only spills over the country near its barllJ 8 , ud
also presses back the water of the Great Gandak and floods the lan
between the Gandak embankment for miles above.

The Great Gandak.

reat Gandak, which joins the main stream of the ) Ganga,
0pposcx[i‘t};iae P(:Ta-tna, is also locally known as the Narayani and Saligrami*;
it has been identified with the Kondophqtes of the ancient Greek
geographers, and according to Lassen, it is Sadanira of the | Epics.
Ris?ng in the central mountain basin of Nepal, where its sources are
known as the Sapt Gandaki, it first touches the district near Karnaul
in the headquarters subdivision, and then pursues a winding course in
a south-easterly direction, as far as Hajipur, where it falls m};co the
Ganga, after a course of 192 miles.  Beginning as a snow-fed orrexllﬂt,
the Gandak, soon after its entry into Indian territory, acquires t ;
character of a deltaic river. = It has no tributaries in this p;)rtlon .(;
its course; in fact, the drainage sets not towards it but away from in
Its banks are appreciably higher than the surrounding countryI; t
order to safeguard against inundation, two series of emban meéxhs
have been constructed—one, which is the more -effective, on the
Saran side, the other along the Muzaffarpur bank, as far as Ha,]lpuri
The latter has been repeatedly overtopped and breached by floods, irﬁl
enormous tracts of land have been submerged. In ad'dltflon dto 3
dangers caused by the rapid curren.t_:, numerous snags 81:110 oun ,lal,‘ne
nea;5 Harauli, midway between Hajipur and Lalganj, there is a atﬁe
bed of Kankar, which extends across the river, and so n:trrows o
channel. that boats can onlytpr::ﬁeeder v;lél; z)l:v al:.(tirélc;sﬁecgg dlogf e

i of water into the Ga en

}:Wlegf&;ills%}tllzg: and the highest recorded flood volume ‘is 2,66,000

cusecs.
The Baghmati.

hmati, rising in Nepal, near Kathmandu, enters
Muz'a],}ilfl:rplﬁagistrict two miles north of Dheng gtatlon on the Nort_h-
Eastern Railway and 17 miles north-west of Sitamarhi, After its
junction with the Lial Bakaya, it forms the western boundary of the

i —ll stones used for worship by the Hindus. They: are
som;‘igzlelslg;gxd ?::e risz:s Pachnad and Song which fall in the Gandak near Tribeni
Ghat,
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district flowing in a more or less irregular southerly course for some
30 miles, and then strikes off near Narwa in a south-easterly direc-
tion across the district.  After the river has turned to the south-east,
it flows almost parallel to the Burhi Gandak, crossing the Darbhanga-
Muzaffarpur road at Gaighat, and leaves the district near Hathwa,
20 miles east of Muzaffarpur: it ultimately joins the Burhi Gandak
above Rusera in the Darbhanga district. The Baghmati, being a
hill-stream, rises so quickly after heavy rain that its banks are unable
to contain the water; and as it runs upon a ridge, it sometimes
causes great damage when the bank ig overtopped. A portion of the
country north of Muzaffarpur is, however, protected by the Turki
embankment. Both this river and the Burhi Gandak are apt to change
their courses. In the dry season the Baghmati is fordable and at
places 1s not more than knee-deep. 1In the rains, however, the current
1s very swift, sometimes running seven miles an hour in the upper
reaches and there are many snags which render navigation dangerous.
A former bed, known as the old Baghmati, is still pointed out,
extending from Mallai, on the frontier, to Belanpurghat, about 83}
miles north-east of Kalyaghat, where it joins the present deep stream.
This bed has steep banks and is about 50 yards wide. It carries a
good deal of water in the rains when it occasionally overflows. But
n the cold weather it is only about two feet deep.

Tributaries of the Baghmati,

The Baghmati has a number of tributaries, of which the most
important are the Lial Bakaya, the Bhurengi, the Lakhandai, and the
Adhwara or Little Baghmati. The first tributary is the ILal
Bakaya, which flows in a southern direction and joing the main
stream near Adauri. The next affluent is the Bhurengi, which
leaves the main stream near Maniari and rejoing it near Belanpur.
Another tributary is the Lakhandai which rises in Nepal. Takhandai
enters Muzaffarpur district at Itharwa, eighteen miles north of
Sitamarhi. It is at first a small stream, but after being joined by
the Sauran and Basiad, it becomes a large navigable river, Flowing
south, it passes through Sitamarhi, where it is spanned by a fine
bridge.  Continuing in a south-easterly direction it skirts the old
now defunct indigo factories of Dumra, Runi Saiyadpur, Qurai and
Tehwara and joins the Baghmati seven or eight miles south of the
Darbhanga-Muzaffarpur road.  The river rises and falls quickly. Its
current is rapid especially in the higher reaches which renders it
dangerous for navigation. The next tributary is the Adhwara or the
Little Baghmati, which flows southwards from Nepal some eight
miles east from Sitamarhi. With the Puranadhar Baghmati, the
old bed of the Baghmati mentioned abave, which flows eight miles to
the west of Sitamarhi, it is invaluable for irrigation in years of drought.
During such periods numerous dams are thrown across each stream.
Like its parent river, it has several tributary streams. The main
stream of the Kamala joins it near Kamtaul; above that place, near
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Pali, a branch goes off towards the west, losing itself in a chaur near
Rasulpur; and above Pali, the Dhaus joins it from the east and the
Jhim from the west. The Dhaus again ig formed by the union of
the Bigi and the Bilaunti; the former flowing from the west, the
latter from the east. The Little Baghmati, after receiving these
tributaries, falls into the Baghmati at Haia Ghat, about eight miles
south of Darbhanga.

The Little Gandak.

The Little Gandak, which is also known as the Harha, Sikrahna
or Burhi Gandak rises in Champaran in a chaur in P.-S. Bagaha.
It enters the districc near the village of Ghosewat in the
headquarters  subdivision, and flows along a  very tortuous
course towards Muzaffarpur, twenty miles to the south-east.
Muzaffarpur stands on 1its southern bank.  After leaving i,
the river still pursues a winding course to the  south-east
almost parallel to the Baghmati, and passing into the Darbhanga
district near Pusa, twenty miles south-east of Muzaffarpur, it ulti-
mately falls into the Ganga opposite Monghyr. In the hot weather
it is fordable at several places, and its banks are high or low according
to the sweep of the current. For purposes of navigation, the Burhi
Gandak is an extremely valuable river. During the rains boats of
1,000 maunds burden can eastly reach Muzaffarpur. The opening
of the North-Eastern Railway, which crosses it at Nagarbasti, has
considerably diminished its importance as a trade route, ~The Burhi
Gandak, like the Baghmati, is very liable to shift its course and old
beds which the stréeam has now deserted are extremely common,
especially from near Muzaffarpur to Motipur.

The Baya.

The Baya is a spill channel of the Great Gandak. It issues
near Sahibganj, thirty-four miles north-west of Muzaffarpur. It
enters this district near Karnaul and flowing in g south-easterly
direction through it, becomes an important drainage channel with a
catchment basin of 800 square miles. In Muzaffarpur district it
passes Deoria, Karnaul, Sariya, Bhatulia, Karbari and Chitwara, and
leaving the district at Bajitpur, thirty miles south of Muzaffarpur,
ultimately empties itself into the Ganga. The head of the stream is
apt to silt up. The Baya is largely fed by dralnage from chaurs, and
attaing its greatest flood height when the Gandak and the Ganga are
both in flood.

GEOLOGY,

The district is & vast alluvial country wherein two types of
alluvium are to be found, the older alluvium and the newer alluvium.
The older alluvium, which is yellow and often rich in kankar, is met
with in the north of the district. In the south newer alluvium,
darker in colour, consisting of sands, salts and clay, devoid of kankar
occurs. During the flood season, the rivers that flow southwards
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and south-eastwards tend to re-distribut
ing far beyond their banks with their 1
the submontane tracts in the north.

conceals all the ancient erystalline rac

In the north of the district kan
and also as road metal.

e the alluvium, while spread-
oad of sediment brought from

The great thicknesg of alluvium
ks below.

kar may be used for burning lime

Sodium sulphate is extracted from the reh, a saline efflorescence

on the surface of the sail, and during the period between 1908 and

1923 the production of khari (sodium sulphate) amounted to 1,29,203
tons.

Saltpetre or potassium nitrate is also

extracted from the
efflorescences in the district.

EARTHQUAKE.

During the earthquake of 1884, Sitamarhi town lay in  the
epicentral tract which extended east-south-eastwards throngh Madhu-
bani in the Darbhanga district. Within this area there was a
general subsidence of the ground, giving rise to widespread fissuring
and to destruction of buildings by tilting and break up of the founda-
tions, A very large number of houses were completely damaged.

The emission of sand through fissures was maximum in this area. 1In
the lowlands, sand and water vent

s and crater-like depressions appeared
at a large number of places.

The area to the south
the Mercalli Scale of inte
town was
disastrous.
houses and s
table,
ares.

Further south in the district, the earthquake led to the partial

ruin of some houses and frequent and considerable cracky in  others.
Fissures occurred in the alluvium: and there was moderate degree of
sanding.

lay in the influence of the isaseismal IX of
nsities of earthquake shock. Muzaftarpur
mcluded in this zone and the effects of the earthquake were

There was complete or nearly complete ruin of many

erious cracks in many others, rendering them uninhabi
Extensive fissuring and sanding were also observed in the

This earthquake was explained by a tendency for elevation of
the country north of & line

passing through Sitamarhi east-south-
eastwards and & tendency south of it for depression; and the relief
sought from the strains set up along this line due to the contrasted
movement,*
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'VEGETATION.

For the purpose of describing the vegetation, the district may be
divided into several zones, namely,—

(1) The rivers and their old channels.

(2) The Raghopur Diara in the Ganga.

(3) The area south of Burhi Gandak, and the chaurs.
(4) 'Tal Baraila.

(5) The Doab between the Burhi Gandak and the Baghmati;
the ““ Mans ",

(6) The area north of Baghmati river.

(7) The lands along the roads and railways; the waste lands in
the towns.

(8) The ponds and ditches in the towns and villages.
(1) The Ganga, Gandak, Baghmati and Lakhandas.

hey are all perennial streams, the first three being fast-flowing
river’s{ gold very plittle vegetation in them. The Ganga has ts];)me
sheltered pools here and there in winter, especially on the southern
edge of the Raghopur Diara, in which are seen some algae, pa.rtut:u-
larly Chara and Nitells, Vallisnaria spiralis, Potamogeton pec_tmahus
and other angiosperms. The Lakhandai in its lower go%rse as
much of its water distributed info - irrigation channels an( el:cortnes
very narrow and slow-flowing; there it contains some aquatic plants.

i ig 8 -flowi t hold
The Burhi Gandak is shallow and slow-flowing but does no
much \fegetation except some spirogyra in deep pools here and there.

(2) The Raghopur Diara,

is is a huge island in the Ganga. TIts banks are low and
slopiryfé] l&t;oviards tlé;e south and high and steep towards the north dug
to the cutting action of the Water: The lower portions are covere
with deep layers of sand and are either left uncultivated, or yvherg, the
sand is not very deep, cultivated with various cucqrblta. The hlgl}er
portions having less of sand on thg top, are fertile, and sown with
wheat and barley in winter and maize, pigeon-pea, sugarcane, etc.t, in
the rainy season; maize, of course, l;emg plp,nted on such lands hgt
get inundated in August, before which period that crop has to 'tg
harvested. The undulating por@ons of the banks are planted wi
mustard and gram. Some portions of the land are under tobacco
turmeric, chillies, ete. ,
Weeds are many particularly such as are brought every vear by

m the west, such as Emgrc-s?is spp., piyi@arz’a
3}2219151}:?5 aElfeI;fsine aegyptica, Heleochloa schoenoides, Phalaris minor,
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Cyperus rotundus, Kyllingia cylindrica, Vandelliq brachiate, Olden~
landia corymbosa, Euphorbia hirta, E. thymifolie, and occasional
Tamariz ericoides, and Equisetum spp.  Of these g few are useful
species such as Saccharum spontaneum and S. Munja growing in

moist places.  They not only serve to harden the soil but also supply
the much-needed thatching material,

(3) The area south of the Burhi Gandak.

In spite of the general level being high, due to ineffective
drainage by the rivers and streams, many ditches and pools are
formed during the rains and the soil becomes alkaline.  There being
great pressure of population on land, even the ditches are cultivated,
with a variety of coarse paddy, the plants of which do not die on
being submerged, but elongate as the water rises. Only areas too
deep to be cultivable are left unutilized for cultivation. In them
there grows up, particularly towards the end of the rains, a natural
vegetation consisting of Panicum proliferum, ILeersig hexandra,

Asteracantha longifolia, Azella, etc. Some spirogyras are seen here
and there especially nearer the banks.
The small bits of raised lands enclosed by the ditches are kept

ander grasses useful for thatching, the very alkaline lands under
moonj (Saccharum munja) and others under kans (8. spontaneum).

All high lands are under cultivation. Those nearer Hajipur
town have fruit-trees particularly mango, banana, litchi ang guava.
Sissoo (Dalbergia sissoo) and sunri (Hymenodiction excelsum) are
commonly planted on the boundary walls of the orchards. T.ands to
the north and east of Hajipur are under cultivation of the usual crops
consisting of paddy on the low lands and sugarcane, pigeon-pea,
maize, tobacco, castor, turmeric, chilli, suthns (Vigna  wvexillata),
misrikand (Pachyrrhizus angulatus) and sakarkand (Ipomea batatas)
on the higher lands. Some of the paddy lands and all the fields under
maize have a rotation of winter crops like mustard, wheat and peas.

Lands to the south-west are generally alkaline and, therefore,

the crops are poor. A few raised spots like the Jandaha township
have good soil and bear good crops.

__ Lands strictly in the villages and around the houses where
irrigation from wells and protection from cattle and goats are possible
are given over to vegetables. Betel leaf plantationg are frequently
seen nearer towns. Weeds of cultivation include Cannabis sativa,

Azagallis arvenis, Androsace sazxifragifolia, Hydrocotyl asitica and
others.

_ With the opening of the Baraila Tal canal in 1955 the drainage of
this portion of the district ig bound to improve : the chaurs will  dis-
appear and the alkaline lands will loge the excess salts so that the
fertility of the soil will improve.

9
PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

(4) Tal Baraila,

i iles in a rding to the
This is a big chaur several square .mlles in area, acco :

locall‘lglgserifl 24 éiniles by 26 miles during the rainy seaion.JG ?al:;l(lla
village is loc’ated on the south-west of this on an elevated ‘ratc i So - the;
The marginal parts of this chaur that are pnflerf sﬁlallogv .:lva v:inter oy
ai ith coarse paddy. This is followed 1
lalms tarzlgslsél:; darjgl glram. \IZ)Vhere it is left .u.ncultlvated, thgre g;(;lvg
ypleﬁlg}grophila polysperma, Alternanthera sessilis, Ipomea reptans.

other amphibious plants in winter.

i i re full of aquatic plants, mostly
deeper portions of this chaur are ( b
the g)lz):ede:?;bmgrged types like Cha,m' spp., 'Hyd”lla'nezert}f;u%.’
Potamogeton crispum, P. indica, P. pzqtmataéthas Jrazr;zistst,um gand
J rnifoli d others. imnanthemum
%plhonbiuirl;egzg()lg; :\I?lvo of the aquatic plants with immersed leav:sg.
'Tle szn are also a few floating grasses. The aqgatlc veget}?jmonhsle; 11'1
t()l?eed the ducks and fowl which live here or migrate to this cha

winter, as also to feed the fish. N
(5) The Doab between the Burhi Gandak and the Baghmati rivers.

This area is very low lying, so much so kthatt theAlll\/quiﬁ?sggler(i
hi ' bankment. . c
Sitamarhi road runs all along on an em e e s
is gi to rice cultivation during the rains, coarse p
%;ndlolxsv g;;gnpg:;il;, submerged areas and finer varieties on higher lai\%cllzs)x.
Tl?e paddy crop is followed in the winter by ankar: d(}/wtzge fr(illl; ge;
mustard, bakula (Vicia faba), linseed, pea, tobacco, and in
by vegetables.

i ppi ) hibious
et banks is seen Lippia geminata and some amphib
S(;;l glrf t‘ﬁe low banks of rivers may be seen Xar{ti%zum strumarium,
g]g'le:zlpw. spp., Solanum migrum, Nicotiana plumbaginifolia, Amarantus
spinosus, and a few babool plants.

. .. to
to the north of the Baghmati river and ertending up
© The fands to the Nepal border.

ortions of land grow a coarse variety of paddy
duringh:hgegier?:?dfoll)lowed by the usual winter crops. The hﬁlllerh!alﬁgs
grow either the better variety of pad@y or maize. The sti o 1gthr
lbands are given over to growing of pigeon-pea and sugtarcatzlg.. nThe
kments of the river is grown parwal (Trichosanthes dioica). The
en:ilzlan and maize crops are followed by bqkula, masur (Lens esculen-
tI:;aM)y ea, wheat, tobacco, mustard and linseed.  Nearer the tni)ulses
Wher:a groéection and some irrigation are possible, are grown vege a;) es.
The vegetable fields are fenced off .by hedges of 1agéant t'(sesTf)g:
@gyptica), arand (Ricinus communis) and sometimes Opuntia.
ot nerable weeds of cultivation mnoticed, the chief being N epeta
2;25;;?;13(3 Angallis arvensis, Cannabis sative and Chenopodium

murale,
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There are a few varieties of mango and bamboos which predo-
minate.  Babool grows spontaneously along the roadsides.

(7) The lands along the roads, railways, in the railway yards and all
waste lands in the towns.

All such lands are full of weeds,
ones. The bigger a town and the great
tion with it, the larger the type and nu
weeds have spread even to the interior a
Some of the commonest ones are Lan
rottleri, Xanthium strumarum. Sidy spp.,
Glycosmis pentaphylla, Cassia tora,
Croton sparsiflorus. Hyptis suaveolen
babool, date, kans, etc.,

particularly, the introduced
er the means of communica-
mber of weeds in it. The
long the roads and railways.
tana camara, Chrozophora
Clerodendron infortunantum,
Coccidentalis, and Csopherg and
s, Argemone mezicana, Zizyphus,
also are seen along the roads,

(8) The ponds and ditches in the towns and in villages.

Those nearer houses receive a lot of organic refuse; therefore, they
grow lots of Azolla, Asteracantha, Ipomea reptans, etc.  Others that
are clean are cultivated with singhara (Trapa bishpinosa). Ditches where

the water is deep but are frequently visited by buffaloes contain only a

growth of Oftelia alismoides.  Blue lotus and other kinds of lotus are
common.

THE INTERESTING PrLANTS OF THE DIsTRICT,

Two important parasites, Loran
sheesham, and Cuscutq refleza grows:
are very common in the district.
plentiful on mustard ang vegetable
lingeed are also common.
they can be eradicated.

thus longifiorus on mango and
ng on various hedges, babool, ete.,
The root parasite, Orobanche is

crops.  Rusts on wheat and
They cause a great economic loss although

Land orchids, particularly Zeuxine sulcate, ig very common in
grass lands, mainly on the bunds of rice fields.  Scirpus grossus
(kaseru) is a cultivated sedge very common on Samastipur side. The
three root crops, misrikand, sakarkand and suthni as also rhizome crops
like turmeric and ginger are very common here due to the sandy soil.*
Bamboos of various types are common.

FauNa,

Tithut was formerly famous

fauna in the days when forests ¢
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r the plough. ‘‘ The buffaloes *’, wrote.the author of
:ll;z Z?Xi-tlllrllf%fm, “ age sog savage that they will attack a tiger. There :;e
many lakes, and in one of them the water never decreases, andt e
depth is unfathomable. =~ Groves of mango trees extend to addls'ancg
of 20 kos, delighting the eye. In the rainy season gazell§,h ?11; Ia}t;l
tiger frequent the cultivated spots, and are hunted by the mha i ajGl :V
The deer they surround with an enclosure, and take w EIil éré
please. ’ Even towards the close of 18th century wild animals Wrds
plentiful. A few years before the Pgrmam_ant Sgttleme‘nt, re?iv';tere
are on record for the slaughter of 51 tigers in a single yeafr. There
was much waste land to the north inhabited by the beasts OTErege hat
cultivation had driven out out of the more southern ‘o'mcts;1 e pT he
dations of herds of wild ifphants t;71v/'erefa iirelouzopirll:i?gh The
ivation e grow 0 ] , at
%ld Vanc{:en;{)n ocfuﬁzzgs o’f commugication have now drlven. the wﬂ(%
o e‘\l ;Nhich formerly infested the district, back to the jungles o
?\?Imglt K There is no jﬁngle left in the district sufficiently large and
deilpsz to afford shelter to the larger beasts of prey. Etiopa;?s 1?1::
occasionally found in patches of jungle towards ‘ghgt nofmm o
Sitamarhi subdivision, but they are only stray vm; ors rom Nepal
:l’he only other predatory animals met with are the fox an i
found in all parts of the district.

; representatives of the Ungulata are the nilgai or blue-bull
( BOSrflgzhogytm;ocamelus) and wild pig (Sis cristatus), both oé yvh1c1t;
are fairly common in the diaras and in the patches of grass a,nh]ung °
ill left. The wild pig is much scarcer than formerly. ~But wheneve
Sml(li he is hunted; and though his kind has decreased in number, he
t:OIm' ’ t%e same qlialities of cunning hardihood and courage which
:qigacli]: Spig-sticking once a fine sport among the Buropean planters in
North Bihar.

AVIFAUNA.

i the common birds of
birdg of Muzaffarpur are also _
the (r)It}ljlzrc;rlz?gcsmdistricts of Bihar. Muzaffarpur ig the most central
of the plains districts of Bihar. kinds of erows, namely
i knowledge, there are two kinds of crows,

i}s alesr ca?xrxlcllml?lr;cker jungle crow (Cor?ms macmrhynchc)s) and the
the 11 1gbhouse crow (Corvus splendens) with much shiny grey on 1ts
ok . Both are intelligent birds and partial to human habitations.
necksl; crow is the more intelligent of the two and more numerous
jrf;h:owggszl)d villages, but there is hardly any place where the jungle

crow is not found.

the crows is the treepie (Crypsirina vagabounda).
It Cllos?i};x reiit(ﬁik;othe yolk of an egg, with white patches on ht'}‘]ce
'§ €0 oud ag long graduated black tail.  The tail is edged w{th white
SIdes’lan t double the length of the main body. That gives the
‘tﬁip?emt(})]se appearance of a large bird, though it is no bigger than a
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myna.  Few untrained observers can see any resemblance between
the treepie and the crows to place them together in the same family,
but a close look at the strong black bill and the shape of the black
head does bring out the affinities.  There is a remarkable similarity
between the treepie and the house crow,

The common babbler (Turdoides caudata) is an earthy-brown‘ bird,
nine inches long, which chatters about noigily in flocks around villages
and garden fences. Equally common as the babbler but more promi-
nent because of its slight black crest, red-vent and white rump is the
red-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer). No bird is, however, as striking
as the jhujenga or black drongo (Dicrurus macrocercus) with its glqssy
black body and a deeply forked tail, sitting on telegraph posts and wires
or sweeping about the country in rapid flights. It is the boldest bird
of the plains and chases eagles thrice its size without any fear.

The white-bellied minivet (Pericrocotus erythropygeus) should
have been equally prominent if it were not so shy. Tt is a brightly
coloured bird, probably the most beautiful bird of the district, the male
scarlet and the female brown. The head, neck, back and tail are
black and the belly is white. The male’s crimson breast shows off
well against the white belly and black head, but the bird is generally
seen only in villages where there are big mango orchards.

The common myng (Strunus tristis) is ag ubiquitous as the house
crow or the black drongo and is a noisy snuff-brown bird with white tips
to its tail.  The sexes are alike. One more variety is found generally
in the diarg areas and along rivers. It is grey and more often seen on
the  ground than elsewhere and is known as the bank myna

(Acridotheres gingianus). The house sparrow (Passer domesticus), of
course, is found everywhere.

The papika (Cuculus varius) in whose shrill cry some hear a sound
of the words ‘ brain fever * is & hawk-like cuckoo, brown and barred
with black, but rarely seen. Liess known is the Indian cuckoo (Cuculus

micropterus). The cuckoos are more easily identified by their calls than
by their looks.

Among the persistent noises of the countryside, that of the crimson-
breasted barbet (Megalaima haemocephala) must be ranked along with
the papiha’s.  The barbet is a beautiful small green bird with a
crimson breast, yellow throat and crimson forehead. It goes on
monotonously repeating ‘‘ tonk, tonk, tonk *’ throughout the day, hunt-

ing for insects on trees or hammering with its strong beak holes through
a branch,

Noisy, flashy and impressive is the
benghalensis) flaunting its blue win
on the ground, a telegraph wire or
with its buff back which folds over

roller or nilkant (Coracias
g In acrobatics in the sky. Sitting
a tree the bird is hardly noticeable
the blue wings completely,
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» - - . the :
Darting about the sky and hawking insects on the wings are
hee-eaters, gsmall green birds. The common green bee-eater (Merops
orientalis) often spreads out its wings like a Japanese fan.  The other
blue-tailed bee-eater (Merops phillipinus) is slightly bigger and more
blue in the tail. Both have protuberances from their tails and nest
in holes in the ground.

The grass owl (Tyto capensis) is & largish (about 18 inches) bird,
with & rich dark brown upper plumage, each feather tipped with ha
white spot, giving it a very mottled appearance over a white belly. The
facial discs are pure white. Its call is similar to the screech of the barn
owl.

i i d s) i llest
he little brown dove (Streptope}za .senggallenszs) is the sma
of ou'f dez)vés :nd has a wide range of distribution, from thp banks of the
Kosi westward right up to Africa. It has slaty grey wings over an
earthy brown body and has two bright chess-boards of red and black
tiny squares on each side of the neck.

The peewit (Venellus venellus) is a winter visitor from northgm
countries and is a lapwing with a prominent narrow long crest curving
backwards from its head.

The ducks.

i Muzaffarpur and all other districts of the northern
plainzhgf af‘éli%;f ?sof'emarkablle;pfor the large number of }v;vm%exi %1;;1;052.
In Muzaffarpur with jts large chaurs and marshes like ¢ e’ll ab raila,
the winter visiting ducks are important. Ap attefinpi;‘ wi e
here to supply an easy key for the identification of ducks.

include all teal, goose, swans and mergansers, They
have’ra]:lli3 v(s}:l()}klf:d feet and straight flat bills with rows of teeth at eg;her
edge of the bill. The swans are the biggest of the ducks and | Evg
exceedingly long necks, geese come next in size and are dlstuﬁgu‘l)s i
by having the front edge of the nostrils about the middle of ¢ ih eak.
T}}’leir plumage is plain grey or brown with lighter edges, giving eu;la,
barred appesrance and distinguishing them from the rather extravagaﬁl y
coloured teals, true ducks and lmerga,msersr.rh rlt‘t%luee dxg:ligag:e;i ) h:x

i ills and pied plumage. e |

Esgzzntgge?onngg blllgzks nof proIr)ninently tapering beaks, Teals are the

smallest of the ducks.

ecorded from Muzaffarpur or any other

. Nt(;) wa %?ﬁai-mve ;sfcl)lné the geese the bar-headed (Anser indicus) is
district zistingui;ghed by its pale clear grey colour, almost a French grey
" cclmﬁ:s two dark bars across its head, one from eye to eye and the
other & little backwards on the nape. The greylag goose (Anser
anser) is the commonest of our geese and has a bill over two and half
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inches, without any black on it. The white-fronted goose (Anser
albifrons) has a two-inch bill; also without any black. Sushkin’s goose
(Anser meglectus) is the biggest of our geese, 40 inches long, but is
exceedingly rare and has been so far reported only from Darbhanga
district.  The dwarf or lesser white-fronted goose (Anser erythropus),
23 inches, is the darkest of all our geese and has a white patch on the
forehead 1n the form of a longitudinal blaze or broad streak, running
up from the bill to the level of a line drawn between the eyes.

The beaks of the mergansers are twice as broad at the root as at
the tip.  The birds are about the size of or smaller than a tame duck
and are pied. Two mergansers are found in Bihar—the goosander
(Mergus merganser) and the smew (M ergus albellus). The goosander

is pied while the smew is strikingly all white. It has a short mane-
like crest too.

True ducks can be subdivided into diving ducks, goose-like ducks and
surface-feeding ducks. The diving ducks are at once marked off by
their large feet, which have the outer toe as long as or even longer than
the middle, and the hind toe with a deep lobe or flap, 8o a8 to be leaf-
like in outline. The goose-like, or walking and perching, ducks have
either a short bill or long shanks, or both, the bill being about the
length of the shanks. The ordinary surface-feeding ducks have rather
short shanks and moderate sized feet, with the outer toe shorter than
the middle, and the bill longer than the shank.

The diving ducks are the red-crested pochard (Netta rufina), the
dunbird (Aythya ferina), the white-eyed pochard (Aythya nyroca), the
tufted pochard (Aythya fuliguls) and the golden-eye (Bucephala clangula).
The golden-eye is marked off at once by its forwardly placed nostrils,
these being actually nearer to the tip of the bill than to the root. The
male is mostly white, but the head is dark glossy green, with a white
patch on each side at the base of the beak. The beak and the edge
of the wings are black. The female is a dark grey where the male is
black and has a dark brown head with no white on the face.

~ The red-crested pochard is the biggest of dll pochards (about 20
inches), and has red or orange colouring on the bill and the feet. The
male has a full soft bushy crest of a yellow-buff colour, the rest of the

head being of a beautiful pinkishchestnut. The upper plumage is plain

light brown with two white patches in front of the wings; the lower

plumage is black. The female has less of a crest and is light brown
above and dirty white below.

The tufted pochard has a pig tail-like tuft hangi it
head. The white-eye has no crest. The dunbirg1 [ilég g (:rv;xx'ly lilx:\og?n:fys
looking duck and has no white bar on the wing. It has a conspicuous
tri-coloured plumage, the head being rich chestnut red, the breast
rump and stern black, and the body pale clesr grey, '

 teal, the spotbill or grey
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e-like or walking and perching ducks are the comb‘ duck
(Sarl’:c[;gfogrgzs melanotus), thgr cotton teal (Netlapus coromgpcﬁf}zanﬁ;i
the lesser whistling teal (Dendrocygna jovanica), the large vlslr 1% m};\gmin
(Dendrocygna bicolor), the sheldrake_ (Tadorna tadorr;a), )t e Bra y
duck (Tadorna ferruginea) and the wigeon (Anas penelope).

\ < distinguishable by its brilliant pied plumage of
hi rlhl(il siflgfilkihlssgii?l & The Bra]z’miny duck has chestnut or (;ouﬁk
“l -, abamd black-and-white wings. ~The comb-duck has ’_I{}(ing t?g
b n:age d white belly and a knob on the beak of the male. : ? coh't ;
&g;éiia&ry small, smaller than a pigeon, and gives the effect of whi

cotton floating on water.

i i d duck

‘ e-feeding ducks are the white-winged woo0 oy

(Cairg;vl;: ssc}zl;ifua;:zta), thegpink-headed dupk (Rhodonegga c%gﬁﬁ?gll((zz 7223

he spotbill or grey duck (4nas peecilorhyncha), f o e tea]

t;(it SI;L ncha), the gadwal (Anas strepera), the baikal or cblue— vs%nge .

2(74113; }lormosc’w), the pintail (Anas acuta), the gﬂargante% or‘G e
téal (Anas querqueduela), the gshoveller (Anas lbl(y,ﬁ(;sac,r e
teal (Anas angustirostris) and the common tea .

The wood duck is large and dark with black-an@iwhitgdwigggc g;ttl;
French grey bars. The pink-headed duck has a mlﬁ{da A
appearance.  The marbled teal lis pzrzllfla1 Wlilévzne\;va;a se -2u huge age-

intai long sharp tail. he shove
gl‘llziagng?llll l;ﬂ;y& lo(;lgg and fwice as broad at tip as at the root. The

) . - h
mailard has a steel-blue or green wing-bar edged with white. ~ The

dwal has a white wing-bar g y’s wing-bar i 11 green,

hi ing-bar. The garganey s wing bar is du oTe
(Yfflf 1 lbsejlt '.llfthe common teal has the wing-bar black and brilliant
often a .

green or bronze.

resident species, viz., the

i out of he odr;:;kgilcfv?lllem;fngh;?i?d’ duck, the lesser (\;Vhl;ﬂl;lg
Whlte.Wlnlged v:vhis;tling t’eal, spotbill or grey duck, the combd u]cI :nd
e s grg%f the resident ducks the white-winged wood duck and
o e ded duck are believed to have become extinct on éu g °
the pink-hende The pink-headed duck was last shot in the Muza targgs
n?ar.mart?h ];fl.mra, in 1898 by J. A. Wilson. The smew, 1? migrant,
ngt:?b:erved in Bihar only once and that at Hazaribagh.
ge

are rare: the golden-eye, the lesser whistling

The following b7 duck, the baikal teal, the marbled teal and the

falcated teal.

he comb duck and the
may rl‘;),e considered as threate
are needed, like the creation o
sive marshy land and some nea
Jand may have to be planted.

histling teal are becoming rare and
?:gewvi:;h sexti%xction. Protection meas:res
f a sanctuary to include a jheel a'nfi ex eg-
rby woodland for breeding. This WO;)h-
The district of Muzaffarpur is one of the
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most suitable areas for constituting a sanctuary for the protection of the
resident ducks.®

FisH.

The names of the fish commonly found in Muzaffarpur market are
given below with their Hindi names within bracket :—

Gadusia Chapra (Suiye), Hilsa Ilisa (Hilsa), Notopterus
notopteras (Phalia), Chela bacaila (Chelwa), Barilius
barnh (Potich), Danio dangila (Durhwa), Barbus chagunio
(Potiah), Barbus conchonius (Potigh), Barbus phutunio
(Potiak), Barbus stigma (Potiah), Cirrihina mrigala
(Mirgaly, Cirribing reba (Rewa), Labeo calbasu (Kalbasu),
Labeo rohita (Rohu), Clarias batrachus  (Mangur),
Heteropneustes fossilis (Singhi), Eutropiichthys vacha
(Bachwa), Mystus cavasius (Tengra), Mystus seenghala
(Tengra), Mystus vittatus (Tengra), Bagarius bagarius
(Gaunch), Xenentodon cancila (Kawa), Ambassis nama
(Chanawa), Anabas testudineus (Kewai), Mastacembelus
armatus (Barni).

REPTILES.

The names of the snakes and other members of the reptile group

have been given in Hindi. P denotes poisonous. Np denotes
noN-poisonous,

Lizards.—~Wall lizard, Common lizard.

Snakes.—~—Gehuan (P), Karait (P), Lohiar (P), Amaitar (P)
Awarig (Np), Dhorha (Np), Dhamin (It does not bife bus the tail portion
1§ very poisonous), Patar (P), Katketar (P), Khirrich gehuan (P).

C_helonia.—'l‘ortoises of small sizes have been seen in the market
occasionally,

Crocodile—~Gavialis gangaticus commonl .
been occasionally seen in Gandak and Ganga,,y called as  Gharial has

*BiBLioGRAPHY : Bainbridge, Fletcher and. Inglis: Birds of an Indian Garden

{Thacker Spink and Co., Ltd., Calcutta).

Hugh Whistler : . .
London)g. istler : Popular Handbook o.f Indian Birds (Gumey and Jackson,

CHAPTER IL
CLIMATE AND RAINFALL,

CLIMATE.

Muzafiarpur district enjoys generally a bracing and healthy climate.
The range of temperature is not so great as in the Patna Division
in the south; and though the heat is greater than in the delta
districts of Bengal proper, the comparative dryness of the atmosphere
renders itg effects less enervating.

The year may be divided into three well defined periods, viz., the
cold weather, the hot weather and the rainy season. The first
commences early in November and lasts till nearly the end of March;
for though the days then begin to be hot, the nights and early
mornings continue to be comparatively cool and fresh.  The climate
is delightful during this part of the year; the days are bright, warm and
invigorating and as soon as the sun sets, the temperature falls, The
hot season commencing in April is ushered in by dust-storms.  The
heat is intense in May and unless broken by frequent rain, continues
to increase until the gathering of clouds heralds the approach of the

rainy season.

The rain starts about the middle of June. Sometimes, a few
days’ downpour is succeeded by 2 week or ten days of fair weather
before the rains really break. This first outburst is termed the
chhota barsat. 'The rains continue till the end of September or the
middle of October, when the saturated ground beging to dry.  This
is considered to be the most trying season of the year as the air 1s
hot and moist, while the sun’s rays are still poyverful. The tempera-
ture then diminishes and by November the mornings become perceptibly
cool when the winter season comimernces.

RAINFALL.

The district has 18 stations for which rainfall data_ are available.
The average monthly and annual rainfall, monthly rainfall qxpressed
as a percentage of the annual, and the average.nu.mber of rainy days -
(having 0.10 inch or more of rain) for the district and for all the
stations are given in Table 1. The averages are based on data collected

up to 1940.

The district enjoys good rainfall with an annual average of 48 inches,
most parts of the district receiving over 45 inches. ’}fhe rainfall varies
from 88 inches in the southem_most'part of .the dxst.n-ct near Raghopur
to 52 inches in the areas of Bairagnia and Sltamarhl in the north. The
town of Muzaffarpur gets about 48 inches in g year.

17
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The main rainy months with one inch or more are from May to

October. ~ Pre-monsoon showers in May account for about 5 per cent

‘of the annual rainfall followed by 16 per cent in June; July and
August are the rainiest months of the year and combined they receive
over 50 per cent of the total annual rainfall.  September is more rainy
than June. Asin May, the rainfall during October is also 5 per cent.
Thus, over 85 per cent of the annual rainfall occurs during the monsoon
months of June to September.

The average number of days of rain of 10 cents or more for the
district is 46 with 50 or more over a large area. The number of rainy
days of 1 cent or more is about 70. The average rainfall on a rainy
day of 1 cent or more is about 0.6 inch.

Annual rainfall data of all the raingauge stations for the fifty-year
period 1901—50 have been analysed and Table 2 gives the frequencies
of annual rainfall in different ranges at these stations. The table also
includes for each of the raingauge stations the standard deviation, co-
efficient of variability (9,) and the highest and the lowest rainfall values
.expressed as percentage of the mean.

Although the rainfall in the district is good the variations from
year to year are rather large. At one of the stations the highest
annual rainfall has exceeded twice the average and another has recorded
ag low a rainfall as 25 per cent of the average. Generally, however,
none of the stations has had during the fifty-year period 1901—50 more
than twice or fallen below a third of the average. The co-efficient of
variability is high and of the order of 30 per cent,

Table 3 gives the frequencies in different ranges of heavy rainfall
of over 3 inches in a day which has occurred at the different stations in
the district based on data up to 1920. Table 4 gives occasions of heavy
rainfall of over 10 inches in 24 hours, at different stations in the district
based on data up to 1950. It also gives the rainfall on the previous
and succeeding days.

On an average the district gets two to three falls in a year exceeding

3 inches in 24 hours.  Falls of 10 inches or more may occur once in 15

- to 20 years.  All the stations for which the data are included in Table

4 show that they have received more than 10 inches in 24 hours. The

beaviest fall in 24 hours in the district has occurred at Belsand on the.
18th September 1924, the amount being 15.30 inches.

TEMPERATURE AND OTHER WEATHER CONDITIONS,

Muzaffarpur is the only station in the district which has tempera-
ture, cloud and wind data, though they relate to a period of abouf
20 years from 1886. Wherever necessary, the data of Darbhanga, the
nearest observatory station, are supplemented.
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Temperature.
The temperature data of Muzaffarpur appear in Table 5.

The mean annual temperature in this district is 77°F. Temperature
begins to rise rapidly from March and attains the highest records in
the months of April and May which are the hottest months of the year.
The mean maximum temperature in these months is 96°F to
97°F and on individual days maximum temperatures of the order of
110°F are not uncommon. This rising trend in temperature 1s
changed with the onset of the monsoon in the second week of June.
The variations during the monsoon months of June to September are
small. Temperature begins to fall markedly after the withdrawal of
the monsoon in October and the lowest temperature is recorded in
January and February with a mean minimum temperature of 49°F to
52°F in these months. The lowest temperature in thig area is likely
to be of the order of 85°F. The district has only a single maximum
of temperature (in the year) as compared to gtations in the coastal belt
where generally a secondary maximum in the transition month of

October occurs.

The mean annual range of temperature is 20°F with the highest
value of 28°F in the month of March.

Relative humidity.

"Ihev dry bulb and wet bulb temperatures in °F gnd_‘relative
humidity (%) for Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga are given n Table 6.

The average annual humidity in the morning is 80(9%) and in the
evening 55 to 609. The highest humidity is recorded in the
monsoon months when on individual days the atmosphere may be
saturated. The lowest values of humidity occur in the months of
March and April. The humidities on individual days may be as low
as 10 to 159,. The cloud amount is shown 1n Table 7.

Outside the monsoon months the skies are practically clear (less
than 2/10ths).

SURFACE WINDS,

i f days of wind from
e percentage frequencies of number of da ' ]
diﬁeigzmd%rec%ions, throughout the year at Muzaffarpur are given In

Table 8.

The wind speeds are generally low thronghout the year. Calm

conditions prevail during October to January, Winds blow from a

westerly direction from January to March while easterly winds are

predominant beyond this period till the end of September.
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Normal monthly and annual rainfall and number of rainy

MUZAFFARPUR.

TABLE

Station. January. February. March. April. May. June.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sitamarhi A 0.53 0.52 0.59 0.84 3.13 8.30
B . 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.6 5.9 16.7
c . 1.1 1.5 1.0 1.5 4.7 9.1
Muzaffarpur A . 0.52 0.57 .0.38 0.48 1.98 7.70
B . L1 1.2 0.8 1.0 4.1 15.9
c . 1.1 1.7 0.9 0.9 3.1 8.1
Hajipur A . 0.57 0.71 0.41 0.32 1.35 6.71
B . 1.3 1.6 0.9 0.7 3.1 15.2
c .. 1.3 1.5 1.0 0.7 2,2 *7.6
Paru’ A . 0.40 0.55 0.38 0.27 1.45 5.90
B . 1.0 1.3 0.9 0.7 3.5 14.2
c . 1.0 1.4 0.9 0.5 2.2 6.9
Mahua A . 0.53 0.71 0.32 0.33 1.65 6.92
B . 1.2 1.5 0.7 0.7 3.6 1.51
c . 1.1 1.7 0.9 0.7 2.3 7.5
Sheohar A . 0.50 0.50 0.43 0.53 2.27 7.41
B . 1.1 1.1 0.9 L1 4.9 16.1
c . 0.9 1.3 1.0 1.2 3.3 7.4
Pupri A .. 0.44 0.54 P44 0.75 2.57 7.65
B .. 0.9 1.1 0.9 1.8 5.4 16.1 |
Cc .. 0.9 1.3 0.9 1.4 3.6 7.8
Raghopur A .. 0.43 0.54 0.40 0.21 0.95 b.44
B .. 1.1 1.4 1.1 0.6 2.5 14.5
c .. 0.8 1.2 0.9 0.4 1.2 8.1
Sahebganj A ., 0.11 1.01 0.20 0.22 1.77 6.98
B .. 0.2 2.1 0.4 0.5 3.7 14.4
C 0.3 2.2 0.8 0.7 2.2 6.9
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L
days for Muzaffarpur District (data used up to 1940).

July. August. September, October. November, December. Annual.
8 9 10 11, 12 13 14
13.72 11.97 9.67 2.59 0.19 0.16 52.71
© 16.0 22.7 18.3 4.9 0.4 0.3 .
12.7 12.6 9.1 2.6 0.3 0.4 56.6
12.78 12.56 8.65 2.41 0.29 0.12 48.44
26.4 95.9 17.9 5.0 0.6 02

14.1 13.6 9.5 2.5 0.5 0.3 56.2
11.52 11.77 8.06 2.43 0.25 0.13 44.23
26.0 26.6 18.2 5.5 0.8 0.3 ~
13.8 13.1 9.2 2.8 0.5 0.3 55.0
11.29 11.57 7.64 1.78 0.19 0.11 41.48
27.2 27.9 18.4 4.2 0.5 03

12.1 11.9 8.1 2.2 0.4 0.2 47.8
11.78 12.57 8.49 2.13 0.29 0.12 45.84
25.7 27.4 18.5 46 0.6 0.3 '
13.6 13.8 9.2 2.3 0.4 0.3 53.8
11.45 11.31 9.08 2.27 0.24 0.15 46.14
24.8 24.5 19.7 4.9 0.5 0.3

11.4 11.5 8.3 2.1 0.4 0.3 49.1
12.53 12.15 8.03 1.99 0.20 0.10 47.39
26.4 25.6 16.19 4.2 0.4 0.2

10.8 1.7 7.1 2.2 0.3 0.2 48.8
9.23 10.90 7.19 1.64 0.45 0.19 37.57
24.8 29.0 19.1 4.4 1.2 0.5

9.8 11.0 6.5 1.9 0.6 0.3 40.7
12.83 12.88 10.01 2.04 0.27 0.11 48.43
26.5 26.8 20.7 4.2 0.6 0.2

12.1 13.5 10.4 2.5 0.4 0.2 52.2
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1-—concld.
TABLE - - Annual
. November, December. ~ Annual.
- July, ~ August.  September. October -
Station. January. February. March. April. May. June. s o 10 11 12 13 — —
— ' 0. .
3 4 3 6 7 1.95 0.51
1 2 - " 12.87 “10.95 9.45 . ot
; . 1.5 . ; 4.3 : )
Minapore A . 0.31 0.86 0.20 0.39 : o 27.5 24.4 21.0 os o4 50.1
A 0.9 3. . , 2.2 -
> v - i 2.4 7.3 12:4 122 " 0.48 0.22 50.10
) 0.8 1.7 0.6 10 . . 2.34 .
: 0.55 2.22 7.14 14.48 11.89 T 1.0 0.4
. 0.27 0.54 0.23 . . . . a7 .
e . 1.1 2.4 14.3 28.9 287 104 . o6 0.4 40.6
B . 0.5 11 0.5 . : . N
1.0 3.1 6.9 128 19 > 0.3¢ 0.18 41.42
. 06 . 13 0.5 . . . _ 1.47 .
\ 0.18 L1 5.93 10.56 1143 00 . 0.8 0.4
i . 44 0.74 0.54 . . . 5 35 .
Lalgan} A 0 . o . s 25.5 27.6 20.5 , o od 53.8
. 1.1 1.8 1. . . . : i N .
B A “o 12.9 14.2 o8 - 0.26 0.1z 45.49
c . 1.2 1.7 1.0 0.4 9 . 8.31 1.5 :
‘ 12.29 10.53 : ‘
Sursand A 0.32 0.52 0.54 0.78 2.70 7.55 183 3.5 0.6 0.3
5.9 16.6 27.0 2.1 - 0.4 0.3 46.5
B . 0.7 1.1 1.2 L7 ' . o ) )
3.7 \7 2 10.5 10.1 8 502 0.06 014 47.82
c . 0.7 1.2 0.9 1.3 . . 0.35 ) . _
12.56 11.20 . ‘
Sonbarsa A . 0.36 0.54 0.62 0.72 2.86 8.39 ° - 02 0.1 0.3
1 6.0 17.5 26.3 23.4 Lo 02 0.3 5.2
B . 0.7 1.1 1.3 5 . . P ' )
; .4 10.1 10.0 7 195 0.21 0.17 52.79
c . 0.5 1.1 1.1 1.4 3, . 0.38 ' .
13.96 12.25 : 0.3
iragni . .8 2.91 9.59 3.7 0.4
Bairagnia A . 0.40 0.87 0.47 0.83 s 26.4 23,2 17.8 . os 0.3 53.0
i . . ) 1.8 5.5 18. . ‘
B 0.8 1.3 0.9 ; 11.9 12.3 8.4 - 033" 0.1¢ 48.16
c . 0.7 1.5 0.8 1.7 4.3 8. _ 0.40 2. .
12.03 11.50 ’ 0.4
. 0.7
Belsand A .. 040 0.70 0.51 0.47 2.13 8.1 ‘ 5.0
elsan ) 25.0 23.9 19.6 b0 PP 0.3 49.4
B . 0.8 1.5 1.1 1.0 4.4 16.8 . ) . :
11.2 12.6 8.5 L5 0.11 0.09 47.84
c . 0.7 1.5 0.8 0.8 3.0 1.1 11.53 . .
14.39 11.29 . 02 0.2
A 0.27 0.58 0.08 0.24 1.39 622 . 1 3.5 .
Kurnaul 30.1 23.6 24 6 0.1 0.2 46.3
B . 0.6 1.2 0.2 0.5 2.9 13.0 0 .
123 11.4 0 120 0.65 0.17 43.11
c . 0.6 0.9 0.4 0.7 1.7 7.4 : : 8.34 . 15 0.4 -
11.50 12.18 19.4 2.8 o 0.5 52.8
Meachapra A 0.39 0.54 0.30 0.44 1.4 5.99 26.7 28~g 0.8 2.0 : 6.9
B . 0.9 1.3 0.7 L0 3.3 13.9 13.4 3 Lgo 0.30 Oblg 46.
c . 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.7 2.2 7.0 3.88 . o ) .
. 12.29 11.72 19.2 4.3 0.4 0.3 44.6
District A 0.40 0.63 0.39 0.47 1.97 7.14 26.5 256.3 o8 2.2 —
B . 0.9 1.4 0.8 1.0 4.3 15.4 12.1 12.3 —em
c . 0.9 1.4 0.8 0.9 2.8 1.9 e
A—Normal rainfall in inches.
B—Monthly rainfall as percentage of annual normal.
C—Normal

,nummber of rainy days (a rainy day is one of 0.10" or more of rain),
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TABLE
Frequency of annual rainfall in specified
Inches. Sitamarhi., Muzaffar- Paru. Mahua. Sheohar. Pupri. Ragho-
pur. pur.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
5.01—10.00 .. . . 1
10.01—15.00 .
15.01—20.00 1 1
20.01-~25.00 1 1 1
25.01—30.00 1 4 5 2 2 5
30.01—35.00 4 5 3 3 3 8
35.01—40.00 6 6 10 7 10 7 4
40.01-—45.00 6 5 4 10 4 5 7
45.01—50.00 8 8 7 8 6 5 1
50.01—55.00 6 8 5 2 3 9 1
55.01—60.00 7 6 1 5 5 4 2
60.01—65.00 6 4 4 4 3
65.01-—70.00 3 2 1 1 1
70.01—75.00 2 1 1 2 1 1
75.01—80.00 2 .. 4 2
80.01-85.00 2 .
85.01—90.00 1 1 . .
90.01—95.00 .
95.01—100.00 . .
100.01—105.00 ..
105.01—110.00 .. . . 1 .
Number of years 50 49 40 46 46 44 32
Mean rainfall in  54.81 47.00 3858 4525 50.13 49,79  36.64
inches.
S:?Dx:ld'ard Devia- 13.53 12.04 975 1118 156,70 1534 12.32
Co-efficient  of  24.7 25.6 253  24.7 31.3 308  33.6
variability.
Highest rainfall.. 88.80 71.16  58.36  70.41 87.46  105.52  72.52
Highest rainfall 162 151 151 156 174 212 198
as percentage of
mean.
Lowest rainfall .. 27.30 2047 2195  25.92 19.30 24,13 8.99
Lowest rainfall as 50 44 57 57 39 48 25

percentage of
mean.
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Laléanj. Sursand. Sonbarsa. Bairagnia. Belsand. El;:]‘x-
12 13 14 15 16 11
L4
1 .
3 1 1
5 2 2 1 6
6 5 4 3 3 7
7 4 2 3 5 7
3 8 3 1 8 7 ‘
8 3 7 6 4 10
2 4 6 9 4 9
1 6 4 6 1 1
1 3 1 2 2
1 1 2 1 1
1
2 3
1
1
1
37 34 32 37 33 50 .
38.46  43.90 47.37 55.69 47.07 42.46
10.40 10.82 10.99 15.45 14.15 10.25
27.0 - 24.6 23.2 21.7 30.1 24.1 .
64.77 67.40 66.07 98.21 79.95- 69.92
168 154 139 176 170 165
18.71  22.90 27.29 33.63 21.04 25.66
49 52 58 60 45 60

2.
limits period (1901—1950).
Minapur. Saheb- Katra.
ganj.
9 10 11
1 .o .
2 1
7 1 4
7 3 53
(] 3 7
7 6
4 6 5
3 2 3
1 . 3
1 1
. . 1
. 2
.o 1
1
39 16 39
42.90 45.83  50.80
10.50 9.83 14.66
24.5 21.4 28.8
68.24 59.79  85.92
159 130 169
20.64 28.52 38013
48 62 59
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TABLE 4.
Heavy rainfall of over 10 inches in 24 hours.
(This table is based on data up to’ 1950.)

Station, Date. Prg;rij)‘us Ofdate.  Next day.
Hajipur 25th June 1897 .. 2.98  10.70 . 2,51
Muzaffarpur 10th August 1904 0.20  13.20 0
Sitamarhi 31st July 1905 - 1.03 11.65 2.15
Sitamarhi .. 30th September 1905 0.056  10.65 0.86
Pupri .. 30th September 1905 032 11.05 0
Pupri ~ 13th August 1906 2.65  10.16 6.80
Pupri 18th September 1935 0 1001 1.80
Muzaffarpur 25th June 1913 .. 0 1150 0.21°
Katra 18th September 1913 0 11.00 0
Lalganj 12th September 1915 6 10.93 0.45
Hajipur 8th September 1918 415 12,00 0.10
Kurnaul 7th September 1918 0.85 12.10 2.50
Muzaffarpur 15th September 1921 1.85  12.35 ]
Sheohar 18th September 1924  0.20  12.50 9.50
Belsand 18th September 1924 820 1530 0

- Katra 11th July 1933 .. 6.40 14.80 0
Sitamarhi 18th September 1935 3.70 ~12.63 2.72
Sheohar 28th June 1938 .. 090  15.57 5.16 -
Belsand 28th June 1938 .. 0.43 10.40 3.60
Katra 4th August 1941 1.40 10.35. 0
Sahebganj 3rd September 1946 0 12.00 0.14
Sitamarhi 19th July 1949 .. 0.54  10.00 2.50
Katra 30th October 1949 0.75 10.00 0
Bairagnia 16th August 1950 0 10.50 0.60
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TABLE 5.
_(1886—1920)
g 5 e g : k] @
5 = g =
ElE |2 E 12 |E
§E.=4 S 5 <3 Y g P =
g Ee 2 ge 2. | o | %
Months, 2 | ,g | & g | Hu 2 :
EY: & & 5 i EBo 3 S
38 £l g e g2 8 3 5o
< 3 B 8 % 8 23 23 Eo
g B | o B o g8 | 83 | =8 | o35
g g 3 g ] 0 & BE 2 8 32
@ o Q O =2 o g, 29 [} f
= = = = o < ]
1 2 3 4 5 ’ 6 7 8
January .. 72.8 49.2 61.0 83.0 37.0 46.0 23.6
February ... 77.0 52.1 64.56 95.0 36.0 59.0 24.9
March 87.9 60.1 74.0 103.0 45.0 . 58.0 27.8
Apr.il 96.4 69.9 83.1 108.0 54.0 54.0 26.6
May 97.1 75.8 86.5 110.0 64.0 46.0 21.8
June 93.8 78.6 86.2 108.0 87.0 41.0 15.2
July 90-2 79.1 84.7 100.0 71.0 29.0 11,1
Avugust 89.1 78.8 83.9 97.0 73.0 24.0 10.3
September 89.2 77.9 83.5 96.0 70.0 26.0 11.8
October 87.7 70.8 79.3 95.0 58.0 37.0 16.9
November 81-5 58.9 70.2 91.0 46.0 45.0 226
December ... 74.3 49.8 62.1 82.0 40.0 42.0 24.6
Annuasl 86.0 66.0 76.0 | 110.0 36.0 74.0 10.0

Months.

January
February
March
April

May

June
July
Angust
September
October
November
December
Annual

January
February
March
April

June
July
August

September

Qctober
November
December
Annual

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August

September P

Octobher

November sw

December
Annual

May .

-n
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TABLE 6.
Muzaffarpur ~ Darkhanga
08.00 hrs, 08.00 hrs.
Dry Bulb Temperature °F.
54.3 55.8
58.4 59.6
69.4 71.6
79.2 80.8
82.8 83.0
83.3 83.5
82.4 83.0
82.0 82.7
81.9 79.2
77.8 80.1
66.7 68.5
56.4 58.1
72.9 73.8
Wet Bulb Temperature °F.
52.6 53.5
55.3 55.5
62.3 62.4
71.0 70.8
76.4 74.9
79.3 78.8
79.9 79.7
79.7 79.2
79.1 4.7
74.1 74.0
63.5 64.2
54.4 55.8
69.0 68.6
Relative Humidity (9,).
89 - 85
81 % .
65 57
65 59
73 67
83 80 -
89 86
90 85
88 80
83 74
83 78
87 86
81 76

29
17.00 hrs.

68.7
4.1
85.2
96.2
92.3
89.5
87.3
86.4
86.1

" 84.0

76.1
69.0
82.9

60.2
64.1
66.4
71.2
78.0
81.0
81.0
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TABLE 7.
Muzaffarpur  Darbhanga  17.00 hrs.
Months. 08.00 hrs,  08.00 hrgs. "
Cloud Amount.
January 1.4 2.0 1.6
February 1.3 2.1 2.9
Marf:h o 0.9 1.6 1.4
April P 1.0 1.7 1.7
May - 1.4 3.0 2.1
'June . . 3.8 6.0 4.5
July . . 5.5 7.6 6.3
August nes 5.4 7.6 7.2
September ... 3.7 5.9 6.1
Qctober 1.4 2.4 2.3
November .., = 0.5 12 1.2
December e 0.6 1.1 1.7
Annual 9.2 3.5 3.2
TABLE 8.
— | f1 3144 | . i B89t
g 8 5 g » & > & 8 E > g
) a 18 =} ] = 8‘ ® g 3
SlelEleis|l8|8|2]la |3 |=z|Aa
I
1 2 3 4 5 ’ [ 7 8 9 10 11 ‘ 12 l 13
l
North 1 1 1 0 2 2 1 0 -1 0 1 1
North-east 11 4 5 8 8 11 5 8 5 3 2 1
East B 8 15 31 41 38 33 33 26 12 5 3
South-east 3 4 10 21 31| 26 25 24} 20 9 4 1
South . 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0
South-west | 11 11 14 4 0 1 2 2 2 2 2 5
West 16 18 22 11 1 2 4 3 >6 7 8 11
North-west 7 8 8 6 3 3 4 3 5 b b b
* Calm 56 46 25 18 14 16 23 26 35 [} 73 73

CHAPTER IIL
DAILY LIFE.

RECENT TRENDS.

The daily life that 1s prevalent at the present time either in the .
towns or in the villages in this district is somewhat different from the
daily life that was in vogue about thirty years back. The changes are
more visible in the urban areas. Some of the factors that have brought
about the changes are the spread of western education with all its
corollaries, spread of libraries and the influence of the Press, economic

. condition, improvement of communications and more facilities for

amusements and entertainments. Another social factor is a slow
integration of some of the communities particularly in the villages. There
has been a change in the social values of castes and communities. The
land reforms policy of the Government has also been an important factor
in doing away with the economic status of the intermediaries like the
samindars. At one time the zamindars and the high caste men, both
in the rural as well as in the urban areas of the district, were the natural
leaders of the people. The English educated person had a fascination on
the villagers. Bu at the moment, it cannot be said that there is anything
like natural ledership as exclusive to any particular caste or community.
The English educated person has not the same premium in the villages
because of the unemployment incidence among them. The influence of
the Press particularly the Vernacular Press has been considerable in
bringing about changes in the mental outlook affecting daily life.

The villages, however, had to struggle for existence as there was
more attention paid to the provision of amenities for the urban areas.
The abolition of the zamindari had, at the first instance, led to a swing ’
of migration for the intelligentsia and the rich from the villages to the
towns. The present policy of the Government, however, is to bring
about an adjustment between the villages and the towns and to raise the
value of the villages by disintegrating the previous centralised adminis-
tration at the district headquarters. Any important and big village in
the district now will have quite a few of the subordinate officials. This is
a new feature. The Gram Panchayat system has a great role to play in
raising the status of the villages. In a big village, there may now be
& Block Development Officer, a Karmchari, a Mukhiya, a Gram Sewak,
a Co-operative Inspector, & Veterinary Assistant, a Health Assistant, an
Overseer, ete. This picture is quite different from what we had some time
before when in the rural area, the only static official normally was the
police thana officer. With the emphasis on development work, the

_villages have assumed & new role.

There is another great factor influencing the social and daily life in
this district. North Bihar is famous for its melas and fairs. This

district has a large number of melas some of which attract thousands of
‘persons. When the crops are reaped, people are free to participate in

81
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these melas and fairs. Whether originating in economic, religious or
social reasons, these melas and fairs do not appear to have dwindled in
their importance. They still attract a vast floating population and there
is always a large turnover of saleable commodities including livestock.
The two important festivals which still attract huge crowds are
Ram Navami and Vivah Panchami or Sita Vivah.

Ram Navami.

Ram Navami is observed to celebrate the birth anniversary of
Rama held to be an incarnation of Liord Vishnu. It is observed every
year on the ninth day of shukla paksha in the month of Chaitra.
However, Vaishnavas begin the festival as early as the first day of shukla
paksha and conclude on the ninth day. This is also observed by Shaktas,
believers in the Adishakti Bhawani, goddess Kali, It is an interesting
fact that Ram Navami is preceded in the night by Vasanti Navaratri
which is generally observed by Shaktas, and on the day following, on
which day, at noon, Rama was born, Ram Navami is observed. The
birthday of Rama is celebrated in all important temples of Rama and
Sita and in the Vaishnava temples. On the ninth day of the shukla
paksha, at noon, when the sun reaches the meridian, the priest of the
temple publicly exhibits a cocoanut or cucumber (khira), puts if in a
cradle and announces the birth of god. ’

On this occasion congregations are regaled with stories of the exploits
of the great hero Rama who conquered Lianka (Ceylon) and killed the
demon king Ravana. At places, religious dramas and dances depicting
episodes from Rama’s life, known as Ramalila are organised. On the
birth-day of Rama many religious-minded people observe fast, while
others take only fruits and milk.

Vivah Panchami.

Vivah Panchami is observed to celebrate the marriage anniversary
of Rama and Sita. It is celebrated every year on the fifth day of shukla.
_paksha in the month of Agrahan. On this occasion people, chiefly ladies,
from far and wide rush to Janakpur on the border of Nepal where Rama
and Sita had entered into the tie of marriage. The ceremony is celebra-
ted with all the pomp of the marriage ceremony of an oriental prince and
princess. A barat (bridegroom’s) party is organised, a boy acts as Rama
while another as Sita and others as the associates of Rama and Sita. As
mentioned in the Ramayana the sacred bow is broken by Rama and Sita
is wedded to him. On this occasion a big mela is held at Janakpur.
These two festivals are more fondly looked forward to by the ladies in
this district and have a great influence on the social life of the Hindus.
The other socio-religious festivals of importance are Chhat, Gopashtami,
Mahabiri jhandah, Jhulan, Durga Pujah and Dewals.

The melas and fairs bring to the villagers commodities which have now
become a part and parcel of the village household. Articles like lanterns,

- torches, bicycles, better types of shoes, various toilet articles for the
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ladies have a very good sale in these melas. In spite of better
communications bringing the towns and urban markets nearer, the
melas and fairs have still their fascination and use for the rural public.
On the social side also these congregations of the villagers have helped
to break up the rigours of casteism and orthodox habits. They have
also helped to liquidate the parda system to a very great extent. The
melas and fairs are patronised more by the women-folk.

DamLy LiFe.

The daily life of the people varies according to different status and

' avocation of the castes or classes. Rich people whether in the urban

or in the rural areas will have a different routine than that of a poor
man, & day labourer or an office assistant or a petty shop-keeper. In
the urban areas, the common pattern of daily life of the intelligenfsia
class of people is that the person rises early in the morning and
gets ready after his bath and breakfast within an hour. He reads the
newspaper or has some chat and then turns to the call of his profession.
This is the usual routine for a doctor or a pleader, a school or college
teacher, a businessman and a Government servant. By 10 A.M. he is
ready after a meal for the school, college, court or other place of
business. In the evening, he will probably study, visit friends or a
club or some amusement centre or spend the evening with the family.
A lawyer or a doctor will have to deny himself the pleasures of social
amenities some time after dusk‘because of the demand of his profession.
Usually the businessman stays at his place of business till quite late in
the night. Amusements like cinemas or theatricals will not be normally
resorted to as a part of daily life.  Probably once or twice in the week,
one will pay a visit to the local amusements. The Sundays or other
holidays are usually spent in resting or visiting friends or visiting some
amusement centres. Taking holidays over a continued period to break
the monotony of daily life is still rather uncommon to the average man.
With the development of tourism and railway facilities this is, however,

likely to develop.

The office assistants and the persons associated with the offices,
courts, etc., in the towns have a regular pattern of life. By 9-30 a.m.
or 80, he is to get ready for office and after a quick meal, he will be in
the office by 10-80 A.M. Cheap literature and particularly novels are
frequently read by them in the night. In the noon he has a cup of tea
with some snack.

A day labourer in the town starts his work early in the morning
and returns by 6 P.M. or so. His meal is either taken to the site by his
people or he has some dry food like chura, sattu or bhunja. The
labourer in the town has seldom the opportunity to have a meal at his
house on a working day. Usually by the evening he comes back very
tired and has to relax himself.

The daily life of a big land-owner or a big farmer in- the country-side
starts early in the morning. He will normally supervise the work of the

8 8 Rev.
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labourers. If he is a petty land-owner, he will usually do a part of the
manual work. Village politics and his own cultivation affairs take away
most of his time.

The labourer in a village takes some food cooked over-night known
as basia early in the morning and goes for his work. He works in the
field whole day and usually has no proper mid-day meal. If at all, a
meal is taken to him by the women-folk of his family. This meal
usually consists of cooked rice and probably some spinach (sag). He
comes back home in the evening and after a wash he has his substantial
meal in the night and retires. This meal will also be cooked rice,
probably a little dal and some vegetables. The meal at the night is
usually taken quite early and by 8 ».M. or so a Jabourer’s household has
retired. The women-folk of his family would add a little to the family
income by working in the house of some rich neighbour. They would
keep themselves busy in cooking food, washing clothes, looking after the
children or do a little marketing. They will also scrape grass for fodder
or pluck some leaves for the same purpose.

The average town wage-earner will go to his place of work after
taking some snack, the quality of which depends on the financial means
of the family. If he is a mechanic, mason or a carpenter or belongs
to a slightly higher wages group, he will probably have some chapati
made of wheat and a vegetable and probably some gur or a cup of tea.
Some of them also take a hastily cooked meal of rice. This type of
wage-earner in the town goes to his work with some chapatis for his
mid-day meal. His substantial meal is in the night on return from
work and consists of rice, dal, and some vegetables and very occasionally
meat or some fish. Meat or fish or even dal daily, however, does not
find place in the menu of an ordinary wage-earner in the town or in
the village who earns from Rs. 1-8-0 to Rs. 2-8-0 a day. The women-folk
have to do the same type of work as indicated before.

The women-folk of the average wage-earner’s family in the town try
to supplement the income by keeping goats or poultry if there are facili-
ties. This is particularly so with the Muslims. If the wage-earner of a
lower income group belongs to a caste which does not observe parda
the women-folk will probably add to the family income by hawking
fruits or vegetables.

Foop.

It is not financially possible for the ordinary lower income group
faml!y to.have any balanced diet and the food taken is particularly
deficient in protein or fruits. The middle clags or- the upper income
group, however, tuke a very small quantity of meat or fish probably
about ‘twice a week. The size and the income of the family control the
menu of the middle class whether of the upper income group or of the
lower income group, both in the urban and rural areas. It is only the
night meal in the family that is usually looked forward to as this meal is
taken at leisure with the members of the family. This meal does not
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much differ in the quality from the morning meal. Rice, chapati, dal,
some vegetables and probably some milk form the usual menu with an
occasional variation with a very small quantity of fish or meat or sweets.
Eggs have not yet become an ordinary item of food in the rural areas.
With the rise in the price the middle class of lower and higher income
groups are slowly turning more to meat than fish. Ghee as a cooking
medium has become a casualty and hydrogenated oil is now the common
cooking medium. Ghee adulterated with hydrogenated oil has a ready
market. KEven hydrogenated oil is being adulterated.

ENTERTAINMENTS.

Burdened with economic pressure there is mnot much scope for
amusement or entertainment in the daily life of an average middle class
family. The people of the country-side unfortunately waste a lot of
their leisure in laziness and discussion of village politics or the current
gossips in the neighbouring town. It is, however, a pleasant feature
that bhajans, kirtans, Sat Narayan puja, milads are an _ attraction.
Jatra parties, wrestling and theatricals have a strange fascination for
the villagers. Cinemas are g great attraction.

INFLUENCE OF COURTS.

A section of the middle class people of the country-side is in the
habit of attending the court and this appears to be both
a necessity and a form of entertainment. Usually in the villages
there are professional pairbikars who are the link between the
lawyers and the litigant public. Such people are taken by the
litigants to the court for getting their work done. Their daily life is
to leave the village on the previous night or in the early morning if
there is a convenient train or a bus and carry with them the parties.
They will visit the houses of the lawyers, get the cases ready and spend
the whole day in the court and will come back to the village in the night.
They bhave a busy life.

AFrLUENT CLASS.

The daily life of the people belonging to the more affluent class whe
are not in any profession or business, whether in the urban or in the
rural areas rather moves in an idle groove such as taking a heavy: meal,
long siestas, visiting friends and places of amusements, etc. With the
abolition of the zamindari this class is affected and has got to be work-
minded. Muzaffarpur district had a nu'mber. of families both in the
interior and in the towns known for their aristocracy and culture.

LADIES.

i 1e house of a middle class family both in the rural and
urbaJ]iJ ag;::s(){);\lr: to do a lot of household work. It is difficult for a
middle class family to indulge in a number of servants. The' average
middle class family which depends on service or a profess!on for hvehh'ood
can afford to keep only one servant or a maid-servant either whole-time
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or part-time to help-the ladies in their household work. The boys do
not usually help the ladies in their household work even though they can.
The adults also hardly do any household work excepting a little
marketing. The ladies have to look after their children, do the cooking,
clean the house, wash, sew or mend the clothes of the family apd_ at
their leisure time they would probably do a little needle-work, knitting
or some embroidery work. The young girls of the urban middle class
family are usually sent to the schools and so the mistress of the house
is deprived of their help in running the household excepting on holidays.
On such holidays the girls are usually employed in sewing, knitting,
embroidery work and to help in cooking. It is only in very few middle
class families that girls are taught music. The cinema has definitely
developed in the girls a liking for music and dance. The ladies of a
middle class family usually devote a portion of their time in making
achars (pickle), burees, morabbas or to desiccate vegetables and dry
them (sukhauta) to be used in the rainy season when vegetables are
scarce and expensive. Certain handicrafts, however, appear to be
dying out amongst the ladies at the moment. Such handicrafts are
making baskets from particular kinds of reeds called siki and munja,
sewing cloth covers, making artistic designs on cloth with shells, etc.
The reason is not far to seek. The economic pressure has made the
ladies turn to such occupations as will be more useful for the family.
It is quite common now for the ladies to knit sweaters, mufflers, hose,
etc., and naturally they have no time to make cloth covers for pandan
as pandan itself is becoming a Inxury, or make a basket of siki and
munja which could be bought if necessary for a few annas. The spread
of female education has definitely led to a better tone in the average

middle class family, a distinct change for the better in food, dress and
mode of living.

TOILET.

Normally people both in towns and in villages are early risers.
Bathing is a common habit. A good deal of attention is paid to personal
hygiene. The mouth is usnally cleansed with twigs of nim, bamboo,
karanj, chirchiri, bat, etc. The twig is also split into two parts and
a part 1s used to clean the coating of tongue. The use of tooth brush
and tooth paste is more confined to the richer and urban class of people.
Clay or soap is largely used. Use of soap has tremendously gone up.
Massage of the body with oi! is a common practice, particularly in the
middle and upper class people. The oils that are used are mustard,
cocgnut,.gulr.ogan, til or some other scented oil. Ladies usually shampoo
their hair with clay, amla or curd mixed with mustard oil. Bottled
shampoo has not yet made a headway. On some days ladies also
massage with oil or a paste made of turmeric before bath. Males
generally do not have this turmeric massage. Use of itr or musk for
ceremonial occasions or to show honour to g guest is dying out. The
use of soap has become common and ig pushing out sajimats ( a kind of
clay), and ritha (soap berry) which were in common use before,
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DRESS, ETOC.

Shoes are not used commonly by the labourers or people of lower
income group. Use of shoes is common in the middle class families
both in the rural and urban areas particularly when going out of the
house. There has not been much change in the wearing apparel of
ladies excepting in the cut of the dress or mode of wearing them. Use
of shalwar and dopatta is becoming more popular particularly for the
young girls in town. During the last war owing to the high prices of
dhoties men-folk started using trouserg and this has stuck. A pair
of trousers will last longer and is more economical in the long run than
a pair of dhoties. Use of half pants or shorts is also more in vouge
now for school-going children. Boys in the colleges wear trousers
which was very unusual 30 years back. Buttoned up or open neck
coat is becoming a casualty among the younger generation and bush
shirts are replacing them. Open neck shirts mostly half sleeves, a pair
of trousers or dholi or payjamas are the usual costume of the average
middle class males for out-door wear. The western costume of a pair
of trousers, shirt, with tie and an open neck coat for office purposes 1s
being slowly replaced by trousers and bush shirt or buttoned up coat.
For ceremonial occasions mern wear kurta and payjama or sherwani and
churidar payjama or a buttoned up short coat (prince coat) and a pair
of trousers. Use of'turban or cloth cap for the head is distinctly on the
decline. Tadies have their finger nails painted by the barber woman
or themselves on ceremonial occasions. Mehdi leaf decoction is the
usual material for such painting. Lip-sticks, rouge or other toilette
articles for ladies are no longer confined to a very small and negligible
percentage of richer families in towns. Jewellery is more worn by the
ladies while going cut of the house.

SALUTATION.

The custom of salutation is an integral part of the daily duty.
Salutation by touching the feet or knee is supposed to be the most
intimate and affectionate. Raising of both hands and touching the
forehead and uttering the word ‘‘ pranam >’ or ‘‘ mamaste ™’ is the
usual mode of salvtation. It is also customary to touch each other
as a mode of affection and salutation. Exchange of smile.is also a
recognised form of greeting. If two equals meet the usual mode of
salutation may be by just touching each other with their right hand.

Hermits or gurus or persons who are very senior and highly
respected are usually saluted by uttering * dendwat ' and by joining
the two hands and by lowering the body and touching their feet.
Previously caps or turbans used to be taken off when salutations were
offered to the superiors or at the temples. This mode of salutation is

also dying out.
EATING PLACES.

A remarkable new feature in the towns is the growth in the number
of tea, pan and sherbat stalls and cheap eating places which often



38 MUZAFFARPUR.

make encroachments on public roads. Owing to the congestion 1n
the towns many people have to come from the villages and have to
take a snack meal and these eating houses cater for them. Usually
fried food (pakorahs), cheap snaks and sherbat, tea or a gimple hot
cooked meal are available in them. A number of (Punjabi hotels and
Bengali sweetmeat shops have grown up in the urban areas,

Tea, lussee (cold drink of curd) and sherbat are the usual drinks
served in restaurants and hotels. Coffee has not made much headway.
The big towns in the district each have one or two bars 'Where stronger
drinks are available. The bhathi khana or the country liquor shops are
common feature in every town and also In some of the larger villages.
Tari or fermented palm juice is a popular beverage In the summer
season. Tari is the poor man’s heer. Smoking is spreading. Cheap
cigarettes have a ready market. Biris and khaini (chewing tobacco)
are for the labourers and cultivators. Cigars are confined to an intellec-
tual minority.

CoMMON FOODSTUFF AND COOKING.

A brief mention may be made of the common food and its method of
cooking. Among the cereals used rice ranks easily the first and then
comes marua, maize and wheat. Fish and meat are the principal items
of non-vegetarian food. Game birds, chickens, ducks or eggs hardly
come in the ordinary menu. Fruits also are not a common ltem of the
dietary excepting probably plantains or mangoes during the season
provided they are cheap. Sweet potatoes, sattu, litti, chura and curd
(dahi) occupy the first position in the menu of the average common man.
Milk is a common item for those who could afford. Milk is consumed
purely as milk and also in the form of curd, ghee, butter and chhena.
The milk of both cows and buffaloes is used. Goat milk is coming into
vouge in the towns.

Potatoes, parwals, ladies’ fingers, lauki, komhra, brinjals and
caulifiowers are the common vegetables. The use of onion is becoming
common. Garlics are not very much used. Salad consisting of slices
of tomato, radish, onions, etc., has been introduced in the last few years
both in the villages as well as in the towns.

Several methods of cooking are in vouge. Roasting in fire is one
of the primitive methods of cooking but is now confined to making
what is known as chokha by adding salt, mustard oil, green or red
pepper to the potato or brinjal or any other kind of vegetables roasted.
Some grains such as wheat, barley, gram and maize are scorched and
used as food (oraha). Frying is also a common method and grains like
paddy, rice, flat rice, gram, maize and peas are usually fried by putting
them on the body of the fire or on hot sand. The grains fried in this
manner go by name of bhunja. Frying with ghee or oil but without
water is resorted to usually for preparing vegetables known as bhunjia
or chakka (big flat pieces of vegetables coated with besan).
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Another process which is coming into use is stewing vegetables or
meat in closely covered pots with ghee or oil and some condiments or
even just in water. By this method one can get stewed vegetables or
meat which is easily digestible and this is more or less confined to the
middle and upper class families with an acquired taste for food without
spice. Another method of cooking 1s to steam vegetables or meat in a
closed cooker or in a closed utensil. Ghee, mustard oil, some other
kind of oil, or hydrogenated oil is the usual cooking medium.

Chapatis or bread are usually baked with the help of the utensil
known as tewah or pan for baking them on the fire. They are not
placed long either on the pan or on the fire. Parathas or thicker
chapatis and kachauris fried in ghee or hydrogenated cooking medium
are considered a delicacy. Salted fried snacks are kept in stock for a
quick repast.

Food is ordinarily cooked on an open oven which has two mouths.
They are made of clay or bricks and there is an opening below through
which the fuel feeds the fire and the items of food are put in two pots
and are prepared simultaneously.

Vegetarian food has also a variety, some of which may be mentioned
here. They are various kinds of sweets and kheer prepared from milk,
raita, karhi-bari, various kinds of papars, tilauri, adauri, kumhrauri.
Special kinds of sweet pudding are prepared with the help of milk,
ghee and dried fruits such as pista, kismis. Kachauri or pooree, or polao
with or without some vegetables could be made very savoury. Poorees
stuffed with powdered gram or sattu or with pulse and ghee are very
much liked. They are also offered to the family deities in temples.

The culinary condiments which are generally used in the pre-
paration of savoury dishes are turmeric, cumin-seeds, red pepper, black
pepper, ginger, cardamoms both big and small, cloves, corriander seeds,
cinnamon, nutmeg, mace, cassia, cubeb, mustard, saffron, onion, garlic
and green chillies.

Meat is prepared in various ways. Kabab, korma, kalia, doh-piyaja
and curry are the legacy of muglai or Moslem cooking. Roast, stew,
cutlets, steak chops, etc., have come into the menu from the West
Spices, chillies, saffron, black pepper, vineger, turmeric, etc., are the
condiments largely used for cooking meat.

The utensils used for cooking in common household are batlohis
for cooking rice or pulse, cauldron of brass or iron, 'ﬂat pans, tongs for
catching hold of and taking out breads, jhanjh for taking out poorees from
the hot ghee in which it is fried, karahi, a kind of high edged pan for
preparing pua or falebi (sweets).

A special room is usually set apart if accommodation permits for
the kitchen and the verandah is commonly used for taking food. The
family sits in a verandah in a line and food is served hot and quick from
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the kitchen. Previously cooks used to be drawn from the Brahmin
caste. But now cooks of other castes are also employed even by higher
caste Hindus. Particularly in families which do not observe caste
restrictiong Dusadhs or Kahars are commonly employed as cook. Muslim
cooks are also in demand.

Among the prohibited food mention may be made of beef and pork.
Beef is taboo for Hindus and pork is taboo for the Muhammadans.
This prohibition still holds its own both in the towns and in the villages.
But the other taboos, current twenty-five years back, such as not eating
fish, meat, onions, garlic, brinjals or potatoes on a particular day of the
week or on a festival day are not usually observed now. The average
middle class family observes more in breach the customary taboos on
particular food for the New Moon, Full Moon and ekadasi if left to
itself.

TEA AND SMOKING.

Tea drinking has hecome common in the middle class family and
in the group of people belonging to the class of the mechanics, drivers
and other hard manual labourers. Tea drinking has not yet become a
habit with the cultivating class or the lower income group in the villages.
Coffee is absolutely confined to a very small percentage of middle class
families in the urban areas. Cold drinks or sherbat are used very
occasionally and more for ceremonial purposes in a common middle
class family.  Aerated waters are confined to the townships. Cold
drinks prepared with various kinds of seeds of flowers, rose petals,
almond, black pepper, curd and sugar are in vogue . Bhang is also a
beverage indulged in but more on ceremonial occasions particularly on
the pooja, holi and diwali days along with spicy dishes of meat. The
consumption of country liguor is not common in the middle class family.
Foreign liquors are confined to the higher income group of wurban
people. The habit of smoking is spreading particularly among the
younger generation. Ladies of some castes also smoke the hookah.
Hookahs or hubble-bubbles are dying out. Biris and cigarettes are
replacing the hookahs. The chewing of pan is very common and the
expenditure of the common middle class family on pan is not
inconsiderable, Cigars have a restricted circle of its adherents.

HosBIESs,

Reading of books or newspapers has yet to become a habit in the
average educated family, whether in the rural or in the urban aress.
Cheap books on light subjects and particularly novels in English or in
Hindi have, however, some attraction. Libraries in the towns are not
so well patronised as the libraries in the villages. Hindi newspapers are,
however, making a slow headway. Libraries in the villages are being

well patronised. Gardening as a hobby has yet to make a  headway.
Indoor games are the usual hobby.

Radio sets are still a luxury both in the urban and rural areas
due to economic reasons. Radios are switched on more for the film
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news than for the educative talks. Unless the prices of the
:23?: s(zs are very much reduced or rr}ore_radios_are set up at different
public places in every township or a big village, it will take quite some
time for the common man to become radio-minded. As alreadx men-
tioned amusements and entertainments hardly form a regular feature
in the life of the average comman man. Popular lectures, art exhibi-
tions, and cultural shows have not yet become a regular part of the
civie life.

PAsSTORAL SONGS.

Pastoral songs have still a prominent role in the daily life of the
villagers. They are full throated songs by men and women while
working in the field at transplantation of paddy or harvesting the crops.
The theme is generally a love episode or a famous battle of the past.
Sweet and melodious they are often in the form of question and answer.
They are important for their musical value. These unrecorded lyrics
are handed down from generation to generation by work of the mouth.

Many songs have been lost.

With the advent of spring in the month of March, men begin to
sing a type of song full of mirth, joy and rather suggestive appeal to
women known as holi. This is sung till the festival of holi at the end
of the month of Falgun. Holi is not sung mn any other season. With
the rabi harvest ready in the field in the month of Chaitra, they begmn
another type known as Chaiti. These songs weave & thread roun{I tlﬁe
romantic love of the newly wed couples or lovers. This goes on till t le
thrashing and harvesting of rabs crop. It marks the close of the cycle
of harvests and a fresh start is made by sowing new crops wh_lch require
water after a month or two. Songs sung during this season, 1.e., before
the rains seb in in the month of Asarh and also during rainy season, 1.e.,
Shravan and Bhado depict cloudy scenes, torrential rains and thunders
of the cloud. This is known as ‘ kajli *. It 1s also meant to please
rain-gods to send down rains. Women han,fe their own set up of songs
for this season. They swing on ‘ jhoolas (swings) and sing kajli.
Qometimes when rains are delayed, they come out of the village in
groups and sing songs invoking the pleasure of the‘ral.n-gods..
| Labourers both men and women are fond of singing while paddy
transplantation goes on in the field. They have a special type of sog%s
for this occasion. Women sing son'gs'f'ull of l_lumour and Jokes while
men sing romantic amorous songs inviting thel_r sweet-hearts to come
and join them in the pleasant weather. A special type of song known
as * birhg ' is sung on these occasions. Generally the singers go on
composing when they sing. There is not much of established version.
'These songs are not very rhythmic and methodical.

FoLk LITERATURE AND SONGS.

d
i number of such pastoral and folk songs are very goo
‘exam%‘ll;teofa in:a,gination. There are some long descriptive songs,
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delineating chivalrous character of some imaginary personality of the
past ages.  Stories of ‘ Alha * and ‘ Kunwar Vijayee’ are available in
book form. They are very popular. Many villages have got a man
who remembers the whole story in verse by heart. Sometimes they go
on singing such songs for the whole night at the pressing demands.
They sing them at the pitch of their voice and louder the tone the
better is its effect on the audience. They are not accompanied by any

musical instrument. Nothing is known about the authorship of these
verses.

One or two remarkable writers of songs in people’s every day
language have become very popular. Songs of one Bhojpuri composer
Bhikhariya are very popular. These songs are about village life,
methods of cultivation or some prevalent undesirable questions such as
early marriage, dowry system, ete. They have acted as a powerful
satire on many habits of the villagers. Another writer of importance
is the author of anonymous ‘ Bideshia Natak ’. Tt deals with the life

of a villager who was married early and points out the consequences that
follow afterwards.

Cinema songs have gained in popularity and they seem to be slowly
working against the old folk-songs. The younger generation does not
appear to be impressed by the old music in comparison with the new
lilt in cinema songs. Cinema songs have not, however, got a lasting
hold.  One popular song is soon replaced by another. The old folk-
songs are nearer the life of the villagers and give a truer picture of their
life, culture and habits.

A tendency to enrich folk literature in regional languages has been -

noticed in recent few years among the poets of acknowledged status.
They have attempted at producing folk-songs and their creation is easily
distinguishable from the old folk-songs which were unsophisticated and
natural expression of a villager's sentiments.

‘WITCHCRAFT.

There is still a popular belief in witcheraft influencing the daily
life. There is a notion among the villagers that by practising certain
rites and enchanting certain mantras on the burial ground during the
period of Dasarah and Dewal; festivals, a man or a woman can attain
the superhuman power of killing a creature at will and carrying any-
thing wherever he or she likes. Some near or dear one of the family
is believed to be sacrificed by the practitioner of the craft in the
beginning after which alone that superhuman power is bestowed.
Children are supposed to be their easy prey and every mother tries to
keep her child away from any woman of the village who is suspected
to know this art. There are certain methods of protection such as
applying black ointment in the eyes, tying black strings on the forearm
of the child and wearing certain metallic ornaments containing blessed
ashes or some paper with mantras written on it. When a child falls
ill and is supposed to be under the influence of some witch a priest or
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me spiritual deity 1s inyoked to vls;arg
off the effects. Fantastic stories of cure by such woishlprsn ilr)élpoft :ﬁe
unsophisticated people in getting a firm hold OI%‘Ht e nind of the
i . In many cases of serious illness in a village a o
oot ed to have got supernatural powers 1s found doing something
;?I?lleliggggisly with the surgeon or the doctor; and sometimes he is

more relied upon than the latter.
SNAKE WORSHIP.

1 i i i kes
i inda mythological belief that there is a king of snak
Whic;ll‘h}?gfd:;stieHearth or?, its head. They feel obliged to llltv ifx?r keft,pmj%
the earth on its head aud thus helping the snakes mt . keg[.nilk o
believed that this king of snakes called Sheshanag lovesi] o ta e milk and
fried paddy. This food is offered during a puje to the snakes

month of Sravan.

a tantric is called or the help of so

TrRee WORSHIP.

i f anyan and amla are worshipped by the

il Certam’l’ﬁeins'p?z’; ﬂfg li’s 1éon};idered to be holy and nobody generally
o agfars(i wn or uses its wood for fuel. Spirits are believed to live on
Cl}tslli ‘ and they are worshipped if they happen to lie in the village
D ateide i ar a temple, etc. There are some people who regularly
o n('zhe root of pipal trees in belief that Rama’s devotee,
Hanumanjee, would be pleased with them one day and I\kf)e;t:r:v
superhuman powers on them and hplp them 1In gettllng tsiix a aré
Otll)ler trees are significant for sp_t(aiclﬁ(z1 ieaioniiw C;;gggaolfya pa?t,icular'

i - ered to be

WOJShép'ptedolz)'ecg%l:)Ssi.th%oﬁincoélé;r pujo under such trees at the time
g;) n’mrﬁa}ée and birth in the family. In this way they hope to win th?
;)u ort and help of the spirit living on the trees at the txm}glg
m:flgiage or birth. Some trees are wgrshlpped for getting a;t. c'dlea .
Generally such trees are very old and big. The basis 13 an erotic idea.

HousING AND HOUSEHOLD.

lso in the pattern of houses and household

artigt?lzl;lgyesir? rSh:e(::llrbzn areas. 'll‘)he traditional house v}\;nh 1a, tfew

; s. narrow verandahs and angans with a well, kitchen, %va ory

;glemcc;wshed is now better planned a}flt}tlguglh the %0::‘1 ;Il))a:-‘l?:khlifus:cv(:fi?}?
‘is common and the low mu '

}ierilsé 'iIs‘hlfelilr?g (r)fa;&z]e?tby cement concrete smaller houses. Owing to thg
reat demand of residential houses flat system has been supeirlmpose
& houses which were not built for that purpose and_not_mum privacy
o 1110 - d. The part of the house in the towns which is neglected is
i abovgg ; m. Even in big residential houses very.smgll bath-rooms
the tabérzgen' Housing conditions are rather exacting in every town
in‘ed Of r the' average family the house rent pa,lld represents a blg
anrcent(;ge of Lis income. Although living in flats is gradually coming
ipzf vogue with difficulties about sharing of entrance, l_ntchen, .bath-roo.m,
lavatory, well or tap there are no signs of community cooking coming
in. Even in a small house where there are several occupants everyone

pour water at
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has a separate cooking arrangement. Yet this system of sharing houses
goes to break down many social conventions and caste barriers.

There has not been much change in the pattern of houses in the
villages. Richer people who are building cement concrete houses in the
villages are adopting the models in vogue in towns adding certain rural
features. There i3 more of living space per inmate in the houses in the
rural area. The poor live in very small huts in insanitary conditions.

Another sign of the upgrading of standard of living is in the
provision of more furniture in the household in both rural and urban
areas. The average family has some furniture in the house consisting
of bedstead, tables and chairs. Even in a household of the lower income
group there will be found one or two benches, tables, a couple of stools
or chairs. The families of the higher income groups have the proper
furniture for the drawing and dining and other rooms.

ORNAMENTS.

Craze for ornaments in women-folk still forms a part of the daily
life. Gold and silver ornaments are usually prized by the women.
Brass, copper and other cheaper ornaments are meant for the poorer
sections. Bangles of glass and chains of glass beads and various kinds
of stones have a ready sale. The pattern of ornaments has changed
to some extent particularly with the introduction of the stone-set
jewellery. Owing to the economic reasons heavy ornaments with
variegated patterns are being replaced by lighter ornaments with more
attractive style. Many of the ornaments used by the last generation
are dying out. Ornaments used to be worn by the males a few decades
balck. At present excepting rings males do not wear ornaments as a
rule.

GENERAL.

The outline of daily life described above is a pattern which is
commonly found but naturally it would somewhat differ in particular
communities or castes.

MipprLE CLASS.

It may be mentioned that the upper middle class of the urban areas
formed and still forms the backbone of the culture and intellect in the
dlst_rlct. Some of the zamindars of the last generation were not only
enlightened themselves but they liberally contributed towards the
spread of education and provision of medical relief. They were also
great patrons of music, dance and art. They had founded a large
number of temples and other religious institutions. '

THE Bar.

The Bar at Muzaffarpur and in the mufassil contained some of the
best brains of the province and their contribution to legal knowledge
has been considerable. Muzaffarpur Bar at one time had a sprinkling
of European barristers. ~Mention may be made of one of them,
Mr. Springle Kennedy, whose wife and daughter were killed by the
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bomb thrown by Sri Khudiram Bose to whom reference has been made
in a separate chapter. Fortunately the interest of many of the foremost
members of the Bar of the last few generations went beyond the court
rooms and they were instrumental in founding a large number of
educational and cultural institutions in the district. It was again the
members of the Bar that took the leading part in the various phases of
the political movement. In 1907-08 when a very large number of
raiyats were arrested in Bettiah for refusing to cultivate indigo, it were
some members of the Muzaffarpur Bar who took up the cases of the
oppressed raiyats at Bettiah without any remuneration. When
Khudiram Bose was tried there was no dearth of lawyers in
Muzaffarpur to defend them in spite of the fact that they
incurred official displeasure which meant a lot those days. It was again
the members of Muzaffarpur Bar who were in the fore-front when
Mahatma Gandhi made his historic enquiry against the indigo planters
of Champaran district in 1907. When the Non-co-operation Movement
was started some of the members of the Muzaffarpur Bar threw away
their lucrative practice and joined him. There has been a steady flow
of such members of the Bar to do work for the country till now. It may
also be mentioned that the relationship of the Bench and the Bar at
Muzaffarpur was_all through cordial. The judiciary and the executive
in Muzaffarpur district had some of the well known administrators
under the British regime. The Bar and the Judiciary have a great
contribution to the daily life of the intelligentsia.
THE PLANTERS.

The presence of a large number of European planters who were to
be found probably at a distance of every 10 miles and the existence of a
large number of smaller zamindars were the two other characteristic
features of Muzaffarpur district. Both these communities along with
the other sections mentioned before did contribute a lot towards building
up the social and economic life of the district which go to make up the
daily life of the present generation.

THE ZAMINDARS.

As zamindari has been abolished it may be mentioned here that
many of the existing charitable and educational institutions owe their
existence to the landed aristocracy. By patronising the fine arts the
landlords had kept up the flow of culture from the past. In some of the
old Kabuliyats the social obligations of the landlords were mentioned.
In many cases they had fulfilled the obligation.  Their contribution hag
a lot to do with the daily life of the people, '

The prosperity of the district depends on a simultaneous and
healthy development of both rural and urban areas. The modern
gadgets like torches, bicycles, plastics and radios are mno longer a
novelty to the villagers. The Community Projects, the setting up of
Anchals and Gram Panchayats and the availability of electricify are up-
grading the villagers’ daily life which is compensating the urbanisation

of other areas.



CHAPTER 1IV.
- ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE

INTRODUCTION,

Betore discussing the economic condition of the people it has to be
mentioned that the district is predominantly agricnltural and in spite of
a certain amount of disintegration, the effects of joint family system
are still ingering. It has further to be chserved that one individual
vsually holds a variety of land rights besides earning an independent
income from some other source. He might have been a zamindar
(before the zamindarl was abolished), a tenure-holder, a tenant, a
wage-earer under an employer or an independent wage-carner as an
industriaist.  This feature In the economic life coupled with the
fact that even if there is no active joint family system in the family
the members in their distress may turn to the better placed individual,
explains why in spite of the average income of the common man being
50 poor, there is not that stress of poverty which the average income
should indicate. ~There is a sort of cushion in the family, a padding
in the economic life which absorbs much of the shock of individual
poverty. In spite of a definite trend towards the urbanisation, the
district still exists in the villages.  There has, however, been a very
recent trend of the better class and the infellectual element in the
villages going over to the towns.  This trend, however, has nat vet
assumed a proportion that would upset the economic condition of the
rural areas. This is so because in spite of their flight to the wurban
areas, they have not, nor can they, afford to snap the links with the
villages,

AREA.

The total area of the district is 19,31,520 acres. The average taken
for the years 1945—48 shows that the aversge cultivated area is 15,11,261
acres.  The total culturable waste lands in the district has been
calculated to be near about 59,886 acres. These cuolturable waste
lands can hardly strictly be called as waste because they are mostly
chours or water-logged marshes. When the water dries up, portions
of the chaurs are cultivated. At places, the water of the chaurs is
used for irrigation purposes. Some of these culturable waste lands are
used as grazing grounds or for obtaining grass for thatching houses.
The non-culturable waste lands have been calenlated to be 58,960 acres.
The rest of the area of the distriet is covered with homestead lands,
roads, tanks, ete. Muzaffarpur is one of the thickly populated districts
n the State and it may be said that practieally the entire land area is
fully occupied. The density of the population is acute in spite of
seasona) emigrations.  There appears to be hardly any scope for
extension of cultivation in the district, There is, however, ample
scope for more intensive cultivation on improved lines.
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Liaxpg TENURE.

‘The district had permanent zamindari system of land revenue
settlement. The State Government have acquired the zamindaris and
the intermediary link between the raiyat and the Government bas been
abolished. The zamindars have not yet been paid their full compensa-
tion. At the moment, the class of zamindars has been econqmmally
hit as there is & complete change in their status and sources of income.
But there has been no vacunm created as it is only a very small per-
centage of zamindars that depended only on their zamindari for liveli-
hood before the abolition of the zamindari. Most of the zamindars
had their ample bakast lands and were also tenure-holders or tepants
on their own rights. Some of their sources of income bave not been
touched. It is expected that with the avboh'hon of =zamindari j;bey
will take to, as they.are already taking to, business or other professions.

TENURES.

’ various tenures under which land in the district is held
by dili‘il?lei*zltaﬁasses of tenants. The most important tenure , 58 1thg
occupancy tenure. An occupancy tenant Is a person who ho Sl dz;nc
ooy villyﬁge for 12 years or more or, has acqmre@ an occupancy ho ?o
in the village. The occupancy tenant has the right to bold, or transfer
by sale, gift or inheritance, his holding subject to the obligation to pgy
rent to' t?le landlord, The payment of rent is the first charge OI% ;6:
land. The area of lands under occupancy tenants totals 11,02,
acwsﬁ‘I‘here are a number of other tenures in the district, such as gaer-

iar maiarua-khas, depottar, brahmottar and other service
:’;(:111?;:: —aﬂaugl?zrarggyaggat. Goir-majarua-om lands are 'lands meant
for gen’eral pul;lic use. The outiets‘of Vlﬂ?ge water,ddltchets, smas;l;
strips of land on the road-sides, public grazing grqulq s,the c., erﬁv
usually placed in this category. These lands are net.}lt her 'I‘hee prgg)lon:r
of the landlord, nor the property of individual tenag 8. - ge leasez&
to the village in its collective cqpaczty. These lan ihca, 10t be Joase
out by theclandlord. Gair-majarua-khas Irfmds, onf th: e ‘I‘hé
are lands held by the landlord for the public use of pi 'dualg éenants
i;mdiord has the right to sgttle these I&‘ndsiwmhlaﬁldsw hnal fo ca[;
The landlord has full proprietary right in these wnds, and
transfer part or whole of bis right in this category .

igi i ift of rent-free Iands
i originated in the form of gift o
b tserz‘;ﬁixﬁzg?;eio pr%ests, scholars, etc. Theste 1341’;:(18 areo t;eliasg;
pzrpeteuity free from the obligation of payng rent. In mos

‘nheritance but also by sale, mortgage
they are traneferet o gZdI:};eze paid to the landlord or the

x gift. ??fﬂ?}ge ﬁ‘;fﬁzg But now local cess has to b% paid. The

Goven}menh lands in the district, however, is very small,

o 5“?' tenure under which the tenant holdg land subject b;o
Bh(:uizf liegt ein kind.  Ortchards, pamboo groves, and culturable

paymen
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lands are in some cases held under this tenure. In the case of
culturable lands, the share of the landlord usually varies from 7/16ths to
9/16ths of the produce raised although the common acceptance ig that
half the produce has to be given.  Amendments to the Bihar Tenancy
Act have helped to abolish this kind of tenure.

Another important category of lands is that of the zirat lands.
Zirat lands occupy 4,71,200.58 acres. Due to the previous existence
of a large number of small zamindars, the proportion of the zirat lands
to the total area for the district is very large. The big landlords with
large areas of zirat land have found 1t profitable to settle portions of
the zirat land with some tenants. The smaller landlords find it more
profitable to do personal cultivation of the zirat land,

Another explanation for the zirat lands covering nearly one-third
of the total cultivated land area is the existence in the past of a large
number of European planters in the district. ~The European planters
were always keen to consolidate blocks of land for khas cultivation.
The planters obtained land on long lease and they also purchased
lands from the zamindars., T.ands which were under the actual
cultivation of the landlords prior to the passing of the Bengal Tenancy
Act of 1885 were classified ag zirat lands.

These zirat lands have the peculiar feature that occupancy right
does not accrue in these lands even when they are settled to occupancy
tenants provided the settlement is made from year to year or for a
fixed term of years. The existence of such a large area of zirat lands
in a thickly populated district like Muzaffarpur has important conse-
quences. The landlords were given an opportunity to exploit land-
less agricultural labourers and small cultivators. The burden of
population on land becomes more acute and the size of the agricul-
tural holding for the individual cultivator becomes very small. A
large number of people, thereby, were forced to depend on a smaller
block of land. The only relieving feature of consolidated zirat land
is that the individual ¢an invest more capital on the land and enter
into ambitious schemes for agricultural production on improved lines.

Cess AND RENT.

The cess (local cess) realised during 1949-50 was Rs. 9,24,678, in
1950-51 Rs. 10,53,941, in 1951-52 Rs. 10,08,994, and in 1952-53 it
was Rs. 9,25,314. TFigureg for the total rent collection, and for the
net income from zirat and jalkar are not available. But on the basis
of the cess collected, the annual rental value of the lands of the
district may be estimated at about Rs. 98,70,000 to Rs. 1,05,00,000.
The average incidence of rent per cultivated acre of land comes to
nearly Rs. 6-9-0 per year. But even this figure gives a wrong
impression of the burden of rent on lands held by the raiyats. Zirat
lands and bhauli lands are rated at a lower level for the purpose of
caloulation of cess. Therefore, the average incidence of rent on
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occupancy holdings can easily be estimated at about Rs. 7-8-0 per acre.
The rates of rent in this district are definitely higher than in the
adjoining Wistrict of Darbhanga, which is almost equally thickly
populated. If we compare the incidence of rent in this district with
that of Purnea, we find that the rent in Muzaffarpur district is about
three times that in Purnea district. In the thirtiés when the agricul-
tural prices were very low, the rent of land must have been felt more
heavy.

. Rentg are generally lower in the bigger estates.  Besides, other
rights of the tenants are also less interfered within those estates.
But the division of small zamindaris into small fragments by the
co-sharers has often led to an attempt by the landlord to squeeze the
tenants as much as they possibly can. In these cases and in the
cases of small lease-holders and thikadars, the rents have been consi-
derably pushed up. .

The rent structure in the district has its peculiarities, Rents vary
on account of varioug reasons.  Firstly, there are varlations in rent
on account of variation in the productivity of the lands. The lands
which grow money crops like sugarcane, tobacco, potato, ete., or
lands which grow three or four crops in the year pay higher rent than
other lands.  Variation occurs also on account of the location of the
land. Rents are generally higher in Hajipur subdivision than in
other subdivisions of the district.  Lastly, variation occurs according
as the land falls within a bigger estate or within the estate of a small
proprietor.

Cash rent was the general rule before the zamindari system was
abolished although a considerable portion of the cultivated area was
assessed with rents in kind.  Besides taking almost half of the produce,
the landlord will also take an annual salam: usually Rs. 4 to Rs. 10 per
acre. The salami may also be paid in kind such ag by loaning the
plough or free supply of some labour or supply of milk, etc. The
bataidar is a tenant-at-will who holds land at the pleasure of the
owner. The tenancy legislation has made a provision that a bataidar
if he has continued to cultivate the land for three years or more, could
get the rent converted into cash. Owing to the prevalence of high
prices of grains, the landlords stood to gain a lot by taking half of the
produce.  But commutation of rent into cash was widely encouraged
and rent in kind is becoming extinct.

Another kind of rent payment known as mankhap has now become
out of date. Under this system, the land ig let out on the assurance
of a fixed réturn from the lands.  Mankhap rents are estimafed to
be about Rs. 60 to Rs. 70 per year per acre. ~Zamindars who have
more zirat lands than they can conveniently cultivate and people
engaged in services usually adopted this system. :

It has already been mentioned that for bhau_li land rent in kind
has to be paid. The total area of bhauli lands is 52,873..96 acres.
Nearly 50 per cent of the zirat lands used to be cultivated either under

4 8 Rev.
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batai system or under mankhap system. This gives an area of about
2,35,000 acres. Nearly one-tenth of the occupancy holdings in the
district is cultivated by bataidars.  The area of occupancy holdings
cultivated by bataidars may be put at 1,10,270 acres. Thus, the
total area of the district cultivated under different systems of payments
comes to 3,98,743 acres. The average incidence of rent on these
lands can be estimated at about Rs. 75 per year per acre..

Crops.

Detailed information will be found regarding the important crops
grown in the chapter on Agriculture, The district on the whole has
very favourable soil and climatic conditions for the growing of crops
and fruits. Briefly it may be mentioned that Hajipur subdivision- has
lighter soil and lower rainfall than the two other gubdivisiong of the
district, namely, Sadar and Sitamarhi. In the Sadar subdivision,
some areas have the same kind of soil as in Hajipur while we find
heavy clay in other areas. The areas with light soil and fair rainfall
are specially suitable for the cultivation of fruit trees.  Various kinds
of plantains, mangoes, litchis, guavas and limes are grown 1n
abundance.  Horticulture has a future in this district. = Hajipur
particularly seems a good area for garden-farming combined with
dairy and poultry. The produce will have a ready market in Patna.

Paddy, maize, wheat, barley, arhar  khesari, sweet-potato, tobacco
and sugarcane are the important crops of the district, Sitamarhi sub-
division with heavier rainfall and more clayey soil has better prospects
for paddy.

Mixed cropping is quite common. Wheat or barley is sown with
mustard, linseed, masur or gram. The other type of mixed cropping
1s where two or more crops maturing in different periods are sown
together. ~ Maize is sown with sugarcane and arhar. Maize crop 1s
reaped after about two and a half months while arhar and sugarcane
keep the land engaged for almost the whole of the year. This type
of cultivation reduces the cost, assures two crops in the year and does
not affect the yield of either crop.

Unfortunately, the fruits grown in Muzaffarpur could have had a
better nfarket.  Litchis and mangoes are assured a very good market
in any part of India and even beyond but quicker transhipment 1s
required. For a couple of years, litchis used to be air-lifted to
(Calcutta.  The hottleneck of transhipment at Mokameh Ghat or
Sonepur and Paleza Ghat affects the fruit trade hadly. The opening of
the Ganga bridge at Mokameh. Ghat is expected to have a better effect
on fruit trade. Incidentally, it may be mentioned that there is a
great future for proper canning of fruitg like mangoes and litchis. This
industry was taken up decades before by g pioneer in Muzaffarpur but
it had to close down.

Bugarcane and tobacco are the two important cash crops. Raw
tobacco is consumed locally.  Besides supplying the local market,
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the ‘district exports large quantities of tobacco to Patna, Gaya and
Monghyr districts in the province. =~ Muzaffarpur also exports tobacco
to Caleutta. The variety of tobacco  produced is good for chewing
and also for making cigarettes. ~There are three sugar mills in the
district at Goroul, Motipur and Belsand. A large quantity of sugar-
cane is also used for making into gur. Potato on a large scale has not yet
been properly tried. '
CoNDITION oF CULTIVATION.

Except in a few cases, small scale cultivation with old type
appliances continues. The growing density of population and the
fragmentation of land due to the laws of succession stand on the
way of any large scale cultivation, consolidation of holdings or the
use of modern appliances like tractors. The efforts of the State
Government have been partially successful in introducing some improve-
ments in the method of cultivation. Some improved variety of
‘cattle and better type of ploughs are being introduced. The use of

organic manure is common but the use of inorganic manure has not
vet been popular.

As the agricultural economy absolutely depends on the rainfall
which is variable, provision of irrigational facilities is being encouraged.
The district also suffers occasionally from an excess of rainfall.
Drainage of the extensive chaurs will be of some value to this district.
But a mass drainage of the chaurs for cultivation purposes will not be
good as the chaurs are also pasture grounds and supply thatching
grass.  Periods of drought are also quite common.

Another form which the excessive supply of water takes in some
part of the district is the annual visitation of floods. Portions of
Sheohar, Belsand, Runisaidpur, Majorganj, Sitamarhi, Sonbarsa,
Bairagnia, Pupri thanas in Sitamarhi subdivision, Shakra, Muzaffar-
pur, Baruraj, Katra Kanti, Minapur thanas in the Sadar subdivision
and Raghopur and Mahanar thanas in Hajipur subdivision suffer from
annual floods from the rivers Bagmati, Gandak and Ganga respectively.
The floods damage the standing crops over a large area and hundreds
of houses and also bring in epidemics. Steps are being taken by the
State Government to control the floods of these rivers and to utilise.
their water for irrigation purposes. =~ When this ig done, the health
and the economic condition of the people would immensely improve.
The chapter on Natural Calamities gives more details.

LARGE FaARMS.

Muzaffarpur is one of the districts in Bihar which still have got
some large farms. These are the legacy of the old indigo plantations.
European method of cultivation and manufacture of indigo had started
in the district near about 1785 although there is evidence to show that
there used to be some cultivation of indigo even before the advent of
the British here. On account of the encouragement and special
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favours to the European planters in the hands of the administration,
the plantations and factories grew in number and size. They were
able to create large plantations, at times covering thousands of acres
or even more. During the whole of the 19th century and the first
two decades of the 20th century, the planters were a powerful force
in the district both economically and politically.

The development of the artificial dyes affected the prosperity of
indigo industry severely. The plantationg had grown at the cost of
a certain amount of exploitation of the smaller cultivators.  The
degree of exploitation increased along with lesser consumption of
indigo due to competition from the artificial product. _ The political
agitation of Mahatma Gandhi in 1917 against the oppression of the
indigo planters tolled the knell of the industry.

The planters exercised g very big influence on the economic condi-
tion of the district.  On the one hand, they saw to the maintenance
of good roads for the transport of their indigo and for keeping up their
social contacts, for going to the schools for the tenants and also to
encourage the improvement of crops. Their farms were a sort - of
model to the surrounding area. They were also the bankerg of their
tenants and the agriculturists who brought them indigo, Exercising a
good deal of influence on the administration (at one time they had the
privilege to draw money from the Government treasury on their ownj},
they could do a good deal to ameliorate the condition of those villages in
which they were interested. In case of epidemics or near famine
conditions, the planters would get remedial measureg quickly taken,
if they were interested in those areas.

The planters gave employment to a sizable percentage of the
population.  They encouraged the melas and fairs and frequently
held socials, races, and polo meets. They kept horses and very good
type of livestock.  The Sonepur mela in the days of the planters
attracted commodities and traders from the North-West Frontier
Province to the south. The old documents show that practically all
the first rate Kuropean firmg of Calcutta and Lucknow used to open
their branches at Sonepur fair. The turn-over of the commodities

which included luxury goods besides livestock was enormous.  When'

.we remember that the state of communications was much leds developed
we realise the great significance of these melas and fairs which were
definitely encouraged by the planters.

But, unfortunately, there wag an opposite side also, The planters
usually depended on their subordinate staff {amlas) and' they were
rather oppressive. A large number of abwabs or illegal taxations came
into vogue. The tenants were forced to cultivate indigo on the best
part of the land whether it was economic or not. The tinkathin
system under which the planters made it obligatory on the tenantg to
grow indigo on the portions of the land opened the flood gates of
various types of oppression. It appears that the planters overlooked
the zulum done by the subordinates and their close link with the
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administrative set up reduced the tenants to a state of utter helpless-
ness. There was a social and economic emasculation of the villages
in certain ways. The revolt of the raiyats was natural.

The large farms of the planters who gradually liquidated them-
selves by sale of their farms were purchased by rich agriculturists of
the district or of the mneighbouring districts. Unforfunately,
the standard of cultivation has not been maintained in most cases.
The indigo plantations had been substituted by sugarcane and oat
plantations.  Qat plantations, however, died out when the Pusa
horse farm closed. Some of the old plantations like Kanti, Motipur
and Daudpur, are now growing sugarcane extensively. Kanti concern is
one of the oldest indigo concerns in North Bihar and continues to be
in the hands of an enlightened gentleman-farmer of a well-known
family of Calcutta. The Motipur indigo concern ig now in the hands
of Motipur Sugar Factory. Excepting in these two cases, the other big
farms have been broken up into pieces and sold or leased out to
different individuals.

The use of the modern tractors is limited to the big farms and
sugarcane plantations.  The rubber-tyre bullock carts introduced by
the planters have not yet made much headway.

POPULATION.

It may be briefly mentioned here that the total population of the
district according to 1951 Census is 35,20,739. There is an excess of
59,239 females over males. The urban population consisting of
1,35,696 persons forms a small percentage of the total population.
Although the  percentage of urban population is small, fhere is a
definite swing of the intelligentsia going over to the urban areas from
the villages.  There are no big industries in the towng and that
also explains partially the low percentage of urban population. 90.5 per
cent of the population for the district depends on cultivation.

The people living in the municipal areas of the district mostly
have non-agricultural occupation.  About 35 per cent of the town
dwellers carry on cultivation or work as agricultural labourers.” Simi-
larly there are some people in the villages who live only by some craft.

* Usually even the craftsmen in the villages have some land, or occupy -

themselves in agricultural work during a part of the year. If hoth
these exceptions are omitted we find that about 90 per cent of the
population ig dependent on agriculture. ~ We do not know how many
persons of the district live in the urban areas outside the district or
have no agricultural occupation outside - the district. At a liberal
estimate we can put this category of people at about 3 per cent of the
total population.  There will also be some scope of migrationr or
seasonal migration of labour. - But that will be negligible.

" The total cultivated land area of the district comes to 15,11,261
acres. 90 per cent of the total population of the district is roughly
81,64,918. The cultivated land area gives less than half an acre per
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head of the population depending on land. The incidence of poverty
of the people, therefore, becomes self-evident. Even under the best
conditions agriculture cannot provide a living standard for such large
numbers.  Economic pressure is driving people to move from the
“rural areas in the district or find alternative employment such as
hawking and pulling of rickshaws in the towns. Rickshaw fare is
probably the lowest at Muzaffarpur in the whole of the State. A very

large number of rickshaw-pullers at Patna are inhabitants of Muzaffar-
pur.  This is not accidental. :

INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR.

Muzaffarpur being the headquarters of the Tirhut Division which
is cut off from South Bihar by the river Ganga has its own significance
in a wide scope for assembling industries with a large closed market.
The existence of a number of sugar factories in North Bihar assures a
certain amount of machine repairing work as well. It may be
mentioned here that Messrs.  Arthur Butler and Co. Ltd., of
Muzaffarpur, is now at least 110 years old. Along with Saran
Engineering Works in Saran district, this concern has been engaged in
the manufacture of implements, etc., for the needs of North+ Bihar.
Even with the opening of the Ganga bridge at Mokameh Ghat it is
not expected that there will be a diminution for the scope for assembl-
ing industry for Muzaffarpur town,

Although essentially an agricultural district there was some
development towards industrialisation during the Great War of 1914-
18.  This was evidently out of the necessity felt for the turn-over in
goods which could not be imported from foreign countries. Commerce
and trade flourished for some time and a capital was built up for
reinvestment in certain types of industries. 'The flourish in trade
and commerce was, however, short-lived and the third decade of the
20th century saw a depression in trades. ‘But during the Second
Great World War, the various indigenous industries of the district and
particularly the industry of manufacture of cutlery and "iron goods
‘received a great encouragement.

There are 135 factories registered under the Factories Act. They
are distributed as follows :—

_Sugar s 3
Engineering . . 4
Rice, oil, flour and dal 85
Miscellaneous S, 43

As already mentioned, sugar manufacture could be described as
the main industry in this district. The three sugar factories are
located one in each of the three respective subdivisions. The location
of the sugar factories in all the three cases is ontside urban influence.
It has already been mentioned that the sugar factories are in a way
the legacy of the indigo planters. Under the Welfare State, facilities
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have been offered for ameliorating the conditien of the labour in these
factories.  There is no dearth of labour in any of these factories.
Unskilled labour force is mainly supplied to these factories out of
surplug rural population in the district. :
The minimum wages in the industry have been increased from
about Rs. 10 per month in 1930—32 to Rs. 55 in 1948-49. The same
incidence of wages continues with slight changes. The minimum
wages had decreased from about Rs. 10 to Rs, 6 in 1936-37 and again
increased to Rs. 11 in 1939-40. It may be said that no other industry
has perhaps reacted so favourably to the demands of labour. There
have been, from time to time, legislations affecting the growers,
societies, factories and the labour. The sugarcane cess that 1s
realised is spent for the good of the industry as an item of the welfare
fund. The recruitment of the skilled percentage of the handg does
not admit of any regional limits. '
The industry is a seasonal one and, therefore, employment is
partly seasonal and partly permanent. Seasonal labour consists
largely of unskilled workmen, while some ‘technical men, such as,
fitters, drivers, juice supervisors, chemists are not employed through-
out the year but are allowed a retaining allowance for the off season. No
retainership is, however, allowed to unskilled labour. ~ As the unskilled
labour comes mostly from the rura]l areas who are more dependent on
agriculture or industries associated with' agriculture, it cannot be said-
that much hardship is caused by their discharge. ~There ig no specific
rule laid down for regulating the method of recruitment but according
to the unanimous decision of bi-partite conference of Labour Advisory
Board (Central) and Bibar in 1951 seasonal employees have been given
the right of re-employment. .
There are 5 fairly large engineering workshops. Welfare facilities
to the workers in these engineering workshops are in conformity with
the minimum existing in the sugar factories. ~The district being
mostly a paddy producing area, a large number of rice mills for
husking paddy have been set up. ~ Most of these rice mills are located
in the northern part of the district, i.e., Sitamarhi subdivision and very
close to the Nepal frontiers. ~ Paddy husking is & seasonal mdusfl;lry
and therefore to keep the mills going the employers have aftached dal
and flour sections to it. The labour force in this industry rpostly hails
from the agriculture population. They are usually daily-rated or
casual. They work in these mills when the harvesting or sow1.ri11g
season is over. -This tendency makes the labour force in these mills
rather fluctuating and does not help a proper organisation or modernisa-
tion. The minimum wage in this district 1s Rs. 1-6-0 per .day %eir
worker. Muzaffarpur district has a future for the industry of assembl-

ing parts. ‘ .
i hould affect the
f the important recent phases which s ect th
econgnriiec %ondition Io'?)f the people is the availability of electricity §§
many of the rural areas. Electricity has now been made available 1
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the important parts of the two mofussil subdivisions,
Hajipur. It is expected that in the near future, the av
electricity will lead to the development of
district.  The Pontoon bridge connecting s

Sitamarhi and
ailability of the
‘i'ndustri.es within  the

trade ang commerce.  Without a mixed economy, therg cannot be
much improvement in the economic standard in the district. ’

The present agrarian policy of the State Government in  Bihar
follows closely the agrarian programme drawn up for India. The
Congress election manifesto of 1946 had defin

- there should be reform of the land system nvolying the removal of the

intermediaries between the peasant and the State. It was further
mentioned that while individua) farming or peasant proprietorship
should continue, progressive agriculture as well ag the creation of new
social values and incentiveg require some system of co-operative farm-
ing.  The manifesto had further indicated that in the development of

land and industry, there has to be & proper integration and balance
between rural and urban economy,

The implementation of thig policy has been taken up and as
mentioned before, the abolition of zamindari is one of the main steps
taken.  But before the abolition of zamindari in 1950, other steps had
been taken which were calculated to improve the economic condition
of raiyats. Various amendments ang reforms in the tenancy laws had

been taken up after 1947. They broadly embody the following
provisions :—

(1) if any settled raiyat of the village cultivates any bakast land
of the landlord, he will immediately get occupancy status;

() in settling bakast lands the landlords should give preference
to persons residing in the village or in the neighbouring
villages; the rent must not exceed 10 per cent. of the
average village rate and the salami should not exceed ten
times the rental;

(it} occupancy tenants have been given full rights of excavating
tanks and wells and of constructing buildings on  their
lands for their own use and also for religious and
charitable purposes;

(i) tenants have been given full rights over trees in their holdings
for which they pay cash rent including the trees which
were previously recorded in the names of the landlords;

(v) tenants can send rents by postal money order; and

(v) it has been made incumbent on the landlord to furnish a full
account of the rent payment to the raiyat failing which
be will be liable for penalty.

. Apart from these, some other tenancy measures were taken like
the Bihar Bakast Disputes Settlement Act, 1947, and the Bihar
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these measures

ivi Tenancy Act, 1947. All the
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CHAPTER V.
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND IRRIGATION.

Mugzaffarpur district is an alluvia] fertile tract divided into three
natural divisions by the rivers Baghmati and the Burhi Gandak. The
tract Iying north of the river Burhi Gandak contains the most fertile

land in the district.  The other tracts are good paddy lands.
NATURAL CoONFIGURATION.

The tracts lying south of the Burhj Gandak comprise of three
different natural portions, namely,—

(1) The area between the spill channel of the Gogra on the -

north and the Ganga on the south,  Part of it is covered

by low-lying lands fertilized yearly by the silt deposits
of the Ganga.

(2) The area between the Gogra and the Baya, g tract closely

resembling that just mentioned. It contains some low-
lying marshes.

(3) The tract between the Burhi Gandak and the Baya, a vast
stretch of upland broken by numerous shallow depressions
and towards the north by a succession of horse shoe-
shaped lakes left by the old beds of the Burhi Gandak.

The tract to the north of the Baghmati up to the frontier of Nepal
¢an roughly be subdivided into the following four portions :—

(1) The doab hetween the TLal Bakays and the Baghmati, a
stretch of low-lying lang, subject to inundations, and
yielding mainly paddy.

(2) The area between the Baghmati and the Lakhandei except
in the north-east where the land is very low and marshy.
The greater portion of thig part of the country consists of
a slightly undulating low land subject to inundations
from the Baghmati and its old channels, from the Kola
and the Lakhandei. But ag the surplus water is quickly

drained off by these rivers, the soil 18, as a rule. not
water-logged.

(3) The belt of country between the Adhwara and the Lakhandei.
The northern portion of thig tract is exceedingly damp
and formed the most unhealthy portion of the district.
The remainder is a stretch of undulating upland with
marshy land here and there, especially towards the east,
where there are some extensive chaurs.

(4) The rich plain bounded on the north and east by Nepal and
on the south and west by the river Adhwara. The

northern portion of this tract which is known as the
Panch Mahalas from its containing the five parganas of
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i ur, Pariharpur, Laduari and Ba}hadurpu?
ﬁaggilag;h:;gp best paddy-producing tract Txrhuifé ?E
18 ipntersected by a series of mountain stgreaplﬂsl; inS ope
which fertilizes the soil.  The level plain 1s i€ ,
mango groves and clusters of bamboos.

So1L.

i heads, namely,—
' il is alluvial and is grouped under four , namely,
balsu};g(iriso(];ml)%ya loam), matiyari (clayey), bangar (a clay soil lighter

hes
than the latter containing an admixture of sand), and 1?2}}1’, t;)rz Paff)cmfd
fa;lsar (containing the salt efflorescene called reh) g;re é o matiyars
oo the district. Paddy is grown chiefly N
seattered all over on balsundari soil.

i ' s grow luxuriantly o _ . o
o GOO% Nf:zg 01;0120 tg}rxrives on it. Indigo flourished ;ntgals%ngghiz
auflumln p?;}l gangaa Balsundari predominates in south of the

and also .

S . ar
Gandak. while in the north bangar and matiyari and in the west wus
andak,

are distributed in patches.
RAINFALL. , it oeople
of the northern and eastern tracts of the %ﬁtﬁe atl))sexfce
Iﬁ lslonilee endent upon rainfallifor their mce_crqg. Fans io necesaTy
of ins Otyn 11;1 Sitamarhi subdivision, heavix; m‘; ! eriod comes 00
o lmfﬁ ]&19 autumn and winter paddy. tt? rlf;l%nd never recover.
for boh autumn seedhngs get burnt up by st crop. Good rain
'51?13: f&uegust rainfall must be stgald); forri};l)z rriJgg ghe bscries.  But a
; is also essential for p : - in. TFor
in June and Jg’lc}éd]ioivirds the end of August to E I%en tgigbg‘alor begin-
d:fvjzgel:a;)si v::in is necessary either 1;1c 13];:3 eé:ﬁdo (egor dotails seo the
S P o g cold. l
ning of Qctober along Witk the PP Statistical Appendix) .
1 .
Chapter on AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. o t
. nds w
are miles 80 per cent of la vated.
of a tota} o of 3502(5)5511;“”6 miles or 20 per cent wix(;e uI;c;lé;lZa :re
in the dxs:rlé:i ,pzrrl cent of the lands are cultivated and 16 pe
At presen

uncultivated.

The total ar
29.,78,300 acres o

At the time the last Di

: three harvests in 1907 was
- Oll;?glfegﬁl;og ua,ctxgz were returned as dofagl(l) z:
s T
] a: a,nil :Vhe net cropped area was 15,55i1,130{)9 flc.l‘f; gf whli)ch
t‘wwe'cmppet’ta,l area as againsy 19,42,400 a,creg was 10,18,500 acres.
cent of the to ed more than once in 1911-1 harvests is 23,19,600
the net area fﬁ'OPPI cropped area in all the three harv a ’a ,the
At present the tota 600Pacres are returned as twwe-croppte t’laanrea of
ea 18 ’16,27,000 acres or B4 per cont o:;foth:r (:3e8;1t aghgnt
net cropped ar The proportion sown with bhadai is A fhe o 'cropped
the district. d that sown with rabi 76 per cent Oent
o f ex;d;:: nlfr:;ortion of twice-cropped being 40 per cent.
area,



60 MUZAFFARPUR.

The proportion of these Crops sown, viz.,
has undergone some changes since 1907.
sown with bhadai was 38 per cent of the
with aghani 48 per cent and that sown wi

bhadai, aghani and rabs
At that time the proportion
net cropped area, that sown
th rabi 60 per cent.

PrINCIPAL CRops.

In the south bhadai and rab;
dominate whereas aghani ang common rg
thus nearly half of the total cultivated a
crops a year.  The thanas having the largest area under aghani also
return rabi of which khesari is the main cagh crop.  The southern
i ict ] sutted for bhadai crops where rabi is also

hand in hand. Such area is in
suited for the production of

crops of a superior kind
bi are grown in the north and
rea of the district yields two

the south of the district which is more
bhadai crops.

rs

Foop Crors.

Altogether 88.5 per cent of the net cropped area is occupied by
food crops. The northern thanas have 91 per cent of their area under
these crops while the southern thanas have not more than 87.34 per
cent and if the diara lands are also included, it is 81.15 per cent.
Paddy is grown in about 6,45,700 acres as against 7,67,800 acreg as
mentioned in the last District Gazetteer and 7,55,300 acres in 1911-19.
There appears to be a decrease in the ares under paddy cultivation.

The area under other food crops is about 8,29,100 acres mcluding
pulses such as khesari which js largely grown in paddy lands when the
rice crop is eut.  The area under other food crops including pulses in
1911-12 was 4,67,900 acres. Paddy is the staple food Crop grown in
the northern thanas, varying from 63.35 per cent of the mnet cropped
area in  Katra to over 73 per cent in Belsand and Sitamarhi thanas.
In the southern thanag its proportion is small varying from 35 per cent
in Paru to 23 per cent in Hajipur.  But even in this area it is more
extensively grown than any other single crop,

Rice,

No less than 80 different kinds of paddy are grown in Muzaffarpur
district.  Of the total ares under paddy about 5,92,600 acres are
under winter paddy, about 53,000 acres under autumn and only about
100 acres under early paddy as against about 6,568,600 (aghani) and
1,09,200 (bhadai) acres respectively. O’Malley mentioned in the

last District Gazetteer that only about 14.20 per cent of the total area
was under early paddy,

The proportion of bhadai paddy is lowest in the southern thanas
vatying from 4 per cent in Muzaffarpur to 1 per cent in Parn and
largest in the northern thanas even up %o 21.29 per cent in Katra.
Some improved varieties of paddy have been introduced. :
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Transplantation and Broadcasting,

i : tation, the
: he two methods, viz., broadcast and transplan L,
1 tte??g t(;lfe tcoinmoner which is sown first broadcast on lands previously
p?oughed and made ready and then transplanted in rows in the puddles
and flooded fields.

. ) - . h
ast cultivation is practised for the early paddy for whic
sowifgm:a%:;tplacetfrom February to June. For b}zadtn, it is szwgug;
June or July and is regarded as 60-day crop as it is reaped.iln tu°n1
or September. The long stemmed aghani rice is grown b;‘oz (;fa,s oddy
low land and occupies a small area. But this kin %)a, y
(;It]ta‘gg;ya height of 16 feet and grows with .the rising water level.

OTHER FOODGRAINS,

the area under other foodgrains is under _khesgn,
. Th'e gl;?lf: Zr%;ioovin in rice lands while the paddy straw‘ is stgmdmg,
e b ainder, the pulses called arhar occupies thq largest_ portion and
Qf o lPer(;lb the’ millets called kedo and china (Panieuwm mallacum), thg
® followen dy mung (Phaseolus mungo) and urid and other crops suc
P oot ianera, peas and oats. Some of these foodgrains are
2%(173;'80:;:1 ]some 7abi but both are sown mixed with other crops.

Barley.

; i ised on 2,25,200 acres of land as against 19 per
The qm%d]sbr)lnov(v)’i\?[fﬁgy which comes to 2,95,507 acres. Though
cont men’:loiearl all parts of the district, it is most extensively grown
common Ot al ci'tion. It is commonly sown ag a second orop 015 .
in the Ce.nhr hI;ve already borne a bhadai crop. New 1r.np1rove1 ’
ﬁeldst'e‘:;hlocf barley have been introduced by the State Agricultura
varieti

Department.
Maize.

ivati i ich comes next to barley was being
The Clgglgzgogc;fs I:)lfallzaen(;vglsc mentioned in the las Dlsgllfz
done on 1, 1" h had increased to 1,94,400 acres in 1911-12. e
Gazgtteer e t maize is 1,53,800. In none of the northern‘ B}
preser}t acreaget}?an 5 per cent of the net cropped area, w_herea)s n no'ltlﬁ
A thanas does it occupy less_ than _13 per cent. Pupri thns
of the Sogih:;?urns the smallest and Hajipur with 21 per cent retur
2 per ce

the largest area under this crop.
Marua. ‘
this crop whereas n
, ioned 82,450 acres under _

0"Malley m;; ‘67188 eawreﬂ, the present acreage being 40_,500.h Maruifz
191112 3 e Se:ptember. It is most common in Pupri where it
. hm??i 11115 per cent of the net cropped area,
ACCO
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Wheat.

Its acreage mentioned by O’Malley was 69,700 while in 1911-12
it rose to 90,000 which has now grown to 1,30,500 and is an important
rabi crop after barley. But the soil of the district is not suited to it.
1t is mostly grown on the digrg lands.

Gram.

The acreage under gram as O’Malley has mentioned was 43,800.
In 1911-12 it was cnltivated with a very slight decrease on 43,500
acres.  But the present acreage under this crop has gone up to
1,33,300. It is grown as a second crop to winter rice and is produced
most extensively in the northern thanas. Some improved variety of
gram has been introduced by the State Agriculture Department.

Nox-rood CroPS.

Non-food crops were grown at the time of the compilation of the
last District Gazetteer on 11.50 per cent of the net cropped area which
comes to 1,78,299 acres. It decreased to 1,41,800 acres in 1911-12 and
now the non-£food crops including garden produce and orchards occupy
1,08,200 acres of land. The decrease in the non-food crops is due to
the food shortage which has made its cultivation very limited,

Sugarcane,

Sugarcane 1s the most important cash crop of the district and its
acreage 1s on the increase. It is planted during February or March.
The ratoons are placed two feet apart and have to be well watered. It
is ready for cutting in January or February. There is a Central
Sugarcane Research Station at Pusa in Darbhanga district for
“sugarcane research and development. A number of improved varieties

of sugarcane have been introduced by the State Agriculture Depart-
ment.

The acreage under sugarcane in 1904-05 was nearly 10,000 which
roce to 12,000 in 1911-12.  The present acreage under this crop is
78,744.  There are now three sugarcane mills in this district at Goroul,
Riga and Motipur. Three sugar factories outside this district draw
some sugarcanes from this district.

It may be mentioned here that the cultivation of sugarcane has
received a great encouragement after the decline of indigo and oat
cultivation which died out in the twenties of this century owing to
economic reasons. The expansion of the acreage under the sugarcane
crop in spite“of the hard labour on the part of the cultivator and the
exhaustion of the soil by its cultivation is a significant economic factor.
This is so because of the ready money sugarcane brings. Expansion of
this acreage is possible only at the cost of other food crops.

Oil-seeds.

Their area as mentioned in the last District Gazetteer was 55,000
acres of which 41,000 acres were under lingeed. The total area under
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these crops rose to 1,78,500 acres in 1911-12 of which 1,07,900 acres
were under linseed alone. Oil-seeds now occupy 62,300 acres of which
99,200 acres are under linseed and the remainder under other oil-seeds.
The other oil-seeds are sown singly but the linseed is usually mixed
with barley, khesari and other rabi crops. Linseed is most commonly
grown in the northern thanas of the district.

Tobacco.

* In the last District Gazetteer the acreage under this commercie}.l
crop was mentioned as 17,400 acres.  In 1911-12, the area under this
crop was 17,500 acres and showed a very slight increase. Tobacco now
occupies 52,700 acres.  This substantial increase m acreage is due to
its high price as a cash crop.  Very good quality of tobacco is grown
m Sakra police-station and in pargana ,Sa.raxsa,. Therg is a tobacco
research station at Pusa which has considerably contributed to the
improvement of this crop.

Other Crops.

other non-food crops requiring special mention are
cottoﬁh:ngnge thatching grass caI;lgd khamfl which serves as fodder
1o the cattle.and ig used for thatching purposes. The area under
non-food crop i8 going down due to tl‘le fact that under the Grow-
More-Food Campaign larger impetus 18 'bel_ng given to food crops.
Chillies grow very well in parts of this district,

ExTENSION OF CULTIVATION.

In 1943, the extension of cultivation work was taken up under the
Grow-More-Food Campaign.  Various schemes for increased produc-
tion of crops and reclamation of waste lgmds and intensive cultivation
have been introduced which have met with some success and evoked
co-operation of the farmers. The Agriculture Department has dgne
much to maintain the fertility of laqu by supply ‘of manure to the
lands which do not remain fallow even for one year. -

IMPROVED METHODS OF CULTIVATION.

of Grow-More-Food Campaign improved methods for

bette{n cﬁlhlii::g)i have been iniroduced, i.e., by following cropping
attern, use of improved implement and- green manures such as sanw
?of u la’mds‘ and dhaimcha for low lands.  Crop rotation has been
’ Rural compost making, started in the villages, has fed

popularieed. he villages clean. - Tho use of
. hed lands and kept the villages '
z};fv.gﬁg? ?:rurf%sef has been replaced by the quick-growing trees due

f the Agriculture Department. The low-lying
fo gheinenvglj?:gu;n& khesari could be broadcast have been dramed__a,n«l
o Sht under the cultivation of wheat, peas and balfley. Tn Hajipur
broug ltivation has been much rhodernised and the calti-

area specially the cu 1 poc q e o
i nas and cauliffowers has-gone up in :
;’%;oﬁu%vggzizo Z:é gzlzf?sed by the Agriculture Department to practise
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three or four years’ rotation of crop which with green manuring is
giving increased production and the fertility of the soil is preserved.
Introduction of good grafts hag helped the growers in growing better
varieties of fruits. The cultivators are getting the advantages of the
improved methods of cultivation. There is one District Agricultural
Officer for the district and one Grow-More-Food Officer- for each
subdivision with Agricultural Inspectors, Engineering Supervisors,
Overseers, etc., of the Agriculture Department to help and guide the
farmers.

There are seven intensive cultivation blocks each of 10,000 acres
or above in the charge of this Department which supervise the agri-
cultaral operations on systematic lines and help the farmers i their
~ agricultural necessities. A number of demonstrations are given 1n
these blocks to enlighten the agriculturists with scientific and improved
methods.  Mobile plant protection staff helps to fight out the pests.

LiveEsTocK : LIVESTOOK POPULATION.

The livestock position in 1951 as compared with the position 1
1945 is as follows :—

—_— 1945, - 1951, Variation.
Cattle . . 6,79,364 7,838,844  +1,04,480
Buffaloes ‘e .. 2,10,801 2,02,770 —8,031
Sheep ‘e . 10,823 10,188 —635.
Goats . . 2,78,537 4,23,634  +1,45,097
Poultry . .. e 1,09,021 1,45,182 436,161
Horses e .. Not available . 8,649
Donkeys - ' .. Ditto 7,087
Mules . . Diitto 50
Camels .. ‘e Ditto 49
Pigs .. .. Ditto 12,405

These statistics disclose g decrease in the population &
and sheep, which is mainly due to the area bei[;lgp heavily fﬁ:c;ggkif;
liver fluke and parasitic infestation in adult sheep. These diseasas
are common in water-logged areas. The increase in poultry may be
due to the absence of contagious diseases such as ranikhet, Definitely
more people are taking to poultry rearing as a subsidiary occupation.
Poultry from Muzaffarpur has a ready market in Calcutta, Patna and
other places. A large percentage of buffaloes is exported to deficit

areas. The villagers are now keepi
o e ping more goats to supplement
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FoDDER.

No special fodder or grass is grown for feeding the cattle. Straw
from the paddy and the leaves of maize and sugarcane supply fodder.
Except for a few chaurs there 1s not much grazing ground.  The
work of growing fodder in the villages has also been taken up and
for this purpose cuttings of elephant grass, barseem seeds and seeds of

napier grass are supplied free.

Buffaloeg requiring lesser attention for maintenance are the chief
source of milk supply and dairy products. The soil is softer than
that of South Bibar and he-buffaloes are not engaged in ploughing as
substitute for bullocks.

CarTLE FAIRS.

The very heavy pressure on land leads to a potential market for
goods which asserts itself by the holding of annual melas and fairs.
Practically in all the melas and fairs some cattle are sold. ~ But there
are also a few purely cattle fairs. The more important cattle fairs
are held at Sitamarhi, Susta, Bhairo Asthan, Xafin, Jaitpur and
Hardi. There is a large turnover of cattle in these melas in spite of
indifferent means of communication for some of them. Cattle shows
are organized in these fairs and prizes in cash or kind are awarded
with a view to encourage the local breeders.

GENERAL CONDITION AND INCIDENCE OF DISEASES.

The general condition of livestock is moderately fair, Black
quarter, Haemorrhagic septicaemia and Foot and Mouth diseases are
the common cattle contagious diseases prevalent.  Liver fluke
infestation in areas surrounding the chaurs is common.

In 1950-51 total number of outbreaks of various contagious diseases
was 116 with 1,975 seizures and 267 deaths as compared to 39 out-
breaks with 239 seizures and 100 deaths during 1951-52. The muost
regular means for obtaining information regarding putbrgak of diseases
is the village chaukidar. For this purpose the police, village co-opera-
tive societies and village panchayats are also important agencies.
Criminal poisoning of cattle by arsenic, dhatura, madar and kanail is

not frequent.
VETERINARY AID.

A veterinary hospital was established at Muzaﬁ'&r}?ur in 1899.
Four veterinary hospitals, namely, at Muzaﬂarpqr, Ma_mari, Sitan;arhi
and Hajipur are now functioning together with eight veterinary
dispensaries at other places. The hgsp1tals give treatment to out-
patients and in-patients whereas the dispensaries treat only the out-
patients. During the year 1950-51, 455 lq-patlents and 9_,538 out-
patients were treated, while in the year 1951-52, 522 in-patients and
9,738 out-patients were treated in the veterinary hospitals, In the

5 8 Rev.
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dispensaries, the number of patients treated was 12,187 during the
year 1950-51 and 15,580 during the year 1951-52.

Treatment, prevention and suppression of diseases of livestock are
the main functions of such veterinary institutions.  Serum inocula-
tion in mass scale is the only method at present employed to
minimise the death-roll in case of an outbreak and it has proved
effective.

BrEEDING.

Regular breeding operations have not been attempted and only a
few stud bulls are being maintained at the veterinary institutions for
this purpose.  The State Government have planned arrangements
for artificial insemination.

GOSHALAS.

There are goshalas at Muzaffarpur, Sitamarhi, Bairagnia and
Hajipur. ~ Stud bulls have been supplied to these goshalas,

IRRIGATION.

There are three fundamental factors which are common to Tirhut
Division and fully apply to the district of Muzaffarpur.  They are:
(1) increased density of population towards the west, (2) decrease in
rainfall towards the west, and (3) the slope of the ground from north-
west to south-east governing the flow of flood water. These factors
have great influence on the agricultural economy of the district of
Muzaffarpur.  Any scheme for providing irrigation facilities for this
© district will have to be drawn up with reference to these factors.

The soils of the district of Muz
moisture.  There is sufficient rain during the rainy seasons ranging
from 23.71 inches to 46.12 inches. Tt is, accordingly, one of the
most fertile districts in Bihar. Formerly the cultivators did not find
1t necessary to obtain water for the fields from large irrigation works.
As mentioned in the last District Gazetteer, only 80,000 acres or 4
per cent of the net cropped area was under irrigation. In the Census
of 1911, the percentage of gross cultivated ares which was under
irrigation was 1.8.  But on account of low production of food crops,
deficit in food-grains and the increasing density of population. the
necessity of having assured irrigation was badly felt.

affarpur are capable of retaining

The greater part of the irrigation is done by means of wells which
cater for about 70 per cent of the irrigated area. Under the Grow-
More-Food Campaign, 1,377 wells on a 50 per cent subsidy have been
constructed. Tt has to be mentioned here that irrigation ‘by wells 13
common only in the south. In the northern parts, the number of
wells is limited as the land is low and subject to floods. In this area,
rivers and tanks are the chief sources of water supply. The Adhwara
the Gandak, the Baya, the Purandhar, the Baghmati, the Lakhandej
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and the Mahuara are the main rivers used for irrigation purpose. Pyr;eg

or irrigation channels leading from tie ga,nks obf trlxle 21(;,;11;1;23 :; gd
ted. Many ponds and tanks have bee

ssgxs:)fg; sets have geen given to the cultivators on a 50 per cent

subsidy.

The necessity of irrigation by canals and other plmeans fvs(f;i rslevie;
felt acutely except during the famine years. The fai 111]re Odistrigt o
1896 stressed the need for assured urrigation in e et o
Muzaffarpur along with Saran and Champaran districts; an o 18 ¥
the Champaran Canal Surx;ey ]?msutnﬁ' wa:ojf:g;ned :;r If);fgiﬁ:] e
detailed plans and estimates for this p . P

ving an expenditure of Rs. 5 to 6 cro

32)?: Uil‘ltlé ’siirsgqlxgik;ggg. gLater, Iinhe Tribeni Canal Sysfcetxg 1;wats
completed in 1911. This system does not help Muzaffarpur district.

i ive irrigational system led to
cessity of a more compt.'ehenswe irriga ! )
the Eﬁ:tiﬁi of t{,le Gandak Circle in 1948 with one Supe;mte?lg‘lrrég
Encineer and some Assistant Engineers in the initial stage for survej
Al =

and investigation of the Gandak project.

i j felt after the
cy of executing the Gandak project was j
Qecogl e\gflggfdn %Var when th% general food s1tua:10nDdet§ru_)erz(tiig
consi | tition of the country. Dr. Raj
considerably aggravated by the par » tajencr
ini d and Agriculture, Gover
Prasad (then Minister In-charge of Foo mnd _ ovars-
i Bihar in 1947 to investl
ment of India) requested the Government o n 1917 o intest:
ibility of opening out canals. The canals will be )
g::tfe::eag?lsiv;ste):"n sidg,s of the Gandak. Muzaffarpur district will
be irrigated from the eastern canal.

overnment of Bihar have opened power houses at
Haji]gige g:?::gn?a and Sitamarhi. 'l‘he. North Bihar Tube-wgll
Division’ has been set up for the construction of tube-wells to lle
operated by electricity that has now been made available. Tubg-we 1{;
set up in this district are usually 300 to 400 feet deep. Eacl;l tube-we
is designed to discharge about 33,000 gallons of water per hour.

The use of power for drawing water from ordinary wells has not
been given a fair trial yet.

Further details about Irrigation will be found in the chapter
under Natural Calamities.



CHAPTER VI.

OCCUPATION, MANUFACTURE AND TRADE,

Muzaffarpur is mainly an agricultural district with about Y0 per
cent of its population engaged in agriculture. ~The main industries
and trade are also associated with agriculture. As mentioned in the
last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur by O’Malley (1907) the main
industries in the district were indigo, sugar and saltpetre manufacture.
There were only two factories registered under the Factories Act,
namely, the sugar factory at Ottur which gave employment to a daily
average of 165 persons and the Engineering workshops of Messrs Arthur
Butler and Co. at Muzaffarpur with a daily average of 107 employees.
The other industries were of smaller importance and consisted of small
village handicrafts. The position of indigo manufacture was very
important at that time and a special chapter on the indigo indusiry
forms a part of the old District Gazetteer.* The picture now is very
different. The manufacture of indigo and saltpetre has disappeared
as an industry. '

AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS.
According to the Census Tables of 1951, the statistics of agricultural
labourers are as follows :—
Cultivating labourers and their dependents :
Males—5,77,304,
Females—6,19,366.

The cultivating labourers are distributed as follows :—

— Self-supporting Non-earving Earning
persons, dependents. dependents.
Males .e .. 2,76,702 2,73,966 26,636
Females .. .. 1,21,445 4,86,116 11,805

These agricultural labourers are engaged in the various processes
of cultivation which include harvesting and threshing. The bulk of
the landless labourers in the villages are employed. There are a
number of agricultural farms in the district more important of which
and with a historic background are Daudpur Farm and Kanti TFarm.
The number of workers engaged at these farms fluctuate between 40 to
100 every day. There is another farm called Bhikampur-Jhapha
where yellow sugar was once produced. About 100 workmen are
engaged in this farm every day.

INDIGO AND SAILTPETRE.

The reasons for the decline of the cultivation of indigo were
several.  The cultivation of indigo was in existence in Muzaffarpur
district even before the advent of the British rule.  But the cultivation
was then on a small-scale farming basis. The European method of
cultivation and manufacture of indigo appears to have been started
near about 1785 and the first Collector of Muzaffarpur Mr. Francois

*Quoted in Enclosure II.
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Grand* was actively associated with it. ~Since then on account of the
encouragement and particular privileges granted to the European
planters the indigo factories grew in number, size and importance.
The planters were given administrative facilities to purchase out the
gmaller cultivators’ best lands and to have consolidated blocks of the
more fertile tracts, where they could grow large indigo plantation.
Besides, they induced or forced the local cultivators to grow indigo on
the best part of their land and sell it to them for manufacture in thelr
factories. The European planters in the district were 2 dominating
factor throughout the 19th century in North Bibar including Muzaffar-
pur district.  The planters became a powerful force in the district both
economically and politically.

But in the last quarter of the 19th century, the development of
artificial dyes which were freely imported from abroad affected the
prospect of the indigo industry severely.  As the indigo manufacture
in the district started losing the foreign market, the degree of exploita-
tion and oppression on the cultivators increased.  As it is, the cultiva-
tors did not get a fair deal. Even when the indigo industry was in a
prosperous condition, the exploitatiqn reached such a helght that there
were agitations and a mass awakening among the cultivators. In the
years 1907 to 1910 there were agitations in the neighbouring district
of Champaran against the indigo cultivation as a result of which
certain concessions in prices had been given. But the political agita-
tion against indigo cultivation started by Mshatma Gandhi in 1917 had
far-reaching effects. The agitation was started in Champaran dlg't.nct
as a result of which there was an Enquiry Committee with Gandhiji a3
one of the members and there were definite recommendations so far as
indigo cultivation was concerned. A special Act was passed to imple-
ment these recommendations,  This growth of political consciousness
removed some of the worst defects of the system and the planters
found that the cultivation and manufacture of indigo were no longer
profitable. ~ The competition from artificial dyes had not abated and
indigo died a natural death. The Furopean planters started gelling
their farms which were purchased by well placed Indians and the
farms were converted into agricultural concerns. The last group of the
FEuropean planters Jeft on the eve of the Independence of the country
in 1947. Those indigo concerns have converted themselves to sugarcane

cultivation mostly.

Saltpetre was worked in Muzaffarpur and in the neig}}bouring
districts of Saran, Champaran and Darbhanga. Bihar at one time was
the chief ‘source of saltpetre in India. ~Owing to the abundance of
domestic animals there was more than suﬂ‘il_clent supply of organic
nitrogen in the soils around the villages. The humidity of Tirhut
was exceedingly favourable for the growth of what are generally called
nitrifying bacteria which convert ammonia by successive stages into

* the first designated Collector. Beforg him there was &
Eurgzﬁd SZ;erisor. Grand's wife divorced and married Talleyrand.
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pitrous and  nitric acid. Wood and cow-dung which  are
generally used for fuel in each village form a regular nursery for the
growth of potassium nitrate. In the usual period of continuous sur-
face desiccation which follows a monsoon rainfall, the compound formed
in the soil was brought to the smface by capillary action and appeared
as a white efforescence of dried salt which was collected by a particular
caste called Nonias. These Nonias received advances from the zamin-
dars who, in their turn, had contract with big merchants of Calcutta
for the disposal of saltpetre purchased at low rate from poor Nonias.
The manufacture of saltpetre was controlled by the Salt Department
and was subject to the payment of duty.

Before the saltpetre became fit for the market, it was refined in
the village refinery belonging to the zamindar who generally advanced
money to the Nonias. The refining process was indigenous. The liquid
was boiled and taken out of the pan and was placed In earthen vessels.
After cooling for some hours it used to be taken out of the first vat and
placed in other earthen vessels and allowed to cool for three days. The
deposit was then strained through baskets and dried and the process
was complete.

The decline of saltpetre was due firstly to the unfair treatment to
the Nonias. The Nonias were not given their fair share of the profit
and they did not put their best in the work. They were engaged on
a very low rate of daily wages. The extraction was also hampered by
restriction in the interest of salt revenue which made it economically
wasteful.  In order to protect himself from suspicion that he was
making salt, the Nonia would return the refuse from the boiling pan
to the crude saltpetre extracted before taking the latter for refinery.
Owing to the first concentration not being carried to the best economic
limit either 35 per cent of the total nitrate was sacrificed or recovered
illicitly and probably 10 per cent was sacrificed.

In 1916 Mr. Morshead, the Commissioner of Tirhut Division, had
reported that about 50 years ago Bihar used to produce about 25,000
tons of saltpetre annually.  But partly owing to want of encouragément
but mainly due to German competition the saltpetre industry steadily
declined and in 1915 the production of saltpetre in Bihar was consi-
derably less than 10,000 tons. Germany succeeded in capturing this
important trade and in 1913 India only supplied one-third of the needs
of the United Kingdom, the remainder being furnished by Germany.

Mr. Morshead visualised that India would regain her position if
the demand for saltpetre brought about by the First Great War
continued.  Before the War crude saltpetre in Bihar fetched from
Rs. 1-8-0 to Rs. 3 a maund and the earnings of the Noniag varied from
4 annas to 6 annas a day. The price of the saltpetre had steadily
declined owing to the German competition. Depressed by the very
low wages the Nonias discarded the hereditary profession and turned
to new fields for their livelilhood. The matter had engaged the attention
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of the Industrial Commission in 1916 but the temporary encourage-
ment given fo this saltpetre industry due to the First Great War died
out with the cessation of the War.  Saltpetre has almost died out n
Muzaffarpur district now excepting that a few Nonias scratch out small
quantities of saltpetre and sell these as a subsidiary source of Income.

SuGAR FACTORIES.

In contrast to the decline of indigo and saltpetre there has been
a great expansion of the cultivation of sugarcane and in the working
of the Sugar Factories. The first Sugar Factory in Muzaffarpur district
was started at Japaha six miles off from Muzaffarpur, Now there are
three Sugar Factories at Riga in Sitamarhi subdivision, Goraul in
Hajipur subdivision and Motipur in Sadar subdivision. Sugarcane 18
the more important of the two cash crops of the district, the other
being tobacco. ~ The location of the three Sugar Factories 1n the
thres subdivisions of the district indicates that the cultivation of sugar-
cane is not conccntrated in a particular area but 1s _spread  over
throughout the district. The Sugarcane Research Institute at Pusa
in the adjoining district of Darbhanga has been a great incentive for
the improvement of sugarcane breed in the district.

The sugarcane industry is a seasonal one and therefore employment
is partly seasonal and partly permanent. Seasonal labour consists
largely of un-skilled workmen drawn mostly from the surplus rural
population of the neighbouring area while some technical men such
ag fitters, drivers, juice supervisors, laboratory chemists, etc., who are
not employed throughout the year, are allowed a retaining allowance
for the off season. No retainership is, however, allowed to un-skilled

labour.

Motipur Sugar Factory, Litd., at Motipur has a daily cane crushiI}g
capacity of 1,200 tons and the average number of workers employed in
the season is 1,268.  The Belsand Sugar Factory at Riga has a daily
cane crushing capacity of 850 fons gnd1employs'about 1,000 -persons.
The Sitalpur Sugar Factory was shifted from Sitalpur n the Saran
district to Goraul in the Hajipur subdivision in 1952. Tt has a daily
cane crushing capacity of 800 tons and employs about 1,150 workers.

RECENT INDUSTRIALISATION.

Great War of 1914-18 there was some impetus given
to industrialisation. This arose out of .the necesqlty felt for the goods
which could not be imported from foreign countries. At the same
time, there was & flourishing commerce and trade Wlth thg resqlt that
coml,nerciaI and business people acquired the capacity of investing }1ln
articular types of industry.  Certain indigenous industries of the
Sistri like cutlery, hides, etc., made rapid stride towards expansion
Qustr e hig perio ut the depression that followed after the cessa-
during thls B0 octed these indigenous industries adversely. There

i he War aff
;ﬁllgwlrle o‘rf>etene some signs of improvement after 1930.

During the
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There are altogether 135 factories in Muzaffarpur district registered
under the Factories Act.

The most important of the engineering workshops is that of
Messrs Arthur Butler & Co., Litd., at Muzaffarpur. This workshop
has been in existence for more than g century now and manufactures
various kinds of steel products and parts of machineries for the sugar
and other mills in North Bihar. It was under the management of
Messrs Balmer Lawrie Co., Ltd., of Calcutta till recently but it is
now managed by an Indian Firm. Tt has also been given contract for
manufacturing structural and wagon building work for the Railway
and roller casting for sugar mills.  On the average about 800 labourers
are employed daily in the factory. Other concerns, namely,
Messrs Sri Ram and Brothers, United Engineering Works, etc., are
engaged in manufacturing structural steel, repairing and manufacturing
general iron articles for the use of the public. They have also set up
a Moulding Plant for the casting of pig iron from which a large number
of machinery parts and general castings are produced. There are other
factories of Messrs C. R. Mukherjee, Dhrup Engineering Works,
Eastern Cutlery and Bireshwar Bose and Company that manufacture
iron utility articles, cutlery and agricultural implements. The number
of workmen engaged by each of them is less than 50 per day.

The number of small-scale iron and steel fabricators in the district
is fairly large and they are carrying on their business with the help of
the scrap and other steel materials.  They are engaged in the manu-
facture of agricultural utensils, trunks and suit-cases and other iron
utility articles.  There are about 20 of them; most of whom are
situated in the town of Muzaffarpur. The number of workers employed
by each of them is, however, not more than 20 per day on the average.

AvuroMmoBILE RRPATRING WORKSHOPS.

The two principal automobile repairing workshops are Messrs Ganga
Motor Works at Akharaghat and Fairweathers. Messrs Ganga Motor
Works happen to be the owner of a flest of motor lorries and trucks
handling transport of both men and materials throughout the district.
The number of workers engaged in the Factory is about 100 per day.
Messrs Fairweathers at Muzaffarpur was till recently under European
management but now it has heen taken over by an Indian. The number
of workmen employed in this firm is about 50 per day.

Hosirry Mivvs,
 There are altogether four big hosiery mills in this district engaged
in manufacturing ganfis and socks, Their out-put is small but has a
ready sale in the local market.

Rice, Om AND Dar MiLis.

The district of Muzaffarpur is mainly a paddy producing area and
a number of rice mills for husking paddy have been established. Most
of these rice mills have been located in the northern part of the district,
ie., Sitamarhi subdivision. Tt is & seasonal inddstry and, therefore,
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s industry alive, the employers have attached oil, dal and
tf(l)ouli'ees%cg]c:;s to thgse mills. -~ The labour force In this mdustﬁy
mostly comes from the agriculiural population, They arﬁ mots:ny
daily-rated or casual. They work in these mills when the arf'ﬁs ing
or the sowing season is Over. The labour force for these mills 18

fluctuating.

The important among these rice and oil mills are Shri_Sitaram
Rice and Oil Mills, Bairagnia, Shri Janki Rice and Oil MIHS., Janakpur
Road. Shri Liakshmi Rice and Oil Mills, Janakpur Road, Shri Chaurasia
Rice and Oil Mills, Sitamarhi and they separately employ on the average
100 to 125 workers a day. There are besides a nurpber of other rice,
oil and flour mills distributed all over the district which employ up to
25 to 50 workers a day. Bairagnia situated in the porthern part of
the district is the centre of rice milling industry and it has got a very
advantageous situation having easy access from Nepal. It is growing
into a township and is bound to prosper commercially In the futm('ie.
The rice mills on the borders of Nepal mainly depend on the paddy

from Nepal.
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS FACTORIES.

Tobacco industry is important in the district and two factories are
situated at Mahnar in Hajipur subdivision with a crushing capacity of
about 100 maunds per day. They grind the stumps of tobacco plants,
convert them into powder and sell them for use in manufacturing
smoking tobacco. ~Among other factories, particular mention may
be made of a number of soap factories scattered in the town of
Muzaffarpur with an inferior quality of out-put consumed locally.' T.he
Mahesh Glass Works at Hajipur is the only gla:ss factory in the district
and is engaged in the manufacture of bangles, jars, tumblers and othe_r
articles for the use of the general public and the bulk of the output is
consumed locally. Weaving and spinning, gur-making, leather
industry, biri-making, carpentry and snglt}}y work, mat-making,
manufacture of durries, bell-metal works, indigenous cutlery, rope-
making, ice factory and ice-candy, cold storage, printing press, and
gilicate industry also engage an the whole a large puprer of workers.
Weaving and spinning are spread all over the district on  cottage
mndustry basis and are mostly done by Muslim weavers. Gur-making 18
mostly located in the villages situated by the side of the Gandak river

ci the village Rewa Ghat is the chief centre from where the gur is
ant tside by boat. It is estimated that not less than 5,000
e eons re engaged in gqur-making which begins in October and lasts
persto n%‘:biuar; The biri-making industry is mainly carried on 1n
';lll:e fowns and engages about 1,000 persons. The tobacco known a,;

kha is imported from Gujerat and dried leaves from Hazaribagh an
pirigiari ? of Chotanagpur. The abundance of sisum wood both in
oo Il as in Nepal Terai has encouraged carpentry and

i\flﬁiﬁgaggfk:s v he making of furniture was once carried out
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extensively at Lalganj and Muzaffarpur towns. Ply wood manufacture
was.carried on at Hajipur for some time.

There is great possibility for the development of bell-metal industry,
cutlery and durri manufacture within the district. These are all mdi-
genous to the district and were carried on for generations at different
places.  The products of cutlery works in Muzaffarpur are exported fo
Hyderabad (Deccan), Ambala and Bombay.

The Tirhut Institute was started by the Government of Bihar m
1925 with a view to train mechanical apprentices and artisans 1n
different trades.  This was converted into Tirbut School of Engineer-
ing. ~ The Mechanical and Industrial Sections have turned out
mechanics who are readily absorbed in the industries within the
district. ~ The Tirhut School of Engineering was raised to the status
of a full-fledged Engineering College called Muzaffarpur Institute of
Technology, with a four years’ course leading to the Degree of Bachelor
of Civil Engineering of the Bihar University in 1954.  The upgrading
Is necessitated by or has been necessary due to rapid industrialisation in
several parts of Bihar, not to speak of India as a whole, which will
need a very large number of Engineering graduates. Construction of
separate buildings for the Muzaffarpur Institute of Technology has been
taken up at Daudpur whick adjoins the town of Muzaffarpur.

The Tirhut School of Engineering which had started in 1949 has
not been abandoned.  This institution provides a three years’ course
followed by one year’s practical training leading to the diplomg of (a)

civil, (b) electrical, (¢) mechanical engineering awardeq by the State
Board of Technical Education.

OTHER OCCUPATIONS,

The other concerns that have given employment to a large number
of workers include the Electric Supply Company at Muzaffarpur, the
three municipalities at Muzaffarpur, Sitamarhi and Hajipur, Public
Works Department, District Board and the Public Health Department.
Muzaffarpur Electric Supply Company, Litd., is working under license
under section 38 of the Indian Electricity Act since 1926. Tt hag an
installed capacity of 1136 K. W, It serves within the municipal limits
of Muzaffarpur.  The State Electricity Department has constructed
a Diesel Pilot Generating Station of 450 K, W. at Hajipur for the
supply of power to the tube-wells and the electrification of the town-
ship of Sonepur and Hajipur and a number of villages in these areas.

The availability of electricity is bound to develop the manufacture and
trade of the district.

Besides domestic services and such other vocations as hawking,
begging, running of cheap eating shops, biri-making, etc., the profes-
sion of rickshaw pulling has a large number of adherents. Rickshaw
pulling is a profitable occupation in spite of the fact that rickshaw
fare in Muzaffarpur town is perhaps the cheapest in the State of Bihar
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it gi loyment even casually to any one who loses a perma-
?]I;(Illtn]?ogfveslznilsp; }éommon complaint that it is difficult to get domestic
cervants as this class of men prefer to pull the rickshaw or tt? haxa?ha
job of a fourth grade employee in any office estabhshmenl. . is
Jearned professions like those of lawyers, teachers, dOCtOII‘f, cler g% =
the offices, contractors, lawyers’ aytlcle clgrks cover a Sma p‘;rcgn 130 ,
but represent an important and influential cross-section. t dl'st 11cety
who represent what may be described as the brain-trust in the district.

i it i Iready

The most important of the commodities for trade, as a y
mentioned, is ricI;.‘ Bairagnia Bazar in Sltamarhl subdivision h?u
continued to be the most important centre of rice trade.  Bairagnia
and the areas near about are surplus for paddy products and borders

of Nepal Terai and a portion of Champaran district are counted among

roducing areas of the North Gangetic Plain. The
:gﬁvgs;t s%):ggﬁ I;t Baviragénia, has facilitated a large.turn-over 1n1 rice
trade. Both milled rice and hand-pounded rice are available in
abundance in Bairagnia. The next commodity in xmpolrtanceT hls
timber.  Bairagnia controls the bulk of the timber trade afso. ! e
decrease in the supply of the Nepali sal and other varieties o YVOOd bgs
affected the timber trade of the district. ~ Muzaffarpur has also a tlg
turn-over in the export of hides and skins and these are exporkc?d
overseas and also to important tanneries of India. Muzgﬁargur 'c;
gkin is famous all over India and has a good market 1n menthé
England and France. In the hide market it 18 knov‘%n ka,s the
Champaran skin.  Muzaffarpur also has an important g ;et nd
butter trade. For about 20 years from 1910 to 1930 thfere 1:;186 roser-‘
a factory of Shri Basanti Charan Sinha in Muzaffarpur ort ep inus
vation of fruits particularly mangoes and litchis. Due to vanin
reasons this factory was ultimately closed in 1930.  Proper can hox%:
of these fruits has a great future partlcu.larl.y as their sea%)ns dare )
and there is a wide market for these fruits in India and abroad,

HORTICULTURE.

iculture is important for the district and an sbundance of
vegeg{)){:scis grown WiIt)hin the district of Hajipur. —Hajipur sends a
big quantity of them every day to Patna by boat.  Plantains féom
Hajipur, litchis, guava and mangoes from different places in Muzaffar-
pur district are exported to Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and East Punjab.
These fruits are important cash crops for the cultivators. It is under-
stood that in the mango season on the average more than one lakh of
rupees worth of fruits are despatched from Muzaffarpur district _alon_e.
It is difficult to estimate the number of people that find occupatlo? in
the trade of these fruits as the business is seasonal. But, neverthe es;,
the number must be very large and will be well over.i_ive thousand.
The opening of the Ganga bridge at Mokameh will facilitate all this
business. Any link of road-bridge or quicker ferry between Ha]lp}lllr
snd Patna would be a great factor to make more turn-over of the

produce.
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COMMUNICATION.

Trade and industry depend to s great extent on communication
facilities.  The district is fairly well connected so far as communi-
cations are concerned, by railways, road, river and air. Muzaffarpur is
served by North Eastern Railway and is a part of the 4,760 miles
of this railway system. On lst November, 1875 Tirhut State Rail-
way connected its first link from Dalsingsarai to Darbhanga, a
distance of 38 miles via Samastipur and the construction was intended
to develop the grain traffic and was meant for providing relief to the
famine-striken people of the area. This mileage was increased by
1890 to 305 and this extension also connected Muzaffarpur. On January
15, 1886, Paleza Ghat was connected with Muzaffarpur and it was
then linked with United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh) vig Sonepur.
The Tirhut State Railway was succeeded by Bengal and North Western
Railway which was re-named as Oudh Tirhut Railway when it was
taken over by the State from the Company. This section is now
under North Eastern Railway from 1953. In the earlier days, the
main offices of Accounts and Audit of the Railway was housed in a
building where the present Post and Telegraph Offices at Muzaffarpur
are situated.  Mnzaffarpur is now well connected with Motihari and
Darbhanga as well as Barauni-Semaris Ghat from where goods
and passengers go across the Ganga and take to the Eastern Railway
which was previously known ag East Indian Railway. Bhagwanpur
Station has also a good turn-over in food-grains and comes next I
importance to Muzaffarpur, Sitamarhi and Bairagnia, There ig also a

good despatch of khari salt from different gstations of Muzaffarpur
district.

The railway mileage within Muzaffarpur district is 187, The
main stations from commercial point of view are Muzaffarpur, Motipur,
Bhagwanpur, Sitamarhi and Bairagnia. There could have been more
movement of commodities if the bottle-neck at Barauni-Semaria Ghat
and at Digha Ghat had not existed. The two railway systems of
Eastern Railway and North Eastern Railway being of different
gauges, wagong cannot be transhipped but the commodities have to
be de-trained and re-loaded.  This bottle-neck has affected the trade
and commerce of the district along with that of the other districts of
North Bihar to a very great extent. The opening of Mokameh Ghat
rail-cum-road bridge connecting the two sides of the river will he a
great boon for the quicker movement of the commodities.

_ There has been a recent expansion of the offices of North Eastern
Railway and Muzaffarpur is the headquarters of a region now. A
large number of various Railway offices have been located in Muzaffar-

pur.  The Railways have given employment to a sizable population
of the district.

The first motor car in the town of Muzaffarpur was said to have
been brought by Shri Mahadeb Sha in the twenties. The first motor
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bus for carrying passengers appeared in 1925 through the initiative of
‘Shri Gulab Roy, a Guard working on the B, N. W. Railway (now
North Eastern Railway). The bus plied on’ Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi
road and the fare of the passenger from Muzaffarpur to Sitamarhi was
Rs. 1-8-0 each and the service also used to carry merchandise. The
service could not continue for a very long time due to lack of passengers
and goods and heavy toll charges for crossing the two bridges
between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi. At present there are a large
number of buses and motor trucks in the district for carrying passengers
and merchandise. This development of goods traffic  through tne
motor vehicles could only be possible because of better road facilities.
From Hajipur, Konhara Ghat, Sitamarhi and other places. a heavy
goods traffic passes through trucks and bullock carts of which there 15
a very large number in the district. ~ Carts remain still the chief
means of transport from the villages to the market places for gramns
traffic. The details of the roads within the district will be found in

the Chapter on Communication.

There is a considerable river traffic from the ghats in the district.
Boats cross from Hajipur side to Patna every day with vegetables,
cattle and other merchandise besides a heavy load of passengers. Grains,
luxury goods, cement, iron goods, etc., are usually tramsported to
Muzaffarpur from Patna through boats. ~ Mahnar has considerably
improved its trade and commerce due to its location on the bank of the
Ganga. A random survey in one day of the inland boat traffic based
on Mahnar Ghat showed that there were 28 boats at the Ghat with
a carrying capacity of 7,200 maunds. The inward volume of traffic
was 60,000 maunds and the outward volume of traffic was 50,000
maunds.  Besides this load carried by boats, a large quantity of
commodities running to several thousands of maunds is carried daily
from Mahnar through steamers. Lalganj wag once a very prosperous
market for trade before the introduction of the railways. Being situated
on the bank of the Gandak, Lalganj commanded an extensive river-
borne traffic both in passengers and in goods.  Lalganj has, however,
suffered a set back with the introduction of the railways and particu-
larly because the river has receded a few miles from the town. Konhara
Ghat, Rewa Ghat and Ghataro Ghat are also m}pprtant from trade
point of view. The personnel associated with river borne traffic 1s
quite sizable. It may be mentioned that the traffic carried by country-
boats can only be rather slow moving trafic.  Steamers ply only on

the Ganga. ‘

eroplane was brought to Muzaffarpur by Shri Bhudeb
Muk,lll‘:r?eg,r sZna ow?ler pilot in 1930.  After him Mr. Fairweathers of
Messrg Fairweathers was an owner-pilot and throu_gh hl_s initiative the
Sikandarpur Maidan and the smaller Chakkar Maidan in the town of
Muzaffarpur were marked as air fields. ~Muzaffarpur has now an
sir strip at Patahi about five wniles to the south of the town where big
planes can land. Recently the Air Lines Corporation had put
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Muzaffarpur on their air route from Gauhati to Katmandu »iz Patna.
Litchis used to be freely air-lifted in the years 1949—51 from Muzaffar-
pur to Calcutta and had a ready market in Caleutta. There are
possibilities for freighter planes for commercial purposes.

MEras.

Besides the markets in the township, a good deal of trade 1s
cleared through the melas and fairs of the district. A description of
the principal melas and fairs of the district will be found in the Chapter
on Directory.  All kinds of commodities from grains to cattle are sold
and purchased in these melas and fairs. It is understood that the
great Sonepur Fair at one time used to be held in Hajipur town. It
1s sald that a few years prior to 1850 owing to river action, a portion
of Hajipur Town where the mela was being held was affected and so
the mela had to shift to Sonepur on the other side of the river Narayani
Gandak. It is peculiar that the names of different areas that grow
up In Sonepur Fair are the names of different mahallahs in Hajipur
Town.  Although the fair is now held at Sonepur which is in Saran
district there is no doubt that this fair is 5 great help for trade and
commerce to Muzaffarpur district.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

. Regarding the weights and measures, it may be mentioned that
besides the standard weight Muzaffarpur had five systems of katcha
weights.  Muzaffarpur and Hajipur towns had standard weights
while Sitamarhi had katcha weights of 56 tolas a seer. At Kalyanpur
i Mahnar police-station it was found that tobacco was sold on a
60-seer maund basis. At Bhagwanpur in Mahua police-station the
goladars had standard weights but they made 3,360 tolas equal to one

maund in wholesale transaction of food commodities such as rice, urid,
ete.

'Before the enforcement of the Bihar Weights Act, 1947, a seer
varied in weight at different places as follows :—

Muzaffarpur Town . e 80 f{olas.

Hajipur, Fatehpur, Raghopur, Mahnar, Sadar 80
Subdivision and Mahua.

LR

Bairagnia .. . .- 45

Lalganj, Mahua police-station (Part) 448
Measures of length similarly vary, the cloth yard ma be
[ ar] , of 36
or 40 inches; the hath or cubit is generally 18 inchgs ; and ff)t land the
laggi is used which varies from 5 haths 5 inches to 7 haths though
the standard laggi is 6 haths or 9 feet,

CHAPTER VII.
EDUCATION.

PROGRESS OF EDUCATION.

The progress of education in the district of Muzaffarpur from 1875
to 1957 is shown in the table given below :—

Year. Number of Number of
schools. pupils.
1875-76 314 7,027
1885-86 1,787 20,726
1895-96 1,796 28,167
1905-06 s . 1,463 38,248
1916-17 1,520 45,651
1326-27 e o 2,223 73,205
1936-37 e en 1,901 73,014
1941-42 e .. 1,996 90,523
1946-47 1,711 96,839
1951-52 2,118 1,834,422
1956-57 2,671 2,11,599

The schools included in the table above are of various types, i.e.,
primary, middle, high schools, basic schools and special schools.

The phenomenal rise both in the number of schools and in the
aumber of pupils in the decade 1875 to 1885 is due to the educational
policy of Government based on the report of the Indian Education
Commission, 1882, popularly known as Hunter Commission. The
Commission had advocated for a liberal system of grants-in-aid in some
places operating on payment by results, and had encouraged the private
bodies to participate in the task of education. The Commission had
also advocated for Indianisation of the upper staff in the organization
which meant decrease in cost of education.

The figures in the table quoted above show that during the decade
of 1895 to 1905 and subsequently during the quinquennium from 1941
to 1946 the number of schools had diminished from 1,796 to 1,463 and
1,996 to 1,711, respectively. Yet the number of pupils in the said
periods rose by 10,081 and 6,272 respectively. It appears that this was
due to the disappearance of smaller and inefficient institutions under
the pressure of compefition. In the quinquennium from 1941 to 1946
the decrease was mainly in the number of primary schools. In 1941—52
there were 1.635 primary schools as compared to 1,937 in 1946-47.

79
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This decrease was mainly due to the abolition of some inefficient schools
as well as to the amalgamation of upper primary schools with middle
schools and lower primary schools with upper primary schools.

In the quinquennium ‘from 1947 to 1952 there is a rige In both the
number of schools as well as in the number of pupils. The rise is due
to the fact that education up ta class V has been made free from June,
1949 and therefore such children that were unable to go to schools due
to economic reasons and on account of fees could now attend schools.

ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION.

The schools in Muzaffarpur are directly under the Divisional
Inspector of Schools with headquarters at Muzaffarpur, He ig responsible
for the efficient inspection of all educational institutions for general
education of school status. He is assisted by & District Inspector of
Schools and a Special Inspecting Officer for the Education of Depressed
Classes. The Special Inspecting Officer for Muhammadan Education
and a Special Inspecting Officer for the Education of Depressed Classes
are in charge of the schools in Patna Division as well, During 1949-50
some of the work of Basic Education Board like active control and
administration, has been delegated to the general Inspectorate. Since
then, a Superintendent of Basic and Social Education is also attached
to the Inspectorate of each Division.

The District Inspector of Schools is subordinate to the Divisional
Inspector of Schools and acts as the Educational Adviser to the District
Board and Municipal authorities in all educational matters. For girls’
schools other than high schools for girls there is a District Inspectress
of Schools at Muzaffarpur who is subordinate to the Inspectress of
Schools for Bihar whose headquarters is at Patna. Each subdivision
is in charge of g Deputy Inspector of Schools. He ig immediately
responsible to the District Tnspector and acts as the Educational
Adviser to the Local Board in his subdivision. The subdivision is
again divided into several circles and each circle is in charge of a Sub-
Inspector of Schools in the Lower Division of Subordinate Educational
Service. The organisation is placed ultimately under the Director of
Public Instruction for Bihar with headquarters at Patna,.

COLLEGIATE EDUCATION.

The last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur, published in 1907,
mentions only one college in the district. There are now six colleges
in the district four of which are situateq at Muzaffarpur. The oldest
college is Langat Singh College in Muzaffarpur which was established
in the year 1899 and was first known ag Bhumijhar Brahman College.

As there was no provision for higher education in North Bihar up
to the year 1899, those sudents who wished to join a college were
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obliged to go either to Patna, to Bhagalpur or to Ca,lcuttg,. The rapid
spread of education in this part of the State led the Bhumihar Brahman
Sabha to hold a meeting in March, 1899, at which it was decided to
establish a college at Muzaffarpur. The college was actually opened
on the 3rd July, 1899. It was affiliated at first up to the I.A. standard
and raised in 1900 to the standard of a degree college.

From the outset, the college was fortunate in enlisting the
sympathy and support of a number of public-spirited gentlemen of the
Tirhut Division, who submitted to the Calcutta University Syndicate a
registered trust deed for Rs. 50,000 executed by Choudhury Mahant
Raghunath Dass, Zamindar of Jaintpur, Rai Parmeshwari Narain
Mahata Bahadur, Banker, Babu Jageshwar Pd. Singh, Pleader and
Sri Langat Singh, Zamindar, for the maintenance of the college. But
practically, from the beginning it was Sri Langat Singh, one of the
signatories of the trust deed, who had to bear the heavy burden of
maintaining the college. From 1899, till 1909, it may fairly be said
that 8ri Langat Singh exclusively carried this.burden. We find from
the Inspector’s report in 1908, that he subscribed annually Rs. 5,000

towards the maintenance of the college.

In 1907, a representative committee under the guidance of Mr. H.
C. Woodman, District Magistrate, took over the management of the
college, and great efforts were made to place it on a permanent basis.
A number of prominent leaders came fory&'ar(_i to help the institutyan.
Among those who made substantial contribution in aid of the college,
were the Maharaja Bahadur of Darbhanga and Rani Visheshwari Kuer
of Narhan. From April, 1910, the Rani contributed Rs. 125 per month,
which was later raised to Rs. 500 for some time, besides making a
grant of Rs. 3,000 towards the permanent endowment fund. From
iune, 1910, the Maharaja Bahadur of Darbhanga contributed Rs. 500
per month for a number of years towards the current expenses of the
college.  The college was also helped considerably by the Bettiah Court
of Wards. Along with a new trust fund, a Board of Trustees consist-
ing of 25 members with Mr. R. T. Greer, C.1.E.; 1.C.8., Commissioner
Tirhut Division as Chairman was fornqed. .It was fortunat.e that the
college got about this time a patron in His Highness Sir Prabhu
Narain Singh, @.c.s.1., Maharaja of Benaras who made a liberal
donation of Rs. 50,000 in aid of the college funds.

difficulty facing the college authorities was the want
of ai;ﬁ?t;ﬁi gb??ifiing. T{le Bhtgxmihar Brahman Conference in 1910
started collecting money for this purpose, and on 2ch January, 191(?,
the foundation stone of the present building was laid by the Ma.l_mra]a.
of Benaras. But as the plans were not ready, the actual erection of
the college building bad to be postponed. By 1915 more land was
purchased and the Patna University Committee drew wup a deta.v.]eq
scheme for the development of the college. In 1915, the Government

8 8 Rev.
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offered to take it over, and to develop it on condition that its finances
and its management were transferred to them. The college was actually
taken over by the Government on the 1st July, 1915, and the mname
Bhumihar Brahman College was changed into Greer Bhumihar Brahman
College. The name was subsequently changed into Langat Singh College
in 1951. In July, 1918, the construction of the new college building was
taken up, and the buildings were opened by Sir Henry Wheeler on the
96th July, 1922. Two hostels called Langat Hostel and Duke Hostel
were added to the college building. New laboratories were also erected,
and by 1930 the construction of the new buildings in accordance with
the scheme of the Patna University was completed. The college thnus
came to possess good laboratories, a library and extensive playgrounds.

During 1951-52 a number of extension schemes with respect to
construction of buildings were taken in hand and they have been
completed.  These buildings include a spacious Arts Block, Psycho-
logical Laboratory, Biological Laboratory, extension of Science
buildings and the construction of a third hostel in the college compound
for accommodating 125 students, with two sets of quarters, one for :ts
Superintendents and the other for its Assistant Superintendents. TFor
improvement of water supply in the college 2 tube-wells have been sunk
and a large water tower in the north-east corner of the college compound
has been constructed.

The college is affiliated in almost all subjects in I.A., I.Sc., B.A.,
and B.Sc. There 15 provision for Honours teaching in (1) English, (2!
History, (3) Sanskrit, (4) Persian, (5) Economics, (6) Hindi, (7)
Mathematics, (8) Philosophy, (9) Experimental Psychology, (10) Urdu,
(11) Physics, (12) Chemistry and M.A. teaching in English, Economics,
History, Hindi, Mathematics, Philosophy and Sanskrit. Physics and
Chemistry are taught up to M.Sc. standard. There are about 2,000
students in the college.

Darshan Das Mahila College, the only women’s college in the
district so far, was started in 1946 out of a handsome donation of one
Jakh of rupees by Mahanth Darshan Das of Maniarli. In 1946-47 the
college had only 15 students but in 1951-52 the number rose to 73. In
1954-55 the number had gone up beyond 75. In 1948-49 it had become
a first grade college. The college has got a good location and hostels.
The present (1957) number of students is near 200. Science classes have
been added in 1957. The College has pioneered College education for
girls in North Bihar.

In the quinquennium from 1947 to 1952 the following colleges were
started :—Ram Dayalu Singh College, and Shrikrishna Jubilee Taw
College at Muzaffarpur, Raj Narain College at Hajipur and Goenka
College at Sitamarhi. Ram Dayalu Singh College was stablished in 1948
in Muzaffarpur and is now & degree college. The colleges at Hajipur and
Qitamarhi are affilisted up to B.A. standard of the Bihar University
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while the Shrikrishna Jubilee Law College at Muzaffarpur prepares
students for B. L. examination of the Bihar University. In 1951-52
Ram Dayalu Singh College had a strength of about 1,000 students. The
present (1957) strength of students is 1,869. The Goenka College at
Sitamarhi has at the moment on the roll about 500 students while
the number of stndents in Raj Narain College is 800. All these colleges
are Government-aided while the Langat Singh College at Muzaffarpur
is now a constituent college of the Bihar University.

Apart from these colleges which prepare students for a degree in
Science or Arts, there are two special colleges namely :—(1) the Basic
Training College at Turki and (2) the Sanskrit College at Muzaffarpur.
The Basic Training College formerly known as the Sarvodaya Maha-
vidyalaya was established in February, 1951 by the Government of Bihar.

" This is & pioneer institution in the State for promotion of bigher studies

in the rural environments. The institution imparts training in subjects
such as Methodology of Social Sciences, Agriculture, Methodology of
Languages, Rural Engineering and Technology, Nursery and Kinder-
garten and Crafts. The aim is that on completion of their studies the
students will spread out either as teachers in basic institutions or as
village welfare workers or teachers for social education or rural techni-
cians. The expenditure on this institution is borne entirely by the
Government. The direct expenditure apart from building, furniture, etc.,
for the year 1951-52 was Rs. 47,641. The number of students in the
same year was 70. The present (1957) strength of students is over 100.

There is a Training College for teachers now located at Turki very
close to the Basic Training College. This is a residential institution and
gives the necessary training to the teachers and prepares them for
university degree. The college is known as Janata College.

Tirhut was well noted for Sanskrit learning. As a part of the old
Tirhut, Muzaffarpur district was also a great patron of Sanskrit and
oriental culture. There used to be quite a number of well maintained
tols in the district where the students would stay with their gurus, do
household work and be given Sanskrit education without any fees. The
gurus had dedicated themselves to the propagation of Sanskrit learning.
The gurus on their turn used to be maintained by the zamindars and
other philanthropic persons or institutions. A number of such Sanskrit
tols in Sitamarhi and Hajipur subdivisions used to attract students from
beyond the district. With the impact of the English schools and a .
generel craze for receiving English education, there has been a decline
in the Sanskrit fols many of which have faded out. -

Tt must be said to the credit of the early British administrators that
ag early as in 1811, there was a move for starting a Hindu college at
Tirhut for imparting Sanskrit education. From Original Consultation,
dated the 27th August, no. 14, 1811 preserved in Historical Records
Room of West Bengal Secretariat in Calcutta, it appears that on the
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23rd August, 1811, a letter was sent to the Committee for starting a
Hindu college at Tirhut. In this letter, the attention of the Committee
for superintending a Hindu college at Tirhut was drawn to the establish-
ment of the Hindu college in Nudiya and suggested that the plan was
to be put into effect in strict conformity with the suggestions and obser-
vations contained in that minute. The later correspondence shows that
the Senior Judge of the Court of Appeal at Patna had suggested that
the Sanskrit college should be established at Bour near Bowrrah instead
of at Muzaffarpur. The opinion was held that the Sanskrit college
should not be founded at a distance from Muzaffarpur. In Revenue
Department old correspondence, Volume 537, proceedings, G. G. in
Council dated 6th to 27th August, 1811 (preserved in Historical Records
RRoom, Writers’ Building, Calcutta) the possibility of starting the
Sanskrit college at Muzaffarpur has been examined. It was mentioned
that the bungalow lately erected at Muzaffarpur for the accommodation
of the Judge of Circuit would be perfect for holding the annual disputa-
tions and that there might be a library near it. Along with this letter,
a plan of the library proposed to be erected was sent. In their letter
no. 14, dated the 27th August, 1811, the Committee considered that the
Hindu college at Tirhut could well be supervised from Fort William. A
copy of a minute recorded by the Council of Governor General on the
6th March, 1812, was sent in which it was finally decided that the Hindua
college at Tirhut would be founded.

Obviously the old Dharma Samaj Sanskrit Vidyalaya, established in
1873, was a continuation of the Sanskrit Hindu College established in
1811. The old Dharma Samaj Sanskrit Vidyalaya was converted into the
Dharma Samaj Sanskrit College at Muzaffarpur in January, 1917, after
the separation of Bihar from Bengal. The college owes its origin largely
to the munificence of the Maharajadhiraj of Darbhanga whose house has
always been a great patron of Sanskrit learning and oriental culture.
The Dharma Samaj Sanskrit College imparts education in the following
branches of oriental studies :—Vedas, Karmakanda, Philosophy, Puran,
Vrakaran, Sahitya, Jyotisa, Ayurveda and Agam. Besides these subjects
instruction is given in English and Hindi as well. The annual expen-
diture incurred is approximately Rs. 50,000. The college was first main-
tained by philanthropic persons by their donations but later on it was
taken over by the State Government. ~With the spread of the present
trends of education, there has been a certain amount of modernisation
of the institution. English is taught to the students and there have also
been changes in the curricula. It is now a modern type of a Sanskrit
college.

SECONDARY EDUCATION.

For 20 years after the formation of the district, Muzaffarpur had
only one high school but the number rose to 4 in 1895. The number hasg
steadily gone up and became 17 in 1937. In 1946 there were 37 high
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schools while the corresponding number in 1951-52 is 60. The Chapman
Girls’ High School in Muzaffarpur was the first high sqhool for girls.
A small percentage of girls attend the Boys’ high schools in the district.
The Chapman Girle” High School was started as the Chapman Pathsala
in 1905 with 50 girls on roll. It was first an upper primary school and
then it became a middle English school. It was converted into a high
school in 1936 and was provincialised in 1949 under the Bihar Education
Post-War Development Scheme. The number of girl students is 500
in 1957.

The number of boys in the high schools in 1905 as mentioned in the
last District Gazetteer was 1,279. It rose to 1,569 in 1911, to 3,152 in
1932 and to 4,269 in 1937. The number has steadily gone up and n
1952 the number was 9,468. The number of students in the Chapman
Girls’ High School was 124 in 1936, 207 in 1941-42, in 1951-52 the
number was 330. As mentioned the number shot up to 500 in 1957.

According to the last District Gazetteer the annual cost of educating
each pupil was Rs. 20-11-5. This figure represents the average of per
capita expenditure of all institutions both Government and private. The
cost in Government institutions was more by about Rs. 11 than the
average. In 1941-42 the average expenditure per pupil in high schools
rose to Rs. 89 out of which an average of Rs. 29-12-0 was met by the
fees. In 1951-52 the average expenditure per high school pupil is ne?,rhy
Rs. 90-12-0. For the girls’ high school it will be slightly more, i.e.,
Rs. 98-6-0 approximately.

In the quinquennium from 1947 to 1952 far-reaching changes i the
curriculum and organisations of secondary schools were introduced. The
teaching of English was discontinued before class VIII; and there was
a gradual introduction of basic and technical bias for serving the needs
of students of different aptitudes and abilities for meeting the require-
ments of different spheres of national life.

MipprLE ScHOOLS.

Previously the middle schools were divided into two classes,
namely,—(a) middle English schools, i.e., schools teaching up to middle
schola}ship examination in which English formed part of the course
and (b) middle vernacular schools, i.e., schools which taught up 10
middle scholarship examination but where no English was taught.
After 1911 there were no mldd_le vernacu.lar schools and qll mlddl'e
schools taught English. But since the new changes _regardmg curmi-
culum were introduced English is no longer taught in any of these
schools. The curriculum in these schools has algo_ been ex,tended_. The
study of that class of curriculum known as humanities ha:s been widened
and an attempt is made to make the chlldren finger trained as oppesed
to mere book learning. The senior basic schools are also connted under



86 MUZAFFARPUR.

the heading of middle schools. The table below gives an idea of the
progress of middle schools in the district :—

Middle ‘ Middle | Total |
Year. English | Verna- | BUmber:  Nymper of
iSchools. ! cular of | “pupils.
Schools, | Midale |
|' ’Sohools.g
1880 .. e . 6 13 19 1,177
1885 .. . .o 8 8 16 1,201
1895 . .. ‘e 7 8 15 988
1905 . ‘e . 7 7 14 705
1932 . .. .- ‘e e 63 6,179
1937 ‘e . .o .. .. 73 8,627
1942 . o . e . 106 12,478
1947 . . . . .. 151 18,370
1952 .. .. ‘e .o . 264 34,884
(including
Senior
Basic
Schoois).
1957 . ‘e .o R 238 34,954

The figures for the period between 1880 and 1905 have been taken from
the last District Gazetteer while the rest of the figures are compiled from
the qumquexlmal reports and other Government records. The hiatus
bgtwgen 1905 and 1932 cannot be filled up nor can the separate figures
of middle English and middle vernacular schools be given as no reliable
statistics are available. The last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur
m.ent,10n5 only one girls’ middle school, namely, the Methodist Mission
Girls” School. The number of girls’ middle schools increased to 2 in
1942, to 13 in 1947 and to 17 in 1952. The attendance in these schools
18 steadily increasing. It was 218 in 1942, 1,258 in 1947 and 2,202 in
1952. A number of middle schools are co-educational and the number of
girls attending middle schools has exceeded the figure of 2,202 in 1959.

Thg last Distri_ct szetteer does not mention the cost of education
per pupil per year in middle schools. In 1941-42 it was approximately

EDUCATION. 87

Rs. 18 for boys and Rs. 24-1-0 for girls. In 1946-47 it was near about
Rs. 98-8-0 for boys and for girls it was nearly Rs. 41. The correspond-
ing figure in 1951-52 for boys is a little more than Rs. 58 and nearly
Rs. 86 for girls. The rise in the cost in the boys’ education is very
steep. This rise is, probably, due to the opening of the senior basic
achools which need more equipments and better trained and better paid
teachers. The senior basic schools are Government schools. Most of
the others are Government aided. The Girls’ Middle School at Hajipur
was provincialised in 1945. The number of middle scholarships is 14,
out of which 3 are reserved for girls.

PriMARY EDUCATION.

The figures of the primary schools are as follows :—

Year. Number of Number of
schools. pupils.
1880 2,432 18,682
1885 1,765 19,209
1895 e e 898 19,745
1905 ... .. 1,033 31,890
1911 vee .. 1,244 35,890
1937 1,772 58,072
1942 1,820 69,769
1947 e .. 1,565 67,352
1952 . 1,753 73,605
1957 .. e 2,324 1,32,423
1t will be observed that decrease in the number of schools did not

mean decrease in the attendance. The decrease in the number of schools
in the decade 1885 to 1895 was due to the introduction in that year of
the rule that pathshalas having five boys or only such boys as were related
to the teachers were to be excluded from the returns. Between the years
1885 and 1895 & similar rule that schools with less than 10 pupils should
receive no aid from public funds again caused & serious decrease. The
figures in 1947 indicate a fall both in the number of schools and in the
number of pupils. This is due to the fact that a number  of lower
primary schools were amalgamated with the upper primary schools and
» number of upper primary schools were amalgamated with the middle
schools. When the upper primary schools became a part of the middle
gchools the students were returned as students of middle scho.ols.' This
fact is borne out by the figures undfzr middle schoo_l. The rise in the
number of pupils for middle schools is nearly 4,_000 in 1947 but is only
nearly 1,000 in 1942. The decrease, therefore, 18 due to the amalgama-

tion and to different categorization.

The last District Gazetteer mentions the .cost of education per
pupil as Rs. 2-6-0 from all sources and Rs. 1-3-9 from public funds. It
rose to Rs. 6-9-0 in 1937, to Rs. 11-9-6 in 1947 and to Rs. 17-11-0 in



88 MUZAFFARPUR.

1952. The cost in girls’ primary schools per pupil was Rs. 4-9-7 in 1942,
Rs. 5-12-9 in 1947 and nearly Rs. 9 in 1952.

The number of upper primary schools in the district of Muzaffarpur
is 508 and the number of lower primary schools is 1,245. 'I'here are 19
upper primary scholarships and 76 lower primary scholarships for pupils
out of which 26 are for girls, 7 for Muhamadans and 8 for Harijan castes
i both the stages.

Since 1949 primary education up to class V has been made free. In
order to compensate for the loss from the fees, the municipalities and
district boards have been given extra grants by the State Government.

In 1938 the State Government introduced compulsory education in
the district headquarters of Muzaffarpur. The quinquennial report for
1937-42, however, observes ** the measure has not proved as successful
as was hoped.  This is because the authorities have been reluctant to
enforce compulsion and the war has created chances of employment for
children which the parents are loath to forego.”” There has not been
much improvement in the position since. The other municipalities in
the district, namely, Hajipur, Sitamarhi and Lalgunj, have also since
introduced compulsory education. Not much progress, however, appears
to have been made in this direction.

In Muzaffarpur town, there are 42 institutions which are under the
schemes of compulsory education. The total population of the children
of school-going age (age-group 6 to 10 years) has been estimated to be
4,170 of whom 3,472 received education in 1951-52. The proportion of
enrolment and average daily attendance to the population of children of
school-going age is 83 per cent and 74 per cent, respectively. The total
expenditure for the town of Muzaffarpur for the year 1951-52 was
Rs. 91,451.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION.

The Engineering College, Muzaffarpur has two parts, namely,
(1) Muzaffarpur Institute of Technology and (2) Tirhut School of
Engineering.

Muzaffarpur Tnstitute of Technology was started in 1954 in the
Tirhut School of Engineering, Muzaffarpur. Separate buildings for the
Institute and hostels are under construction at Daudpur.* The course is
spread over four years leading to the Degree of Bachelor of Civil Engi-
neering of the Bihar University. The total number of present students
is 180.

The Tirhut School of Engineering was started in 1949 at the pre-
miges of the Tirhut Technical Institute that was established in 1995.
The Subordinate Engineering classes which were attached to the Bihar
College of Engineering in Patna were transferred to the Institute from
July, 1952 as the Engineering College in Patna was transferred to the
control of the Patna University. The present course is for three years
followed by one year's practical training leading to the diploma in

*The foundation stone was laid on 21st April 1956. by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,
the Prime Minister of India,
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ivi trical and Mechanical Engineering awarded by the State
1031:&11‘:1 I(i):fle'f{‘echnical Education. Diploma in Civi,l Engineering has beel;
suspended from 1954 and in its place two years special dlplom; c.ou‘rgn
in Civil Engineering wa# started with I.8c. as the minimum admissio
qualification. The total number of students at present 1 250.

of Engineering has now been converted info an Englf
neeriigeC?)(I:l];;Zl afﬁliatgd to thgg Bihar University. T};lere k}?asl b::goz
great expansion in the Engineering College recently. The school s
for turning out Overseers has been maintained.
SPECIAL SCHOOLS.

igtrict Gazetteer mentions 14 Special. Schools in 190?,

thret;r gfe éa}fitclf)g;e Guru-training or glementary training schoolg i ;n

each subdivision for the teachers of primary schools. Tpe reénamkri%

were Sanskrit tols which prepared candidates for 1;h_eh]31ha,rt dants

Sanjiban.  There are six training schools in 1957 with 531 students.

Basio EDUCATION. 1510

i ion was introduced in this district in the year ).

A nfniifr ?)(}u;:itg:ry and middle schools were converted into basic

schools. The following table will show the number of various typfes of
basic schools and their numerical strength during the year 1951-52 :—

Number Nun;ber
t
- For boys. | For girls. bo(; E g?ﬂs.
. 92 8
Post Basic .e .e 1 .
i 8,191 1,132
Senior Basic . N 59 2
Junior Basic . .o }! Nil Ni J

The following table shows the b;esent position of the basic
schools.:—

Number | Number
For boys. | For girls. of of
- boys. girls.
e 213 14
Post Pasic 2
i .. 65 3
Senior Basic .o { } 17,936 2,438
3
Junior Basic oo o 120 }
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Instruction is imparted in the following crafts :—Spinning, Weaving,
Book-binding, Agriculture and Carpentry. The articles produced by the
pupils and the teachers are sold and the money is credited in the treasury.
In 1951-52 the earning from this source was Rs. 2,268 in post basic and
Rs. 80,372 in senior basic schools. It is difficult to say if the basic
education will pay its own way. This new. system of education appears
to have been well received by the people in the rural areas and a number
of offers of land for basic schools have been received.

The basic schools work under the control of the District Education
Council with the District Magistrate as the President and District
Inspector of Schools as the Secretary.  The Chairman of the District
Board with three Subdivisional Officers, the Principal of the Turki
Sarvodaya Mahavidyalay, the Principal of the L. 8. College, a repre-
sentative of the Primary Teachers’ Association, a representative of the
Secondary School Teachers’ Association and the Superintendent of Basic
and Social Education are the members of this Council. There are also
four additional members nominated by the Government. Each basic
school has s local committee of its own which functions as advisory
body.

Soc1aL EpucaTioN CENTRES.

The scheme for social education provides not only for the training
in the three R’s, but also provides for instruction in a variety of useful
subjects and activities. Each centre has a daily literacy class. There
are cultural programmes and social gatherings from time to time. Reli-
gious songs, readings from religious books, newspapers and magazines,
practical demonstration on agricultural tasks, village welfare work form
a part of the work of a social education centre. Most of these centres
are housed in school or college buildings or in the offices of Gram
Panchayat or Co-operative Societies.

After the 8lst March, 1952 there were 74 centres in this district.
The number of persons participating in the work of these centres wus
4,971 men and 123 women. The total expenditure for these centres
incurred by the Government for 1951-52 was Rs. 67,247. 27 circulating
libraries are working in this district under this scheme.

LIBRARIES.

The last District Gazetteer does not mention any public library.
The library movement has been encouraged and in 1951-52 there were
307 libraries in Muzaffarpur district. The number of libraries in 1957
is 611.

EDUCATION OF THE BACKWARD COMMUNITIES.

Thirty-two special schools for Momins and backward Muslim com-
munities were running in the district including two for girls in 1951-52.
Besides there were 17 special Harijan schools which were financed by

institutions have naturally fostere
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the Welfare Department. The total expenditure incurred by the
Government on these centres for 1951-52 was Rs. 21,266.

In 1956-57 there were 54 special schools for Harljans and Back-
ward Muslim communities with 2,024 boys and 200 girls as scholars.

YourE WELFARE ACTIVITIES.

The National Cadet Corps, Bihar Scouts and Guides, Junior Red
Cross, sports and physical education are some of the youth welfare
activities that may be mentioned.

Some other institutions for the welfare of the youth such as
Physical Training Institute, etc., have been noticed in the chapter on

Social Welfare.
JAIN PRAKRIT RESEARCH INSTITUTE.

Jain Prakrit Research Institute has bee_n established at Vaisali in
Hajipur subdivision. Vaisali is taken as the birth-place of Lord Mahabir,
the 24th Tirthankar of the Jains glthough there are some J ains yvho do
not concede this. Some excavations had been made at V31§a11 and a
number of ancient relics had been found. Tg fnark th.e blrthday of
Lord Mahabir a mels has been started at Vaisali. All this has given
great encouragement and an institute for the study of J. ainology has been
started at Vaisali in 1956. The institution has still to develop. It may,
in a way, be described to be the pucleus whlqh pllght one day deYelop
into a full-fledged Vaisali University. The rapid increase of educational
snstitutions of various types in the district and the expansion of thg older
: d the idea of an University for Tirhut.



CHAPTER VIIL
SOCIAL WELFARE.

CO-OPERATIVE INSTITUTIONS.

The first co-operative society in Muzaffarpur was an Amla
Co-operative  Society registered in 1912. The Muzaftarpur
Central Bank was started in May, 1913. The annual report for
1915-16 shows that there were 69 societies with unlimited liabilities in
the Sadar subdivision out of which 64 were affiliated to the Bank. One
Central Bank at Sitamarhi was registered in 1920 and another at
Hajipur in 1921 in order to supervise and finance the sucieties which
were organised in those subdivisions. The movement made rapid
progress during the next 10 years and by 1930 there were 190 societies
in Muzaffarpur Sadar subdivision, 230 in Sitamarhj and 197 in Hajipur
subdivisions.  Most of them were agricultural societies with unlimited
liabilities while the remaining were non-agricultural.  These societies
contracted big loans from the respective Banks. The economic
depression that had set in from 1980 changed the position and the
members began to default. The Central Banks in their turn found it
difficult to meet their obligations. Government had to set up a
Committee to review the condition of the Co-operative Institutions in
Bibar and according to its recommendations, the All-India Act of 1912
was replaced by the Provincial Act of 1935. Thig Act aimed at improv-
ing the finances of the mcvement, putting restrictions on borrowing
and grants of loans. It also provided for the supersession of com-
mittees, compulsory affiliation of registered societies to the Provincial
Federation and provisions for surcharge and penalties.

But the stagnation that had set in still continued. In 1938
Government decided to rehabilitate the movement and provide inter
alia the scaling down of the dues of the members to their repaying
capacity and writing off the losses. Accordingly Muzaffarpur and
Hajipur Central Banks were re-constituted and the Sitamarhi Central
Bank in which the percentage of net deficit to gross liabilities was over

50 per cent was put under liquidation in 1941, The societies under
1t were also liquidated.

The organisation of Multi-purpose Co-operative Societies on an
experimental basis was taken up in this district at Bithauli in Hajipur
subdivision and Kishrawan in Sadar subdivision. The scheme envisaged
economic development of the entire village by arranging supply of seeds
and manures, supply of consumer goods, promotion of sanitation,
adult education, development of village industries, cattle welfare and

village communications. The multi-purpose co-operative societies
have made some headway.

At present there are three Central Banks, one in each subdivision
and various types of Co-operative Societies totalling 994.
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Co-OPERATIVE HEALTH ASSOCIATION.

This association was founded in 1926. Its aim is to promote
general health of the people by preventive measures and to foster aha
encourage sanitary habits. The Association arranges lectures on
Health and Hygiene.

It started s gymnasium in Muzaffarpur in 1947. It ran the local
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre for several years but as the work
increased the Centre was handed over fo a separate Committee. It
runs village health centres for over 50 villages in Muzaffarpur districs.
Health workers' training camps are also arranged periodically by the
Association,

THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION, MUZAFFARPUR.

The Co-operative Health Association, .Muzaﬁ‘al_*pur started the
College of Physical Education in 1938 to give facilities to the young
men for proper physical instruction.  The institution has its own
building, playground and apparatus.  The institution receives liberal
aid from the Government. It is run by a Committee with the District
Magistrate as Chairman.

Sr1 RaM KRISHNA VIVEKANANDA SEVASRAM.

This institution was started in 1926 and is now one of the well-
known institutions of Muzaffarpur. .The Ashram commenced 1ty
career of services with free homeopathic and allopathic treatmlents bug
now in addition to this work, it runs a big eye hospital, SIChOO'dagd a
centre for teaching handicrafts.  The institution is libera l}}lr aide zzz
both the State and India Governments. The Ashram aa:i ta tl;)‘nc
compound and a number of pucca houses which accommo algb e
homeopathic outdoor dispensary, allopathic outdoor dispensary, tlh r,a:ry,
eye hospital, clinical research laboratory, schools, post office, thakur-
bari, ete.

g Mamia SHILPA XKALA BHAWAN, MUZAFFARPUR.

hila Shilpa Kala Bhawan, Muzaffarpur was established 1n
1937 Ttl';)e il\rﬁ)art indlfstrial education to women to.d((eirllable htkcl:lem al::g
earn their own living. It runs a half-time Iltlll_ (11 .2;:.110 and
various crafts like tailoring, ha.nd-kmttl.ng,. mac me-}0 ni llﬂ g, o
broidery and peedle work, weaving, Spinning, ;arpe l;la,l'{?her gv;7 ork};
making, clay modelling, dyeing and calico printing, fancy ther wo ht’
orks. domestic science, drawing, painting and music are é{ .
The iwotl;tu’tion is aided by the Government.  Classes for :ea,c g
'filrlfs 1111;1 to Secondary School standard have been added recently.
D

Tug DISTRICT SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND AIRMEN’S BoARD.

i the 9th July, 1944 with the District
tl‘hm Boariswgﬁafi(;;l:;f onIi;s; aim is toy help the Government mi
Maglstrate a‘E'i;] keep a watch over the Welfare of the Army persc;rlx.ne
B Temese s,‘cemgn. Tt serves the military personnel by set mg
:1111 dirth'z'ozlglsezmat home and tries to help the ex-servicemen an
e
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their relatives for better living; it helps the disabled personnel and
families of the deceased personnel to get seftlement of their pension or
other claims. It helps the military also in administration of discipline,
leave and verification of other matters.

Within a decade of its existence, it has helped Government 1n the
recruitment of over 6,000 persong and hag already dealt with over 4,000
cases of ex-servicemen. The Board has helped to get a large number
of family pension and disability pension cases settled by Government
of India. The Board has also actively taken up a large number of
cases of settlement of accounts and also cases of alleviation of distress.
The distress cases were referred to the Record Centres and higher
authorities for financial help. The Board also secures grants as well
for the children and dependents of ex-servicemen for their education.
Certain number of immediate relief grants have also been awarded by
the Board to ex-servicemen.

Home ror THE HOMELESS.

The institution ¢ Home for the Homeless '’ at -Muzaffarpur 18
primarily meant for giving training in handicrafts to the destitutes.
One of the objectives 1s to stop begging and to make the beggarg earn
their own livelihood. Cane-work, carpentry, lathe, tailoring work are
some of the items taught. This institution was declared as a Work
Home under the Anti-Beggary Act in force in Muzaffarpur town since
26th January 1955,

MuzAFFARPUR CLUB.

Muzaffarpur Club was established in 1885. It is one of the
oldest institutions for social amenities in Muzaffarpur. Originally this
club was meant for the Europeans only and was the centre of sociai
activities of the European planters and officials for about fifty years.
The European planters were scattered all over North Bihar. Muzaffar-
pur was their biggest attraction for social life. In 1913 the Stewards
of the ** January Meet '’ who used to organise Polo and horse races on
the Race Course in Muzaffarpur resolved to hand over the manage-
ment to the Muzaffarpur Club Committee. ~The Muzaffarpur Club
took over the assets of the Stewards and successfully organized the
Polo and Race meetings for several years. 1In 1919 the members of
Planters’ Club merged with the Muzaffarpur Club.

The club has its own extensive buildings situated on an attractive
site facing the Sikandarpur ** Mun '’ (river bed) and overlooking the
Sikandarpur maidan. The site of the club was a gift from the family of
the Zamindar of Jaintpur in Hajipur subdivision.

Now the membership of the club is open to Government, Civil
and Military Officers as well as to the general public. The club has
always had a large membership. There are provisions for tennis,
badminton, golf, cricket, and other outdoor games. It has a cgvered
swimming pool. There is also provision for billiards and other indoor
games. The club has a well-equipped Library. It affords residential
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quarters for members who drop in from distant places or for guests of
the members.  There is a co-operative store attached to the club. The
club is affiliated to many of the first-rate clubs in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh.

TeE ORIENT CLUB, MUZAFFARPUR.

The Orient Club, Muzaffarpur was founded in 1904 and hag been
an excellent ground for social contacts since then.  The club has its
own building on a big plot of land.  The property of the club vests in
a board of trustees. The club offers facilities for both indoor and
outdoor games. In the Great Earthquake of 1934 the club building
was very badly damaged. The club took upon itself the humanitarian
work of helping distressed persons and a large number of huts were
raised on the club ground with the help of the club members for the
people who had lost their houses. ~The club re-built its house very
soon and has continued to foster social life in Muzaffarpur. The club
has a good library. It organises cultural shows, theatricals and
literary meetings. -

There is a juvenile section of the club affiliated to All-India
Hindusthan Scout Association.

Tre TowN CLUB, MUZAFFARPUR.

The Town Club, Muzaffarpur has a large membership. This club
also affords facilities for tennis and other outdoor games and some
other indoor games. The club stands on its own ground quite close to
Muzaffarpur Club. It has a good library.

SUHRID SANGH, MUZAFFARPUR.

This is a literary institution established in 1935. It has a big
library. The Sangh has been successfully working 1n the interest of
the Hindi language and literature in various ways. The institution gets
financial assistance from the Government and runs night schools and
adult education centres. It has a gection for the children _known as
the Sishu Mandal. The institution has a large membership.  The
club organises literary and cultural meets.

Teg RoTARY CLUB.

The Rotary Club of Mugzaffarpur which was formed in 1953 holds

its Weeledy me?;ings in the Muzaffarpur Club. .’I‘he. Rotary Ch}b has
1;3, ed an important role in fostering healthy social life of the citizens
e[m)ndy businessmen of North Bihar. Well informed and educative talks

are a prominent feature of the weekly meetings.
Har1 SABHA.

is | old organisation for religious meetings and there 1s
a migll]: sl(s:h:ofi?’;ached to it. Religious discourses are regularly held.

Karr Barr
The Kali Bari where the deity of Kali is established attracts visitors
and warshippers from all over the State.



CHAPTER IX.
PUBLIC HEALTH

NuTrITION.

The wormal diet of the common man consists of cereals and a
small quantity of dal and vegetables. The food is deficient in animal
protemn such as milk, fish, meat, eggs, etc.. and is high in carbohydrate
and the deficiency of these proteing not only makes it deficient in a
number of vitamins, such as B-12 and animo acids like methionine
and colin, but due to this acute deficiency in animal protein, the inci-
dence of infantile cirrhosis is not lower than in any ether parts of
India.  The diet is definitely unbalanced and natural resistance to
diseases among the people is poor.

Virar STATISTICS.

The following statement indicates the rates of birthg and deaths
per thousand of the population in the district sinee 1920 :—

Year. Birth rate. Death rate
1920 35.50 29.33
1921 35.69 27.34
1922 33.94 26.74
1923 36.01 92.78
1924 35.01 99.44
1925 33.06 21.83
1928 37.29 24.45
1927 37.39 26.26
1928 34.23 } 26.18
1929 36.14 926.87
1930 33.77 40.47
1931 33.60 29.70
1932 33.92 21.47
1933 47.49 23.20
1934 33.76 24.03
1935 37.08 24.93
1936 88.58 24.22
1937 33.02 22.54
1938 34.58 25.65
1939 34.08 23.44
1940 33.67 23.06
1941 36.15 24.45
1942 27.54 16.39
1943 26.96 19.64
1944 26.36 40.96
1945 25.50 28.87
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Year. Birth rate. Death rate,
1946 95.54 . %gig
1947 20.921 15.27
1948 18.28 10:98
1949 23.24 13.04
1850 24.02 121 '64
1951 24.22 .

' y registeri irths and deaths by the village
The present system of registering birt s
ahowkSSa?s is faulty in the sense that they ?ge_ mﬁ vexgg ue;;izri,;t; :;rﬁcé
Iy reliable. They are, bowever, suiiciently. ac '
;gf-pf)iyof calculating the agpmxzma(tie gr}c;wtlltlhpi theogf)og?égf; a;e(z ;:f
howing the relative healthiness and unhealthiness eren
%{l;:l g:a%th rate had exceeded the birth rate seven times, viz., in 1892,

1894, 1806, 1930, 1944, 1945 and 1946.

\ holera carried away over 56
the vear 1896 when the outhreak of ¢ ‘
thoui?ncl} pgrsons, the death rate (46.70 per 1,000) was very high.
: 7 1 for loss of humau
Le vears 1030, 1944 and 1945 were abnorma .
livesg;ee 3;2 cholera and malarial fever. The year 1944 claimed the
highest toll. In the wake of 1934 earthquake for about 10 yslaars,l
mgrbality due to fever remained at an almost uniformly dhzgh i;?s
culminating in the year 1944 and the average mortality u}z‘}ng i
period stoo% at 55,465 per year. In all ;ﬁ}lxler ty:a;sdd%rﬁrslgi’g ;?Jtpf;ore’
‘ Jonrthg of the total deatns, ; .
fevers alone accounted for three-fon f the tota] el 1 as heen
ing the period 198051, the trend in vita 8 been
?o‘g;?gs aepfogrefssive increase 1;}1 pz;pulatmnde gxgggtbi fg}f . ;&e yeTagz
i hen the death rate excee -
mentioned above o, i death rate of 40.96 per thousand, the bighest
it sgs jyela}‘ viod and a close second to it was 1930 with a death frai(;e o
xtg’;nptéi‘lstgsumnd when cholera and fevers took a large foll of lives.

i ined practically stationary ix} the
Although the population had remal 63556,575 : 31951, B o

decade 19117, welled 2 ears and 6.9 per cent during the
) abou?te%ﬂ?:rvgs??:ﬁ?n ?ff :izholera and fevers (malanaé 1:;
o degade oot The highest mortality from fever alone occung; as
;gﬁerggnéo%zg.me and in 1945 the ﬁg}n;e 11(11 fihxslgizpec({) :iv;g O
' ag registered in 1949, 198,
The lowest nufiber Zirieizggr;; mgrtalities ranging bgtween ?;6.1"7%
e fhe Ogh?)eg’r yin 1931, showing an average of deaths per yes
o 1080 e erage of births per year of 73,003

52,071 as against an &Y . o
: ’ mentioned in the last District
sth rabe, 0 Mstey h?cholem snd famine, the refurns

As regards birth - ‘
Gagetteer that 1n splteltaf O(t)hsh?;ag: e of nearly 80,000 births over

for the 9 years 1892-7L0 P 000 10 1051 (statistics from 1904 fo
aths. The statistics 10 ‘n spite of the birth rate being
(11;?9 snot being available) show that n 8pl 8 Rer.

7
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higher than the death rate, the birth rate in general is gradually declin-
ing. It was 48.66 per thousand in 1904, 35.50 per thousand in 1920.
33.77 per thousand in 1930, 33.67 per thousand n 1940 and 24.22 per
thousand in 1951.

PRINCIPAL DISEASES.
Fever,

Under this head are generally included in the reports submitted
by the chowkidars, malarial fever, tuberculosis, pheumonia and
typhoid fever, although the number of malaria cases is by far the
largest in this group. Asg already stated the years 1930, 1944, 1945
and 1946 were abnormal for the loss of human lives due to fevers and
cholera, of which fever, i.e., malarial fever acted as the chief cause of
deaths in the district.  In the wake of the 1934 earthquake, for about
12 years, mortality due to fever in the district remained at an almost
uniformly high level culminating in the year 1944 and the average
mortality during this period stood at 55,465 per year.

Malaria,

The district appears to have never heen free from malaria
altogether, although its intensity varied from year to year. The years
immediately preceding the great earthquake of 1934 as far back as
1929 were also malarious more or Jess. This disease had shown
a tendency to be localised in certain areas, namely, villages Bairagnia,
Auraj, Rajkhand, Basua, Dumri, Chihuta, etc., in Katra police-station,
Majorganj and some 10 or 12 neighbouring villages in Sitamarhi sub-
division and villages round-about Patepur in  Hajipur subdivision.
Villages which were worst affected lay along the banks of streams
Lakhandei, Baghmati, Purani Baghmati known as Manusmara and
Baya, which are dead or dying rivers, overflowing their banks during
the rainy season, leading to formation of innumerable spills and swamps
when the flood water recedes and thereby increasing the number of
breeding grounds for mosquitoes of malaria carrying species.  The
great earthquake came ag a cataclysm and its ravages were very
extensive indeed throughout the district. The general contour of
land including that of beds of rivers was badly disturbed and its after-
effects were felt in the shape of a malaria epidemic which started from
the autumn of 1935 and went on increasing till it showed signg of
abatement in 1936. It flared up again necessitating the opening of
nine malaria’ centres in the district to cope with the situation, The
worst affected thanas were Katra, Minapur, Sadar, Shakra, Paroo,
Belsand, Sheohar, Majorganj, Sursand, Patepur, Mahua and Lalganj.
The epidemic was at its fullest height from March to October, in 1936;
and after a slight repose had a second wave from November, 1936 to
January, 1937 and then it gradually declined. 'This fall in 1936 was
only a seasonal lull; there was a flare up, more or less severe, year after
year till it attained the zenith in 1944 and 1945 and gradually declined
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in intepsity until it assumed its comparatively present low level since
1948.

- laria survey was conducted in the district in the
yearé‘igfé;lég%?dge%t X:VZS ha;eld t-hayt the rainfall and humidity cond1’§1tons
in the district were favourable for the growth of anopheline mosquitoes
and also for the development and transmission of malaria parasites.
A.culicifacics and A.minimus were the two carrier species found in
the course of investigations.

Evidence of movement of population to this district from known
malarious localities was found, although it was not quite definite as to the%
part played by this population movement in respect of introduction o
malaria in the district. The main recommendations regarding ar}m‘;
malaria steps were : (a) measures directed against anopheline breeding
grounds and (b) mass treatment with anti-malarial drugs,

i arri i time and the
Malaria surveys have been carried out from time to
anti-malaria scheme of the Public Health Department, Bihar has been
implemented in the district of Muzaffarpur. Some details as given
below of this work will be of interest.

Morsand, P.-S. Runism’dpur.——Tbe anti-malaria', scheme of_ t&_xe
Public Health Department, Bihar raised one malaria control unit in
May, 1949 in the district of Muzaffarpur with its headquarters unit at
village Morsand, police-station Runisaidpur in Sitamarhi subdivision
as malaria epidemic was reported from the villages under pohce-statéog
Runisaidpur.  Before directing any antl-ma}arla measures, t}le s.ab1
remained engaged in carrying ous entomological and epidemiologica
investigations in twenty-two villages covering an areg of twenty-ﬁ)ée
square miles along the course of the Lakhandei river under Runisaid-
pur police-station.  Due to the floods and excessive rains, the aiga
remains inuhdated for most of the period of the year. Whe? A :
flood water recedes, pools of water are left behind with the result tha
mosquitoes find those swamps an ideal place for breeding

i smission season starts from June and lasts up to
Novelll[n?)l::lzngmtrlllis period is further strengthened by excessive rainfall,
ﬁoods and influx of new persons from different parts of the State on
the occasion of religious fairs, with the rf_:sult. that the immunes &n_d
non-immunes have to stay together, resulting in a flare up of malaria

idemic. In July, 1949, indoor house-spraying ’?per.atlons, scient1-
EIZ;]], known as * Interception of vector species”’ with D. D, T.
reéidflal spray, were carried out in all thq villages undej,r eontrcc)ll t:Lnd
inued up to February, 1950.  Collections of mosquitoes and other
continued 7 de and it was noticed that there h_ad been a remarka})le
dute t‘?" o 'Irrlm mosquito density. ~ Before the indoor house-spraying
reduction lwere undertaken, spleen census and parasite rate were
Opemh?insnd after the completion of house-spraying it was noticed thas
recorded & ts had been considerably reduced from 36.6 per cent to
i?;gﬁeréez imd this rate was further reduced to 0.0 per cent during
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1951-52 after repeating the house-spraying operations. The parasite
rate was reduced from 16.5 per cent to 0.0 per cent at the end of
1951-52 operations,

In view of the low endemicity of the area achieved by means of
D. D. T. spraying and distribution of anti-malaria drugs, it was
proposed to shift the malaria control unit from Muzaffarpur district to
some highly malarious area of the State of Bihar. 'The proposal was
accepted by the Government and accordingly the malaria control unis

was shifted in July, 1952 from Morsand to Madhuban at Parasnath
Hills in Hazaribagh District.

Babhangawan (Sitamarhi subdivision).—In April, 1952, malaria
survey was carried out by the staff of the malarig control unit, Morsand,
in village Babhangawan and the surrounding villages of Sitamarhi
police-station as it was reported that virulent type of malaria had broken
out in that area.  Accordingly, survey was undertaken and during the
course of an investigation, only sporadic cases of malaria were mes
with. The area is situated on the border of the old bed of the
Baghmati and gets inundated during the floods.  After the floods
recede, innumerable breeding grounds are created, which afford
favourable conditions for the anopheline mosquitoes to breed.  Cattle
sheds are never separated from the human dwellings. They also
favour mosquito-breeding.

On examination it was noticed that the area was of low endemicity
as maximum spleen rate of 6.6 per cent wag recorded in village
Rampur.  High parasite rate of 15.0 per cent was, however, recorded
which shows that the inhabitants form reservoir of malaria infection.

Majorganj (Sitamarhn subdivision).—In February, 1952, malana
survey was undertaken by the staff of the Malarig Control Unit, Morsand
Anti-malaria Scheme, Bihar, at village Majorganj and the surrounding
villages of the subdivision of Sitamarhi with a view to find out the
prevalence of malaria. At the time of the survey, it was gathered
that some ten or twelve years back, the whole area was under the grip
of malaria epidemic, which lasted for about four years and thereafter
the incidence of malaria declined. Due to the change in the course
of the Manusmara and its subsequent merger in the Lakhandes,
malaria problem in thig area is now not so alarming and the disease
only commences with the onset of the monsoon and ends with it.
Living conditions are far from satisfactory with the result that 9.0 per
cent of the inhabitants are exposed to malaria infection.

On investigation it was found that the area is of low endemicity as

highest spleen rate of 3.15 per cent was recorded at village Dheng.
Average parasite rate was 3.9 per cent,

Matiara, Damodar and Jahangir Patra.—In September, 1951 a
maldria survey was carried out at Matiata, Damodar and Jahar;gir
Patra, villages of Hajipur subdivision, as deaths due fo g serious type
of malaria were reported from this area.

)
)
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On investigation it was found that the area wag of low endemicity
and the spleen rate recorded at these places was only 2.2 per cent.
Parasite rate recorded was 12.6 per cent which is considered to be
high and was due to fresh infection on account of malaria transmission
season, which usually lasts from August to November.

At present a number of malaria centreg are working in the distriet
ip addition to the Avurvedic and the Tibbi malaria centres. Kala-azar
centres in the district also supplement the work of malaria centres in
treating malaria cases.  The District Board dispensaries also give
treatment to malaria cases.

Plague.

Although plague was introduced in India from China in 1897-98,
the district first suffered from bubonic plague in 1900 when there were
a few sporadic cases.

Tt lasted for five months from February to June and caused a
mortality of 1,265 persons.  The places that had most suffered were
Hajipur thana and town and Raghopur out-post.  Hajipur thana was
acain affected in 1901.  In 1902 plague caused 1.060 deaths and in
1503 and 1904, the mortality reached ngarly 3,000 a year. In 1910,
341 persons died of the disease, while in 1911 the death roll rose 13
615. Plague broke out also in the years 1916, 1920 apd 1924. ¥
was, however, a noticeable fact that plague never affected Sltgmar 5
subdivision. The disease abated considerably from the vear 1920 an
it has practically disappeared from the district since 1942.

Cholera.

4 fevers, the greatest mortality is caused by cholera. Tt was
respoé)fsti%rle for a veryghigh death rate in the years 1892, 1894 and
1896 when the mortality rose to 6.32, 5.16 and 8.78 per thousand
respectively and in 1900, there was another outbreak which resulted
in mortality of 7.53 per thousand.  During each of the three years
ending in 1904, there have again been serious epidemics, the avexr'la‘.kgle
number of deaths amounting to over ten thousand per annum. ] 194:
hichest deaths from cholera were recorded in the years 1930 Ian s
wﬁen it claimed 87,917 and 37,997 persons, respectively. . n ,
the Kumbha mela was held at Allahabad. There was a flare up 1w

1946 with 13,391 deaths and a lesser wave swept away 6,389 persons 1n

1948.
Iso
ious to 1930 the years 1922, 1924, 1928 and 1929 were a
. ffec:ti ?v:‘gltlg f:irly gevere cholera epidemics resulting in deaths averag-

ing 7,525 per year.

Under the Public Health Departmeniges
outbreak of this disease are taken in tl} i

and mass inoculation. G’ .

NAL5327
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Small-poz.

Small-pox breaks out in the district every year but its intensity
Las never been of g serious nature and the death rate due to small-pox
in recent years has never exceeded 63 per thousand as against 70 per
thousand as mentioned in the last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur
(1907).

Vaccination.

~ DPrior to 1869, when the present system of anti-small-pox vaccina-
tion with cow pox vaccine was first introduced, India had its own
system of prophylaxis against this disease in the form of hand to hand
vaccination with actual small-pox material which used to be preserved
after maceration by a class of people known as Acharya Brahmin
Bengal and Mali in Bihar and Northern India. There was no doubt
that in the course of preservation for months in wet clothes in damp
places, the small-pox virus became attenuated in virulence. The
practice was totally stopped by the Bengal Vaccination Act of 1880 and
the Jennerian system of vaccination has been in vogue ever since.
Although the vaccinators travel from door to door in towns and villages,
wholesale vaccination against small-pox has not been possible so far
due to ignorance and superstition ou the part of the general public.
Primary vaceination is compulsory.  From 1900 to 1904, protection
hy vaccination was afforded to 30.00 persons per thousand of population
whereas in 1904-05 altogether 88,200 persons were successfully vaccinat-
ed or 33.07 per thousand of population. The average number of
primary and re-vaccination operationg performed in the district during
the last decade was 1,06,411 and 2,683,707 respectively.*
Other fevers.

Other fevers isuch as pneumonia, typhoid and tuberculosis are not
prevalent in such a degree as to constitute a public health problem in
the district.  The statistics of the T. B. clinics, however, show an
increase of 21.47 per cent during last decade.

Kala-azar.

This malady assumed serious nature about 15 years back. It was

mainly imported, as it were, by the people of the labourer class return-
ing {rom the kala-azar areag of North Bengal and Assam. Four kala-
azar centres were opened in the worst affected areas in the year 1939.
Since the start of these centres altogether 97,130 cases of kala-azar
were treated. The incidence hag remarkably fallen by now.

Other Diseases.

The offfer diseases most frequently found are dysentery and
diarrhoea, skifi-diseases ~hook worms, goitre, ear-diseases.  Goitre is
usually common.  Apparently, it is due to the fact that the water of
some of the rivers, which come down with large quantities of silt from

*No statistics of attacke of pox in cases vaccinated and re-vaccinated are kept.
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the Himalayas, is heavily impregnated with various salts; and it would
seem that goitre is a common disease among the inhabitants of the
country watered by the little Gandak, specially among those living
north of the river.

The number of lepers mn the district is not inconsiderable accord-
ing to the survey done by a party in 1928. There are seven District
Board dispensaries where anti-leprosy clinics exist and there is one
leper asylum at Kanhauli in Muzaffarpur where leperg are kept as indoor
patients and treated. The seven clinics are attached to the dispen-
saries at Sitamarhi, Sursand, ISeotsa, Katra, Mahua, Maniari and
Jaintpur.  The first four were opened in 1920, the clinics at Mahua
and Maniari were started in 1932 and that at Jaintpur in 1935. They
treat ahout 2,000 lepers per year with the grants given by Bihar
Leprosy Relief Committee. —The leper asylum at Muzaffarpur has
60 indoor beds (48 males, 12 females) and is maintained by the
Mission for lepers with the help of the grant from the State
Government.

SANITATION IN THE TOWNS

The town of Muzaffarpur and the subdivisional towns of Sitamarhi
and Hajipur and also Lalganj in Hajipur.subdivision have got munici-
palities. ~ These towns have grown without any planning.  'The
difficulty of contour in a deltaic country has also to be faced. The
drainage and conservancy are accordingly defective. ~ There are very
few well constructed roads, lanes, open spaces as parks and hygienic
market places. Only in parts of Mugzaffarpur town re-built after the
earthquake in 1934, some attention was paid to t;hese re}qulrements. A
detailed sewerage scheme for the town of Muzaffarpur is under const-
deration of the Public Health Engineering Department of thg State
Government.  Adequate provisions for pure drinking water in rural
areas have not vet been possible.

ADMINISTRATION AND MEDICAL RELIEF.

There is a Civil Surgeon whose headquarters is at Muzaffarpur.
He is in overall charge of the administration for medical purposes for
the district and works under the administrative control of the Direc-
torate of Health Services of the State Government. The District
Sadar hospital and the two Subdivisional hos_pltals at Hajipur and
Qitamarhi are, separately, im charge of th_e Assistant Suygegns. There
are T.ady Doctors in all these three hqspltals, The District Boa_rd
and Government dispensaries and hospitals througl_lout the distriet
including those which are run with Government assistance are separa-
tely in direct charge of qualified doctors. The Civil Surgeon is the
head of all the medical institutions, — There are altogether 44 medical
institutions, which serve th_e populatxon_of 35,20,739, the average of
each being 80,016. This is no doubt inadequate, but the progress
made in this direction 18 subsf_santlal.. In 1902, the district had only
ies with 05 indoor beds as against 44 ipstitu-

ital d dispensari :
ffiol;]zs;;tizhs 23;2 i d(for beds in 1952. At present the ratio of beds to
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population is 1: 13,954 and the number of beds to 1,000 population
comes to only 0.07 as against 0.16 in Bibar and 0.24 in India. The
fotal number of beds in the Sadar hospital is 111 and in Hajipur and
Sitamarhi subdivisional hospitalg 32 and 26, respectively. The rest of
the 252 beds are distributed in other hospitals of the district.

In addition to 44 Allopathic hospitals and dispensaries, there are a
number of Ayurvedic and Unani dispensaries managed by the District
Board, Ramkrishna Vivekananda Sevashram at Bela besides the leper
asylum and some leper clinics.

The Tuberculosig clinic was npened in 1935 in the compound of the

Sadar hospital. The comparative figures of treatment for 1941 and
1951 are given below :—

1941 1951
Total number of patients treated 368 447
Number of Tuberculosis patients diagnosed 120 197
Average daily attendance of patients 10.7 14.8

Sixteen beds for Tuberculosis patients have been started in the
Tuberculosis clinic since 1950.

A sum of Rs. 3,45,235 was spent by Government and local bodies
for maintenance of the institution in 1950 and the expenditure 1s
progressively on the increase. In 1950, 6,149 in-patients and 3,52,96%
out-patients were treated and 17,749 surgical operations were performed
in the hospitals and dispensaries.

The ' Ramkrishna Vivekananda  Sevashram at Bela, near
Muzaffarpur town maintains an Fye Hospital and has wards for kala-
azar and other diseases.  The institution gets liberal grants from the

State Government of Bihar and the Central Government and other
bodies.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRE.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Centre was started at Muzaffarpur
in 1931. It has an Executive Committee.

The Centre gets contributions from the District Board, Muzaffarpur
Municipality and the Bihar Maternity and Child Welfare Society.
A very small amount is usually raised every year by subscriptions and
donations. ~ The Centre also gets grants for training of dais. The Civil
Surgeon is the Secretary of the Centre. A T.ady Health Visitor and
trained dais are attached to the Centre.

The principal aim of the Centre is health education. The Lady
Health Visitor visits and has informal talks with mothers at their
houses and gives practical instructions regarding maintenance of their
health and of their children..  Babies and nursing and expectant
mothers are bathed daily at the Centre. ~They are weighed and given
milk regularly. Minor ailmentg are treated at the Centre and the
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cases requiring hospitalisation are referred to Sadar l}ospltal. A
certain quantity of drugs is also distributed.  Dais are trained at the
Centre and practical training for them at the Sadar hospital is arranged.
Dais under training receive a stipend.

Pusric HEALTH ORGANISATION.

A separate Public Health Section was started in 1925. There is
now a District Health Officer, assisted by Assistant Health Officers for
the subdivisions. Under them, there are a large number of Sanitary
Inspectors, Health Inspectors, Disinfectors and Vaccinators. This
section is primarily meant to conduct preventive measures. A
separate section, co-ordinated and controlled by the Civil Surgeon,
facilitates the prevention of epidemics.

MEDICAL PERSONNEL.

The number of registered practitioners inclusive of 'Medlcal Ofﬁ'ct:.rs
in charge of hospitals and dispensaries was 125 in 1952. Tge 1%110
of medical practitioners per thousand of the population 18 0.0..28 13;
proportion of doctors to the population 1s approx1mate}y.él B . s
This excludes, of course, a large number of Homeopaths, Vaids, Hakim

and Naturopaths.

A review of fifty years from 1902 to 1952, as far as me@mal relief
is concerned, will bZ gf interest. ~ The number of hospltals an%
dispensaries in 1902 was 8 as against 44 in 1952.  The number ((1)
indoor beds in 1902 was 95 and in 1952 it was 252, The progress made
in each of the decades has been shown in statement A.

In spite of increase in the number of medical institutions, they

i i istrict.
. t be said to be very adequate for the population of the dis
.gaélgl ?)f the main reasons for the inadequacy of medical relief arrange-

ments 1 o the fact that there are hardly any private endowments
g;eigsa;?ta%l;: Enstitutions, exclusively maintained by the generous
public. ~ The Ramkrishna Vivekananda Sevashram ‘has, however,
received some financial aid from private charity. But 1t_formfs 8 v:tx;y
small percentage of the capital outlay which is solely derived rorfn .te
Government. This Sevashram also depends on the Government for its

maintenance.

Of late, the Department of Public Health has been taking some
steps for thé improvement of health of the students by arrangement of
offin and medical check up. The B./C. G. campaign has been very

aseful in this respect.
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STATEMENT A.

Statement showing the extension of medical relief in the district of
Muzaffarpur during the period between 1902 and 1952.

Whether If
Names of Hospitals only indoor, Year or date
and Dispsnsaries, Class, outdoor number of Remarks,
arrange-  of bheds establishment.
ment, provided,
i 2 3 4 5 6

Hospitals and Dispensaries in 1902,

SADAR SUBDIVISION—

1. Maheshwar Sadar IILA .. 531 1838 Provincialised on 1st
Hospital. April 1945,
2. Baghi Dispensary V Outdoor .. 25th February Total number of
1895. beds in 1952—111
beds.
3. Railway Dispensary .. Ditto .. 1877,
Hasieur SusbpIVISION—
+. Hajipur Subdivi= ITTA e 18 lst Dacomber Total number of
sional Hospital, 1869. beds  in 1952—
32 beds.
SITAMARHI SUBDIVISION—
3. Sitamarhi Subdivi- II[-A .. 19 23cl June 1870  Total number of
sional Hospital. beds in 1952—26
bads,
6. Runisaidpur Dis- IIT-A  OQuatdoor .. 1st September
pensary. 1901.
7. Sursand Hospital V .. 7 1st  February Total numbor of
1873. beds in 1052—T7
beds.
8. Parihar Dispensary V Outdoor .. Ist October 1882,

New Hospitals and Dispensaries started during the period from 1903 to 1912,

SADAR SUBDIVISION—

9. Paru  Dispensary III-B  Outdoor .. 10th April1906  Total number of
beds in 1952—12
10. Police Hospital .. II . 7 bod

Hasrpur SuspIvisron—

1i. Mahua Dispensary III.B Outdoor .. 9thMarch 1906,
SITAMARHI SUBDIVISION—
12. Sheohar Hospital III-B . 8 12th January Total number of

1912, beds in 1952—¢
beds.

————__ e
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Whether If

Names of Hospitals only indoor, Year or date

and Dispensaries, Class, outdoor number of Remarks.
arrange- of beds  establishment.

ment,  provided.

New Hospitals and Dispensaries started during the period from 1913 fo 1922,

SADAR SUBDIVISION —

13. Katra Dispensary III-B  Outdoor .. 1lst December
1917.

H.. Minapur Dispensary ITI.B Ditto .. 3rd July 1918,

15. Sakra Dispensary III-B Ditto .. st April 1922,

16. Motipur Dispensary III-B Ditto .. lst July 1917.

17. Suiraiya Dispensary III-B Ditto .. 13th May 1922. -

18. Sahebganj Hospital ITI-B . 16 4th September Total number of

1921. beds in 1952—16
beds.
HaJ1pur Suspivision—
19. Lalganj Hospital III.B  Qutdoor .. 1l4th Decembor Total number of
1913. beds in 1952—86
beds.
20, Mahnar Dispensary III-B Ditto .. 14th April1914.
SITAMARHI SUBDIVISION—

21. Pupri Hospital .. III-B .. .. 13th June 1921 Total number of
beds in 1952—6
beds.

22, Belsand Dispensary III-B  Outdoor .. 14th Aprill1921,

23. Bairagnia Dispensary III-B Ditto .. 20th February

1922,

New Hospitals and Dispensaries started during the period from 1923 fo 1932,

SADAR SUBDIVISION—

24. Kootsa Dispensary III-B  Outdoor .. 135th April 1926,
25. Maniary Hospital IV .. 24 1llth November Total number of
1932. beds in 1952—24
beds.
28, Sakri Dispensary  III-B  Outdoor .. 19thAprill932,
27. Jaintpur Dispen. III-B Ditto .. 18thMarch1927,
sary.




108 MUZAFFARPUR.

Whether If
Names of Hospitals only indoor, Year or date
and Dispensaries, Class, outdoor number of Remarks.
arrange-  of beds establishment.
ment, provided,
1 2 3 4 5 6
HAJIPUR SUBDIVISION—
28. Chaksikandar Dis- III-B  OQutdoor .. 14th  August Total number of
pensary. 1924. beds in 1952—6
. beds.
29. Jandaha Dispensary III-B Ditto .. 13thJuly 1923.
30. Raghopur Dispen- IIT-B Ditto .. 8th November
sary. 1923.
SITAMARHI SUBDIVISION—
31. Bhutahi Dispensary III-B Ditto .. 9th December

1923.
New Hospitals and Dispansaries started during the period from 1933 to 1942,

SADAR SUBDIVISION—

32. Sanathi Dispensary I Outdoor .. lst

1934. ment on Ist April

1939.
Hasipur SuBDIVISION—

33. Sondho Dispensary II[-B Ditto oo 18 Augast 1939,

SITAMARHI SUBDIVISION——

34. Dumra Dispensary I Ditto .. lst March 1937.
33. Majorganj Dispen- III.B Ditto .. 1938.
sary.

New Hospitals and Dispensaries started during the period from 1043 to 1952.
SADAR SuBDIVISION—
36. Dahila Dispensary III.B  Outdoor .. lst March 1946,

37. Narma Dispensary III-B Ditto 1st January 1950,

38. Dharfari Dispensary III-B Ditto .. 1st April 1049.
Hajevr Suspivision—

Nil.

SITAMARHI SUBDIVISION—

39. Bajpatti Dispensary I Outdoor .. 7th June 1947.

40. Narwara Dispensary I Ditto .. 15th September
) 1945.

41. Riga Sugar Factory 1 Ditto .. 1937,
Dispensary.

Total number of beds in 1952—252 heds,

February Taken over by'Govern-

CHAPTER X.
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT.

Outside municipal areas, the administration of local affairg is
vested in District Board and in Local Boards, subordlna{ce. to the
District Board, which have been constituted for the subdivisions of
Sadar, Sitamarhi and Hajipur.

The District Board is responsible for maintenance of District
Board roads including bridges and culverts on them, dak and 1_nspect10n
bungalows, rest houses and roadside land and properties, malntenaglqe.
and superintendence of public schools up to middle standard, pu bi(‘
health and sanitation including vaccination and water supply, charitable
dispensaries; veterinary hospitals and dispensaries and public ferries.

The Liocal Boards under general superintendence of the District
Board are responsible for primary schools, village roads vested in the
District Board and pounds.

DisTRICT BOARD.

The District Board of Muzaffarpur, according to the amended
Local Self-Government Act, 1923, consists of 40 members of whom
30 are elected and 10 nominated by State Government of whom two
are ex officio members. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are elected
by the members of the District Board. The members of the District
Board carry on their administrgtion ghroug_a the fExecgtlveznuv;l};; ?ze

i by four principal Standing Committees formed a r
%‘lilllliiie,yEduca,t?on, g&nitation and Public Works. The Local Self-
Government Act, 1923 defines the powers and functions of the Chair-
man, Vice-Chairman and of the members.

In the last District Gazetteer published in 1907 it had been
mentioned that the District Board consisted of 19 members, of whom
6 were elected, 8 were nominated and 5 were ex Qﬁ‘_iqio members. The
chapter on TLocal Qelf-Government in the last Dl.Stl'lct Gazetteer of
Mugzaffarpur has the following paragraph regarding the receipt and
expenditure of the District Board :—

“ The Statistical Appendix shows, for the ten years 1892-93 to
1901-02, the principal source from which it derives its
income, and the objects on which it is spent; and it will
suffice here to say that its average annual income during
the decade was Rs. 2,76,000 of which Rs. 1,92,000 was
derived from Provincial rates, while the average expendi-
ture was Rs. 2,738,000, of which Rs. 1,96,000 was spent
on civil works, Rs. 25,000 on education and Rs, 6,000 on
medical relief. During the quinquennium 1895-96 to
1899-1900 the average annual income wag Rs, 2,75,360
and the expenditure Rs. 2,79,070 and in the next five
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vears they were Rs. 2,97,260 and Rs, 2,93,730 respec-
uvely.  The total increase of income in the quinquennmum
1900-01 to 1904-05 was Rs, 1,09,000 and of expenditure
Rs. 73,300. In 1904-05 the Board had an opening
balance of Rs. 68,680; its total income from gall sources
was Rs, 2,71,300 or 1 anna 7 pies per head of the popula-
tion; and the expenditure in the same year was
Rs, 2,85,700. 7

Regarding the present receipts and expenditure of the District
Board, the Statistical Appendix shows, for 10 years, 1941-22 to 1951-
52 that the average annual income during the above period of ten years
was Rs. 20,238,286 of which Rs. 8,04,872 was derived from Provineial
rates and Rs. 10,92,461 from grants from the State Government The
average expenditure for the same period was Rs. 19,49,662 of which
Rs. 5,31,556 was spent on civil works, Rs, 9,29,279 on education and
Rs. 1,48,618 on medical relief as against Rs, 2,73,000 in 1892-93 to 1901-
02 of which Rs. 1,96,000 was spent on civil works, Rs. 25,000 on educa-
tion and Rs. 6,000 on medical relief.  As against civil works which
was the largest item of expenditure at that time the largest portion of
the income in 1951 went to education. The District Board main-
rains 130 middle schools and 1,431 upper primary and lower primary
schools now as against 8 middle schools and 34 upper primary and lower
primary schools in 1901.

The average income for the period 1941-42 to 1951-52 from all
sources was nine annas per head of population. For the same period
the incidence of expenditure per head has bheen eight annas and nine
pies. The main source of standing income of the District Board was the
Provincial rates which had an average vield of Rs. 8,04,872. The
incidence of taxation works out at 3} annas per head of population, In
the last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur (1907) it was mentioned that
the Provincial rates forming the principal source of income brought in
Rs. 1.80,200 and the incidence of taxation amounted to only one anna
per head of the population.

As mentioned before the hulk of the income from all sources 1s
spent on education.  The following figures will show the picture of the
schools in 1951 and expenditure thereon as compared to that of 1901 :—

1901 1951
Middle schools . .. .. .. 8 9130
Upper primary and lower primary schools .. .. 84 1.431
Total expenditura .. .. Rs. 63,000 Rs. 9,209,279

The District Board also awardg 57 scholarships (lower primary) of
Rs. 3 per month, six scholarships of Rs. 25 each to girls of the district,
studying at Lakhisarai Vidyapith. There are 10 girls’ middle schools
managed by the District Board and 2 girls’ middle schools aided by the
Board in the rural areas.

From the point of view of expenditure after education comes civi]
works and the average expenditure has been Rs, 5,31,556 in 1951 as
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against Rs. 1,97,500 in 1901.  This amount is spent mostly on main-
tenance of roads and buildings and on staff employed for it.  The
immediate administration of all civil works is placed in the hands of the
District Engineer.  There are at present one dak bungalow, four
inspection bungalows and eight rest houses distributed throughout the
district.  The number of such bungalows has not increased since 1901.
The average receipt from ferries and pounds in 1941-42 to 1951-52 1s
Rs. 81,000 and Rs. 4,169 respectively as compared to Rs. 37,120 and
Rs. 6,700 in 1901, respectively. ~The Board maintains 2,179 miles of
roads of which 129 mileg are metalled, 1,138 miles are un-metalled and
912 miles are village roads.

It may be mentioned that the Public Works Department did not
have an existence in this district till very recent years. That ig the
reason why the District Board had to maintain a very large number of
roads within its resources. It has also to be mentioned that good road-
building materials are not available in this district and have to be
imported from outside. ~ The bottle-neck in transhipment over Ganga
river acts as an impediment to quick locomotion. These are some of
the reasong why the District Board could not maintain the roads pro-
perly,  Recently a number of roads and particularly those linking
Muzaffarpur with other districts have been taken over by the Public
Works Department.

For medical relief the District Board maintains 32 Allopathic,
7 Ayurvedic and one Tibbi dispensaries; besides it gives subsidy to 20
practitioners as compared to the 4 dispensaries in 1901. The Board
uiso maintains 3 veterinarv hospitals and 7 dispensaries besides giving
uid to one hospital. The average expenditure under this head comes
to Rs. 31,000.

The District Board maintains a separate Public Health Department
for maintenance of sanitation and combating epidemics in rural areas.
The Public Health Department ig under a District Health Officer who
has a staff of Assistant Health Officers, Sanitary Inspectors, Health
Inspectors, Disinfectons and Vaccinators. The average annual expen-
diture on public health and water supply is Rs. 1,23,000. Appendices A
and B are the statements showing the annual receipt and expenditure
respectively for ten years (1942 to 1952) indicating the main heads.

T.o0AL BoARDS.

There are three Local Boards, one for each subdivision of Sadar,
Sitamarhi and Hajipur consisting of elected and co-opted members. The
strength is as follows :—

Elected. Co.opted. Total.

Sadar .. .. 11 3 14
Sitamarhi . - 12 4 16
Hajipur .. .. 7 2 9

The power of the Local Boards is limited to the management of
primary schools, pounds and some roads put under their charge,
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A study of the working of the District and Local Boards in the
last few years gives an lmpression that there has been more of the
tendency to look up to the Government to give grants for the carrying
on of the normal functions of the District Board.  Under the ILiocal
Self-Government Act, 1885, the District Board has got power to levy
taxes on bullock carts and horse carriages. It is estimated that there
are about 40,000 bullock carts in Muzaffarpur.  The District Board
has not levied any taxation on bullock carts or horse carriages.  There
are also complaints that grants given by the State Government for
earmarked objects have not always been properly utilised. The District
Engineer and the District Health Officer are slowly being brought under
the administrative control of the State Government. These incumbents
are now liable to transfer under the orderg of the State Government.

GRAM PANCHAYAT.

The Bihar Panchayat Raj Act, 1947 (Act VII of 1948) was
actually implemented in the district of Muzaffarpur on the 15th
January, 1949. The scheme aims at the establishment of Local
Self-Government in every nook and corner of the State and aims at the
decentralisation of power. It intends to make people conscious to
share the responsibility in matters of social and economic uplift of the
village community. ~ With this end in view, the village Panchayats,
considered as basic units of administration, have been vested with the
executive and judicial powers along with powers to raise taxes for their
various local needs. Improvements in communication, irrigation,
education, public health and village industries are the important
functions of the Panchayats.

The Government have provided for a Gram Sewak in each Pan-
chayat who after receiving proper training acts as an agent for execu-
tion of development schemes and to carry on the office work in the
Gram Kuchery. An honorary Chief Officer is elected by the mermbers
of the village Panchayat as the Mukhia and it is subject to report to
the District Panchayat Officer.

The district had 262 notified Gram Panchayats in 1951, Besides
these, there were 121 un-official Panchayats functioning in the district.
The proposed number of Gram Panchayats in the district was 809. The
present picture is given below :—

Gram Panchayats in 1957.

1. Total number of Gram Panchayats .. . 739

2, Total number of Official Gram Panchayats - 501

3. Total number of un-official Gram Panchayats .. 238

4. Total number of villages covered by notified Gram 3,269
Panchayats.

5. Total number of villages covered by un-official 1,171

Gram Panchayats.
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Till the end of the year 1953 Gram Kucherieg started func-
tioning in 240 Panchayats and these village courts have disposed of a
total number of 6,970 civil suits and criminal cases. But during the
year 1953-54 the total number of cases filed were 1,632 out of which

1,426 were disposed of.

In 1956 the total number of Gram Kucheries were 214 and the
number of cases disposed of by them were as shown below :—

Criminal  Civil suits.

cases.

Pending at the beginning of the year 301 117

Instituted during the year 3,166 1,852

Total .. 3,467 1,969

Compromised . . 2.052 1,082
Convicted ... s 359 .

Decreed 371

Dismissed e e 541 405

Pending 515 111

Total .. 3.467 1,969

An attempt to make an amicable settlement is a compulsory
provision of the Bihar Panchayat Raj Act.

Government have also decided to abolish all the Union Boards of
the district except Mahnar Union Board which is urban in character
and to replace them by the Gram Panchayats as early as possible.

Establishment of Panchayats in villageg helps the change-over
from the Police State to a Social Welfare State.

Tt may be noted here that within a few yearg of their existence the
Gram Panchayats have been able to execute a number of projects parti-
cularly some important embankments besides village roads, It will be

remature to make any objective appraisal of the Gram Panchayats so
goon but it could be said that they have had good response from the
villagers who have become conscious of the good work that could be

done through the Gram Panchayats.
MUZAFFARPUR MUNICIPALITY.

The Muzaffarpur Municipality was established in 1864. The area
of the Municipality is now 7 square miles ag against 6 square miles as
8 8 Rev.
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mentioned in the last District Gazetteer. The earlier municipal
boards consisted of 19 commissioners out of whom 12 were elected,
6 were nominated and one was ex officio member,

Subsequently the town was divided into 12 wards instead of the
previous six wards then existing and thereafter the board consisted of
24 elected and 6 nominated members which continued up to 1951-52.
In the municipal election of 1952-53 the seats in each of the 12 wards
were elected according to the number of voteg in each ward with the
result that the number of elected members rose to 32 and thug the board
now consists of 32 elected and nominated members whose number was
increased to 8.

The population within the Municipality according to the published
Census Tables is ag follows :—

Year of Census. Population.
1911 . . .. 43,668
1921 .. .. .. 32,755
1931 .. .. . 42,812
1941 . .. . 54,139
1951 e .. . 73,504

The average income of the Muzaffarpur Municipality during the
five years 1895-96 to 1899-1900 was Rs, 67,020 and expenditure
Rs. 58,390. In 1904-05 the income of the Municipality was
Rs. 86,950 and the expenditure amounted to Rs. 73,180 the principal
items being conservancy and public works.  Besides this the Muni-
cipality paid the interest and instalments of a loan of Rs. 70.000
granted by the State Government some years previously,

The figure of average income and expenditure in the quinquennium
period 1920-21 to 1924-25 was Rs. 2,02,560 and Rs. 2,138,360, respec-
tively. In the quinquennium of 1948-49 to 1951-52 it rose to
Rs. 6,74,234 and Rs. 65,12,672, respectively.

The above figures will show that gradually the Municipality has
augmented its finance.  Previously house-tax, latrine rate, and water
rate were charged at the rate of 7%, 5 and 6 per cent of the annual value
of the holdingg respectively which were enhanced in the year 1946-47
to 124, 74 and 6 per cent, respectively. In the year 1926 the Muni-
cipality had taken loan of Rs. 1,75,000 for organisation of waterworks
and in 1943 a further loan of Rs, 1,46,000 to pay off the labilities.

In 1939 free and compulsory primary education was introduced for
the children between 6 and 10 years of age and residing within the
limits of this Municipality.

The number of rate-payers is 8,647 as against 7,239 mentioned in
the last District Gazetteer (1907). In 1951 number of rate-payers
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represented 15.97 per cent of the population. Of total expenditure
incurred in 1951 the percentages under different heads were as shown
below :—

General Administration L .. .. 10-22
Lighting .. .. .. .. . 3-35
Water Supply .. T .. o 1151
Drainage .. . .. .o .. 3-39
Conservancy .. . .. .- 42-32
Medical .. .o .. . .e -85
Vaccination - . .. .. .e +38
Public Works .. .. .. .. 6:51
Education .. .. .. ve 1313

The Municipaltty maintains 82 miles of roads distributed as
follows :—

Tarred road .. .. .. .. 13 miles,
Pucca road .. .. .. .. 16 miles,
Kutcha road .. .. .. .. 3 miles.

__ After the Earthquake of 1934 most of the roads of the town were
widened and the main roads were coal-tarred.

Nea.rly 2,50Q boys of compulsory age, i.e., between 6 and 10 years
are recetving primary education in municipal primary schools besides
others reading in the 6 high schools and 5 middle schools running
independently within the municipal area. °

Hastpur MUNICIPALITY,

Hajipur was constituted a municipality in i ¢
Municipal Bpard consisting of 13 memgersyof wl%ggg Qarvlvirzvﬁegtlzgnan;
4 were nominated. The area within the municipal limits was 10
square miles and the number of rate-payers was 3,721 or 17.3 per cent
of the total population as mentioned in the last District Gazetteer of
Muzaffarpur.  The present ares of the Municipality remains the
same but the total number of commissioners has been increased to 21
out of which 17 are elected and 4 are nominated. The tota] number
of wards is now 6. The number of rate-payers hag gone up to 3,971
for a total population of 25,676. The present incidence of taxatioil is
Re. 1-0-4 per head.

Discussing the receipts and expenditure of Hajipur Municipality
the last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur (1907) mentions ag
follows :—

*“ The average income during the five years 1895-96 to 1899-1900
was Rs. 10,350 and the expenditure Rs, 9,110; and in the
next quinquennium they were Rs, 14,190 and Rs. 11,450,
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respectively.  The total increase of income in the
quinquennium 1900-01 to 1904-05 was Rs. 19,170 and of
expenditure Rs. 11,690. In 1904-05 the income of the
Municipality was Rs. 14,506, the principal receipts being
Rs. 9,090 realised from a tax on houses and lands at 73
per cent of the annual value of the holdings; the total
incidence of taxation was 74 annas per head of the popula-
tion. The expenditure amounted to Rs, 11,290, the
principal items being public works, which accounted for
32.5 per cent of the expenditure, general establishment
(17.5 per cent), conservancy (17.8 per cent) and medical
relief (16.4 per cent).”’

As compared to the above quotation the figures for 1952-53 are as
follows :—

Income, Expenditure,
1952-53. | 1952-58.

Rs. Rs.
1. Municipal tax on holdings 26,316 1. Office establishment e 2,167
and latrines. 2. Collection charges e 4,069
2. Registration and License fees 8,532 8. Public safety e 2,207
3. Revenue derived from muni- 18,048 4. Public health . 44,857
cipal properties, ete. 5. Medical o 2,180
4. Grants and contribution ... 38,358 6. Public works .. 17,380
5. Miscellaneous 842 7. Public Instruction .. 15,889
6. Loan « 3915 8. Miscellaneous e 2,485
7. Deposits ... 8,572 9. Advance 300
10. Deposits .. 10,192

Total—1,04,578 -
Total—1,01,676

The average income and expenditure from the year 1919-20 to
1953-54 are shown below :—

Years, Income. Expenditure.
Ras. Rs.
1919-20 to 1924-25 .. . 28,836 29,686
1925-26 to 1934.35 .. . 31,933 32,463
1935-36 to 1944-45 .. . 35,279 35,449
1945-46 to 1953-54 .. . 76,317 84,208

The Municipality maintains a length of 9% miles of pucca road and
16 l.mles of kutcha road. The road which rung from the Railway
station of Hajipur to Konhara Ghat has been provincialised. Under the
Public Works Department this road has already been stoned, metalled
and tarred. The metalling of the municipal roads of the town’ has
been proposed with Government aid. @The Government bad also
taken the initiative to instal electric plants and the Public Health
Department have provided water after the electrification of the town.
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There are 8 upper primary schools and 1 lower primary school for
boys as against 2 lower primary schools for gitls. The Municipality
also gives aid to 2 lower primary makhtabs, 2 lower primary girls’
schools and one middle school. ~ Every year on the occasion of Kartic
Purnima melg thousands of people congregate within the mupicipality
and spetial measures have to be taken for health and sanitation, Among
other melas held annually within the municipal area, the most famous

is Ramnavami mela,
LALGUNJ MUNICIPALITY.

Lalgunj was constituted a municipality in 1869 and had a Muni-
cipal Board consisting of 11 commissioners, of whom 10 were nominat-
ed and 1 was elected. The area of the Municipality is now T4 square
miles. Due to the introduction of the adult franchise since 1951 by
the Indian Constitution of 1950 the total number of commissioners has
been increased from 10 to 15 out of which 12 are to be elected and rest
nominated. The incidence of taxation as mentioned in the last District
Gazetteer (1907), was Re. 0-7-11 per head of the population whereas at
present it is Re. 1 per head. The present population is 12,341.

The Municipality possesses 5.61 miles of pucca kunkar metal road
and 11.15 miles of kutcha road including lanes. ~ The main source of
income is holding and latrine rates, the former ig levied at the rate of
10 per cent and the latter at the rate of T4 per cent on the ‘a.nnqa.l
value. The average annual income is about Rs. 20,000 with 1ts
corresponding expenditure per year.

Lalgunj is an ancient place. Singhia, a mohalla under this
Municipality, is reputed to have been the abode of an ancient Rishi
Sri Sringheeji Maharaj. Singhia was an important place for salt-
petre and other factories during the early days of British administra-
tion in Muzaffarpur district.  Lalgunj had an important trade through
river Gandak. It still has some trade by boats.

SITAMARHI MUNICIPALITY.

Sitamarhi was constituted a municipality in 1882, and had &
Municipal Board consisting of 12 commissioners of whom 1 was
ex officio and the rest were nominated. ~Now the Municipality has
been divided into 24 wards. Formerly, there were only 4 plural-seated
wards, and 12 municipal commissioners who were elected on the basis
of adult franchise. The rates of taxes are fixed at 10 per cent on
holdings and 7} per cent on latrines. Two fairs, namely Ramnavami
mela and Bibah Panchami mela are held within the limits of the
Municipality. The water supply has been taken up and electricity
has been provided in the Sitamarhi town.

The Municipality maintains 6 miles of pucca roads and 1} miles of
Lutcha roads. It has on the average an annual receipt of Rs. 1,21 474

and an annual expenditure of Rs. 99,837.
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The receipt and expenditure for the year 1952-53 showing a deficit
finance are as follows :—

Receipt, Expenditure,

1952-53, 1952.-53, .
Rs. . Rs.
1. Municipsl taxes on holding 45,602 1. Office establishment .. 8,220
' and latrine. 2. Collection charges 4,814
2. Registration and  license 12,517 8. Public safety 7,750
fees. 4. Public Health 82,247
8. Revenue derived from muni- 11,721 5, Medical 23,455
cipal properties, ete. 6. Public Works .. 16,981
4. Grants and  contribution 89,308 7. Public Instruction . 9,811
5. Miscellaneous ... 8,522 8. Miscellaneous 26.906
6. Advance ...21,969 9, Advance 23,185
7. Deposits 8,666 10. Deposits 6,078
~——————11. Repayment of loans 4,000
Total—1,48,300 12. Contribution 16,156

Total—1,74,053

DuMra NoTIFIED AREA COMMITTEE, SITAMARHI.

_As a sequel to the last great Earthquake in 1934 the Court was
shifted to Dumra in 1936, 3 mileg away from Sitamarhi town. 'The
Dumra Notified Area Committee was constituted under section 388 of
the Bihar and Orissa Municipal Act of 1922 in the year 1937. Initially
the Government nominated 4 officials anq one non-official as members
with Subdivisional Officer as ex officic Chairman for carrying the
administration.  The number of non-official members was increased to
4 in 1938. This was further increased to 7 in the vear 1947. The
last nomination was made in December, 1952 constituting a Board of
11 members of whom 4 were ez officio members.

The total area up to 1952 was one square mile.
increased to 2 square miles in the present year. There is a population
of 3,000 within the notified area. There are six wards and the present
Board contains nominated non-official representatives from each ward.
Holding and latrine taxes are levied at the rate of 12} per cent and
61 per cent respectively on the annual valuation of holdings,

There is no well providing drinking water within the area. The
Public Health Department has provided the Government residential
quarters with tube-wells. The public depends on 10 tube-wells sunk
by the Dumra Notified Area Committee in different wards on road sides.

’Ihe.total number of such tube-wells falls rather short of the actual
requirement of the area.

_There is no drainage within the area which remains water-logged
during the rains leading to outbreak of malaria.
The Committee maintaing 26 miles of pucca and 3.66 miles of

kutcha roads. The present annual receipt including Government grant
18 about Rs. 27,000 and the annual expenditure about Rs. 25,000.

This has

APPENDIX A.

Statement showing annual receipt of Muzaffarpur District Board for ten years indicating main heads of receipt.

GOVERNMENT GGRANT.
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Annual receipt.

Civil Works.

Public Health Miscellaneous.
—Medical.
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11,75,834

11,699

8,41,604

1949-50

5,55,514 2,64,592 30,81,654

59,090

10,48,122

17,603
17,840

9,97,630
9,43,370

1950-51

6,87,723 2,98,597 33,90,500

40,860

12,64,820

1951-52

56,18,740 7,83,901 30,80,644 14,41,334 2,02,32,867

1,17,542

79,31,185

Total

1,441,133 20,23,286

3,08,064

78,390

5,61,874

11,754

7,93,118

Average
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10,92,461

8,04,872
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during the months when the villagers are comparatively free from agri-
cultural operations and have got some cash in hand owing to the advent
of new crops.  The original factors behind the melas might have been
religious or economic, but gradually the melas have become great
soclal centres and a clearing house for commodities. Some of the
melas in the district is noticed in detail in a separate chapter.
What is sought to be impressed here is that the many melas and fairs in
the district which still continue led to the development of communica-
tion, either by road or by water.

It appears that owing to the uncertain times and want of a strong
central power, the local administration in North Bihar including the
district of Muzaffarpur had become rather weak. Ag g result, several
small ruling chiefs raised their heads and existed more to enrich them-
selves than to stabilize the administration by concrete steps, such as,
the construction of good roads. From the advent of the British rule
in 1764 till the rise of the planters about a century after the roads in
Muzaffarpur district were rather neglected,

The Old Correspondence in the early years of British rule mamn-
tained in the Collectorate Record Rooms, however, indicate that the
trade routes were blocked by freebooting zamindarg and it was almast
nobody’s concern to develop the means of communication. In a letter
addressed to Hon’ble Charles Steward, President and Member of the
Board of Revenue on 5th February, 1790, the Collector of Tirhut made
the following observations :(—

“TI cannot forbear now that I am writing of Tirhut to remark
that whilst many indulge their fancy in expatiating on
the natural advantages of this district, the richness of its
soil and its multifarious streams, not a single individual
stops to reflect that along their solitary banks, scarce ham-
let is to be seen and for miles and miles not a human foot-
step to be traced. Golas, Gunges, Bazars, Beoparies, manu-
facturers, the inland trader and the foreign purchasers
(without which rivers flow to no purpose and the earth’s
productive to no end) exist only in imagination. From
one town to another even the high roadg (on which the
traveller and the merchants used formerly to pursue their
journey in safety and in ease) are in some parts choked up
with weeds and grasg and in others are excavated by the
periodical rains. In such a province if Government will
be at no expense; if its roads are not fo be repaired; if its
inhabitants that now occupy and enrich the adjacent
country are not to be invited back by suitable indulgences
and merchants and manufacturers, all which it once bad
are not encouraged to settle in it upon terms that might
allure their service and execite their industry, the Collec-
tor must be content to confine himself to the painful task
of wringing from the hands of the laborous peasant his
monthly portion of the annual revenue. '’
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Since the earlier British administrators wanted to develop trade
and industry with a view to obtain more revenue, Kuropeans - were
licensed to settle down in the interior of the district in the capacity of
traders. In the 19th Century and earlier along with some other
districts of North Bihar, Muzaffarpur was an important area for trade
in indigo, opium, salt-petre and to some extent sugar. Due to the
establishment of factories and godowns by the Europeans in connection
with business in indigo, opium, salt-petre and sugar some areas in the
interior came to be well provided with roads. Previous to 1820,
convicts used to be commonly employed for the construction or main-
tenance of the roads. The roads in the vicinity of factories and
godowns were maintained by the persons interested in their trade.
Zamindars of the locality paid little attention to the roads with the
result that the other roads were not properly maintained.

Apart from the particular commodities mentioned for which
Muzaffarpur was an important zone in the 18th and the 19th Centuries,
the Old English Correspondence in the Record Rooms show that in
1800 the articles imported into the district consisted of fine rice, salt,
sugar of all kinds, cloves, cardamom, pepper, betel, cocoanut, cotton,
iron, shawls, fine cloths and muslins, etc.  The articles exported from
the district consisted of coarse rice, wheat, barley, dal, turmeric,
tobacco, ghee, salt-petre, indigo and timber. Principal hats and trading
towns in the 18th Century were Lal Gunge (Lalgunj), Hadjeepore
(Hajipur) and Muzaffarpur. The mode of conveyance for the goods
was mostly bullocks or bullock-carts or head load. The surplus
produce used to be chiefly sent to Patna for the Calcutta and the
western markets. The Old Correspondence Volumes of the 19th
Century in Muzaffarpur Collectorate also mention g certain amount
of trade with Nepal. The principal hats and trading towns with
Muzaffarpur district were inter-connected with roads.  There used to
be mostly undeveloped pathways from Muzaffarpur to the interior of
Nepal which were used by Nepalese who came down in the dry season
with certain commoditieg for barter in the Muzaffarpur district.  The
commodities used to be brought down or taken away by pack-animals.
Waterways were fairly developed as the bulk of the trade with Patna
and Calcutta used to be done through the waterways. Bajrahs or big
boats of 1,000-maund capacity were common.  Singhis and Lalgunj
were important trade centres for water-borne merchandise in 18th and
19th Centuries. Singhia has been shown in Rennel’s Map of 1778.

The following extract from a report written by the Collector of
Tirhut in 1829 quoted in the last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur by
O’Mal-ley will show the improvements since 1790 as pictured in the
quotation from the Collector’s letter to the Board quoted before :—-

““ The roads are not under my control, but under that of the
Magistrate, who usually repairs them with his prisoners
as far as they can be conveniently sent. The zamindars
do little or nothing in the way. The roads in the
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immediate vicinity of the different indigo factories are
usually in good order, but they are kept solely at the
expense of the proprietors of the factories. ~ The roads in
most directions from Muzaffarpur are in good order, but
the roads or bye-ways in the interior of the district are
very bad and barely passable for hackeries. ~There are
a number of jheels in the district. therefore, bullocks are
not much used; hackeries are, however, used near the
indigo factories, and occasionally towards the northward,
but the wear and tear of the same is great in consequence
of the usually bad state of the roads. Owing to the
number of streams much of the produce of the district is
conveyed by water. Where the roads are good, it is
either owing to their being repaired by the Magistrate or
the planters. ””

Postal communication was more or less confined for administrative
purposes.  The Collector of the district was also the Postmaster, Daks
used to be carried by postal runners and there were postal ghatis or
centres for the change of the runners. The Police through the village
chaukidars also used to distribute the daks.

As mentioned before, the district along with the other districts in
North Bihar owes quite a lot to the European planters for a large
number of roadways. By the end of the 19th Century it may safely be
said that there was a kotht of a European planter within every 10 %o
15 miles. The kothi usually meant a consolidateq block of land run-
ning from a hundred to a thousand acres or more in the midst of which
will be the residential houses of the planters, their subordinates, vats
for steeping indigo and the factories for the khas cultivation of the
planters.  There used to be extensive indigo cultivation in the villages
at the instance of the planters. The indigo plants from the interior
villages had to be brought to the factory site in the kothi and the
manufactured indigo in boxes had to be taken to the railhead and the
riverhead for being exported.  Apart from this the planters had a
world of their own for social contacts and there would be frequent
meets, races, dances, and parties, often interspersed with shikar of wild
animals, crocodiles, birds and pigsticking. Besides the social meets
at Muzaffarpur and other places in the district, there would be frequent
meets in Champaran, Saran and Darbhanga districts. All this neces-
sitated a fairly good system of roads. The soft soil of the distriet did
not present any problem for making some sort of roads. It was
easy to cut a road after the crops were removed. The rivers excepting
one or two did not have a wide bed or a swift current throughout the
year and melnees could easily be arranged to cross the rivers. The
melnees were flat boats wide enough to carry loads, carts, and cars
across the river.

A peculiar feature in Muzaffarpur district is that the Public
Works Department for roads was brought into existence only a
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few years back (1948).* This may have been due to the influence of
the planters, who had a good deal of say in the local administration of
the district and often controlled the Road Cess Committee, which was
ultimately converted into the District Board. It is only when the con-
dition of the roads in the district had considerably deteriorated that the
State Government in the Public Works Department took over a number
of important roads of North Bihar and particularly the inter-district
roads. With the taking over of some of the main arteries of communi-
cation by the Public Works Department, there has been an enormous
improvement of roads in spite of the bottle-neck of transhipment of
goods across the Ganga. There is also another factor which affects
the roads of the district.  Coal, coaltar, cement, morum, stone-
chips, bitumen, etc., have all to be brought to Muzaffarpur district
from across Ganga river. The transport acrogs the river has a
bottle-neck.

Incidentally the advent of the Public Works Department m
Muzaffarpur district only a few years back explains the existence of a
very few rest houses or inspection bungalows by the roadside, unlike
the districts of South Bihar. The planters had their houses thrown
open to the fellow planters and the top European officials on the tours.
There was hardly any need for proper inspection bungalows or ‘rest
Louses for them. Thig want is being slowly removed.

The decline of the planters was compléte in the thirties of this
century.  Synthetic indigo sold cheaper and the planters’ regime had
brought in a large number of evils mostly through the subordinate
amlas (staff). The first struggle of Gandhiji in 1917 soon after his
return from South Africa was on the soil of North Bihar to remove the
evils of indigo plantation.  His historic struggle brought in an Agrarian
Act which removed most of the evils of abwab, forcible cultivation of
indigo, obligatory sale of indigo plant at a cheap price, etc. The
decline in the prestige of the planters, who had a tremendous influence
on the European administrators and were mistaken as one with them
by the common man was also a great factor which made most of the
European planters sell their concerns to Indian zamindars and farmers.
The latter, however, had no interest in maintaining the roads and all
this meant an extra burden on the District Board. The democra-
tization of the District Board which followed the removal of the District
Magistrate as the Chairman did not always have a salutary effect on
the maintenance of the links of communication, The position has been
aggravated by large-scale sugarcane cultivation throughout the district.
In a way indigo has been replaced by sugarcane cultivation, This cash
crop has caught the imagination of the agriculturists in spite of the
exhaustion of the soil, unless properly manured. A result of the
extensive sugarcane cultivation is the existence of thousands of bullock
carts throughout the district. The iron-shod wheels of the carts

%The Public Works Department had functioned for Governmen® buildings only
prior to 1948, ) Sy
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damage considerably the roads. Not even one per cent of the cart
wheels have been replaced by tyred wheels, although many of the cart-
owners can afford this. The roads of the district covering more than
twelve hundred miles, are much too damaged by these carts. The
District Board hag not chosen to tax the bullock carts, although this
source of a considerable receipt appears to be open to the Board,

Roap Cess CoMMITTEE, 1875.

A District Committee for Tirhut was created in 1870 for the
administration of the funds set apart for the construction, repairs and
maintenance of roads, bridges, etc., which were mainly derived from
the cess.

With the establishment of a separate district of Muzaffarpur 1n
1875, a Road Cess Committee was established to look after the main-
tenance of roads, bridges and culverts, etc. It appears that in 1875
the mileage under the charge of the Road Cess Committee was 719.
As a part of famine relief work the major part of the road was repaired
during the famine of 1874. Bullock carts with iron-shod wheels were
practically the only mode of conveyance for the transport of goods for
the roadways. By 1885 the mileage was increased to 1,483. 1In 1895
the Road Cess Committee was reconstituted as the District Board and
the mileage had increased by then to 1,679.

O’MALLEY’S DESCRIPTION OF THE Roaps, 1907.

In the last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur by O’Malley (1907)
it bas been mentioned that the District Board maintained 1,226 miles
of roads of which 82 miles were metalled, besides 543 miles of village
roads. O’Malley mentioned that the District Board had paid special
attention to the extension of roads as feeders to railways and over half
a lakh of rupees was spent on the maintenance of the existing feeder
roads during the quinquennium ending 1904-05. According fo
O’Malley the roads were maintained properly and even the unmetalled
roads were so well kept that carriages could be driven over them without
any severe jolting or discomfort.  The important roads of the district
in 1907 were the roads running from Hajipur through the towns of
Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi to Sonebarsa on Nepal frontier and the
roads connecting Muzaffarpur town with Darbhanga, Motihari and
Baran. Those were the days when the planters flourished;

Since the last District Gazetteer was compiled there has been a
great development in industry, transport and communication, The
traffic has considerably increased along with the development of trade
and industry. Bullock carts and palkis carried by human agency have
been replaced for long distance journey by power-propelled conveyance,
viz., motor cars, buses and trucks. To country crafts and bajrahs have
been added modern power steamers and boats. Even in the country-
side, ekkas drawn by single horses are slowly being replaced, Since the
last war there has been an enormous development in the vehicular
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traffic which has been encouraged by better maintained and more
durable roads but at the same time it causes a severe strain on the roads.

ROADWAYS NOW. .

The total mileage of the roads under the charge of the District
Board prior to the recent transfer of some of the roads to Public ‘Works
Department was 1,044 under the District Board and 1,289 under the
Local Board. Out of this, 246 miles were pucca, viz., metalled with
brick-bats or kankar or with both, 1,175 miles kutcha and 912 miles of
village roads.  The length transferred to the Public Works Depart-
ment consists of 42.50 miles of National Highway and 219.59 miles of
State Highway. These roads are maintained from the State and
Central grants. There are 20.3 miles of roads around sugar factory
areas maintained from State grants.

NaTIONAL HIGHWAY.

Alignment of National Highway no. 28 constituting Muzaffarpur-
Champaran border road and Muzaffarpur-Pusa roads passes through
this district.

The Muzaffarpur-Champaran border road is 21.0 miles in length.
It forms part of Raxaul (Nepal border)-Muzaffarpur-Hajipur road
and connects the headquarters of the two districts at Motihari and
Muzaffarpur. It runs parallel to the railway line and serves as a
feeder to the Railway. The road is bridged,

The Muzaffarpur-Pusa road is 17 miles long.  The road is bridged
and is motorable throughout the year.

Government of India have approved of the cost of improvement
of Sitamarhi-Sursand road for the first phase only. The approved
cost of improvement in the first phase amounts to Rs. 7.6 lakhs.  The
length of this road is 19.75 miles.  This road has been provincialized.

PusLic WoRKS DEPARTMENT RoOADS.

The following roads are now under Public Works Department :—

Name and classification. Length in
miles.
1. Japaha-Minapur (Major District Highway) 8.00
9. Hajipur-Muzaffarpur (Provincial Highway) ...  34.34
8, Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi (Provincial Highway) ... 36.75
4. Muzaffarpur-Rewaghat (Major District Highway) 23.00

102.09
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Japaha-Minapur road is a portion of the Japaha-Belsund road,
connecting Muzaffarpur town with Minapur police-station. ~ The road
serves an area without any railway communication. The road was
taken over from District Board in 1946.

Hajipur-Muzaffarpur road was formerly classed as National
Highway but before improvement could be completed 1t was dropped
out of the scheme and was classified as Provincial Highway. A length
of 3.04 miles was later on added to and treated as a part of this road.

Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi road was taken over from District Board
in 1949. A length of 0.46 mile under the Sitamarhi Municipality
was later on added to this road.  In the first mile of this road, a bridge
over Burhi Gandak at Akharaghat has been constructed. It had cost
Rs. 11.89 lakhs.

Muzaffarpur-Rewaghat road is a continuation of Chapra-Rewa-
ghat road and connects the town of Muzaffarpur with the town of
Chapra.  There is ferry arrangement at the river.

FEARTHQUAKE.

In the afternoon of the 15th January, 1934, there was the great
Bihar Earthquake and Muzaffarpur was one of the districts that
suffered vety badly. The principal roadways were gseriously affected
by the Earthquake. ~Many of the high-banked roads were reduced to

country level, a number of masonry and steel bridges had collapsed or

were twisted. Wide fissures tore the surface of the roads. A sum of
Rs. 7 lakhs was spent to open the communication and a further sum of
Rs. 48 lakhs was spent to restore the roads, bridges and culverts. It
took about five years to complete the constructions and improvements.
But even after spending about 55 lakhs of rupees the roads which were
affected by the Earthquake could not be restored to their previous level.
Some of the roads came to be maintained only as fair-weather roads.

DIFFICULTIES IN RoAD MAINTENANCE.

Till the advent of the second World War there was a certain
amount of rigid control on the vehicular trafic with a view to the
proper maintenance of the roads.  Heavy bus and truck traffic were
not allowed over the roadgs specially on portions which were unmetalled.
Previously vehicular traffic was also negligible. ~ Labour was cheap
and with the finances available, the District Board could just
manage to maintain the roads in a tolerable condition. But the
second World War brought about changed conditions. ~The allotment
of funds for the maintenance of the roads remained more or less the
came while the rates of labour and the price of the materials increased
enormously.  Some of the important requirements like cement, tar or
bitumen became scarce or their supply was controlled. Besides
Muzaffarpur district has one disadvantage that stone is not locally
available. The type of kankar which is available is hardly suitable
for heavy traffic. ~ Rubber-tyred traffic is almost nil.
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The incidence of the rise in the rate of wages and the price of
materials still continues and at present it is about four times above the
pre-war rates.  The problem of maintaining the roads became more
acute with an increased motor traffic and particularly of the heavier
type. A Regional Tramsport Authority was set up in 1946 to give
permits to taxis, buses and trucks. The District Board has since
been faced with the problem of buses and trucks using some roads
which were hardly meant for such heavy traffic. As a result some of
t,he roads have deteriorated very badly. The road connecting Muzaf-
farpur, the district headquarters, with the subdivisional headquarters
of Sitamarhi, an important business centre, has a length of 37 miles
and passes through some important villages.  The condition of this
road and the bridges on it had become so deplorable that in 1947-49
it used to take three to four hours to negotiate this distance by a car.
During those years people would rather go from Muzaffarpur to Sita-
marhi by train vie Samastipur and Darbhanga which meant a railway
journey for about 6 to 7 hours.  This road has now been taken over by
the Public Works Department and was converted into an all-weather
road. The District Board has, however, partially been relieved ot
their responsibility by the transfer of some of the Important roads to
the Public Works Department.

BripGES AND CULVERTS UNDER THE DISTRICT BOARD.

' Thel:e are 33,256 feet of waterways in the shape of major bridges,
minor bridges and culverts.  Out of this 7,166 feet have been transferred
to the charge of the Public Works Department.

SoME OF THE PRINCIPAL ROADS.

Sitamarhi road wno. 1.

This road connects Muzaffarpur, the district headquarters. with
the subdivisional headquarters of Sitamarhi, an important business
centre for rice, other food-grains and timber. The length of the road
is 37 miles. The road passes through the important villages of
Rampurhari, Saidpur and Carha, etc. This is an all-weather road
maintained by the Public Works Department.

Darbhanga road mo. 2.

This road connects Muzaffarpur, the district headquarters, with
Laheriasarai, the headquarters of Darbhanga district, and ’ passes
through the important villages of Ather, Berua and Benibad of Muzaf-
farpur district and Kansay and Simri of Darbhanga district .  The
total length of the road is 37 miles and up to the border of Muzaffar-
pur district is 26 miles.

Pusa road no. 3.

This road connects Muzaffarpur with Samastipur via Pusa and
lajpur and also connects Darbhanga via Saidpur Bridge. The total
length of the road in Muzaffarpur district is 18 miles.  This passes

9 8 Rev.
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through the important villages of Rohua, Manika and Dholi in the
district of Muzaffarpur.

Shahpur road no. 5.

This road connects Muzaffarpur with Mahua and Jandaha via
Mustufapur road no. 63 and Mohaddinagar road no. 20 and connects the
important railway station and village of Shahpur Patoree, an important
centre for tobacco in the district of Darbhanga. The length of the
road is 19 miles up to the junction of Mustufapur road no. 63.

Hajipur road no. 6.

This road connects Muzaffarpur, the district headquarters with the
subdivisional headquarters of Hajipur and passes through the important
villages of Turki. Kurhani, Bhagwanpur and Sarai, Total length of
the road is 34 miles.

Rewaghat road no. 7.

This is the main road which connects Muzaffarpur with Chapra,
the headquarters of the Saran district with a ferry at Rewaghat over
river Gandak. The total length of the road in this district ig 25 miles.
It passes through the important villages of Patahi, Karja, Saraiya and
Bakhra.

Deorta road no. 8.

This serves the area of Kanti and Paroo thanas which are not
connected bv roads. This road also connects Saran district vig the
important vflla-ges of Repura, Panapur, Barkagaon, Deoria and Dharfari
in the district of Muzaffarpur with a ferry over river Gandak at Sohansi
Ghat. The total length of the road in this district is 81 miles.

Motihari road no. 9.

This road connects the district headquarters of Muzaffarpur with
Motihari, the district headquarters of Champaran and passes through the
important villages of Kanti, Motipur and Mahuwal in this district. The
total length of the road within the district is 23 miles,

Sahebganj road no. 10.

This road connects Motipur, an important market .With a sugar mill,
with Sahebganj which has a considerable grain business. The total
length of the road is 16 miles.

Bettiah road no. 11.

This is an inter-district road which starts from Lalg@nj,. a thana
headquarters of Hajipur subdivision and connects the district with
Bettiah and subsequently goes to Nepal via the important villages of
Bhagwanpur Ratti, Daudnagar, Amwara, B'a.sal.tha., Deoria  and
Sahebganj. The total length of the road in this district is 36 miles.
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Lalganj road no. 16.

This road connects the subdivisional headquarters of Hajipur with
Lalganj thana headquarters and an important business centre and
passes through the villages of Ghataro and Harauli. The total length
of the road is 21 miles.

Mahua road no. 17.

This is also an inter-district road which starts from
Hajipur and passing through Mahua, Sukki in Hajipur subdivision and
Dihuli in Sadar subdivision enters the district of Darbhanga near Pusa.
The total length of the road in this district is 32 miles,

Mahnar road no. 19.

This road joins Hajipur with the thana headquarters of Mahnar and
then leads to Darbhanga district passing through the important villages
of Bhairopur, Bidupur, Mahnar and Hasanpur. The total length of
the road in this district is 23 miles.

Mohaddinagar road mno. 20.

This road joins Mahua, an important thana and business centre,
with Jandaha and subsequently runs to Shahpur Patoree railway

station in the district of Darbhanga. The total length of the road is
16 miles.

Sursand road no. 23.

This is an important road with a length of 32 miles. It starts
from Bishunpur and passes through the important villages of Gaura,
Koili, Nanpur, Bahera, Pupri (an important business centre),
Sursand, another important business centre and joins Bela road
no. 34 at Parihar.

Pupri road no, 24.

This road starts from Sitamarhi and joins Pupri, a thana head-
quarters and then leads to Darbhanga district. The total length of the
road within the district of Muzaffarpur is 24 miles.

Sheohar road no. 25.

This road starts from Sitamarhi and connectg Sheohar, an
important thana. The road is 16 miles in length and passes through the
important villages of Dhanger, Dikuli and Parsaunt. '

The following roads were taken up in First Five-Year Plan either
for the first phase or the second phase :—
First phase.
(1) Jhapha-Minapur road—8 miles.
(2) Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi road—37 miles,
(3) Muzaffarpur-Rewaghat road—23 miles.
(4) Mahnar-Mahnar Bazar road—4 miles,
(5) Muzaffarpur-Hajipur road 34.25 miles.
(6) Muzaffarpur-Champaran Border road—21 miles.



132 MUZAFFARPUR.

Second phase.

(1) Hajipur-Bhairopur-Mahnar road—19 miles.
(2) Muzaffarpur-Pusa road—17 mileg,

All these roads have been improved and thrown open to passenger
buses and carriers, both private and public. The number of passengers
using the service buses lg very large. An enormous goods trafﬁcg is
also carried on through the carriers, private and public, No precise
data are, however, available to show the number of paésengers or the

volume of goods traffic that are catered for by the vehi
inward and outward. y the vehicular traffic both

ARBORICULTURE.

Muzaffarpur is fortunate in having fairly long avenues along the
roads. The initiative of planting treeg along the road was taken by
Mr. C. F. Worsley, a former Collector. Extensive plantation was

done between the years 1877 and 1901 and a sum of about Rs. 69,000
was spent.

The dead trees are replaced and effort is made to maintain the
avenue. JSimal, babul, sal, jamun, mango are some of the trees by the

roadside. There is a great scope for a proper plantation which is not
being kept up.

During the scarcity of 1951 sisum plantation was done along the
roads. Though due to drought the plantation was not very successtul
but a good percentage has survived and in the years to come they will
prove a useful property for the District Board.

Roap FiNANCES.

The average expenditure in repairs and improvement of roads
during 1876-77 was Rs. 20,000 which was increased to Rs. 1,30,000
in the year 1886-87 and to Rs. 1,70,000 in 1904-05.  The average
annual expenditure on roads prior to the second World War, viz.,
1939-40 was Rs. 2,30,036. As the cost of labour wag cheap and the
roads were improved and restored out of the Karthquake grant, all
the roads under District Board and T.ocal Boards were in a fairly
good condition and the amount available was just sufficient to main-
tain the roads,

The amount spent on repairs to roads during the vear 1952-53 is
as follows :—

Rs.
(i) Maintenance, repairs and minor improvements 4,88.708
(#1) New construction 1,77,431

(iti) Administration charges .. 1,23,687
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The main sources of expenditure on roads are—(i) Road Fund;
(i) Provincial revenue, (iif) Local Fund, and (iv) Special loans raised
for construction of new roads.

The main sources of income for maintenance of roads under the
District Board are road cess, grants from the Government and a small
amount received every year out of motor vehicle taxation. No loans
have been raised so far for construction of new roads.

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC,

Bullock carts have been in existence since the ancient days. The
recent wholesome change very slowly coming in is the substitution of
tyre wheels in place of iron-shod wheels.  Light vehicles drawn by, a
single pony known as ekka have been in vogue since a very long time.
Ekkas are, however, on the decline because of power propelled faster
vehicles. It is understood the first motor car was brought to Muzaf-
farpur in 1910. The hand rickshaw was introduced in 1937 while the
cvele rickshaw came into vogue in 1940. The first passenger bus
and the first public carrier were introduced in 1946.

STATISTICS OF VEHICLES.

The statistics for 1954 of different kinds of vehicles are given
below :—

(i) Motor Taxis—3.

(1) Motor Cars—332.

(#4)) Motor Buses—84.

(iv) Motor Trucks—251.

(v) Motor Cycles—26.

(vi) Bullock carts—40,000 (roughly).
(vii) Bicycles—No figure is available.
(vii5) Rickshaws—1,300.

(iz) Horse carriages—100,

(x) Hand carts—100.

WATER TRANSPORT.

The district has got a number of rivers and rivulets of which the
more important from transport point of view are Naraini Gandak and
Burhi Gandak, Baghmati, old and new, Adhwarg and Slcau. ) Naraini
Gandak remains navigable all the year round and grains, timber and
other commodities are carried by these rivers and taken to different
places lying in the western boundary of the district, nar_nely‘, Mahnar,
Bhairopur, Hajipur, Lalganj a.nd.Rewa,.ghat. Burhi Gandak 1e
navigable for heavy boats only during rainy season when merchandise
are carried by boats to Muzaffarpur from West Bengal. Sl logs are
brought down from Nepal by river Burhi Gandak and Baghmati. A
daily cargo steamer service plies between Mahnar and Patna and then
onward to Bengal. Steamers ply between Patna and Hajipur during
rainy season only when Naraini Gandak remains full.
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Locar FERRIES.

There are ferries on all the important rivers where they cross the
District and Local Board roads. These are settled by the District
Board and the ferry farmers realise tolls from passengers and goods as
per rates approved by the District Board. The number of rivers and
rivulets being large the ferries are very important to maintain the
link of communication besides clearing a large volume of merchandise.

Following are the more important ferries in the district :—

(1) Atherghat.

(2) Amer-Chechar-Rapura,

(3) Balba-Basanta,

(4) Madhopur-Bangra.

(5) Sohansi-Sarangpur Saguni.
(6) Simra-Jalalpur-Barway.

Two ferries were served with pontoon bridges both over the Burhi
Gandak, one at Akharaghat on Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhj road and the
other at Atherghat on Muzaffarpur-Darbhanga road. Since the transfer
of Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi road to Public Works Department, the toll
on Akharaghat pontoon bridge has been aholished. Now a cement
concrete bridge has been put up at this place by the Public Works Depart-
ment.  Toll is still realised at Atherghat pontoon bridge. It is not
possible to have an estimate of the volume of trade carried through
these ferries as no statistics are maintained.  Generally on each ferry,
a melnee is maintained along with one or two dakota boats for the
crossing of the passengers and regular traffic.

BriDGEs.
The important bridges are described as follows :—

(1) Cement concrete bridge over river Burhi Gandak.—This
bridge has been recently constructed at Akharaghat in
place of the previous pontoon bridge over river Burhi
Gandak under the supervision of the Public Works
Department.  The total cost of its construction is esti-
mated to be 18 lakhs of rupees.

(i1) Pontoon bridge at Atherghat.—This is also over river Burhi
Gandak and was constructed in 1895. The cost of this
bridge at that time was Rs. 91,000.

(1) Buniyadganj girder bridge.—This bridge is over old Baghmati
and wag constructed by Messrs. Jessop and Co.,
Calcutta, The amount spent over its construction is not
available.

(i) Tabular girder bridge at Benibad.—This bridge is also over
old Baghmati called Siari. It is reported that this was
originally constructed by the Maharaja of Darbhanga and

was subsequently repaired after the Earthquake by the
District  Board.
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ResT HoOUSES.

There are Circuit Houses maintained by Government at Mluzaﬁa.;;
pur Sitamarhi and Hajipur.  There i8 anT{lns%pt:qnt ]%1:)1;%3 owx‘;1 Iy
’ i - isall. e Distric -
Sitamarhi and a Youth Hostel at Vaisa 1 e
i i . Muzaffarpur and also Insp
taing a furnished Dak Bunga._low at 1 o spection
ji ty, Pupri, Dumra, OSitamar
Bungalows at Hajipur, Gaighutty, Pupri, ' o
istri tains Rest Houses a
Lowton. The District Board also main o
j i Sheohar, for the benefit of the ou
A B, ] ’ d for at all these places.
istrict Board. Food has to be arranged 1 [ :
('ifhtehiefslsgslcfor a much lesser number of Inspection Bungalows in this
district have been given before. _— papn
1 ur
dharamshalas at Muzaffarpur, Sitamarhi, Hajipur, i
and q};g?::ggriz founded by philanthropists where free lodging Js tav}:-;ld
bl The Muzaffarpur Municipality maintains one sarai or re& -8
at eMuzaﬁar 111-. Hotel accommodation _is available at hMuza arvg:r:
%itamarhi agd Hajipur but the standard 1s very low. Toe:eo?li?) - ri'g
side eating places on all the principal roads where some sOr
15 also available.

RAILWAYS.

The civil district of Muzaffarpur is served with four-meter gauge
lines, namely,— . '
(a) Hajipur-Muzaﬁarpur-Samas'tlpur trunk line.
b) Hajipur—Bachhwara main lm.e ((fhord),
(¢) Samastipur-Narkatiagan] main hn.e, anfi "
()] Muzaffarpur-Narkatiagan] main line vie Motibari,

i i ablished by the Tirhut State Railway
s Rallv;agv; thaz:ngggtoflsihe 18th J 1}171y 1890 to Bengal and Nort}k]l-
and the ngm.? av. It was renamed on the 1st January, 1943 as t‘e
At haltwl-?(éilwav. The name was again changed to North-
s Tl;{ l?lwa - on the 14th April, 1952 when. the zonal system was
%ﬁf:ertll] an?l1 a r)egional headquarters was established at Muzaffarpur.
a

The Railway system in the district is distributed as follows :—

i ia N district after the

line via Muzaffarpur enters the d! )
« Th(é;;‘é:t rliI;eer between Sonepore and It-Iz:ppur 31}(: lszz;z:
istrict  after Dholi railway station. erve
itx};ﬁ)oi;:g;c places as Sarai, Gora.ul, Bhagwanpur, Turki,
Kurhani, Muzaffarpur and Dholi. i -
(b) The main line (chord) between Hajipur and ]%ﬁc bvi’;re
) :tarts from Hajipur and leaves thﬁ dlstn:;t t:t erailiwiy

hnar Road and Shahpur Fatoree _
E::gsg? Nﬁ gerves the area of Hajipur subdivision which
runs along the Gandak.
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(¢) The main line Samastipur to N arkatiaganj enters the districs
after Jogiara station and passing through Sitamarhi
leaves the district after Bairagnia station. It serveg the
important places of Pupri, Sitamarhi and Riga.  The
name of the station for Pupri ig J anakpur Road. From
this station a District Board road leads to Janakpur, a
place of pilgrimage in Nepal territory.

(d) The main line Muzaffarpur to Narkatiaganj starts from
Muzaffarpur and leaves the district after Mahwal
station. It serves the area of Kanti and Motipur.

The total mileage of the Railway system in the district is 137.
Considerable improvements have been made in providing amenities for
the travelling public in the trains and at the railway stations gince the
publication of last Gazetteer. These include provision of platforms,
benches, drinking water taps, hand pumps, additional booking windows,
planting of shady trees and pan type latrines on the stationg on
Hajipur-Bachhwara section and provision of additional benches, light-
Ing arrangements, drinking water arrangements, raised platforms,
additional booking facilities, planting of shady trees at most of the
stations on the other trunk and main lines. Platform shelters have
been provided at Hajipur, Muzaffarpur and Dholi stations. Improve-
ments to waiting rooms at Hajipur, Goraul, Muzaffarpur and J ogiara
have been made.  Bathing cubicles have been provided at Muzaffarpur
railway station. There is scope for further amenities to the passengers.*

. Through Railway the agricultural products are sent out from
Sxtgmarhl, Pupri (Janakpur Road railway station), Muzaffarpur,
Hajipur, Desari and Mahnar. The manufactured goods and iron

m.aterials'a.re brought through the railway to Hajipur, Muzaffarpur,
Sitamarhi and Pupri (Janakpur Road railway station).

The Railway also helps import and export with Nepal. Commodi-
ties imported to Nepal are salt, iron. mustard oil, lime, cotton piece
goods, brass, from J anakpur Road station and cement, coal, and empty
gunny bags from Bairagnia railway station, whereas commodities
exported from Nepal include tea and mixed grains to Hajipur, linseeds,

rice, paddy, jute to J anakpur Road and grains, hides, oil-seeds and
oil-cake to Bairagnia. .

The district of Muzaffarpur is famous for several places of
pilgrimage and religious festivals. The most important religious
festival is that of Kartik Purnima mela which takes place on bhoth the
sides of river Gandak at Sonepore in the district of Saran and at
Hajipur in the district of Muzaffarpur. The Railways cater for mela
traffic.  Other important festivals catered by the railway . include

*The O. T. Railway w;;‘c‘ommonly desc_!z;:l;ed as the Old“;nd Tireti"”-R;iiw;—y

because of the enormous delays that had become common. There is seope for more

trains running to scheduled timings. Roof-riding owing to congestion is not an
uncommon sight.

317
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; Fai i i Road, Bhagwati Bridge
F at Sitamarhi and Janakpur _Road,
g‘zzneﬁ;v%zhenaglrand Bairagnia, Basant Pachmi Fair at Janakpur Road
and Sitamarbi and Haldi Mela at Motipur.

. . .
The main railway stations are Muzaffarpur, Hajipur, Sitamark

and Bairagnia. Details of daily average traffic for these stations are
given below :—
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00 baskets of litchies
s&(v)erage) are booked from
this station for destinations
in North Bibar and Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Assam by parcel during the
litchi season yearly.

Muzafarpur| 41,861 | 7,366 4,307 220 | 8,667

Hajipur ... | 1,412 1,088 | 1,500 847 | 1,898
Sitamarhi | 1,341 | 1,480 786 | 2,100 | 4,000
Balragnia 560 880 440 826 721

The inward and outward traffic in goods co¥nmodities to other
stations of Muzaffarpur civil district is as follows :—

i vantity ~ Average quantity of
Name of statiof If)&fv;aci)%z geceiveg goods booked out-
daily. ward daily.

Mds. Mds.
84
1. Bidupur 6% 118
2. Chak Sikandar o oy
3. Desari ; 58
4. Sahdai Buzurg 208 o
5. Mahnar Road e o e i
7 Bhag L1001 - 533
5 G 7025 L 1,450
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Name of station.

MUZAFFARPUR.

Average quantity
of goods received

Average quantity of
goods booked out-

daily. ward daily.
Mds. Mds.
9. Kurhani 300 100
10. Turka 19 40
11. Silout 25 50
12. Dholi 500 200
13. Jogiara e 1 4
14. Janakpur Road 2,357 6,524
15. Bajpatti 10 300
16. Riga 1,400 1,967
17. Dheng 20 17
18. Kanti Nil 3,000 (Sugar-
cane).
19. Motipur - 1,580 3,197
20. Mahwal vev b 5
AVIATION,

Muzaffarpur ig the first district in the State of Bihar to have
private pilots who owned their planes. The first plane was brought to
Muzaffarpur by Mr. Bhabadev Mukherjee in the decade 1920—30.
Later Mr. Fairweather who owned an automobile concern in Muzaffar-
pur had his own plane and his services as a pilot were of great help
immediately after the great Bihar FEarthquake. 1In the forties
Mr. H. M. Weatherall of Messrs.  Arthur Butler and Co., and
Mr. Corbett, a businessman also had their own planes. Ex-Squadron-
leader Majithia who bought the automobile concern of Mr. Fairweather
brought his own plane to Muzaffarpur. It is from Muzaffarpur that
in 1949 Mr. H. M. Weatherall and Ex-Squadron-leader Majithia
negotiated the first successful air trip from Muzaffarpur to Kathmandu
in a ‘“ Bonanza "’ and theirs’ was the first plane to land on the soil of
Nepal when she alighted at the improvised airstrip on a football field at
Kathmandu. These private aviators had popularised aviation in
Muzaffarpur district.

Muzaffarpur has been put on the air map of India for civil aviation
from time to time. There was one air service of Nalanda Airways
between Patan and Muzaffarpur but after a short existence the
Nalanda Airways stopped their service. =~ The Bharat Airways linked
up Muzaffarpur for sometime in their Calcutts and Kathmandu route.
At the moment Muzaffarpur ig connected by air in the route between

Calcutta-Muzaffarpur-Patna-Kathmandu route of the Air Lines Cor- -

poration. By air the journey from Muzaffarpur to Patna takes about
20 minutes as against six hours by the train. Calcutta could be
reached in 2 hours by air from Muzaffarpur while the train journey
will take more than 15 hours. The present bottle-neck of goods
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traffic at Mokamehghat should encourage an air freighter service to
Muzaffarpur from Calcutta and Patna. The neighbouring district of
Darbhanga has a freighter air service from Calcutta to Darbhanga.

There is one landing ground at Patahi, six miles off from
Muzaffarpur on Muzaffarpur-Rewaghat road.  This landing ground is
being modernised for an all-year round air service. The presenf airstrip
has no proper terminal building or all-weather runway. Small planes
can land in the maidan known as Race-course in the town of Muzaffar-
pur. There is also one landing ground for small planes at Dumra at
a distance of 3 miles of Sitamarhi railway station,

MoToR TRANSPORT SERVICE.

There is no regular limited company to run the buses or trucks
lines. Excepting the Ganga Motor Service of Muzaffarpur there is
no other motor service owning a large number of buses. Private
persons having one or two buses have been given permits for running
the services. A list of routes showing bus services will be found
later. 'There has been no nationalisation of the transporf services
in Muzaffarpur  district so far. The bus and truck transport
is administered through the North Bihar Regional Transport Authority
with the Commissioner of the Tirhut Divigion as the Chairman. The
number of buses plying in the district is nearly one hundred and of
trucks nearly three hundred. ~The number is going up rapidly.

Posts, TELEGRAPHS, TELEPHONES AND ‘WIRELESS.

There are 41 post offices and 408 branch post offices in the district.
About 3,010 square miles are served by the sub and branch offices. The
details of the working of the post offices in the district of Muzaffarpur
for 1952 are given below :—

Details,

1. Total number of postal articles ... 1,04,45,376 nos.
including letters, —packets, news
papers, parcels delivered. J—

9. Total value of money orders issued in ... Rs. 98,02,597-15-5.
the Muzaffarpur district,

3. Total value of money orders paid in ... Rs. 9,20,23,110-13-10.
the Muzaffarpur district. ‘

4. Total value of Savings Banks deposits ... Rs. 76,07,109-10-3,

5. Total value of Savings Banks with- ... Rs. 72,54,835-10-8.
drawals.

6. Total value of National Savings ... Rs. 9,38,660-0-0.

Certificates deposits.

!
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Details,

Total value of National Savings
Certificates discharged.

8. Total value of 5-year Cash Certifi-

9.
10.
11.

12,

15.

16.

17,

18.

19,

realised was Rs. 17,920.

cates discharged.

Total number of registered parcels
posted.

Total number of registered insured
parcels posted.

Total number of registered letters
and packets posted.

Total number of registered insured
letters posted,

. Total number of V. P, parcels posted
14.

Total number of V. P. letters and
packets received for delivery.

Total number of V. P, letters and
packets posted for despatch.

Total number of messages received
for delivery.

Total number of messages booked

"The areas from where the bulk of
money orders come.

The areas where the bulk of money
orders are sent for payment.

aey

Amount.
Rs. 1,66,640-11-0,

Rs. 57,447-11-0.
12,463 nos.
2,245 nos.
1,89,544 nos.
6,562 nos,

7,280 nos.
16,515 nos.

8,922 nos.

Figures not available as
H. O. is a non-com-

bined office.

Figures not available as
H. 0. iy a non-com-
bined office.

From West Bengal
specially from Calcutta
and Assam,

Bombay, Madras,
Chapra and Patna.

In 1952 there were 635 radio sets and the amount of license fee

From the small number of the radio sets it

cannot be said that radios have become popular in the district.

has been increased to 300 connectiong recently.

There are 27 telegraph offices but the figures of telegrams sent out
or received are not available,

Muzaffarpur town is well served with telephones for both local and
trunk calls. The board which was originally meant for 100 connections

There is no telephone

exchange at Hajipur or Sitamarhi but public call offices have been
recently established at both the places.

Muzaffarpur and the subdivisional headquarters of Sitamarhi and
Hajipur are connected by wireless for administrative purpose.
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Bus RoUTES IN MUZAFFARPUR DISTRICT.

(1) Muzaffarpur-Bedauli vie Daudnagar and Amwara.
(2) Muzaffarpur-Daudnagar.

(8) Muzaffarpur-Darbhangs via Benibad.

(4) Muzaffarpur-Darbhanga via Pusa.

(5) Muzaffarpur-Samastipur.

(6) Muzaffarpur-Motihari via Mehsi and Chakia,
(7) Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi.

(8) Muzaffarpur-Sheohar.

(9) Muzaffarpur-Sursand via Sitamarhi.

(10) Muzaffarpur-Sonbersa.

(11) Muzaffarpur-Belsund via Runisaidpur.

(12) Muzaffarpur-Katra vic Runisaidpur and Aurai.
(13) Muzaffarpur-Katra via Benibad.

(14) Muzaffarpur-Sahebgan].

(15) Muzaffarpur-Fatehabad via Basaitha.

(16) Muzaffarpur-Bakbra.

(17) Muzaffarpur-Basaitha,

(18) Muzaffarpur-Vaishali.

(19) Muzaffarpur-Rewaghat.

(20) Muzaffarpur-Jaffarpur-Paro.

(21) Muzaffarpur-Motihari via Sahebganj.

(22) Muzaffarpur-Dharfari.

(28) Muzaffarpur-Hajipur-Mahua-Muzaffarpur,
(24) Muzaffarpur-Mahua.

(25) Sitamarhi-Sursand.

(26) Sitamarhi-Sonbersa.

(27) Sitamarhi-Sheohar.

(28) Sitamarhi-Bella.

(29) Belsand-Riga via Sitamarhi Court,

(30) Hajipur-Lalganj.



CHAPTER XII.

HISTORY.

The area covered by the present district of Muzaffarpur at first
inhabited mostly by non-Aryan or mixed races, wag occupied by the
Aryans towards the end of the early Vedic age. If Jain tradition is to
be relied on, it formed part of the kingdom of Videha, the city of Vaisali
being its capital.l But this is contradicted by the Puranas as well as the
Balakanda of the Ramayana, both of which mention Vaisali as a
separate kingdom. Raja Vaisala, the founder of the kingdom of Vaisali
has been represented to be a son of Iksvaku in the Ramayana; but the
" Puranas describe him as a son of Nabhaga. According to the Puranas,
Sumati, who was a contemporary of Raja Dasaratha of Ayodhya, was
tenth in descent from Vaisala, The Vishnupurana contains a list of
thirty-four kings of Vaisali, showing that monarchy had a long history
in this area. The Ramayana tells us that when Rama and his brother
Lakshmana, accompanied by the sage Visvamitra, crossed the Ganga
and reached its northern bank on their way to Mithila, they had a view
of the city of Vaisali.2 According to Visvamitra, all the kings of Vaisali
had been long-lived, high-souled, possessed of strength and power, and
highly virtuous.8 The present village Basarh in Muzaffarpur district has
been identified by Cunningham with the spot where stood the ancient
capital of Vaisali. There is no doubt that the whole of the district was
included in that kingdom.

REPUBLIC OF VAISALI

As to how and when exactly the monarchical rule in Vaisali was
replaced by an oligarchical republic nothing definitely can be said. In
the Jain Bhagavati Sutra as well as the Buddhist Anguttara Nikaya, the
name of the Vriji republic appears in the list of sixteen mahajanapadas
which shows that the event must have occurred pretty long before 600
B. C. Bimbisara, the famous king of Magadha, who was a contemporary
of the Buddha, is said to have married a Lichchhavi princess of Vaisali.
The matrimonial alliance with the Lichchhavis must have strengthened
his position. In fact the Lichchhavis formed the most important of
the eight confederate clans included in the Vriji republic.  Vaisali, the
capital of the confederacy, was then at the height of its prosperity, and
its citizens numbered 1,68,000. The Buddhist work Mahavagga
describes it as containing ‘* 7707 storeyed buildings, 7707 pinnacled
buildings, 7707 Aramas and 7707 lotus-ponds ", with its rajas or chiefs
also numbering 7707.4

Tt is mentioned in a Jataka passage that of the kings who were
permanently residing and ruling in Vaisali, the number was seven
thousand seven hundred and seven. The number of wuparajans was
the same, as also the number of senapatis and treasurers. The passage
should not be interpreted literally; and the number 7,707 should be
taken to mean that power was vested in a very large body of men. It
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ig not likely, however, that every member of the Great Assembly
attended its meetings. In actual practice the voice of the elders seems
to have prevailed.5> The Buddha had a high opinion of the constitution
of the Lichchhavis; and had declared that the Lichchhavi state could
not succumb so long as the members of their assembly metf in concord,
and acted in accordance with the ancient institutions of Vaisali, so long
as they honoured their elders and hearkened to their words. The

system of voting was prevalent amongst the Lichchbavis, but matters
were not usually pressed to a voting.

VAISALI IN JAIN AND BUDDHIST LIITERATURE.

Vaisali figures prominently both in Jain and Buddhist literatures.
The Jains, both Svetambaras and Digambaras, state that Vardhamana
Mahavira was the son of one’ Siddhartha of Kundapura or Kundagrama,
a suburb of Vaisali.6 In a Jain sutra Mahavira has been described as a
Vaisalika, meaning a native of Vaisali. It is said that Siddbartha’s
wife Trisula was sister to Chetaka of Vaisali.7 It is no wonder, therefore,
that Vaisali long continued to be a great stronghold of Jainism, and is
frequently referred to in Jain scriptures.  Mahavira’s mother Trisula is
described as a princesg of Videha, and is said to have been related to
Bimbisara, king of Magadha. The first visit of Gautama Buddha to
Vaisali was in answer to an invitation of itg inhabitants. who had sent
& deputation to him imploring him to deliver them from a frightful
pestilence which was desolating their country. The Buddha responded
to the call, and coming to Vaisali drove away the plague, and made
numerous converts. In the Mahavagga of the Buddhists we read that
the Buddha, while sojourning at Kotigrama, gave an audience to the
courtesan Ambapali, a woman of uncommon beauty, and also to the
Tichchhavis of Vaisali. It is very probably that Kotigrama of the
Buddhists is identical with Kundagrama of the Jains. During the
fifth year of his ministry the Buddhg re-visited Vaisali, living in the
Kutagara or two-storeyed hall of Mahavana, a great forest stretching to
the north of Vaisali. It was here that he established the Buddhist
order of nuns, reluctantly yielding to the request of his widowed foster
mother Gautami that women might be admitted to the congregation at
the intercession of hig favourite disciple Ananda. To Vaisali again
he returned on his journey to Kusinara shortly before hig death and
stayed in the mango-grove of Ambapali, teaching and exhorting his
disciples and expounding the law to Ananda.

ANNEXATION OF VAISALI TO MAGADHA.

Vaisali’s fortunes were affected by the growth of Pataliputra

bevond the Ganga. The importance of Vaisali though reduced appears
to have been an eye-sore to the Magadha kings.

Ajatasatru, the son and successor of Bimbisara, was determined to
annex Vaisali to the kingdom of Magadha. He is said to have obtained
the Buddha’s view. Although the Buddha did not give his consent to
Ajatasatru’s plan of conquest nothing could deter the Magadhan King
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from his purpose. «1 will root out these Vajjians » he said, 1
will destroy these Vajjians. I will bring these Vajjians to utter
ruin. ' In order to give offect to his desire Ajatasatru made great
preparations for war against the Lichchhavis. He built a fort at
Pataligrama and used mahasilakantakas (engines of destruction to hurl
stones on the enemy) in the war.8 Ajatasatru was successful 1n
humbling the pride of the Lichchhavis.  But though they might have
been forced to acknowledge the suzeramnty of Magadha, the republic
does not appear to have been completely obliterated. In fact, Vaisali
continued to be the centre of the political as well as religious life north
of the Ganga. It contained a stupa erected by the Lichchhavis over
some of the relics of the Buddha’s body, and another enshrining some
of the remaing of his great disciple Ananda. It was crowded with
Buddhist monasteries, and according to the account left by Hiuen Tsang
several centuries later, both within and without the city all round 1it,
the sacred places were so numerous that it would be difficult to recount
them all. The second Great Buddhist Council was held at Vaisali in
the reign of Kakavarni Kalasoka, 3 descendant of Sisunaga, who ruled
in Magadha after the fall of the Bimbisarian dynasty. The Buddhist
community was split up into two contending parties, the Theravadins
and Mahasanghikas. A council of 700 monks was constituted under
the Theravadins which compiled the teachings of the Great Master

into a Tripitaka.
VAISALI DURING MAURYA AND SUBSEQUENT TIMES.

Vaisali must have formed part of the Maurya Empire at least down
to the end of Asoka’s reign. The city, lying as it did on the royal
road from Pataliputra to Nepal, was visited by Asoka, who enriched it
by a stupa and a lion-pillar. 'We know nothing of its history during
the next few centuries, with the exception of a traditional raid by
Kanishka, the Kushana king, who carried off to Gandhara the famous
alms-bowl of the Buddha.® At the beginning of the fourth century
A. D. Chandra Gupta T, who established a kingdom in Magadha,
married the Lichchhavi princess Kumara Devi, and his son Samudra
Gupta in his Allahabad TInscription takes pride in calling himself
Lichchhavi-dauhitra (son of the daughter of the Tichchhavis). In the
reign of Samudra Gupta’s son Chandra Gupta IT Vaisali was visited
by the Chinese pilgrim Ta.Hien. It was not, however, until the visit
of Hiuen Tsang about 635 A. D. that we find a detailed account of the

country. He describes the State of Vaisali as about 1,000 miles in

circuit. The soil was rich and fertile; and flowers and fruits were

produced in abundance, the mango and the plantain being essentially
plentiful. The climate Wag agreeable and temperate, the manners of
the people were pure and honest; and they loved religion and highly
esteemed learning. Hiuen Tsang’s account of Vaisali also shows that
Buddhism was on the decline even in that part of the country. The
Jaing were numerous, as might be expected in the birth-place of their
religion. The old city of Vaisali was 60 or 70 li in circuit,10 but it was
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to a great extent in ruins. ‘* At ever ” Hi )

: . . y step ”’, Hiuen Tsan rites
commanding sites and old foundations are seen, which the sgllcc:;itn)e;
of seasons and lapse of years have entirely destroyed.

UNDER Pars AND SENA DYNASTIES.

From the time of Hiuen Tsang there is practic istorict
information regarding North Bihar %mtil the aEcenda?xlclg cI)]fO tﬁ?tog:llal\
dynasty. At.the time of Hiuen Tsang's visit Muzaffarpur must have
formed part of the dominions of Harsha of Kanyakubjs who posses v:i
full sovereign power over Bihar, Northern and Central Bengzﬁ ' get
gfter his death in or about 647 A. D, the local rajas asserteél thq
independence, .and Tirhut wag probably under the rule of pett oteerir
tates. Late in the eighth century, Gopala, the founder of 1?’hep Palz;
dynasty, became ruler of Bengal, and subsequently extended his swa
westward over Bihar. In the eleventh century, Tirhut was wre teg
from the Palas by the ambitious kings of Chedi, and in 1019 A D., 1t
ackl}oyvledged the sovereignty of Gangeyadeva,ll  who airixed.’ alut
attaining paramount power in Northern India. The end of that
century witnessed the rise of the power of the Sena Kings, who ~not;
only wrested from the Palas their eastern provinces but also appear to
sl‘qve carried their arms north-westwards.  Practically the whole  of
Tirhut including Mithila formed part of the kingdom of the Senas : and
their rule in this part of Bihar is commemorated by the use of the
I@ﬁ:}hmana Sfenla era, the first current year of which was apparently the
eighth vear of the accession of Laks  § ir
LR Jakshmana Sena, the last great king of

MusLiM INVASION.

At the close of the twelfth century, or the beginning i

teenth, the tide of Muslim conquest gvept over Bighr;'l nl;u'? fitt%i)esﬂrlll;t-;
appear to have reached far north of the Ganga. Indeed it was not
until the time of Ghyasuddin Ilias, the Mohammadan Governor of
Bengal between 1211 and 1226, that we learn that he carried the banner
of Islam into the territories of the Raja of Tirhut, which had never
before been subdued by the Muslims, and compelled him to pay tribute
This appears, however, to have been rather 5 successful invasion than
an effectual conquest of the country. For a local dynasty of Hindu
kings was established about this time at Simraon in the north-east
corner of the Champaran district, and these kings succeeded in maintain-
ing their rule over Tirhut for over a century, until the invasion of

Ghayasuddin Tughluq in 1323 finally put an end to their independence.

Of the earlier kings of the Simraon dynasty we have only tradi-
tional accounts.13  TIts founder was one Nana or Nanyupa Deva, who
is said to have established himself at Simraon, and to have eventually
cuhdued the whole of Mithila and to have overcome the king of Nepvalu
Tradition relates that one of his sons reigned in Nepal, and the other.
Ganga Deva, In Mithila. There he is credited with having introduced
the system of fiscal divisions or parganas for the purposes of revenue

10 8 Rev.
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administration, while a chaudhuri or headman wag appointed in each
pargana to collect the revenue, and panchayat was chosen to settle all
disputes. Ganga Deva was succeeded by Narasingha Deva. His
son and successor Rama Singha Deva was a plous devotee and g firm
patron of sacred literature. Under his auspices several well-known com-
mentaries on the Vedas were compiled.  Various reforms of internal
administration are attributed to this king. In every village, a police
officer was appointed whose duty it was to make a daily report of all
occurrences worthy of note to the chaudhuri or revenue-collector of the
pargana. The rise of the system of patwaris or village accountants
in North Bihar is ascribed to this period.

On the death of Rama Singha Deva, his son Sakti Singha
ascended the throne; but his despotism appears to have offended the
nobles, and one of his ministers established a council of seven elderg as
a check upon the autocratic power of the king. His son Hara Singha
Deva, the last of the line, is said to have prepared records of the caste
subdivisions of the Brahmanas and Karna Kayasthas within his
dominions. In 1323 A. D. the Emperor Ghyasuddin Tughluq led his
victorious forces into Tirhut on his march back from Bengal. The
fort of Hara Singha was taken and he fled northwards into the valley
of Nepal, where he is said to have reigned for the rest of his life.

SucAoNA DYNASTY.

With the flight of Hara Singha, Tirhut became a dependency of
the Empire of Delhi. The Sultan placed it under Kameshwar Thakur,
the founder of the Sugaona or Thakur dynasty, which continued to rule
over Tirhut till early in the sixteenth century.l4 According to some
authorities, Kameshwar wag deposed in favour of his son Bhogishwara
by Firuz Shah Tughluq.  Perhaps the most famous prince of the
Sugaona dynasty was Kirti Singha, who has been praised by the poet
Vidyapati in his Kirtilata. It appears from this prose-work of Vidyapati
that Muslim influence was well-established in Tirhut at this time, None
the less, the chiefs of the Sugaona dynasty continued to rule paying
only a nominal tribute to the Delhi emperor, Raja Siva Singha was
another illustrious ruler of this dynasty. Vidyapati, the immortal poet
of Mithila has praised him and his queen Liakhimg Devi in a large
number of songs. Indeed the rulers of this dynasty were great patrons
of learning and literature. ~ Four of the most eminent writers of
Tirhut, Jagaddhara, Vidyapati, Sankara and Vachaspati Misra, flourish-
ed during the rule of this dynasty.15

MusLIM INFLUENCE.

Mohammadan supremacy was far more pronounced in the southern
part of Tirhut than in the north. It appears that the Muslim armies
generally marched in the northern part of Tirhut and other districts of
North Bihar to take advantage of the fordability given and left behind
o number of Muslim villages on the northern border.  Hajipur,
situated at the confluence of the Gandak and the Ganges, was a place

HISTORY. 147

of great strategical importance. It was long the headquarters of the
Governors of the rulers of Bengal and was the scene of more than one
rebellion. In its neighbourhood Muslim influence was maintained
through war. The town was an ancient urban site and came to be
named after Haji Ilyas, king of Bengal (1345—58), who invaded and
ravaged Tirhut, the frontier between the Bengal Kingdom and the
Delhi Empire, and apparently built a fortress to consolidate his con-
quest. To punish him and his growing powers Firuz Tughluq
invaded Tirhut in 1353 following hard after Haji Ilyas, who retreated
to Pandua. The expedition was short and decisive, and after the
entire defeat of Haji Ilyas, the Emperor returned to Delhi, appointing
collectors to uphold his authority in Tirhut.

Shortly after this, Tirhut appears to have been annexed by the
Sharqi kings of Jaunpur, and remained subject to them for about 100
vears. They were then deprived of this outlying portion of their
dominjon by the Emperor Sikandar Lodi, who conquered Jaunpur and
then in 1499 advanced against Hussain Shah, the independent king of
Bengal. A treaty was concluded at Barh in which it was agreed that
the Emperor should retain Bihar, Tirhut and Saran on condition that
he should not invade Bengal, and Sikandar Lodi then swept down upon
Tirhut. Unable to face the imperial forces, the Raja of Tirhut
advanced to meet him, and wag allowed to make terms on payment of
a fine amounting to several lacs of rupees.16  The treaty between the
Emperor and the Bengal King was not observed for a long time. For
in the early part of the sixteenth century, Hussain Shah’s son and
successor Nusrat Shah invaded Tirhut, put its Raja to death and
appointed his son-in-law Alauddin to be its governor.l7 He then
marched against Hajipur, and having subdued the neighbouring tract,
placed it in charge of another gon-in-law named Mukhdum Alam.
Shortly afterwards, in 1538, the latter rose in revolt against his
brother-in-law Mahmud Shah and made common cause ‘with Sher
Khan, who was at this time beginning to strive for the throne of Delhi,
which he finally won.18

MugHAL PERIOD.

Msahmud Shah was the last independent king of Bengal, and after
his fall Tirhut again formed a part of the Delhi Empire. But the
allegiance of its chieftaing was very loose and they were practically
independent. Babar, who won the throne of Delhi in 1526 after
defeating Ibrahim T,odi at the Battle of Panipat, makes a mention of
Tirhut in his Memoirs. Raja Rup Narain of Tirhut paid a tribute of
about 5,25,000 silver tankas to the imperial exchequer.1® In the reign
of Akbar, Daud Khan, the Governor of Bengal, raised the standard of
rebellion against the empire; and many of the Afghans who had settled
down in North Bihar rallied round his banner. Akbar sent Khan-i-
Khanan to crush the rebel and directed the Mughal chiefs and those
Afghan chiefs of the neighbourhood, who were loyal to the empire, to
assist him. Finally, Akbar himself marched to the south to assert his
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rights, Daud Khan holding out against him in Patna. A picked force
of 3,000 men was sent to attack the fort, the assault being delivered
under the supervision of Akbar himself.  The imperial troops were
repulsed time after time, and it was not until large re-inforcements were
sent up that the fort was taken by storm. The commandant together
with the greater part of the garrison was glain; and their headg were
sent to Daud Khan to show the fate which awaited him. With the
fall of Patna, shortly afterwards, Bibar was lost to Daud Khan. Tt
was placed under a separate Moghal Governor and Tirhut was included
in the subah thus formed. Those chieftains who had assisted in
maintaining the imperial authority were granted lands in the Hajipur
Sarkar, where they settled with their followers. Subsequently in 1579,
when they revolted, Azam Khan, the successor of Akbar’s great finance
Minister Todar Mal, bought them off by confirming them in possession
of the lands they had already held and by granting them fresh lands.
In this way a large number of petty Muslim chiefs with their followers
were permanently settled to the south of Muzaffarpur.

Hajipur, however, lost its former importance with the transfer of
the headquarters to Patna.  Tirhut, deprived of its separate governor,
no longer comes into prominence during the Mughal period; and its
history for the next two centuries or so is merged in that of the province
of which it formed part. During the reign of Aurangzeb, Sarkar Tirhut
with Darbhanga as the Headquarters formed the biggest Sarkar in
Bihar, containing 102 mabals, while Sarkar Hajipur consisted of 11
mahalg in all.20

Earvry BrITISH PERIOD.

With the British victory at Buxar in 1764 Tirhut passed with the
rest of Bihar under British rule. From then on the history of the
district was confined to the establishment of order and settled govern-
ment, the growth of cultivation and commerce, and the general advance
of civilization. During the early days of British administration a great
part of the territory was in an acute state of lawlessness. The trade
routes were infested by robbers, who preyed on the surrounding
tenantry; crimes went unpunished, and even high officials were molest-
ed. The correspondence in the first twenty years of British  rule
presents an extremely unhappy picture of the internal state of the
country, the trade-routes blocked by gangs of free-booting zamindars,
large stretches of land lying waste owing to their depredations, the
revenue officers in league with and sharing the booty of these outlaws,
blackmail extorted from the servants of the local officers and the
attempts to apprehend arch-criminals set at naught. To the south it
was reported that the zamindars had assumed authority in defiance of
law and order and that the situation of their estates among the jungles
and on the banks of the Baghmati enabled them to keep forces which
no person in those parts could repel and that they managed to main-
tain them by means of depredations on both sides of the river. In the
north matters were no better. The zamindars on the borders of Nepal,
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secure in their jungle fastnesses, mocked at the authorities.  About
them the Judge wrote in 1781 that they were all to a man tyrants, and

. that many of them had been in a state of warfare with Government.

Many of the peasants unable to bear the constant oppression of these
petty tyrants abandoned their houses and lands and fled to Nepal, so
that ““in every village there were several empty houses, and many
villages were quite waste. "’

The soil of Tirhut was indeed very fertile and rivers were abundant.
Vet the district suffered from some serious handicapg during the early
period of British administration. ~ In 1790 the Collector wrote: ‘1
cannot forbear, now that I am writing of Tirhoot, to remark that
whilst many indulge their fancy in expatiating on the natural advan-
tages of this district, the richness of itg soil and its multifarious streams,
not a single individual stops to reflect that along their solitary banks
scarce a hamlet is to be seen, and for miles and miles not a haman
foot-step to be traced—golas, gaunges, bazars, beoparies, manufacturers,
inland traders and the foreign purchasers (without which rivers flow
to no purpose and the earth’s productive to no end) exist only in imagi-
nation. From one town to another even the high roads (on which the
traveller and the merchants used formerly to pursue their journey in
safety and in ease) are in some parts choked up with weeds and grass
and in others are excavated by the periodical rains.”’2l The abundance
of rivers, while it certainly favoured agriculture, was often a cause of
sorrow to the inhabitants of Tirhut. The district had frequently, as
now, to experience floods, which sometimes were devastating in their
effects.  In 1795 the Collector reported that almost every part of it
had been * inundated in a manner never known before.’'22

In the correspondence of the closing fyears of the eighteenth
century and the early years of the nineteenth, we  frequently come
across references to indigo manufacture in Tirhut. The district owed
the introduction of proper manufacture of indigo to its first official
collector, Francois Grand, who at his own initiative, established three
factories between 1782 and 1785. It may be mentioned that prior to
Francois Grand being designated as the Collector near about 1781 there
was a European Officer by the designation of Supervisor for Tirhut
appointed in 1769. This post was converted to the post of a Collector
with Grand as the first incumbent.

By the end of the century the indigo industry was well-established
with considerable capital invested in it by European planters. Accord-
ing to a statement of 1802, there were then in Tirhut 13 planters, of
whom 1 was Indian, 4 Englishmen, 1 Scotch, 4 Irishmen, 1 German
and 2 Ttalians.28  There were 16 indigo factories at the time, but the
number rose to 25 by 1810. Dwelling on the benefits of indigo manu-
facture the Collector wrote in that year that not less than thirty to fifty
thousand persons received their principal support from indigo factories
in the district.  According to hig estimate, ‘‘ a sum possibly not less
than 6 or 7 lacs of rupees is annually circulated in Zillah Tirhoot by a
few enterprising European indigo planters, and that too, to people who
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are most in want of such constant and certain aid, cultivators, day
labourers and their families. *'24

A study of the old correspondence, preserved in the Revenue:

Record Room of Muzaffarpur gives a good cross section of the main
trends of the administration during that period. —The background was
that a body of traders known as the United Company of Merchants of
England trading in the East Indies with headquarterg at the Presidency
of Fort William had come into the administration of the country
through the channel of trade. But the main idea behind the adminis-
tration was to collect the revenue and to encourage trade for and on
behalf of the Company. There was no hesitation to put the defaulter
of rent to prison or to torture him so that his people would come for-
ward and make up the arrears.

The Governor-General and the members of his Council and under
them the Board of Revenue, consisting of a President and a few
members controlled the Collectors who were in charge of the actual
administration of the districts. The old correspondence shows an
overcentralised administration with the Collector at the district head-
quarters who knew that he was not trusted and in many cases wanted
to make as much as he could for himself without, however, seriously
jeopardizing the interests of the Company. Frequent warnings used
to be issued, and the Collectors were severely reprimanded or punished
for their lapses. Francois Grand, the first Collector designated as such
was once fined one month’s pay for not sending the treasury account
to the Accountant-General in time, The order of thig punishment was
sent on 22nd May 1782. Grand satisfactorily explained his position,
and Sir John Shore in a letter on 22nd August 1782 communicated that
the fine was remitted. In another letter, dated the 31st July, 1783,
the Board communicated to Grand a warning against the Company’s
servants forcibly occupying grounds which were not their property and
erecting buildings on them and then applying for sanction. From the
old records it is found that the Company’s servants, taking advantage
of their position, were having their own private trade. Francois Grand,
was running several indigo concerns of his own, which eventually led
to his dismissal from the Company’s service. He, however, should be
remembered for being the first man to introduce the western method
for manufacturing indigo dye.

Another Collector, Bathurst, also came to grief because of his
private dealings.  Lord Cornwallis, however, prescribed a form of
oath for the Company’s covenanted servants; and a part of the oath
ran as follows : —

“I will not demand, take or employ directly or indirectly by
myself or by any other person for my use or on my behalf
or from any Raja, Zamindar, Talukdar, Polygar, Rector,
Ryat, or other person paying or liable to pay any tribute,
rent or tax for the use of the said United Company in sum
of money, or other valuable thing by way of gift and
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presents or otherwise for and on behalf of or besides and
accept actual tribute, rent or tax authorised to be taken
by and for the use of the said United Company and that I
will justly and truly account and answer to the said
United Company. "’

The Governor-General in Council was taking a serious view of the
lapses on the part of the Company’s servants which often occurred.
Sweedland, the Collector of Tirhut was in 1796 detected by the
Military Auditor-General as having wasted a lot of Governm?nt money
over the payment of full salaries to persons in the Company’s employ-
ment who had been invalidated. ~There was an Invalid Establishment
at Bhagalpur; and Collector Sweedland who had paid full pay to some
persons of Sarkar Tirhut sent to the Invalid Establishment at Bhagal-
pur, had to make good the loss personally. ~ Another charge against
Qweedland was that these invalids had been promised lands in Tirhut,
but they had never been put in possession of these.

her instance of the Revenue Board’s anxiety to check
corrlﬁ)?iocfn is seen in a letter dated the 11th October, 1799, to Sweed-
land.  Thig letter shows that the Board had found the charge of
misappropriation against the late Collector of Burdwan substantiated.
Evidently, there was misappropriation of an amount of the Establish-
ment, and a warning was circularised to all Collgctorg 1ncludlr}g _Swefed-
land that they were not to make *‘ any alterations in the distribution
of their Establishments under any pretext whatsoever, and that any
actual misappropriation (of the amount) which can be viewed in mo
other light as embezzlement of their public money will be considered
not only as a ground for the immediate Q1smlssal from his oﬂ_ice, but
as subjecting them to that penalty to which they may come liable in

consequence of publi¢ trust.”
TRADE WITH NEPAL.

During those early days of the Company’s administration, Tirhut
had a brisk trade with Nepal. Thig trade was actively encouraged by
the Company’s Government. In a letter dated the 2nd February,
1792, the Collector of Tirhut gave & list of articles exported to and
imported from Nepal. The letter is as follows :—

« Enclosed you will receive the current exports and imports
. requir)éd by your letter of the 17th last. _Though the
articles are numerous the trade is very condigned and is
likely to continue so, unless the Nepal Government can be
prevailed upon to afford the protection to the trader and to
reduce and fix the Duties which are at present arbitrary

and exorbitant. ”’

i lin

h orts to Nepal were salt, white woollen cloth, musln,

Mal(;lz:m 2lote}ip English red cloth, Hindustani shoes, muskets, nutmegs,
cloves, pepper, betel-nut, cocoanut, all sorts of pulses and opium.
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The imports from Nepal were gold dust, crude borax, ivory, wax,
cow’s tails, lead, iron, copper, Cochin cloth, chints, cinnamon, honey,
silajeet and tin.

Bona FIDE BUSINESS IN OPIUM AND INDIGO.

A certain amount of encouragement was given by the Government
for the manufacture of indigo. Since 1761 opium manufacture and
trade had been a Government monopoly. Regular advances used to be
given to the recognised opium ryats under the control of the Govern-
ment.  The Collectors were warned to keep an eye on contraband
business in opium.

STATISTICS.

The need for statistics for running the administration appears to
have been early realised. The proposals of the Collectors for taxation
used to be accompanied with some sort of statistics.

A letter from Tirhut Magistracy on the 17th October, 1791 to the
Secretary to the Board of Revenue is as follows :—

““T have the pleasure of transmitting vou an abstract of an
estimate of the population of the Lakhrage land in this
Collectorship of Tirhut............... men 2,20,351 women
1,12,250............... children 1,75,400 total 6,08,901. "

FAMINE DUE To RAINS.

Scarcity or excess of rains leading to famine or conditions preceding
a famine were not unknown in 1791.  The extracts from the following
letter written from the Tirhut Magistracy on the 27th October, 1791
to William Cowper, President of the Board of Revenue will show :—

‘“ In the month of Jaite 1198 when the cultivation of the current
fusli year commenced, such quantity of rain fell, that
numberless land which had been sown and the crop
already above grounds were inundated and the promised
harvest destroyed. Immediately on the waters drying up
lands were sown afresh, and from the month of Assar to
the middle of Bhadon there was no scarcity of seasonable
ghowers; but from that period to the end of Assin which
is a season for rice crop and the fusli harvest there wag not
a single shower except on a very few partial spot...........,
one month of moderate expectancy still remains for the
cultivation of Rabbi and should there be a rain mueh
Rabbi cultivation may be still carried on enough to
diminish the general despondency and avert many of the
Malguzars of that ruin that seems inevitable. ”’

NEPALESE INCURSIONS.

The difficulties of administration in Trihut were further increased
by external trouble owing to the incursions of the Gurkhas. Attempts to
induce them to aid British officers in the suppression of frontier
dacoities were fruitless; and all remonstrances against their aggressions
were disregarded. The Collector reported that between 1787 and 1813

- Even before
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upwards of 200 villages had been seized by the Gurkhas upon one or
other unjustifiable pretext. In 1815 he was again obliged to report
that the zamindars complained that in consequence of the incursions of
the Nepalese, who had come down and burnt their villages and plundered
their property, their ryots had in many instances failed to pay their
rent. When the Nepal War at last broke out, a large body of troops
had to be posted at Majorgan] near Mahlai; and a few miles to the
north across the frontier, one of the few successful British actions 1n
this part of the country was fought. Here close on the frontier, a
Gurkha outpost had been established under Parasram Thapa; and
Major Bradshaw, who was in command of the English forces, determin-
ed to attack it, preparatory to occupying the whole_ Taral. Ea}rly in
the morning of the 25th November, 1814, he suljprlsed and carried the
post, killing the Gurkha commander and capturing a Gurkha envoy.
The Tarai was immediately evacuated by the Gurkhas and occupied by
the British, Captain Blackney being posted' at Samarpul to the nor.'th
of the district on the extreme right of the line, where he wag left with
a small force without any support. Here he was taken completely by
surprise at day-break on the 1st January, 1815; the camp was rushed,
the tents fired, the sepoys broke and ran in the utmost confusion, ' and
(aptain Blackney himself wag kjlledz ' Peace was, however, established
with Nepal by the Treaty of Sigauli in _1816. In the records of the
period there are references to money being sent from the Muzaffarpur
treasury for the expenses of troops engaged in the Nepal war.25

ExXTENSION OF PERMANENT SETTLEMENT.

During the forty years following the Nepal war, nothing particu-
Jarly interesting happened in the history of the district. ~ The bulk of
the correspondence of the period deals with the lar}d revenue adminis-
tration and the measures taken by the Company’s Government to
extend the benefits of the Permanent Settlement to the district, an
account of which will be given in a separate chapter.26  The records
show that there were, in Tirhut, numerous revenue-free —jagirs and
other classes of lands, most of which dated from Mughal times. During
the thirty years from 1819, the Company’s revenue officers spared no

ains to resume revenue-free tenures on the ground of lapse on the
death of the holders, or on suspicion that many of the grants were not
gennine, thereby causing great distress to numbers of people.  Great
difficulties had to be experienced by the revenue officers in prevailing
upon the zamindars to accept the Permanent Settlement, and instances
of estates being held under Khas management were _partlcularl_v
numerous. The zamindars in general were rather litigious in character
and frequently declined settlements w_1t-h the ‘Go_vernment. It took
decades before the bulk of the estates in the district could be properly

and permanently settled.
MovEMENT OF 1857-58.

t of 1857-58 had its repercussions in Muzaffarpur.
The mmﬁllzlecﬁltbreak of 1857, there was considerable dissatisfaction
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with the existing state of affairs, as is shown by the rising of t'hﬁ
prisoners in Muzaffarpur Jail during 1855-56, when, in accordance with
a general circular, an attempt was made to deprive the prisoners of
their lotas?” and to substitute earthenware vessels in their place.?8
Owing to the fact that the brass vessel might be used for purposes other
than holding of water, e.g., in braining a magistrate or flattening the
face of a gaoler, necessary instructions were issued for taking it away.2%
In Muzaffarpur, there was a great outburst of popular indignation, and
it was described by the Magistrate as ‘‘a furious and altogether
unexpected attack on the part of the people of the town and district in
support and sympathy with the prisoners. ’80 It wag mentioned in his
report that the rioters ‘' included almost all the inhabitants of the
town, as well as a vast number of ryots, who declared that they would
not go away until the lotas were restored.””81  So great was the danger
““ of prisoners escaping, of their plundering the Treasury and pillaging
the town, before the troops which had been sent for could be brought
up, that the civil authorities deemed it expedient to pacify the insur-
gents, by restoring the lotas to the people in the gaols. 732

The political upheaval of 1857 caused considerable uneasiness among
the European planters and residents in Tirhut, and ‘‘ there was a loud
outery for protection among the European community throughout the
district, who believed that Najibs were not to be trusted and that the
Mohomedans at best would rise. *’ A large number of indigo planters
from the interior rushed to Muzaffarpur for safety, as the idea was
gaining prominence ‘‘ that a rising of troops at Dinapore might be
expected and that such rising would be accompanied by rising in this
and other districts. *’ On the 23rd June, Warris Ali, g police jamadar
of Tirhut, who claimed connection with the Delhi Royal family, was
arrested. He was found with a bundle of papers and letters which
implicated one Ali Karim of Patna district. ~The jamadar was sent w0
Major Holmes for being hanged, but the latter sent him to Dinapore
to take his trial in the Commissioner’s court; and he was hanged on the
6th July. By the first week of July steps were taken by the Company’s
Government to ‘‘ seize mutineers and deserters who were to be found
m Tirhut. ”’ Orders were issued for effectively guarding the ghats on
the Gandak and the Ganga. The landholders were instructed to give
information concerning the sepoys and to detain them in their estates,
and the European planters were to help them in their work. At the
same time promise of rewards was made for the arrest of ‘ deserters’.
‘ mutineers ’ and °‘ seditious persons ’.38

Meanwhile the news of the outbreak in the army at Dinapore and
Sagauli and the revolt of Kuar Singh of Jagdishpur caused great excite-
ment and called for protection of the immediate neighbourhood. In
September and the following months a large number of persons were
committed to the sessions courts on various charges, such as dacoity,
plunder, use of seditioug expressions, violence, etc. Punishments of
a very severe type were inflicted in these cases.3¢ The European
community with the treasure were earlier withdrawn to Patna by
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William Tayler, Commissioner of Patna Division having jurisdiction
over the Tirhut area.

In the second week of September there was an apprehension of an
attack from Gorakhpur side.  Accordingly a house was fortified at
Muzaffarpur to which Europeans could resort * in case of an unexpected
attack. >’ Stringent measures were taken by Government for the
apprehension of the rebels. ~Meanwhile many of the rebels had moved
towards the Nepal Terrai, and it was feared that they might descend
on Tirhut. On the 25th December a parwana was sent to the Comman-
der of Yeomanry Cavalry, ‘* addressed by the Mabaraja Jung Bahadur
(of Nepal) to all his soobahs and subordinates in the Terrai directing
them to give every facility and assistance ’’, to the troops, which *‘ may
cross into the Nepal territory in pursuit of the mutineers. '’ In
January, 1858, a joint attempt was made by Richardson, George Yule
and Ratan Man Singh, the Nepalese general, to capture the rebels
near Chatra in the Terrai; but they were unsuccessful. In April 1858,
there was again a fear among the Englishmen that bands of rebels were
coming towards Tirhut from Azamgarh side. The Government autho-
rities betrayed serious fear and nervousness on the occasion; and all
possible precautionary Ieasures were taken to* guard against the
danger. The danger from the Gandak side was, however, averted by
July, 1858, but in August intell}gence was received that a body of
sepoys ‘* 600 or 1,000 were coming down the stream with the intention
of landing in Chapra. '’ Accordingly the Muzaffarpur Collectorate wag
again put in a state of defence. The defensive preparations were,
however, never called into use, and Muzaffarpur remained on the whole
undisturbed.  No doubt the possibility of rebels entering was feared
as late as April, 1859. But the Magistrate finally wrote to the Com-
missioner of Circuit, Patna, on 19th April for his sanction to re-open the
Gandak for traffic.35

INDIGO MANUFACTURE.

The subsequent history of Muzaffarpur from 1858 to 1875 is
interesting from the point of view of the development of the European
indigo industry in the district. Mindon Wilson in his History of
Behar, published in 1881, has mentioned the number. of European
indigo concerns in the district, together with a short history of their
origin,  There were then about two dozen indigo factories, some of
which had formerly been sugar factories, but had later on taken to
indigo. The more important of these factories were Daudpur, Motipur,
Shahpur Patori, Belsand, Sahibganj, Kanti, Dalsing Sarai, Dholi and
Pipra, Most of these had been establisbed at the end qf the eighteenth
century or the beginning of the nineteenth. At Motipur the Dutch
had of'iginally established a sugar factory ag early as 1789.  But later
on, in 1816, it became an indigo concern under Noel and Co. The
Mokurrari patta of the Daudpur factory is dated 1798. Tpg equaliza-
tion of duties on East India and West India sugar by the British Parlia-
ment in 1836 had for a time given an impetus to the estal.)hshmen_t and
extension of European sugar plantations in Tirhut.86  Tirhut soil was
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well-suited for sugarcane cultivation. But sugar required much
greater initial outlay than indigo. Hence its manufacture was not
found so profitable as that of indigo. Accordingly, many of the
planters converted their sugar factories to indigo concerns. — Muzaftar-
pur, however, continued to be the centre of the planters’ activitieg in
North Bihar. TLater on it was chosen as the headquarters station of
the Bihar Planters’ Association. And the European planters exer-
cised tremendous power and influgnce in this part of the country down
to the early years of the present century. The Bihar Light Horse,
an ancillary volunteer corps consisting of the planters and Anglo-
Indians, was a great factor in North Bihar.36A

Tirhut was at first linked up to Bhagalpur Division. After the
Santhal revolt the district of Santhal Parganas was carved out and it
was felt that the Commissioner of Bhagalpur should be given lighter
work and also that Tirhut needed closer control.  For all this by
Gazette Natification, dated the 15th October 1856, Tirhut was trans-
ferred to the Commissionership of Patna. At that time Tirhut con-
sisted of the present Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga districts. The deci-
sion of the transfer of Tirhut from Bhagalpnr Commissionership to
Patna Commissionership was communicated in letter no. 731, dated the
15th October, 1856, by W. Grey, to the Officiating Secretary, Board*of
levenue. The Collector of Tirhut used to address the Commissioner
of Bhagalpur as his superior officer till this transfer in 1856. The
records in the archives of West Bengal Government bear this out,

Muzaffarpur was separated from Darbhanga and part of the
Begusarai subdivision with which it had been linked up, and constituted
a separate district in 1875 under the Commissionership of . FPatna.
Shortly thereafter, the Government’s attention was drawn to the
relations between the Huropean indigo planters and the rvots in Tirhut.
As early as 1867-68 there had been a strong demonstration against
indigo in North Bihar, accompanied in some instances by acts of
violence.37  The Commissioner of Patna reported that the system of
indigo cultivation then prevailing involved an amount of lawlessness
and oppression, principally in the shape of exacted agreements to
cultivate, and of seizure of plough and cattle, which could not be
tolerated. It was with a view to initiate reform in the svstem of
indigo cultivation that the Bihar Indigo Planters’ Association wag for-
mally constituted in 1877. There is no doubt that the FEuropean
planters helped a great deal in advancing the development and prosperity
of Muzaffarpur and adjoining districts.  But frictions between the
planters and the ryots continued more or less down to the end of the
nineteenth century and even afterwards.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF 1876-77.

Turning again to the old correspondence in the Record Room, we
find that a letter dated the 29th June, 1877, from C. F. Worsley,
Magistrate of Muzaffarpur, to the Commissioner of Patna Division,
furnishes the Commissioner with the General Administration Report of
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Muzaffarpur district for the year 1876-77. Muzaffarpur had three sub-
divisions, namely, Muzaffarpur, Hajipur and Sitamarhi. The district,
the report mentions, ‘* is situated between the parallels of 205 30" and
26°524" north latitude and the meridians of 84°544" and 85 5.7;5 east
longitude.  Its greatest length from north to gouth is 96 miles. It
contains a superficial area of 2,969 square miles, with 4 population of
2,188,382 souls. The population comprises 1,916,422 Hindoos,
271,445 Mussalmans, 124 Europeans and East Indians and 391 persons
of other classes. ”’

““ The principal rivers in the district were Bagmuttee, Boorgun-
duck and Bva. The principal roads were Hajipur via Muzaffarpur and
Qitamarhi to Sonbursa on the frontier, and one continuous line of
92 miles in length. Next in importance come the roads which connect
Muzaffarpur with Durbhanga and Motihari and Muzaffarpur with
Sarun via Rewaghat.®

““ In respect of soil the district could be div.id.egl into three tracts:
(1) the southern tract embracing Hajeepqre subdivision and so much of
Muzaffarpur subdivision as lies' on the right bank of ‘the Boorgupduck
river. In this tract the land is for phe most part high and slightly
undulating, and the goil, wh‘ich consigts of rich mquld anq segnd, pro-
duces most of the oprum, indl.go and tobacco grown in thg district. Of
the cultivated area two-fifths is rice land and three-fifths is under rubee.
bhadoi, and non-edible crops; (2) the central tract, }ymg between ‘the
Boorgunduck and Bagmuttee rivers, ‘where the land is low and subject
to inundation. In this tract the soil consists of allu'vxal‘ matter mixed
with rich mould; of the cultivated area three-fifths is rice land and
two-fifthe is under mixed crops; (3) the northern @ract between the
Bagmuttee river and the frontier, Whege the country is low and in many

laces marshy. In this tract the soil consists of sand and clay with
an admixture of iron.  Of the cultivated area three-fifths is rice land
and two-fifths is under mixed crops. ™’

On the average the total rainfall during the year was 47.35 inches.
The highest rainfgall was in August, recorded 18.44 inches, while in

September it was 12.59 inches.

Regarding the material condition of the people, it was observed
that for the most part the condition was poor, partly by reason of
over-population and conseq}zent low wages, and' partly_ through the
prevalence of the thikadari system and the insufficient protection
which the rent-law afforded to the ryots. The supply of labour was
much greater than the demand and the natgral consequences of this

1d only be mitigated by emigration on a large scale, or

e of things cou on ¢ |
g?t:e;fpor;ri emigrations to thinly peopled districts at times of

harvest.
1 1 i t of the
he wages of field labourers remained stationary In respect ¢
incre'gs:d v;a.gilitzies of travelling afforded by the Tirhut State Railway.

*The spellings of the names have been retained.
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It was between 1 anna and

Emigration continued to be
unknown.

13 anna per diem’ to able-bodied labourers.
abnormal, and Immigration was quite

The chief manufactures were indi
The extent of indigo cultivation in this district was 74,719 bighas of
which 43,202 bighas were cultivated ag zerat, 26,901 under the
asamiwar, and 4,616 under the khusgi systems. Besides indigo, the
manufacture of saltpetre was important in the district, and it had
increased during the last two years. Saltpetre business was very
profitable to the refiners, but not so to the Nooniahg or manufactures of
tne crude article.  Crop cultivation was very popular.  Some tobacco
was grown in each of three subdivisions.

There was a movement known as Moonshee
Movement for reducing marriage e
Kayasths,

The report dealt on the good effects of the division of Tirhut in
January, 1875, which made possible increased supervision and intimate

knowledge on the part of the district officers, and materially strengthen.
ed the general administration.

go, saltpetre, opium and tobacco.

Pearee Lall's
xpenditure particularly amongst the

CRIMES AND JUSTICE.

There was a great expansion of the police outpost system n
controlling crimes.  The prevailing crimes in the district were thefts
and burglaries.  There was a continued reduction of hurglaries.  The
bad characters of the district were kept under strong control.  Civil
justice was administered by the Civil Judges.  The Judgeg were
highly respected for their abilities and were assisted by pleaders.

The relations between the landlords and tenants were, by mno
means, cordial especially so far as indigo cultivation wag concerned.
Indigo was grown under either zerat or asami-war khusgi.  Under the
zerat system the planter used to take a terminable lease of
rights and employ the powers hired from the zamindar for t
of confiscating ryots’ tenures and converting them into zerat lands.
Under the asami-war svstem, which was an offshoot of the zerat
system, the ryots of an estate which had been leased to a facto , 1n
whole or part, were required to execute agreements for the cultivation
of indigo throughout three-twentieths of their lands in terms of lease.
The khusgi system was the voluntary cultivation of indigo by ryots in
villages over which the planter did not exercise proprietary authority,

The report mentions that the indigo cultivators had quiet behaviour.
Stringent were the terms of the contract under W.hlch a ryot was hound
by one of the best factories of the district to cultivate indigo.

Meanwhile, the introduction of the German synthetic de.into the
market at the end of the century led to an unusual drop in indigo culti-
vation. However, the Indigo Planters’ Association was reconstituted
In 1905 and was christened as the Bihar Planters’ Association. The
outbreak of the First World War in 1914 led to a revival of the demand

proprietary
he purpose
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ies 1 ffarpur and

ian indigo; and some of the factongs in Muza ]
i Ind;::n mveixgigl,l :;md s:mbandoned indigo'cu!twatlon_, st'arted 1t;‘;hafres};é
Cllllampwas soon a great agitation against indigo cultivation O?} ?lhpato
Ef :flz Champaran ryots which evelﬁtually brogghltgi\/’;agggmﬁis lalmlrllo fﬁlciz;,l
.* His visit and stay in Champaran in :
tllnle uf}eldinto the relations between the planters and _tbe {yots,'gag :ﬁgg
3 . rgy ercussiong in Muzaffarpur. Mahatma Gandhi also pal , short
-m?t tc})) Muzaffarpur.  His demand at last compelled 'Goverr;m. di °
;;ffl)oiﬁt a Commission to enquire into the w%;(l)nleth que;t(;gtnofotheu(lj d 1%1 .
ivation in Champaran. In accordancz_a wi he re ) :
fxllli];;;‘i,(i?oznmAgraria{)l Act was passgd which _abohsbed the Tinkathia

system 38 then prevailing in the indigo factorles,

Boms CaseE oF 1908.

t the beginning
t notable event of Muzaffarpur a _
f tlf)erllriginzhgeﬁgf’y was the Bomb case of 1908. Khudlramove]?o:g
ond Profulla Chandra Chaki, two Bengali young ford. the Distrit
a\II]uza,ffaurpur with the object of murder}rltg %\h(.ny(l}I;lg:uztra’ red ordered
] Chief Presidency Magistrate ¢ Band
JUdge’bthé aiij)ung Bengalis to be flogged for smgmgdthe Cha],?tagll'jf
Mataram * a,yna,tional song in a novel of Bankim Chandra e
a{[}?‘g::az}ere’ the days when the revolutlonagr ﬂéoveﬁlintalai awaé con-
. 1, and the singing Of, “ ande Matar . P

e anitions i the eyes of the British authorities. Kbndiam 8%
1 in a local hotel, and one day threw
Prafutl}%: Sgiigp:eina c(l)ub. The carriage, which was 'sup?osgdwitﬁ tltn):
Iltzar Kiﬁ sford’s had occupants other than Mr. fi{mglsltzll.‘ of a local

- thgt Mrs. and Miss Kennedy, the wife and daughter 1l over
r 1 v ere killed. The incident sent a thrill of consternaltilon :;1 Srer
the pr ,';;Vce Prafulla was caught by a police officer at Mo %?ﬁl' Rail.
the provi N - nself dead. Khudiram, too, wag arrested near ki i
and shot hi tried and hanged. The episode created a sensation aid
ey Statml}, nd Bihar. The execution cf the nineteen-year o
(gﬁrd]iiz?fa w?lo confessed his guilt in the dock,t Gg«a n hﬁi;;g:g;i

w : : door to door.

h was sung from

?Inlngthsé gi'zlsléi:reghllichudiram’s Elemol'}" by a tablet and a statue near
a(l))zut the place where the bomb wag thrown.

PoriricA. MOVEMENTS.

ivisi in 1907 as Patna division was
The Tirhlll)t %;xgs;%r;i:}gyl?eennggtsg this as mentione_d befﬁre %Tﬁ
consl_dered i n were administered from Bhagalpur in the e
of Lirhuut dmzlo dministrative details went on mult_lplylng and 1&1 1
o B(lllon?missionership for Tirhut comprlsungd Muzaffarpur.
ali)sfl?}?:gtgi Champaran and Saran districts were created.
a ?

oifior movement by i “agai indi “ul“tivation
Ther " earli the cultivators sgsinst indigo ¢ o
gt esrl(l:;r leigzv:;::z t:l?i'sd:rict in 1907-08. Please see Gandhiji's
n

i ish subdivision '
1I"nir;liefgttlruggle in India by P. C. Roy Chaudbury
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Muzaffarpur continued to be centre of revolutionary activity after
1908.  Some of the local young men, mostly Bengalis, were actively
associated with it and carried on secret correspondence with the revolu-
tionary party of Bengal. The police were constantly after them.
When, however, the Non-co-operation Movement was launched in
1920-21, they mostly threw in their lot with the leaders and supporters
of this movement. During the Non-co-operation Movement, and later
on during the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930-31, the district
responded widely to the call of Mahatma Gandhi. Indeed it soon
Lecame the most prominent area of Congress activities in North Bihar.
During the August Movement in 1942, the district was in full fury. In
the town the movement wag sponsored mostly by students. but in rural
areas the masses spontaneously rose. ~For days together communica.
tions were dislocated, railway wagons looted and station buildings
damaged by fire. At Sitamarhi, the infuriated mob killed a magistrate.
and at Hajipur and several other placeg the situation went out of
control. At last the movement was stifled with the aid of military
forces.  Many of the participants were sent to jail after trial. and
heavy punitive fines were imposed on rural areas. But the people had
shaken off the fear of the gun and had realised the tremendous power
they could wield if only they united. 1In the story of the freedom
movement in Bihar, the contribution of this district is indeed very
great.  The Congress is now the largest political party in this district.

EARTHQUAKE, 1934.

The greatest natural calamity which befell Muzaffarpur during the
first half of the present century was the earthquake of 1934. While
some of the other districts of Bihar, such as Monghyr, Champaran.
Patna and Darbhanga, were badly affected by it, perhaps the heaviest
casualties took place in this district. =~ The earthquake was, however,
In a sense a blessing in disguise for Muzaffarpur town, because it made
a clean sweep of unhygienic congestion and helped the building up of a
cleaner and healthier town. Details of the earthquake will be found in
a different chapter,

The two decades or so following the great earthquake of 1934 and
particularly the Post-Independence period (from 1947 onwards) have
witnessed considerable improvement and progress in the district in
several respects.  Education has made rapid strides. Apart from the
great progress of primary and secondary education in the district,
Muzaffarpur town has become practically the nucleus of a future um-
versity, with two Arts colleges (one with Post-graduate teaching), a
Girls’ college, a Taw college and an Engineering college.  Technical
and industrial education hag received considerable attention. At the
same time there has been a revival of antiquarian studies and an
archaeological museum has been established at Basarh (old Vaisali),
communications have improved though much remains to he done in this
field. The importance of Muzaffarpur has increased of late on account
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of the fact that it has become the regional headquarters of N. E. Rail-
ways. It will increase further after the Kosi and Gandak projects and
the Mokamah Bridge are completed.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS.

The earliest archaeological remains so far recovered from the
district is a pillar of Asoka (C. 269 to 236 B. C.) inside a private house
at Kolhua, a village 24 miles south-west of Muzaffarpur and two miles
to the north-west of a more well known village, Banya Basarh,

As0kA PILLAR AT KOLHUA.

The pillar is situated on the southern part of a large mound 6 to
8 feet high above the neighbouring fields. ~ The pillar consists of 2
monolith of highly polished sandstone surmounted by a capital on which
is a life-size figure of a single lion facing the north. The shaft is 21 feet
9 inches above the present ground level; the rgmair}ing portion  has
gone underground as a result of the accumulation of debris round 1t.
The diameter of the tapering shaft was noted by Cunningham as 38.7
inches at the top and 49.8 inches at the water level where he had dug
around the pillar to a depth of a further 14 feet and was still unable
to reach its base. The capital of the pillar is usual bell shaped, 2 feet
10 inches in height, on which stands a plain abacus to serve as the
pedestal of a lion, 4 feet 6 inches in height. ~ Below the conventional
lotus decorating the bell are a bead and reel design and a fine cable
ornament.  Above it a heavy cable necking divides the bell from the
abacus. There are two steps in the abacus itself; the lower one is
smaller than the upper.

The lion of Basarh-Baskhira pillar (the name Baskhira, an adjoin-
ing village of Kolhua was used by Mr. Stephenson who first attracted
the notice of the scholarly world to the Mauryan column in 1835, and
since then the name has assumed a certain degree of p(_)pulant.y) is
seated on its hind legs with his mouth open as if snarling and its
tongue slightly protruding. Though perfectly preserved, artistically
the lion is comparatively somewhat crude in execution.

The Kolhua pillar does not bear any inscription of Asoka and if is
not possible to assign 1t to any particular year of Asoka’s reign. But
from the form of the lion cap not yet fully Qeveloped, the heam'ness of
the shaft and the position of the abacus which has yet mo integral
relation with the ball capital 1t can be inferred that it was one of the
earliest of Asokan columns,

STouPA-MOUND AT KOLHUA.

About 60 feet to the north of the Kolhua pillar, there lies an ancient
Stupa-mound about 15 feet high. It has a diameter of about 65 feet at
the bottom with an old tank called Ramkund 1_1earby. Attempts have
been made on the basis of Hiuen Tsar}g’s ewdenc? t}lat hef? was a
stupa built by Asoka and the old tank is of Bgddha 8 time. To the
north-west (of Vaisali), ”’ says Hiuen Tsang, ‘‘ there was a stupa built

1 8 Rev.
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by Asoka, and a stone pillar, 50 or 60 feet in height, crowned by a lion.
To the south of the pillar there was a tank, which had been dug for the
use of Buddha, when he dwelt in this place. At a short distance
to the west of the tank there was a second stupa, on the spot where the
monkeys had offered honey to Buddha. At the north-west corner of
the tank, there wag a statute of a monkey. ”” (Walters on Hiuen Tsang,
II, pp. 65-66.) While the suggestion that the ruined stupa is of Asokan
date cannot be totally rejected, there is no positive evidence that
supports the claim.  As for the position of the monkey tank, it is
interesting to note that Fa-Hien who mentions the Great Wood and its
two storey monastery in his list of the sights of Vaisali, says nothing
about the monkey tank at its side.

The only other sculptural object of archaeological interest recovered
from the district of Muzaffarpur which probably bears a Mauryan date
1s the fragment of a capital of Chunar sand-stone with Mauryan polish
which was found at the village of Salempur. The piece consistg of
four semi-bulls seated back to back on a plain square abacus, the
animals themselves being superimposed by a square block decorated with
honey-suckle ornaments.  (The antiquity is now housed in the Patna
Museum.)

BasarHE MOUND.

The present village of Basarh, situated in 25°59" North and 85°8
Kast and at a distance of 20 miles north-west from Hajipur, has been
identified, on the basis of literarv evidence, as the ancient city of
Vaisali, the capital of the oligarchical Tiichchavis of North Bihar. Vaisali
is intimately connected with the life and achievements of the Buddha
and Mahavira. The imposing brick covered mound of Basarh
(locally known as Raja Vaisal Ki Garh), somewhat oblong in shape,
measures 1,700 feet long from north to south and 800 feet from east
to west.  With round towers at the four corners, the mound, once
probably a fort, is surrounded by a ditch, about 125 feet broad. The
interior of the mound has a general elevation of 6 to 8 feet above the
surrounding country. The only building within the area of the mound
is a modern brick temple,

Explorations started since the days of Cunningham followed by
excavations carried on by the Department of Archaeology, Government
of India, in the years 1903-4 and 1913-14, however, have not been able
to unearth from the site any relic of the age of the Buddha and
Mahavira. Though structural remains excavated, belonging to two or
three periods are poor and fragmentary, the mound is rich in antiquities.
The earliest phase is indicated by punch-marked and cast copper coins
followed by a stone matrix in which occurs the name of an individual
““ Srijatarshasa *’, in Mauryan Brahmi character.  Another seal
which has as its device a Kalasa with one flower and two tiny crescents
to left and right contains a three line legend written in Brahmi charac-
ter of the Mauryan period and runs as ‘‘ Vesali Anusamyanaka
Takare "’. But the most important finds from Vaisali are a large
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number of seals of the Gupta period (about the end of the 4th century
A. D.). They were originally attached to documents and some of
them belonged to officials of Gupta kings and some to private persons,
mostly bankers and traders, many of whom were memberg of mercantile
guilds. Two of the seals contan the name °‘ Tirabhukti’’. the
ancient appellation of Tirhut. Besides, the Basarh mound has yielded
a large number of terracotta figures, decorated stone tablets, pottery
and metal pieces, The site was occupied even in the Muslim period as
1s evidenced from the find of Alauddin Khalji's silver coin and copper
coin of Ibrahim Shah Sultan. Most of the finds have been kept in
Patna Museum and some are in a small Museum at Vaisali itself.

A SecoNp MounD.

About 300 yards south-west of the main mound, there is another
mound of solid bricks, 23 feet 8 inches in height above the fields. The
top has been levelled to receive comparatively later Muslim tombs, the
largest and most important of which is known as Miranji Ki Dargah but
really contains the relics of a well known saint of this country named
Shaikh Muhammad Qazin who died in 1495 A. D,  There is no doubt
that this mound is a much earlier one, but about even its approximate
age nothing definite can be said at present. It is not unlikely to be
of the same age as the bigger mound by its side.

With the disappearance of the rich mercantile community of
Tirabhukti, this area ceased to be a political unit of any decisive impor-
tance. The Pala Kings were more interested in the central and
southern regions of Bihar. The archaeological remains of the post-
Gupta period are scanty and poor. A few Buddhist and Brahminical
images at Deokali, Jauri-dih and Bagarh (found in a temple known as
Bavan Pokhar Ka Mandir) belonging to the 9th and 10th centuries
A. D. and a ruined Buddhist temple at Hajipur, probably of the same
chronological horizon are all that the district has inherited from the
Palas in the form of archaeological remains.

The Hajipur subdivision of the district abounds in Muslim remains,
mostly of a comparatively modern date. The town of Hajipur was
founded by Sham-suddin Ilyas Shah Haji, an independent King of
Bengal (1345-—58 A, D.). His tomb is situated close to the Gandak
bridge, on a raised and enclosed platform. A notable monument of
the town of a somewhat early date is the Jama Masjid built by Mokhsus
Khan, a brother of Said Khan Chaghta, who was twice the Governor
of Bihar in the time of Akbar. This mosque as the Hindi chronogram
denotes was erected in 995 A. H., i.e., 1587 A. D. The front verandah
of the mosque measures 89” 6” by 26’. The wall of the prayer chamber
js 7 3" thick. The mosque is an imposing building with three domes.
Tt has a big prayer hall divided into three compartments supported
by vaulted arches and lateral walls. ‘
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CHAPTER XIII.
NATURAL CALAMITIES.

Froobs.

The district of Muzaffarpur, as has been described before, is
watered by three great rivers, the Gandak, the Burhi Gandak and the
Baghmati, as well as by a number of streams running diagonally across
it from north-west to south-east and connecting with its boundary
rivers. On the west, separating Muzaffarpur from Saran and joining
the Ganga at Hajipur, is the snow-fed Gandak, which issues from the
mountains in Nepal. Next to the east is the Burhi Gandak, which rises
from a chaur in Champaran district near Someshwar and receives on
its left bank numerous streams of various sizes before it enters the
district of Muzaffarpur.  Further east, the Baghmati, rising near
Kathmandu at an elevation of 4,750 feet, pierces the line of the Nepal
hills, and after entering British territory near Dheng railway station
flows between Muzaffarpur and Champaran, and then deflects abruptly
to the south-east through the district. In this portion of their course
the rivers assume a deltaic character, as their beds, raised by the silt
they bring down, are elevated above the level of the surrounding
country; and it will thus be understood that a sudden heavy fall of rain
over the northern portion of Tirhut, the Nepal tarai and the range of
hills to the north of it, some 150 miles in length, may easily cause these
narrow drainage channels to overflow their banks. When this happens
an inundation inevitably follows, and the lower down one goes, the
more 1is the evil aggravated by the converging of the streams towards
the same point, and by the net work of private bandhs or embankments
that have been made year after year for the protection of the villages
along their banks. Not only do they make matters worse for the
villages lower down the stream, but in the end, when the floods have
asserted themselves and spread over the country, they hedge them in
and delay their subsidence, Owing to this combination of circum-
stances, the district has always been subject to severe and widespread
inundations, which cause a great deal of temporary suffering, though
on the other hand they do much good by fertilizing the soil and increas-
ing its productive powers.

This district is subject to heavy floods and recorded history shows
that there were floods in 1785, 1787, 1788 and 1793 in the 18th century.
In the 19th century there were heavy floods in 1806, 1867, 1871, 1883,
1893, 1896 and 1898, The want of records for there being no floods
from 1806 to 1867 should not be taken to mean that this period of more
than half a century was comparatively free from flood. It will mean
that records for any major floods are not available for that period, In
the 20th century we have records for more or less heavy floods in 1902,
1906 and 1910. There were annual floods every year from 1916 to
1919. There was another high flood in 1928 followed by very heavy
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floods in 1944, 1950, 1952 and 1958. The ﬂoo‘d in 1953 was very
severe in almost all the rivers in North. Bihar. There was an
investigation into the problem of the flood in 1953 which will be

referred to later.

The physiography of the district is such that a heavy flood affects
the bulk of the district. The pockets which are more or less severely
affected are particularly Seohar in Sitamarhi subdivision and Mahua and
Lalgunj thanas in Hajipur subdivision. The northern half of Sadar

subdivision is more liable to floods.

Tloods have caused great devastation to the district from time 10
time. In 1788 the flood damaged winter crop of practically the whole
district and the effects of the calamities were felt for g number of years.
In 1793 the town of Muzaffarpur together with a few parganas near-
about were under water. The flood in 1867, 1t 18 recorded, had
destroyed the crops of about 15,000 bighas and damaged 1,500 houses
on the right bank of Burhi Gandak also called the Lattle Gan(,llak. The
flood in 1871 was peculiar in nature. — There was a fall of 19" of rain
in 36 hours which was followed by a flood n which the greater part of
Muzaffarpur town was submerged.  About 300 houses were entirely
destroyed and a very large number of houses were damaged. - The
water did not subside for a number of days. The high flood 1n 1883
would have caused more devastation but for the reconstruction of an
embankment in 1874. The area most affected was the country along
both the banks of Baghmati and the Little Gandak. M_uzaffarpur town
again suffered severely. In 1893 the district was visited by not less
than three distinct floods, one after another answering to the heavy fall of
rains in July, August and September, causing Immense damage to
crops, houses and roads. A large area of about 800 to 900 square miles
was submerged. Most of the bhadai and rice crops were lost and over
12,000 houses had collapsed. The flood of 1898 was also due io
excessive rain and the Little Gandak overtopped the Turki embank-
ment. Thousands of houses were swept down and the number of
deaths from drowning reported by the people was 249.

The floods in the 20th century have beenfof a severed type. t.In
avv flood caused great devastation of crops and properties
ilr?é)l?ld?ngeli‘;}e’zstock. It Wgsr reported that altogether about 40,000
houses were damaged or swept away. The town of Sitamarhi had
suffered very badly. In 1906 the height of the water registered at
Muzaffarpur was a foot higher than in the flood in September, 1898.
About half the area of the district was affected and the damage
to crops and ‘properties was very considerable,

The rainfall in 1910 was almost continuous and this led to high
flood which damaged the bhadai crop. The almost annual floods from
1916 to 1919 were of same type and caused a good deal of damage to

paddy.
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Froop v 1958.

The floods of Muzaffarpur district in 1953 were rather alarming and
the Waterways Division had made a detailed study of the floods. A
recital of the salient features will be useful.  All the rivers of the
district, namely, Baghmati, Purani Dhar, Lakhandeyi, Burhi Gandak,
the Adhwara system of riverg consisting of the rivers Adhwara, Jamura,
Sikao, Burhnad, the rivers Singhi Marha, Rato series besides the rivers
Baya, Fardo, Kedane, Gangata, Ghaghara and the Gandak had risen
in floods.  Fortunately the level of the river Ganga did not rise
exceptionally high and there was not much of inundation of the ares
which a high flood of the river Ganga could have effected.

Baghmati.

The heavy flood in Baghmati river affected the area comprising
many of the villages of Seohar and Belsand police-stations, The cause
of the flood was a heavy rainfall in Nepal territory and all over its
catchment area.  The catchment area f{from its origin up to
the Dheng bridge in Sitamarhi subdivision is 1,430 square
miles and has an approximate length of 91 miles and practically the
whole of this area lies in the hilly parts of Nepal territory.

The river Baghmati has a net work of spill channels at various
places.  The high floods further developed these spill channels and
caused inundation of hitherto unaffected parts. For example, the
discharge through the spill channels called the Sugia Paradesia spill
channels inundated a part of the Champaran district and joining tha
Bakua Nala, the bulk of the discharge passed on to the area lying in
Minapore thana and caused a havoc.  All the standing crops  were
washed away and a large number of houses collapsed in this area which
forms almost a doub between the Baghmati and Burhi Gandak rivers.
The inundation of this area was further aggravated by the Burhi
Gandak flood spill from the south, joining that of the Baghmati from
north and a large part of Minapore thana wag almost converted into a
vast sheet of water. This water found its way up to Muzaffarpur-
Sitamarhj road on east and to Jhandaha in the 7th mile of Muzafiar-
pur-Sitamarhi road on the north causing damages to them,

Similar results took place at various other sections. Many of the
channels could not cope with the abnormal discharge and water had
spilled causing inundation of the areas lying on both its banks. The
area lying on the west of Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi road from the 19th
to 21st miles was converted into a vast sheet of water. On the east
of Muzaffarpur-Jhandaha road the Bharthua chaur area got expanded
due to sbnormal discharge coming into the chaur and had submerged
areas extending up to Katra. The roads that had been affected by
the spill of the river Baghmati are Seohar-Sisall road, Sisaula-Msjor-
gunj road, Madhubani road and Seohar-Belsand road,

The area through which Baghmati flows is the most fertile part of
the country and practically every acre of land is cultivated. The fertility
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of this area is renewed by the visitation of floods depositing alluvial
silt brought from the hills. Flood is almost a necessary evil and this-
part of the country cannot do without flood. As a matter of fact
observation stretched over a number of years has shown that the area
which is deprived of the Baghmati spill begins losing the fertility of its
soil.  lhe area which remains in constant touch of the Baghmati spill
or a new area which is visited by flood retains fertility of the soil.

The enquiry after 1953 flood of Baghmati suggested that the
country through which the Baghmati flows is still largely in its infancy
so far as the land operations are concerned. On one side the main
source of the troubles is the shifting nature of turbulent Baghmati
which has been oscillating its course causing devastations in the area,
while on its creative side its land building operationg are of immense
value. The problem is not to prevent floods altogether but to give the
excess water an easy run off supplemented by providing necessary

irrigation facilities,

The investigations indicated that the permanent solution of the
problems could only be effected by the training of the Baghmati river
which solntion in its term suggests a Multipurpose Dam Project.  This
is, however, a very long term suggestion and certain interim schemes
were approved.  The schemes were—

(a) the banking of the river together with suitable sluices
provided in the embankments in the zone in which its
flood mischiefs are heavy;

(b) canalisation of the river through its various spill channels
for irrigation in the areas requiring it by providing weirs
above Dheng Railway bridge and construction of Baghmati
canal; and

(¢) controlling of a number of other spill channels by making
easy drainage.

Puyranidhar river.

This river also spilled its bank and caused damage due to the heavy
rainfall in the catchment and flood in the Baghmati river. Usuallv
this river is in high flood simultaneously with Baghmati river because of
the Baghmati above Dheng bridge passes through its dhar, The
important means of communication affected were the Majorgunj road.
Belsand road and Sisawla road.

Lakhandeyi river.

The river was in high spate in the month of July, 1958 and had
spilled.  There were also breaches in some of the bandhs. The spill
of the river from Sitamarhi to Nepal border was caused by overtopping
of the left bank of the river and the spill passing through low lunds
joining the flood of the Adhwara system of the river.



170 MUZAFFARPUR.

The cause of the flood was the heavy rainfall in the basin of Nepal
territory and all over its catchment areas. The catchment area of the
river from its origin up to the railway bridge at Sitamarhi is 246 square
miles and the maximum length of the area is 49 miles,

This river is an excellent water course for drainage and irrigation
purpose and passes through a very rich rice growing area. But due to
the great Bihar Earthquake of 1934 its bed had upheaved and sections
narrowed due to which the drainage of the country was badly impeded
causing damage to crop. The water stagnated and brought in its
chain IMalaria epidemic to the area lying along its course. A scheme
for tlie improvement of the river was evolved and has since been carried
out due to which the drainage of the country has been improved and the
incidence of Malaria has abated.

Sc far as the spill of the Baghmati river is concerned the matter
requires closer investigation. It is appreciated that. the training of
river Baghmati will be required to avoid serious flood in the river. For
the present a scheme for constructing a regulator across the Lakhandeyi
river at Rajkhand has been prepared for irrigation purposes and 1f
executed it is expected to irrigate 15,000 acres of land. It is also
realised that there should be more regulators and parallel marginal

embankments with a large number of sluices to ensure quick dispersal
of flood water.

Burhi Gandak river.

The marginal embankments of this river on the right bank above
Muzaffarpur are known as Kanti bandh along with several private
bandhs, viz., Bishunpur bandh, Motipur bandh, Kharika bandh and
Kalua bandh. The beds of the rivers Fardo and Kedane that carry the
spill of Burhi Gandak upheaved and sections narrowed caused by the
great Bihar Earthquake of 1934 and they could not drain out the spill
discharge of Baghmati. As a result there was an appreciable spill over
their banks and a large part of the area of Kurhani police-station was
damaged and submerged.

The left bank spill of the Burhi Gandak above Atharghat and
below Akharaghat had caused inundation of the area lying on the east
of Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi road up to the 14th mile.  Several other
bandhs had breached causing inundation.

The right bank spill of the Burhi Gandak below Akharaghat had
caused severe inundation of the area. The Muzaffarpur-Pusa road was
overtopped in the 4th, 7th and 14th miles. Other bandhs of this river,

"namely, Mirapur bandh, Dholi bandh, etc., had also breached.

The investigations that followed indicated that the rivers Fardo
and Kedane which used to serve as drainage channels of the Burhi
Gandak spill in a large part of Sadar, Paru, Mahua and Patepur police-
stations, were rendered largely ineffective due to their beds being
upheaved and sections narrowed during the great Bihar Earthquake of
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1934 and hence quick drainage is impeded. Resectioning and desilting
of these rivers are indicated to restore the lost drainage links. A
scheme for this was taken up.  Another remedial measure sugges'.ted
was that there should be proper marginal embankments along the river
Burhi Gandak but it was realised that the marginal embankments should
be placed at the proper points and constructed properly.

Adhwarg rivers.

The Adhwara system of rivers consisting of rivers Adhwara, Jamura,
Sikao, Burhnad had been in high spate in 1958. The cause of the

“flood was heavy rainfall and the spill channels could not carry the full

discharge of the Adhwara system of rivers. The floods of this group
of rivers damaged the Sitamarhi-Pupri, Runisaidpur-Pupri and Pupri-
Darbhanga roads.

It was held that the old course of the Adhwara river has to be
desilted so that it may flow as she used to do before the Earthquake in
1984. At present due to change in the course of this river a great deal
of flooding occurs in Jamura and Sikao near Bajpatti while the area
along the old course remains dry for want of any flow and is in perpetual
need of irrigation. The railway embankment from Bajpatti to Pupri
also obstructs the flood water going to the south of the railway embank-
ment. The water level on the north near Bajpatti rose up to rail level,
overtopped at places causing suspension of trains for a few days. It
was felt that there should be more openings in the rallway embankment
at suitable places to relieve flooding.  This is almost a general popular
demand throughout North Bihar that there should be more culverts.

The high floods in the rivers Baya, Fardo and Kedane were due to
the beds of the river having been upheaved and sectiong narrowed due
to the great Bihar Earthquake of 1934, and the extra water could not
drain off easily. The beds have to be desilted and widened to ensure
quick drainage of the country and some work to this effect has been done
for river Baya. There have also to be regulators at suitable areas. It
is expected that with the proper resectioning of these rivers a number
of chaurs in the district that remain waterlogged and thrown out of
cultivation would be rendered fit for cultivation. Separate schemes for
the drainage of a few chaurs lving in thig belt notably the Raksg tal,
Maniari chaur, Rupnarainpur chaur, Paharpur chaur and Baraila chaur
have been sanctioned and are in the course of execution.

The river Ganga.

The river Ganga did not rise exceptionally high in 1953, and there
was not much of inundation. But several bandhs lying to the left
bank of the river were hard pressed and had to be constantly watched
to prevent breaches. An ares comprising roughly of 21 square miles
on the north of Mahnar road consisting of culturable lands had been
saved from inundation by the construction of Bansidhar-ka-bandh and
it is held that this bandh has to be extended to make the entire area
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immune from flood. Mahnar road also obstructs the free play of the
Ganga spill and additional waterways appear to be necessary.

A continuous embankment from Hajipur to Bajidpur embankment
in Darbhanga district has also been suggested as necessary for control-
ling the flooding from the Ganga.

Gangata and Ghaghara rivers.

The flood in the rivers Gangata and Ghaghara was due to the same
feature of the beds of the river having upheaved and sections narrowed
due to great Bihar Earthquake of 1934. The excess water could not
be drained off. These rivers have to be resectioned and regraded and
further interlinked with suitable drainage channels from Malmala and
Belwari series of chaurs. A scheme is being investigated by the
Muzaffarpur Waterways Division,

River Gandak.

The embankment on the left bank of the river Gandak has a total
length of 52 miles 400 feet and except for a gap of about 300 feet length
in Deosar village in the 4th mile it is continuous throughout and
motorable in all seasons.  This gap is due to collapse of a sluice in
1918 but due to the country being high, flood water does not enter
through the gap.  There are 25 numbens of sluices in the embankment
which are both used for drainage and irrigation, Apart from the main
embankment, there are three numbers of retired lines—

(1) Fatehabad retired line in the 19th mile.
(2) Kukuria retired line in the 28th-29th mile.
(3) Alahdadpur retired line in the 32nd-33rd mile.

In 1953 there was the erosion of the marginal land due to formation
of a big diara in the river. The embankment wag breached and a

small bandh was constructed to resume communication along the old
embankment.

It was realised that the old embankment should be protected by the
construction of a few spurs and bank pilings, repair of an existing spur
and bank pilings and construction of new retired lines and triangalar
spurs where necessary,

The floods of 1953 are an important land-mark in the district as
they were investigated and remedial measures were suggested, The

effects could be better appreciated in the light of the observationg in the
last District Gazetteer as follows :—

* Ag a rule, though considerable distress and great loss of property
are caused by such calamities, these evil effects are of a
transitory nature. The chief loss which the cultivators
sustain from a flood is the destruction of their cattle, and
they are soon recompensed for the loss of their crops by a
second crop of exceptional abundance grown on the land
fertilized by the silt left by the receding water. Thes:
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floods are primarily due not to a heavy downpour of rain
in the district itself, but to excessive rain in the catchment
basins in Champaran and Nepal. The volume of the
floods and their destructivenesg are no doubt increased by
the local rainfall, but as they come in August or September,
when the paddy lands require water, and the uplands
that stock of moisture on which the spring crops depend,
their damage is restricted and their benefits are widespread.
As paddy too is the only crop the loss of which causes
famine, it follows that inundations, implying as they do
a heavy downfall in the months when paddy crops require
it, never accompany famine, though they often precede
or succeed it at short intervals. Flood and famine have
indeed been strangely associated with one another chrono-
logically in Muzaffarpur. In 1785 there was a famine; in
1788 flood; in 1866 there was scarcity; in 1867 flood; in
1871 there was flood; in 1873 famine; in 1884 there was
flood; in 1885 scarcity: in 1897 there was famine; and in
1898 flood.

O’Malley’s remarks that the evil effects of the floods are of a
transitory nature cannot be said to be very correct now. ~The northern
part of the district comprising of the Sitamarhi subdivision and part of
Qadar subdivision is liable to heavy flooding caused by the Burhi
Gandak, which runs almost through the middle of the district, the
Baghmati, which with its tributary the Lal Bakeya forms part of the
western boundary of the district, the Liakhandeyi, the Sikao group, and
the Rato group of rivers. These rivers except the Burhi Gandak as
mentioned before run from north-west to south-east and traverse the
area almost diagonally.  There are large areas of swamps between
these streams which represent areas which were not built up before the
streams swung to another channel due to natural causes or obstruction
by human agency.

All 'these rivers have sustained serious changes affecting their
sections and grades caused by the earthquake of 1934.  Steep banks of
the rivers sank several feet below ground and crumble@ towards the bed
causing upheaval in certain lengths and thereby impeding the normal or
patural flow. The beds of many of the chaurs or marshes in the district
were upheaved by enormous quantity of sand coming frqm bqnea,tAh the
earth’s crust through cracks and fissures while the .dwelhngs in villages
and towns cracked and settled below grou_nd. During the flood season
immediately after the earthquake the flooding of the. homesteads wasg
very acute due to the upheaval of the beds of the rivers and channels.
These are some of the reasons why the effects of a large-scale flood now

are not of a temporary character.
EMBANEMENTS.

The construction of protective embankments Was.considered eésenf
tial as the rivers of the district had caused a great distress. O'Malley
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had observed that the construction of protective embankment was one
of the boons conferred on the district by British rule. There is a
distinet school which does not believe in embankments as giving a
proper protection. In any case the embankments have got to be kept
in constant repairs and the sudden formation of channels or dhars is a

peculiar behaviour of the rivers in North Bihar and hag shown that
the embankments are not always quite s boon,

Gandak embankment.

Attention appears to have been first drawn to the unprotected
state of the southern portion of the district by the flood of the Gandak
in 1801, when an embankment was constructed extending from the
confluence of the river Baya to Harauli, six miles from Hajipur. This
embankment does not appear to have been properly constructed and
1t used to be repeatedly breached leading to immense damage. The
Tirhut and Gandak embankments now form a continuous line along
the northern bank of the Gandak extending from the head of the Baya
river near Karnaul to the confluence of the Gandak and the Ganga

near Hajipur, 52 miles in length and protect an area of 1,250 square
miles.

Turki embankment.

The Turki embankment along the Baghmati was first constructed
in 1810 by the Manager of the Kanti Indigo Factory to safeguard the
indigo cultivation of that concern and for more than half a century
the embankment was maintained by the Indigo Factory. In 1875
it wag taken over by the Government. 'This embankment extends for
26 miles along the southern bank of the Baghmati and gives protection

to an area of 11} square miles in the doab between that river and the
Little Gandak.

Daitdpur embankment.

Another embankment is the Daudpur embankment near the
Sikandarpur maidan at Muzaffarpur. This embankment was constructed
in order to check the encroachment of the Little Gandak and to
protect Muzaffarpur from flood. The railway embankment on one
side, and the Sitamarhi road on the other, both aided by the private
embankments, drive the full force of water down on to Muzaffarpur
town. The embankment is thus required to protect it from inunda-

tion. It extends over 3,250 feet and the retired lines over 2,400 feet
and the area protected ig 24 square miles.

New embankments.

Some other embankments were taken up during the years 1954-55,
1955-56 and 1956-57. This work of constructing protective embank-
ments had been taken up after 1947 and has been continued since.
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i bankments and
ontrol schemes (construction of —em .
d sil;li‘rlllg o%oggarfnels) in the district of Muzaffarpur have been described
a: follows by the Irrigation Department in 1957 :—

Estimated cost Area benefited

in lakhs. in thousand of
acres.

1. Akharaghat to Darbhanga- district ~ 35.91 251.62

border right bank. o
2. Akharaghat to Darbhanga district ~ 40.00 128.00

border left bank. N Lo o5
3. Akharaghat to Daudpur 9. - oo
4. Akharaghat to Pakar oo .47 g
5. Repairs and strengthening of Kanika 10.

bandh. ‘ “
6. Retired line of _Banstdhar-ka-bandh  0.49 13.

Drainage Schemes.

Estimated cost Area benefited

in lakhs. in thousand of
acres.
5.27 9.90

1. Baraila chaur

.16
9. Pabarpur chaur .- (())31 (;63
3. Rupnarainpur chaur 01t 163
vig chaur ‘

45. (;eiwaari and Malmala chaurs 14.31 1';, 65%
6. Sondho and Pirapur chaurs (;23 1:80
7. Narsan chaur 0:59 a0
8. Pororia chaur 05 L0
9. Tapaha chaur L0 L0
10. Rotma Morsand chaur . 0_.10 62
11. Khangura chaur 0 20
19. Bhada chaur 08 L60
18. Lebura chaur o 54
14. Sahtha chaur o 2

_ Kathaur chaur o
11{;3 Dahnal area experiment works .. (1)% o
17. Raksa tal .., e o
18. Maniari choufr- o o

19. Agrail cheur
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RIvER TRAINING SCHEMES.

Estimated cost Area benefited

in lakhs. in thousand of
acres.
1. Protection of  Sitamarhi town 3.60
2. Lakhandeyi River (upper reach) ... 2.90 28.16
3. Improvement of Baya nala e 15.08 87.04
4. Lakhandeyi River (middle reach) ... 3.38 70.40
5. Lakhandeyi River (lower reach) ... 7.42 49.92
6. Desilting of Siari dhar 4.68 30.72
7. Improvement of Ghaghara nadi ... 1.01 2.00
8. Adhwara Scheme (part desilting of 0.69 10.00

Sikao).

It may incidentally be mentioned Lere that the Irrigation
Department have concerned themselves with not only executing pro-
tection schemes but with combined irrigation programme as well. In
their irrigation schemes they have utilised a number of sluices at
various points of Tirhut embankment.

The river Gandak has a continuous embankment from Champaran
district.  The hanks of the Gandak are appreciably higher than the
surrounding country and in order to safeguard against inundation two
series of embankments have been constructed—one on the Serai side
and the other along Champaran-Muzaffarpur bank as far as Hajipur.
The length of the embankment in Champaran district is 82 miles and
that in Muzaffarpur district is 52 miles.  There were gapg in  high-
land in Champaran embankment through which flood water flowed
during the year 1954 and this was recorded as the highest flood so far, In
1955 these gaps were closed at an estimated cost of Rs. 65 lakhs
which afforded further protection to the district of Muzaffarpur.  The
lowest discharge of water into the Ganga towards the end of March
is 10,391 cusecs and the highest recorded food discharge is 6,42,000
cusecs in July, 1954.

FaMINE AND Scarcity.

Flood and famine have indeed been strangely associated with one
another chronologically in Muzaffarpur.

The earliest famine of which we possess any detailed records is
that of 1769-70. A gerious drought followed in 1783 when relief to
cultivators was sought, though the scarcity did not culminate in actual
famine. The years 1787 and 1788 were no more propitious as the
country was inundated and the cattle died in large numbers and the
crops failed. There was a serious drought in 1791 followed by
another in 1792; and in 1809 there was considerable suffering owing
to the failure of all the principal crops.

7
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Famine of 1866.

t famine of .the
ine of 1866 was, however, the first grea X
19th Tc{]af)tfla;‘;l. ° This famine was severely felthmh %u;iﬁsaggga;)ot}}r }?e
its 1 i he wide area over which 1 . T
regards its intensity and ¢ ] . was et rivide
i to thrice the ordinary rate an
D o ot fond and o tarvation were reported.  The
{ t of food and of deaths from starva
i]osl;lavlvaglr)raiz supply from Nepal ceased; and as there was not deégaélr(i
for labour, the poorer classes suffered extremely and begaz;) to % ot
their homesteads and to migrate southwards 1_nt_la,rget nugh :f;;,a The
d by long privation, fell easy vic ims to L,
E/')Sgplz}sz(fsucozt o%’ 1,07g0 I<)1ied within an average period of 8 g’iay}sJafItlzr
admi%sion to the hospital.  Relief measures were gtarted 11;866 uthe:
1866 which continued tiltl F;brpayyﬁ 186;711. tgnthielgsﬁb%rﬂadai o
ext essure began to diminish, owing i :
qu; e;(?:tulljll;,tely it never increased again. The total amount spetntvgi
relief was Rs. 39,448. The estimated number of deathg from star

tion or disease engendered by want was 60,321.
Famine of 1874.

i i igi igtri the famine of
t famine which visited the district was
1874TheT1;]e: raing of 1873 were msufﬁcxenlt a%ll ;)V:g.‘ Mu::ff;rpl;rf B&l_l(:
. istri i t that the outtu _
were not evenly distributed with the resu m o e
i i different parts. n Hajipo
autumn harvest varied cppmderahly in ent parte L pore
i Sadar Subdivision the yleld was three-fo :
:vxigl;ntg;eco?n crop exceeded thertgve;a,ge ah:::ge:t.crop’l'illlle SiZ;frlx(irhgf
i i bout one-fourth of an avera p in narhi,
chr)ls:r tﬁ::eiai‘?g%tz: S_i;: the headquarters subdglm(;nt };whllebgn I()I;gl;;gzz
i ‘ -eighth of the average. The yield of the 7abs crop:
llltalzve;i z%ze;i&dquarters subdivision, tl';\}ree-fourthsTllx; ?1@13111&17(1)}1 cigg;
ivisi i i ji bdivision. ¢ failure ;
division and five-eighths in Hajipore su ; ‘ ure of crops
i i h not inconsiderable in Hajipore
in Sitamarhi was the greatest, thoug ' siderable in Hajipore.
i ice varied during the first six months o 9
%‘(}l esegl;?efoif tﬁge rupes or double the usual rate. Corn and (le.mle?ls,
which form a large part of the food of the poor and which 0;311;an1§
zere procurable at the rafe of 30 seers for the rupee, rose to 13 to

seers during the same period,

" in Si i i ber, 1873
i re first opened in Sitamarhi in December,

d E}ehﬁib;:?;s Y;M, it was necessary to exFend them to {she head-
o é rs subdivisi,on, but it was as late as April that any relief opera-
q}larﬁ d to be taken in Hajipore subdivision where it was Dot so neces-
oy o i the north and centre of the district. _Altogether 47,000 tons
z?rgr:?nlgvere sold, distributed and ad;:':a.nce,df a.ls loans Ig: plmfl %%0 wzg::é

" advanced in the shape of loans; Rs. 141,
. Qéz%l,ggoc}?:;i:aﬁle relief, the number of persons In receapt fof ;uct;
ety T ing from 6,550 in April, 1874 to 62,600 at the end of Jun
chlfi?lt:yfgllf ing October to 2,115. Bupeex;i 1f,1 lak]h: ?iz}'ggp?;g ;ssgvfgejs:;
M ' i ef wor
the number of labourers employed in 6 L 0
12
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December to 3,27,248 or about 1/7th of the total population in May.
The relief afforded by the Government was on g large scale.

Scarcity of 1876, 1889 and 1892.

Three periods of scarcity intervened hetween this famine and that

of 1896-97.  In 1876 there was some scarcity in Sitamarhi owing to the

- failure of the rice crop. In 1889 the failure of the winter rice caused

scarcity in the tract of country running along Nepal frontier. Gratuitous

relief had to be given to some 200 people as early as February which rose

to 8,000 in August, This was gradually withdrawn in October of the same
year.

Part of the district was again affected in 1892 owing to the defici-
ency of the rains in 1891 when the winter rice and rabi crops failed. The
total area affected was 1,300 square miles, the tracts which suffered
most being ILalganj thana in Hajipore and Sheohar thana in Sitamarhi.
Relief works were opened in March and closed in early July. The total
number relieved was however hardly more than one per cent of the total
population of the affected area.

Famine of 1896-97.

Then came the famine of 1896-97 but on this occasion the people
showed unexpected power of resistance, owing to better communication
and their improved material condition. The rains of 1896 commenced
in May; there was a heavy fall of over 13} inches in July, which caused
some floods and filled the swamps at an early date before a rice crop
could be obtained from them; but up to the end of July the total fall
was only 1/10th of an inch below the normal. The rain was followed
by two long periods of drought, one in August and the other in Septem-
ber and after the middle of that month no rain fell. The whole district
was severely affected excepting certain portions, The worst parts of
the district were the Sitamarhi subdivision and the northern half of the
headquarters subdivision. In the Hajipore subdivision the part
severely affected was a tract along the northern boundary of the Mahua
thana spreading into the south of the headquarters subdivision and a
small tract between I.alganj and the railway.

The price of rice started rising high from October, 1896 when rice
was sold at 8 seers to the rupee in the Muzaffarpur town; and in
November test relief works were started at Sheohar, Belsand and
Parthar in the western and northern parts of the Sitamarhi subdivision,
which parts are usually affected badly. The number of persons in
receipt of relief rose till the end of May, when 59,000 persons with
4,000 dependants were employed on relief works and 59,000 more were
in receipt of gratuitous relief. ~The number of the latter increased to
72,000 in July. The famine was over by the end of September, 1897.
The largest proportion of the population relieved in s single day either
gratuitously or on relief works was 10 per cent and it was estimated that
of those who attended relief works, at least 756 per cent were landless
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labourers. The total expenditure on relief work was Rs. 5,64,000 and
on gratuitous relief Rs. 4,91,000, in addition to which over two lakhs of
rupees were advanced under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. The import
of rice into the district during the famine amounted to nearly 33,000
tons, chiefly Burma rice from Calcutta. The affected area covered
1,851 square miles with a population of 16,60,000, the reported death

indeed fell short of the average of the three preceding years by about
25,000.

Famines and scarcity of the 20th century.

In the beginning of the year 1909 agricultural operations ceased
in the district and there was loss of crops consequent on the failure of
rains in the preceding year but this gloomy picture was averted due to
timely rain in the later part of the year.

In 1914 due to bad weather condition and on account of failure of
Hathiya and Chitra rains causing the failure of all the three crops,
much distress prevailed. ~The prices of foodgrains ruled very high
affecting the middle and landless classes. In 1920 hailstorms damaged
the 7abi crops. In 1924 the harvest in the district was g total failure
and 1932 faced a drought due to failure of rains. But the stock of
grains relieved the acuteness of the situation,

In 1948 the food situation in the district worsened on account of
two diverse factors. In Hajipore subdivision the floods completely
damaged the bhadai and paddy crops whereas in the same period
Sitamarhi subdivision was experiencing drought and crops specially
paddy suffered on that account. Adequate relief measures both in the
flood affected areas and the drought areas, were provided by fthe
Government which mitigated the suffering of the people.

Due to the drought and consequent failure of crops in 1950 the
district was adversely affected in 1951. There was a total failure of
bhadai and aghani crops. The rise in prices of foodgrains and their
non-availability in sufficient quantity created much hardship for the
common man and even the well-to-do middle class people felt the
pinch of the scarcity.  The scarcity condition became very acute espe-
cially in Sitamarhi subdivision where there was a total failure of
Hathiye raing in 1950 and the paddy crop of December, 1950, and
January, 1951, was a miserable failure. TLess than 25 per cent of its
usual crop was harvested with the result that famine conditiong began
to manifest themselves by February, 1951. The price of rice rose from
Rs. 25 per maund to Rs. 45 per maund, The subdivision of Sifamarhi
was declared a distressed area and relief measures as detailed in Famine
Code were taken up. As a result of the measures taken famine condi-
tions began to decrease in Sitamarhi subdivision from September, after
the harvest of autumn crop of marua, bhadai, paddy, maize, efc. But
still the famine condition did not go away from other parts of the
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district.  Due to drought of 1950-51 the situation in Hajipore subdivi-
sion was almost verging on famine condition by the end of March,
1952. It took full one year to bring the situation under control in that
subdivision through various relief measures.

Relief measures for the district were at once started. Inter-
district erabargo was imposed on most of the essential commodities as
an emergency Ineasure,

In Sitamarhi subdivision relief measures were started from April,
1951 which continued till October of that year.  The principal heads
of relief were (1) Hard manual, (%) Light manual, (i) Gratuitous relief,
and (iv) Sale of Government grains through fair price shaps on which
more than 5 lakhs of rupees were spent, Moreover, a sum of 13 lakhs of
Tupees was granted as Taccavi loan to the cultivators which went g long
way to avert starvation. Free grain was supplied to about 12 thousand
destitutes.  Light manual labour wags arranged primarily to affurd
assistance to women. Fortunately no starvation deaths oceurred.
About one hundred thousand maunds of grain was sent to the Sitamarhi
subdivision every month for sale through the fair price shops  located
throughout the subdivision.

In Hajipore also the Government tried to tide over the famine by
giving relief to the people on the lines of Sitamarhi,  There was grant
of loan mainly in form of Taccavi to help the agriculturists in their
agricultural operations amounting to Rs. 9,71,115.  Fair price shops
were opened throughout the subdivision. The entire urban and 75 per
cent of the rural population was put on ration. Thege relief measuves
and better bhada: crops of 1952-53 ultimately improved the position.

In 1957 there was a general failure of Hathiya rains which caused
widespread damage to the winter paddy crop.  Peculiarly enough this
failure of the Hathiya rains was common throughout the State. The
prospects of the sowing of rabi were not also very hopeful. Fair price
shops were opened and the consumption of imported wheat had been
encouraged. All the possible water reservoirs were tapped for irrigating
the fields. Fiven the fire engines of the Fire Service stationed at Mugzaf-
farpur were utilised to draw water for irrigation purposes. The charges
for tube-well water were slashed down. Pumping sets were distributed.
Bandhs and other irrigation schemes were taken up to utilise water for
the crops.  Short term crops and consumption of imported wheat were
encouraged.  Schemes were taken up to give employment.

PrOTECTIVE SCHEMES.

Any permanent protection to the district like Muzaffarpur can only
be given by protecting the country-side from inundation and by a
provision for adequate irrigation. The problem of irrigation as & pro-
tective measure was taken up as long ago as 1876 when there was a
scheme put forward for the construction of a high level irrigation canal
leading from the Baghmati to the Lakhandeyi river calculated to
irrigate 1,52,000 acres of kharif and 50,000 acres of rabi with a weir.
This scheme wag first rejected by the Government of India but was
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revived on & smaller scale after the famine of 1896-97 and the work was
proceeded with for famine relief. A large number of smaller schemes
have been taken up from time to time to ameliorate the condition  of
raiyats by giving them water for the ﬁelds.‘ Tube-well irrigation is
easier but not yet popular owing fo higher cost for water in comparison
to canal water.

Gandak Project.

A big project for harnessing Gandak river for more food and power
has been taken up. When this project is completed the precarious
problem of the distriet of Muzaffarpur along with seme other districts of
North Bihar will be partially solved.

Although the Gandak project is still at the stage of a scheme it is
meant not for Muzaffarpur only but also for the districts of Saran,
Champaran and Darbhanga of Bibar and Gorakhpur and Deorig of
Uttar Pradesh and Nepal. Some of the salient features of the scheme
may be mentioned here. .

The mountain basin of Gandak is known as Sapt Gandaki named
affer seven tributaries of Gandak traversing the region. Further down
the river collects the discharge of a number of hilly streams before it
debouches in the plains through a deep gorge at Tribeni situated in
Nepal at the border of Champaran district of Bihar. Adjoining lower
down is Bhaisalotan from where the existing Tribeni canal takes off.
From here it flows in g south-easterly direction forming the natural
boundary between the States of Bihar angd Uttar Pradesh for s length of
28 miles. It flows by the side of this border in Bihar for gnother
44 miles from where it separates the districts of Champaran ang Saran
and winds its way in south-easterly direction to meet Ganga at Hajipore
opposite Patna.

The region through which Gandak flows Including Muzaffarpur
district has a high incidence of density of population and the economy
is purely agricultural. Perennial irrigation 1g very much peeded and
that is why the Gandak project was taken up in 1948 and the scheme
has been revised in 1957 to the tune of Rs. 47.64 crores,

The scheme consists of a barrage construction and headworks
across Gandak at Bhaisalotan about 1,000 feet below the take off of
existing Tribeni canal to divert the river water for imga,tzon‘ and jower,
construction of western canal system for providing annual 1rngation in
Nepal, Gorskbpur, and Deoria districts of Uttar Pradesh and Samn
distriet of Bihar, construction of eastern canal system for providing
annual irrigation in the districts of Champeran, Muzaffarpur and
Darbhanga and construction of four hydro-electric pawer houses, two
on the main western and two on the main eastern canals for generation
of pawer. ‘

The Gandak project can only be implemented if Nepal Govern-
ment agrees. The matter has been taken up under s joint consultation
of Nepal and the State Government of Bihar.
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EARTHQUAKE oF 1934.

Earthquakes have occurred in the district of Muzaffarpur at the
intervals of about 100 years or so. There was an earthquake in 1743
and again in 1833 which was repeated after 100 years in 1934. This

part of Bihar being on the seismic belt according to Dr, Dunn, the
chances of recurrence of earthquake is greater than anywhere else.

The greatest of the natural calamity to which the district was
subjected to in the twentieth century was the FEarthquake of 1934,
which occurred at 2.16 P.M, on the 15th of January. The earthquake
which lasted for only one minute and a few seconds created a terrible
havoe throughout the district.  Buildings were turned to debrig and
fissures and depressions occurred all round. Over one thousand square
miles of land was filled by enormous jagged fissures and pitted with
small volcanic craters from which sand or grey mud spread over the
fields.  Roads and railway bridges were damaged in all directions and
all forms of communications by rail, road and telegraph were shattered.
The upheaval in the rivers, chaurs and lakes was very marked and at
places river beds got dry, the high lands became low lands and vice
versa. At places unusual phenomenon in the fields like oozing out of
black sands and water up to a height of 4 to 5 feet was seen for
several minutes after the tremor stopped. Culturable fertile lands
became barren and sanded up, for the reclamation of which the Govern-
ment had to distribute sand removal loans to the cultivators. It was
reported that 2,539 persons were killed in the district in this earthquake
and many hundreds were injured. =~ Many of the dead bodies were
recovered weeks after the earthquake. There was a case of a man
being brought out alive from the debris five days after the earthquake.

Muzaffarpur Town.

The worst sufferer from this calamity was Muzaffarpur itself.
About 75 per cent of the buildings of the town were completely
damaged as 90 per cent of the buildingg before the earthquake had been
erected with mud brick walls i.e., brick work built with mud-mortar
instead of lime or cement mortar. The impact was more disastrous on
double-storeyed buildings. Roads became impassable due to accumula-
tion of debris of houses. Hundreds of persons were killed by the
falling of houses on them or were buried under the debris. The narrow
streets also made an escape from the falling masonry very difficult, The
casualties in Muzaffarpur town accounted for 956 persons. The
casualties were high in thickly populated parts of the town with narrow
lanes like Mahajantoli, Purani Bazar, Chaturbhuj Asthan, Bhairo
Asthan Road, Brahmantoli and Gudri Mohalla. The Chandwara
Waterworks was badly damaged by the earthquake. ~ The main pipe
line of water supply was also badly damaged. The lighting of the town
was hampered by the damages to electric connections. The Sikandar-
pur Maidan at Muzaffarpur which was used as the landing ground for
the aeroplane had been terribly cut by the earthquake which made it
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unsafe for use. Mr, Fairweathers, a private pilot and engineer
succeeded in marking out a strip of land suitable for landing and a plane
from Calcutta requisitioned by Government landed at Sikandarpur on
the 16th January at mid-day. A large part of the walls of the district
jail had collapsed for which the troops had to relieve the police of the
duty of guarding the jail at night. 'The sanitation of the town was
completely upset.

Sitamarhi Town.

The town of Sitamarhi also was damaged very badly. The roads
to Sitamarhi were damaged extensively and the town was completely
cut off for sometime. Railway communication was dislocated
and at places the railway lines were twisted and torn and lost the previous
alignment. The level of the country changed and the town of
Sitamarhi was so much damaged that at one time it wag feared that it
would have to be altogether abandoned as unsafe for re-building purposes
on account of changes in the contour of the locality.

The Sugar Mills were all damaged and this at 5 time when there
was a bumber sugarcane crop after a number of lean years due to
insufficient rainfall.  The prices of the commodities were very high
and the economic condition of the people was miserable.

Relief Measures.

Relief measures were immediately taken into hand. To assure
the people the Governor of the Province visited the town on 17th
January 1934. Various shelter and relief works were gtarted by the
Government and some philanthropic institutions like Servants of India
Society, Marwari Relief Committee, Menon Relief Committee, etc.
Sri Rajendra Prasad, now President of the Republic of India organized
relief work on behalf of the Indian National Congress. 12 Relief Centres
and four Sanitation Centres were opened, There was complete co-
ordination among all the Relief Committees. ~Government relief took
up construction of shelter sheds, water supply and tube-well boring in
Muzaffarpur town with Government grant and Viceroy’s Relief Funds.
Mr. Oliff Lee, Town Engineer took up construction of colony sheds and
made them available to the sufferers and homeless. Relief was also
given in the shape of clothing, foodgrains and housing materials.
Drinking water in watering lorries was supplied by the municipality to
the sufferers in colonies and shelter sheds.

The Indian Medical Association had also sent g batch of workerg for
giving first-aid and medical relief.  Free kitchens were started by
Gurmukh Langer Relief Committee which fed not less than a thousand
of earthquake sufferers every day. The demolition of the dangerous
houses affected by the earthquake was taken up by the Sappers and
Miners who were posted bere from Rurki. The Governor of Bihar
arranged with General Mackmullen, General Officer Commanding,
Eagtern Command at Jhansi for a party of 70 men for Muzaffarpur for
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the purpose of demolishing buildings and doing repairs to bridges. They
were replenished by further detachments.  Municipality was given
grants to take up road-widening schemes. Help in the shape of money
and materials poured into the district and all possible endeavour was
done to minimise the miseries of the people. =~ When things settled down
the economic condition of the district got a little fillip in the shape of
reconstruction activities. Cleaner areas and better modelled houses
and roads grew up.

The district and particularly the urban areas could recover so quickly
because there was an all-round keenness to tackle the misery ang the
State Government got unrestricted support from all sections of the
public. ~ The Bihar earthquake commanded interest and sympathy
not only from all parts of India but also from some of the philanthropic
bodies from different parts of the world.

CHAPTER XIV.
LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION.

Earry HisTory.

An account of the Land Revenue Administration of Muzaffarpur
district prior to 1875, when it was separated from Darbhanga, must
necessarily be a sketch of the early land revenue history of Tirhut
(including Hajipur), owing to the difficulty of obtaining separate figures
for the present district.  The first assessment of land revenue in Tirhut,
of which there is definite mention in history, was made in 1582 by Todar
Mal, the great Finance Minister of Akbar. The result of the assess-
ment was that an area of 81,737 acres in Sarkars Tirhut and Hajipur
was settled at a revenue of Rs. 11,63,020, which gives an incidence of
about Re. 1-7-0 per acre. During the period which elapsed between this
assessment and the grant of the Diwani in 1765 to the English Rast
India Company, there were two assessments of which we possess
statistical information, namely, one made in Aurangzeb's reign in 1685
and the other in 1750 during the Viceroyalty of Alivardi Khan. The
result of the first was to increase the revenue to Rs. 17,98,576, i.e., by
about 55 per cent and that of the second was to lower it to Rs. 16,48,142.
No records can, however, be found of the exact areas dealt with, or what
was cultivated at the time the assessmentg were made. But it is -
clearly mentioned in & farman of‘Aurangzeb, issued in the thirteenth
year of his reign, that Sarkars Tirhut and Hajipur then included 102
and 11 mahals respectively. We can form an idea of Mughal revenue
administration from the farman, which confers the office of Kanungo
for the whole of Subah Bihar on three persons. They were to
collect the revenue of the whole subah and were to receive 8 annas per
hundred rupees as remuneration, besides dastur and mankar, It is
interesting to note that these revenue officers were to transmit yearly
genealogical lists of families with accounts of the former and present
state of the augmentations and decrease of population(l). They were
to exert themselves to the utmost for the welfare of the inhabitants and
not to ‘‘ attempt s single oppressive measure against them . A
subsequent farman issued in the twenty-fifth year of Shah Alam’s
reign, i.e., in 1783-84, confirms the descendants of the three persons
in the office of Kanungo for the whole of Bihar on more or less the

same terms(2),

By the Diwani grant of 1765 the right of collecting revenue in
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was transferred to the English Company:
but actual collection continued to be in the hands of the Nawab’s
The Company sppointed Raja Sitab Roy to supervise the

officers. ,
collectiong in Bihar. This dual control resulted in much anomaly and
oppression.  The appointment in 1769 of European supervisors to

prevent extortion and speculation only made *‘ confusion worse con-
founded **. In 1770 a Revenue Council of Control wag established

185
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at Patna, and next year the Court of Directors sent out their well
known order ‘‘ to stand forth as Diwan and by the agency of the
Company’s servants to take upon themselves the entire care and
management of the revenues’’. Accordingly a Furopean Collector
was appointed in Tirhut for the first time in 1771.  But this assump-
tion of direct management having proved a financial failure, the
European agency was replaced by Indian amils under the control of
a Provincial Council at Patna. The five-yearly settlement effected in
1772 having also failed to give satisfaction, annual settlements were
made from 1778 to 1780, and these settlements with farmers and
zamindars being equally unsuccessful, Tirbut was again placed under
a European Collector in 1782.

EarLy COLLECTORS OF TIRHUT.

The careers of the early Collectors of Tirhut are somewhat
important as illustrating the character of administration in those days
of the Company’s rule in this country. Francois Grand, g native of
Lausanne, having first served in the Hast India Company’s forces, and
then as a writer and a commercial agent, wag appointed Collector of
Tirhut in 1782. Away from the headquarters of the presidency,
Grand could unscrupulously engage in private trade. He was prac-
tically the founder of the European indigo industry in Tirbut. In his
report of 1785 he says: “‘ I took possession of a country (Tirhut and
Hajipur) yielding a revenue of about 7 lakhs of rupees, but which had
suffered from the depredations committed by those who were com-
pelled to abandon the charge to me ....................... pereres I recovered
a large balance due from the farmers to Government, quieted and
appeased without bloodshed every disturbance, brought back the
disobedient to a just sense of their errors, augmented the revenue,
introduced the manufacturing of indigo, encouraged the establishment
of indigo works and plantations, erected three at my own expense,
and thus possessed a fortune of £ 15,000 sterling.”” In 1787 Lord
Cornwallis, hearing of his commercial enterprises, removed him from
the collectorship of Tirhut and nominated Robert Bathurst as his
successor.  But Bathurst proved little better than Grand.  Shortly
after his appointment, and inspite of positive orders to the contrary,
he began to dabble in the indigo business on his private account.(8)
For some years he carried on a joint business with an indigo planter,
until there were loud complaints against his conduct from some
planters, whose displeasure he had managed to incur and was trans-
ferred from his station. He too must have acquired a considerable
fortune like his predecessor,

From 1781 to 1789.

The history of revenue administration from 1781 onwards Is
marked by yearly settlements with zamindars, or, if they were
recusant, with farmers of revenue. The correspondence of the period
1s full of the difficulties the Collector had to meet with both in settling
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and realizing the revenue. Himself ignorant of the capabilities of
the soil, his subordinateg were a hindrance rather than a help and the
enormous number of petfy proprietors, for which the district was even
then notorious, made a fair settlement a very difficult task. Imper-
fect as was the assessment, the difficulties of collecting it were aggra-
vated by the lawless state of the country, which was infested by bands
of robbers, and by frequent natural calamities.  Often the zamindars
themselves and the Indian amils were in collusion with the robbers. In
1783 the Calcutta Board of Revenue deputed Mr. (afterwards Sir)
John Shore to Patna for effecting a new settlement of the province of
Bihar and for directing such measures as he should think proper for
realizing the *‘ heavy and unusual balance which has fallen in the
collections. *’(4) The Collector of Tirhut was accordingly asked to
prepare immediately, a jamma wasul baky(5) of the mahals of his distriet.
A regulation passed on the 12th August of that year authorized the
Committee of the Revenue Chiefs and the Collectors to punish such
zamindars or landholders, who were proved to _have rgsxsted any
written process directed to them, even by confiscating their _lands.(ﬁ)
But the settlement made in accordance with tl.le spirit of this regula-
tion does not seem to have yielded very satisfactory results. The
abolition in April, 1786, of the office of Indian Dewan, who had be?}l
joined with the Collector *‘ in the superintendency of t_hq_ revenue ',
left to the Collector the ** sole charge and full responsibility of the
revenues *’ in the district; but thig too did not improve matters much.

DECENNIAL AND PERMANENT SETTLEMENTS.

In May, 1789, the Governor-General in Council resolved to carry
out the Court of Directors’ orders for a new settlement of Bihar for a
period of ten years, which if approved by the Court, would become
permanent without any further changes or modification. ~ The jamma,
which each zamindar was to pay, was to be fixed by the Collector on
fair and equitable principles subject to the approval of the Revenue
Board, and the Sadar kistbundi was to be so regulated as to afford the
zamindars *‘ all possible convenience in the discharge of Their rents
with due regard to the security of Government. ”’(7) It was expressly
gtated in the resolutions of the Governor-General in Council that the
gettlement was to be made with the actual proprietors of the soil,
whether zamindars, chaudhuries or independent talukdars, and that
in no case were sayer collections to be included in the new settlement.
Although systematic attempts were made to acquire information on
the capabilities of the soil and other matters of rural economy, the
methods of enquiry were not sufficiently detailed to afford an adequate
basis for a settlement in perpetuity. Indeed the decennial settlement
was concluded more hastily than steadily, with the result that when
the Permanent Settlement wag effected in 1793, no less than 60 per
cent of the total area of Tirhut, that is, an area of about 3,900 square
miles, escaped assessment. The total land revenue fixed was
Rs. 9,83,642, which gives an incidence of 9 annas an acre; of this
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about Rs. 4,36,000 represented the demand of the present district of
Muzaffarpur.  One good thing, however, which resulted from the
Permanent Settlement was that, unlike in Bengal, it served in Tirhut
to rescue the real zamindars from the farmers of revenue, who had
been placed over them and to restore proprietary rights to those who
were about to lose them.

On the other hand, incalculable injury was done to the raiyats by
the absence of any accompanying measures for their protection and
by the harsh provisions of Regulation VII of 1799, which extended to
the landlords of Tirhut, as well as of the rest of the province, the
power to distrain the crops of their raiyats and in certain caseg to
arrest their persons for arrears of rent without any reference to the
courts. The country suffered until recent decades from the failure of
earlier administrators to gauge adequately the extent of the oppression
practised by the landlords of Tirhut upon their unfortunate tenantry.

NiNeTEENTH CENTURY REVENUE HISTORY.

The principal features in the 19th century revenue history of
Tirhut are the resumption of revenue-free grants by lapse on the death
of the tenure-holders or on the ground of invalidity, the revenue survey
of 1843—49, the enormous increase in the number of estates, and the
settlement operations of 1892—99.  During the earlier part of the
century, moreover, temporary settlements with farmers of revenue,
chiefly on account of the persistent recusancy of the proprietors to
come to terms with the revenue officers, were very common. No
less notorious was the khas management of estates temporarily resum-
ed. The Commissioner of Saran wrote to the Collector of Tirhut in
1833, commenting on the ‘‘ continued injustice sustained by the
landlords by the present extensive system of khas management or
temporary engagement with maliks or farmers *’.(8) The progress of
the Permanent Settlement in Tirhut and the adjoining district of
Saran wag indeed very slow and the Revenue Board. as the Special
Deputy Collector of Tirhut observed in 1833, were ‘‘ deeply sensible
of the injustice and breach of public faith involved in the extreme
delay *’ that had taken place in bestowing the benefits of a permanent
settlement upon those proprietors who were ‘‘ unquestionably entitled
to that immunity under the law of 1793. *'(9).

Free land grants in the shape of brahmottar(10) and devottar(11),
or of jagirs, were exceptionally abundant in Tirhut and in most cases
dated from Mughal times. The validity of the claims to these were
examined between 1830 and 1850 and active operations were under-
taken for the resumption of those revenue-free grants which proved
invalid. In this way, altogether 10,66,000 acres were resumed and
the revenue was increased by Rs. 86,77,387. Muzaffarpur's share
was 44 per cent of the area resumed (4,37,226 acres) and 47 per cent
(Rs. 3,18,366) of the new assessment. It cannot be vouchsafed
that in extending the hand of resumption justice wag in all cases done
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by the over-zealous revenue officers.(12) However, as a reg.ul,t of the
resumption proceedings 3,018 new estateg were assessed and in 1850 the
number of estates borne on the revenue roll of Tirhut was 5,186.

PARTITION OF KSTATES.

From the middle of the 19th century the partition of estates went
on at a remarkable pace. In 1895 the number of estates on the
revenue roll of Tirhut was as high as 32,000. It is true that resump-
tion helped to swell their number before 1850; but, apart from this,
the law of partition was responsible for the addition of over 27,500
estates to the revenue roll of 1790 and the number of estates increased
twenty-fold owing to partitiong alone. = Muzaffarpur, being always a
Iand of petty zamindars, accounted for a very large proportion of the
increase. From 1875 to 1881 alone the addition to the number of
estates in the district was 4,046 and by 1895 there were no less than
19,420 revenue-paying estates. The subdivision of estates after 1895
went on with equal rapidity, and in 1904-05 the number of revenue-
paying estates (in Muzaffarpur) had risen to 21,050, a number larger
than in any other district of Bengal except Chittagong,

Rate oF REVENUE.

The rate of revenue at the beginning of the present century was
only 9 annas to 11 annas per acre and the average rate of rent on the
other hand was Rs. 8-14-8, or more than six times the rate of revenue.
The allowance fixed for zamindars at the time of the Permanent
Settlement was one-tenth of the assets, but their profits increased very
nearly six-fold in one hundred and ten years. A vast amount of this
increase arose from extension of cultivation in the first half of the
last century; in the second half, however, it was largely due to the
enhancement of rent. The total land revenue demand in 1904-05 was
Rs. 9,78,596 payable by 21,050 estates, of which all but 49 with a
demand of Rs. 16,735 were permanently settled; besides these, there
was one Government estate with a demand of Rs. 1,583.

REVENUE SURVEYS.

The first great revenue survey carried out during the British period
in Tirhut wag that of 1843—49. This survey resulted in the discovery
of land still remaining unassessed; but its chief importance was that
it put a stop to the disputes about village bou1_1daries, which had been
a fruitful source of litigation and a great administrative difficulty. In
Tirbut this survey began in 1846 and was completed in 1849. Tt
showed the ares of the district to be 6,114 square miles with 7,586
villages, the land revenue being Rs, 14,62,548 or just. under six annas
an acre. This was followed by the survey of the diara tracts along
the Ganga and the Gandak between 1865 and 1868, which added 46
new estates to the revenue roll. In 1882 experimental settlement
operations were begun, Muzaffarpur being selected for the experiment,
because it was regarded as one of the least prosperous districts in Bihar
and the relations of the people to the land as the least satisfactory. The
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settlement was carried out successfully in 235 villages and was ter-
minated in 1886. In 1892 g survey and the preparation of a record-
of-rights were begun in this district and were brought to a successful
conclusion in 1899. These operations were first undertaken in Bengal
for entire districts which came under the Permanent Settlement. The
survey showed the area of the district to be 3,085 square miles, with
4,505 villages. Holdings were found to the number of 9,70,405 with
an average size of 1.97 acres and 44,13,567 plots were measured with
an average size of 0.44 of an acre.

PRIVATE LLAND OF PROPRIETORS.

The private land of proprietors was found to be 67,729 acres, or
nearly 4 per cent, of the areg in agricultural occupancy, the average
size of the holdings being 1.63 acres and the land so held being greatest
in the thanas where competition for land was keenest.  Besides this,
the land held by them in direct cultivation, but not true zirat covered
1,95,910 acres or 11.5 per cent, of the settled agricultural area, the
average size of the holdings being 4.34 acres, At the beginning the
present occupied area and the average size of the holding was 3.04
acres.  The tenure-holders absorbed 3.7 per cent with holdings
averaging 6.65 acres. This was the largest average holding under
any status and was due to the extensive areas held in direct possession
by European planters for the cultivation of indigo. Rent-free raiyats,
on the other hand, with 2.2 per cent had holdings averaging 1 acre
only, the smallest average in the district.

DirrERENT CLASSES OF RAIYATS.

Raiyats at fixed rates occupied 2.2 per cent of the total occupied
area with holdings averaging 2.50 acres.  This was the largest average
for raiyati holdings, but the area held by these raiyats was appreciable
only in the Hajipur subdivision, where it was just under 5 per cent of
the occupied area. Settled and occupancy raiyats had 82.2 per cent
of the total number of holdings and occupied 12,70,474 acres, or 74.8
per cent of the occupied area. The average size of the holding was
1.64 acres but thig was not the average amount of land which the
raiyat held for the support of himself and his family. He might
hold land under another status and he might also possess several hold-
ings under one status.

The occupancy raiyats were an insignificant class holding only
1.6 per cent of the area and 2 per cent of the number of holdings. The
percentage of land held by them was highest in the Hajipur thana,
where there were many diara lands in their possession. Under-raiyats
had an interest in 5.3 per cent of the holdingg and held 4.1 per cent
of the occupied area, the average size of the holding being 1.39 acres.

Si1ze oF ESTATES.

Owing to the extreme subdivision of property the size of estates
diminished very considerably as years went on. In 1870 the average
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size of an estate in Tirhut was 303 acres; but at the end of the century
the average size of an estate in Muzaffarpur was only 93 acres, that is,
smaller than in any other district of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa except
Balasore and Cuttack. The minuteness of proprietary interests did
not end here, for innumerable subdivisions of even these petty estates
were common, many of them being split up among different sets of
sharers according to private partitions. It was found that there were
on the average b} estates ard 37 proprietors to a village each holding
12 acres, of which only 9 acres were cultivated. The average number
of proprietors to a joint estate was 5 and to a privately partitioned
estate 17 and one case was found in which a village with an area of 179
acreg contained three estates which had been partitioned by their 159
proprietors into 114 sub-estates,

Transfers of proprietary interests in Muzaffarpur were, however,
comparatively few, largely owing to the presence of indigo planters in
the district. When a zamindar got into financial difficulties he often
went to a planter for relief, knowing that the concern would gladly
advance him money in order to get a lease of his estate and in this way
many properties were saved from sale. The value of proprietary
rights, moreover, was so high that the purchase of them was almost
prohibitive. ~ Where sales were effected, lands generally passed to
landlords, and the money-lender had acquired little hold over the
proprietary interests in land.

TENURES AND UNDER-TENURES.

Nearly one quarter of the district was in the occupation of tenure-
holders; but there were few degrees of sub-infeudation. Under-
tenures occupied only two per cent of the area, the creation of a large
number of them being due to the practice of factories taking katkana
leases.  Rent-paying tenures occupied the largest area, with 24.6 per
cent of the area brought under settlement and the holders of these had
interests in over one quarter of the separate proprietary interests in
the district. ~ Temporary tenures prevailed, only 2.4 per cent of the
total area of the district being occupied by permanent rent-paying
tenures. It is worthy of note that whereas in Muzaffarpur rent
rates had risen out of all proportion, proprietors were very averse to
granting mukarari leases and consequently demanded very high rates,
which would only be paid when the need was very great, that is, when
land was required for erection of factory buildings. The proportion
of the total area held in temporary tenure at the close of the last
century was 22 per cent and indigo planters held no less than 14 per
cent. Of all the leases in the district 58.2 per cent were farming
leases, 33.9 per cent were zarpeshgi or mortgage leases, and 7.9 per
cent were of other kinds, most of them being the usufructuary
mortgages called sadhwa patwa. Zarpeshgi leases were most
numerous where there were factories.  Rent-free tenures included
birit,(18) brahmottar, shivottar(14), vishnuprit(15), bhatottar(16) and
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jakirana(17) as also service tenures, such as jagirs, malikana tenures
and maintenance tenures, such as nankars and madad-mash.

CONDITION OF THE TENANTRY.

With regard to the condition of the tenantry the remarks of
Stevenson Moore, the Settlement Officer, may be quoted: “ The
general impression is that the tenantry of Bihar are a down-trodden
body of men, in complete subservience to their landlords who evict and
enhance their rents at pleasure.  The impression, however, is only
partially true.  Like most things in India, it is largely a question of
caste. I believe this impression to convey a correct idea of the condi-
tion of low caste raiyats, such as Dusadh, Kurmis, etc. but cultivators
of higher caste, like Babhans, are usually quite prepared to fight their
landlord if he attempts to oppress them.’”” It may be accepted as a
general truth that landlords m N orth Bihar were unusually powerful
and their tenants unusually depressed; but instances may be cited in
which the tenantry were truculent and combined to adopt an
unreasonable and actually hostile attitude towards their landlords.

TweNTIETH CENTURY REVENUE HIsSTORY.

During the early part of the present century there was practically
no change in the land revenue history of the district. The total land
revenue for 1900-01 was Rs. 9,77,440. Of this amount Rs. 9,60,920
was on account of the permanently settled estates, and Rs. 15,433 was
on account of the temporarily settled ones. The number of revenue-
paying estates was 20,341 out of which 20,287 were permanently
ceftled and 54 were temporarily settled.  The number of estates held
direct by Government In 1910-11 were 8 and that of
temporarily settled estates was 55. The number of permanently
settled estates in 1910-11 was 22,174 showing an increase of 1,887 over
the figure for 1900-01.  The increase was due chiefly to the partition

of estates.

Though minor survey and settlement operations have taken place
from time to time, there has not been any revision settlement for the
whole district during the present cemtury. A revision settlement was
proposed about 1919, but operations had fo be postponed sine die for
unavoidable reasons. In 1942-43 temporarily seftled estates num-
bered 27, while the number of estates held direct by Government was

22.

Before the passing of the Land Reforms Act of 1950 there were
three categories of estates in the district, revenue paying, Government
and revenue free. Revenue paying etsates numbered 25,575, yielding
a total revenue of Rs. 9,58,5689-12-3. Government estates numbered
52, yielding a revenue of Rs. 27 ,792-10-4. There has been somse
change in recent years in regard to the collection of cess; prior to 1944
one anna per rupee was the rate of collection. In that year it was
raised to one and a half annas, while in 1948 the rate was further

increased to two annas per rupee.
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AGRARIAN LaAws.

From time to time, there have been changes in the law for the
benefit of the raiyats. Rent in kind was oppressive to the raiyats.
The commutation to cash rent was permissible under section 40 of the
Bihar Tenancy Act. A rent commutation drive was launched by
Government and a large number of Rent Commutation Officers with
powers under section 40 of the Bihar Tenancy Act were appointed.
The drive, however, considerably reduced the price of produce for some
time. Produce rents were also commuted into cash rent by agreement
between the parties. The Irrigation Act was also made elaborate and
vigorously implemented. The Collectors were empowered to take up
irrigation schemes for repairs and additions even without the consent
of landlords in cases of emergency and advance loans to the tenants.
A liberal drive was made for providing the tenants with money and
they were encouraged to file loan applications under the Land Improve-
ment Loans Act, Waste Land Reclamatiop Act and Agriculturists’ Loans
Act. The abwas or illegal realisations from the raiyats had already been
abolished. In the last Survey and Settlement Operations, these abwabs
had been scrutinised. -~ It may be mentioned here that the subordinate
amlas of the indigo planters and other big landlords were usually res-
ponsible for evolving a regular system of various kinds of abwabs.
Owing to the vigilance of Revenue Officers and spread of education,
the applications against the realisation of such abwabs have practically
ceased to be filed in the last 20 years. In the reported case of
Umeshchandrs Mitra versus Baroda Das Mitra (A. I. R. 28 Calcutta
17) a number of abwabs were held illegal.  There are g number of
other interesting cases regarding abwabs besides this reported case.

RENT REDUCTION.

The low price of agricultural food-stuffs from 1931 onwards for
several years made the cash rent rather inequitable.  There was an
agitation for rent reduction and ultimately provision had to be made
under section 112 of the Tenancy Act for the reduction of rent. The
operations started from 1938 and continued till 1941 when it stopped
abruptly due to the outbreak of war which brought about a rise in the
rice of essential commodities. The object of the proceedings under
section 112 of the Tenancy Act was to reduce the amount of rent
payable by the occupancy ratyats of five specific classes of the holdings
in certain specified areas of the province.

Rents of holdings of the following five categories were under

reduction :(—
(1) produce rents commuted into cash rent by courts under

section 40 of the Bihar Tenancy Act during the period
from the 1st January, 1915 to the 31st December, 1933;
(2) produce rent commuted into cash rent by agreement between
the parties during the same period;;
(8) rents enhanced by the courts on the ground of increase in
prices under section 30(b) of the Bihar Tenancy Act
during the same period;

18 8 Rev.
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(4) rents enhanced by contract hetween the parties or illegally
enhanced during the period; and

(5) rents fixed for holdings created during the same period at
excessively high levels, that is to say, new settlements.

The tenants as a whole were not contented with the various
measures of relief made available to them through rent reduction and
rent commutation proceedings, etc., and still wanted further relief.
The large number of zamindars who had bakast lands used to get some
of them cultivated by tenants on produce rent permanently or by year
to year settlement but did not grant rent receipts for the same with a
view to prevent acrual of occupancy rights to them and proving titles as
occupancy raiyats through documentary evidence, The proceedings
under section 145, Criminal Procedure Code ‘usually take a long time
to decide possession.  For speedy disposal and giving opportunities to
the tenants to nominate memberg to the Arbitration Board and thus
give better opportunities to place the evidence, Bihar Bakast Dispute
Settlement Act was passed. This gave a considerable relief. Accord-
ing to this Act when the Collector is satisfied on enquirv that there is
dispute between landlord and tenant over bakast lands and there is
hikelihood of breach of peace, he refers the dispute to Arbitration
Board, the Chairman of which is to be appointed by the Collector and
members to be nominated by the parties if they Iike. To impart
further relief to the tenant, the Bihar Management of Estateg and
Tenures Act was enacted but after sometime it was repealed. Subse-
quently the Bihar Land Reforms Act, 1950 was passed. After the
decision of Supreme Court in May, 1952, this Act came into operation.
Under the provisions of this Act, intermediary interests were notified
and taken over by Government. Under the amendments of the Bihar
Land Reforms Act Government notified the whole of the district of
Muzaffarpur as the area and all the intermediary interests vested in the
State from the 26th January, 1955. This abolished the long existing
zamindari system and the raiyats would henceforth pay rent and cess to
Government.

Lanp RerorMS Act, 1950.

A brief note on the background for the passing of the Bihar TLand
Reforms Act may be given. The problems relating to the land revenue
system had engaged the attention of the Government and the public
men in Bihar and Bengal where the Permanent Settlement of = 1793
prevailed.  Towards the end of 1938 the Government of Bengal had
appointed a Land Revenue Commission to examine generally the
existing land revenue system of Bengal in itg various aspects, with
special reference to the Permanent Settlement. After examining the
question in all its aspects and recording evidence, the Commission
gave Its report in 1940. The serious defects in the zamindari system
were pointed out and the Commission came to the conclusion that the
Permanent Settlement and the zamindari system should be replaced by
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a raiyatwari system for improving the economic condition of the culti-
vators and that Government should be brought into direct relationship
with the actual cultivators by the acquisition of all the superior interests
in agricultural lands.

With the Congress Ministry in Bihar this question was actively
taken up. The Bihar Legislative Assembly had adopted a resolution
** That this Assembly recommends to Government that immediate
steps be taken for the abolition of the zamindari system '’. As the
vital interest of the State required immediate steps to be ‘taken for
improving the agricultural production and the lot of the cultivators, the
Legislature enacted various laws towards that end. As already
mentioned some of such measures were the amendments to the Bihar
Tenancy Act, the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, Bakast Dispute Settle-
ment Act, 1947, Rent Reduction Operations, etc. Two other measures
were conceived with a view to establish direct relations between the
State and the tiller of the soil, viz., the Bihar State Management 'of
Estates Bill, 1947, and the Bihar State Acquisition of Zamindaris Bill,
1947.  Two years later the Bihar State Management of Estates and
Tenures Act, 1949 (Bihar Act XXI of 1949) was passed. The val{d}ty
of some of these Acts was challenged in court. The Bihar Abolition
of Zamindaris Act, 1948, received the assent of the Governor-General
on the 6th July, 1949. The validity of this Act was challenged and
while petitions were pending in the High Court the State Act was
repealed by the Bihar Legislature and another measure called the
Bihar Land Reforms Bill, 1949, was introduced in the month of
December, 1949. The above Bill wag passed and became later as the
Bihar Land Reforms Act, 1950, on the 25th September, 1950, and was
published in the Bihar Gazette Fetraordinary of that date.

The Land Reforms Act wag also challenged by some of the land-
lords of the State. Parts of this Act were declared ulira vires by the
Patna High Court. The Constitution was amended by the Constitu-
tion Amendment Act, 1952. Even after the amendment of the
Constitution the Act wag challenged but the Supreme Court declared
the Act to be inira vires except for some minor sections. Government
decided at first to take over the big estates and tenures having gross
annual income exceeding Rs. 50,000. In pursuance of this decision of
Government several estates of this status were nptxﬁed. ' Thg State
Government later decided to take over the entire zamindaris and
intermediaries. ~Under the provisions of section 3(b) of the Bihar
T.and Reforms Act all the estates and all the tenures had passed to and
became vested in the State with effect from the 26th January, 1955, as

mentioned before.
ABOLITION OF ZAMINDARI.
The implementation of the provisiong of the Liand Reforms Act

involved a lot of difficulties at the initial sfage for the local administra-
tion. There were speculative transactions on the part of many of the
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landlords and the tenants for whose benefit the Act wag passed were
also not always responsive.

The collection by the Collector at the beginning has been some-
what poor due to various reasons. The outgoing landlords had in
most cases realised rents for the period subsequent to the date of the
vesting of their estateg in Government. Tenants also had readily
paid rents to the outgoing landlords as the latter had allowed a hand-
some remission ranging from 4 annas to 8 annas per rupee. Out of
the Government share of rent it was found that the outgoing landlords
had realised a very big percentage from the tenants. The Land
Reforms Section had to take necessary steps for the realisation of this
amount from the outgoing landlords.  The outgoing landlordg also did
not file the village papers of all the villages and the tenants too were
not agreeable to produce rent receipts as a result of which the collection
work was very much handicapped.

The fact that there has been no recent Survey and Settlement
Operations was an impediment. The Land Reforms Section in the
Collectorate had immediately to take up field bujharat for the purpose
of bringing up-to-date the records-of-rights. The Tauzi and Cess Depart-
ment were converted into Rent and Cess Departments. The Regis-
tration Department had to fade away. The Land Reforms Section
of the district was further entrusted with the agricuitural statistics,
execution of minor irrigation and improvement schemes, local develop-
ment work, besides collection of rent and cess, etc. For the sake of
revenue administration each police-station is formed a revenue jurisdic-
tion called anchal under an officer to be called Anchal Adhikari except
m case of police-stations which are big ones consisting of two anchals.
In each anchal there is a Circle Inspector under the Anchal Adhikari.
Each anchal is divided into halkas and each halka ig placed under the
jurisdiction of a revenue subordinate called Karamchari. It is expected
that the number of Gram Panchayat halkas will be near about one
thousand, each halka comprising a Gram Panchayat. The halka has
been formed on the basis of population roughly on a wunit of 3,000
persong and an area of 5 square miles.

The implementation of the L.and Reforms Act in abolishing the
zamindari has not bad a sufficient experiment to make a correct
appraisal of the impact on the economic condition of the people. We
are far too close to the great experiment which has been taken up with
the sole idea of bringing more relief to the tenantry. At the initial
stage there are bound to be a certain amount of opposition, possible
mistakes owing to the inexperience of the staff and the possibility of
some corruption at the lower level particularly cannot be eschewed.
But there cannot be two opinions regarding the broad-based policy
which has brought in land reforms.

One of the criticisms of the land reforms has been the delay in
paying the compensation to the landlords. . The delay is because of
the necessity of a bujharat of the papers and this is partially due to the
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non-co-operating attitude of the landlords in not making over a com-
plete set of papers of their kutchery. There bhave also been certain
unfortunate changes in the set up for the working of the Land
Reforms Act. At first it was decided that estates having an income
of Rs. 50,000 and above should be taken over. 'Work had started
according to this set up. But now all the zamindaris have been taken
over and naturally there has been an additional strain due to the change
in the set up. The collection of rent and cess has been taken up in the
vested estates through Karamcharis and sairats(18) had been made by
public auction with the highest bidders. ~The kuicheries and tahsil
offices of vested estates have also been taken over. Educational
institutions, hospitals and dispensaries, hitherto run by landlords are
now being maintained by Government out of the Improvement Grant.
The expenditure over such institutions is, however, for the present,
limited to the amount which the outgoing landlordg used to spend.
Traprovement works, such as desilting of ~tanks, repair of kutchery
buildings, construction and repair of roads, hridges and culverts, ete.,
have been taken up for the benefit of the tenantry.

The Land Reforms Act ig the fore-runner of other reforms which
are on the anvil in connection with the problem of land distribution,
regulation of rent, co-operative farming, etc. ~ After the complete
abolition of intermediaries, it will be necessary to enact tenancy
reformg in order to give full security of tenure to the tenants and to
stop the various types of evictiong and ejectments which may have
been done by the outgoing landlords. Some steps, as indicated
before, have already been taken to meet this problem. Personal
cultivation hag also to be regulated. At the moment, there ig no
Jimit to the extent of lands that one can hold for personal cultivation
although it is not physically possible for him to look after it. A
ceiling on agricultural holdings will have to be fixed sometime or other
as a necessary corollary to the land reforms movement. ~ The First
Five-Year Plan drawn up by India Government had laid down that the
rate of rent exceeding one-fourth or one-fifth of the produce should be
regarded as requiring special justification. The movement of co-operative
farming has not yet been taken up. The Bhoodan Movement spon-
gored by Acharya Vinoba Bhave has taken up the question of distribut-
ing land to the landless labourers.  Although no spectacular results
have been obtained for bhoodan in Muzaffarpur district, the movement
has had a sobering effect.

It has been correctly held that merely enacting progressive land
reforms will not be enough and that there should be a proper and
efficient administration for implementing the land laws so that the diffi-
culties and harassment to those who sre the beneficiaries are
reduced to the minimum. There has got to be a clean and
honest adminigtration particularly at the village level a8 other-
wise, much of the value of progressive land reforms will be lost.
The Second Five-Year Plan has also laid down a clear picture regard-
ing the land reforms that have yet to be introduced. The basic ideg is that
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the Bhoodan Movement as well ag Government legislation should be
able to solve the complicated land problems in our country.

DEVELOPMENT WORK.

The change over of the character of the administrative set up into
that of a Welfare State that has been indicated before has brought in
a large number of projects to develop the resources of the district.
A brief review of the work done under some of the items will be of
interest.  There hag been a great encouragement, as mentioned
before, to develop the irrigation and drainage of the district from 1950.
The Tand Revenue Administration Reports make out that in the
vear 1951-52, 132 wells, 2 tanks, 2 bundhs, 5 pynes and 5 medium
irrigation schemes at a total cost of Rs. 1,53,5649 were executed under
Private Irrigation Works Aect. In 1952-53, 11 pynes, 4 bundhs and
6 sluice gates at a total cost of Rs. 67,586 were executed. Under
Private Irrigation Works Act, 216 projectg were completed at a total
cost of Rs. 8,79,716. In 1953-54, 33 medium irrigation works consist-
ing of a number of pynes, bundhs and sluice gates were executed at a
cost of Rs. 1,22,959. Under Private Irrigation Works Act, 189 projects
were completed at a cost of Rs. 3,00,000. In 1954-55, the Department
of Agriculture had completed a number of pynes, bundhs, etc., at a
cost of Rs. 72,311. In this year under Private Irrigation Works Act,
187 minor schemeg were completed at a cost of Rs. 2,23,003.

As has been mentioned before, this district has not got much of
waste land.  But there are some chaur lands which may be cultivated.
Portiors of the big chaur at Kurhani in Sadar Subdivision were reclaim-
ed in 1954-55. There are some very big chaurs in Hajipur subdivision
but any reclamation of them will involve a huge expenditure.

During the recent years, however, the relations between landlords
and tenants became somewhat strained. This was due fo the fact
that there were amendments to the Bihar Tenancy Act in 1954-55 for
the purpose of securing to bataidars the right of occupancy and the
enforcement of the Bihar Land Reforms Act. The landlords, on the
face of the Bihar Land Reforms Act, tried to obtain and hold as much
as possible of their gairmazurua malik and khas and similar lands in
their khas possession to save them from the operation of section 6 of
Bihar Tand Reforms Act, 1950. The lands given on batai or as jagir
for personal services were attempted to be taken back under khas
possession.  All this naturally led to a certain amount of strained
relationship between the landlords and the tenants.  In 1952-58, &
““ No Rent Campaign >’ was lodged by the Socialist Party and others
but had very little effect on the collection of rent.
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CHAPTER XV.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

In the last one hundred years there have been several administrative
changes. Sarkar Tirhut consisting of the present districts of Muzaffar-
pur and Darbhanga previously was under the jurisdiction of the Com-
missioner of Bhagalpur Division. As a result of the Santhal revolt
under the Commissionership of Bhagalpur it was felt that the Commis.
sioner of Bhagalpur should be given some relief. It was further felt
that the district of Tirhut needed more assistance in inspection parti-
cularly in regard to its police administration. The work of the Commis-
sioner of Patna was held to be lighter and the district of Tirhut was
transferred to the Patna Commissionership in 1856.

The notification of the Gazette transferring this jurisdiction was
published on the 15th October, 1856 and communicated in letter no. 731,
dated the 15th October, 1856, by W. Grey to the Officiating Secretary,
Board of Revenue.

Tirhut district was considered rather unwieldy and it was divided
into two in 1875, the western portion being constituted the district of
Muzaffarpur and the eastern portion being formed into a separate
district, called Darbhanga after the name of its headquarters. The
name Tirhut is still, however, used as a convenient appellation for the
country included in these two districts.

Tirhut Division consisting of Muzaffarpur, Saran, Champaran and
Darbhanga districts was separated from Patna Division on the 18th
November 1908.  The reasons were administrative and the old records
show that there was a controversy whether the newly-formed division
be called Muzaffarpur Division or Tirhut Division, The headquarters
of Tirhut Division was located in Muzaffarpur town which is also the
headquarters of the district of Muzaffarpur.

The last District Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur (1907) describes the
administrative set up of the district as follows :—

“ The administration of the distriet ig in charge of the Collector
under the Commissioner of Patna Division; and for general
administrative purposes it is divided into three subdivisions
with headquarters at Muzaffarpur, Hajipur and Sitamarhi.
The headquarters subdivision is under the direct super-
vision of the Collector, while each of the other two suh-
divisions is in charge of a Subdivisional Officer exercising
the powers of a Deputy Collector in revenue matters,
At Muzaffarpur the Collector is assisted by a staff of
Deputy Collectors consisting generally of five officers. In
addition to this staff, there are two officers engaged on
special branches of work, viz., a Special Deputy Colleetor
in charge of Excise and Income-tax, and a Deputy
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Collector employed on partition work. An Assistant
Magistrate and one or two Sub-Deputy Collectors are also
generally posted to the headquarters station, and in the
cold weather a Joint Magistrate is deputed there. ~ The
Subdivisional Officers of Hajipur and Sitamarhi are also
usually assisted by a Sub-Deputy Collector. *’

In the paragraph quoted above, it was mentioned that the head-
quarters subdivision was under the direct supervision of the Collector.
Now the headquarters subdivision, known as the Sadar subdivision, ha?
been placed under a Subdivisional Officer like the other Subdivisiona.
Officers for Hajipur and Sitamarhi. There has been an enormous
expansion of administrative work and a very large number of qﬁt:lcersi,
are now posted at both the district headquarters and at the subdivisiona
headquarters. Income-tax is now a Central subject.  There has been
an increase in the staff under the District Magistrate to cope with the
expansion of administrative activities and particularly because of the
aims of the Welfare State now.

e present district of Muzaffarpur has an area .of 3,018 square
.mileggndpa, population of 35,20,739 souls. The .cw-ll and. re\;enue
administration of the district is in charge of the District Magistrate or
Collector who is under the administrative control of the Commissioner
of Tirhut Division with headquarters at Muzaffarpur town. The Dlst_rlx);:t
Magistrate is the pivot of the district administration. He is responsible
for the maintenance of law and order and co-ordinates the various
administrative departments while exercising an over-all _supen'rlsmlr\l{ over
them. The police administration is directly under the District .ag'ls;
trate. With the separation of the executive and judiciary, the Distric
Magistrate has been divested of a part of his magisterial function but
is not totally absolved of it. He is also the revenue chief for,the district
and with the abolition of zamindari, the District Magistrate's functl'ons
as the revenue chief has become all the more important and engrossing.
The present policy of the State Government is to evolve into a Welfare
Btate and the various development_schemes that have bepq 'launched in
pursuit of this policy are the special trust and responsibility of the
District Magistrate. Various new schemes like Community Projects,
Development Blocks, Basic Education and other projects under the
First and Second Five-Year Plans, etc., I}&Vg been taken up. The
District Officer has to see that they are being implemented.

al administrative purposes, the district is divided into
threeFﬁflitgseI];irown as subdivisions with headquarters at Mu?aﬁarpul.',
Hajipur and Sitamarhi. The District Magistrate or the Collector is
assisted by an Additional Collector who generally looks-after the r:e:en:e
and development work under the control of the District Magis ra; e{i
Each of the subdivisions is under a Subdivisional Officer who lis veSs «la)
with magisterial powers besides his revenue jurisdiction. TbeD ut-
divisional Officers are assisted by Deputy Collectors and Sub-Deputy
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Collectors, some of whom are Magistrates. At each of the subdivisionsg,
there is a Deputy Collector incharge of the Tand Reforms and develop-
ment work. He is placed under the Additional Collector. The ILand
Reforms Deputy Collector is responsible for implementing the land
reforms policy of the State Government and to collect revenue. Each
of the revenue subdivisions is divided into several circles which are
under the officers known as Anchal Adhikaris. Details of the machinéry
for Land Revenne Administration are to be found in a separate chapter.

Porige.

The district police administration is under the Superintendent of
Police who is under the administrative control of the District Magis-
trate. The Superintendent of Police 1 directly responsible for main-
taining law and order. His headquarters is at Muzaffarpur. He is also
under the administrative control of the Deputy Inspector-General of
Police of the Northern Range, the headquarters of which is at
Muzaffarpur.

For police purpose, the district is divided into 5 police circles whieh
fall in the three subdivisions. There are altogether 26 police-stationg
and 4 police outposts in the district. They are as follows :—

Cireles. Police-stations. Qutposts,
Muzarpanron (Sapan) SUBDIVISION,
1. A division (1} Muzaffarpur (Sadar).

(2} Muzafferpur (town).
(3) Kurhani.
(4) Kanti.
2. B division (5) Minapur.
(6) Sskrs.
{7y Paru.
{8) Sahebganj Hatha, Benibad,
(8) Barursj.
(10) Katra.
Hastrur SuspIvision.
8. Hajipur {11y Hajipur.
{12) Mahus.
(18} Raghopur.
(14) Lalgunj.
(15} Mshnar Goraul, Biddupur,
{18) Pateypur.
SITAMAREI SUBDIVISION.
4. Sitamarhi (17) Sitamarhi,
(18) Bairagnia.
(19) Majorgan].
{20) Belasnd.
(23) Runi Saidpur.
(22) Shechsr.
5, Sursang {23} Sursand,
(24) Pupri.
{25) Bonbarea.
{26) Bela,
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The police organization for the district of Muzaffarpur in 1956
consisted of one Superintendent of Police, three Deputy Superintendents
of Police, one Sergeant-Major, six Inspectors, two Sergeants, 57 Sub-
Inspectors, 58 Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 38 Havildars and 892 Constables.
Timely additions or depletions to this staff were made to suit adminis-
trative exigencies.

The rural force consists of dafadars and choukidars who hold inferior
status in the police rank. There are 249 dafadars and 3,435 chaukidars in
the district. Each village has got one or more chaukidars who look
after the police work in the village. The chaukidars are commissioned
to give round duty in their beats during the night and to apprehend
criminals if any. Any anti-social activity detected or reported in a village
will immediately have to be reported to the police thana and the village
chaukidar has his primary responsibility to do this. The chaukidar also
reports the vital statistics, crop statistics and other matters of adminis-
trative interest in detail to the Sub-Inspector of Police incharge of the
police thana. A dafadar is placed above a number of chaukidars and
usually one police circle has got one or mare of dafadars.  Usually the
dafadars are men of certain status and they accept the job more for the
prestige it carries than the actual pay.

From the police staff, it may be mentioned that one police represents
185 square miles and 745.6 persons.

The detailed statistics of crime under the principal heads in the
district for 1944—56 are as follows :—

Year. [Murder. {Dacoity.JRobbery] Burglary. Theft. Riot. Slvi’ l;‘;d'
1944 - 20 85 7 1,171 428 70 22
1945 s 28 43 22 1,134 586 . 2 15
1948 18 62 23 1,398 i 624 96 30
1947 ver 32 73 19 1,405 803 120 11
1948 e 28 71 21 1,680 598 169 7
1949 e 32 42 22 1,155 6551 159 9
1950 ee 33 31 16 1,318 756 134 8
1651 . 30 87 . 27 1,081 784 99 27
1952 e 26 82 . 22 1,082 640 124 21
1658 ee 34 38 24 1,064 701 145 18
1954 o 40 34 22 1,299 732 144 31
1956 o 34 32 13 1,264 698 122 28
1966 o 34 16 1,089 646 112 31

{

GRAM PANCHAYAT.

The organization of the Gram Panchayats in several villages of the
district under the Bihar Panchayat Raj Act, 1947, is a help to the
police organization.

The Gram Panchayats have been authorised to try offences under
certain sections of the Indian Penal Code and also certain sections under
other Acts, buf the responsibility of the Police Department for law and
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order of the villages continues all the same. The organization of village
volunteer force under the Gram Panchayats has been of some help to the
police.  Details of the functions of the Gram Panchayats are to be
found in the chapter under Liocal Self-Government.

HoME GUARDS.

The State Government responded to a general feeling of the people
to have some military training so that they could be useful to the adminis-
tration in any emergency. The partition of the country in 1946 had
brought about various internal disorders and the assistance of the army
in aid of civil power had to be procured to run the normal administration.
It was realized that there should be a volunteer force which would not
only give some military training to the people but also form a line of
defence to fall back upon if there is an emergency. The State Govern-
ment decided to raise a volunteer force to be called the Bihar Home
Guards and the Home Guards Act was first passed in 1947 by the Bihar

Legislature. The particular feature of the organization was its voluntary
character.

The headquarters of the Bihar Home Guards, the office of the Indian
Commandant, Home Guards and the Central Training Camp at Bihta
(Patna) came into being in May, 1948. The first initial training for
three months was imparted to the volunteers in 1948 and during 1948 to
1951, altogether 6,000 trainees were given the initial training. The village
volunteers are also called up once a year for a refresher course lasting for
four weeks. The scheme was extended throughout the State and during
1949—51, 5 battalions were established. Muzaffarpur has the distine-
tion of getting the first battalion headquarters on 1st J anuary, 1949. The
jurisdiction of this battalion extends to the districts of Muzaffarpur, Saran
and Champaran. The battalion is under a Battalion Commandant equal
~ to the rank of a Deputy Superintendent of Police.

Under this battalion, there is a District Home Guards Office for
Muzaffarpur. It has a strength of a few trainee Home Guards. Besides,
there are some permanent Government staff, viz., one Company Com-
mander, two Havildar clerks and one Sepoy Havildar. The Home
Guards of the district are called up for 8 days in a month or 6 days in
an alternate month at their respective district offices.

JAIL.
In the last District Gazetteer O’Malley observes regarding the jails
at Muzaffarpur as follows :—*‘ There is a District Jail at Muzaffarpur

and a subsidiary jail at each of the outlying subdivisional headquarters.
The subsidiary jail at Sitamarhi is reported to be unsuited for the
detention of under-trial or convicted prisoners, and Government has
condemned it and agreed to the construction of a new subsidiary jail.
For a short time this jail was affiliated to the Darbhanga District Jail,
and the Samastipur subsidiary jail to the Muzaffarpur Districy Jail,
but the arrangement did not work well and was given up some years
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ago. The jail at Muzaffarpur has accommodation for 437 prisoners,
distributed as follows :—barracks without separae sleeping accommod_z;-
tion are provided for 290 male conv1cts? 46 ,fgmale convicts, 116 juvenile
convicts, 26 under-trial prisoners, 11 civil prisoners and 13_Europe5&1‘1£,
the hospital holds 27 prisoners; and there are cells for 8 prlsonirs. ! 3
subsidiary jail at Sitamarhi has accommodation for 22 males an16
4 females, and that at Hajipur for 5 under-trial prisoners, 4b ma ;
convicts and one female convict. The total daily average IlllI];l er gé)g
prisoners confined in the District Jail in 1905 was 320, of gtom ko
were males and 81 females; it was 1 ab Hajipur and 19 at f; atrlrlx: oé
The industries carried on at the District Jail are the manu lcth ?a o
mustard oil, castor oil, carpets, matting, aloe fibre, coarse cloth a
dusters. *’ N o _

been a fundamental change in the jail administration.
an? k}?ﬁf}?&, 1942, the district jail.at Muzaﬂ:’a;pur was ralsedh‘to :ﬁg
status of a Central Jail with two affiliated sub-jails at Sltamgrt} nd
Hajipur towns. The present jail at Muzaffarpur has accommodation
1,406 prisoners distributed as follows :—

Capacity—
For male. For female. Total.
22 1,867
o e e L
3: Civil ward 4
Total . 1,383 23 1,406

is i jail i i t a leper ward with
the only jail in the State which has go |

sn aé[::lcl)ﬁuﬁoda?mn fyog 50 leper prisoners. Jhe leper prisoners from all
over the State are kept here and given treatment. .

The subsidiary jail at Sitamarhi has an a.cqommodatmn for 60 male
and 6 female prisoners.  Hajipur subsidiary jail has accommodation for
58 males and two females. o

The main industries at the Central Jail in Muzaffarpur a.ll;e t.gz
manufacture of mustard oil, carpets, durrie, mewar, sheets, D er;y
and soap. The other lines are weaving, laundry, tailoring, carpentry,
cane-work and leather work.

Jail Reforms.

The fundamental ideas regarding jail administration have undergc})ln:
a radical change. The prisoner is now helpe(fl to rilflorqla}lnlmse%fl i:g 1; h?s
useful citizen after release from the jail.
ggjez:ulii z?e:;n seversl reforms have been carried ouf recently. Some
them are listed below :— . - .
) (1) Better type of utensils have been given to the prisoners in
place- of iron cups and plates. - )
(2) The cases of long-term prisoners are reviewed quarterly by
the Provincial Board of Visitors.
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(3) Solitary confinement and very hard labour such as oil-pressing
by prisoners have been abolished.

(4) Newspapers and books at Government cost are now supplied
to even prisoners of Division III.

(5) Facilities for more interviews to the prisoners have now been
allowed. There is now very little restriction on the
prisoners for their correspondence.

(6) Good conduct and good work by way of participating in
mass literacy campaign, etc., are encouraged by more
liberal remission of the jail sentence.

(T) A literacy campaign is a particular feature of the jail now.
There are night schools in the jail. Prisoners are also
allowed a certain amount of smoking at their own cost.
Amenities like radios and gramophones have been provided.

Punishments.

The following are the figures of convictions from 1948—56 :—

Year. Magistrate Sessions Panchayat Total,
Courts. Courts. Courts.
|

1048 .. . 461 ' 195 . 856
1949 .. .. 601 322 . 923
1950 .. .. 507 ] 234 - .. 741
1951 .. . 407 109 1 517
1952 .. .. 844 ) 258 . 1,146
1953 .. .. 799 : 345 .. 1,144
1954 .. .. 814 347 . 1,191
1965 .. .. 797 334 ! .. 1,131
1956 .. . 948 398 1 .. I 1,346

CriviL JUSTICE.

The permanent judicial staff entertamned for the administration of
Civil Justice consists of the District Judge, two Subordinate Judges and
three Munsifs at Sadar and two Munsifs at each of the two subdivisional
headquarters of Hajipur and Sitamarhi in the district. But in view of
the abnormal increase in the number of civil cases, two Additional
Subordinate Judges and three Additional Munsifs at the district head-
quarters and two temporary Courts of Additional Munsifs at Hajipur
are temporarily employed. Out of the three temporary Courts of
Additional Munsifs at Sadar, one is employed exclusively for the disposal
of execution and miscellaneous cases arising out of execution cases.

For checking corruption and giving better facilities to the litigant
public, the Registrar system was first introduced in this judgeship in
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1945 on a temporary basis. The post of Registrar has become perma-
nent. He assists the District Judge in digposing of matters pertaining
o administration.

Decennial average of annual statistics of civil suits during the

decade from 1901—10 to 1941—51 and annual statistics for 1951 to
1955 in the Judgeship of the district are given below :—

i )
i Number of insolvent § 3 l £F
i petitions presented g8 o5
Total num- | mpoier by debtor. fé . k-
-
Period, b::it‘;f value . = .‘g'g .
instituted. of suits. | Under Not under | § E o~ % 3
arrest or | arrest or 28 (8 E 2
imprison- | imprison- | 3§ % 218 o
ment, | ment. é gS Q,S 5
}
1901—1910 .. 23,056°2 |2,45,24,982.1 62 92 . 63
10111920 .. | 21,7772 | 39,39,800°7 57 18-2 : 95
19211930 .. | 22,4218 | 65,25,197-1 82 | 33 4! 138
1931—1040 .. 31,8582 52,34,422 96 | 384 8 225
19411960 .. 18,6831°4 | 71,02,358°9 17 i 4'8 . 37
Annual figures
for-—
1951 ..| 89281 66,865,272 . 1
1952 .. 11,2556 | 98,85,358 1 2
1953 .. 11,252 70,46,586 . 3 1 1
1954 .e 10,826 54,82,637 .
1958 .. 10,560 59,22,474 1 1

CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

Regarding criminal justice O’Malley mentions thus in the District
Gazetteer of Muzaffarpur (1907) : *° Criminal Justice is administered
by the District and Sessions Judge, the District Magistrate and the
various Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates at the headquarters and
subdivisional stations. The district of Champaran is also included
within the limits of the Muzaffarpur Sessions Division and of the juris-
diction of the Court of the District Judge; but the Court of Sessions for
cases committed from Champaran is held at Motihari, the headquarters
of that district. The sanctioned staff at Muzaffarpur consists, in addition
to the District Magistrate, of 4 Deputy Magistrates of the first class and
one Deputy Magistrate of the second or third class.  Besides these
officers, an Assistant Magistrate and one or two Sub-Deputy Magistrates
exercising second or third class powers are generally posted there. The
Subdivisional Officers at Hajipur and Sitamarhi are almost invariably
officers vested with tirst class powers, and they are usually assisted by
Sub-Deputy Magistrates of the second class. There are also Benches of
Honorary Magistrates at Muzaffarpur (15 members) and at Hajipur and
Sitamarhi (6 members each), all of which exercise second class powers.
Tn all there are 27 Honorary Magistrates of whom eight are authorised

to sit singly.”
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There have been two notable changes since these observations were
I'nafie.' The district of Champaran has now been excluded from the
jurisdiction of Muzaffarpur.  Champaran has now got a separate
judiciary for the administration of Criminal Justice. The other notable
change is the gradual introduction of the scheme of separation of
Executive and Judicial functions from July, 1952. Since then cases of
petty and executive nature only are tried by the Magistrates in
the executive service who are under the control of the District
Magistrate and the rest are tried by the Munsifs and Judicial Magis-
trates who are under the administrative control of the District ;nd
Sessions Judge.

The district head of the judiciary is the District and Sessions Judge
who is assisted by two Assistant Sessions Judges. Since after the intro-
duction of the separation of the Judiciary and Executive a number of
Judicial Magistrates, Munsif Magistrates and Honorary Magistrates
have been placed under the administrative control of the Distriet Judge.
The Munsif Magistrates, Judicial Magistrates, Honorary Magistrates
both at the district headquarters and at the subdivisions have been vested
with the necessary magisterial powers.

Statistics of Criminal Justice showing the decennial average annual
figures for the decades 1901—10 to 1941—50 and annual figures for
1951—55 are given below :—

Number of Number of
casges, Number of persons, witnesses.
Acquitted
. or dis- Convicted.
Period, In charged. I Remarks,
In ses-| Ma- .
gions | gis- Ses- Magis.
Courts|trates’ sions. [trates,
Courts| Ses- [Magis-| Ses- [Magis- |
gions.|trates,|sions. |trates.

1901—10 472} .. | 369 .. | 686 .. 3526

1911—20! 49-3 .. | 624 .. | 821 o (4797 ..

192130 40°2 R ) o7 .. 69 .. 6262 ..

1931—40; 53°9 .. | 872 .. 1036 .. 7878} ..

1941—60106-9 .. (3304 .. (1783 .. (1,451 .. |Figures of Magisterial
Courts  have been
given from the 1st

Annual July, 1952 the day

figures of separation of Ex-
for— ecutive and Judicial
functions here,

1961 .. 911 .. 308 .. 114 .. 1,174} ..

1082 .. 94 {1,078 | 363 {3,290 | 140 {1,017 (1,395 8,005

1983 .. 87 3,683 | 357 (8,271 | 147 (2,061 |1,355 (18,087

1954 .. | 104 [3,113 | 307 (8,175 | 126 |2,208 (1,219 (14,788

1955 .. 98 (3,060 | 253 (8,954 | 105 2,428 |1,140 {17,030
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INCOME-TAX.

[

There is an Income-tax Office at Muzaffarpur. Usually there is
one Income-tax Officer and one Additional Income-tax Officer for the
district. The Income-tax Circle of Muzaffarpur has jurisdiction over the
whole of the district but particular cases belonging to different categories
are under the Income-tax Officer, Special Circle Investigation, Patna.
The two Sugar Factories are assessed by the Income-tax Officer, Special
Circle Investigation, Patna. Some of the engineering concerns and the
Muzaffarpur Electric Supply Company, Ltd., are assessed at Calcutta.
In view of the special notification under section 5(TA) of the Income-
tax Act, assessments are also made outside the State for some of the
concerns as they have their principal place of business outside the State.
Some of the important cloth firms and rice mills are agsessed by the
Income-tax Officer, Special Circle, Patna. Income-tax is a Central

subject.

The district is important and noted for a large business in distribu-

tion of consumer goods, such as, cloth, grains, sp?ces, etc. The cloth
business in Muzaffarpur district is very well qrga,ms‘ec.l.. There are also
quite a few flourishing rice mills in Sitamarhi subdivision.

The following are details of the classes of assessees :—

| 1046. | 1947- | 1948- | 1949-| 1950- | 1951- | 1952-
- ‘19“‘461 a7, |48, | a9, | s0. | 81. | 62. | 83.
1 2 ] 3 | 4 ; 5 | 6 l 7 8 9
) !
Individusl .. | 421! 48s| s25| 475 | 515 455 | 545 | 535
H.U. F. 046 | 072 | 964 | 575 | 600 | 630 | 745 | 647

Assooiation of persons, firms 556 75 80 99 | 115 | 101 | 158 ; 171

and companies.

!

The following are the position of the demands :—

1945-46J1946-47. 1047.48./19048-49./1949-50. |1950-51. 1951-52.!1952-53.
} !

1 2 3 4 6 8 7 8 ' 9

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Ras. Rs. | Rs.
Individual .. ! 60,636 55,041 | 59,433 (1,03,421 2,66,742/2,15,723|1,25,421° 95,164

H.U. F. '8,97,313 7,48,52516,42,6117(6,98,557|8,45,358(0,46,480(9,13,727 6,05,644
Association of | 26,480 | 20,420 | 30,725 | 94,724 11,25,42211,06,425) 86,484 | 45,425

persons, firms
and compén-
ies. )

14 8 Rev.
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The Income-tax Officers of Muzaftfarpur district are under the
administrative control of the Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax,
Northern Range, Muzaffarpur.  This range has its jurisdiction for the
whole of Tirhut Division. For appellate purpose, the Income-tax
Officers of Muzaffarpur are under the jurisdiction of the Appellate
Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and Orissa, with his
headquarters in Patna,

COMMERCIAL TAXES.

The District Commercial Taxes Office is in charge of the Superin-
tendent of Commercial Taxes. He has his assistants to help him. Two
more circles have been created for Sitamarhi and Hajipur subdivisions
in 1950 and 1953 respectively. There is ap Assistant Commissioner for
Commercial Taxes who has the jurisdiction over the whole of the Tirkut
Division and is in supervisory capacity for the Muzaffarpur Sales Tax
Office.

The Commercial Taxes Department deals with 6 items of taxes,
namely, (1) Sales tax, (2) Agricultural Income-tax, (3) Entertainment
tax, (4) Motor Spirit tax, (5) Electricity Duty, and (6) Passengers
and Goods Transport charges. An account of these is given below.

(1) Sales Tax.

The Bihar Sales Tax Act came into force with effect from the 1st
October, 1944. The number of dealers registered under this Act was
2,616 in 1951-52 but the number is gradually decreasing. In 1955-56,
there were only 1,091 registered and 214 unregistered dealers. The
collection of Sales Tax during 1949-50 to 1956-57 is as follows :—

Year. Collections.
Rs.
1949-50 e e .. 19,18,620
1950-51 s . . 21,84,033
1951-52 25,21,145
1952-53 24,01,719
1953-54 24,80,251
1954-55 24,26 ,472
1955-56 e . e 22,47 846
1956-57 24,15,103

The collection from this source is mostly from cloth, foodgrains and
kirana goods.

(2) Agricultural Income-tax.

Agricultural Income-tax Act was brought into effect in October,
1988, but the administration was transferred to the Commercial Taxes
Department since 1st May 1944.

There has been a fall both in the number of assessees and in the
collection in recent years. This is due to the fact that because of the
Land Reforms Act, many big cultivators had distributed their lands
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among the members of the family and so the number of big farmers
assessable with this tax came down. The collection of "agricultural
income-tax from 1949-50 to 1956-57 is as follows :—

Year. Collection.
Rs.
1949-50 S 3,52,910
1950-51 e .- . 3,81,947
1951-52 3,28,964
1952-53 3,29,107
1953-54 2,42,675
1954-55 s vee e 2,62,443
1955-56 1,25,112
1956-57 97,268

The rise in the collection figure for 1950-51 was due to the realisa-
tion of arrears in certain cases filed in the previous years. Some of the
assessees took steps to declare themselves separate from each other and
there was a consequent decrease in the collection.

(8) Entertainment Taz.

Since 1st April, 1948 the administration of the Bihar Entertamment
Tax Act, 1937, has been entrusted to the Commercial Taxes Depart-
ment. The collection figures from 1949-50 to 1956-57 are as follows :—

Year. Collection.
Rs.
1949-50 1,85,294
1950-51 2,05,450
1951-52 1,45,054
1952-53 2,13,932
1953-54 2,13,405
1954-55 2,24,179
1955-56 s e e 2,928,121
1956-57 . . e 2.57.616

(4) Motor Spirit Tax.

The administration of the Bihar Motor Spirit Tax came to the
Department of Commercial Taxes on the 1st April, 1949. The number
of dealers and the collections have been on the increase. In 1951-52,
there were 16 dealers under this Act but in 1956-57, there were 25. The
total collections from 1949-50 to 1956-57 are as follows :—

Year. Collection.
Rs.
1949-50 e 90,701
1950-51 95,764
1951-52 vee . .. 1,083,096
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Year. , Collection.

Rs.
1952-53 1,14,013
1953-54 1,98,576
1954-55 2,28,506
1955-56 2,34,298
1956-57 2,566,546

(5) Electricity Duty.

The Bihar Electricity Duty Act came into force on the 1st October,
1948. The collection figures from 1949-50 to 1956-57 are as follows :—

Year. Collection.
Rs.
1949-50 28,372
1950-51 36,227
1951-52 36,773
1952-53 e 35,292
1953-54 .o - vee 46,668
1954-55 57,430
1955-56 58,199
1956-57 74,920

There has been an expansion of the electric system and this is the
reason why there has been a gradual increase in the collections.

(6) Passengers and Goods Transport Act.

Thbe Bihar Passengers and Goods Transport Act came into force
from the 1st April, 1950. The total collections from 1950-51 to 1956-57
are as follows :-—

Year. Collection.
Rs.
1950-51 4,274
1951-52 7,574
1952-53 24,732
1953-54 e . 58,435
1954-55 .. . v 55,576
1955-56 e .. e 54,365
1956-57 57,846

The increase in the collections is due to the increase in the number
of buses, taxis and trucks within the district.

REGISTRATION.

- There are 15 Registration Offices under Act XVI of 1908. At
Muzaffarpur the District Sub-Registrar deals with documents presented
for registration there and assists the District Magistrate, who is

‘the quinquennium ending
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ex-officio Registrar, in supervising the work of the rural Sub-Regigtiars
ho are in charge of other registration offices. ~ The statement below
:;mws the number of documents registered and receipt and expenditure

at each office in 1956 :—

Number of ' |
I\iﬁz o documents Receipt. Expenditure.
. registered.
Rs. Rs.
5,808
ffarpur 17,482 9,01,291 85,
g%?:r::larhri) e 6,323 34,762 lg,zgg
Parihar 6,063 25,110 8,199
Sheohar e 4,622 26,593 11,748
Belsand - e 6,642 37,936 ‘ 10’882
Hajipur v 5,994 43,028 0,852
Mahnar 5,368 34,492 11,152
Lalganj 5,589 32,936 s 2
ah 10,341 58,323 14,84
P 10,088 54,532 14,920
s 6.866 31,203 19,024
AL 5,945 98,916 10,387
gl?:;ia - 5,573 27 A50 97)583
':Bhulani e 4,004 19,663 : ,243
Barhawara Dheng ... 3,414 20,919 ,
Total 1,04,814 6,77,149 1,838,081

isti I ipts and expenditure
tatistics of the number of deeds registered, receip
;[:1; :h: l’:recled(s) in the different quinquennium from 1907 to 1956 are
given at pages 214—16. o
mber of documents registered in the district during
T e 6 in 1956 was 5,16,350 as against 5,69é037 in
i 1 ting to 9.3 per
ding five years, there being a decrease amoun )
zl;;tPre"I:.‘iel iason‘zf the decrease was due to the fall in the? price of
foodgrains and shortage of cash in the markets. The qumquenmggn;
ending in 1951 ghowed an increage of .9 per ‘cent when 5,{59, §
documents ‘were registered during the period against 5,18,672 in the
receding five years, i.e., 1942—46. The increase was pa?tly due to
Bise in price of foodgrains and also to the fact that the zamindars settled
their zirat lands with the tenants because of zamindari abolition scheme

of the Government. .
‘ i ing the quinquenniuu
h e number of deeds registered during the quinquenn
19123‘-186 3;22a§8,994 as against 57,330 in the preceding five years, i.e.,
during the quinquennium 1907—11, the increase amounting to 2.9 per,
cent, The average number of deeds registered annually during the
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quinquennium 1917—21 was 75,746 as against 58,994 in the preceding
five years, there being an increase amounting to 28.3 per cent. The
average number of deeds registered annually during the quinquennium
1932—386 was 69,821 as against 81,593 in the preceding five years, there
being a decrease amounting to 14.4 per cent. The annual average
number of deeds registered during the quinquennium 1937—41 was
80,124 as against 69,821 in preceding five years, there being an increase
amounting to 14.7 per cent. In the quinquennium 1942—46 there was
an increase of 29.4 per cent when average number of 1,083,784 deeds
were registered annually. The average number of deeds registered
during the quinquennium 1947—51 was 1,13,819 as against 1,08,734 in
the preceding five years, there béing an increase amounting to 9.7 per
cent while the average number of deeds registered during the quinquen-
nium 1952—56 was 1,083,270 as against 1,183,819 in the preceding five
years, there being a decrease amounting to 9.3 per cent.

Thus 1t s noticed that on the average the incidence of registration
of the deeds has gradually increased excepting the quinquenniums 1922—
26, 1932—36 and 1952—56 when the trend had been reversed by 1,
14.4 and 9.3 per cent respectively.

The average number of deeds registered annually during the quin-
quennium 1947 to 1951 was 1,13,819 as against 57,330 in quinquennium
1907 to 1911, the increase being 90.8 per cent. The quinquennium
1952—56 saw a decrease of 9.3 per cent when average number of deeds
registered annually was 1,083,270 as against 1,183,819 in the preceding
five years. Thus the registration of the deeds has increased by 80 to 85
per cent in these days. Such increase is more due to gradual rise in
the price of foodgrains. It can also be said that the rise in the number
of registration is due to the fact that the creditors have lost faith in
debtors and they do not like to advance any money without getting some
deeds like sale, mortgage bond, etc., registered in their favour. A
statement of the price of lands as calculated from the deeds is given in
Appendix X.

The statement below shows the number of documents registered
with the receipt and expenditure from the year 1907 to 1956 :—

Year. Number of deeds Total receipt. Total
registered. expenditure.
Rs. Rs.

1907 s 56,830 61,283 26,604
1908 e 56,863 63,436 30,385
1909 e 70,937 75,740 29,849
1910 e 48,824 57,541 27,400
1911 53,197 63,021 28,758
1912 - 51,256 61,367 28,201

1913 e 55,244 65,875 29,601

Year.

1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1983
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
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Number of deeds Total receipt.

registered.

61,970
69,343
57,158
63,274
62,969
92,508
80,992
79,057
65,145
78,040
78,117
82,262
76,055
85,704
85,141
80,786
80,749
75,588
75,078
71,647
60,132
67,079
75,173
78,418
74,380
82,870
80,098
84,857
88,804
1,31,189
1,06,121
99,350
93,258
1,11,442
1,08,839
1,04,875
1,21,824
1,22,117
1,04,088
1,18,704
97,768
96,476
1,04,314

Rs.
74,819
81,032
72,141
79,887
72,449

1,10,279
1,01,085
1,03,203
1,23,7711
1,66,202
1,59,087
1,76,400
1,75,303
2,01,233
2,05,878
1,92,637
1,86,838
1,57,135
1,50,996
1,50,652
1,38,978
1,59,958
1,65,758
1,70,015
1,61,485
1,76,527
1,738,753
1,80,880
1,97,907
3,711,982
413,122
4,94 317
4,38,022
5,62,135
5,95,628
7,80,974
8,61,944
8,298,493
7,27,820
7,738,341
6,44,701
6,15,444
6,77,149

215

Total
expenditure.

Rs.

33,179
36,450
33,736
32,775
34,212
41,100
46,218
53,146
49,491
56,338
56,538
61,134
65,365
68,202
64,929
66,244
78,302
69,420
60,443
60,253
62,323
62,130
65,308
68,318
70,815
71,551
78,734
77,536
75,419
97,149
99,977
1,18,063
1.40,461
1,43,881
1,61,537
1,76,543
1.93,607
2,17,668
1,92,294
9,08,704
1,97,795
1,84,269
1,88,081
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Th
e statement below shows the average number of deeds registered

with percentage of i
1907 to 1936 g~ increase aud decrease of each quinquennium from

Average number Percentage Percentage

Year.
T ot_‘ deeds of of
, registered, increase. decrease,

1007—1911 = -
19121916 .. . Ay 29

.. 58,994
19121916 . . 58,994
10171921 .. . 75746 } 283 -
19171921 . 75,
19221926 . ‘053

. . 74,923 1
10221926 g 74,923
19271931 . Ny 81:593} 89
19271931 y . 81,503
19321936 .. . 69,821 } 144
1932—1936 . . 69 821
19371941 iy - 80,124 } 147
1937—1941 . . 80,124
19421946 . . 103734 } 294
19421946 . .. 1,0373¢
1947—1951 . . 1:13:819} 97
19471951 . 1,13,81
1952—1956 ‘ T Yosan ’
. .. 103,270 93
1907—1912 .. 57,330
1947—1951 .. . 113819 } 90'8
1907—1912 . 57,3301 '
19521956 . .. 103270 } 81
ExcisE.

Dist;li‘c}:;e h?xc‘ise administration of the ~district is controlled by the
of Bavise zzgltgtrate who is helped in this matter by a Superintendent
also unde Sti ioned at Muzaffarpur. The Superintendent of Excise is
SN fr , 1?' administrative control of the Deputy Commissioner
quar“cer’s f ! it IIS)range and the Commissioner of Excise whose head:
and contrgl I;verattlixae' rexzx.ﬁl: hgepurgosefs of administration, supervision
c s . - rive rom Excise Depart
%itcri;c: g %l?ded in 12 circles, each of which is under thepc}fl;;rl:;l téftgz
Hajipur :né nssﬁizﬁﬁg}h'rrh"sd? re three liquor warehouses at Sadar

i subdivisions d ; ’
Inspectors. At each of isions under _ separato Excise _8ub-

. the subdivisions, there i :

who exercises control over the Ci . there is an Inspector of Excise
: e Cirel - .
incharge of the warehouses as vx:;fl.e Sub-Tnspeotors. ‘The Inspector ,13
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A special staff 18 posted at the porders of Nepal with a view to
check the smuggling of Nepal ganja. There is also & separate special
force at Muzaffarpur Railway Station to detect the smuggling of Nepal

ganja.
The sources of excise revenue in a district are country-spirit,
imported liquor (foreign liquor), toddy (tari), ganja, opium, bhang,
commercial spirit and other miscellaneous excise goods. The statistics
of the revenue from 1945-46 to 1956-57 have been quoted geparately.

Country-spirit.
gpirit shops used to be settled on outstill system.

At first, country-
This was changed in 1918-14 to distillery system. Under this system,

Jiguor warehouses were established at all subdivisional headquarters to
store, blend, reduce, and issue liquor to the shops of the district. In
t shops on suction Was

1950-51, the system of settling country-spiri
changed to sliding gcale system %0 eliminate speculation.
The revenue figures will show that there was a rise in the figure

4} 1949-50. This rise was due to the gradual increase in duty and

license fees. Since 1950-51, the revenue shows & tendency to decline
due to the diminution of the purchasing power of the consumers.

Imported liquor.
The consumption of imported liquor is usnally confined to the urban
areas. The high price of the imported liquor has confined 1ts consump-
tion to the richer class only.

The statistics quoted separa
the revenue from this bead up

tely will show that there was & rise in
to 1949-50. From 1950-51 onwards,
there was a decline. The revenue of 1951-52 recorded an abnormal fall.
The figures in the subsequent years do not show any remarkable rise
and fall in the revenue. The purchasing power of the richer class has

obviously declined.
Toddy (Tari).
The revenue from tari was previously derived from license fees for
ghops settled on guction only. In 1931-32, the tree-tax gystem was

introduced in the district.
The revenue derived from this head reached its peak in 1950-51
when Rs. 20,82,615 was derived from this head alone. There has been

4 decline in revenue gince 1951-52. In 1956-57, the revenue Was
Rs. 17,95,150. The decline would indicate that there was a decline in
the purchasing power of the common man.

Ganja.

The revenue from ganja is derived from duty and license fees. The
fees was introduced in 1950-51. The duty on

sliding scale of license ' '
ganja has steadily been raised to minimise its consumption without the

révenne being affected.
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the licensed shops of the district is nominal.

St e
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There has been a marked decreagse in revenue under this head for
several years prior to 1956-57.

Opium,

The retail price_ of opium has been consistently increased to bring
down‘tthe consumption as far as possible. f
permit was introduced to further cut down its 1

prevent fresh addicts. conmmption. and o

Bhang grows wildly in the rural areas of the district.

Bhang.

In 1951-52, a system of

. Duty and
license fees have been raised from tim i ich i :

: ) e to time to restrict it -
tion without affecting the revenue. “ot bhang fron

The consumption of bhang from

Commercial spirit,

Revenue_ from this source mainly comes from license fees of
denatured spirit including medicated wines.
derived under different heads from 1945-46 to 1956-57 are as follows :—

The statistics of revenue

Impor-

—

Yeanr. C:;?f:y ) li?jor. (g,‘zggy Ganja. Opium. Bhang. c?gﬁg‘iig_hﬁsz?gf" Total.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Rs, Rs. Ra. Ra. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ras. Rs.
1945-46 6,383,322 9447 15,43,140 2,865,455 54,378 1,498 3,414 13,422 25,909,074
1946-47 7,586,510 18,925 17,50,816 3,77,673 179,043 1,903 3,777 17,309 30,04,858
194748 7,339,137 17,941 18,068,908 3,54,861 72,468 1,771 3,660 15,515 30,12,321
1948.49 8,96,085 40,472 19,02,826 3,54,057 66,985 1,790 3,792 16,061 30,82,078
1949-50 7,73,279 66,926 19,55,424 3,17,195 64,107 2,458 3,389 21,5614 32,04,202
1950-51 6,90,749 45,947 20,82,615 2,18,273 62,624 3,613 4,153 31,576 31,39,550
195152 6,39,417% 19,583 19,88,120 2,01,308 45,274 4,766 5,219 28,714 29,32,399
1952-53 5,66,851 23,880 19,57,806 1,24,950 38,190 5,123 12,568 18,477 27,47,723
1953-54 584,263 26,939 19,87,957 95,991 31,500 5,253 13,270 17,443 26,82,616
1854-55 5,08,208 23,071 18,684,801 1,05,561 36,635 5,000 13,344 9,838 25,866,662
1955-56 5,10,506 23,673 17,95,150 69,355 22,248 3,198 13,6905 10,878 24,48,803
1956.57 5,22,327 23,551 18,687,746 60,940 24,801 2,321 15,854 15,519 25,38,013

*With Rs. 50,208 from power alcohol.
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CENTRAL ExCISE,

For the purpose of collection of Central Excise revenue, Muzaffarpur
district is divided into four Central Excise Circles each under a Super-
intendent, viz., Muzaffarpur I and Muzsffarpur II, Hajipur I and
Hajipur II. This is a Central subject.

Muzaffarpur I Circle has jurisdiction over Sakra and Kurhani
police-stations of the Sadar subdivision of Muzaffarpur district.

Muzaffarpur II Circle has jurisdiction over the‘whole Sitamarhi sub-
division and Sadar subdivision excepting Kurhani and Sadar police-
stations of Muzaffarpur district.

Hajipur I Circle has jurisdiction over the whole of Hajipur subdivi-
sion except Pateypur police-station and Mahua police-station excluding
beat nos. 18 to 16.

Hajipur IT Circle has jurisdiction over the whole Pateypur police-
station and Mabua police-station except beat nos. 13 to 16. Muzaffarpur
is also the headquarters of Assistant Collector of Central Excise,
having jurisdiction over the districts of Champaran, Darbhanga, and
Muzaffarpur I and II Circles.

The main excisable commodities grown or manufactured in

Muzaffarpur district are tobacco, sugar, s0ap, and package tea. 12,830
acres were under tobacco cultivation in 1953-54. The Central Excise

revenue in the district in the year 1953-54 was as follows :—

Commodities. Production. Revenue.

Rs.
Tobacco .. .e .. 1,78,42,334 lbs. 25,95,257
Sugar 2. .e .o 3,44,273 cwt, 29,65,860
Soap .o o . 168 cwt. 1,277
Package tea . .. 572 1bs. 193

Since the tobacco cultivation in this district is very heavy, it was
necessary to create four aides for administrative purposes. The tobacco
is sold to districts in South Bibar, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Central India, and Delhi State, for chewing or for manufacturing into
hookah or zarde tobacco.

In 1953 there were 3 sugar factories, one soap factory, one packer
of package tea snd 2,978 tobacco licencees.

Tobacco is also marketed in the district, subdivisional towns and
in the interior. The main kats where tobacco i sald for consumption
within the district are Ghataro, Pojha, Etwarpur, Pakri, Madanpur,
Sarai, Bhatauli, Vaishali, Madarna, Saitha, Chapatta and Pahatea.

Sugar is despatched from the factories according to the quota
released by the Ministry of Food and Agriculture of the Government

of India.
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L.AND REFORMS SECTION.

As mentioned before, the District Magistrate and Collector 1s 1
over-all charge of the Liand Reforms section. He is helped by a senior
officer who is usually designated as an Additional Collector. There are
Land Reforms Deputy Collectors in each of the subdivisions and under
the Liand Reforms Deputy Collector, there are Circle Officers who are
known as Anchal Adhikaris. With the abolition of the zamindari, all
the intermediaries between the tenant and the Government have been
done away with and this throws the entire responsibility for revenue
purposes on the Collector's staff. The direct link between the tenants
and the Government ig established through the Karamcharis who are
incharge of making collection of rent. The work of the subordinate
staff requires constant vigilance particularly in this transitory period.

The Additional Collector is also the District Development Officer.
He co-ordinates the work of the different departments like the Agricul-
ture Department, Animal Husbandry Department, Public Works
Department, etc. at the district level for purposes of implementing the
development schemes. This part of the work under the Second Five-
Year Plan has become extremely important. The District Officer usually
presides over the monthly meetings of the Development Committee
when all the officers meet and discuss the schemes and review the
progress done. The Block Development Officers are incharge of a
number of thanas for purposes of carrying out the development schemes.
The Block Development Officers work under the District Magistrate
through the Additional Collector. /

MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENTS.

Besides the departments mentioned above, there are a large number
of Government departments at district levels. Some of these depart-
ments are Public Works Department (Roads and Buildings, Irrigation),
Public Health Engineering Department, Waterways Division, Klectri-
city Department, Labour Department, Agriculture Department, District
Employment Exchange, Animal Husbandry Department, Industries
Department, Co-operative Department and District Inspector of Schools.

Muzaffarpur being also the divisional headquarters has the Range
Office for some of the Government departments. Some of the Range
Officers are Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Superintending Hngi-
neers (Public Works Department, Irrigation Department, Public Health
Engineering Department, Electricity Department, ete.), Deputy Director
- of Agriculture, Assistant Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, Deputy
Director, Veterinary Services, Assistant Commissioner, Labour, etc.

Some of the departments belonging to the Central Government that
have the offices at Muzaffarpur are Central Excise, Income-tax, Posts
and Telegraphs, Recruiting Office, Central Public Works Department.

Muzaffarpur is the Regional Headquarters of the North Fastern
Railway and a number of Railway offices are located there.

CHAPTER XVIL
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is 1 i ice-station and is about

mbara Chauk.—This js a place in Paru police-statl
four J}lmiles south-west of Vaisali. It is commonly believed to E)e' ﬂll.e
village home of Ambapali who was the famous Court-dancer at Vaisall.

airagnia.—A growing and prosper :
divisagni :ifuated ongthe Nepal frontier on the east bank of Lalbakeya

i ia 1 i i il-seed and timber.
iver. hia is & big trade centre for gram, o

?I‘l‘;i agag?:gr rice mills, It has got a high .school and Gurltllkul
Ashram. Bairagnia is the clearing place for a big merchandise both to

and from Nepal. It is a growing township. . _
. . . . -

Barura}.—There is a police-station —at Baruraj four miles iro
Motipur an::i 92 miles from Muzaffarpur. It is a growing township. f
is 8l ) th-east o
Asthan.—TIt is sitnated about 14 to 15 miles nor

Ha,];inaut:s ?r?x the Hajipur-Jandaha road. A fair is held on the Basant
Panchami and Shivaratri day ab Batesar Asthan every year. The
Shivalingam is placed on a bar tree and the mela attracts a large number

of visitors.

Bela.—A place ne
There used to be a ku
middle English school. 1 i be north

akauni.—A village and police outpost in the nOIrti-
east Efe I:hy gﬁcl;;arhi subdivision,g gituated on the frqntler about & qule
to the west of the Murha, a tributary of the Dhaus river. The orlgmal
name of the village is said to bave been only ]_3ela,. The epithet
Muchpakauni was added on account of the .bad qgahty of .the water, 8s
it is said that any one drinking it for some time will have his moustaches

(muchh) turned grey.

Belsand.—Belsand is the headquarters of a thana by the same
name. The population of Belsand police thana according fo Census of
1951 is 1,19,877. The thana i3 frequently inundated.

There were important indigo concerns in this thana some decades
back. There are no indigo concerns now.

das.—The village of Baniya (with the adjacent tola
ChakClII"g:ng:?is taken to be tge remnants of Vaniyagama. The lands
of the village contain extensive mounds, and some ten years ago two
gtatutes of Jain Tirthankars, one seated, the other standing, were dis-
covered about eight feet below the surface :jmd 500 yards west' of the
village. Vaniyagama is believed to be the birth-place of Mahavira, the
twenty-fourth Tirthankar or path-finder of the Jains. This theory is,

however, not undisputed. | |
Charaut.—A village close to the eastern boundary of the Sitamarhi

gubdivision, about 8 miles north-east of Pupri. With a population of

ous village in Sitamarhi sub-

ar Sitamarhi where there were indigo factories.
tchery of Darbhanga Raj at Bela. There is 4
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8, 947 souls, it is one of the largest villages in the district. It contains
a religious establishment subordinate to the math or monastery at
Matihani in Nepal, the mahanth of which is one of the richest land-
owners in the district. The tradition relates that more than two
centuries ago a Vaishnava, named Sri Ram Balaji went to J anakpur in
Nepal from Jaipur. When returning home, he was struck by the
scene and silent grandeur of the forest where the village of Matihani at
present stands, and determined to spend the remainder of his days there
in religious meditation. He found a holy tank from which King Janaka,
had taken earth for his sacrificial altars, and on its bank he erected a
hut. The fame of his sanctity soon spread, and the rich and powerful
flocked to do him service. The Raja of Nepal gave him four villages, a
temple dedicated to Janakiji (Sita) was built soon after, and the
Vaishnava assumed the title of mahanth. The first few incumbents
were given extensive grants of land by the Raja of Nepal, and the third
Jai Kishun, having received in 1761 a grant of the villages of Charaut

and Madhurapur in the district from the Maharaja of Darbhanga,
founded a math at the former place.

Deokali.—A village in the Sitamarhi subdivision situated on the
Belsand-Sitamarhi road, 4 miles east of Sheohar and 11 miles west
of Sitamarhi. The village contains a group of temples situated in a
large courtyard standing at the top of a great mound; the Ilatter is
ascended by a long flight of steps leading from a fine lake stretching
for 1 mile below. This mound is called Draupadagarh, and local
tradition affirms that it was the fort of Draupada of the Mahabharata.
The principal temple, which contains a large lingam is called
Bhubaneshwar. A fair is held here on the Shivaratri day.

Goraul.—This village, situated at about 20 miles north of Hajipur
town on Hajipur-Muzaffarpur Railway line of North-Eastern Railway,
Is growing into importance due to the location of a sugar factory in
13952. A police outpost has been opened in August, 1952. The village
Goraul has got a large number of middle class families.

Hajipur subdivision.—The area is 786 square miles. Hajipur
subdivision was formed in 1865 and is now comprised of 6 thanas,
namely, Hajipur, Lalganj, Patepur, Mahua, Mahnar and Raghopur.
There are two towns, Hajipur and Lalganj. Hajipur is the headquarters
of the subdivision: In 1801 the population of the subdivision was
7,14,079. The population according to 1951 Census is 9,42,472. The
density of the population is 1,212 to the square mile.

The subdivision is said to have been the seat of the sages or
Rishis in ancient times. It is believed that Sri Ramchandra passed
through Hajipur on his way to Mithila. Lord Buddha also passed
through it.  The river Gandak which flows by it is said to have come

out of the cheek (Sanskrit ‘ gand ’) of Liord Shiva and so she is called
Gandak or Gandaki.

223
DIRECTORY.

ji ted place and there are
i im role Hajipur was a no and there o2
T tf)l: 1%[: Eg‘gnnm»ny places in dllapld?vtied lfa?lngllltlleo.n jip
severt?}l)edriv?nug centre under the Mushim and. 3 1.1g i,
- he subdivision is famous for mangoes, litchies and P
The su

t [8)

f 1 18 25,149, Tt lies
1 1 he Census of 1951 e
P e T acfl?;dﬁlgrtg)-éa:tem Railway which runs west fro

' ith Muzaffarpur
ivect branch line wit :
dlrgcits command of water traffic 1n

the main line of
(;Elatilllar and is also z%n‘tlﬁgtiiﬁa; an ercial importance.
town. d.It‘stpos;ﬂé)ir‘l,e the town a considerablz C;T;]lway pridge on the
three direction 4 with Sonepur DYy bridge

”. nnected W sent Sonepur g
Hajipur has been con , 1885. The pre affic.
Ga%gak con; tlrui;edtom biang::ger unserviceable for the heavy tr
has been I0OUD
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Sonepur (in Saran district) by a pontoon bridge.

i i Bengal, between
: ddin Tllyas, king of g D

Haji Illyas alias Shamsu o8 the Hajipu
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and strengthened the town Wlt&ll : ;egadquartefs of the Governor O
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bar, Dand
f the army under Akbar,
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Akbar took possession of the Hajipur fort by a sudden move, and at the
same time attacked Patma. A force of 8,000 men was sent over and
Raja Gajapati, zamindar of Hajipur, was ordered to support the troops.

The rebels were defeated. Fateh Khan Barha, the commander of the

_ fort, was slain with many of his soldiers.  Five davs afterwards Daud
fled to Bengal and then to Orissa, where he was defeated and finally
obliged to conclude peace.

There are a very few buildings to commemorate but the names of
the different. mohallas or wards recall the days of Muslim rule. The
grave of Haji Illyas himself is still pointed out to the south-east of the
Gandak bridge, and is held in great veneration by both the
Mubammadans and Hindus of the town. It is visited by pilgrims from
all parts of the district and beyond, specially women, who, it is said
obtain the fulfilment of their wishes by propitiating the saint. Close to
the graveyard of Haji Illyas ig the graveyard of Haji Harmman.

The remains of the old fort: stand close by on an elevated land
lying along the bank of the Gandak and inside the enclosure is an old
mosque, the Jama Masjid, which according to an inscription over the
stone-gateway, shows to have been built in 1587 by Maksus Shah.
Tradition has it that over each doorway there was an inscription in a
different language. The inscription in Arabic over the front doorway
is now much defaced and almost illegible; one is in Hindi but in the
Persian character and it contains allusions o Hindu gods. There have
been a certamn amount of destruction of these inseriptions. The mosque
1s crowned with three rounded domes, the centre one being the largest.
They are built of horizontally placed rows of stones, each row forming
a circle, and each circle being more contracted than the one immediately
below it, until the keystone is reached which is circular, The central
portion of the mosque was badly damaged during the earthquake of
1934. It was afterwards thoroughly repaired in 1944-45. There is
also a sarai or rest house within the limits of the fort, which was built
for the accommodation of late Sir Rana Jang Bahadur on the occasion
of his visits from Nepal.  This sarai encloses a Buddhist temple, a
double-storied building with some carvings of various erotic ‘* Ashangs *’
on wood. There is clear Tantrik influence on them. There is a temple of
Ramchandra to the west of the town and the tradition is that Ram
stayed here when on his way to Janakpur. Two sites named
Ramchaura and Rambhadra are said to mark the places where he
stopped on his journey northwards (see also Reports A, 8. 1., Vol. XVI,
and an article *“ On some names of places in Bihar ', by Mr. John
Christian, Calcutta Review, Jan. 1891), Every year a mela is held
at Ramchaura during Ramnaumi where large number of people assemble
from every corner.

~ Sonepur fair at Hafipur.—The famous Sonepvr fair in Saran
district beyond Hajipur was previously held at Hajipur and only
oblations were offered to the deity at Sonepur. The fair for elephants,
cattle and horses used to be held at Hathisarganj, Dighi and Anwarpur
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ur and the ¢ Mina Bazar ’ was held igside; the fc;rt

mbhadra. There also used to be horse races and polo meets.
;ﬁdtil?: )Ef{:;r 1803 Lord Clive established a stable at Hajipur. Mr. 1\012
after his return from Nepal as Resident was agpomted as Captain o
that stud. He built a race course inside the fort. The officers (})1n
deputation to the mela and the indigo planters used to take part in the
horse race and polo meets. After sometime the Manager of the stu@
built a separate race course just beneath the fort on the bank of the
Gandak and furnished it with railings. A bungalow which was built
by Mr. Warvel and Mr. Norton (Members of the Patna Council) for
trade purposes was converted into a dance club which was a parti-
cular feature in the mela crowded by Europegn Planters. At the
time of Lord Wellesley and Captain Moreeraf in 1800 the horse races
started being held at Pusa but the one started by the planters was .noti
discontinued. But in 1837 the race course was submerged by the river
Gandak due to a change in the course of the river and the dance club
was shifted to Sonepur. Gradually the mela also shifted to Sf)ﬂepur.
But a two-day mela is still held at Hajipur on the lplace.from Konhara-
ghat to the Gandak bridge. The overflow population of Sonepur mela
stayé at Hajipur. The names of the different makhallas where the
Sonepur mela is now held in Saran district on the other side of the river

are those that still exist in Hajipur.

The bridge.—The foundation stone for the bridge over Gandak was
laid by the then Governor of Bengal in 1885 and was inaugurated by
Lord Dufferin. It is a fine specimen for the time when it was buils.
There will soon be another bridge near the present site. The present
railway bridge cannot stand the heavy railway traffic for any long time
now. The railways are putting up another bridge (1957).  There is a
seasonal pontoon bridge since 1957. :

Hajuri Math.—It is situated on the east flank of the Gandak and
many stories are associated with it. It is said that an European
Engineer while arguing with a saint in that math met with his anger
and became dumb. He was not cured even after freatmentiin England.
He came back to the saint who cured him. The Engineer offered a
bell to the math which is still to be found. :

Temples.—There is a Nepali temple of Lord Mahadeva which was
erected by a Subedar of the Maharaja of Nepal. An inn was also
attached to it. There are erotic carvings showing tanirik influence.

At Ramchaura it is said that Lord Ram together with Laxmana
and his guru Vishwamitra had rested on their journey and the place
came to be known as Rambhadra. A fair is held every year on
Ramnaumi day. ’ .

The temple of Pataleshwar is famous as i is supposed to give rain
when the deity is submerged with Ganga water.

Sonechiraiya.—There is & pond at Diggi which is situated two

miles north of Hajipur and a legend.runs that in Shivarairi a certain
8 Rev.
15

respectively at Hajip
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bird took parshad from Hariharnath temple and while flying became
thirsty and came to this pond to quench its thirst. By chance it fell
mto it and became of gold. Hindus believe that by the grace of
Mahaprava Bailabhacharya whoever takes bath in this pond for three
days earns sanctity. It has become the centre of pilgrimage in malamas
period.

Karbala.—It was constructed 175 years ago by Shah Alam. It
attracts a large crowd of Muslims throughout the year.

Tombs.—A tomb known as Mamu Bhagana ki Kabar was erected
by Shaistha Khan, the maternal uncle of Aurangzeb. It is situated near
the pond of Shivai Singh in the mouza of Jarwa. The tomb of
Makhdoom Shah Abul Fateh Sheikh Shuttar; was built in  mouza
Tangaul by Taj Khan. The tomb of Bar Khurdar Aulia Shaheb 1s
near Hatsarganj police outpost. In mahalla Khatte Ruknuddin there
are two tombs, one of Hafiz Barkhurdar and to the east of it is the
tomb of his disciple Ruknuddin Shaheb.

The tomb of Hazrat Mohiuddin alias Pir Damaria Shaheb is in
Minapur which is built of marble. Other tombs of Kamaluddin
Shaheb and Khaja Mahiuddin Chisti, disciple of Baba Fariduddin Gunj
Shakar Multani are also here. The tomb of Syed Haji, son of Syed
Dost Muhammad, was built by Emperor Jahangir. The tomb of
Hazrat Jalaluddin Abdul is to the east of Nepali temple. The tomb of
Khaja Bhil is on  mouza Chakbhil near Bagmati. He was also a
disciple of Baba Gunj Shakar.

Hazrat Jandaha.—A village in the Hajipur subdivision, 20 miles
east of Hajipur and 9 miles north of Mahnar. It is a local mart of
sowe importance, the principal article of commerce being tobacco. The
hame of the place is derived from a curious legend, of which the follow-
Ing account is taken from an article ““ On some names of places in
Bihar * by Mr. John Christian, Calcutta Review, Vol. XCII, 1891 :—

** The revered Musalman saint, whose tomb ig still pointed out at
Hazrat Jandaha, and who gave the name to the place
and the river that flows past it, was known as Diwan Sah
Ali. Tt is said that one hot summer day he felt very
thirsty, and asked a by-stander to fetch him some water.
The man was rude enough to reply that there was no
water to be had close by. At this the Shah got very
angry, and in his anger called on the water to flow that
way, saying ‘ Biah ' (Persian—* Come °). Immediately a
river began to approach the place, cutting away inter-
vening land and causing devastation and ruin  to the
villages as it advanced. This so terrified the neighbour-
ing people that they came in a body and implored the
Shah to have pity on them and cause the river to spare
their lands. He then called out Jandah (do not drown)
and the river stopped encroaching and began to flow
quietly in its present channel. Thus the river was called
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Baya and the town Jandaha. This Diwan Sah Ali was
himself the subject of miracle, performed on him in his
infancy by his uncle, who was equally remarkable and he
lived in Hajipur where his tomb is still pointed out. His
name was Makhdum Shah Abdul Fatah. It is said that,
on one occasion, during one of his fits of ecstasy, which
lasted for long periods, he threw his nephew Shah Ali who
was oniy six days old into the river Gandak calling on the
river saint Khawaja Khizr, to educate him aund take care
of him. After six years, when he had recovered his
mother told him what he had done fmd‘what'; a grievous
injury he had caused to his brother and sister-in-law, who
had never ceased bewailing the loss of their only child.
Thereupon Makhdum Shah told her not to grieve, and
going to the river said—'* Khawaja Khizr, give me back
my nephew, whom I committed to your care six years
ago. "* On this, the river began to roll and out came the
boy, robed and jewelled like prince. Though young, he
was thoroughly conversant with all the religious laws, and
afterwards became the famous Hazrat Bhah Ali from whom

Hazrat Jandaha' got its name. *’

is a mosque situated a few steps away from the river apper-
‘ca,inirr-}gfl etroe tie 15tthentury. Due to the earthquake of 1934 it has
been in ruins excepting the main gate. All other structures including
the main building had been destroyed. The grave which was also in
dilapidated condition, has been repaired in 1952. .
Jaintpur.—A village in the headquarters subdivision situated
6} miles north-east of Paru and 16 miles west of Muzaffarpur. The
village contains a large math of Hmdq monagtery_, the head (mahanth)
of which was one of the principal zamindars in Tirbut. The mahanths
of Jaintpur are Bairagis, who are forbidden to marry and succession
passes to the head disciple.® The nucleus of the estate was a mukarars
of Rampur Bslli granted by the zamindars of qu, near Kanti to thglr
guru Tribhuan Sain Lal Das. The guru speedily began to acquire
other property including the extensive Tajpur faluk and his growing
riches nearly cost him his life. Tradition relates that on one occasion
when he went to Sain with a large sum of money, his disciples secretly
determined to make away with him and possess themselves of his
wealth. One of the Sain ladies informed Lal Das of the let tha,t. had
been hatched against him, whereupon he fled towards Hajipur neither
halting nor eating day and night. On approaching Hajipur, a voice
called to him from the tall grass by the roadside. He paid no heed at
first but the voice continued to call, and alwayg from 8 direction in
advance of him. At length, he enquired impatiently, ** Who calls me
from the grass? ** Thereupon the voice complained thit he had not
been worshipped and fed on the previous day. ILal Da8, searching in

*This has been the issue in protracted litigation.
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the grass found the idol of Damodarji, the family deity whom he had
hitherto worshipped regularly, and took it up and conveyed it to Patna,
where he founded a temple for its worship. The temple stands to this
day and some villages of the former Jaintpur estate are endowed for its

maintenance.

There is a.'hlgh xschool3 a District Board charitable dispensary
and a veterinary hospital. There is a mela each year at
Jaintpur known as the ** Damodar Dashara Mela '’ which is the biggest
mela in the Sadar subdivision. The zamindar family of Jaintpur is one
of the noted Bhumihar Brahmin lines in the State noted far their
patronage of art and culture in the past.

Juridih.—A name meaning the burnt village, given to a large
mound in the village of Bithauli, three miles south of Bhagwanpur
Railway station, situated close to the main road from Muzaffarpur to
Hajipur, on the 23rd mile from the former and 12th mile from the
latter place. The legend of the Juridih is that there was a fort and
town of the Chero Rajas at this spot long anterior to the Muhammadan
conquest : that the country around belonged to the Dosadh people; and
that it was still held by them under their own low caste kings "even
after the Brahmans had lived among them and taught them. Finally
an enemy appeared from the West and the Chero Chief, sallied forth
to battle, leaving word with the people in the fort that if they saw
his standard'remain evect, they would know he was victorious, but that
if they saw it fall, they would know that he was beaten and were then
to set ﬁrer to the castle in order to escape falling into the hands of the
enemy. The standard bearer however let his flag fall when the battle
V&ﬁs over and the soldiers in the fort and the women, thinking their
c'n'ef was dead and .the battle lost, shut themselves into the castle
which was three-storied, and in despair flung themselves into the ﬂamez:
and died. It' 1s stated that, after the destruction of the tower the
place lapsed into thick jungle for a long time, but that later the
surrounding country had been cleared by the forefathers of the present
occupants. A Brahman built a small temple at the site of the pi‘pal
tree now standing at the north-east corner of the mound; no vestige
of this temple is now to be seen.  Even 100 years ago wild pigs used 10
fr'equent the mound, which is now quite bare of jungle. Tixcavations
were carried out here in 1880-81 and the walls of the fort were laid bare
and found to have a circumference of 3,000 yards. Among the debris
‘byonze statues of various deities, fragments of sculpture in blue stone
]pleces Qf used mgtal ore, a calcined gold ring, fragments of votive’
}10rse§ in baked ciay, etc., were discovered. Two of the bronze statues
\z{ac}] Inscriptions showing that they were made during the reign of
{7 s} }g{{z\la}%gﬁéﬁéﬁﬁ Reports of Archeological Survey of India,

Kanti.-—-ka,nti is an important and progressive vill
9 miles from Muzaffarpur to the west on ghegroad betweeigi\lo:ilimoalg
and Muzaffarpur. It has a railway station. The Xanti Indigo

-slightly protruding.
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Concern has now been converted into an agricultural farm. Kantl
village is situsted on a man (water channel). The indigo kothi of
Kanti was one of the oldest indigo concerns in North Bihar. The
concern is now in the hands of a Bengali family for generations, It is an
ideal picnie spot particularly in the winter and offers good shooting and
fishing.
Katra.—Katra is the headquarters of Katra Thana and is situated
ab about 18 miles from Muzaffarpur. There is a Registration office at
Katra. This place is connected with Muzaffarpur by road. Itisa
growing township. |

Khudiram Bose memorial.—A memorial tablet has been raised
almost opposite the Muzaffarpur Club at Muzaffarpur in the memory of
Khudiram Bose. Khudiram Bose was born on 3rd December 1889 at
village Bahubani in the district of Midnapur. As a boy he took active
interest in the Swadeshi Movement of Bengal from 1905.

Mr. Kingsford was transferred to Muzaffarpur as the Distr
Sessions Judge after holding the charge of the Chief Presidency
trate in Calcutta in which capacity he had to convict many
tionaries jn connection with the Swadeshi Movement.

Khudiram Bose and Profulla Chaki, two young boys, were sent by
the Revolutionary Party from Caleutta to do away with Mr. Kingsford.
On 30th April, 1908 these two young boys threw bombs on the phwton
which they thought was carrying Mr. Kingsford to the ciub. The
occupants were one Mrs. Kennedy and her daughter. The bomb
explosion resulted in the death of both the occupants and the syce.

Khudiram was arrested on the 1st May, 1908 at village Waini and
was tried. He was sentenced to death by the Judge Mr. Carndut.
He was executed at the Muzaffarpur Jail on 11th August, 1908.

The memorial tablet was unveiled at Muzaffarpur in 1948.

Kolhua.—At Kothua 8 miles to the north-west of Basarh there are
some old relics situated on a low mound one mile to the south-east of
the village of Bakhra. They consist of a stone pillar surmounted by a
lion, a ruined stupa of solid brick, an old tank, other finds marking the
site of ancient buildings. The remains correspond with the description
of Vaisali by Hiven Tsang.

The pillar is one of Asoka pillars to mark the different stages of the
journey to Nepal which Asoka undertook (249 B. C.). It bears mno
inscription. The pillar consists of a monolith supporting a square

edestal on which is a lion carved: in stone; the shaft, which is a single
block of polished sandstone, now stands about 22 feet high and the
remainder is below ground. At the top of the pillar there "is a lion
seated facing the north with his mouth open as if snarling and his tongue

iet and
Magis-
revolu-

und close by there are some Buddhist statues, the

On the low mo ose :
best of which is the large image of Buddha seated and wearing a crown
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and necklace. Near this pillar there are two mounds called Bhim Sen'’s
Baskets, while the pillar itself is known as Bhim Sen’s lathi or club.
There are some other mounds in the neighbourhood and the extensive
remains represent the ruins of Vaisali.

Konharaghat.—South to the Gandak bridge is an ancient place of
importance where it is said, that there was a great fight between the
‘ Gajendra ’, the chief of the elephants and ‘ Garh ’, the chief of the
crocodiles. The Grah had almost defeated the Gajendra, who when
about to be killed began to call pathetically God Xrishna from
the core of his heart for help and ultimately God (Liord Xrishna)
appeared and saved the Gajendra from the clutches of the Grah. Since
then the place began to be called * Konhara ’ (who was defeated).
Konharaghat has an easy crossing for Patna. It controls a certain
amount of river traffic both in passengers, goods and livestock.

Lalganj.— A town in the Hajipur subdivision, situated on the eastern
bank of the Gandak, 12 miles north-west of Hajipur town. The popula-
tion in 1901 was 11,502 which fell down to about 7,000 in 1921 chiefly
due to the severe outbreak of plague. The population in 1951 is 12,394.
Lalganj is an important river mart, the principal exports being hides,
oil-seeds, sweet potatoes, mangoes, bamboos, fuel wood, and wooden
sandals.  The carpenters are skilful. = Hookahs, made of cocoanuts
imported from Cochin are exported in large quantities. The ** Nalki-
palki ”’ (a kind of light palanquin) is cheap but strong. The importance
of saltpetre as an article of export has diminished since the Great World
War of 1914—18. There were about 118 large godowns for the
manufacture and storage of saltpetre out of which the remains of about
tén are still found. The imports are foodgrains (chiefly rice and wheat),
salt, iron and piece-goods. The bazar lies on the low land adjoining
the river, but is protected from inundation by the Gandak enbankments.
The shipping ghat, called Basanta, lies a mile to the south of the town,
which is connected by road with Sahibganj, Muzaffarpur and Hajipur.
A motor bus plies between Hajipur and Talgan] and another from
Hajipur to Vaisali via Lalgan].

A little to the south of the town is the Singia Indigo Factory,
situated close to the embankment. Singia was the site of the first
English Factory in Bihar, which was established in the latter half of
the 17th century for the sake of the trade in saltpetre. It is said that after
the name of Shringi Rishi, whose tomb lies about 200 yards north from
the factory just on the western side of the embankment the place was
named as Singia. This factory is frequently mentioned in the early
records of the East India Company. There was also a settlement of the
Dutch East India Company, which was similarly started for the manu-
facture of salpetre. In 1791 it was put up for sale by order of the
Hon'ble Isac Jitzsingh, member of the Supreme Council of Eastavia
and Director at Hoogly Antoine de Maffe and John George Van
Ambungla, members of the Hon’ble Court of Judicature, Hoogly and
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ht by a Bengali merchant for Es. 100. The _latter resold it
;‘:7%635 bt%u%\/lr. gohn Co?lis for Rs. 435. In 1831 it agaln chang%dfha;tll(lis
assing to Mr. James Nasmyth for Rs. 750, and it was then use ,Aorﬂ_ 3
l;nanufacture of saltpetre. The protection of fchls factory from 0(1)(
appears to have been the motive for constructing the Gandak emban i
ment; and so important was its presarvation consxdeljed that a specia
Embankment Committee was formed for the purpose m ?09: s
remains of the ancient building of the Singia Factory
wereTc};:stlrac‘)?ed during the earthquake .of 1934. Swami Slaat‘yadev?
Parivrajak, the renowned tourist 'of India, stayed mn the (ll)ull %lg t{)e
the factory in 1914, soon after his return from America an ; alP tl
foundation stone of the Hindi Hitaishini Sabha and Sarda Sa _apt dus };:l;-
kalaya in the heart of Lalganj town. This place was v1sll‘e ‘ );
Gandhiji on the 14th March, 1934. Gandhij had_pald an eaﬁ’ ier v1311
to the town on the 16th December, 1917 and presided over the grlmu;
function of the Hindi Hitaishini Sabha in commemoration of whlc} the
Gandhi Vachnalaya is functioning in the Sarda Sadan Pustakadaya.
The site of the factorv has been acquired by the Government and an
inspection bungalow of the Public Works Department (Embankment

Section) is located there, f
] icipali i igin i ig thus one o
Municipality owed its origin in 1869, and 18 e O

the oIIJ(?ég? rllrllunicipa\ligiies in the rural area. Its area is 7} square miles,
divided in four wards and twenty-five makallas. The Sarda _Sadan
Pustakalaya has a double-storied building with a valuable collection of
old manuscripts. Near the Town Outpost No. 2 is the tomb of

Udarma Pir.
] i tia
1 ile west of the town, near the one milestone on the Bet.
Roa,dI-Il?efs B;hlg < Pgthalka-Pokhar '’ where stands a Shiva temple built
about two hundred years back.  This tank was the main halting place
ﬁp to 1885 before the advent of the Railway_s, for travellers and pilgrims
by road and river between Nepal and Pataliputra.

Mahnar Bazar.—A village in the Hajipur subdivision situatfd at
a distance of 20 miles from Hajipur on the bank of the. river Gaqga on
the road from Hajipur to Mohaddinagar. The population according to
the Census of 1951 is 9,214, Tt is an important trade centre for linseed,
foodgrains, tobacco, etc.
i j i illage Matala.
Matala.—Four miles away from Lalgan] there is a vi ‘
There is a * mahua ’ tree which produces * bahera ’ fruit. The legend
goes that this peculiar feature is due to a saint W’hO asked for mahua
and was refused on the pretext that it was * bahef’a . Upon which the
sainb cursed that henceforth it would grow only ‘ bahera .

. . . . ) ¢ the
A site named Sati Chaura is situated in a field south-west o
math of Surjudas. The shrine under a ppal and ashok tree atfracts

a lot of visitors.
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Motipur.—Motipur has a railway station on the Muzaffarpur-
Narkatiaganj line of North Eastern Railway. It s connected with
Muzaffarpur and Motihari by a Public Works Department road
connecting the two district headquarters.

Previously there was a flourishing Indigo Factory at Motipur.
With the decline of indigo industry, the concern was converted into a
sugar factory. This sugar factory is one of the largest sugar factories
in North Bihar. There is a high school, a middle school and a
number of primary schools at Motipur. There is also a
District Board Charitable Dispensary. A hat is held twice a week.
Motipur has a population of 1,722 according to the Census of 1951,
but this population fluctuates at the time of the actual crushing of
sugarcane. It is now a township and is destined to develop.

Muzaffarpur town.—This town is sitvated on the southern bank
of the Burhi Gandak and is the administrative headquarters of both
Muzaffarpur district and Tirhut Division. The total population of the
town in 1951 was 73,504. Muzaffarpur has good roads connecting the
place with Hajipur and Sitamarhi, the two subdivisional headquarters
of the district, and Darbhanga and Motihari, the two other district

headquarters.

The town was founded sometime in 18th Century by one Muzaffar
Khan, a farmer of Chakla Nai Pargana who appropriated for the purpose
75 bighas from the four villages of Sikandarpur in the north, Kanhauli
on the east, Saidpur on the south and Saraiaganj on the west. The
town has an area of about 6 square miles. The town is protected from
floods by an embankment known as Daudpur embankment. Muzaffar-
pur is an important regional railway headquarters. It has a regional
office controlling a vast area of the North Bastern Railway. The
railway station 1s a junction and railway lines radiate from here
Sonepur, Samastipur, Narkatiaganj and onwards. The town has been
growing into commercial importance and with the linking up of the
North Bihar with South Bihar through the rail-cum-road bridge at
Mokameh, Muzaffarpur is bound to become the most important town in
North Bihar. Being the headquarters of the administrative division of
the district, a large number of Government offices are located here.
They include the offices of the Divisional Commissioner, District Magis-
trate, Superintending Engineers, Executive Engineers, Assistant
Director of Public Health, Deputy Director of Veterinary Services,
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Income-tax Assistant Commissioner,
Income-tax Officers, Commercial Taxes Superintendents, Assistant
Commissioner of TLabour, Employment Exchange, etc. There
are three first grade Colleges, namely, Langat Singh College, formerly
known as the Greer Bhumihar Brahman College, Ramdayalu Singh
College and Mahanth Darshan Das Mahila (Girls’) College. The
Tirhut College of Engineering is a new institution while the oid School
of Engineering still functions. A Taw College has been started
recently, There are also a large number of high and other
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tandard schools for both boys and girls. There 1s 2 &*nﬁlfﬁgziﬁ{
T king after the sanitation and water supply of the town.l Blectre
opls ?) any has made expansion OWIng to the development o ¢
Supply T(I)lni'p al}"e cinema houses and daily mpmkets ab va_rloushpa;'ts )
tl?;wrziown ?I‘Eere is a very big cloth and grain mark?lt‘b mP ;Ste (())z;le
Tl?ere is a big hospital maintained by Grovernrge;?t. 1;:ve o ent
alorig with the Telegraph and Telephone ices

expansion recently.
Muzaffarpur has all th

of being the centre for an assen-

i i most
bling industry There are some excellent Engineering firms, the mos

~ istence of a century
i * & Arthur Butlers who have had an exls ' /
o en be;; ¢ L;uzaffa,rpur has & large turn-over of various types Oi
A e ies d fruits. There are clubs, libraries and other cultura

S
ﬁ?«ltf}ﬁ;t)idolrtlﬁs : The * Prabhat-Tara " School started by the Roman
Cz;thoh'c Mission recently bas become very po;;ula»r. U
) i ar the eastern bounaary o e . rh
Nanpur.—A village near : oundary of e e that

ivisi i stories associated with 1t 3 _
Subdw}'smllllowv?;ghinhglslarge of the Emperor's horse brought fﬁe favgu:i::
Nlanpzlxl- :)vf the emperor to this place for a change of alp.l a(??:&n(ied
:h)a:%;he country east of the Baghmati river was very fgrtu e z;n | fow t}; !
3 2ma11 zamindari after reclaiming the area. Nanpal :ﬁnr aid he
charger without returning hims;%f. flfhg smgzioihzv?she vgaz e g
e Nanpai to him. Nanpal gave ' g
ﬁxin ﬁ-%ptt):l“ltr;gfor tl?e emperor himself. This reply sg\tlsfr}fald thfhix:l.p:g:rr
who Pmade over the whole pf the pargand 132 lgllar;pat,;éer v‘::s Omet wshicj;
ig that on the emperor's gong to hunt in Nep L3 o warded

S e ith his sword. " 3
Nanpai Kifed smgleuil ?(1)(1113(31 vZgll&n];)ur. At Nanpur there 18 2 big tank

i ith the pargar : ' '
i:;ﬁledw 1Bagh Pg)kh%r (tiger tank) n commen;)oraénon tc; ttllns zz:g(tl.u rtors
' g he .
Palmaul.—A village at the southern border 0
subdivision, situated 11 miles south of Muzaffarpur. Markets arer.I ‘izeld
twice a weék, but the place is best known for the cattle market. ere

is an old fortress at the village.

—A fourishing village of Sitamar
has t::xaf)l?ﬁ?e of the Sub-Reggistrar and also a school.

Parsauni.—A village in the Sitamarhi gubdivision, situated 9 miles
south-west of Sitamarhi on the road from that place to Sheohar and -
5 miles north-west of Belsand. Parsauni is the headquarters of the
Parsauni Raj, which was founded in the 17th Century by a military
adventurer named Pardil Singh. Later Pardil Singh was converfed
4o Islam and became Pardil Khan. The emperor gave him the title of
Raja in 1615 and the adventurer came to be known as Raja Pardil
Khan, the founder of Parsauni Raj. He died in 1686 and his grave is
at Saraiya, close to Belsand. One of his descendants Basawan Khan
attached a large portion of the Nepal tarai and paid the East India
Company over half a lakh of rupees as revenue for the Turki pargana.

¢ features

hi subdivision which
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During the time of his son, Ghulam Murtaza Khan, the boundary
between Nepal and British India was demarcated resulting in a loss to
him of 1,400 villages which, it was decidea, lay in Nepal. It is said that
compensation was offered, but refused, the Raja being content with the
promise that if these villages ever came to the British territory, the
claims of the descendants would be considered.

Patepur Asthan.—The monastery was founded by Swami Jagarnath
Das who was widely known for his practice of asceticism in 1128 Fagli.
A grant of an extensive landed property was made to him by the then
Emperor named Abdul Sah in 1138 Fasli. It is one of the big
mahanthships in the district of Muzaffarpur. It maintains a Sanskrit

Pathsala where students are given free board and lodge and also main-
tains an impressive Thakurbari (temple).

Rajpara.—A village in Sitamarhi subdivision which has remnants
of an old fort. Another old site is Barahi math.

Sadar subdivision.—The area is 1,222 square miles. Its population
in 1951 Census was 13,77,181. There are 10 thanas, namely, Town,
Sadar, Kanti, Kurhani, Sakra, Minapur, Katra, Baruraj, Sahebganj
and Paru. The density of the population now is 1,127 per square mile.
The important town in Sadar subdivision is Muzaffarpur which is also
the district headquarters. Motipur at a distance of 18 miles with a
sugar mill is steadily growing into a township. With the development
of communication and trade almost all the headquarters of the thanas
are growing into small townships.

Sahebganj.—Situated at a distance of about 95 mileg west of
Muzaffarpur, Sahebganj is one of the important villages of the Sadar
Subdivision. It has a thana which is the smallest in the Sadar Sub-
division with a population of 67,346. Sahebganj police-station is on
the border of Saran district, the natural boundary being the river
Gandak. Sahebganj is connected from Muzaffarpur by road on two
sides, i.e., via Deoria and via Motipur. Sahebganj has a small market
place and hats.

Sarkhandi Bhita.—This village 2 miles to the east of the Murha
river, has a considerable trade in grain, cloth and sal particularly with
Nepal. This is one of the largest villages in the district, having a
population of 7,035.

Shakra.—Tt is situated at a distance of 18 miles from Muzaffarpur
town.  Shakra has a railway station, a police-station, a sub-registry
office, a high school, a middle school and a number of primary schools.

Sitamarhi subdivision.—The area is 1,007 square miles. Its
population was 9,86,582 in 1901 against 9,24,396 in 1891. In spite of
the fact that it is particularly liable to suffer from famine and bore the
brunt of the distress in 1896-97 this is the most progressive part of the
district. Tts population has been growing steadily since the first

DIRECTORY. 235

i : it attracts settlers both from Nepal and from the
Soet?tsl;lsoénthles 7§i’8tr§ct. The subdivision is divided into 4hpohce c;x:;lvf,
namely, Sitamarhi, Belsand, nglg%andllazgswhgéiraglzia aosnogebmnd;

it i, 1 eadquarters an vi . '
Si}t?}?;a?;;tllltleISSterg Railway has an important market for t{l;; zfggnt:::
trade with Nepal.  Of the total number of mhabltanti, _85. 250 e
Hindus, 1,44,250 are Muhammadans, and 52 are C rlfr ﬁms. ohe
density of the population is as high as 971 per square mll%.3 e ZZtive%
number of villages and houses per square mile is 1 and 1’I‘h resg) ula,tior};
and the average population of each village is 981. e pop
according to 1951 Census 1s 12,01,086. S
The subdivision is divided into 4 R_evenue.'l‘hana.s, vgi 1 ];m:@ﬁ;nd,
Pupri, Sheohar and Belsand and .10 _pohce-statlons, \gz., n?] a;sonebarsa’
Bairagnia, Majorganj, Pupri, Runisaidpur, Sheohar, Sursand,
and Sitamarhi. o
—Headquarters town of the subdivision of the same
namg itaﬂla;hismlv;?ed cf_rlleihg west bank of the Lakbandei rlverhi\;;rhl(:,[};
i ;ned here by a fine brick bridge. The population accor Ng tll
TQ;fagglfsus is 13,267. The town is situated on a branch of the ;)_r h
Eastern Railway. Tt is also connected by road with the I;Tep:(l) nf;;r;r:ie;i
Darbhanga and Muzaffarpur. The town is of grea | commerctal
importance and has a large turn-ove; in lmi*: tllr;})ge;r, f:ilr-SiZI es’t’)ra.ting

i i al. 1r, _
aﬁd ;&%)::v:%dsigf’ pzﬁguszyfrgfl Rarfll;’s birth, is held here in Chagt
tll;arcﬁ-April). ’It la.;ats for a fortnight and is aften;led 'lby tlgo%ﬁ?o s
from very great distances.  Pottery, spices, brass u efngl s ans cotto
cloth form the staple articles of commerce; but the fair is esp y
noted for the large number of bullocks brought to 1t.

in Hi iti lates

i i is a sacred place in Hindu mythology as tradition rela!
thatslia;'l:aéliltlalz;rang to Il)ife out of an earthen pot, 1nto.wh1ch %(mg
Janak drove his ploughshare. The tank, calleél ’ch: J%nfl-lcfz’zarzr;iajur;orz;

i is sai i is still pointed out, bu ,
which she is said to have arisen, 1s 8 : 1 0

i i h-west, also claims the honour.
village three miles to the south- ) aims  the honour. e
ontains no relics of any archeologica
:ownl,elz;v?;;ll('i ci.e., Sita, the daughter of Janak, 18 apparently modern
el:llpnot more than 70 or 80 years old; it contains three stone figures
al?th mother-of-pear] eyes which represent Rama, Sita and Lakshamana.
"i‘VLe legend connected with the temple shows, however, that it occu{)les
dldgsite It is said that King Janak excavated a tank at the p ac;
:;lhere Sita,. sprang to life, and after her mau‘rlamg:hge’ct upkﬂ}e tf}ilgeuge:nlo;i
i k the site; this tank 1s

Rama, Sita and Lakshmana to mar. ¢ i this fank is the Jaex

d just to the south of the temple. In co ne, :
i‘;;)r;ed] into jungle, till about k5nOO yiﬁrs f_xtgo ’bW}(l]?\CIIin : ingﬁg;onaﬁztéxc-é
named Birbal Das, came to know the site by e agie
i . He came down from Ajodhya and cleared i .
%gie“;laes fgﬁl the images set up by Janak, and having built a templ«;
over them, commenced the worship of Janki ot Sita. The income o
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the temple which is large, is derived mainly from the offerings of
pilgrims, but the mahanth, who is responsible for its preservation, also
enjoyed the revenues of an endowment, called the taluka Sitamarhi,
which was set aside for its maintenance. In the same compound there
are three other temples sacred to Hanuman, Mahadeo and Ganesh,
which are quite modern; and to the south stands a mausoleum erected
over the ashes of the first three mahanths Birbal Das and his two
successors. Sitamarhi being the headquarters of the subdivision
bearing that name has the subdivisional courts and other administrative
and revenue offices.

Subhegarh.—An old ruined fort, 18 miles to the north-west of
Muzaffarpur, is situated in a bend of the Joga river, an old branch of
the Baghmati. The fort is 1,300 feet long by 400 feet, and according
to the local tradition, marks the site of the residence of Raja Suhel Deb.
The Raja, 1t 1s said, was the last of his race and had only oue daughter
Suhel Devi who rejected all the suitors and at last consented to marry
a man who should be able to count the myriads of palm trees in the
fort. This task was accomplished by a Dusadh and the princess in
order to escape the shame of being married to a man of a low caste
prayed that the earth would open and swallow her up. Her prayer was
heard and the earth at once opened under her.

The only remains of the sculpture in the fort consist of a broken
pedestal of stone with some small figures carved on it.  General
Cunningham found two copper coins of Tughlak Shah at Subliegarh.
There are some Muhammadan tombs near about, two of which are of
Ghulam Mohiuddin and Muhammad Jaffar.

Tirhut.—The ancient name for the tract of country bounded on
the north by the Himalayas, on the south by the Ganga, on the west
by the river Gandak and on the east by the river Kosi. Tirhut com-
prised the districts of Champaran, Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, as well
as the strip of Nepal tarai which runs between these digtricts and the
lower ranges of the Himalayas. The name is a corruption of Tirabhukti.
or the river side land; and General Cunningham considers that the
term referred to the lands lying in the valleys of the Little Gandak and
Baghmati rivers. He points out that all the chief places in the country
are found upon the banks of the former river, which, he says, must have
been the channel of the Great Gandak until the 7th Century A. D.
Mahamahopadhyaya Hara Prasad Sastri thought that the term meant a
province bordering on the Ganga and that the word bhukti is often
used in the Sena inscriptions in the sense of the province during the
10th, 11th and 12th centuries. ' )

According to tradition, Tirhut is the land in which the three great
mythical homas (sacrificial fires) were performed—one at the birth of
Sita in or near Sitamarhi, the second at Dhanukha at the foot of the
Himalayas, where the great celestial bow of Hara was broken by Rama,
and the third at Janakpur, the capital of Mithila (now in Nepal) at the
marriage of Sita.
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Under the Mughal Empire, Tirhut formed an important sarkar or
division of the subah or province of Bihar. It qompnsed a very large tract
of country which included the present districts of Muzaffarpur and
Darbhanga, nearly the whole of Bhagalpur and Saharsa, and a small
portion of Monghyr. In the early days of British administration, sarkar
Tirhut was a very large district, covering the present districts  of
Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, a portion of Bhagalpur, pargana Kashmar
in the south-east corner of Saran, and pargana Bhadi Bhpsarl in  the
south-western corner of Monghyr. The headquarters of the district
remained at Muzaffarpur, but various transfers of territory were made
until the area of Tirhut coincided with that of Muzaffarpur and
Darbhanga. It was divided into two in 1875, the eastern and the iarger
portion being formed into the distr'ict.of Darbhanga, and the western
portion being constituted into the district of Muzaffarpur.

Turki.—This village is situated at a distance of 8 nx}les‘ from
Muzaffarpur town. Turki is growing into importance as a Basic College
which is the main centre of training in the art of Basic education, a
training college for the teachers and a centre for training social workers,
have been set up. It is both connected by rail and road with

Muzaffarpur and Hajipur. | |

YVaisali (Modern Basarh).—Vaisali or modern Basarh is a village
in the north-west corner of the Hajipur subdivision, situated 20 miles
north-west of Hajipur. It has been }dentlﬁed as the blrth-place, °,f
Mahabir, the 24th Tirthankar of Jainism (traditional dates 599-527
B. C.). It was also the capital of the powerful confederacy of the
Lichchhavis. It was thrice visifed by Buddha. It was the scene of
the second great Buddhist Council and it long rer_named a stronghold of
Buddhism. It was at Vaisali that Buddha permitted the order of nuns
wn wish at the instance of Anand and his foster-mother

against his o t{ who became the first Buddhist nun at Vaisali.

Maha Prajapa
‘ :sali came into prominence in 6th Century B. C., it is

said ﬁtl}lx(;‘srihb;?s%ounded by KiI)r;g Vishala of the solar dynasty. The
splendour of the city is described in the Ramayan of Valmiki according
tg which Rama on his way to J anakpur passed one night here as the
t of the King of Vaisali. Later on, Vaisali turned into a Republic
guzsbeca,me a stronghold of democratic and progressive ideas under the
:Ele of the Lichchhavis. It had trade relations with distant countries.
It became a part of the Maurya Empire (4th-3rd centuries B. C.). The
coins of Kadphises II, ‘Kanishka and Huvishka (lst-2;1d centungs
A. D.) found here prove that the Kushans had ruled over it for a consi-
derable period. Vaisali rose again in the 4th century A. D. It played
an important part in the foundation and consolidation of the Gupta
Empire. Many coins and seals of that period have been found here.
It attracted the notice of Islam as well and contains a mausoleum of a
famous Muslim Saint Shah Qazin (1435-1495 A. D.), who came from
Maner (Patna district) and devoted his life to the preaching of Islam in

North Bihar.
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Not much is left to recall its ancient greatness, The principal
remains consist of a huge mound known locally as the fort (garh) of
Raja Visal : the close correspondence of the name of this eponymous
local chieftain with the name of the city 1s obvious. The following
description of the remains, as they existed in 1871 is slightly condensed
from General Cunningham’s account :—

“ The remains consist of a large deserted fort and a ruined brick
stupa. The fort is a large brick-covered mound of earth.
with round towers at the four corners; and the whole is
surrounded by a ditch. The ruined ramparts along the
edge, and four towers at the corners, are somewhat higher
than the mass of the mound, which has a general elevation
from 6 to 8 feet above the country. The main entrance
was in the middle of the south face where there still exists
a broad embankment across the ditch as well as a passage
through the rampart. In the northern face . there was
probably only a postern gate, as there is no passage through
the rampart and no trace of any embankment across the
ditch, excepting the fact that the only dry part of the
ditch is on this face. The only building within the fort
is a small brick temple of modern date.

‘*“ Outside the south-west angle of the fort. and about 1,000 feei
distant, there is a ruined mound of solid brickwork, 23 feet
8 inches in height above the fields. The whole of the top
has been levelled for the reception of Musalman tombs of
which the largest, ascribed to Mir Abdal, is said to be 500
vears 0.d. On the sonth edge of the mound there is a
magnificient wide-spreading banyan tree. supported on
numerous frunks, which shades the whole of the tombs.
On the same side also a flight of steps leads down to the
village Basarh. This brick mound is the ruin of one of
the stupas or solid towers of Vaisali, of which so many are
described by Hiuen Tsang. Both within and without
and all round the town of Vaisali, savs he, * the sacred
monuments are so many that it would be difficult to
enumerate them ’. It is much to be regretted that the
presence of the Musalman tombs on the top of this ancient
stupa effectually precludes any attempt at excava-
tion. An annual fair is held at the Basarh
stupa in the month of Chait, when many thousands of
people assemble at the shrine of Mir Abdal. As the
occurrence of this fair is regulated by the solar reckoning
of the Hindus and not by the lunar year of the Muham-
madans, I conclude that the festival was established long
before the time of the Musalman saint. I would, there-
fore, as the fair is held beside the ruined stupa, connect
the festival with some celebrations in the honour of
Buddha, or one of his disciples. '’

‘show that as a I

DIRECTORY. 239

Nineteen years later General Cunningham found that the walls had
entirely disappeared, but the ramparts and ditches still remained. The
fort now forms an elevated piece of land of oblong shape, almost one
mile in circumference.  The longest sides run from north to south,
about 1,700 feet long, and the shorter ones from east to west, about
800 feet in length. It is surrounded by a ditch 125 feet broad, where
water still exists in some places, but the land is almost entirely under
cultivation. The height of the plateau from the bottom of the ditch
is 15 feet on the average. The surface of the fort is undulating, with
a well-marked deep depression a little north of the centre, and with
two smaller depressions running through the centre, from norin
to south and from east to west. To the south, an embankment still
exists, evidently the remains of the high road leading to the fort.
There are many holes in the surface made by the vx}lagers.dlgglng for
bricks or seeking treasure but there are no surface indications of any
structural remains. In the south-western corner stands & modern
temple containing some curious brass images, and the ground round if
has been fenced off and is cultivated by the priests. A modern temple
west of the village near the tank cakied the Bawan Pokhar, contains
some medieval statues said to have been dug out of the tank. In the
neighbourhood are several fine sheets of water and a large number of
small tanks. TLocal tradition states that there were 52 t‘anks, and that
Basarh was the residence of the Puranic Bali Raja. Vishnu appeared
here in his fourth incarnation in the shape of a dwgrf, and asked
Bali Raja for as much ground as he could cover W}th his three feet.
Two feet covered the heaven and earth, and t‘he third he p}aCed on the
head of Bali Raja and sent him to hell as pumshm:ent for his overween-
ing pride. The natives of the place say that the * Bawan Pokbar or
59 tanks mark the scene of this occurrence. General Cunningham
however points out that the abundance of tanks is a common feature of

Buddhist sites. .

Txcavations were carried out in the fort by Doctor Bloch,
Archeeological Surveyor, Bengal Circle, in 1904 and remains of masonry
buildings were found in every place explored. Some of them were Just
below the surface and did not go further than a few feet. These build-
ings cannot have been very old, and afford some evidence of the place
having been inhabited only a few centuries ago. Others, which were
found at a depth of about 5 feet reaching generally as far as 9 or 10
feet down, probably represent the remains of the ruined buildings seen
bv Hisen Tsang in the 7th Century A. D. There is evidence that
they go back to at least 800 A. D., but they may ha)vg been still older.
The foundations of the old buildings only have remained, and they
ale the rooms and chambers were remarkably small.
The floors were of concrete with a layer of bricks; the houses them-
selves were tiled; and the top of the roof must have been crowned by
small pinnacles. All the buildings discovered were gecular and no
remains of temples were found. Ashes ar}d small fragments of burnt
wood were found on all sides and there is every probability that the
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place was sacked and plundered. The most interesting discovery was
a large quantity of inscribed seals, over 700 in number. Nearly all
were discovered in a room which was in all probability used for the
deposit of refuse, as they were found mixed up with broken pottery,
bones, burnt rice, ashes and other rubbish. "These seals were originally
attached to letters or other literary documents which must have decayed
quickly in the damp soil. They belonged partly to officials, partly to
private persons, generally bankers and merchants many of whomn
belonged to mercantile guilds; and they were entirely secular with the
exception of one bearing the mark of a linga with a trisul on each side,
which is clearly the seal of the temple. Drobably this seal bears the
oldest figure of a linga which has as yet been found in India. Like the
rest of the seals, it dates back to the 4th or 5th Century A. D. lvis
a matter of some local interest that the ancient pame of Tirhut,
Tirabhukti, occurs on two of the seals.

excavations was started in 1012 by
Dr. Spooner, Superintendent of Archeological Survey in the Hastern
Circle. He went down to a depth of 16 to 18 feet. Several large square
bricks of an antiquity and a large number of seals and pieces of pottery
were, however, discovered. A few of the seals are ascribable to about the
3rd Century B. C. Seals and a few coins and some well-preserved
terracottas were indeed the only important finds of the season’s work.
In spite of the best efforts of Cunningham, Dr. Bloch and Dr. Spooner
the enclosing walls of the fortress and also of the Royal palace of
ancient Vaisali yet remain to be excavated. The finds made by
Dr. Spooner are kept in the Patna Museum.

In 1945 Sri J. C. Mathur, 1.c.5., Subdivisional Officer, Hajipur
took the initiative and with the help of others founded the Vaisalt
Sangh with a view to bring into prominence the ruins of Vaisali and to
redeem it from the neglect. Every year on the birth-day of Mababir
(i.e., Chait Sudi 13) the Vaisali festival is held under the auspices of
the Vaisali Sangh. The Sangh also intended to establish the Vaisall
Institute of Post-Graduate Studies and Research in Prakrit and
Jainology, to provide facilities for higher studies and original researches
in Prakrit and Jain learning in all their branches and to prepare and
publish critical editions and translations of the hitherto unpublished
Prakrit and Jain literature.* The Superintendent, Archmological
Department, Bihar Circle, had made excavations in 1950 which led to
important finds. Sri S. A. Shere, Curator of Patna Museum, writes a8

follows :—

““ The vessels found at Vaisali are mostly red wares with red
glip. Fragments having leaf design showing admixture
of mica fakes and decorated with ** rain drop " pattern
are interesting specimens of this collection. The use of
mica in earthenwares to import lustrous surface may be

The second series of

#The State has since sponsored an Institute for these objects at Vaisali.

DIRECTORY. 2431

comimon in those days as articles found in Pataliputra a
Patna also show the same characteristic. Somep ofa iﬁg
fragments. have been found to be ornamented and
decorated in high relief. There are specimens which are
decorated with incised lines and geometrical design.
There are also some yellow, green, brown, grey and black
polished potsherds such as the beautiful fragment of
glazed dish the upper surface of which shows pattern of
radiating rays with border. Its colour is yellow ground
with green and brown lines having plain light yellow
colour for the outer surface. There are fragments which
have blue, black gale. Some of the grave wares have
black slip and are highly polished. There are dishes
which have a painted base and rim . (Homage t¢
Vaisali, p. 82.)

While repairing the road at Kharauna Pokhar an ancient concrete
road has been exposed to view and it was probably the royal road
connecting Vanijgram and the Garh.

Vaisali Museum has been built by the Vaisali Sangh at Chak
Ramdas. There is a valuable collection of the local finds made through

community efforts.
MELAS*

Birahama.—Held during the rains on Nagpanchmi day to
commemorate the worship of snakes. There is a large congregation of
men. A large sale of pigs is held. The income of the mela is appro-
priated by a high school in the same village.

Bisahar.—This melg is held at Bharopur on Sraoaﬂ Sudi P )
day 13 honourblof thet gmrship of snakes. %t is said that a nunzng 722
wizards sssemble at the mela and chant b . Th i
consists mostly of women. Y ® congregation
Charaut.—Occurs twice a vear, on the occasion of Bas 3
. B s ant P
day of Falgun and in the month of Baisakh or April. it Fanchms
Hardi.—Held on Basani Panchmi day and conti '
- nu
two or three weeks and is noted for a cattle fiir. o8 for about
Jaintpur.—A big cattle fair on Dashahare day i i
- ; y is held at Jaint
and continues for about a fortnight. It is noted for the sale of caft?;
and consumers goods. The mela is well attended. |
Jajuar.—There is nothing particular about this mela, held duri
] : \ urin
the Dashahara festival excepting that there is a huge congregation o%
people and good business of ordinary goods is done.

Kamtaul Jagdish.—This mela is held during the Nagpanchmi &
in the month of Sravan. It is meant for the worship of sglzkes and 1’;3;

*If not specifically mentioned the mela has tsken its name from the place

where it is held.
18 8 Rev,
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very large congregation of people during the mela indicates that serpent
worship has still a very big hold on the mind of the people.

Konharaghat.—People attending this mela on Kartik Purnima
have a dip into the holy water of the river Gandak. The local
tradition mentions that there was a duel fight between an elephant and
a crocodile which has been referred to under Xonharaghat separately.
The mela lasts only for two days and has a religious sanctity.

Khajuri.—There is a big turn-over in cattle in this mela in the
month of January.

Kokilwarah.—This mela is held on Phalgun Shivaratri and has a
big turn-over in cattle.

Mahua.—Cattle and wooden furniture are largely sold in this
mela during Dashahara festival.

Panapur.—Thousands of persons visit this mela lasting a week,
m the month of October. The principal feature of it is the sacrifice of
a large number of he-goats before the Goddess Durga (Vashmi Devi).
After sacrifice the goats are consigned to flames. It is understood that
even 18,000 goats had been sacrificed in 1952.

Parsauni.—This is also a cattle fair and starts in the wake of
Sheohar mela.

Ramehaura.—This nela is leld every vear on Ramnapami day.
The local tradition is that Shri Ramehandra had halted here for a bath
on his way to Janakpur. There are some marks on stone which are
said to be his foot-prints.

- Rautinia.—It occurs twice a year in October and in April.
This mela in Kanti police-station is particularly noted for the sale and
purchase of bullocks,

Rewah,—Held at village Rewa, police-station PTaru, during
Kartic Purnima and all the eclipses. It is essentially a religious mela
and is attended by a large assembly of men.

Sheohar.—It is a cattle mela lasting for ten davs which ts held
every year in the month of Baisakh. There is no religious background.

Sitamarhi Bibah Panchmi.—Held at Sitamarhi and starts on the
Bibah Panchmi day of Aghan and continues for ten days. It is a fair
mainly for sale and purchase of elephants, horses, bullocks and
miscellaneous articles. :

Sitamarhi Rammavami.—This is a very old mela and there is a
great turn-over in cattle. It is said that this is the largest cattle fair
in North Bihar. It starts on the Chait Ramnavami dav and lasts for 5
fortnight.  Besides cattle, timber and miscellaneous articles are
also sold here. This is one of the biggest melas in the district and
attracts a very large number of persons.
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Susta.—Also known as Susta Bibah Panchmi mela. It is held
during Aghan Bibah Panchmi day. An important cattle fair is held in
this mela. .

Turki.—This mela is held at village Turki, police-station Kurhani.
This is commonly known as Sri Mahadeva mela. It is held in early
May and although religious in character it is marked by a large sale of
cattle. ’

(Some purely cattle fairs are also held among which ‘Madhurapur,
Sonebarsa, pBarha,rwa, Babhangams, Bagaha and Manikchak melas
are more important.)



ENCLOSURE 1.

Extract from the chapter on ‘ Rents, Wages and Prices’ of the
Muzaffarpur District Gazetteer, 1907.

PropUCE RENTS.

Rents are generally paid in cash, but they are paid in kind for a
small percentage of the area under cultivation. Non-occupancy ryots
and under-ryots pay produce rents for 19 and 61 per cent, respectively
of their holdings, but the area held by these classes of tenants is
comparatively insignificant; and such rents are paid for only 7 per cent
of the land held by occupancy and settled ryots, which accounts for no
less than 82 per cent of the holdings. Where produce rents obtain, it
is because the crops are precarious owing to the land being exposed to
inundation or deterioration; and mango groves which bear fruit only at
intervals are also frequently held under the same system. Rents are
paid in kind more largely in the south than in the north of the district,
and are most common in the Hajipur, Mahuwa and Lalganj thanas,
where the area held on produce rents is 13.2, 11.6 and 7.5, respectively
of the cultivated land. In Hajipur a considerable area consists of
Gangetic diaras, where the crops are liable to be washed away by a
sudden rise of the river. In Mahuwa there are numerous lakes, which
serve the purposes of drainage areas, and the crops grown there in dry
seasons are liable to be swamped by sudden floods. In the Ialganj
thana again the land to the west is exposed to inundation from the
Gandak. Not only are the drainage basins more numerous in the
south, but the demand for land is greater, and cultivators are therefore
tempted to take up land on terms which they would decline in less
congested areas. This competition for land is, in fact, the main cause
of the prevalence of produce rents, as it induces cultivators to settle
for land on which the crops are very precarious. .

Batar SysTeEM.

There are three ways in which produce rents are paid, viz., by the
batai, bhaoli and mankhap systems. Under the batai system the actual
produce, including the straw, is divided between the landlord and tenant;
generally each receives half of the crop, but occasionally it is divided in
the proportion of 7 ths to the ryot and %, ths to the landlord, or v ths
to the ryot and ' ths to the landlord. The crop is either divided on the
field, in which case the practice is known as bojh-batai, because the
landlord and tenant each get a fixed share of the sheaves (bojha), or the
divigion of the produce takes place on the threshing floor and is called
agor-batai, because the crop has to be carefully watched (agorna) to
prevent pilfering.

BraoLr SYSTEM.

Under the bhaoli system the crop is appraised in the field before it is
reaped, and the value of the landlord’s share is paid by the tenant either
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i i i, which
i i tem is not so common as the batai, w
o o cash ent in i istrict, though appraisement 18 generally

i valent in the di : nera
Eoi'};ealzilw?:fltgéfaous to the landlord, both because there 1s no pilfering

and because he can bring pressure t0 bear on the cultivator to secure &

favourable appraisement.
MANKHAP SYSTEM.

. . B
stem of rent payment 1s a peculiar system, foun
The e e of the Raja 01; Sheohar in the thana of that name

i tes X Lo
mainly on the esta o e e Ranis in the Pupri thana: it is

and on the estate of t ban is
i i har thana, where as much as 6.0 per ce
especially commom 1 e et Where it prevails, the tenant binds

i ts.
o e e o pmduc?i;:él amount of grain ranging in the case of

h'lmsfe . t08p:oyla2nnm1$111yd: per acre, whatever the outturn may be. Asa
rlcle I;%I: mankhap is paid on certain specified plots 1n the holding,
us e’11 about 3 kathas in the bigha; but in some cases the .tenant
bays & gn d annual amount on the total area in addition to his cash
ot aJTlX'Z system appears to be a comparatively modern innovation,
;(raxl:it.is no]'gl fognd in the more highly develope(: partsIc;f shﬁe dls’;nct, ?EE
i i ring the last century. iffers from
Onéy s asrer;ix;ezlg l;;?ngrlllt otg rent in kind, in that the demand does
e tm?'ystyitself to good or bad seasons; and it is in this respect that
;ltoisasc])uinequitabie, as whether his crop 1s a bumper one oIrt an utt:(s;
failure, the tenant has to pay the amount agreed up?ini;h ! thls I(l)t;s
surpris’ing therefore that: it 18 e:xcegdmgly‘unpopul?r, an . aost ;aorrythe
regard it as equivalent to culjslx{atlng their l@nds ree O hcl for the
landlord. Fortunately the evil 1sba. vetr‘l})]r hrgiieii 1?1::;23 ;sl nt aep:;}t f,f cld
few in number; they :
(Illiggg;ﬂ;:hzzstigltzr:re low; and they consist almost entirely of paddy-

fields, which generally give a good outturn.
CasH RENTS. .
i f ryots an
tes of rent paid by the several classes o

The ? v:izg:s ;g lf)sws :— Ryots at fixed rates, Rs. 3-11-11;’occupa,ncy
under-réﬁ).(sl ryots, Rs. 3-12-3; non-occupancy.ry.ots, Rs. 4-9-0; and
an%e:ery‘ois Igs 4-5-8 per acre. The average incidence of rent per acre
under- , Rs.

1l classes is Rs. 8-13-6. -
e o the south than in the north of the district,

Rents are higher in tively late date.

for land has developed at a comparatively e
whezlrle the dglffngélc‘l p:ncy and settled ryots, who form the great majority
In the case tors. none of the thanas in the south, except Paro, return
of the cultivators, the thanas in the north

Rs. 4 an acre, while none of ) : '
: :a,;o:l (;,f 11-:22 thhizllller than this. The rate of rent 18 highest in the
re 'uhbourhOOd ot . Hajipur, where poppy, tobacco, potatoes, etc.,fare
I;:égvn on land which 1s never fallow and which often produces four

itb the character
i . Rents vary, however, not only wi a1

c?ﬁiéﬁag‘;ﬁ z;atrhe land, but also according to the caste and posmlon of
:he cultivator, and a tenant of high caste pays less than one of lower

social rank.
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F.NHANCEMENT OF RENTS.

Compared with the neighbouring districts, Muzaffarpur does nov
occupy an unfavourable position as regards rent rates, in spite of the
large increase which has taken place since the Permanent Settlement.
Mr. Stevenson-Moore is of opinion that, speaking broadly, rent rates
have increased 100 per cent in the past three-quarters of a century; and
observes that though the increase of zamindari assets has been largely -
obtained by the reclamation of waste and the expansion of cultivation,
there can be no doubt that enhancement of rent rates has been also an
important factor leading to this result. Whatever the cause, whether
it was the depopulation of Tirhut by the great famine of 1770, or its
general inaccessibility and backwardness, the fact remains that half a
century ago the rents were very light; and this fact greatly conduced to
and also justified the subsequent increase. The two main methods by
which enhancements have been obtained have been by partition and
arbitrary increase of rent rates. Partition has been the main cause of
the increase, and it is noticeable that with hardly an exception the
most excessive enhancement of rent rates has taken place in the villages
that have undergone partition. There is generally a keen desire on the
part of proprietors of joint estates to get their shares separated by
partition, and the result is the creation of a large number of petty
landlords, who are unable to keep up their position, but who try to do
so by squeezing as much as possible from their ryofs. The other great
cause of enhancement has been the way in which zamindars have been

able to tamper with rent rates, enhancing them at their own pleasure
and in a purely arbitrary way. Consequently, rent rates, even where
they exist, have often little or no relation to the quality of the seil.

The ryots of large proprietors enjoy the greatest security with
regard to tenant right, and the ryofs of small proprietors the ~least:
while the ryots of large tenure-holders enjoy the most privileged rent
rates and those of small tenure-holders suffer the most excessive. The
large tenure-holders are generally indigo-planters, and their policy is to
leave rents alone, so long as land is given for indigo; and the rate is
highest in estates held by petty lease-holders or thikadars.

PaYMENT oF RENTS.

Rents are usually paid in four instalments, except in the case of very
petty zamindars, who generally do not adhere to any fixed instalments,
but realize their entire demand as soon as they can. The first instal-
ment is due in the month of Asin or October, when the bhadoi, the
first harvest of the agricultural year, bas been reaped. This instalment
(kist) is invariably one-fourth of the total annual rent. The second is
levied in Aghan or Pus (December), when the winter rice crop is reaped,
and varies from one-fourth to half of the rental according to the extent
of the rice land. The next instalment is paid in Chait (April) and varies
from two to six annas; and the last is in Baisakh or Jeth (Mey), when
the rabi crops have been reaped and threshed; in some cases it is
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ane-fourth and in some one-eighth of the total rental. A portion of
this last instalment is frequently realized when the harvesting of the
bhadoi crop is begun in September.

WAGES.

Statistics of the wages given for certain selected classes of labour
during the ten years 1892—1901 will be found in the Statictical
Appendix*.  From this statement it will be seen that, even in so short a
period, there has been a general rise in the rates paid for labour. This
is most marked in the case of skilled labour, which now commands a
higher value than it did formerly. Among masons, carpenters and
blacksmiths the wage shows an upward tendency; the silversmith
charges a bigher rate for his workmanship; and the shoemaker and
tailor have raised their tariff. The rise is gradual, but is clearly
observable; and it appears to be due to a combination of circumstances,
such as an advance in the standard of comfort among the natives of the
better class, the opening of new lines of railway, and the resultant
communication with large centres of industry,

Outside urban areas the wages of labour generally maintain much
the same level from year to year, and this is particularly the case with
unskilled lsbour. But, even here, there has been a noticeable increase
in the daily wage obtained by the labourer during the last generation.
Adult male labourers, who 30 years ago used to receive only 4 pice, now
get 8 Gorakhpuri or lohia pice; women get 6 pice where f’om;erly they
were paid 8 pice; and boys are paid a daily wage of 4 to 5 pice instead of
9 pice. This clags therefore has not been seriously affected by the
corresponding increase in the price of food; and they are moreover, to
a great extent, secure from suffering on that account, as wages in the

villages are still usually paid wholly or partly in kind. A ploughman is
paid 2 annas for half & day’s work, but hesides this, he is given for break-
tast half & kachcha seer (5 chittacks) of some inferior grain like marua,
makai, etc. In all agricultural operations prior to reaping, except
ploughing, a labourer, when paid in kind, gets 4 kachcha seers of one
of the cheap grains, such as unhusked coarse paddy, marua, makai,
khesari and kodo. When paid in cash, he gets 8 Gorakhpuri or lohia
pice, besides one-eighth of a seer of makai for his breakfast. When
engaged in transplanting, labourers are usually fed once a day on coarse
rice and pulse. Weeding is done at a period when the cultivators’
circumstances are straitened, and the labourers sometimes have to
accept & little less food. At the current prices of the grain in which
labourers are paid either in whole or part, the average wage in cash
would be 13 anna, except for transplanting, when it equals to 2 annas.
From the time of reaping agricultural labour is everywhere paid in kind.
In reaping and threshing the labourer gets one-eighth of tl_le produce
reaped. The remuneration for the person who watches crops is b dhurs,
or % th of the gross produce. In the case of makai, when the cultivator
adopts the unusual practice of employing some one else to watch the
crop, a double wage is paid, the responsibility being so much greater.

RN

*Not quoted (P. C. R, C.)
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Carpenters, blacksmiths and other members of the village
community, who indirectly assist cultivation, are also paid in kind for
their labour, and it is estimated that they absorb altogether ! th of the
gross produce. On the whole, it may be said that },th of the gross
produce of all food-crops goes to defray the cost of watchmen, village
artisans, etc. This system is particularly suited to an agricultural
country like Muzaffarpur, as it has the advantage of being unaffected
by any rise in the price of food-grains. Whatever the fluctuation in the
price of these, the labourer’s wage remains the same.

Lasour SvupprLy.

It is estimated that the supply of labour exceeds the demand by 68
per cent, and that there is labour for about one-third of the female
labouring population after the male population has been satisfied. In
these circumstances, the continuance of the indigo industry Las a very
important bearing upon the labour problem, as will be seen from the
facts and figures quoted by the Settlement Officer. He showed by
calculation that indigo requires four and a half times as much labour as
other crops, an acre under indigo giving employment to 172 labourers,
while an acre under ordinary cultivation would only give employment
to 39 persons; and he stated, on the authority of the Secretary of the
Association, that the concerns of the Indigo Planters’. Association had
indigo on 74,214 acres and employed an average of 35,000 labourers
per diem throughout the year. The industry has suffered terribly since
that time (1901) from the competition of the artificial dye; several
factories have been closed or have reduced their cultivation; and it is
stated in the final forecast of the indigo crop of 1905 that the area under
cultivation in 1904 was only 35,000 acres, and that the area estimated
a8 sown in 1905 had fallen to 25,000 acres. According to the above
scale, this means that over 24,000 persons have been thrown out of
employment, of whom only about 5,500 can have found employment on
the cultivation which has taken the place of indigo. The decline of the
industry has also had a serious effect on the wages obtained for labour:
for, according to statistics prepared by the Director-General of Statistics,
the number of persons employed in indigo factories increased from 1891
to 1896 and then fell, while the wages of agricultural labourers rose
steadily till the latter year, and then fell from Rs. 4 to Rs. 3.

At the same time, the planters complain that far from there being
an excess of labour, they suffer from a serious deficiency. Rates have
gone up, and they are already inconvenienced by the emigration which
takes place to the eastern districts every year.  Further, the conse-
quence of their changing from indigo to sugar and other countr crops
has been that they need labour at the same instead of at a different
time from that at which the ordinary zamindar and cultivator require it.

Prices.

A statement of the prices current in each subdivision during the
years 1893—1902 is given in the Statistical Appendix. It is interesting
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i ith those obtaining a century ago, and to
usly tgéthvalue of food-grains has nsg;l%. See(g: :ﬁg
the price of the finest arwa rice was .
I?tsgz(;elﬁ:};ei gggnd 5 Eeers per rupee; and m 1803, a year of sgcoarsc;g;
gh cheapest rice sold at 1 maund 3 seers and the dearest aO eers
e? ru eg while the same sum could puychase 2 maunds ,1”1 sgeerSeen
Earleyp From the statement in the Statistical Appendix 1t thil'e ehead-
that d‘uring the decade ending in 1902 the price of rice 12 oo
quarters subdivision was never less than 16 seers per Iéupe . b the’
however, the price of staple food-grains has increase ) soro%th 7 e
lue of labour has also risen; there has been a grea hg owth 1n the
n ¢ all classes; and during the last generation the develop !
u;comen?unications hz;s had the effect of levelling prices pverhlarggrt:;gt
i)ar;gxx‘n areas. Thirty years ago there was no raunav?y13 h1n 'It_‘iri utlSSta.te’
but now each subdivision is bisected by a brar‘lcl}do wi?ch o e
Railway, which places them in direct communica 1o'nt' e et
. of India. There is consequently less variation 3 prices
ngr &ifcl)ac;lc.ll?gsr:ins in different parts than formerly; and the failure o

1l as the effect of failures in
dency to be less felt, as well 2 i
icsrc())lg,iegair:ci? BeZides this, & greali;' %uantl'gm;)fﬂ:;ilehilglll)ogicg (;if :g:
i and is paid in kind, so .
:gﬁigguégéti)}:largf t:ﬁe commlt)mity less than would otherwise be the

case.

to compare these p
realize how enormously

FaMINE PRICES.

i - imum price of rice was Rs. 8 per
In'thedf&'mllrg??g fp%isfag g&:ze:: inrl?(?lf higherpt'han this in the beginning
oy (1)1:1 the 10th of that month the cheapest rate at which rice
o .‘T&nl;larg" ht was Rs. 3 a maund, while barley, thg cheapest grain 1n
com?i' ’g‘ic: u%etched Rs. 2 & maund. The highest price of common rlc?
oo hlsd dulting this famine was Rs. 5-12-0 a maund. In the f;émnq o
re%% eth rice of common rice went even higher. In 1895-96 pn:lfs
- befovg the normal up to July 1896, when they began '(;lnsee,r ! tg
Trice f common rice going up steadily from that time from seh ;
%m% Oan(:lOS seers per rupee; the last figure was reached ﬁ th};a 1;37-
: ters subdivision in December 1896, in Sitamarhi 1n1' zrcth ! thé
and _ersH iinur in April 1897. When it came to be realized that
e 3J£ﬂd be insufficient for the support of the people, prices rkcl):s(e1
g ;v in July 1897 the price of common rice 10 Sitamarhi reache
zgaégér:nthe] highést recorded anywhere in the district during that famine

or at any other time.
MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

described the people
77 the Collector of Muzaffarpur ‘
inched and stsinted partly by reason of ovpr—populatlop a-n&1 pa;r:z
:flrplllz(;] ethear;hikadam' ,system and the insufficient protection the

0

law afforded the ryots. In good years the majority of the ryots, he said,
a

:oved a bare sufficiency of the ecessaries of life, and in years of short
enjoye

Writing in 1
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outturn they suffered privations and sunk deeper and deeper in debt.
Nine years later the Collector painted their condition in even blacker

colours.

“ Rxtreme poverty , he wrote, ** is undoubtedly the lot of the
great majority of the inhabitants of the distriet. The prevailing poverty
is accompanied by » degree of dirt and sordidness in the personal habits
of the people and of grinding penuriousness, which 1 have not seen in
other parts of India. The circumstances of the lower clasges have
approached dangerously to the limits of destitution ", Since that time
the district has passed through the searching test of famine, which,
straining as it does all their resources, is perhaps the best tesy of the
prosperity of a people so dependent on the soil. The famine of
1836-37 furnished a striking demonstration of the general improvement
whick bad taken place during the last generation, and showed that the
picture drawn a decade before of the wretched condition of tlie people
was either overdrawn or no longer represented the existing facts.

Nowhere did the famine of 1873-74 canse greater suffering than
in the district of Tirhut, which comprised both Muzaffarpur and
Darbhanga; and we have it on the authority of Sir A. P. MacDonnell
that the ryots of that district were so impoverished, so utterly without
resource, and so unable to bear up against the failure of a single season’s
crop that one-third of the population wag at one period in receipt of
relief from Government. In 1896-97, when the distress was at its
greatest, more than three-fifths of the persons receiving relief in the
division belonged to the districts of Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga; but
instead of forming one-third of the population of those districts, they
now formed less than 33 per cent of it. The opinion of the Government
of Bengal on this point is contained in the following extract from the
Resolution on the Commissioner’'s report :—'* That under less favour-
able circumstances than in 1B78-74, the numbers requiring Government
relief shouid have been so much less would appear to establish the fact
of general improvement in the general circumstances of the people, but
the whole conditions of the relief administration during the two famines
were so different that the inference is not so conclusive as it would have
been had the same methods been adopted in both cases. Nevertheless
the general experience and observations of the officers engaged in the
famine, some of them with knowledge of facts, both then and now, as
well as the concurrent opinions of non-officlals acquainted with these
provinees, do indicate that even in Bihar, during the past quarter of a
century, there has been a ‘considerable advance in material prosperity,
and that the power of the country as a whole to withstand the calamities
of seasons has greatly increased. ”

Equally striking evidence of the increased prosperity of the people
is afforded by the results of the enquiries made by Mr. Stevenson-Moore
during the last settlement operations. He found that there are, on an
average, in each square mile 45 persons who cultivate a8 landlords, 496
pure cultivators, 171 cultivating labourers, and 81 pure lsbourers, and
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that 90 per cent of this population live in ordinary years in a very
moderate state of comfort. It would, he considers, require a succession
of very bad seasons to bring the cultivating labourer or the pure culti-
vator in any numbers 0 destitution, and the danger grows yearly Jess;
but, he adds, it is impossible to obscure the fact that indications exist of
cultivators being starved out to make room for the increasing pressure
on the soil of the superior castes and landlord classes. This tendency 13
inevitable in a district containing a rapidly increasing population of
petty proprietors. There is no doubt that the agricultural development
of the north is more pronounced than that of the squth-: and it may be
said broadly that in the south and centre of the district, where the
standard of cultivation is high, where irrigation is practised to sole
extent, and where the population is not wholly dependent upon the rice
crop, the lower agricultural classes are fairly well off, but that in the
north and west, where these advantages do not exist, these classas,
though better off than their neighbours in many parts of the districts
of Champsran and Darbhanga, are in but poor condition and are liable

to suffer severely in times of scarcity.

he one class which justifies the account given above of the
oho one le is that of the landless labourer. Spending

destitution of the peop , ,
what he earns from day to day, he has very little to pawn or sell in
times of distress; he gets no credit from the mahajan; and he is the

mb if the crops fail and he cannot get labour. Hig total
lﬁnrggnfz ?s[;l c:;imated at Rs. 10—13, or Rs. 2—6 less than the amount
required to maintain him in a fair state of comfort, and the first
indication of rea) distress throws him on the bands of Government.
Pure labourers, however, form only 9 per cent of the total population,
and manage both their meals by having for one of them cheap root-crops,
like alua and suthni which usually sell very cheap at the season when
there is little field work to be done, viz., in January and February.
The agricultural classes are in a far better position, and have a resource
unknown to the ryot of Bengal proper in the cultivation of indigo and
opium. It has been calculated that on the whole the cultivation of
indigo costs Rs. 40 per acre; and with the exception of Rs. 2 per acre
for seed, which is obtained from the United Provinces, all the remainder
of this cost is expended in the district. In this way, it is estimated,
over 18} lakhs were paid away in hard cach in the famine year 1896-97.
The cultivation of opium is on 2 fgr small’er scale, but -the amount it
brings into the pockets of the cultivators is considerable. Those who
undertake to grow poppy receive advances in cash from the Opium
Department, and these advances are raade at & time when money 15 most
wanted. In the famine of 189(_5-97 nearly four lakhs of_ rupees were
paid on this account to the cultivators, and no less than six lakhs were

advanced in 1904-05.
' in estimating
Another matter which should not be left out of account m es ng
the prosperity of the people is the extent to which they receive remit-
tances from abroad. Large numbers of labourers migrate annually at the



252 MUZAFFARPUR.

beginning of the cold weather, in search of work on the roads, railways
and fields in other districts, returning to their homes at the end of the
hot weather, in time for the agricultural operations, which commence
with the bursting of the monsoon; and besides this, a considerable
number of the adult males are spread over other parts of India in
quasi-permanent employ. All these persons make remittances to their
homes, while those who migrate for a time bring back with them the
balance of their savings. In this way, large sums of money are sent
or brought into the district every year, and are expended in the support
of the inhabitants. In the famine year 1896-97 over 15 lakhs were
paid by money-order in Muzaffarpur, the money-orders being almost all
for sums below Rs. 10, and the average about half that sum; and it
appears certain that a very large proportion represented remittances
sent by emigrants to their homes. Since that time the amount thus
remitted has increased, and in 1904-05 the total value of the money-
orders paid amounted to 234 lakhs of rupees. Cousidering that the
amount paid in 1896-97 was unusually large in consequence of the excep-
tional drain on the resources of the inhabitants, this increase may fairly
be taken as an indication of growing prosperity.

ENCLOSURE II.

Firtract from the chapter on * the Indigo Industry ’ of the Muzaffarpur
i District Gazetteer, 1907. )

PROGRESS OF THE INDUSTRY. . .

roduct of North Bibar lonhg é)efore the a;dvle;gseofbggg

it i ivation by European methods appears t0 a¥ '
Brltlsg,bbu%;;sﬂg;?lgﬁ;%ra’ %’he ﬁrs%T Coilector of Tirhut. ertmg 1}1
§t738r5te thrﬁe years after his appointment as Collector, he claims to uk;awe
boen ’tll e pioneer of the industry, and says :—"‘1 mtroducedd :111]: Zzigbli:ﬁ:

] f indigo after the European manner, encourage :
e cf) indigo works and plantations, and erected three at my own
ment o ]%t is at least from this time that the manufacture of m@xgo
heren b develop into an industry, and to attract European enterprise.
'bega'?sgoth:re vfere five Europesns in possession of _indigo works; in
111319}3 the number of factories had increased to nine, situated % Dgudp;xlx(-l,
Saraiya, Dhuli, Ottur (Athar), Shahpur, Kanti, Motipur, beorla gab-
| T b,y the year 1803 altogether 23 factories had been es

%?:l?eilmi;n &'If‘(ilrhut. During these early days the industry was directly

fostered by the HEast India Company, and gpecigl permislssic())rgl h;gwteov el;e

obtained by Kuropeans wishing to engage n 1t. In , othe[:
the Board of Directors passed orders that no further advancestgr :

eiuniary encouragement should be givgn to th(f plar;lteri?i, I?Islneczsszxge

ed from the sale of the product made such al¢ ULt .

;;?1?;2 (;zzf)ltfzﬁggll;) became an independent and self-supporting industry,

the pioneer planting industry in Bengal.

Indigo was a P

hut during the next few years was rapid, though

failures, probably owing to over-
there a.ppearsIto aha;‘é;o]i:ersluglu?il:{ed in 1810 pt_he Collector state(iot(l)l&t;
p1-o§uct1011. n with another, the district seldom sent less ths:)nooo, 0
taking on*; Y:girgo to Calcutta for export to Europe; tk;atfri;s. e
maunds o ll received their principal support from tho% ) aéc c])3 ! éO e
50,000 erage each factory disbursed from Rs_. 25, o Rs. n;iles
that on the 5¥ h gd cash to the labourers and cultxyatorq for some :
per anfri o e He estimated that in this way not less

ious rns. ¢ he
round the various corce circulated every year by t

. of rupees were .
than sX sg‘l'er; 1:Il!:gsurged Eo)h:a,t; the advantages of the industry tO.tﬂ}e
planters In Tirhut, t that Government should encourage it In

: ere 8o grea . %) )
Jabouring classes were Lgt the speculator Wwin or lose, be wrote.

every possible WAY. die @ pauper, the district is equally
" acquire o princey fortunedorhi;e strﬁggﬁas for prosperity do rarely

is industry, ad jority of them
penefited by his 1D e succeed, but the majority h
succeed. Dsﬁor:]flt?:s t:;pg: l:oel;xsave arisen later throngh the competition
i .

Its progress in Tir

fail. ' ; 1828 the Collector represented that indigo
cultivatl
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desirable for the benefit of the district. * Frqm the. misunder-
standing, ~* he wrote, ** which has prevailed and still prevails amongst
the European planters, disputes with one another are of very frequent
occurrence : disputes have, however, of late occurred through descen-
dants of Europeans embarking in indigo cultivation, worked chiefly, if
not entirely, by native agency. For the peace of the district and
welfare of the established planters, it therefore appears highly desirable
that the Government restrictions regarding the erection of factories by
Furopeans should be extended to the descendants of Iuropeans, and
power be vested in the Magistrate to prevent engagements for the
cultivation of indigo plant by other than the proprietor or proprietors of
one established factory. ™’

In 1850 there were no less than 86 factories in Tirhut, severa] of
which were used for the manufacture of sugar, but about this time sugar
was finally superseded by indigo as the Kuropean industry of the district,
and many refineries were converted into indigo concerns. Difficulties were
at cne time threatened by the feeling of tension between the ryots and
the factories produced by certain abuses which had crept into the system
of cultivation; but the danger was averted by the planters themselves,
who in 1877 formed the Bihar Planters’ Association in order to put
matters on a satisfactory footing.

Smce that time the area under cultivation appears to have been
steadily on the increase until the discovery of the Badische artificial dye.
In 1897 it amounted to 87,258 acres or 5.62 of the cultivated area of tle
district, and in that year the Settlement Officer enumerated 23 head
factories, with an average of three outworks under each, belonging to
the Bihar Indigo Planters’ Association, besides nine independent
factories; while the industry was estimated to give employment
throughout the year to 15 per cent of the labouring classes. Since then
the industry has suffered from the competition of the artificial dye in
Europe and from the high prices of food-grains and the consequent
demand for land in Bihar. The price of the natural dye has tallen
rapidly, and the area under cultivation has diminished, being estimated
at 35,000 acres in 1904, while the final forecast of the indigo crop in
Bengal returned the area sown in 1905 as only 25,000 acres. Govern-
ment has come to the aid of the planters with substantial grants for
scientific research, the aim of which is to ascertain whether it is possible
to increase the outturn and quality of the dye at a cheaper cost;
excellent work in the chemistry, bacteriology and agriculture of indigo
has been done and is still progressing; and every effort is being made
to improve the quality of the plant by importing fresh seed from Natal.
But so far these experiments have not succeeded in arresting the decay
of the industry. The price obtained for indigo is barely sufficient to
cover the cost of production and many factories are either closing
altogether or are reducing the area cultivated with indigo, growing in its
place sugar, cotton, and country crops. The figures given below
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show sufficiently clearly how greatly the outturn has decreased in
consequence of these adverse conditions :—

T Year. Outturn. Value. P;ix(;i Egr
) Mds. Rs. Rs.
1895—1900 (average) 14,573 27,14,800 186
1900-01 . 14,185 19,85,900 140
1904-05 4,045 6,06,750 150

CULTIVATION.

which indigo is to be grown is prepared for sowing as
soon']gslet}llinghzxr)if crops are %eaped, as it is of great m{pqrtagcez tgmt thg
soil should retain the moisture supplied by the ralnfa_d in lc ; er agu
November. The land is ploughed and .reploughed until the cl ods al_rfh
ulverized, and after being manured, is levelled an‘d smoothed wit da
plamk rolle’r composed of a long heavy beam on which two men stand.
;i‘he ceed is sown at the beginning of the hot weather, as soon as the
nights begin to get warm, & special drill, with coulters gbout ﬁvenor
six inches apart, being used for the purpose; and after sowuag,l.thf rongirl
is again used to level the surface. The seedlings are very de :lca?e u i
their roots are well developed, and many perlsh_owulxg to lr)t w Se
winds; but moist east winds after sowing, and spring showers later, a:‘l
very beneficial to the young plants. They make slov'v .progreshs unti
the monsoon sets in, when the growth becomes very rapid; an(}i they are
ready for cutting, which takes place immediately be‘forebtheyb :wzr, 111n
July or August. A second crop is obtained in September, u80u ua{Qg
viefds less than the first crop, the average outturn of which is dtol :
maunds of green plant per acre; the yield of 100 maunds of good plan

should be about ten seers of indigo.
Soils and Manures.

indi i ith such

i follow indigo, but is more generally rotated wit
sIgglggg:;zZne,' PopPY, ﬁ)bacco, cereals and oil-seeds. It is usually
g&%m on high lands beyond the reach of floods; the soils are necessarily

varied in character and composition, but deep alluvium loams seem to

i i ipti deficient in phos-
i best. Many soils of this description are '
suligrtil;eazll:gpan?is nitrogen, but are generally rich in other useful consti-
EuentS' while extensive experiments have proved that superphosphate

i sh can be économically applied to them. The refuse
?n;gglt;?:ztoisgf}:? is the manure most easily obtained, and is verv
irlelluable- but it is less suited for indigo itself than for rotation <(:1r0pe,
such as’ sugarcane, tobacco, poppy, cereals and oﬂ-sequ. It pro'ucef.l
heavy crops of indigo, but the leaf is deficient 1n colouring rpa;tter,fan
indigo grown on land heavily treated with sith is liable to mjury from

insect-pests.
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Seed.

The seed used in Tirhut comes for the most part from the United
Provinces, as there is a general belief that the best seed is obtainable
there, and that local seed does not keep good from season to season and
does not germinate properly. The system of getting seed in this way,
without any special selection, has caused deterioration in the varieties
generally grown, and there is little doubt that the plant commonly
cultivated does not now produce a satisfactory amount of dye matter,
particularly on worn-out indigo lands. The chief cultivated form is
Indigofera Sumatrana, which was introduced about 150 years ago, and
not Indigofera tinctoria as was formerly supposed.

Within recent, years Natal indigo (Indigofera arrecta) has been
introduced, the seed being obtained direct from Natal and also from
plants acclimatized in Java. This plant has been found to give a very
considerable increase of colouring matter from the unit area of land.
It has a much more vigorous habit of growth than the old variety, and
the leaf contains a larger proportion of the colour-yielding principle. It
appears to be eminently suited to the soils and climate of Bihar, and
farms have now been established in three districts for the cultivation
of its seed on an extended scale.

Colouring matter.

. The colouring matter from which indigotin is derived exists almost
entirely in the leaf of the plant. It increases as the plant grows, but
deteriorates after a certain stage, and harvesting and steeping have
therefore to be carried on expeditiously. Plants which have been
cut some time and become blackened by heating in bulk contain very
little dye matter, so that the green plant cannot be carted very far.

A plant which is forced by manure to very active growth also gives a
poor percentage of dye matter.

MANUFACTURE.
Steeping.

When cut the leaves are taken to the factory, and are there steeped
in large vats until fermentation is complete. The old gystem of manu-
facture requires two sets of vats, the vats on the higher level being used
for steeping the plant, which is kept submerged by logs of wood or bars
fixed in position. During this process active fermentation takes place
through the action of soluble ferments (enzymes), causing the formation
of a compound which is easily convertible into indigotin by the action
of air. The period of steeping varies with the temperature of the air
and water. If the temperature of the water is 90° to 92°F., steeping
for ten hours is sufficient, but instead of varying the time, it is prefer-
able to heat the water in the reservoir to a definite temperature. It has
been found that when the plant. is steeped in water at 150° to 160°F.,
the colouring principle is extracted in half an hour, and indigo made in

this way is superior in quality, containing about 75 per cent of
indigotin.
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Oxidation or beating process.

When fermentation is complete, the liquid In the itezgzﬁezaz%
hich varies in colour from bright orange to olive green, bs' iraimed <
s he lower oxidizing vats, and 18 there subjected to a bris b g,
Hﬁto :feit %;'thich is to cause oxidation and separate the .partlcles oin f}f.;
E&se t?he oxidation proceeds, dark bllée p?ltldei'st ﬁi 1§dﬁztlﬁqi§£e;faced he

iqui ting is continued until a li ] iqu
gq:;géeinge:gﬁybiirov%’s a dark bl;}l{a %rempl};_atei ml‘jfn;h;itirangn (;ieéiz
i idati i ' e loss of colo ,
{ndPXIdaﬁcl)?irlll’cegl?::einlfsefio:.ons(l)(ﬁfla;tion was at one time accomphsg)edtigz
gzml(gi‘?bgating, but in most Bihar factories it is now done by a beating
wheel warked by power from a central fenglne.
Lime and ammonia process. o s

i ing the plant known as Coventr
i The lm%rovl'ei:eg;eizggir%fs g,rese:;nfntermgdiat'e between the stgepu;g
e e ing. : ? Lime is added to the indigo liquor, and a precipita Z
A o ‘?i ‘magnesium carbonates then forms, which also (éamgo
o s other impurities. The cleared hquor,‘_when run ob z:n-
o VaI‘IOtUS nd oxidized, yields indigo of good quality, apd a subs o
Y o af colouring,rﬁatter is obtained. An ammonla gas proc s
u&’} 3236355 0Mr Rawson in 1901 also produces a direct increase
pate . ,

colouring matter. '
¢ Boiling and final preparafion. e
Finally, the sedmient (known as mal) is boxled,lgtéxi?lnsgt:;gs 1:; ef-
~]‘]p into ca}l’{,es for the market. Tge pre;:tlp%tzii:ethglup b selles A
-3ation is first boiled, and the dye matter e1 b
Oqu?ltéonuriiilﬁftg becomes fairly dry. It is, then ’Callxnqu t}? rtlhshgrgx: n‘;u:) !
Sflrbajlecti;d to gradualiy increasing pressure u{ml1 it i qsd ,ao If : the form o
f i ly drie .
i cut into cakes and slowly dri€
ﬁl’él;l slzgf)’ulglgzhbg;lt and of a dark biue colour, with a coppery gloss,
1;ndgshould contain 60 per cent or more of indigotin.
LANDED INTERESTS. ' '
In the course of the last survey and settlerlnerzit;1 og:rat}ﬁ%l;s litn (;sirgz
aine 1 ei i jor landlords,
ascertained that, in their capacity as super Jndlords, e landad

i cent of the district are b
nterests wore LT Penly in a little over 2 per cent, which they held
n

( is 18 that
rietors or permanent tenurg-holders. ‘The reassc;n'6 efor vtrli?}i lsla,nds
:sfgzzgry has seldom an opportunity of b&ylnglanofesésiates T gardsd
i iently for its purposes, as tne saié S T€ .
e 'cclmgzmrzr::eyonly to be resorted to in the last extx_‘er?lt)(ri,' ;vlz)llll:
the soc}i? lofg granting permanent leases has almost entlrfe y 1; o
th.ehp:&hc l(';?se in the value of land. Faqtques_are, the_re Oli‘fl;, - H};
o d et n temporary leases for acquiring }nteyests n dY g
delﬁzlli :}?e owish to extend or maintain the cultivation of indigo. -
" Such }iea,exes are gfarited ag security for mortgages or are SIMpie

; i lso called khushkpatta,
farming leases (thika). The latter, which are also patta
17
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are due to the financial embarrassment of proprietors and to their desire
to avoid the troubles of management. The term of the lease may vary
from 5 to 20 years, and its renewal is generally made an opportunity
for increasing the rent. These thika leases are the commonest of all;
and it is to the thika system and to its influence as landlord that the
factory owes the strength of its position.

The other class of leases common in the district consists of
usufructuary mortgages, under which the factory grants a loan at a
moderate rate of interest and receives the land of an embarrassed
proprietor as security. Leases of this kind are either zarpeshgi or
sadua patua. In the former case the interest on the loan is paid yearly
by deducting it from the rent, and the principal is repayable on the
expiry of the lease; in the latter both principal and interest are
liquidated by deduction from the yearly rent due to the proprietor. It
pays the factories to invest money in this way, as it gives them a footing
in the villages, and, the mortgagors being generally unable to repay,
the lease gives the planter greater security for +his continuance in
possession.

In some cases factories take a lease of an under-tenure, this lease
being known as katkana, e.g., if two factories quarrel about their
respective jurisdictions, a sub-lease from one to the other generally forms
the basis of a compromise. Again, a proprietor is prepared to grant a
lease of his estate to a factory on condition that it takes the whole, but
part may fall within the jurisdiction of another factory. In such a
case, the good services of the Indigo Planters’ Association are called in
to arrange for the latter factory taking a sub-lease from the former, and
thus the danger of friction is avoided.

Occasionally the factory acquires land as an under-ryot under what
are called kurtauli leases. These correspond to the sadua patua leases
granted by proprietors to tenure-holders; the factory gives the ryot an
advance of so many years rental of the land taken up, and in return
is allowed to cultivate the land for that period, giving it back to the ryot
on its expiry. Kurtauli leases are generally executed for part-holdings
only, and the ryot remains in the village, cultivating the portion which
he has not sublet to the factory. An analogous form of mortgage is the
sud-bharna, in which, as in a zarpeshgi tenure, the factory gives an
advance on which the interest only is liquidated by deduction from the
annual rent for the land sublet, the factory retaining possession until
the principal is repaid.

SysTEMS oF CULTIVATION.
Ziraat.

The three main systems of indigo cultivation are commonly called
ziraat or direct cultivation by means of hired servants, asamiwar or
cultivation through factory tenants, and khushki or cultivation through
outside ryots. The term ziraat includes all land in the direct occupation
of the factory, whether held by it as proprietor, tenure-holder, ryot or
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_ryot. Altogether 61} per cent of the area under indigo is ziraat,
211113 2? ?s{gich the fgactories 1%01% 38} per cent under thika leases, and have
therefore only a temporary landlord interest; in 11 per cent th«i
factories have the rights of ryots or under-ryots; and in practically al
the remainder they have a permanent landlord interest as proprietors or
permanent tenure-holders (mukararidars).

Asamiwar.

When the system of asamiwar cultivation is followed, the indigo 1s
grown by the factory tenants at fixed rates per bigha. Generally
documents, called sattas, are executed, the ryot receiving an advance
and binding himself to grow indigo on a certain specified portion of his
holding, and to pay damages if he should fail to carry out his agreement.
All the expenses of cultivation are paid by the ryot, but the seed is given
by the factory, which also cuts and carts away the indigo, Ehe ryot being
paid for the indigo at a rate fixed by the Indigo Planters’ Association.

Khushki.

Agreements executed by ryots who are not the tenants of the factory
are called khushki sattas or voluntary agreements. In this clqse 'Cl(‘li(?
factory merely supplies the seed and pays for the crop when delivere ;
it sometimes also gives an advance to the cultivator at a light rate ?I
interest. The amount of khushki cultivation in Muzaffarpur is sma d’
as, if it is to pay, indigo requires selected lands,.c_a‘refully cultivated, an
rotated in an intelligent nanner. These conditions are all wanting in
the khushki system; the rate of remuneration has to be high in order to
induce the outside ryot to grow indigo; and the factory therefore cannot

afford this system of cultivation.

INFLUENCE OF THE INDUSTRY. o
ral effect of the industry on the district, the
Settlement Officer may be quoted :— ’
istri ' large community of honourable
¢ That a district should contan a ity of hoponrab
i ioined together by a common bond 0 _ ,
English g:gtlerlggz)tj to devotge their time and energies to the s_;e}‘v1lce of
aéllc)}i::r‘;fmaent g‘l times of danger and difficulty, 1s a xsourctcla1 of pohtlgisszﬁg
ini i th too obvious to require more than a
3(;;?;2lslﬁ,l,‘atlﬁt::r?elgiewing the relations between .tphe mdlg(;()lclc;::sex.'ns
" : he position as —
i and ryots, he sums up t_ e p
?‘n%\/Ithe ::g;?d:;r?clusiorﬁ are that the indigo industry confers a fvery
t yialg benefit on the district. It has saved many a propnetos mn:;
ine .?:able ruin: it has brought immense profits to the poorest _apt n}ﬁgs
dopr sed orti’on of the population; the political and adminis r:. ive
ggszflstagespthat accrue to the Government cannot gflmltd_ ofd 3;135&;1;.
i ’ to be set the possible disa ,
Against, these B te case Ohar%ships of the satta system to a very

in isolated cases,
%rrfitggrh;(gi;ogl (1;0 the cultivating classes. ’ghe gggre%:;e ’Pal?‘nceT 1(1):
i the side of the indigo mdusiry. _
:g:ia;:rllltlzgfallscgg::;y”o,nhe says, ‘* have the advantage of knowing the

Regarding the gene
following opinion of the
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ordinary indigo-planter to be a good and considerate landlord. It is an
axiom of the Association that the successful concern is the one on good
terms with its tenants. The general tone in this respect is thoroughly
sound and good, and Government, the indigo community itselt, and the
cultivator are largely indebted to the Indigo Planters’ Association for

its introduction, as well as for the cordial relations that exist between
indigo-managers and the local administration. *’

THE BIHAR PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION.

The present state of affairs is in striking contrast to that previously
existing, some idea of which may be gathered from the account of the
origin of the Association given in the Bengal Administration Report of
1877-78.  According to this account, a report submitted by the Commis-
sioner of Patna conclusively showed that the system of cultivation then
prevailing involved an amount of lawlessness and oppression, principally
in the shape of extorted agreements to cultivate and of seizure of ploughs
and cattle, which could not be tolerated. On receipt of this report, some
of the leading planters as weil as the officials of Bihar were consulted
through the Commissioner. It was mportant to do nothing which
would unduly excite the mind of the ryots, and to avoid any such
agitation as might lead to breaches of contract and the general
embitterment of the relations between planters and ryots: and as some
of the leading planters declared themselves sensible of the necessity of
reform and wiliing to assist in the work, and for this purpose undertook
the establishment of a Planters’ Association, action on the part of
Government was postponed and the matter was entrusted to their hands,
This body showed a sincere desire to place the relations between planters
and ryots on a more satisfactory footing

g, and drew up a series of rules
embodying very important reforms for the guidance of the members of
the Association,

The remarks (uoted ahove show that since that tine
1t has been successful in maintaining friendly relations both with the
cultivators and Government; and that it has Lelped greatly in advancing
the development and prosperity of the district. This is the more satisfac.
tory when it is remembered that the cultivation of indigo is not very
popular with the ryot, as though it is raised on only a small proportion
of his holding, indigo is not so remuneratjve as other crops which he
might grow on the same land; he does not like the constant worry of
being supervised by the factory servants, and there is consequently the
risk of friction with the factory. On the other hand, the planters have
consistently shown themselves true friends to the cultivators and labourers
in periods of adversity. Their readiness to help the latter was very
ciearly shown in the last famine of 1896-97, and the value of their

services at this time of distress may be gathered from the remarks of the
Commisgioner, who wrote—

*“ The planting community, as in 1873-74, proved to be of
inestimable value in the crisis. In the former year many
of these were stimulated by the prospects of pecuniary
advantage; in 1896-97 no such stimulus was offered; but
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at an early stage of the operations their services were
offered gratuitously—an offer which they more than
redeemed. Numbers of them sacrificed time, ease and
health to assist Government, and many of them have been
losers by their public-spirited efforts. Yet the work has
been cheerfully done, and the community have once more
proved themselves invaluable to the administration. ’

FacTORIES.

The following is a list of the factories in the district with their
outworks :—

HEADQUARTERS SUBDIVISION. HaJs1PorR SUBDIVISION.

Factories. Outworks. Factories. Outworks.

N

Jhapaha. i
Sahajpur. Agrai
Simraha.

Bhikhanpur

1 Bochaha. Bela.
J[ [ Dubaha.

. Chhajan.
Daudpur Miahos Chaksikandar.

{ Arijpur. Bhataulia Ramdaspur.
Deoria .. {

Karamwari. Bishunpur.
Majhaulia. Chhitwara .. { Harpur (Sul-
Sherpur. khani).

Barauli. '
Dhuli ..< Sakri. Karhari.
( Sarbnat a.

Lauten. 5 Chapta.
. iar. Kutubpur
Kanti .. ngzﬁ; ) P | Dharampur.

Gaura. Mian Chhapra.
.4 Manain. _
Ramanl | Tajpur. Pokhraira.

J' Bariarpur.
) Chaklahran. hpur Mircha.
Motipur .. Jagannathpur. Shahpur

L Murarpur.
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HBADQUARTERS SUBDIVISION. SITAMARHI SU
BDIVISION.

Factories, Outworks.
3 Factories. Outworks.
Ottur Ghosrama. T
(Athar). ﬁasna.
uhammadpur. Bal
Mahual. e
’ Belsand .. Belah',
Pirakpur. {
Bhagwanpur.
J Azizpur. [
Saraiva .. Karneji. Bokrah
y l Kewalpura. Dumra .. |< Narkaﬁiaej.
LMuhammadpur. | Panchtaur,
Pakri. f Qai ‘
Thikaha ... { Runi Saiyad.
Godai. pir.

[For more details Munden Wi

Moore’ nden Wilson’s Histo i

P gl;% §s Sgt};itlement Report, Gandhiji’s AutobiogrryapokfyBllB;’ S]t;v.enson

Tra;lqition i I?HIIBP;:’:HI Sagyalgraha, Dr. H. R. Gho;hal’s. Fc?ril)ldl"a'
sitior al and P. C. h Jseonomic

Straggle in India may be consulgad.]RqV Choudhury’s Gandhiji's First

ENCLOSURE IIL

Extract from the chapter on “ the People’ from the Gazetteer of the
Muzaffarpur District (1907).

GROWTH OF POPULATION,

« Until the year 1875 Muzaffarpur formed part of the old di
Tirhut, and no separate enumeration of its inhabitants took place. A
d out in 1802 by the Collec-

rough census of Tirhut was, however, carrie
tor, who estimated the population to be 2,000,000 persons; and seventy
years afterwards when the first regular census Wwas taken, it was

reported to be 4,384,706, though in all probability the real total was
nearer 4,500,000, as this first enumeration was wanting in accuracy.

In other words, the increase of the population during these 70 years
was no less than 185 per cent or 1.78 per cent per annum. According
to the statistics which have been prepared, it appears that in 1872 the

population of Muzaffarpur alone was 2,946,752, and when the mnext
census was taken it had increased to 2,583,404, The growth of the
population in these nine years was therefore, pearly 15 per cent or

1.66 per cent per annum; and though, as already indicated, some of
the increase is due to the defects of the census of 1872, it is noticeable
that this rate of progress closely corresponding o that observed in the
seventy years after 1802, especially as the estimate of 2,000,000 then
made was probably under the mark, as almost all early estimates of the
population were. The Collector accordingly pointed out that, if the
people continued to increase at the same rate, they would double their
numbers in sixty years; but it is a matter of some gatisfaction that the
already overcrowded population of the district has mnot continued to
increase with the rapidity then predicted. During the next ten years
there was a further increase of only 129,543, or 5.01 per cent, the
total number aggregating 2,712,857; and the census of 1901 disclosed
only a slight increase of 41,933 or 1.5 per cent, the whole population

amounting to 9,754,790* persons.
Census oF 1901.

During the preceding ten years the district had been geverely tried
There were crop failures in 1891-

both by flood, famine and disease.
11 scale had to be undertaken, and

99, when relief operations on & sma i
in 1896-97 the whole of the district except the southern part of Hajipur

was visited by famine. There were heavy floods in 1898, which caused
considerable damage, and there were epidemics of cholera in 1892,
1804, 1896 and 1900, which carried off more than 76,000 persons, In
other respects, however, the public health was fairly good; the floods
caused no permanent injury; and, thanks to a succession of good har-
vests, the effects of the famine were not long felt. By the end of the
decade the people had entirely recovered their normal condition; and

*This figure according to the District Census Hand Book, 1951 should be

2,756,180.

strict of

263



264 MUZAFFARPUR.

it is a notable fact that Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, which suffered
most in the famine year, showed the greatest growth of population.

In Muzaffarpur every thana in the great rice-growing tract north
of the Baghmati, where the stress of famine was greatest, showed a
marked incresse, while every thana south of that river lost population.
This is at first sight the more remarkable, as the country to the north
of the Baghmati is more marshy than to the south, and its climate is
reputed to be less salubrious than the rest of the district; but the
explanation appears to be that the increase is largely due to immigra-
tion. The population of the former tract has been growing steadily
since the time of the first census of 1872; it attracts settlers both from
Nepal and the southern part of the district, and the progress is greatest
in the Sitamarhi and Sheohar thanas which march with the Nepal
frontier,  The Sitamarhi subdivision accordingly showed an increase
of 6.73 per cent, while the Hajipur subdivision, which sustained a
slight loss of population in the decade preceding the census of 1891,
was practically stationary, in spite of the fact that it is the most
fertile part of the district.  The headquarters subdivision, where there
was a falling off of 2.3 per cent, was the only decadent portion, the
decrease of population in the Muzaffarpur thana being as high as
5.6 per cent, but here the decrease is due to the fact that it suffered
most severely {rom cholera, and that it is this tract which supplies most
of the persons who emigrate to Lower Bengal in search of work. There
is a complete railway system within and to the south of this area,
which greatly facilitates emigration, and the loss of population is
largely due to the exodus of its inhabitants.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.

Density of population.—Although exceeded by the figures for a
few individual districts, such as Howrah and Dacea, the portion of
North Bihar which comprises the three districts of Saran, Muzaffarpur
snd Darbhanga has a more teeming population than any other tract of
equal size in Bengal or Fastern Bengal; and of these three districts
the most populous is Muzaffarpur, FHere there is the enormous
number of 908 persons to the square mile, but the inhabitants are very
evenly distributed; only in a small tract to the west does the average
number per square mile fall below 900, while in no part of the district
does it exceed 1,000. The density is least in the Paro thana with 731
persons to the square mile, and greatest in the Pupri and Sitamarhi
thanas, where it rises as high as 982 and 966 to the square mile. The
mean density of the latter thana has increased by 142 per square mile
since 1881, when the pressure of the population, though high, was the
lowest in the district. This great growth of population is apparently

due almost entirely to immigration both from Nepal and from other
parts of the district. ‘

MIGRATION.

From the fact that the proportion of emigrants from Muzaffarpur
enumerated during the census of 1901 was 557 and of immigrants 318
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it will be apparent that migration 18

j i the figures do not include the persons

unusml_ly ati?iérﬁifﬁf%?&i fron%ier, where land is plentiful a.r;d

Wh(t) m;gr?ow Altogether 87,700 immigrants and 153,500 emlgra?ﬂ:

$:r: :D?Jmerab"ced, the number of emigrantsub(e}i)%g ;S;l; &ﬁiyinou’obe
immi , f the former over 71! : n

thiii Oéo:;:!gilsarr??ttss; am;) of the latter 80,700 m{grated to thtoie dxsj;;ctgé

Icgrgegnumbers being attracteg b); the}ux;zciﬁgfgylagg z}r:is emﬁ?zement

affarpur therefore los ' 3 :

thsg? agzgﬁlatigl.lz Tk?e immigrants from a dx‘st%apce fz«xlr\reort{lev:vBeixl*1 3;:1

roportion to its population than in any other district to JNorth ¥ ar,

Eﬁtpon the other hand the number of emigrants to fdw; anSm?an ot

Province, or outside it, is exceeded only by thofse roﬁxlat distr’ict ugh

the, are’harely one-third as numerous 2as those romBh Jistrict, The
'};rantq o to the metropolitan districts and to Bhagalp t’ Pu
:;I](;QNor{b gBengaI, the general trend of the people being eastward.

Towns and villages.

per 10,000 of the population,

i igtri f the
is distinctively an agncultural district, and' 0
£ lMuziflfaat?gzrorﬁydésge: ceng live in prban areas, the remaznﬁ;ﬁ (;:;f
ilolea isggbit&nts congregatinhg in 4,120% lzﬂia%gi‘;nzlf I\ZZZ%’gazp ﬁrpwith 2
i i are only ; : '
e oge;%g(igé 7'Ha,jirf)u§r‘(321,398), Lalganj (11,502), and Slgagna.r:r;
populat?og t the’re a;"e twenty-two places with a population of ; gse&
(9,538); dul() 000 of which the most important are Sursand (7,234),
5,000 &nd 0191), Charaut (8,947), Manikehak (7.789), Akhtaﬁ( 284),
Bantar N 836), Anudan Kallan (6,479), Sukchandi (6,17 ), and
IF{‘&g:{&?; 217’\. ’The majority of the people, however(,)ol(;ve' nlllnlagiltaig’;'s
?;‘;111 la ,o ulation of 500 to 1,000 or of I,QOO to 2, fl bita t(;
Thes p'}llja o5 vary greatly in size, ranging frqm a ev:l ’ar e
g vs ‘giles and even to 19 square miles In the dia aé ut
?h gﬁ:ﬁ:ngarea’ is 481 acres. Generally speaéllclmgf, tﬁl;e d%:zrgiii, '?he
oond i mallest in the south O rick,
f(x):?gg;nsg: ?:rf;?ngngroiﬁeﬁzl acres in Pupri to 206 acres In the
a

Hajipur fhent gressive than the urban, the

The rural popalation is far mc;r:Sigro trom 796 in 1872 to 847 in
mean density P%%“"‘jﬁﬁéiﬁ% 903 in 1901, or by 167 in the et
1881, to 888 mthe sa’me perio d the urben pgpplatxon has inerease e siv}é
go %’;a{;.s Iri)uring the last decade Sitamzrhl was rf:leo E)Y:éz gggguia;ion
) ik ' t no less than 9 per cent ol !
fown, a0 %?zjﬁiggzdlogﬂf)ﬁ more inhabitants than I?h 1881.&1 azhiz
thoogh 1t St; ver, to @ great extent, more apparent than 'rel’limit»s
decre&se IS, 1OWe 1 ' 0 of one Of the Oid Wa&'ds from mu’n.lclpa X
was due to the exclusto ber of people in connection

of s large numbe ’
m?d? th:a:rei?éorfgmggg?:: But fgor thjs, gglwould probab}y have
xﬁl;n[ed at least as many inhabitants as in 1801.
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Sex.

In common with other Bibar districts, Muzaffarpur has a marked
excess of females over males, there being 1,089 females to every 1,000
males—a ratio higher than in any other North Bihar district except
Saran.

Language.®

The vernacular current in the district is the dialect of Bihari Hind:
called Maithili, i.e., the language of Mithila or the country bounded on
the north by the Himalayas, on the south by the Ganges, on the west
by the Gandak, and on the east by the river Kosi. The Maithilt
spoken in Muzaffarpur is, however, strongly infected by the Bhojpuri
spoken in various forms in the adjacent district of Saran and in the
greater part of Champaran. 8o much is this the case that, as spoken
by some people, it is difficult to say whether the dialect is Maithili or
Bhojpuri.  This form of Maithili is clagsed by Dr. Grierson as
Western Maithili.  The language spoken in the north of the district
differs somewhat from that spoken in central and south Muzaffarpur,
as the latter is still more strongly infected with Bhojpuri. Even in
the north, however, the dialect might with equal propriety be classed
as a form of Bhojpuri, though the Brahmans speak a purer form of
Maithili than other castes, and still use the Maithili alphabes. The
language is in a transition stage, and has been classed by Dr. Grierson
in the Linguistic Survey of India as a dialect of Maithili, because the
countrv where it is spoken belongs historically to the ancient kingdom
of Mithila.t

The low caste Musalmans of Muzaffarpur speak a form of the
Awadhi dialect of Eastern Hindi (literally the language of Oudh)
which is locally known as the Jolaha Boli, as the majority of these
Mubammadans belong to the Jolaha or weaver caste. This dialect is
excellent Awadhi with a slight infusion of the local Maithili and of
Hindustani, and it is estimated that in Muzaffarpur it is used by
204,954 persons. When speaking to Europeans, this dialect is com-
monly used as a sort of language of politeness by the rustics, who have
picked it up from their Musalman neighhours and imagine it to be the
Hindustani of polite society.**

Written character.
No less than three different alphabets are in use in the tract in
which Maithili is spoken, The Maithili character proper, which is

closely akin to the Bengali, is that used by Maithil Brahmans, and
the character which is used by all the other castes is the Kaithi. The

*This sketch of the langusge of Muzsffarpur is taken from Dr. Grierson’s
Linguistic Survey of India, Vols. IV and V,

4+There has been fqrther research in the subject but we need not go into that
line (P. C. BR. C.).

#*The conclusions mentioned as in the case of the spoken dialect for the Hindus
are open to question (P. C. R. C.).
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i ducated classes, and 18

. character is used by a few of the e | | i

D;g’:g:fg;l :n;rl?:ad by all persons who pretend to a l%)e&al ed:;ii;c;relé
Eesides this, the Urdu character is employed by the better

Muhammadans.
Literature. . tersry

[aithili is the only one of the Bihari dialects which has a Ii
histo%laithlh}?;r centuries the Pandits of Mxthxla have gerrilt fmlﬁ:su% efeo;
their {e.arning, and more thanhon? _Saz;::;j; ;vc‘);l; n;)efnauofo Il}';dia,  been
Wri'tt'e% .by f)lrlx?? ;iowx(l) ntf) %fs,t vsaseﬁv[v;akhima Thakurani, who I3c(;01r(1vxvr;:_@‘,¢s
lmmed}; Snc lived in the middle of the 15th Century A ? e:nacular
T f’ ernacular literature neglected. The earlies vV'd lar
the field o h"m we have any record was ﬁhe ‘celeb?ated . lS y:.a% .
Wrnter‘ of ¥ ﬁo graced the couri of Maharaja _S:va Singh ](: , uoorks,
Thakl\ura}, lwd about the same time. As a _Wpter of Sans .I‘lt won ,;
d ﬂ?luls l(131thor of considerable repute, but it is npon hli a{‘im ty ;f t}%e
!1e was fln a;cular that his fame chieﬂy_ rests, He Was.tae rrsinci the
TR ingers, whose short religious poems, deal_mo P Ifthua
Omtl l'lgjgff;n% Krishna, exercised sucl_;ran 1mportawnzrznﬂ1;%1g;e;e(()1 the
elia st v ia. is songs .
TelZ$i0£:st};é§§?;yrgcfitfiasgzm’chlenielebrated Hindu reformer Chaitanya,
nthus calls vt
iﬂm flourished at the beginning of tie 1L61(';};V:r o
they became the hopse-poetry of the Lower i
Thakkura or, as he 18 qallgd in the vte:r ul k’now y2)
many imitators in Mithila itself, of whom @ kno
names of the most popular and a few stray . | N
her writers in Maithili may be mentlonedH r?tl)]a Ii)sa
bout the vear 1788 A. D. He compose.d a t&;nt and
f Krishna, of which ten cantos are still exth f, and
’The drama has had several au oxl's ;
om has been to W’Ix“g:e thﬁ: bolc)lgre ;)faar;; ;Zrkti

1 in the vernacular. ere has k
Sanskrlt{ b;lt ghilzti)gﬁ?i literature during the past few yizrséh:n;lmnt,
e e t(;mr deserving of special note has come o e e,
least o e ho has shown remarkable literary powgbh. e
Ch_a;adm J]I‘I/l&:;t,‘,h‘;%a,-bhashya Ramayana, and ahtran;lﬁ;;ri,a WL b o et
WHen 2 i i the Purusha .
of the ongmalh Safn:‘lrilﬁzhtiﬁl’l %fell repay the gtudent by their perusal.
Thakkura, b(:;c 0 " . . .

entury; and through lnmr
ovinees.  Vidyapatl
dyapat Thakur, had
thing except the

Amongst ot
Jha, who died &
or poetical life of &
enjov great popularity.
Mithila, where the local cust

RELIGIONS.
Hindus and M whammadans.

1t i ein
occupies & gomewhat uncommon position 1n being

1ol sect except Hindus,
lly free from any rel{)%ﬁugf all other religions only

®. C. R. C.).

Muzaffarpur

istri ctica e f
il\/lglllsz:;(;fmg;;s and Christians; the mem

in the other dislects since
*There has been further resesrch in
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The variation in the population from 1901 figure as compared in

1951 figure shows an addition of 764,609. The figures quoted above
will show that there was a decline in 1921 which recorded a minus
variation of 90,569 souls. ~ Since 1921 there was a rise in the population
tion bas fluctuated. In 1931 the variation

numbered 15 at the last census. The
; - . great bulk of the i 1
Hindus, who with a total of 2,416,415 persons accdugtl%};:bg’???tls gzg

cent of the population, and i i
e (337,6215 ag practlcallg all the rex*?amder are*Muhammap bat the incid ¢ .
ut the incidence of varla

*
* * * * was plus 186,080 while the variation in 1941 was plus 303,626. The
h Christians. 1921 figure as compared with 1941 figure shows a variation of plus
ere are only 719 Christians, of whom 38 ; 276,088 :
» OL " 41 are natives. V
ves.  Four The details of the population according to 1951 census, in the

Christian missions are at work in the district, all of which have thei
R ir

headquarters in M
uza : . o
ffarpur town, viz., the German different subdivisions are as follows :—

Evangelical

Lutheran Mission, founded in 18 i
. ’ 40, which intai : -
for destitute orpl . S maintaing g primar
Socioty. whicﬁl% L::gzs,setshiwf?)me;lcan Methodist EPiscopgl Mi}sfsisfrklla?f; : Atea in Number of—
Catholic Mission; and an ind'sc OO;S; a branch of the Bettiah Roman Subdivisiozs. e, - Populstion.
7anana work. ependent lady missionary engaged in _ ‘rowns. | Villages.
The P‘RINCIPAL CASTES. . oo l
Dosadhs I%(;S.t uli:m%ro'u's Hindu castes are the Goalas, Babhans Sitamarhi 10T 2 1,006 1,201,086
over 100 ooolgnd’ oiris, Chamars, snd Kurmis, which all number Sad 1,222 1| 1,737 1,377,181
populatio’n. while ag%‘i‘;gabetwegxh them for nearly a half of the total i ’ ’ =t
; hmans, 0
anuks, Kandus, Mallahs, Nunias, Hajipur .o 786 3 1,429 . 942,472
t

Tantis and Telis each numb

b ! er btheen 50,000 and 100,000.

D}?ugglm?g;rés, 127,954 are Sheikhs and 85,217 are Jolg,ha o lt'}ie
8 ,661) and Kunjras (26,406) are also numerous. "’ BT

The urban population of the district is 135,696; and the urban-
rural ratio is 1:25. :

This tex P - .
ext on the People by O’Malley in the last District Gazetteer The causes for the fluctuation in the incidence of population would

of Muzaff: . .
facts. zaffarpur published in 1907 needs supplementing on some of the be.te}pparen{) ilf)l'th?H faclii‘j1 meniéioneﬁl in the %halzfirs on ‘N attugal Cal:-
mities ’, * Public Hea. ' and * Economic Condition ' are taken into

consideration.  Unfortunately the district of Muzaffarpur has been

GROWTH OF POPULATIO
N.
The growth of population of i subject to a number of floods and ‘droughts. Some of them were of
been as follows :— of Muzaffarpur district since 1901 has gevere type. ~Any economic deterioration in the district leads to factors
affecting the population, such as emigration, casualties due to epidemics,

Kkable decline in the population of 90,569 souls in 1921

| | etc. The remar 0,569 .
census was apparently due to a high prevalence of epidemics particularly

Year
' | Souls. Variation Msl
! . es. \ :
’ Fomales. of malaria. For a few years the district of Muzaffarpur was ravaged
by malaria particularly in portions of Sadar and Sitamarhi subdivisions.
lso a wide influenza epidemic which took away many lives.

1901 o omne
2,756,130 M'here was a

.- 1,319,11 -
1911 ‘ ° 1,437,020 It is also to be remembered that the two census years 1941 and 1951
.. 2,845,514 | + 89,384 1,360,200 1.485 314 almost immediately followed & war or & period of scarcity,
1921 - | T :
.. 2,754 945 | — Urban population,
754,945 | — 00,569 | 1,324,001 | 1,429,054 o, , :
T ’ Another remarkable change since O'Malley’s description has been

19 ‘

31 . 2,041,025 | +186,080 1,443 847 1497 178 the growth of towns. There has been an appreciable trend of the

1941 . 3.244 e gection belonging to the higher income group and educa.tesl section

244,651 | +303,626 1,684,279 1,660.372 coming over. t0 the towns from villages. The towns proyx'de more

1951 . 3.520.7 - ‘ e chances for employment to the educ_ated and more of amenities to the
| 3,520,739 | +276,088| 1,730,750 | 1,789,989 moneyed classes.  Abolition of zamindaries and & wave of lawlessness
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and crime in the rural areas have als

tion frqm rural to.t.he urban areas.o el}l(‘:;lnilsmgz‘ril; iI: OIY:tm IE;Ill{tIOf popu
down till the conditions of the villages are upgraded or therz yar tOm ro
::;:uif tf}(;)r e%ployment. This will need the location of someeindﬁz?
fries ang :L eages.. The recent trend of decentralisation of adminis-
fration and ! assignment of the Block Development Offices and
‘ l Extension Service Centres in the villages is a mo i

right direction to upgrade the condition of the villages ve i the

The growth of fan i
follows :_f of population in Muzaffarpur town has been as

1901

1901 - 45,617

o 43,668

1oa 32,755

o 43,049

o8l 54,139
.- 78,594

Since 1901 the net variation of th ion
as compared with 1951 figure is of pl?xsp%%?é%l?n n Muzaffarpur town

The town of Hajipur had a i i
. ' population of 21,398 \
;gazsla drop in the population in 1911 census which recollfclle%ig%'%BTl'll?lie
1921 c7eé10sus r]gcotrdfed a :flggther decline of the population Whicl,l dré)ppeg
,760. ut from 1 there has b
population and in 1951 the recorded Sﬁg\?l?: \7;*?:51 QE%ZSM movement of

Sitamarhi has recorded an eve

: ! E n but a i i
Eopplatlon since 1901.  The population in 1gr5nlalltoaflcretlon 7
gainst 9,538 in 1901. ood at 19,207 s

Lalganj in Hajipur subdivisio

_ n stands on ; di

f;)g‘;mg. It may,be recalled that IT.alganj was af: 081(1)::l :Xﬁl o dlﬁetent

tan bzommetrcml centre, particularly for river-borne trade ° g)u mt:tlpor-

has b verIlJ ai repd of decline so far as the river trade is coI.lcernedt ’13101'6

is 5; ih ab g;n% :gcorﬁe?l ?i decline in population in 1911 and 1921 lIar:
e ulation had dropped to 7,148 as against the 19 :

1}(}‘;,502.1\71[% 1951 the population was recorded as 12,394].eT1;gltva:1§ur§h0f

ﬁgu?ess ina. lrcl)aszi ]?azalt'{ a.}Illd Dumra are of recent origin The populgti:;

¢ or i
i ahnar Bazar and Dumra were 9,214 and 2,078,

Rural population.

There are now 4,171 villages and 6 towns as against 4,120 villages

and 4 towns mentioned before. The present urban population of -

3);351 ,6‘2)2 as fgr:(ﬁillrdeiv th)l 13)2333:"((1)41;?})1 Otf ‘rural population works out a ratio
:25. well be said that in spite of th
areas Muzaffarpur district lives and is deI;tined toeli%zo‘i;:lﬂ:;h(;f :itllfagl‘l;: "

The variation of population will show
that t
derance of female population over the maleatpo};l)?lﬁtlil:;.beer'};epfl:leg%(::;
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of the male and female population in the different census years has been

as follows :—
Male. Female.
1901 - 1,319,110 1,437,020
1911 . e 1,360,200 1,485,314
1921 .er 1,324,991 1,429,954
1931 ver e 1,443,847 1,497,178
1941 .. . 1,584,279 1,660,372
1951 1,730,750 1,789,989

Emigration and Immigration.

The incidence of emigration from Muzaffarpur district is not

recorded as high although there is a good deal of seasonal emigration.
The Tea districts of Assam do not attract the labour from Muzaffarpur

as the Tea districts encourage migration at least for a few years. But
it is a fact that Muzaffarpur labourers migrate to other districts of
Bihar and West Bengal in the reaping season and they usually come

back after harvesting crops in those districts.

The table below will show the birth places
ted in the census of 1951 :—

of the population

enumera

Patna Division “ 3,394
Tirhut Division (excluding Muzaffarpur) 43,940
Bhagalpur Division - 2,667
Chotanagpur Division 403
States in India beyond the State 8,444
Countries in Asia beyond India . 6,805
Countries in America 1
Countries in Australia wes 1

Total 60,655

Density.

Regarding the density of population it may be said that for decades
had the highest incidence of density in the State of Bihar
been & slight fall in the density of population in Muzaffar-
ich stands at 1,168 persons per square

aran district. O'Malley had men-
mile. At the moment
f density in the State of
It may be mentioned
ulturable waste land

Generally cultivated
It shows

but there has
ur district in 1951 census wh

mile as against 1,178 persons in 8
tioned that there were 908 persons to a square
the district of Saran has the highest incidence 0
Bibar but Muzaffarpur comes close second.

that there is hardly any appreciable quantity of ¢
in either of the districts of Muzaffarpur or Saran.

lands are hardly left fallow for even a fortnight to re-coup.

the fertility of the goil for particular crops.

Hajipur is the most densely populated than
gons to the square mile.  Excepting Raghop

a, supporting 1,567
ar with a density of

per
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636 and Baruraj with 887 i
Ba per square mile, all th ini
gg 1;‘1}1]: dlstn;:t have recorded more than 900 souls.eA rg?:ﬁgmg tthar_las
population without any industrialisation ma e
economic benefit of the district Y mot be to the

Sex and Civil Conditions.

ilegarding Sex and Civi P .
interest. g Civil Conditions the following figures will be of

has iﬁ Zilclf::l Onfw;gh the other districts of North Bihar, Muzaff
1951 Thé: Strzn do 0,?331 femalesfovl;ar males according to’ the cens?x?t;;
: ) crease of the femal i
?gml?(x)filatlfgégy steady there being 1,089 ?eingf‘guiitlggerovelr Orggles ”
1000 i, 1901, 1,057 1o evers 1,000 1n 1901, 3.048 4o s 019 "o evers
) » L, ever i I 3
1941 and 1,034 females to 1,0}’00 ’malesminlgj)[?)é,]_l,ms to every 1,000 in

The civil condition b i
is given Tty v age periods as enumerated in 1951 census

Total population i Unmarried ‘ i
. Married. ] i divorced
Age petiods. M et - ‘ 1 : . -
. Male. i Femule Mal ‘ "
. e. Female Male Famale Male Eemale
| ! t ! la. le. le. le. .
5—14 s 3,640 30,947 5,368 5,418 | 38,243 34,468 29 [:}!
43, ’ H ’ ,41 ’ ! L (‘
. y 2 ,226 H 7 7
2534 , 24,643 26,700 . 21, 753 24,239 2,..4’24 824 666 1,837
3o—44 aen ( 7 '
45—54 . 2 | 2 | 4,687
. 16,2.0 14,116 14,344 l-,365 430 64 1,443 ' ’
b 64 w1 7 . ’624 | 4,671
55— i 0,07 1 11,322 8,268 6, 15 189 30 1 '
’ ’ s
75 and over [ 2,162 7 7 ( ' '87
! ’ 2, 64 1,29 { 880 40 1 8 825 1 (]
stated. 7 " |
‘ ] i b2 32 { 115

From the above table
: A 1t can be ded ‘ : .
sge in the disric is between I504 and 244 e 1 pariagesble
ild marriage is negligible. and the percentage of
Religion.

Population by religi .
the following tab{e fi-lglon 8 enumerafed in 1951 census is given m

Hindus 3 Male. Female.
Sikhs o o LhsRas 1,500,008
63

Jains %
y
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Male. Female.
Buddhists e e 15 6
Muslims . . 907,731 199,854
Christians e 131 59

able it is seen that the great bulk of the

o with a total of 3,142,435 persons account
Hindus are

Thus from the above t
inhabitants are Hindus, wh
for 89.2 per cent of the population and next to the
Muhammadans (407,585).

Language and literature.

Dr. Grierson’s views quoted by O'Malley and reproduced earlier
probably cannot be accepted in toto in view of the recent research and
the growth of literature in the regional language in Muzaffarpur
district.  But it does not appear to be necessary to enter into a scholas-
tic discussion regarding the views of Dr. Grierson in this book.
Vernacular literature bas had a tremendous progress and there have
been quite & number of Hindi writers of prominence in this district.

Principal castes.

» 0'Malley’s observations regard-
been omitted deliberately. ~ Some of the observa-
eeping and do Dot appear to have been justifiable
Tt will be preposterous to agree that any
bias for litigation or a propensity for

In the section Principal Castes

ing the castes have
tions are far too W
even when O'Malley wrote.

particular caste ghould have a

unsocial activities.
were mentioned by O’ Malley> It

The main castes remsain as they
sus there has been no enumeration

may be mentioned that in 1951 cen i
on caste basis and hence the present strength of the population of the

different castes cannot be given.

The addition of the displaced persons from Pakistan either from
the East or from the West is another change in the population of the
district.  According to the census of 1951, the number of displaced
persons was 735. Since 1951 there may have been some additions to

this population of the displaced persons.

18 8 Rev.
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TABLE 1.
Decennial average of annual roinfall in inches (Muzaffarpur district).
. Ram Normel
registering stations 1901—10. 1911—20. 192130, 1931—40, 1941—50. rainfall
in the district. . in inches.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Pupri 44.26 49.34 47.69 48.91 7151 47.39
&
Raghopur .. . 43.60 35.33 33.69 30.53 37.57
N (=}
Minapore " . 4578 44.06 45.08 36.97 44.92
(f)
Katra . . 51.16 47.17 51.34 53.58 50.10
{(g)
Lalganj . . 42.96 41.15 38.72  32.38 41.42
: (e) .
Sursand . . 42.77 49.77 43.98 35.11 45.49
0] {e)
Sonbarsa . . 45.17 46.08 47,94 54.29 47.82
{9) {g) {b)
Bairagnia . . 55.66 52.78 56.06 62.81 5279
9 (9) (o)
Belsand .. . 38.78 54.66 48.49 45.00 48.18
() N o}
Sitamarhi " 54.26 54.97 62.31 53.81 48.70 52.71
Muzaffarpur .. 45.35 4%.(;0 44.58 50.72 48.39 48.44
i3
Hajipur . 42.37 48.53 39.45 42.63 30.44 44.23
Paru . 38.62 37.89 34.59 39.57 36.12 41.48
{9) o {a)
Mshus " 42.67 49.37 40.75 47.16 47.93 45.84
(d)
Sheohar . 39.79 41.63 4912 58.71 84.22 46.14
(g) ) (N

.registering stetions in the district 15 have been considered here.]

(b) Data for 4 yesss.
{e) Data for 7 years,

{Out of 18 rain
{x) Date for 3 years. (a) Dsta for 1 year.
{¢) Dsta for § yeara. (d) Data for 8 yesrs.
{f) Data for 8 years. (g) Data for 9 years.
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288 MUZAFFARPUR,
TABLE VIII-B. _
Livestock mortality in the district of Muzaffurpur (for bovine population
only).

Year. Rinder e taor, et disonsos.

diseases.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1920-21 .. 174 57 4 )
1921-22 133 .. .. . . ..
1922-23 41 490 26 3 79
1923-24 17 104 27 .
1924.25 487 279 33 . 2
1925-26 96 262 27 .. 6 .
1926.27 41 266 38 12 7
1927-28 19 430 393 4 .
1928-29 7 639 383 .. i
1929-30 55 527 253 4 19
1930-31 43 199 107 . 2 11
193132 1 414 70 99
1932-33 89 131 57 2 38
1933-34 106 108 11 1 15
1934-35 39 61 .. .. 667
1935-36 57 43 10 3 98
1936-37 3 59 43 3 139
1937-38 160 259 175 . 4 173
1938-39 311 835 ..

1939-40 275 137 .. 2 7
1940-41 143 217 10 2 11
1041-42 .. 117 . 1 265
1942-43 32 143 56 1 9
1943-44 6 86 60 . 7
1944-45 43 90 12 27 .. 8
1945-46 4 650 .. 7 80
1948-47 . 136 2 97
1947-48 22 102 . 3 -
194849 .. 42 .. 1 2
1949-50 6 387 .. e 6 104
1950-51 163 100 . 4 ..
1951-52 48 52 . 1
1952-53 .. 230 161 .. B

1953.54 56 487 247 2

APPENDIX. 289
TABLE IX.
Livelihood Classes by E’ducationgl Standards in 1951 in Muzaffarpur
igtrict.

AGRICOLTURAL CLASSES.

Cultivators of land  Cultivators of Cultivating  Non-cultivating
. wholly or land whoily or labourers owners of land,
Educational Standard. mainly mainly and fheir Agricultural
owned and their unowned and depen- ' rent receivers and
dependants. their dependants. dants. their dependants.
Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females.
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9
Literate .. 1,19,145 26,776 15,674 4,804 22,209 5,415 2,654 1,632
Middle School 13,242 1,195 975 185 1,418 125 497 103
Matriculate. . 3,744 144 265 41 249 ‘e 241 32
Intermediate - 521 38 53 1 24 1 71 3
Degrees or Diplomas :—
Graduate 400 19 14 12 17 . 71 ..
Post-Graduate 63 3 3 . 1 . 18 2
Teaching 203 19 . .. .. 1 ..
Engineering 6 .. 2 e
Commerce . 4 2 .. .
Agriculture 1 ..
Veterinary .. .. ..
Legal 40 8
Medical 57 5 .. .. .. .. 4 ..
Others 1,104 13 163 4 202 1 22 1
ToraL 1,38,530 28,214 17,047 5,027 24,120 5,542 3,587 1,773

P

Non-AGRICULTURAL CrLASSES.

Production other than Commerce. Transport. Other services and miscel.
cultivation. laneous sources.
Males. Females. Males. Females, Males,  Fomales. Males. Femaleq.
10 11 12 13 14 15 18 17
5,338 1,189 9,897 2,728 1,574 323 19,688 6,650
404 96 844 167 104 60 2,685 425
138 14 328 57 93 10 1,837 130
28 1 63 11 19 . 818 39
15 1 51 8 18 .. 518 21
3 .. 2 1 4 . 109 4
17 .. 14 3 40 3 946 36
.o «e .o ., e 47
1 .. . 2 - 32 ..
.. .. . .. . 5 ;
1 .. .. . . 113 .
1 .. 3 3 .. 257 7
8 4 424 2 52 302 12
5,951 1,305 11,426 2,981 1,906 396 27,036 7,324
19

8 Rev.
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TABLE X.

STATEMENT SHOWING THE AVERAGE PRICE OF LAND FOR THE LAST 30 YEARS
IN THE DISTRICT OF MUZAFFARPUR.

(Source—Records of the office of the District Sub-Registrar.)

Year.

1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954

1955
1956

Average price of lands. Remarks.

Rs. 150 per bigha,

Rs. 155
Rs. 148
Rs. 160
Rs. 145
Rs. 160
Rs. 251
Rs. 390
Rs. 850
Rs. 272
Rs. 310
Rs. 278
Rs. 248
Rs. 312
Rs. 315
Rs. 298
Rs. 840
Rs. 363
Rs. 626
Rs. 704
Rs. 836
Rs. 1,004
Rs. 1,119
Rs. 1,462
Rs. 1,464
Rs. 912
Rs. 824
Rs. 1,076
Rs. 932

Rs. 871

LR

2

3

The average has been struck
taking into account the totals
of the dpcuments registered
and the bulk of the documents
appertain to lands in the rural
areas.

APPENDIX. 29_1

TABLE XI.

LisT oF TowNS AND VILLAGES ELECTRIFIED IN MUZAFFARPUR DISTRIOT.

10.
11.
12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

. Muzatfarpur
. Hajipur

. Sarai

. Bhagwanpur
. Goroul

. Dighi

. Lalganj

. Mahua

. Prataptand

Purantand
Baghi
Vaishali

Chandanpatti

Sundarpur Ratwara

Bairgania
Sitamarhi
Motipur
Baijnathpur

Sahebganj

Source of Power.

Diesel Power House of Iccal
private licensee.
)

Government Diesel Power House
> at Hajipur.

Government Diesel Power House
at Samastipur.

Government Diesel Power House
at Bairgania.

v )

' »

Y GQovernment Diesel Power House
| at Chakis,
J

Te¥
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TABLE XIL

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.

Wheat (Triticum vulgare or sativam), gehun.
Barley (Hordeum vulgare), jau.
Oats (Avena sativa), jai.

Rice.
Rice (Oryza sativa), chaur,
InDIaN CORN OR MAIZE.
Indian corn or maize (Zea mays), makai.
Jinora, millet (Holcus sorghum).
TeE LARGE MILLET.
Large millet (Sorghum vulgare), janera,

THE SMALL BULRUSH MILLET.
(Pennisetum typhoideum), bajra.

THE SMALL MILLETS.
(Setaria italica), tangun or kauni.
(Panicum mileaceum), chinag,
Sawan (Echinochloa crus-galli, Var. frumentacea)
%Il?azpalum scx:obicula,tum), kodo. -
a ;ge(]ie};::s;fle aegyptaca), (a kind of grass of which the seeds

PuLSEs.

(Cajanus cajan), rahar or rahri.
(Phaseolus mungo), mung.
(Phaseolus roxburghii or Phaseolus radiatus), urid.
E}Pi]haseolus aconitifolius), moth.
(Ervum hirsutum or Vicia hirsuta) (one v iet ici
(I?ens esculenta), masur, ariety of vicla).

urthi (Dolichos biflorus), khesari (Lath i

iy ( yrus sativus), bhent or
PEAs.

Peas (Pisum sativam), matar.

GRaAM.
Gram (Cicer arietinum), bunt.

SUGARCANE.
Sugarcane (Saccharum officinarum), ketari.

. CoTToN.
The cotton-tree (Gossypium herbaceum), banga

APPENDIX. 293

ToBacCO.

Tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum), tamaku.
OriuM PoOPPY.

Opium poppy (Papaver somniferum), posta.
HEewMe.

The hemp plant (Cannabis sativa), ganja.
InDIGO.

Indigo (Indigofera tinctoria), Ll or nil.
OreER DYES.

Al (Morinda tinctoria), salt,
Safflower (Carthamus tinctorius), kusum.

OILSEEDS.

Mustard (Brassica campestris or Sinapis dichotoma), sarison.
Mustard (Brassica juncea or Sinapis ramosa), lahi or rai.
Segamum (Sesamum orientale or indicum), til.
Linseed (Linum usitatissimum), ?isi,
Safflower (Carthamus tinctorius), kusum.
Castor-oil plant (Ricinus communis), Tenr.
(Bassia latifolia) mahu or mahua.
(Celastrus paniculatus), malkangni or dithaurs.
Croton (Croton tiglium), jamal gota,
FIBRES.
Hemp (Cannabis gativa), ganja.
San (Crotolaria junees).
Patua, kuturum (Hibiscus sabdariffa).

BETEL.

Betel (Piper betel), pan,
EpisrLE RooTs.

Potatoes (Solanum tuberosum or esculentum), alt.
Yams (Dioscorea sativa), latar.

Sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas), sakarkand.
Suthni, a kind of yam (Dioscorea fasciculata).

(Arum colocasia oOr Colocasia antiquorum), arui,
GOURDS.

The water-melon (¢ucurbita citrullus or Citrullus vulgaris), tarbuj.

The melon (Cucumis utilatissimus or Cucumis melo), kharbuja.

(Cucumis momordica), phunt.
The bitter-gourd (Momordica charantia), karaila.
The bottle-gourd (Liagenaria vulgaris  or Cucurbita lagenaria),

kadua.
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Gourps—concld.

(Lagenaria acutangulus or Cucumis acutangulus), taro:.
Cucumber (Cucumis sstivus), khira.
Kankri (Cucumis utiltissimus).
The sweet pumpkin (Cucurbita pepo), konkra.
Chichira or chichura (north of the Ganges), snake

santhes anguina), kaita,

MiSCELLANEOUS VEGETABLES.

Ajmoda, parsley (Petro-selinum sativam or Opium involucratum).
Adrak, ginger (Zingiber officinale). ‘
Cabbage (Brassica olereacea), karamkalla.
Kalmi sag, the tops of (Ipomoea reptens).
Kasni, endive (Cichorium endivia), ,
Kahu (Patna and Gaya), a kind of lettuce (Lactuca sativa).
Bean (Meccuna pruriens), kawachh,
Kobi, cabbage (Brassica oleracea).
Kath, catechu (Acacia catechu).
Gajar, carrot (Daucus carota), R
Genhari (Amaranthus frumentaceus).
Chansur, a kind of cress (Lepidum sativum). GLOSSARY
(Ligusticum ajowain and Ptychotis ajowan), jowain. :
Jira (Cuminum c¢yminum). :
Dhaniyan, coriander (Coriandrum sativum),
Parol (Trichosanthes diocica), (Roxb).
Palaki or palanki, spinach (Spinacea oleracea).
Piyaj, the onion (Alllum cepa).
Mint (Mentha sativa or viridis), podina.
Phulkobi, the cauliffower (Brassica olereacea),
Bilaeti patua, roselle (Hibscus sabdariffa).
The egg-plant (Solanum melongena), baigan.
(Hibiscus esculentus), bhindi or ram taror.
Gooseberry, or tiparee (Phyvsalis peruviana), makoe.
(Capsicum fastigiatum), mirich,
(Piper nigrum), gol marich. ,
Bird’s eye pepper (Capsicum baccatum), longiva maricha.
The radish (Raphanus safivus), mulls.:
Garlic (Allium sativam), lahsun.
Saphgol (Plumbago isabghola), : ~
Salgam and saljam, the turnip (Brassica rapas).
Singharg, the water-caltrop (Trapa bispinosa or natans).
Sim, a bean (Phaseolus magnus). .
Sahjana, the horse-radish tree (Moringa oleifers).
Saumph,)a kind of aniseed (Peucedanum graveolens or Anethum

s0W8a). :
Hardi (Curcuma longa).

-goufd {Tricho-



Hbwabd .
Aghani

Amil

Asan .
Bahera .
Bakast .

Bande Mataram

Bandh

Basant Panchmi

Basfa ves

GLOSSARY.

An illegal imposition on the tenant by the
landlord. The term abwab has nowhere
been defined in the Bihar Tenancy Act but
section 74 of the said Act mentions that
“ all impositions upon tenants under the
denominations of abwab shall be illegal
and all stipulations and reservations for
the payment of such shall be void. "

Crops which are harvested in the winter
month of Aghan. Aghan is the 9th

month of Hindu calendar.

.. Rent collector.

Posture.
The fruits of Bahera tree are used for
medicine.

... The tenant’s lands in temporary possession

207

of landlords are known as bakast land.
Such land originslly belonged to the
tenant but came into the possession of the
landlords by sale for arrears of rent, sur-
render, abandonment or the like. The
village tenant has preferential claim to
the settlement of lands of this category.
A settled tenant of a village gets occupancy
rights in such lands as soon as the same
are held by him. In areas where the
Bihar Tenancy Act, 1885 prevails, a
terant whether a settled tenant or not,
but with whom such land is settled, gets a
right of occupancy therein, if the total of
such lands in possession of the landlord

exceeds 40 acres.

National Anthem of India composed by
Shri Bankim Chandra Chatterji, a famous
Bengali novelist.

Embankment.

Tt is g festival which is celebrated on the 6th
bright day of Magh that is 11th month of
Hindu calendar to mark the advent of

spring.
Stale food.

297
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Bhadas e .
Bhatottar

Bhauli
Bhukti ves

Bhunja
Bigha

Brahmi

Brahmottar oen

Chaudhuries
Chaukidar
Chura
Dafadar

Dai
Dargah
Dastur .en

Dauhitra ... vee
Devottar s

Dhar
Dharamshala

Diara

Du‘rrie vee .ot
Fakirana

Farmans
Ghats
Ghee
Gita
Goladar
Gury

MUZAFFARPUR.

Autumn crops.

Bhats were the professional songsters and
entertainers and for their services rent-
free lands were given to them.

Rent paid in kind, produce rent.

Division, a big administrative unit, during
Hindu period.

Fried corn,

A particular measure of land which is appro-
ximately 5/8th of an acre.

A script prevalent in ancient India.

A rentfree property granted to Brahmang
for performing priestly function.

Headmen of the villages.

... Village watchman.

Parched flattened rice.

Village constabulary whose rank is superior
to Chaukidar,

Midwife.
Tomb of the Muslim saints.

Customary allowance given to native officer
(Amil), besides salary.

Daughter’s son.

A rent-free land granted for the main-
tenance of Hindu shrines and temples,
dedicated to a God.

Channel.

A charitable institution, g rest house for
sojourners.

Formation of soil due to deposits of clay by
the river.

Carpet.

Rent-free land granted to Muslim mendi-
cants for their spiritual services,

King’s orders or warrants.

Stairs made for bathing in a river or tank.

Clarified milk butter.

A sacred scripture for Hindus.

Keeper of the grain store-house,

Preceptor.

Halka
Hathia s

Hookah
Jagir

Jalkar

Jama- W asul-Baky

Kababs
Kabuljat

Kalasa

Katcha weights
Kharif

Kheer
Kistbandi
Kothi

Lakhraj

Linga e
'Litti

Lota
Madad-a-mash
Maidan
Malamas ..«
Makhtad
Masjid

Math

Mauza
Mela oes
Miranji-ki-Dargah
Morabbas ...

GLOSSARY. 29

A division consisting of several villages.

) ing to Hindu
There are 27 nakshatras according )

gralendar which are calculated am.ccordmgf

to phase of the moon. Hathia is one o

them.

Hubble-bubble, '

A royal grant of rent-free land in recogni-
tion for certain services.

A tax levied on water-produce, guch as,
fishery.

An account of rent in which to?él rent along
with realised and oufstanding rent 18

recorded.
A hot spicy meat preparation.

i t gives to
An agreement which the tenan
langlord while taking settlement of lands.

A sacred water-pot.
Non-standard weight.

Autumn crops. ' .
A sweet preparation of milk and rice.

An arrangement for payment by instalment.
A bungalow or store-house.
Revenue-free property.

Phallus.
A food preparation of flour and other

ingredients.

Water pot.
Maintenance grant.
Open field.
Intercalary month.
Urdu school.

Mosque,

A sacred Hindu institution founded gy
Shankaracharyya 0 propagate  the
doctrine of monism. ,

. Village.

.

Fair.
Tomb of Miranji. - -
A sweel preserve of fruits and vegetables.
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Mukarars

Nankar

el

s

Newar
Oraha

Pakorah
Pargana
Puranas

Pyne ..

Rab:

Ratyats
Salami

Saras

Sarkar .“

Sattu

Sevasram

Shikar .

Shivottar
Stupa

Subah
Sudbharna
Sudi
Swadeshi

Tahsil
Talukdars
Tankas
Tantrik
Tarai
Tari

2

“ed

ey

MUZAFFARPUR.

Tenure held in perpetuity at a fixed rent or
at fixed rates.

Grant of land in lieu of cash remuneration.
Textile fabric used for cots.

An indigenous baked preparation of half
dried cropped plants, such as of gram, peas
and wheat.

An indigenous fried preparation,

... A fiscal unit consisting of several villages.

Sacred books of the Hindus.

Artificial channel made for
purpose.

Spring crops, such as, wheat, gram, peas,
ete.

Tenants,

Payment made to the landlord when settle-
ment is granted for mutation.

Inn, where people can stay without any
payment till a certain period.

A bigger unit of Pargana often taken as
a district in the earlier days of British
administration.

Powder of fried corn consumed raw with
condiments.

An instifution dedicated to the service of
mankingd.

Hunting,
A rent-free property granted for the main-
tenance of the temple of Lord Shiva.

Buddhistic construction for keeping holy
relics.

Province.
Usufructuary mortgage.

irrigation

... Bright part of the month,

Swadeshi movement was launched in Bengal
in 1905 to discard foreign-made goods.
Realisation of rent,

Tenure-holder.

A coin prevaleat in mediaeval India.

A sect of Hinduism and later Buddhism_
Valley.

Toddy (fermented juice of palm tree).

Thakurbari

Tirthankaras see

Trishula

Vesali
Takare,

Vishnuprit

Zarpeshgi
Zirat

Y oos

Anusamyanaka

301

GLOSSARY.
Temple. ‘
netified saints of Jams. There were
Th;zlsgf them, the last being Mahavira

Vardhamana, .
A trident associated with Lord Shiva.

Out-post watch of Vaisali.

the main-
Rent-free property granted for .
e;;enance of the temple of Lord Vishnu.

Money given in advance for cultivable lands.

i ivati the proprie-
d ersonal cultivation of ¢
L%I(l)r z%alr)nindar) for a continuous period qf
12 years,
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Figure of Lord Buddha near Ashoka Pillar at Kolhua
[ Plate no. 1.]



Ashoka Pillar at Kolhua.
[ Plate no. 2.1



cotta figure from Vaisali.

Terra
[ Plate no. 3]



Jvory and Bone objects from the excavation at Vaisali.

[ Plate no. 4.}
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